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Definitions

Glues, gases, aerosols or solvents:
Containing volatile substances, which people inhale to get high. They include
household products such as: butane gas lighter refill, aerosols containing hairspray,



deodorants and air fresheners, tins or tubes of glue, some paints, thinners and
correcting fluids, cleaning fluids, surgical spirit and petrol'.

ASD - Autistic Spectrum Disorder

HI - Hearing Impairment

MLD - Moderate Learning Difficulty

MSI - Multi- Sensory Impairment

PD - Physical Disability

PMLD - Profound & Multiple Learning Difficulty
SLD - Severe Learning Difficulty

SEMH - Social, Emotional and Mental Health
SLD - Specific Learning Difficulty

SLCN - Speech, Language and Communications needs
VI - Visual Impairment



1. Summary

1.1.Population

Knowsley's child population has grown by 11% over the past decade, with 39,642
children aged 0-19 in 2024, making up 24.4% of the total population. Most age
groups have seen increases, except for a temporary decline in the 15-19 age group,
which has rebounded since 2019.

The most deprived wards have the highest child populations, with Northwood having
the largest (3,651) and Halewood North the smallest (2,098). Despite overall growth,
5 wards have seen a decline in their child populations from 2014 to 2024. The 0-15
population is more ethnically diverse than the total population, with 7.2% being non-
white (2021).

1.2.Vulnerable children
In Knowsley, 24.5% of pupils have Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
(SEND), which is higher than the national average of 19.6% (2025).
e The number of pupils with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) has
increased by 30% from 2022/2022 to 2024/25.
e The number of pupils with SEN Support has grown by 7.7% from 2022/2022 to
2024/25.
The most common needs among pupils with SEND are:
e Speech Language and Communication Needs (28.9%)
e Autistic Spectrum Disorder (20.4%)
e Social Emotional and Mental Health (18.9%)

1,561 children in Knowsley have children in need plans, equating to 433 per 10,000
children (March 2025), which is higher than the national rate. The number of children
in need has increased by 13.8% from 2015 to 2025.

335 children are looked after in Knowsley, equating to 90 per 10,000 children (March
2025), which is higher than the national average.

1.3.Socio-economic factors

Poverty significantly impacts children in Knowsley, with 28% of children living in low
income households. This can contribute to delays in academic and social
development, higher rates of bullying, and poorer mental health. Physical health
issues are also more prevalent among these children.

In Knowsley 41.9% of children are eligible for free school meals (2024/25), which is
significantly above the national average, with eligibility increasing in older year
groups. This eligibility gap contributes to lower educational attainment and
persistent earnings disparities.

Knowsley has a high proportion of children under 16 living in relative low-income
households (28.7%), higher than the North West (27.8%) and England (22.1%)
averages. The proportion of children living in low-income households varies across



Knowsley, with Stockbridge having the most (39.1%) and Roby the least (14.7%)
(2023/24).
e 61.3% of children in low-income households are in working families, this is
lower than the national average but increasing over time.

Knowsley also has a higher proportion of lone parent households (17.7%) compared
to England (11.1%) and the North West (12.1%) (2021), and 70.9% of children in low-
income households live with a single parent (2023/24). This is significantly higher
than the national and regional averages.

1.4.Health

In Knowsley, childhood obesity rates are significantly higher than regional and
national averages, with 29.7% of reception-aged children and 43.3% of year 6
children being classed as overweight or living with obesity.

In 2022/23, amongst those aged below 18, there were 9,679 new referrals to
secondary mental health services, per 100,000 population. This is slightly below the
North West (9,314) and England (9,684) rates. It’s worth noting that from 2020/21 to
2021/22, there was a substantial increase, locally, regionally and nationally.
However, Knowsley’s percentage increase was higher (57.7%) than North West
(836.1%) and England (40.9%).

For attended contacts with community and outpatient mental health services
amongst those 0-17, Knowsley has a lower rate (34,932) per 100,000 than North
West (38,349) but a higher rate than England (33,637). This shows how many times
people actually attended (and were seen) at community or outpatient mental health
services.

In Knowsley, there is limited data on smoking and vaping among children, but the
available data suggests tobacco use is decreasing, while e-cigarette use is
increasing. A 2023 survey of children aged 14 to 16 found that 18.1% of pupils had
tried smoking, whereas 46% had tried an e-cigarette. Although there are several
limitations to the data, it does suggest that e-cigarette use appears more common
than tobacco use amongst children and young people.

Alcohol consumption data is also limited, but national surveys show a decrease in
drinking among pupils. In 2023, 37% of secondary school pupils stated they had
ever had an alcoholic drink, compared to 44% in 2018. Due to a change in the
wording of the question pupils were asked, the data from before 2016 isn’t directly
comparable, however, the figure was substantially higher in previous years.

Drug use among pupils is reported at 13% nationally, with cannabis being the most
common substance used. Cannabis is also the most common substance amongst
young people (17 or under) in Knowsley receiving treatment, accounting for 64%.



The number of young people in treatment for cannabis has also increased by 45.5%
from 2022/23 to 2023/24.

Localinsight suggests that ketamine use is a rapidly increasing issue. 2023/24 data
shows there are 15 young people in treatment for ketamine in Knowsley, which is an
increase of 200% from the previous year.

Vaccination rates in Knowsley are below national averages, with significant declines
in early years vaccinations. In Knowsley, only 25% of children aged 2-3 received a flu
vaccination in 2024/25, compared to 38.3% across the North West and 42.6% in
England. 2024/25 data also shows that in Knowsley, 79.2% of children aged 2 have
received an MMR vaccination, compared to 88.9% across the North West. The
general drop in vaccination coverage may be partially due to the COVID-19
pandemic, but it began before 2019/20.

1.5. Education
Education levels in Knowsley remain low, with the lowest proportion of children
achieving their maths and English GCSEs in 2024/25 and the lowest Attainment 8
scores.
e Inearlyyears, 63% of children achieved a good level of development, which
is below national and regional averages.
o AtKS2,61% met the expected standard in reading, writing, and mathematics,
this is similar to national averages
e GCSE results show a slight increase in the proportion of children receiving
passes in maths and English, however Knowsley still has the lowest results in
England.
e The lowest Attainment 8 score in England at 34.8 in 2025.

Educational outcomes vary by characteristic:

e In Knowsley, girls continue to outperform boys academically, with 45%
achieving a grade 4 or above in English and maths GCSEs compared to 43%
of boys.

e Pupils eligible for free school meals and those identified as disadvantaged
perform significantly below their peers, with only 34% and 37% respectively
reaching grade 4 or above in these subjects.

e Children with Special Educational Needs (SEN) also show lower attainment,
with just 15% achieving grade 4 or above, compared to 43% of pupils without
SEN. Their average Progress 8 score stands at -1.26, indicating less progress
than their peers.

e Interestingly, pupils whose first language is not English perform better at the
end of Key Stage 4, with 61% achieving grade 4 or above in English and
maths, compared to 43% of native English speakers.

e By ethnicity, pupils from White backgrounds record the lowest Attainment 8
and Progress 8 scores, while those from Asian backgrounds have the lowest
proportion achieving grade 4 or above in English and maths GCSEs.



Absence rates in Knowsley are higher than national and regional averages, with an
overall absence rate of 8.7% and a persistent absence rate of 18.5%. Factors
contributing to increased absence include parental attitudes post-COVID-19,
mental health issues, and the cost of living. There is a significant attainment gap
between pupils with SEN or from deprived backgrounds and their peers, and low
attendance rates may contribute to lower educational outcomes.

1.6. Outcomes

In Knowsley, 89% of 16 and 17-year-olds were in education or training by March
2025, below national and regional averages of 92% and 91% respectively.
Additionally, 5.7% of 16 and 17-year-olds are not in education, employment, or
training (NEET), higher than the national average.

Employment is concentrated in human health and social work activities (22.7%),
manufacturing (15.2%), and wholesale and retail trade (13.6%). The mean annual
pay in Knowsley is £39,711, lower than the England and North West averages. Adults
in Knowsley are less likely to be in high-skill jobs, contributing to lower average pay.



2. Children in Knowsley

2.1.The child population continues to grow

There are 39,642 children aged 0-19 in Knowsley (2024). The number of children
aged 0 to 19 in Knowsley has increased by 11% over the last ten years. Children

in Knowsley account for almost a quarter of Knowsley’s population (24.4%), this
has remained consistent over the last ten years'.

The number of children in Knowsley continues to increase
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2.2. Age and Gender of children in Knowsley
There has been increases across most age groups in Knowsley and only a
decrease in the 15 to 19 age group. However, since 2019 the number of children
in this age group has increased.

There has been increases across most age groups
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There are slightly more boys aged 0-19 than girls in Knowsley. This differs from
the gender breakdown in Knowsley as there are more women than men. "

There are more boys ages 0-19 than girls in Knowsley

m Boys = Girls

2.3.Location of Children in Knowsley
In Knowsley, the most deprived wards have the highest proportion of children.
Northwood has the largest child population with 3,651 aged 0-19, accounting for
29.1% of Northwood'’s population and Halewood North has the smallest child
population with 2,098 accounting for 20.5%. "

Number of children aged 0-19 and proportion of ward
population (2024)
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From 2014 to 2024, 10 out of Knowsley’s 15 wards have seen growth in their child
population.
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2.4.Ethnicity

According to the Census 2021, the 0-15 population in Knowsley is more diverse
than the total Knowsley population with 7.2% of 0-15 year olds being non-white
compared to 4.7% of the total population. Ethnicity is recorded at the census
date only so we are unable to determine if there is a trend that Knowsley is
becoming more diverse'.

Black,
Black
Asian, British,
Asian Black Mixed or
British Welsh, Does Multiple | Other
or Asian | Caribbean | not ethnic ethnic
Welsh or African | apply groups group White
0-15 2.0% 1.1% 0.0% 3.4% 0.8% 92.8%
0-24 1.9% 1.0% 0.0% 3.1% 0.7% 93.4%
Total 1.6% 0.8% 0.0% 1.7% 0.6% 95.3%

2.5. Country of birth

The Census 2021 shows that 97% of the 0-15 population in Knowsley were born
in the UK. This is higher than the proportion of all Knowsley residents as 94.8%
were born in the UK, but lower than the England average as 83% were born in the
UK iii‘

0-15 0-24 Total




United Kingdom 97.1% 96.6% 94.8%
Europe (excluding UK) 1.4% 1.7% 2.6%
Africa 0.3% 0.4% 0.7%
Middle East and Asia 0.7% 0.8% 1.3%
The Americas and the Caribbean 0.5% 0.5% 0.5%

2.6. Main language
The Census 2021 also shows that 97.6% of the 0-15 population in Knowsley’s
main language is English or Welsh. This is similar to the proportion of the total
population whose main language is English (97%).1.4% of the 0-15 population
and 1.9% of the total population’s main language was European languages .



3. Vulnerable Children

3.1. Special Educational Needs in Knowsley
In Knowsley, 7.6% of pupils have an EHCP and 16.9% of pupils have SEN
Support, equating to a total of 24.5% of pupils who have SEND (EHCP and SEN
Support combined). This is higher than the national average as 5.4% have an
EHCP, 14.2% have SEN Support and 19.6% have SEND".

In Knowsley, the number of pupils with an EHCP is increasing at a faster rate than
SEN Support as EHC Plans have increased by 30% from 2022/23 to 2024/25
compared to SEN Support which has increased by 7.7% in the same time period

iv

The most common primary need in Knowsley amongst pupils with SEND is
Speech Language and Communication Needs (28.9%), followed by Autistic
Spectrum Disorder (20.4%) and Social Emotional and Mental Health (18.9%)".

Primary needs of pupils in Knowsley 2023/24
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Knowsley’s distribution of SEN and EHCP’s across age groups is in overall
alignment with national distribution. There are more boys than girls with SEND
and more SEN support for children around the ages of 8 to 10. 65% of all pupils
with SEND in Knowsley are boys. 74.6% of pupils with an EHCP in Knowsley are
boys (and 25.4% are girls) and 61.1% of pupils with SEN support are boys (and
38.9% are girls) V.

Insight from professionals suggests that there is arise in children accessing
SEN support or an EHCP around the ages of 8 to 10 in order to prepare them for
secondary school. Primary schools may be able to support the child and their



needs in the small classroom environment but recognise that the child will need
an EHCP or SEN support to ensure all their needs are met as they move onto
secondary school.

Percentage of pupils on an EHCP or SEN Support by age in
primary, secondary and special schools in Knowsley
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Figure 1, proportion of pupils on an EHCP or SEN support in Knowsley by age ¥

3.2.Children in Need

In Knowsley, 1,561 children have children in need plans at 31 March 2024 Y, this
equates to 433 per 10,000 children in Knowsley. The rate of children in need plans is
higher in Knowsley than in England as the rate in England is 330 per 10,000
children’.

The most common reason for an episode was abuse or neglect (68.6%), followed by
child’s disability or illness (9.9%), family in acute stress (8.8%), and family
dysfunction (7.9%). A small proportion of episodes were a result of absent parenting
(3%), socially unacceptable behaviour (1.9%) V..

The number of children in need has increased by 13.8% from 2015 to 2025. The rate
of children in need is increasing faster in Knowsley than nationally (3.1% increase in
England from 2015 to 2025)".

3.3. Children Looked After

" Calculated using ONS mid-year estimates



In Knowsley, 335 children are looked after (March 2025) v, this equates to 90 per
10,000 children. This is higher than the England average as 67 per 10,000 children
are looked after.

In Knowsley 57% of children looked after are boys (and 43 % are girls). Over a third of
children looked after are aged 10 to 15 (32%) and just over a quarter are aged 5to 9
(26%) and a fifth are aged 16 and over (22%) "

Age of children looked after in Knowsley (2025)
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The most common reason for children being looked after is because of abuse or
neglect (67%), followed by family dysfunction (14%) and family in acute stress (12%)
(2025)v.



4. Socioeconomic factors effecting children in Knowsley

4.1.Impact of Poverty

The Centre for Early Childhood estimate that nationally, one in four families with a
child under five are living in poverty in the UK"" and the Joseph Rowntree Foundation
estimate that 28% of families where the youngest child is under 5 have experienced
poverty"i,

Experiencing poverty can cause significant delays to young children in their
academic attainment and social and emotional development, if poverty is
persistent, it can be detrimental to the development of young children. Parents living
in poverty are facing the rising cost of basic essentials and subsequently have less
money to be able to meet children’s material and social needs™. A quarter of
children from the poorest families have been bullied in school as their parents
couldn’t afford the cost of school and were wearing second hand clothing*.

Growing up in poverty can lead to worse attainment later in childhood, research
from the Children Society found that children who receive free school meals are less
likely to achieve A*-C grades at GCSE. Children who live in poverty are more likely to
suffer with their mental health”, children living around debt are five times more likely
to be unhappy than children from wealthier families™'. In Knowsley, there is a higher
proportion of children with social, emotional mental health needs who live in the
more deprived areas than in the least deprived areas.

Children living in poverty also miss out on family experiences and can be excluded
from social activities with friends as households can’t afford the additional expense.
Children are also unable to attend school trips and extra-curricular clubs because
of the cost. Missing out on these trips and activities can impact on the friendships
children make and may lead to them missing out on opportunities which can lead to
a child feeling isolated and sad*".

Some children take on their family’s money struggles and feel they need to provide
for their family. Children are often desperate to help their families and are more
vulnerable to criminals who recruit them into gangs.

Poverty has an impact on a child’s health throughout their childhood, parents living
in poverty are more likely to have a baby with low birth weight, children are less likely
to survive their first year of life and are more likely to suffer from asthma and other
childhood diseases. These children are also more likely to have poor mental
health*".

4.2.Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)



The index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) combines a variety of indicators and places
each LSOA into a deprivation decile from 1 to 10 with 1 being the most deprived and
10 being the least deprived. Deprivation in Knowsley is concentrated in the North of
the borough with Northwood being in the most deprived deciles alongside most of
Kirkby. There are also high levels of deprivation in North Huyton and towards the
West of Halewood.

The Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index (IDACI) shows the proportion of all
children aged 0 to 15 living in income deprived families. IDACI is also concentrated
in North Huyton and most of Kirkby including Northwood*.

4.3.Free school meals

41.9% of children in Knowsley are known to be eligible for free school meals.
Knowsley has the 3 highest proportion of children eligible for free school meals
across all Local Authorities in North West England. The proportion of children in
Knowsley who are eligible for free school meals is higher than both the England
(24.6%) and North West averages (27.7%)*".

The number of children eligible for free school meals in Knowsley has increased
by 53% from 2015/16 to 2024/25 *'. The number of children eligible for free
school meals in both England and the North West has increased at a faster rate
in the same time period but the proportion of children eligible for free school
meals in Knowsley remains significantly above England and the North West.

Proportion of children eligible for free school meals
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In Knowsley, the proportion of children eligible for free school meals increases
amongst older year groups, reaching a high of 55.8% of children in year 10 *",

Children eligible for free school meals by school year
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It is important that children can access a balanced meal each day as it supports
their health and wellbeing. However, the Child Poverty Action Group have found
that a third of school aged children in England are missing out on free school
meals™i,

Nationally, there are attainment gaps between students eligible and students
not eligible for free school meals. The Institute for Fiscal Studies have found that
pupils not eligible for free school meals are more likely to meet their educational
milestones throughout school™,



Figure 4. Attainment gaps between students eligible and not eligible for free school meals at
different stages of the education system in England, 2022/23 academic year
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Further to this, free school meal recipients earn less than peers who didn’t
receive free school meals. ONS have found a persistent earnings gap between
students who received free school meals in their childhood and students who
didn’t. Part of this gap is because pupils from income-deprived backgrounds are
less likely to move onto higher education*.

4.4.Children in low-income households

Absolute poverty is based on calculating whether household income is below
60% of (inflation-adjusted) household income in 2010. This benchmark is set
out to track how living standards have improved over time. However, End Child
Poverty highlights that this measure assumes that needs remain unchanged over
time, and does not consider how households might require different goods and
services than they did more than a decade ago in order to have an adequate
standard of living™.

End Child Poverty suggest that relative poverty, which calculates whether
households are below 60% of the contemporary median, is a more useful
indicator of current living standards *.

Knowsley has a high proportion of children under 16 living in relative low income
families with 28.7% of families living in relative low income (2023/24). This is
higher than the average proportions in both the North West (27.8%) and England
(22.1%),



Children in relative low income families (0-15)
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In Knowsley, 24.3% of children under 16 are living in absolute low income
families (2023/24), this is similar to the North West (24.2%) but much higher than
the England average (19.7%)*".

Slightly more 11-15 year olds are living in relative low income households when
compared to other age groups, with 31% of children in this age group living in low
income households ™,

Proportion of children living in low income
households by age group
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In Knowsley, the proportion of children living in low-income households varies
across Knowsley with 14.7% of children living in low-income households in Roby
to 39.1% of children in Stockbridge .



Proportion of children (0-15) living in low-income
households (2023/24)
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61.3% of children aged 0-15 who are living in low-income households in
Knowsley are also living in working households. This is a lower proportion than
in England (67.7%) and North West (67%). However, the proportion of children in
low income working families has increased from 46% in 2013/14 4,



Proportion of children (0-15) in low income households who
are also in working families
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The proportion of children living in low income working families is higher in the
least deprived wards in Knowsley with 76% of children in low-income
households in Halewood North and 74.3% in Swanside and 68.5% in Cherryfield.
However, in the most deprived wards over half of children living in low income
working families as 52.9% of children in low income households in Northwood
and 55.2% in Whitefield are also in working families .

Proportion of children (0-15) in low income households
who are also in working families by ward
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4.5. Lone parent households



Knowsley has a higher-than-average proportion of lone parent households, these
are households with a single parent and dependent children. In Knowsley, 17.7%
of households are lone parent household (2021), compared to 11.1% in England
and 12.1% in North West. Knowsley has the 3" highest proportion of lone parent
households out of all lower tier local authorities ™.

Proportion of lone parent households
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Research from Gingerbread UK, suggests that 44% of children in single parent
families are in poverty, compared to 26% of children in couple families™. Data from
DWP shows that 70.9% of children living in low income households are also living in
single parent households in Knowsley, compared to 28.9% of children living with two
parents. This is higher than the England (51.8%) and North West (51.4%)*.

The proportion of children in low income and single parent households has
continued to increase from 51.9% in 2014/15 4,
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Children (0-15) in low income and lone parent
households by ward
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4.6. Antisocial Behaviour

Antisocial Behaviour (ASB) is actions that cause harm to individuals or
communities such as vandalism and graffiti, noise disturbances, littering and fly-
tipping, intimidating or threatening behaviour and public drunkenness or drug
use. ASB is a low level crime but is common amongst children and young people.

In Knowsley there was a 6% increase in ASB in 2024/25 compared to the same
period in 2023/24. The majority of incidents involve rowdy/nuisance behaviour
and young people. Incidents have particularly increased in the C2 (Huyton area)



from 489 to 630 (29% increase) All other areas have experienced a small
decrease on the previous year.

Hotspots for youth ASB in Knowsley are Page Moss, Huyton Village, Kirkby town
centre and Prescot Town Centre. Incidents are mainly centred around the retail
and fast-food outlets with youths causing issues for retailers and shoppers.
These areas have had issues with groups of youths on bikes being abusive
towards customers and staff as well as ongoing issues with large groups
congregating on the steps of Shakespeare North Playhouse.

5. Health
5.1. Overweight and Obesity

In 2024/25, 17.6% of reception aged children are classed as overweight,
according to their BMI category™. In comparison, the North West (13.5%) and
England (13%) percentage are both lower. Knowsley’s percentage is the highest
across the North West and the 3™ highest across England.

Reception prevalence of overweight
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Amongst Year 6 children, 13.2% of children are classed as overweight. This is
lower than the North West (14.3%) and England (13.9%) equivalent
percentages. Knowsley’s percentage is the 2" lowest across the North West ™,

In Knowsley, 12.5% of reception aged children are living with obesity (including

severe obesity), which is higher than both the North West (11.5%) and England

(10.5%) figures >, Knowsley has the 8" highest reception prevalence of obesity
(4-5-year-olds) across the North West in 2024/25.
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In Knowsley, 30.1% of Year 6 children are living with obesity (including severe
obesity), which is also above both the North West (23.6%) and England (22.2%)
figures™V. Knowsley’s figure is the highest across the North West and the 2™
highest in England (10-11-year-olds) (2024/25).

Year 6 prevalence of obesity (including severe obesity)
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Prevalence of overweight and obesity does vary across Knowsley’s wards. St
Gabriels (34.4%), Page Moss (34%) and St Michaels (32.8%) have the highest
percentage of reception-aged children classed as overweight or living with
obesity (22/23 — 24/25) across Knowsley™. Amongst Year 6 children, Cherryfield
(53.2%) Northwood (51.9%) and Stockbridge (50%) have the highest
percentages.
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5.2. Mental Health

Knowsley has a lower-than-average rate of hospital admissions for mental health
conditions for under 18-year-olds at 56.7 per 100,000 population in 2023/24*,
The rate of hospital admissions for mental health conditions has been
decreasing in recent years. However, the rate of hospital admissions for mental
health in Knowsley has fluctuated over the last fourteen years.

Hospital admissions for mental health conditions (<18 yrs)
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NHS England’s Smoking, Drinking and Drug use among young people survey
found 19% of all pupils have low satisfaction with life nhowadays and 18% have a
low feeling that the things they do in life are worthwhile™"". In addition to this,
24% of pupils had a low level of happiness on the day before the survey and 30%
had a high level of anxiety on the day before the survey™Vi,

Wellbeing (all pupils)

30%
24%

19% 18%

Low Low feeling Low Ie‘?vel of  High \level of
satisfaction that the happiness anxiety felt
with life things they felt yesterday
nowadays do in life are yesterday
worthwhile

In England, girls and those with another gender identity were more likely to report
medium or high levels of anxiousness (58% and 60% respectively) than boys
(35%)xxvii.

Pupils with another gender identity were more likely to have a low satisfaction
with life (49%) than girls (21%) and boys (15%). For both boys and girls, the
proportion with low life satisfaction increases with age, but decreases for those
with another gender identity ™. The data for those with another gender identity is
limited so this might not be reflective.

5.2.1. Mental Health Services in Knowsley

Knowsley has a range of services available to support children and young
people's emotional and mental wellbeing. Support is available within the
community as well as in local education settings. Most of the services are
available for children and young people aged 0-18 years old, but some offer
support for children and young people with SEND up to age 25. The services
are available on the principle of ‘the right support at the right time’, needs
led rather than eligibility criteria.

Knowsley has developed a collaborative called Knowsley Open Gateway
Service (KOGs). The KOGS vision is for lead mental health providers in
Knowsley to work collaboratively (0-25 Health & Wellbeing Service, Mental
Health School Teams, CAMHS, Listening Ear and ZunTold initially) to ensure



that all Children and Young People receive timely treatment appropriate to
their mental health needs, with seamless transition between services.

Nationally, there has been a record number of referrals to children and young
people’s mental health services (CYPMHS, commonly known as CAMHS).
The number of children with active referrals increased from 949,200 in 2022-
231t0958,200in 2023-24**, This means around 8% of children in England had
an active referral in 2023-24.

In 2022/23, amongst those aged below 18, there were 9,679 new referrals to
secondary mental health services, per 100,000 population®™. This is slightly
higher than the North West (9,314) and but below England (9,684) rates. It’s
worth noting that from 2020/21 to 2021/22, there was a substantial increase,
locally, regionally and nationally. However, Knowsley’s percentage increase
was higher (57.7%) than North West (36.1%) and England (40.9%).

New referrals to secondary mental health services, per 100,000
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For attended contacts with community and outpatient mental health
services amongst those 0-17, Knowsley has a lower rate (34,932) per 100,000
than North West (38,349) but a higher rate than England (33,637)*xxvii. This
shows how many times people actually attended (and were seen) at
community or outpatient mental health services.

Attended contacts with community and outpatient mental
health services, per 100,000
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5.2.2. Self-Harm

In Knowsley, 430.3 per 100,000 10 to 24 year olds were admitted to hospital
as a result of self-harm in 2023/24. This is significantly above the national
average of 266.6 per 100,000. However, the hospital admissions for self-
harm rate in Knowsley has been on a decline since a peakin 2019/20 of
742.9 per 100,000, While there has been a reduction in the rate of young
people being admitted to hospital for self-harm the rates in Knowsley are
still high.

Hospital admissions as a result of self-harm (10 to 24 years) (per
100,000 population)
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GP data from November 2025 shows that 5.2% of children and young people (aged
0-19) in Knowsley are registered as having experienced a mental health condition,
which is over 2,000 children and young people™. Of those 5.2%, a total of 18.7%
have a record of self-harm on their GP file.

5.3. Smoking and Vaping

There is limited data on children and young people who smoke or vape in
Knowsley.

The survey data shows that in England, 6% of 15 year olds who identify as a boy
or a girl are current tobacco smokers and 26% of 15 year olds who identify as
another gender are current tobacco smokers™ i, In addition to this, 7% of boys,
11% of girls and 17% of those who identify as another gender currently use e-
cigarettes. The prevalence of e-cigarettes has increased amongst girls over the
last five years.
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In 2023, a survey was conducted amongst pupils from two schools in Knowsley,
including a mainstream high school, along with a SEN school®¥. This survey
found a low prevalence of tobacco smoking among pupils, 18.1% of pupils have
tried smoking, 2.2% currently smoke and 2.2% smoke when drinking alcohol.
However, 46% of pupils have used an e-cigarette, 9.1% sometimes use e-
cigarettes and 16.5% use e-cigarettes regularly.

|

I've never tried them 54%

I've tried them once or twice 20.4%

| use them sometimes (maore than once a

month) 1%

| use them regularly (more than once a

week) 16.5%

I

Overall experience of vapes for all pupils

In Knowsley, pupils aged 14 were more likely to try an e-cigarette, followed by
pupils aged 13.

15-years-old
14-years-old 31.5%
13-years-old
12-years-old

11-years-old

10 or younger

Age pupils first tried e-cigarettes



5.4.

When asked why pupils tried e-cigarettes, they responded that they ‘liked the
flavours’ (43%), wanted to ‘give it a try’ (35.1%) and ‘enjoy using them’ (32.5%).

I like the flavours

Justto giveita try

I enjoy using them

I'm addicted to them

Safer than smoking tobacco cigarettes
Other people use them =so | join in
Cheaper than smoeking

| use them instead of smoking

| think they look good

Easier to get than tobacco cigarettes

I'm trying to quit smoking

Another reason

Data from NHS England’s Smoking, Drinking and Drug use among young people
report (2023) suggest that pupils in the North West are less likely to smoke
tobacco than pupils in England **, The NHS report found that 8% of pupils in
North West and 11% in England have smoked. North West also has a lower
proportion of pupils who are current e-cigarette users (8% North West, 9%
England), but a higher proportion of pupils have tried an e-cigarette (27% North
West, 25% England).

For smoking prevalence among adults, there is a variety of data sources. QOF
data (2022/23) shows that the smoking prevalence in adults (15+) is 18% in
Knowsley, which is higher than England (14.7%)*. GP Patient Survey data
(2022/23) also suggest that smoking prevalence of adults (18+) in Knowsley
(16.8%) is higher than North West (14.7%) and England averages (13.6%)*. GP
data from November 2025 also shows that Knowsley has the 2™ highest
percentage of smokers (18+) across Liverpool City Region (LCR)*. Given adult
smoking prevalence is higher in Knowsley, compared to both the North West
and England, it’s plausible that pupil smoking prevalence in Knowsley may also
be elevated.

Alcohol

There is limited data on children and young people who drink alcoholin
Knowsley.

NHS England’s Smoking, Drinking and Drug use among young people survey
found that 37% of pupils have had an alcoholic drink in England (2023)*, This
is a decrease from 40% in 2021. In England, 5% of all pupils drink at least once a
week. Pupils who do drink tend to drink heavily or set out to get drunk. Out of
pupils who had drank in the last week 26% drank 15 or more units and out of



5.5.

10

pupils who were drunk in the past four weeks, 70% had deliberately tried to get
drunk.

NHS England’s study shows that a similar proportion of girls and boys drink
alcohol with 38% of girls and 36% of boys having had an alcoholic drink.
However, as with smoking and vaping, pupils with another gender identity are
more likely to have had an alcoholic drink (48%).

From a local survey (2023) conducted in two Knowsley schools (1 mainstream
and 1 SEN), over half (51.9%) of respondents stated they never drink alcohol **V,
Among those who claimed they do, 31.3% stated they drink less than once a
month.

Drugs

There is limited data on children and young people who have taken drugs in
Knowsley.

NHS England’s Smoking, Drinking and Drug use among young people survey
found that 13% of pupils have taken drugs in England (2023) *, 12% of both
boys and girls have taken drugs and 30% of pupils who identify as another
gender have taken drugs. The likelihood of using drugs increases with age as at
age 15 22% of girls, 23% of boys and 52% of those who identify as another
gender have taken drugs.

The most common drug taken by pupils is cannabis (6.6%), followed by glue,
gas, aerosols or solvents (4.8%). The type of drug pupils are most likely to take
also changes with age, as pupils aged 11 to 13 are more likely to take glue, gas,
aerosols or solvents and pupils aged 14 and 15 are more likely to take cannabis.

Proportion of pupils who have ever The most common drug taken by
taken individual drugs (2023) aie

11 - Glue, gas, aerosols or solvents @

12 - Glue, gas, aerosols or solvents [é)

132 - Glue, gas, aerosols or solvents @
1.6% 1.2% 14 - Cannabis%

. : : WSfCammabisgﬁg,
Cannabis Glue, gas, Nitrous Magic Cocaine
aerosols or Oxide mushrooms

solvents

6.6%

2.5%

In England, 2.7% of boys, 1.8% of girls and 5.9% of pupils who identify as another
gender take drugs at least once a month. Out of all pupils who have taken drugs



in the last year, 7% of pupils took drugs most days, 8% took drugs at least once a
week and 47% took drugs at least once or twice a month.

When taking drugs for the first time, most pupils obtained them from a friend.
25% of all pupils in England perceive it as fairly or very easy to obtain drugs. The
proportion of pupils who perceive it as fairly or very easy to obtain drugs
increases with ages.

Cannabis is also the most common substance amongst young people (17 or
under) in Knowsley receiving treatment, accounting for 64%*i, The number of
young people in treatment for cannabis has also increased by 45.5% from
2022/23t0 2023/24. Local insight suggests that ketamine use is a rapidly
increasing issue. 2023/24 data shows there are 15 young people in treatment for
ketamine in Knowsley, which is an increase of 200% from the previous year.

5.6.Sex Education

Sex Education is taught in schools to raise awareness of sexually transmitted
infections and to teach pupils about safe sex.

5.6.1. Sexually Transmitted Diseases

Following the Covid-19 pandemic, the Chlamydia detection rate amongst 15
to 24 year olds has significantly declined from 2,499 per 100,000 population
in 2019 to 1,005 per 100,000 in 2024, The Chlamydia detection rate in
Knowsley is below the England (1,250 per 100,000) and North West (1,379
per 100,000 averages).

Chlamydia detection rate per 100,000 aged 15 to 24
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Knowsley has the 3™ lowest rate of Chlamydia detection amongst 15 to 24
year olds in the North West. This may indicate that young people are
practicing safe sex and avoiding Chlamydia or may suggest that young
people in Knowsley aren’t getting tested for STI’s. The Department of Health
and Social Care identifies an increased detection rate as being indicative of
increased control activity*i,

5.6.2. Conceptions

12

10

The majority of teenage pregnancies are unplanned and around half end in
an abortion. Teenage pregnancies are avoidable and abortions are an
avoidable cost to the NHS. For many teenagers, bringing up a child is
difficult and may result in poor outcomes for both the parent and the child,
in terms of the baby's health, the mother's emotional health and well-being
and the likelihood of both the parent and child living in long-term poverty**,

Knowsley has a higher than average under 16 conception rate at 3.0 per
1,000 girls aged 13 to 15 years old, compared to 2.2 per 1,000 in England
and 2.9 per 1,000 in North West*. The under 16 conceptions rate in
Knowsley has fluctuated since 2009 but tends to be above national and
regional averages.

Under 16s conception rate per 1,000 females aged 13-15
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In 2022, Knowsley had a lower under 18s conception rate, at 12.3 per 1,000
girls aged 15to 17, compared to 16.8 in North West and 13.9 in England *.



The latest year is an anomaly when looking at previous years, where
Knowsley is usually higher than both regional and national averages.

Under 18s conception rate per 1,000 females aged 15-17
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5.6.3. Teenage Mothers

Children born to teenage mothers have 60% higher rates of infant mortality
and are at increased risk of low birthweight which impacts on the child's
long-term health™. Teenage mothers are three times more likely to suffer
from post-natal depression and experience poor mental health for up to
three years after the birth. Teenage parents and their children are also at
increased risk of living in poverty .

In 2023, the Under 18s birth rate in Knowsley was 2.3 per 1,000 females
aged 15-17* This is lower than both the North West (3.7) and England (3.0)
figures. Although the rate does fluctuate across time, Knowsley’s rate has
decreased in recent years.



Under 18s births rate per 1,000 females aged 15-17
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5.7.Vaccinations

After clean water, vaccination is the most effective public health intervention in
the world for saving lives and promoting good health*V. Immunisation helps to
prevent serious, infectious disease. It not only helps protect individuals but also
protects the broader community by minimising the spread of disease. Vaccine-
preventable diseases can cause hospitalisation, serious ongoing health
conditions and are sometimes fatal. High immunisation rates in the community
have led to many of these diseases becoming rare. However, they still exist and
the risks of side-effects or complications from these diseases are far greater
than the very small risks of side effects from vaccination. For most
immunisations, the WHO states a target of immunising at least 95% of all
children because this is the level where 'herd immunity' can be achieved™.

5.7.1. Early years vaccinations

Dtap IPV HepB is a 6 in 1 vaccine that protects against diphtheria, hepatitis B,
Hib (Haemophilus influenzae type b), polio, tetanus and whooping cough™,

Knowsley has the 6" lowest proportion of children who are vaccinated against
Dtap IPV Hib HepB (1 year old) across England, with only 83.5% of children
vaccinated*V, This is lower than the North West (90.2%) and England? (91.3%)
averages. Although there are fluctuations, Knowsley’s percentage has declined
across time.

2 England’s percentage should be interpreted with caution, as coverage for some vaccines in London may be underestimated due to
system changes and inclusion of only GP-registered children.
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The Hib/MenC vaccine protects against Haemophilus influenzae type b
(Hib) and the type of meningitis caused by group C bacteria. This is given
to babies after they have had three doses of the 6 in 1 vaccine .

Knowsley also has the 11" lowest proportion of children (78.9%) who
have had a Hib and MenC vaccination booster (2 years old) across
England™*, This is lower than both North West (88.5%) and England?
(88.6%) percentages. Knowsley’s percentage has noticeably declined
since 2018/19.

Population vaccination coverage: Hib and MenC booster (2 years old)
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The MMR vaccine protects against measles, mumps and rubella. NHS
England recommend that children receive two doses of MMR'. Knowsley
has the 11" lowest proportion of children who have had their MMR one

3 England’s percentage should be interpreted with caution, as coverage for some vaccines in London may be underestimated due to
system changes and inclusion of only GP-registered children.


https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hib/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hib/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/meningitis/

dose (2 years old) across England, as only 79.2% have received a
vaccination'. This is lower that the North West (88.9%) and England*
(88.9%) averages.

Population vaccination coverage: MMR for one dose (2 years old)
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Across England, Knowsley has the 33™ lowest proportion (76.9%) of
children who have had their MMR two doses (5 years old)"". This is the 3™
lowest percentage across the North West. In comparison, Knowsley’s
percentage is lower than both North West (85.6%) and England* (83.7%)
averages.

Population vaccination coverage: MMR for two doses (5
years old)
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Flu (influenza) is a highly infections viral illness. Immunisation is one of
the most effective interventions available and flu vaccinations can
prevent illness and hospital admissions. Nationally, Knowsley has the 2™
lowest proportion (25%) of children aged 2 to 3 who have received a flu

4 England’s percentage should be interpreted with caution, as coverage for some vaccines in London may be underestimated due to
system changes and inclusion of only GP-registered children.



vaccination'. Knowsley’s percentage is lower than both North West
(38.3%) and England (42.6%) figures.

Population vaccination coverage: Flu (2 to 3 years old)
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Around 2012 to 2014, the proportion of young people vaccinated in
Knowsley was higher than the national averages, since then there has
been a significant fall in the proportion of children being vaccinated
against all diseases. This may be partially a result of the Covid-19
pandemic but, vaccination coverage in Knowsley began to drop before
2019/20 after being higher than England and the North West in most
vaccines.

5.7.2. HPV

The national human papillomavirus (HPV) immunisation programme was
introduced in 2008 for secondary school year 8 females (12 to 13 years of
age) to protect them against the main causes of cervical cancer®. While it
was initially a three-dose vaccination programme, it was run as a two-dose
schedule, from September 2014 following expert advice.

The first HPV vaccine dose is usually offered to females in Year 8 (aged 12 to
13 years) and the second dose 12 months later in Year 9, but some local
areas have scheduled the second dose from six months after the first.
Therefore, the completed course coverage is not available until the end of
Year 9.

In Knowsley, 60.9% of girls aged 13 to 14 have received two doses of the
HPV vaccination (2022/23)". The proportion of girls receiving the HPV
vaccine has been declining over the last few years. The proportion of girls



receiving the HPV vaccination in Knowsley was above the national average
until 2022/23.

Population vaccination coverage: HPV vaccination coverage for
two doses (13 to 14 years old) - Female
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The HPV vaccination has only been offered to boys in more recent years. In
Knowsley, 68.3% of boys in Knowsley (aged 13 to 14) have had one dose of
the HPV vaccine (2023/24)". This is slightly higher than the North West
(68%) and England (67.7%) percentages.

Population vaccination coverage: HPV vaccination coverage
for one dose (12 to 13 year old) - Male
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5.8.Key points
e Overweight/Obesity prevalence amongst Reception and Year 6
children is a concern. Nationally, Knowsley has the 8" highest



percentage of Reception aged children living with Obesity, along with
the 2" highest percentage of Year 6 children living with Obesity.

e The proportion of young people accessing mental health services is
increasing in Knowsley. From GP data, 5.2% of children and young
people (0-19) in Knowsley are registered as having experienced a
mental health condition, which amounts to over 2,000 children and
young people. Of those 5.2%, nearly 1 in 5 have a record of self-harm.

e Although data is limited, the available data suggests e-cigarette
usage is increasing. Albeit limited, a 2023 local survey found that 46%
of pupils (in two Knowsley schools) had tried an e-cigarette,
compared to 18.1% who had tried smoking.

¢ In Knowsley, cannabis is still the most common substance amongst
young people (17 or under) receiving treatment, however, local
insight suggests ketamine use is a rapidly increasing problem.

e The proportion of children and young people being vaccinated is
generally decreasing. The decrease is steeper compared to the
decline observed both regionally and nationally.

6. Education

Education levels in Knowsley remain low, Knowsley has the lowest proportion of
children who achieved their maths and English GCSE’s in 2023/24 and the lowest
attainment 8 scores.

6.1. Foundation stage

In Knowsley, 66% of children achieved a good level of development at the end of
early years foundation stage (2024/25)"". The proportion of children achieving a
good level of development has increased by 3% points from 2023/24, however,
overall results have declined by -1.5% points from 2018/19. The decline
following 2018/19 is most likely due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and
subsequent missed school and nursery.

The proportion of pupils achieving a good level of development at the end of
early years foundation stage is below the national (68.3%) but above the



regional (65%) average. Knowsley’s results are also above statistical neighbours
results (65.5%)".

Proportion achieving a good level of development at the
end of early years foundation stage
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6.2. KS2 results

In Knowsley, 61% of children in KS2 met the expected standard in reading, writing
and mathmatics (2024/25)"". The proportion of children reaching the expected
standard has increased slightly by 2% point from 2023/24 and has declined by -2%
points since 2018/19. Similar to early years foundation stage, KS2 results will have
been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent missed and impacted
school years.

The proportion of pupils achieving the expected standard at key stage 2 in Knowsley
(61%) is similar to the proportion of pupils achieving this in England (61%), North
West (60%) 2024/25", Before the Covid-19 pandemic, there was a gap between
results in Knowsley and in England. Since the Covid-19 pandemic, results have
declined across the county but the gap in the results between Knowsley and
national and regional averages hasn’t re-appeared.



Proportion of pupils achieving expected standard in reading,
writing and mathmatics at Key Stage 2
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6.3.GCSFE’s

In 2025, 44% of Knowsley pupils received a 9-4 pass in their English and Maths
GCSE’s and 24.6% achieved a 9 to 5 pass. The proportion of children achieving at
least a grade 4 in English and maths GCSE’s has increased by 3.8% points compared
to 2024. In addition to this, the proportion achieving a 5 or above has also increased
by 1.7% points over the same time period™. There was an improvement in GCSE
results from 2019/20 and 2020/21, however these results were impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic and based on teacher assessments which explains the
heightened results™.

Despite an increase in the proportion of pupils in Knowsley achieving a grade 4to 9
in their GCSE maths and English, Knowsley continues to have the lowest proportion
of pupils achieving both a grade 4 and above and a grade 5 and above in their English
and Maths GCSEs since 2017/18"%,



% achieving 9-4 pass in English and Maths

80.0%

70.0% —/\

60.0% 4\

50.0%

40.0% 47M_5N/

46.2% .
41.9% 40.8% 41.3% 40.2% 44.0%

30.0%
20.0%
10.0%

0.0%
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

e (NOWSley e North West e==Statistical Neighbours e====England

Combined results in English and maths have now surpassed pre-pandemic levels,
marking the highest performance recorded to date—particularly for students
achieving a standard pass (grade 4 or above).

A similar trend can be observed in the proportion of pupils achieving a grade 5 or
above.

% achieving 9-5 pass in English and Maths GCSE's
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6.4. Progress 8 score



Progress 8 score captures the progress a pupil makes from the end of KS2 to the
end of KS4. The progress 9 score hasn’t been calculated for 2024/25 due to the
KS2 data being impacted by Covid-19

In Knowsley, the average Progress 8 score was -0.9 in 2024, this is the same as
the previous year. Knowsley has the 2" lowest average progress 8 score amongst
all Local Authorities in England. There was a slight improvement in the Progress 8
score in Knowsley from 2017 to 2019, however the average Progress 8 score has
fallen following the Covid-19 pandemic. Results for 2020 and 2021 are
unavailable due to the Covid-19 pandemic .

Average Progress 8 score per pupils
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6.5. Attainment 8 score

Attainment 8 is a measure used in England to assess the average academic
achievement of secondary school pupils across eight qualifications. Attainment
8 provides a more well-rounded view of pupil achievement.

Knowsley has had the lowest Attainment 8 score in England since 2016/17. The
current Attainment 8 score in Knowsley is 34.3°.

As with GCSE results, the attainment 8 score in Knowsley did improve during the
pandemic years, but the attainment 8 score in Knowsley was still the lowest in
the country during this time period. The attainment 8 score slightly improved
from 33.3in 2022/23 to 34.3 in 2024/25%. However, it is unclear is attainment 8
will continue to increase.

5 Attainment 8 scores for 2024/25 are provisional
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6.6. KS4 attainment by characteristic

In Knowsley and nationally, educational outcomes vary by characteristic.

6.6.1. Gender

On average, girls are more likely to achieve throughout school in both Knowsley
and nationally. The attainment gap between boys and girls in Knowsley reduces
as pupils age, the gap between boys and girls in early years foundation stage
was between 15% and 13% over the last 3 years and the gap between boys and
girls at key stage 4 was 5% over the last 3 years. The gender gap between
attainment is bigger in Knowsley compared to nationally.

Research suggests that girls outperform boys academically due to the way
children are socialised by gender as boys are often socialised to prioritise
physical activities. In addition to this, there is often a lack of male role models in
education settings which may impact boys engagement and motivation in
schools.

At the end of KS4 girls achieve higher than boys as 45.4% of girls achieved a
level 4 or above in their maths and English GCSE’s compared to 42.7% of boys
(2024/25)'*, The proportion of pupils in Knowsley achieving this grade has risen
between 2023/24 and 2024/25. Although more girls attained a pass overall, the
rate of improvement among boys has been greater, (results for girls increased by
2.5% and results for boys increased by 5%). Despite this, both girls and boys in
Knowsley achieve lower than girls and boys both nationally and in North West.

Indicator Knowsley England North West



Boys Average Attainment 8
% achieving grade 4 or above in
English & maths GCSE
% achieving grade 5 or above in
English & maths GCSE
Average Progress 8 score®
Girls Average Attainment 8
% achieving grade 4 or above in
English & maths GCSE
% achieving grade 5 or above in
English & maths GCSE
Average Progress 8 score®

31.9
42.7%

24.4%

-1.06

36.9

45.4%

24.8%

-0.74

44.0
62.6%

43.7%

-0.15

48.0

66.5%

46.7%

0.09

42.5
60.4%

40.5%
-0.29
46.7
63.7%

43.1%

-0.04

In Knowsley, the attainment gap between girls and boys has fallen from a peak of
20% in 2019/20 and 2020/21 to 2.7% in 2024/25. Nationally, the attainment gap
between girls and boys has fallen very slightly from 7.4% in 2020/21 to 5% in

2024/25%,
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6.6.2. Free School Meals

Throughout school, pupils eligible for free school meals are less likely to reach
expected standards. The gap between pupils eligible for free school meals and

not eligible is consistent as pupils progress through their childhood as in early

years foundation stage the gap between these cohorts was 20%, the same as the

gap at the end of Key Stage 4.
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In Knowsley, only 33.8% of pupils who received free school meals achieved a
grade 4 or above in their maths and English GCSE’s, this is significantly below the
proportion of pupils who don’t receive free school meals who achieved this
grade (54.2%) (2024/25)". Pupils in both North West and England who receive
free school meals also achieve lower than their peers who don’t receive free
school meals, however, their results are higher than pupils in Knowsley.

Free Average Attainment 8 29.2 35.0 34.2
School = % achieving grade 4 or above in 33.8% 43.6% 41.3%
Meals English & maths GCSE
% achieving grade 5 or above in 16.8% 25.6% 23.4%
English & maths GCSE
Average Progress 8 score’ -1.3 -0.57 -0.71
No Free Average Attainment 8 39.9 49.8 48.8
School = % achieving grade 4 or above in
Meals English & maths GCSE 54.2% 71.9% 70.5%
% achieving grade 5 or above in
English & maths GCSE 31.9% 52.1% 49.3%
Average Progress 8 score’ -0.52 0.14 0.04

A national study of teachers from National Education Union found that 94% of
teachers agree that poverty or low income has an impact on children’s learning
and 61% believed that it impacts learning to a large extent (2023). The learning of
children living in poverty or low income is impacted by children being
tired/fatigued, being unable to concentrate, having damaged or ill-fitting shoes
and clothes, being hungry throughout the day or being in frequent ill-health™.

Whilst not all children who live in poverty or low income households are
captured and receive free school meals, the free school meals indicator can be
used to explore the difference in attainment between the most and the least
deprived children. From the teacher’s responses, it can be argued that children
feel the impact of poverty in their learning.

Further to this, research from ONS shows that adults who received free school
meals as children and achieved the same level of education as their peers who
didn’t receive free school meals don’t earn as much in early adulthood. The gap
is the largest amongst adults with a level 6 (bachelors degree) qualification. ONS
suggest this is because of soft skills such as confidence, networking and their
knowledge of the job market. A person's background and opportunities available
to them and the qualification subject may also impact their earning potential™.
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6.6.3. Disadvantaged Status

Disadvantaged status refers to pupils who have been eligible for free school
meals in the past six years, have been looked after for at least one day or if they
have been adopted from care .

In Knowsley, 33.6% of pupils who have disadvantaged status achieved a grade 4
or above in the maths and English GCSE’s compared to 55.3% of pupils without
disadvantaged status (2024/25)". Nationally and regionally, pupils with
disadvantaged status don’t achieve as highly as pupils without.

In the UK, looked after children are amongst the lowest-performing groups for
educational outcomes. In 2021, only 6% of care leavers in England were in higher
education™, Children looked after and children who have been adopted from
care are at a higher risk of experiencing abuse, trauma, having emotional and
mental health needs, having their home life disrupted, loosing friends and being
in an unstable home"™".

In addition to this, a higher proportion of looked after children have SEND than
the total population. The majority of children looked after with SEND have SEMH
needs. This further explains why attainment may be lower.

Indicator Knowsley England
Disadvantaged Average Attainment 8 29 34.9 34.1
Status % achieving grade 4 or above | 33.6% 43.5% 41.2%
in English & maths GCSE
% achieving grade 5 or above  16.1% 25.6% 23.4%
in English & maths GCSE
Average Progress 8 score® -1.28 -0.57 -0.71
No Average Attainment 8 40.1 50.3 49.4
disadvantaged % achieving grade 4 or above
status in English & maths GCSE 55.3% 72.7% 71.5%
% achieving grade 5 or above
in English & maths GCSE 33.7% 52.8% 50.2%
Average Progress 8 score® -0.5 0.16 0.06

The Education Policy Institute ™ describe the relationship between disadvantage
and attainment as a gradient; the highest test scores are achieved by the most
advantaged pupils and the lowest by those living in the most disadvantaged
conditions. They also found that disadvantaged children start school already
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behind their peers and that the gap in performance widens as children progress
through their education. On average, disadvantaged children are:

e 4.3 months behind in the early years phase,
e 9.4 months behind in primary school,
e 18.4 months behind at key stage 4.

Persistently disadvantaged children (those who have been eligible for free school
meals for at least 80% of their school lives) are 23.4 months behind their peers at
KS4%,

6.6.4. Special Educational Needs

In Knowsley, pupils with SEN (both SEN Support and EHCP’s) are less likely to
achieve a grade 4 or above in their English and maths GCSE’s than their peers with
no identified SEN. As 15% of pupils with SEN achieved these qualifications
compared to 53.3% of pupils without identified SEN (2024/25)"*. Further to this,
pupils with SEN have a lower progress 8 score (-1.26) than pupils without SEN
(0.78) (2023/24).

Pupils with SEN in England and North West are more likely to achieve their maths
and English GCSEs at a grade 4 and above than pupils in Knowsley (31.3% of
pupils with SEN in England and 28.7% of pupils with SEN in North West)
(2024/25)",

Insight from professionals who work with children with SEN in Knowsley suggest
that these indicators aren’t suitable for children with SEN as they won't progress
at the same rates as children without SEN. Further to this, the national curriculum
isn’t suitable for all children with SEN and they should be assessed in an
alternative way as the needs and abilities of children vary.

Indicator Knowsley England North
West

AU SEN Average Attainment 8 17.8 28.1 27.0

% achieving grade 4 or above @ 15% 31.3% 28.7%

in English & maths GCSE

% achieving grade 5 or above = 7% 17.9% 15.9%

in English & maths GCSE

Average Progress 8 score® -1.26 -0.63 -0.76
No SEN Average Attainment 8 39.6 50.1 48.7
Identified 9% achieving grade 4 or above
SEN in English & maths GCSE 53.3% 72.3% 69.8%
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% achieving grade 5 or above
in English & maths GCSE 30.2% 51.5% 47.9%
Average Progress 8 score® -0.78 0.1 -0.04

Both in Knowsley and nationally, pupils with SEN support are more likely to pass
their GCSE maths and English than pupils with an EHC plan. This is expected as
pupils who have an EHCP have more complex needs.

Indicator Knowsley England North
West

EHCP Average Attainment 8 8.4 14.8 14.5

% achieving grade 4 or above @ 5.5% 13.9% 12.9%

in English & maths GCSE

% achieving grade 5 or above = 3.1% 7.5% 6.6%

in English & maths GCSE

Average Progress 8 score® -1.26 -0.63 -0.76
SEN Average Attainment 25.3 33.7 32.9
Support % achieving grade 4 or above

in English & maths GCSE 22.6% 36.2% 38.5%

% achieving grade 5 or above

in English & maths GCSE 10.1% 20.3% 22.3%

Average Progress 8 score® -0.78 0.1 -0.04

6.6.5. English as a second language

Excluding the Early Years Foundation Stage, pupils in Knowsley whose first language
is not English consistently outperform those whose first language is English across
all key stages.

Nationally, pupils with English as a first language tend to perform better slightly
better at Key Stage 4. However, pupils whose first language is not English achieve
significantly higher outcomes in Knowsley. The attainment gap between these
groups in Knowsley is 17.3%, compared to just 1.9% nationally and 4.1% regionally
ix highlighting a much wider local disparity.

Research into educational outcomes indicates that English language proficiency is
the most significant factor influencing attainment, more so than other
characteristics. Pupils whose first language is not English often receive additional
language support, which may give them an advantage in accessing learning. In
contrast, pupils in Knowsley who speak English as their first language but also
require extra support may not benefit from the same targeted interventions.



In Knowsley, 43.1% of children with English as their first language achieved grade 4
or above in English and maths GCSE, compared to 60.7% of children whose first
language isn’t English (2023/24)%.

Pupils in England and North West who's first language isn’t English perform slightly
better than pupils whose first language is English. However, there is a significantly
larger gap between the results in Knowsley (17.6%) and the results nationally and
regionally (1.9% and 4.1% respectively).

Knowsley has a low proportion of residents who were born outside of the UK (5.4%)
and 6.6% of all residents don’t speak English as their main language (2021)".

Indicator Knowsley England
English Average Attainment 8 33.7 45.5 43.6
as first % achieving grade 4 or above | 43.1% 64.3% 61.3%
language in English & maths GCSE

% achieving grade 5 or above 23.9% 45.6% 41.0%

in English & maths GCSE

Average Progress 8 score® -0.95 -0.13 -0.27
First Average Attainment 8 44.4 48.4 48.3
language % achieving grade 4 or above = 60.7% 66.2% 65.4%
other in English & maths GCSE
than % achieving grade 5 or above = 36.1% 47.9% 45.9%
English in English & maths GCSE

Average Progress 8 score®? 0.29 0.51 0.54

6.6.6. Ethnicity

In Knowsley, pupils from White backgrounds have the lowest Attainment 8 and
Progress 8 score. This is the same in both England and North West, however,
there is a significant attainment gap between the results of pupils from White
backgrounds in Knowsley and pupils from White backgrounds in England and
North West.

In Knowsley, pupil attainment and attendance patterns vary notably by ethnic
group:
e Inthe Early Years Foundation Stage (2024/25), pupils from Other and
Asian ethnic groups had the highest proportions achieving a good
level of development.
e AtKey Stage 1, Asian, Black, and Mixed ethnic groups had the highest
attainment, outperforming White and Other groups.
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o Atthe end of Key Stage 2, pupils from Asian backgrounds continue to
outperform their peers, achieving the highest rates at both the
expected and higher standards.

o At Key Stage 4, pupils from Asian backgrounds had the highest
attainment and progress scores, while pupils from White backgrounds
had the lowest, with a substantial gap compared to national figures '*.

Despite pupils from Asian backgrounds having the highest proportion of pupils
who achieved a grade 4 or above in the maths and English GCSE’s, pupils from
Asian backgrounds have the second lowest proportion of pupils who achieved a
grade 5 in Knowsley. This differs from the regional and national picture where
pupils from Asian backgrounds are also most likely to achieve a grade 5 or above.

Indicator Knowsley England North West ‘
Asian = Average Attainment 8 39.4 52.7 50.8

% achieving grade 4 or above 72.2% 73.6% 70.6%

in English & maths GCSE

% achieving grade 5 or above @ 27.3% 56.9% 52.2%

in English & maths GCSE

Average Progress 8 score™ 0.5 0.51 0.48
Black = Average Attainment 8 37.3 46.0 46.7

% achieving grade 4 or above | 44.4% 63.8% 64.1%

in English & maths GCSE

% achieving grade 5 or above @ 27.8% 43% 42.5%

in English & maths GCSE

Average Progress 8 score™! -0.15 0.26 0.43
Mixed Average Attainment 8 43.7 47 45.8

% achieving grade 4 or above 51.7% 64.9% 63%

in English & maths GCSE

% achieving grade 5 or above = 37.9% 46.3% 43%

in English & maths GCSE

Average Progress 8 score™! -0.05 -0.02 -0.09
Other Average Attainment 8 44.4 45.8 46.8

% achieving grade 4 or above 36.4% 61.7% 63.3%

in English & maths GCSE

% achieving grade 5 or above 36.4% 44.4% 45.1%

in English & maths GCSE

Average Progress 8 score™! -0.04 0.53 0.61
White Average Attainment 8 34.0 44.7 43.3

% achieving grade 4 or above | 43.7% 63.2% 60.4%

in English & maths GCSE

% achieving grade 5 or above  24.1% 43.3% 39.9%

in English & maths GCSE

Average Progress 8 score™! -0.95 -0.15 -0.3

112023/24 results



6.7. Absence in Knowsley

The overall absence rate'’? in Knowsley was 8.6% (2024/25)*, the absence rate in
Knowsley has remained similar over the past two years. However, overall absence
has increased by 2.9% points since 2020/21. Absences due to COVID
circumstances aren’tincluded as an absence within absence rates.

Knowsley’s overall absence rate has been consistently above the national and
regional averages since 2017. Knowsley had the highest absence rate in England in
2024/25. There was an increase in the overall absence rate in England and North
West in 2022/23, this is in line with the increases in Knowsley. The overall absence
rate is 7.2% in England and 7.2% in North West (2024/25)*\,

Total School Absence
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The persistent absence rate™ in Knowsley was 26.9% in 2023/24. The persistent
absence rate has slightly decreased since a peak of 28.7% in 2021/22, however, the
persistent absence rate has increased from 16% in 2016/17%,

Similar to overall absence rates, the persistent absence rates in Knowsley are higher
than both national and regional averages (2024/25). The persistent absence rate was
18.7% in England and 18.5% in North West ™. The persistent absence rates in England
and North West have followed the same trend as the rates in Knowsley with a peakin
2021/22.

2The overall absence rate is the total number of sessions missed due to absence for all pupils as a
percentage of the total number of possible sessions for all pupils. One session is equal to half a day.

3 A pupil enrolment is identified as persistently absent if 10% or more of possible sessions are missed,
and severely absent if 50% or more of possible sessions are missed.

10% of sessions translates to around 7 days of absence across the term.
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National research suggests that absence has increased because of:

e Parental attitude shift following Covid-19

@)

@)

Bromcom found that parents are no longer engaged with the school.
Public First found that absence is increasing because parents are
more willing to take their children on holiday during school time as
‘life’s too short’™ii,

e Mental health issues have increased amongst young people

@)

A survey from Bromcom shows that 84% of schools surveyed cite
absence increases due to mental health issues and 59% agree that
increased mental health support would have a positive impact on
attendance™>,

e Costof living is a burden to families

©)

Parent Kind found that 20% of parents are unable to afford the cost of
sending their child to school and 50% are worried about the cost of
school uniforms.

The Child Poverty Action Group have found that the cost of sending a
child to schoolis £517.02 for primary school and 1,406.33 for
secondary school (excluding the cost of school lunches)™.

Parent Kind also found that the cost of going on holiday during the
school holidays means they cannot go away and 29% of families
would take their children out of school for a holiday.

As with educational attainment, both overall and persistent absence is more

common amongst pupils with SEN and pupils receiving free school meals.

6.7.1. Key points



7. Outcomes

There is an attainment gap between pupils with SEN or are from
deprived backgrounds and pupils without.

The attainment gap for SEN pupils in Knowsley is similar to that in
England and North West, however results in Knowsley are
significantly lower for all pupils.

There are opportunities to support pupils with their soft skills, as
pupils from more deprived backgrounds are less likely to have
these.

Pupils in early years and KS2 achieve at similar levels to pupils
nationally, suggesting that children entering KS3 and KS4 may
require more educational support.

As well as attainment, Knowsley has low attendance rates which
may contribute to the lower results in Knowsley.

Absence has significantly increased in Knowsley following the
Covid-19 pandemic, this is likely the result of parental attitude
changes.

7.1. Education and Training

In Knowsley, 89.3% of 16 & 17 year olds were in education or training by March

31°2025. This is the highest proportion of young people in education or training
since 2017. However, the proportion of young adults in education or training in
Knowsley remains below England, North West and statistical neighbour

averages™.
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A lower proportion of pupils with SEN were in education or training as only 83%
of pupils were in education or training in 2025. This is lower than the national,
regional and statistical neighbours average. Since 2019, the proportion of pupils
with SEN being in education & training has remained below these averages™'.

Proportion of 16-17 year olds with SEN in education &
training
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7.2.NEET

5.7% of 16 & 17 year olds in Knowsley are not in education, employment or
training. This is similar to the average of Knowsley’s statistical neighbours but
higher than the England and North West averages. The proportion of 16 & 17
year olds not in education, employment or training has declined since a peak of
6.8% of young adults in 2021%i, This is likely due to the Covid-19 pandemic and
the rise in unemployment generally. However, there same rise wasn’t seen
nationally, regionally or in Knowsley’s statistical neighbours.

Proportion of 16-17 year olds that are not in education,
employment or training
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7.3.

7.4

In Knowsley 1.8% of 16 to 17 year olds activity isn’t known. These young people
may be engaging in education, employment or training but their activity isn’t
captured.

Employment rates

The unemployment rate in Knowsley is consistently higher than both regional
and national averages. The current unemployment rate for 16 to 64 year olds is
4.1% in Knowsley, 4.1% in North West and 4.2% in England (July 2024 - June
2025)%v,

73.8% of adults aged 16-64 are employed in Knowsley, compared to 74.1%in
North West and 75.8% in England.

.Employment by occupation

In Knowsley, the most common employment occupation group is major group 1-
3 as 40.9% of people in employment are in management, professional or
associate professional occupations. However, this is lower than both the
national (53.3%) and regional averages (50.9%) (July 2024 — June 2025)™*,
Knowsley has a higher proportion of employees working across all other major
groups than England and North West averages.

The Soc 2020 groups relate to skill level with Soc 2020 Major Group 1-3 being
occupations that usually require a degree or equivalent relevant work experience
and Soc Major Group 8-9 being occupations that usually equate to having
general, usually compulsory education. While these groups don’t directly link to
earnings, itis likely that those in groups 1-3 will likely be higher earners than
those in groups 8-9.

Knowsley | Knowsley North England
(numbers) % West % %
Soc 2020 Major Group 1-3 | 27,300 40.9 50.9 53.3
1 Managers, directors | 5,200 7.3 10 11.2
and senior officials
2 Professional 12,700 17.8 26.7 26.9
occupations
3 Associate 11,300 15.8 14 15
professional
occupations
Soc 2020 Major Group 4-5 | 14,300 16,400 22.9 17.3




4 Administrative & 8,900 12.4 9.1 9.2
secretarial
occupations
5 Skilled trades 7,500 10.4 8.1 8.5
occupations

Soc 2020 Major Group 6-7 | 10,700 14,400 20.1 16
6 Caring, leisure and 8,300 11.6 9.5 8.5
Other Service
occupations
7 Sales and customer | 6,100 8.5 6.4 5.8
service occs

Soc 2020 Major Group 8-9 | 12,900 11,500 16.1 15.9
8 Process plant & 5,100 7.1 6.4 5.6
machine operatives
9 Elementary 6,400 9 9.5 9
occupations

7.5. Employment by Industry

In Knowsley, the majority of employees work within human health and social
work activities (22.7%), this is likely due to having a hospital in the borough that
will attract workers. The second most common industry is manufacturing (15.2%

of employees) and Wholesale and retail trade (13.6% of employees)*™". Thisis

expected because of Jaguar Land Rover, Knowsley Industrial Estate and the large

Amazon and QVC warehouses in Kirkby.

Knowsley | Knowsley North England
Employees % West % %
B : Mining and quarrying 10 0.1 0.2
C : Manufacturing 10,000 15.2 8.7 7.3
D : Electricity, gas, steam and air 30 0 0.4 0.4
conditioning supply
E : Water supply; sewerage, waste | 700 1.1 0.7 0.7
management and remediation
activities
F : Construction 4,000 6.1 4.9 5
G : Wholesale and retail trade; 9,000 13.6 14 13.7
repair of motor vehicles and
motorcycles
H : Transportation and storage 5,000 7.6 4.7 5
| : Accommodation and food 2,500 3.8 7.5 7.8
service activities
J : Information and communication | 1,250 1.9 3 4.5
K: Financial and insurance 200 0.3 2.4 3.4
activities
L : Real estate activities 500 0.8 1.9 1.9
M : Professional, scientific and 3,500 5.3 9.6 9.3
technical activities




N : Administrative and support 4,500 6.8 8.7 8.6
service activities

O : Public administration and 2,000 3 5.1 4.9
defence; compulsory social

security

P : Education 5,000 7.6 8.3 8.6
Q : Human health and social work | 15,000 22.7 15.9 14.2
activities

R : Arts, entertainment and 1,750 2.7 2.3 2.5
recreation

S : Other service activities 800 1.2 1.6 1.9

7.6. Earnings in Knowsley

The mean (average) annual pay in Knowsley is £39,711. This is lower than the
England average of £49,386 and the North West average of £43,863. Knowsley
also has the lowest annual pay in the Liverpool City Region (2025).

The mean annual pay in Knowsley increased by 4% from 2024 to 2025, showing a
positive upward trend. However pay in Knowsley remains lower®,

7.7.Key points

e Knowsley has a higher proportion of 16 & 17 year olds who are not in
education, training or employment.

e Unemploymentis higher in Knowsley.

e Adults in Knowsley are less likely to be in job that require high skill
levels

e Average pay in Knowsley is lower than England, North West and City
Region averages.
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