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Welcome to the latest edition of

If you are anything like me, you’ll find this
time of year particularly special. Christmas
brings such happiness to both young and old
and is a great opportunity to reconnect with
family, friends and neighbours.

A

s we all prepare for the festive
season it’s worth taking a look
at our Christmas guide on pages
14 and 15.
You also might be interested in our
‘Staying warm and well’ article on
page 6 and the item below, outlining
the opening times for council services
over the festive season.

At such a time of celebration, we have
also taken a look back at some of our
recent business achievements (pages
12 and 13). This includes welcoming
new businesses like Matalan and
Morrisons to Knowsley and the
speculative development boom we
are currently seeing.
And for those of you already looking
ahead to the new year and making a

healthy start to 2015, then make sure
you read our feature on pages 16 and 17.
I do hope you enjoy this magazine and
most importantly that you and your
families have a very happy Christmas!

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

Festive opening hours
The opening times for our customer services will vary over the festive period.
If you need to contact us, we will be open at the following times:
Christmas Christmas
Eve
Day

Boxing
Day

Saturday
27 Dec

Sunday
28 Dec

Monday
29 Dec

Tuesday
30 Dec

New
Years
Eve

New
Years
Day

Friday 2 Saturday 3 Sunday 4
January
January January

Contact
Centre

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

9am 5pm

9am 5pm

9am 5pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

One Stop
Shops

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

9am 5pm

9am 5pm

9am 5pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Register
Office

9am 12pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

9am 5pm

9am 5pm

9am 5pm

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

All services will return to their usual opening hours from Monday 5 January 2015. The number for our Contact
Centre is 0151 489 6000.
If you want to find out about ceremony availability at the Register Office over the Christmas period, please ring
0151 443 2900.
You can also access a wide range of customer services through the council’s website www.knowsley.gov.uk
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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What’s hot

The

£34 million

budget challenge

As you know, the
Government is severely
cutting the funding it gives
us. This means that on top
of the £60 million we’ve
already saved since 2010, we
now need to find a further
£34 million of savings that’s a total of £94 million
altogether.

1

6

Each year, the council delivers over 700 different
services to 146,000 residents in 64,000 households
– helping to look after your local area and improve
the lives of local people.
The services we provide are funded largely through
grants from central government, but also through
Council Tax and Business Rates. In order to achieve
the £34 million savings, we are reviewing what we
do, how we do it and identifying ways that we can
become less reliant on Government funding.
We are working more closely with other services
like the NHS, the Police, the Fire Service and our
voluntary sector. We are also raising more money
for the borough by helping to build new homes
and supporting businesses which will generate
more funding through Council Tax and Business
Rates.
However, this challenge is getting harder and we
simply can’t do this without everyone working
together.
We’ve thought of a number of ways we can
do this . . .
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- we need your help!
2

3

5

4

8

9
Shopping
locally will
grow local
business and
create jobs

We need your help!

Visit our website for more details
www.knowsley.gov.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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What’s hot

Major changes to care and support
In April next year, the Care Act 2014 will come into force putting individuals and their carers
more in control of their own care and support.
The changes will be the most significant
for 60 years.
Up until now, the focus has been on
what services local authorities can
provide, rather than the needs of
the individual. This is set to change meaning that the system will be built
around each individual, looking at what
they need and how they can be best
cared for within their local communities.

The Act also sets out clearly when the
council will provide support and for the
first time it gives carers the same rights
as those they care for.
Care and support is something that
nearly everyone will experience at some
point in their lives; even if you don’t
need care yourself, you will probably
know a family member or friend who
does, or you may care for someone.

The majority of the changes will come
into force in April next year (2015)
with further changes planned in April
2016. This will include the capping of
care costs - meaning that those aged
over 65 won’t pay more than £72,000
towards their care.
The council will be writing to residents
affected by these new changes and
information will be available in council
buildings such as libraries and One
Stop Shops. For further information,
visit the council’s website. Alternatively
you can call Christine Lobley on
0151 443 2908 or email
Christine.lobley@knowsley.gov.uk

More children than
ever enjoy healthy
school meals
Since the introduction of Universal Infant Free School Meals in
September, there’s been a big increase in the number of children
swapping packed lunches with nutritious school lunches.
More than 85% of infants across
Knowsley currently enjoy a school meal
- helping to boost the overall number of
primary pupils having a hot lunch from
45% to 64%, which is well above the
national average of 46%.
All primary schools have seen an
increase in school meals uptake of over
50% with Northwood Primary reporting
a 107% increase!
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School lunches in the borough include
a hot or cold meal, drink and fruit or
a dessert – providing children with
nutritious, tasty meals cooked fresh on
the premises every day.
Priced at just £1.70 for a primary meal
and £1.75 for a secondary lunch,
school meals in Knowsley are among
the cheapest on Merseyside. For more
information about school meals in
Knowsley visit the council’s website.

What’s hot

Knowsley residents

GET AHEAD
with new scheme

Residents in Knowsley have
the opportunity to ‘get ahead’
thanks to a new initiative
launched by Knowsley Council.
The ‘Get Ahead’ campaign aims to
help people in their daily lives by giving
them the skills they need to help the
kids with their homework, manage the
household budget, access discounts
online or land their next job.
The campaign is raising awareness of
the free, local courses that are open to
residents to help them improve their
skills, confidence and even achieve
qualifications.
In addition, residents will continue
to be able to access Knowsley
Works for wider support to
help them get into work.

For more information about
Getting Ahead in Knowsley visit
www.knowsley.gov.uk/learn
or call 0151 443 2026.

FREE
ADULINTG

LEARN S
COURSE

Cllr Dave Lonergan, Knowsley
Council’s Cabinet Member for
Regeneration, Economy & Skills,
said,
We’re helping people to help
themselves. ‘Get Ahead’ is about
providing residents with information
on the range of support, training and
courses available to help them gain
the skills or qualifications they need
to improve their day-to-day life. Don’t
delay - book your place today!

Whatever your sk
and your needs, ills
is a course to suitthere
you!
• English skills
Help with reading,
writing,
spelling, punctuation
and
grammar. Further co
urses
are also available to
progress
to a nationally reco
gnised
qualification.
• Maths skills
Help with multiplica
tions,
fractions, money m
anagement
and measurement.
Opportunities are als
o available
to study towards a
nationally
recognised qualific
ation.
• Combined Engl
ish and maths
You can study two
subjects in
one location.
• Workworld
Unemployed peop
le can
improve their skills
to help them
back into work. Al
l Workworld
courses are accredit
ed, so in
addition to updatin
g your skills,
you will also achieve
nationally
recognised awards
to add to
your CV. Further co
urses can
also help with how
to write a
CV, search and apply
for jobs,
as well as developing
your
interview technique
s.
• Reading suppor
t courses
At a pace to suit yo
u.
• Computers for
beginners
Help for adults with
little or
no experience with
computers
who wish to develop
their skills.
The course includes
using the
internet, setting up
an email
account, using Micr
osoft Office
programmes and pr
inting
documents.
• Digital Skills w
orkshops
Drop-in sessions to
answer
questions about us
ing the
internet, email and
searching
for jobs.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Staying warm and well
Winter is the season for coughs, colds and other
illnesses and with the temperatures set to drop,
it’s important you stay warm and well this winter.

Top tips
Visit your local chemist or walk-in
centre
• Your local chemist is available for
friendly, confidential, expert advice
and treatment for everyday health
issues without the need for an
appointment
• Nurse led walk-in services (no
appointment necessary) offer
treatment 365 days of the year

Make an appointment with your GP
• If you are pregnant or over 65, you
will be eligible for a free flu jab
• If you are 70, 78 or 79 or more, the
shingles vaccination is available for
you
• Visit your GP if you are over 65 and
haven’t already had your pneumonia
jab
• If you do need to see a doctor, same
day appointments are available
Monday to Friday plus access to
evening and weekend services
Keep your home warm
• Use heavy curtains to cover draughty
windows
• Think about getting cavity wall or loft
insulation fitted
• The council’s energy officer

(0151 443 5817) can provide advice
on effective use of heating, boilers,
repairs and in some cases financial
support to keep your home warmer
Keep yourself warm
• Wear lots of thin layers of clothing
• Consume hot drinks throughout
the day
Think of others
• If you have an elderly relative or
neighbour, make sure you remember
to check that they are keeping warm
and well
More information is available on the
council’s website - search for ‘be
prepared for winter’ or visit
www.knowsleyccg.nhs.uk

Apply for a primary school place

If you child was born between 1 September 2010 and 31 August 2011
then you should apply for your child’s primary school place now.
Parents and carers need to complete an application form in order to
secure a reception class place for September 2015.
The closing date for applications is Thursday 15 January 2015.
Parents and/or carers can apply online through the council’s website
or by completing an application form which is available in the
‘Primary Education 2015/16’ admissions booklet.
Admissions booklets are available from any Knowsley primary
school or by contacting the Admissions Team on 0151 443 5142/43.
The booklet is also available on the council’s website.
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Knowsley awards
its Good Neighbours

Royal
British
Legion at
Knowsley’s
One Stop
Shops

The Mayor of Knowsley, Cllr Frank Walsh, with the 2014 Good Neighbours in Knowsley Award winners

The Royal British Legion is holding
drop-in events in each of the
borough’s One Stop Shops.

Knowsley’s
local community
stars have been
recognised at the
Good Neighbours
in Knowsley
Awards 2014.
The awards paid tribute to the special
people in Knowsley who have made
a significant difference to the lives of
their neighbours or local community, as
nominated by those they have helped.
This year residents were nominated for
a wide variety of reasons - from giving
up time to teach young people to dance
and charity fundraising, to setting up
and running support groups for families
of children with special needs or for
people suffering from Alzheimer’s and
their carers.
The nominees were whittled down
to five winners, with one also being
chosen as the ‘Borough Winner’.

Cllr Ron Round, Leader of the Council,
said:
Congratulations to all this year’s
winners and thank you for all the
time and energy you’ve dedicated
for the good of local people and
communities.
The Good Neighbours in Knowsley
Awards are a fantastic way to
officially recognise those in the
local community who make a real
difference to others.
We have a strong community spirit
here in Knowsley and it’s great to
be able to say thank you to those
special people in the borough.
The five winners were treated to
afternoon tea with the Mayor of
Knowsley, Cllr Frank Walsh, before
being presented with their welldeserved Good Neighbours in Knowsley
award and certificate.
The awards were organised by
The Knowsley Partnership.

The sessions provide information,
advice and guidance for any serving
members of the Armed Forces,
Reservists, veterans and their families.
The information available includes
advice on welfare, membership and
general support and comradeship.
The drop-in sessions take place
between 10am and 1pm at:
• Huyton One Stop Shop First Friday of the month
• Prescot One Stop Shop Second Friday of the month
• Halewood One Stop Shop Third Friday of the month
• Kirkby One Stop Shop Fourth Friday of the month
Alternatively, you can call the
British Legion’s Contact Centre
on 0808 8028080, email
Cheshire&Merseyside@
britishlegion.org.uk or visit
www.britishlegion.org.uk

Good Neighbours in Knowsley Award 2014 winners:
Huyton - Tia Donnellan
Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village - Elizabeth Greenall
Kirkby - Helen Wheelhouse
Halewood - Patricia Mairs

Borough Winner - Elizabeth Greenall
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Local Plan

- findings to be released in 2015
Knowsley’s Local Plan sets out a vision and strategy
for the development of Knowsley up to 2028.

Housing
advice
project
launched
The council is funding a new
project to provide free specialist
housing advice to residents across
the borough – anything from
dealing with disrepair to preventing
eviction, repossessions or becoming
homeless.
The Knowsley Housing Advice
and Information Project is being
delivered by SHAP and Merseyside
Welfare Rights and can help support
you, whether you own or rent your
home.
You can speak to our advisers at:
• The Kirkby Centre, Norwich Way,
L32 8XY - every Thursday
(9.45am to 1pm)
• Prescot Shopping Centre, Aspinall
Street, L34 5GA - the second and
fourth Tuesday of every month
(9.45am to 1pm)
• The Halewood Centre, Roseheath
Drive, L26 9UG - the first and
third Tuesday every month
(9.45am to 1pm)
• River Alt Resource Centre,
Woolfall, Heath Avenue,
L36 3YE - every 			
Friday, (1pm to 4.30pm
appointment only)
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The council submitted its Local
Plan Core Strategy to the
Government last year (2013) and
an ‘Examination in Public’ has
been taking place since.
As a result of this process,
some changes to the plan were
proposed which the council has
recently been giving local people
and businesses the chance to
comment on. This has included
the release of some sites from the

green belt in order to meet the
need for new homes and jobs.
All responses received as part
of this consultation will be
considered by the Government
Inspector who is expected to
issue a final report in the coming
months.
For regular updates and more
details visit
www.knowsley.gov.uk/localplan

Go ahead for new
M62 footbridge
Knowsley and Liverpool councils have
granted planning permission for a new
bridge across the M62 motorway.
The new bridge will be an eye catching
landmark and the steel structure will also
include feature lighting.
It will replace the outdated concrete bridge
between Junctions 4 and 5 and will be an
important link for residents on the north and south of the motorway for
future generations.
The new bridge will be a combined footpath and cycleway that is
3 metres wide, so it’s safe for pedestrians and cyclists to use.
Work is expected to start in late spring and disruption to local residents
and motorway drivers will be kept to a minimum.

What’s hot

Express journeys
for Knowsley
Major improvement works will
soon be complete on the A5300
Knowsley Expressway junction
with the A562 Speke Road.
The improvements will reduce
congestion and queues and make
journeys easier for motorists.
At peak times, traffic at the junction
and in the immediate area was very
heavy and long queues were a daily
occurrence. This caused problems for
motorists and businesses using this
route for travel.

A new left turn slip road has been
installed from the A5300 Knowsley
Expressway southbound carriageway to
the A562 Speke Road eastbound. Other
improvements have been made to the
overall interchange.
The junction is a key part of the city
region’s transport network and supports
many businesses - connecting key
employment sites,
residential areas and
development sites.

Introduction
to retail sector

Dat
DoProtection
you
need help
finding a
job?

skills
Are you:

NEW POWERS to tackle
Anti-social behaviour
New powers on how the police, local authorities,
health partners and social housing providers
respond to anti-social behaviour (ASB) recently
came into force as part of the Anti-Social
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014.
There are a range of new powers in place which aim
to put the victim at the centre of how agencies respond
to complaints. This can include victims being involved in
suggesting how offenders should be punished or even
requesting a review of their case should they be
unsatisfied with how it has been handled.
The changes reflect the serious nature
of ASB which includes behaviour that
causes harassment, alarm or distress to
a member, or members, of the public
or has a detrimental effect on their
quality of life.

•
•
•

Communica
Finding it hard to get an interview?
Keen to improve your employment
prospects?
and customer skills
Looking for a decent job?

Work Routes can help.

Presentat
It’s a five day training course delivered
over three weeks and once completed
you will achieve a nationally recognised
qualification.

skills

The course will prepare you for work
and will help you apply for local
and national jobs in warehousing,
manufacturing, retail and more.

Job search

The voluntary training is delivered
by professional trainers in a friendly
and matching
skills
to vacanc
environment
and you may
be entitled
to
a bus pass to cover travel costs.

Identifying
skills
For more information call Danielle
and
on 0151
443 5804goal
or send an settin
email with your contact details to

knowsleyworkroutes@knowsley.gov.uk

Further information on the Act and
the new powers can be found on
the Merseyside Police and Crime
Commissioner’s website www.merseysidepcc.info
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Regenerate Knowsley

The transformation begins
The site of the former Lancashire
Watch Company headquarters
on Albany Road has now been
cleared, ready for construction
work to begin on 70 new homes.

Prescot
Prescot
Make the time

Make the

The £11 million extra care housing
development will transform the site
providing a mix of one and two
time
bedroom apartments and two bedroom
bungalows.

Win a shop!
Knowsley investment charity, One
Ark, has offered an enterprising,
unique and independent retailer
the opportunity to win a shop
in Prescot Shopping Centre rent
free for a year! Twenty one
expressions of interest were
received. The winner will be
announced just before Christmas.

Prescot
Townscape
Heritage
Initiative (THI)
The Prescot THI is repairing and
restoring a number of buildings
in the town centre. Work is well
underway on the first properties on Eccleston Street and High Street that will benefit from this initiative.
Repair work to 29-31 Eccleston Street
and 40 High Street includes new
shop fronts and the conversion of the
currently unused upper floors into flats.
The end result will bring previously
vacant floor space back to life and
also provide valuable work experience
for local apprentices and construction
students.
For the latest THI news, visit
www.prescotthi.org.uk
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Extra care schemes like this allow
residents who are 55 or over to enjoy
a healthier, active and independent
lifestyle with the added benefit of 24/7
care and support. The development
will also include security, communal
gardens, a restaurant, hairdresser and
social rooms.

The watch factory was founded in
1889. The listed buildings on the site
will be retained and redeveloped as part
of the work - ensuring Prescot’s rich
heritage is retained.
The first properties will be available in
May 2016.

What you can do at Prescot
Soccer & Leisure Centre
Prescot Soccer & Leisure Centre now has a range of sessions and
activities on offer, including:Adult five-a-side league

Monday and Wednesday
(6pm to 9pm)

£25 per team
per game

Walking football

Wednesday (12 noon to 1pm)

£3 per session

Metafit (new twist on
circuit-style training)

Wednesday (5pm to 5.30pm)
Friday (6pm to 6.30pm)

£4.75 per
session

Junior soccer coaching

Monday (5pm to 6pm)
Saturday (9.30am to 10.30am)

£3 per session

(with fully qualified coaches)

Girls only football
Monday (5pm to 6pm)
(7 to 11 year olds)		

£3 per session

Goalkeeping
Monday (5pm to 6pm)
(4 to 11 year olds)		

£3 per session

To find out more, call 0151 443 2795

M&S is a
big hit!
M&S Simply Food has opened its doors
in plenty of time for the Christmas rush.
The new store at Cables Retail Park,
which also includes an M&S Café and in-store bakery,
is already proving really popular with local residents.

Regenerate Knowsley

Transformation of
Kirkby under way
Work is now well under way to transform Kirkby town centre as part
of the £200 million regeneration programme.
Tesco has begun the first part of the
improvements in Newtown Gardens
and Market Square, with paving dug up
to make way for a radically improved
appearance, landscaping and layout.
Work is also now beginning to
transform Civic Square, in front of the
council’s £5 million Kirkby Centre, with
the improvements to St Chad’s Parade
due to begin next month.
This will create four attractive open
spaces, all linked to bring the new-look
town centre together.

Tesco spokesperson Mark Thomas
said,
It’s fantastic to see our work
starting to transform Kirkby town
centre as part of our regeneration
plans.
This is a major investment and
we’re proud to be working hard to
improve the town centre for the
community.
We’ll have more information on
the plans available around the
town centre soon and a dedicated
retail unit where people can pop
in to find out more and ask the
development team questions.

It is business-as-usual for traders in
the town centre while the work is
being completed. However, the market
car park and the public car park on
Norwich Way have been closed due
to the construction work, although
there is plenty of alternative car parking
available in the town centre.
Meanwhile, the empty houses on
Cherryfield Drive will be demolished
before the New Year, paving the way
for construction work on the new
Tesco store and other retail units to
begin in 2015. The planning application
is expected to be submitted before the
end of the year.

Changes to
taxi ranks
A number of changes have been
made to Hackney carriage ranks in
the town centre, which will benefit
both customers and the trade.

New bus station
for Kirkby
Planning permission has been
granted for a new bus station on
Cherryfield Drive.

• The main rank outside the Kirkby
Centre has been relocated to the
Co-op supermarket on Norwich Way
• The rank on St Chad’s Drive has been
moved further along St Chad’s Drive,
closer to Kirkby Market
• The “night time only” rank on 		
Cherryfield Drive is now operational
24 hours a day, seven days a week
• An additional rank has been located
next to the National Westminster
Bank side of Newtown Gardens

It will replace the existing bus station and will have five new shelters
allowing safe and easy access to buses.
Each shelter will have a seating area and lighting, while the area
around the station will be landscaped and have decorative railings with
references to the poet and artist Edward Lear.
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Knowsley business

Knowsley business
Despite difficult economic conditions many organisations in our area have managed
to grow and in the process help to create a business confidence in Knowsley.
In the last half of the year there have been encouraging signs and positive news,
across the area, in a variety of industries and in businesses large and small.
These positive signs are not only good news for the economy but also local people as
more investment and development means more jobs and more opportunities.

Public and private sector
unite for KNOWSLEY
The business community is leading a new initiative aiming to
raise the profile of Knowsley regionally, nationally and globally.
Working with the council they want to promote Knowsley as a
great place to live, work, invest and do business.
Edward Perry, Operations Director for
Knowsley Hall & Safari Park is Chair
of the newly created Knowsley Place
Board that is leading on this work.
He said,
Knowsley is a fantastic
place with fantastic
opportunities and we really
want to get that message out
there. There are lots of people
outside of Knowsley who
don’t know where we are and
what we have to offer – we
want to change that!

The Place Board will oversee a range
of opportunities in the coming months
and work closely with local businesses
and individuals who are passionate
about getting more involved in their
place.
Only recently, a delegation from
Knowsley exhibited at a national
property show and met with
developers, investors and property
agents to highlight some of the
development opportunities available in
the area.

Development boom
- starts here!
Before the economic downturn
it was usual for property
developers to build offices
or industrial units, without
having a buyer lined up. The
challenging financial climate
meant that this kind of
development stopped.
In recent months however,
Knowsley has become one of the
only places in the country to see
this change. In fact three new
speculative developments have
been announced in recent months
– one new warehouse in Huyton
and two new warehouses on
Knowsley Industrial & Business Park.
These developments, some of which
are now underway, are fantastic
news for Knowsley and show clearly
that investors are confident in what
Knowsley has to offer as a location
for business.

More than 600 people packed in to the Grand Marquee
at Knowsley Hall to celebrate Knowsley’s business and
regeneration successes.
A full list of this year’s winners is available on
www.knowsleybusinessawards.com. Some of the winners will
also be featured in the next edition of this magazine in March.
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Knowsley business

booming
Knowsley Industrial & Business Park
As the largest park of its kind in the Liverpool City Region, Knowsley Industrial and Business Park is an
important part of the local economy and often at the heart of business activity in the area.

Matalan up and running
The new year will see the official opening of Matalan’s new Headquarters
building and distribution centre at Knowsley Industrial & Business Park.

The state-of-the-art building located in an
attractive woodland setting provides office
space for more than 800 staff. There is also
a warehouse facility - which is home to a
further 1500 employees - that is already up
and running in order to meet the Christmas
demand.

Simplifying the planning process to support growth
Knowsley Council is taking a proactive approach to supporting business growth at the park.
The council has developed a Local
Development Order (LDO) which will
allow automatic planning consent for
certain types of development on site things like extensions or alterations to
existing buildings, change of use

of buildings, erection of higher
fencing, installation of CCTV or
bike shelters.
These proposed changes will mean
that businesses wanting to expand

Building work starts...
Building work has now started on a new £6 million
warehouse facility on Knowsley Industrial & Business
Park. The building, which will be known as Venus
110, is one of a number of speculative developments
that have been announced recently in Knowsley.
When complete, the new building will provide 110,000 sq ft of space which
is likely to attract occupiers in the automotive, distribution and retail sectors.
Cllr Dave Lonergan, Knowsley Council’s Cabinet Member for Regeneration,
Economy & Skills commented,

It is great to see work begin on this new development and fantastic
to be looking to the future so positively. As one of the only places in the
country seeing this kind of development, Knowsley Industrial & Business
Park and indeed Knowsley as a whole is fast becoming known as a great
place to invest. We wholeheartedly welcome this kind of investment and
development and are working with developers and investors on other
similar schemes in the area.

or develop will find the process much
simpler and quicker.
Knowsley Council is the first local
authority in the City Region to introduce
an LDO of this kind and only one of a
few across the whole of country.

joins Knowsley’s
big names
Supermarket giant Morrisons is
the latest big name to join the
ever growing list of successful
businesses choosing to locate
in Knowsley. The retailer, who
will be working with Ocado as
their partner, has opened a new
distribution centre on the park
– creating more than 200 jobs in
the area.
The centre is part of a wider network
of distribution facilities for the
company that chose Knowsley due
to its excellent road and motorway
connections and reputation as a
business friendly location.
www.knowsley.gov.uk

13

Happy Christmas

It’s beginning to look a lot like

Christ

The countdown is on to the big day –
and soon we’ll be ringing in a New Year too!
Whether you’re the super-organised type who plans for Christmas
months in advance, or a last minute shopper who’ll be out buying
gifts on Christmas Eve, we have a few festive hints to help you out...

Take the pain out of
shopping and stay local!
With a great range of goods available
in Huyton, Kirkby and Prescot town
centres - and free car parking every
Saturday in December - Knowsley
is a great place to pick up some
Christmas treats.

This year, Kirkby Market is going all
out with plenty of festive cheer to
go around. It is open every day from
15 December up to Christmas Eve,
including Sunday 21 December, with
lots of special offers and promotions.

From major high street names to
independent traders, you can choose
from great value gifts to unique or
bespoke items which really have the
wow factor.

Prescot Producers’ market enjoyed a
festive feel at the beginning of this
month and will return to Eccleston
Street on Saturday 7 February.

There’s also plenty of choice when it
comes to stocking the cupboards with
festive food and drink – especially on
the many stalls at Kirkby Market.
The market - and all the shops in Kirkby
town centre - remain open as usual
while the regeneration work continues.
And with 850 parking spaces within
a five minute walk of the market it
couldn’t be more convenient.

14
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Remember, whenever you’re shopping
in Knowsley, take your Knowsley
Discount Card with you and enjoy extra
savings and special offers with selected
local traders. Another great reason to
shop locally!
If you don’t already have a card, you
can pick yours up from any of the
council’s One Stop Shops, leisure centres
or libraries.

Happy Christmas

mas

Follow our
festive food tips

Know your
rights

If you’re in charge of cooking the turkey this year, follow
these simple tips from our Environmental Health team:

At this time of year, perhaps
more than any other, it’s
important to know your rights
when buying goods or services.
Here are our top tips:

• Defrost the turkey thoroughly before you cook it
• Don’t wash your turkey before cooking
• Wash your hands and surfaces thoroughly after
contact with raw meat
• Check your turkey is cooked through by sticking a skewer
into its thigh and making sure the juices run clear
• Once the meat has cooled, keep it in the fridge
and use within three days

SPArkle for Christmas
at the
Dazzle during the festive season
with a little sprinkle of magic from
the Spa at Knowsley Leisure &
Culture Park.
When it comes to your Christmas
and New Year celebrations, they have
everything covered.
From pre-party preparations like Decleor
facials, chocolate waxing and Sienna
X tans, to those all important finishing
touches like sparkly Jessica Gel Nails and
Art Deco Makeup. You’re guaranteed to
leave looking and feeling fantastic!

And if you want to give a gift with the
wow factor, why not choose a Festive
Pamper Package for a loved one,
browse the beautiful designer gift sets,
or let them choose their own treatment
with a voucher.
Best of all, in the run up to Christmas,
all treatment gift vouchers are on 3 for
2 - so don’t miss out!

• Check with the trader what their
returns policy is before you buy
• If your gift is faulty or is not as
described on the packaging, you
are entitled to a full refund
• Make sure children’s toys are
suitable for the age of child 		
you’re buying for and have a
CE mark for safety
• If you buy goods online, you have
a seven day ‘cooling off’ period
in which you can change your
mind and return the goods
• Don’t buy from temporary 		
traders who may not be there
after Christmas

Call into the Spa, call them on
0151 443 2580, or take a look at the
website www.thespaknowsley.co.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Healthy New Year

New year,

- healthy advice

It is well known that being more active has many health
benefits and after the excess of the festive season,
many of us make a resolution to be more healthy and
active in the coming year.
If that sounds like you, why not get 2015 off to a
flying start with our fantastic “Buy Silver, Get Gold”
promotion.
Throughout January and February you can get unlimited
access to all of our leisure centres at any time for
the price of an off-peak membership, which makes it
healthier for your pocket too!
For more details visit www.activeknowsley.com or take
a look at the back page of this magazine.

Small steps to a
healthier you
A brand new website has been launched to help you
improve your health and wellbeing.
The Healthy Knowsley website has advice on healthy eating, physical
activity, stopping smoking, sexual health, mental wellbeing and the
effects of drugs and alcohol. There are also links to advice on work,
learning, money and housing.
Small steps can make a big difference and you don’t have to do it
alone. If you register on the website, there are tools to help you
track your progress.
Take the first step, visit www.healthyknowsley.co.uk and register
today.

Have you signed up for Dry January?
With all of the indulgences
of the festive season almost
upon us, why not think about
signing up for Dry January
– a 31 day challenge to cut out
alcohol in the new year.

16
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It is free to sign up and participants
can expect lots of support to get
through the challenge. You can call
0151 434 4760, join Dry January
at Facebook.com/DryJanuary
and follow updates on Twitter
@dryjanuary.

new you
to start 2015

Activity for life
Knowsley’s Activity for Life programme is designed to
support adults, who currently don’t exercise, to lead a more
active lifestyle. It provides group exercise sessions, walks,
swimming, cycling and organised days out.
The programme aims to introduce exercise and activity into the lives of
people who may want to get active, but have previously been unable
to for a number of reasons including ill-health, cost, mobility or lack of
opportunity.
The social side of the programme can help people who may not usually
get out to build confidence and even a network of friends – which in
the long term can help to keep people engaged and active for longer.
If you currently do not lead an active lifestyle and think this programme
might be able to help you, there are two ways in which you can get
involved (subject to fulfilling certain criteria).
You can either put yourself forward by calling 0151 443 3109 or if you
do have health issues, speak to your GP who will assess your suitability
and will be able to refer you directly.

For the last six years a group of Activity for Life volunteers have
organised days out, lunch events, theatre trips, museum trips and
dinner dances.
This year they even took a group of more than 80 to Torquay!
If you would like to offer your time to help then please call
0151 443 3109.

Healthy New Year

Make 2015 the year
you TakeControl
If one of your new year’s
resolutions is to take better care of
yourself and your general health
then you may be interested in a
new campaign urging us all to ‘Take
Control’ and make sure we visit our
GP if we spot any possible signs and
symptoms of cancer.
The sooner cancer
is detected the
better the chances
of a successful
treatment. So the
message is clear,
if you are worried
about unusual
or unexplained
symptoms, make
an appointment
to get checked
out as soon as you can.
The chances are it won’t be something
serious but getting checked out
will put your mind at rest and could
potentially save your life.
As part of the campaign a team of
advisors will be travelling around the
borough, talking to residents and
letting them know more about what
to look out for. Although symptoms
can vary there are four key signs that
you should be aware of – unexplained
weight loss, bleeding, a lump or a
cough that lasts more than three
weeks.
For more information visit
www.knowsley.gov.uk/TakeControl
or like ‘TakeControlKnow’ on
Facebook or follow @TakeControlKnow
on Twitter.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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In focus

Free
childcare
places

Families with children
approaching their second
birthday may be eligible for a
free, part-time childcare place.
The free places are provided in local
childcare settings rated good or
outstanding by Ofsted. This includes
privately run nurseries, child
minders and some schools.
If your family is in receipt of any
of the following benefits or if the
circumstances outlined reflect your
situation you may be entitled to a
free place:
• Income Support
• Income-based Job Seekers
Allowance (JSA)
• Income-related Employment and
Support Allowance (ESA)
• Support through part 6 of the
Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• Child Tax Credit and an income of
less than £16,190
• The guaranteed element of State
Pension Credit
• You get Working Tax Credits and
earn no more than £16,190 a year,
(please refer to your Tax Credit
breakdown TC602)
• Your child has a current
statement of special educational
needs (SEN) or an Education,
Health and Care plan
• Your child receives Disability
Living Allowance (DLA)
• Your child has left care through
special guardianship or an
adoption or residence order
For further information visit the
council’s website or phone the
Childcare Information Service on
0800 085 2022 (option 1) or
0151 443 5635.

Photography inspires
this year’s writing
The Knowsley Writing Competition
is now open for entries.
Residents, young and old, are encouraged
to get creative. Winners and runners-up in
each category will receive a book gift card.
There’s also an additional prize for the
most outstanding entry.
The competition is open to anyone who
lives, works or studies in Knowsley.
This year, entrants are asked to submit a
poem or short story inspired by a photo.
Entry details are available from any library
and on the council website. Entries can
be submitted to any Knowsley Library or
emailed to: writing@knowsley.gov.uk
The closing date is Monday 31 January 2015.

Young readers celebrate
summer reads
Young readers who completed this year’s
Summer Reading Challenge celebrated at a
special event held in Kirkby Library.
The Library Service’s annual Summer Reading
Challenge encourages children to keep reading
during the school holidays.
All those who completed the challenge,
by reading six books over the long break,
received a medal and certificate. Children
representing all of Knowsley’s libraries
attended the special borough wide
event in Kirkby, where Halewood Church
of England School picked up a special
award for being the school with the most
children completing the challenge.
Pictured: Cllr Eddie Connor, Knowsley’s Cabinet Member for Leisure,
Community and Culture, presenting Halewood Church of England
pupils with the school’s Summer Reading Challenge Cup.

February Information Month
Throughout February Knowsley’s libraries will be
promoting their Online Information Services.
Check out the website in February for details of the drop-in
sessions which will be running.
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In focus

world war one
c o m m e m o r at i o n s

This year has marked the 100th Anniversary of the start of World War One. As the year draws to a close
there is still time to get involved, learn more and even make some personal connections with the past.

Exhibition pays tribute
to local heroes

Food for thought

An exhibition that brought together the memories of local people who
lived through World War One has been hailed a success.
Local Heroes, Distant Voices, combined memorabilia, letters from the frontline,
photographs, medals and stories.
By spreading the exhibition over a number of venues across the borough,
hundreds of people have been able to discover fascinating and poignant facts
about the local characters who lived through those times.
Some of the stories were heroic, some nostalgic, some devastatingly sad. All in all
it made for an unforgettable experience for visitors, young and old.
Cllr Eddie Connor, Cabinet Member for Leisure, Community and Culture, commented,
The exhibition focussed on the incredible experiences of otherwise
‘ordinary’ local people. These are the stories and personal letters of
those who used to live in our streets, our great grandparents or our
neighbours’ great grandparents.
A huge thank you to the local families who allowed the exhibition to
display their memorabilia and keep the memories alive.

Preserving the past
The number of local people loaning or donating family
artefacts relating to World War One to Prescot Museum has
rocketed during this centenary year. In response to public demand the exhibition
will be extended in Prescot Museum to include additional material.
Cllr Connor added,

Trench Hash, Beef Rations and Jam
Roly Poly were all on the menu
when children in Knowsley primary
schools got a taste of World War
One at lunchtime.
Hungry pupils were given an authentic
looking ration book and could choose
either Soldiers’ Beef Rations with
Home Guard Mash or Trench Hash
with vegetables for lunch. Pudding
was a choice between servicemen’s
favourite Jam Roly Poly and custard or
Anzac biscuits – which were a common
substitute for bread, made from oats
and desiccated coconut.
The children were also given the
recipe for Anzac biscuits so they could
recreate the authentic ‘treat’ at home!

These memories and objects are an important record of our past and
will be a lasting legacy even when this anniversary year is over.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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In focus

The hunt is on for
foster carers
We’re on the hunt for
foster carers able to open
their hearts and homes to
children in need of support
and stability on a short or
longer term basis.

snotweslery
Ffoo
rK

Over the next few months, our
Fostering Service will be out and about
across Knowsley - holding drop in
sessions at which you can find out
more about life as a foster carer.
There will also be the chance to speak
to some of our current foster carers
and find out first hand why they
love the challenging but incredibly
rewarding job they do.
So, if you are looking for a truly
fulfilling career working with children,
why not consider fostering? You’ll be
caring for a child or children in your
own home, providing love and support

The most

rewarding
job you’ll
ever do.

when they need it most, and making a
positive impact on a young person at a
crucial point in their life.
To find out where and when the drop
in sessions take place, check
www.knowsley.gov.uk and search
‘fostering’, or ‘like’ the ‘Foster for
Knowsley’ Facebook page.

Help to tackle benefit fraud
Benefit fraud is a serious crime and here in Knowsley it is
taken extremely seriously. It can affect entire communities
and those found guilty can face time in jail.
Between April 2013 and March 2014,
Knowsley Council successfully
prosecuted 28 individuals for benefit
fraud and issued fines and other
sanctions to a further 26.
So far this year (from April 2014), 50
prosecutions are already underway and
an additional 12 people have already
been given a fine or other sanctions.
These rising figures show clearly how
seriously this crime is being taken by
the council and its partners.
Every single penny that goes into the
pocket of a benefit cheat is a penny
that should have been invested into
local services in your community.
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So if you have suspicions that someone
may be a benefit cheat don’t delay and
ring the fraud hotline in confidence on
0800 073 0532. Your call is completely
confidential and you won’t be asked to
give your name.
Our officers will always thoroughly
investigate any allegations made.

And remember...
If you yourself are claiming any
benefits and have a change in your
circumstances which may affect
your entitlement, you should let us
know as soon as possible.

In focus

2015 at Knowsley Leisure
and Culture Park
If you are already planning your diary for 2015
then make sure you take a look at some of the
fantastic shows coming up at Knowsley Leisure
and Culture Park.

Milkshake
20 February, 1.30pm and 4pm
The popular Channel 5 children’s show
Milkshake is back with its all singing,
all dancing stage show featuring
favourites including the Little Princess,
Noddy, and Bananas in Pyjamas. Two
Milkshake presenters will also be on
hand to make sure all the children will
be tapping their toes, clapping their
hands and singing at the top of their
voices.

Wind in the Willows
13 March, 1pm
Award-nominated Immersion Theatre
and the critically-acclaimed Cambridge
Touring Theatre join forces to present a
spectacular musical adaptation of the

The American Wresting Show
classic, “The Wind in the Willows”.
Join Ratty, Mole, Badger and, of
course, Toad as they embark on the
adventure of a lifetime! The show is
sure to capture the imagination of
young audience members whilst taking
older generations on a glorious trip
down the riverbank onto memory lane.

14 March, 7.30pm
Great news for wrestling fans – the
show is back by popular demand. This
action event provides two hours of nonstop entertainment for all the family.
There’s even the chance to meet some
of the superstars and get your photo
taken next to these wrestling giants.
Visit www.knowsley.gov.uk/tickets
or call 0151 443 2575/2200 for details.

What’s new at
Shoppers and locals can enjoy a well-earned break
at the new-look Bistro café and bar at The Venue.
The Bistro at Civic Way, Huyton,
has undergone a facelift including
redecoration, a new-open plan
layout and the creation of a coffee
shop style breakfast bar.
The Bistro at The Venue is open
from 8am to 2pm every day for
breakfast, lunch, snacks, or just a
coffee and a chat. The varied menu
changes seasonally and all the food
is freshly prepared on the premises
each day.
With main meals from as little
as £3.45, eating at the Bistro is
great value for money. There are

also ‘meal deals’ when buying
sandwiches, wraps or paninis.
Italian gourmet coffee brand, illy,
is available at the Bistro. Buy 10
coffees and get one free when you
pick up a loyalty card.
And if you’re still looking for a last
minute Christmas night out, then
book your place at the Freak Out
Disco Spectacular at The Venue on
Friday, 19 December. Freak Out is
a brilliant five-piece band playing
all the disco greats, including Chic,
Sister Sledge, The Jacksons and
many more.

Tickets cost just £15 and include a hot
supper. For tickets and information
ring 0151 443 3761 or visit
www.thevenuehuyton.co.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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The scheme tackles common issues that residents may be experiencing.
Things like living in damp conditions or having difficulty managing
household bills – all of which can have a significant impact on a
person’s health, wellbeing and general happiness.
Since September, the Healthy Homes team has visited almost 5,000
properties across Knowsley which has led to more than 1,000 follow
ups - helping people with advice, support and solutions on a range
of issues including;

Healthy Homes is a
free service aiming
to improve the living
conditions and
wellbeing of residents
across Knowsley.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For further information on Healthy Homes, visit the council’s website,
email healthyhomes@knowsley.gov.uk or call 0800 694 0370.

The

End of January deadline for
funding applications

Partnership

Anyone submitting funding applications for
either the Community Chest or Small Grants for
Health funding in Knowsley has until Friday
30 January 2015 to submit their bids.

KNOWSLEY
The Knowsley Partnership brings together key
organisations from across Knowsley to provide
strategic leadership and drive forward change and
growth in the area.
Recently, a review has been undertaken to ensure the
partnership arrangements are as effective as possible
to deliver key priorities such as helping to get Knowsley
residents into employment, supporting more people to
get online and creating a place where children and young
people thrive.
The partnership consists of representatives from Knowsley
Council, Merseyside Police, Merseyside Fire and Rescue,
Merseytravel, Knowsley Chamber, Knowsley Community
College, Knowsley Clinical Commissioning Group, First Ark
and the Police and Crime Commissioner’s office.
To find out more, and how you can get involved, contact
Helen Williams on 0151 443 3405 or email
helen.williams2@knowsley.gov.uk
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Keeping your home warm, dry and well maintained
Home safety (fire safety and home security)
Accessing healthcare
Healthy eating
Exercise
Giving up smoking
Healthier drinking habits
Debt management and advice
Benefits advice
Employment and training opportunities
Activities in the local area

www.knowsley.gov.uk

Community Chest – Maximum grant £500
The purpose of this fund is to provide one-off grants
to groups or organisations which are working to
actively engage and empower local people in making a
difference in their own communities.
Small Grants for Health – Maximum grant £1,000
Applications to this fund must focus on one or more
of the following themes; promotion of healthy eating,
increasing physical activity, reducing smoking and the
promotion of smoke free environments and reducing
alcohol misuse and the promotion of responsible
drinking.
Applications are welcome from not-for-profit
organisations like community groups, social enterprises
and charities. Applicants can apply to one funding
stream per application round.
For further information, including the application pack,
visit the council’s website or email
emma.thomas@knowsley.gov.uk

Green Knowsley

We’re nearly there!
A boost to recycling over the festive period could
help Knowsley edge nearer to its 40% recycling target
for 2015.
Knowsley residents are currently recycling almost 39% of their waste
– an impressive 18% up on the 2013 figure!
The increase follows the introduction of the ‘Week in, Week out’ waste
collection service aimed at encouraging householders to help divert as
much rubbish from landfill as possible.
Our Christmas and New Year celebrations are a great opportunity to
recycle even more.
Make sure your bottles, cans, wrapping paper, Christmas cards and
cardboard packaging go into the grey bin, and visit the council’s
website to take up the seven day Christmas waste reduction challenge.

Knowsley residents
are recycling

39%
18%

of their waste.

An

increase
on 2013!

Remember you can recycle your real Christmas trees between
Sunday 4 January 2015 and Friday 9 January 2015 at:
• Halewood Park • Stadt Moers Park, Whiston • Millbrook Park
Millennium Green, Kirkby • Court Hey Park, Huyton • Holy Family
Social Club, Cronton.

Growers get composting

Growers at a Kirkby allotment are making sure their leftover
greens are going back into the ground.

Let’s not waste our
recycling efforts!
A big ‘thank you’ to everyone
for their recycling efforts, but
there are times when some of the
contents of your grey bins don’t
make it to the processing plants.

Allotment holders at Delaware Allotments in Westvale, Kirkby,
have taken delivery of 40 compost bins for their site.

The most common reasons for
‘rejected’ recycling are:

These will enable growers to compost any organic waste they
produce - waste which will rot down to become nutrient-rich
fertiliser which can be ploughed back into the soil.

• Items contained in plastic carrier
bags or bin bags.

The compost bins were bought with a grant from the
council’s Community Chest fund.
Knowsley Council has seven allotment sites – all fully
populated - with a waiting list for plots. For further
information about allotments in Knowsley or to join the
waiting list ring 0151 443 2382.

nt holders with their

• Grey bins contain yoghurt pots or
margarine cartons. These can’t be
recycled in Knowsley.

Look out for your
new waste and
recycling calendar
Calendars giving information about
collection days for the period December
2014 – December 2015, including the
revised collection arrangements for the
Christmas period - are being delivered
to every household across Knowsley
during December.

Green fingered allotme
composters

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Your neighbourhood

Huyton

New cricket pavilion opens
Huyton cricketers will be bowled over by the
new facilities at Court Hey Park.
Whitefield Cricket Club is
celebrating the arrival of its new
cricket pavilion and is keen to
involve more local cricketers in
forming new adult and junior
teams.
The new cricket pavilion has
changing rooms, showers, a
kitchen and a new accessible
path and viewing area. There’s
also space which can be used by
community groups for meetings

and events. If you are interested
in using the building please
contact 0151 443 2482.
The project was funded by
a £77,000 grant from Veolia
Environmental Trust and £190,000
from Knowsley Council.
Anyone interested in forming
a new cricket team, please ring
0151 443 2481.

Taekwondo success runs in
the family

Cllr Graham Morgan and Cllr Eddi
e Connor at the
new cricket pavilion

Reuse and recycle
A new Reuse and Recycling Shop
has opened its doors at The Croft in
Stockbridge Village.

He may only be 9 years old but Mason
Davies from Stockbridge Village has set
his sights on being the next Taekwondo
world champion.

So if you have any good quality items
that could be reused, don’t take them to
the tip - just drop them off at the shop
where they can be sold, with the funds
reinvested into the project.

Mason, a pupil at Stockbridge Village
Primary School, is now the national British
champion in the ‘under 26 kilo male’
category following a nail biting final at
Manchester Velodrome.

You can drop off textiles, books, toys
and games, sports equipment, crockery,
cutlery, CDs and DVDs, but not electrical
or gas appliances.
Run by Villages Housing, the project is
supported by the Merseyside Recycling
and Waste Authority (MRWA).

His younger sister Darcy looks set to follow
in Mason’s footsteps as she is the current
bronze medallist in the ‘under 20 kilo’
category and has also won two gold medals
this year.
Mason is a member of Team Academy GB
and is hoping he will be chosen to attend
regular training sessions at the GB National
Taekwondo Academy in Manchester.

Mason and Darcy with their troph

Bowring Park consultation
There’s still time to have your say on the future of
Huyton’s most historic park.
Visit www.restorebowringpark.co.uk to learn more about
the Heritage Lottery funded improvements and take part in the
consultation.
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ies

The shop is also looking for volunteers, so
if you have some spare time contact Jane
Roberts on 0151 949 5074 or email
jane.roberts@villages.org.uk

Contact us
You can drop into the Huyton
office to tell us about incidents of anti-social
behaviour, litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at the One Stop Shop,
Municipal Buildings, Archway Road,
Huyton L36 9YU
Telephone: 0151 443 3047

Your neighbourhood

Kirkby

Green Flag celebration at Webster Park
Community groups, volunteers and councillors
came together to celebrate Knowsley’s success
in winning a place in the top 10 of Green Flag
award winners nationwide.
The celebration took place at Webster Park in Kirkby - one of four
Knowsley parks awarded a prestigious Green Flag in 2014 - alongside
Littlewood in Stockbridge Village, Ten Acre Pits, Huyton and Court Farm
Woods in Halewood.
The latest accolade brings the total number of Green Flag parks in the
borough to 16. The other Green Flag parks in Kirkby are St Chad’s Gardens
and Millbrook Park Millennium Green.

The Courtyard café and training unit
Look out for the new festive tasty treats on offer at The Courtyard café
and training unit.
The café, at Admin Road, Kirkby, is a healthy eating coffee shop offering training
to vulnerable or excluded young people and adults with learning disabilities.
Catering primarily for workers at Knowsley Business Park, The Courtyard was
developed by charity Nugent Care, Knowsley Working Well and Knowsley
Chamber of Commerce.
The business also delivers to customers within a two-mile radius.
The Courtyard is aiming to become a “hub” for community,
business, health and social care groups, as well as social enterprises.

Acorn Farm re-opens
sensory garden
The sun shone for the grand re-opening of the
new-look sensory garden at Kirkby’s Acorn Farm.

Knowsley Mayor Cllr Frank
Walsh (right) and Acorn Farm
Chair Chris Roderick

The renovation work - funded by Cargill plc includes new flower beds and borders, as well as
two raised beds. A new entrance arch featuring musical chimes was built
by farm staff and service users.

Acorn Farm offers day services to local
people with learning disabilities, giving
everyone the opportunity to work together
to run the farm. It is also a popular visitor
attraction.
The farm is open to visitors seven days
a week from 10am until 4pm. For more
information visit www.acornfarm.co.uk

Kirkby teenager scoops
Resident of the Year award
Kirkby teenager,
Sam Blackwell beat
the competition
to be crowned
Knowsley Housing
Trust’s (KHT)
Resident of the Year.
Sam, 19, was recognised for his
dedication to improving communities
across Knowsley. This has included
organising and carrying out community
litter picks, regularly helping at a
pensioners’ lunch club and a centre for
vulnerable young people.
The judges were also impressed with
Sam’s involvement in community
action week and local ‘Have Your Say’
consultations, encouraging young
people to discuss ways of improving
their communities.

Contact us
You can ring the Kirkby
office to tell us about incidents of
anti-social behaviour, litter problems
or anything else you think we could
help sort out.

Telephone: 0151 443 4166

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Your neighbourhood

Halewood

Fancy brushing up on your
computer skills for free?
Courses at Mackets Education Centre and Halewood Academy
cover sending emails, word processing and using the internet.
Learners, who must be over 16, attend for just three hours a
week and can join at any time.
No previous experience is needed and those completing the course will
achieve a certificate in ICT Functional Skills Entry Level 3. For further
information call Cathy on 0151 443 2052 or Doug on 07925 369899.

Brass and choral event at
Halewood
Academy
Get into the festive spirit with a
musical Christmas Celebration at
Halewood Academy on Thursday
11 December.

Knowsley’s Leisure and Culture
Development Service in partnership

with The Music and Performing Arts
Service and Halewood Town Council
have joined forces to organise the
event.
Tickets cost £5 and £3 and are
available from the Leisure and Culture
Development Service on 07825
677159 or Halewood Town Council on
0151 443 2063.

Halloween in Halewood

A spooky night of fun and games once again drew the
crowds to Halewood Park.
The popular ‘spooktacular’ event saw lantern-carrying locals
walk through the woods while fancy dress competitions, bobapple and family games entertained the younger visitors.
This was the third Halewood Halloween event, organised by
Halewood Community Spirit and supported by Halewood
Town Council and Knowsley Council.
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Keep fit and have fun at the
new exercise class at Halewood
Academy.
January sees the launch of Fitness Fun
and at only £1 per session, shedding
a few pounds after Christmas won’t
break the bank. The sessions are on
Wednesdays from 7pm to 8pm.
For more information please contact
Debbie Rose on 07825 677159 or
email debbie.rose@knowsley.gov.uk

The Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Ensemble, The Brass Boys, will be
performing a Christmas concert at the
academy, alongside a choir of local
schoolchildren.
As well as a selection of your favourite
carols sung by local schoolchildren,
the Brass Boys will also be performing
some of their own repertoire including
‘Nutcracker’, and accompanying the
choir. There will also be performances
by local theatre groups.

Keep fit at Halewood Academy

Anyone
for cricket?
Are you interested in playing cricket?
Ever thought of setting up a cricket
club in Halewood?
If this is something you’d like to be
involved in, and would like to find out
more, please contact Debbie Rose on
07825 677159.

Contact us
You can drop into the Halewood office
to tell us about incidents of anti-social
behaviour, litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at Halewood Leisure
Centre, Baileys Lane, Halewood L26 0TY.
Telephone: 0151 443 2180

Your neighbourhood

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village

Sir Bradley Wiggins takes his time
Prescot people wanted to
create something unique to
give to Sir Bradley Wiggins at
this year’s Tour of Britain. The
presentation was to celebrate
his fantastic win at the 2013
Tour of Britain Time Trial.

Metal Craft designed a gift
reflecting the town’s clock and
watch making heritage, which
included Sir Bradley’s winning
time of 19 minutes and 54
seconds.
Pictured: Sir Bradley picks up his
special gift

Memorial chapel gets underway
A special ceremony at Foxes Bank Cemetery marked the start of work
on a new memorial chapel.
Representatives from Whiston Town
Council, Knowsley Council and The
Whiston Initiative in Cultural Heritage
(WICH) group were joined by local
schoolchildren and other dignitaries at
the ceremony.

WICH, who have appointed Vinci
Construction to project manage the
build, will be raising funds by selling
‘stars’ for a loved one at the cemetery
on 20 and 21 December.

More wall art planned in Prescot
Following the successful installation
of the Elizabethan theatre wall art on
Leyland Street, Prescot Town Team
are developing plans to decorate the
opposite wall with designs on a similar
theatrical theme – adding to the
atmosphere and providing a fantastic
backdrop for performances.

Debt advice close at hand
Your finances can often
feel a little stretched
after the festive season
but remember help is at
hand.
A 12-strong group of local
people, who are working towards
becoming volunteer debt advisors,
are set to complete their training
in January.

The volunteers are part of a pilot
scheme, funded by Knowsley
Housing Trust and run by the
Prescot and Whiston Community
Advice Centre, aimed at increasing
the number of people who can
offer welfare and debt advice in
the community.
They started their training in
October and attended sessions
delivered by Merseyside Welfare

Rights and approved by the Child
Poverty Action Group and the
Money Advice and Budgeting
Service. The volunteers will also
be able to offer advice on housing
matters.
For more information about debt
advice or to get involved ring
0151 443 4639.

Churchyard tribute
The Friends of Prescot Cemetery and St Mary’s
Churchyard, with support from Knowsley
Council, have unveiled a memorial and garden in
remembrance of the babies that are buried there.
The garden provides a restful and calming focal
point for families and loved ones to visit.
The Friends have also developed a WW1
commemorative booklet about soldiers buried at
St Mary’s Churchyard.

Contact us
You can ring the neighbourhood
office to tell us about incidents of
anti-social behaviour, litter problems
or anything else you think we could
help sort out.

Telephone: 0151 443 5208

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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December 2014 to March 2015

What’s on
Events
Weekly during term time (under 5s)

Monday 8 December

Saturday 17 January

Words & pictures

Willowbrook Hospice Lights of
Love service

Winter tree identification

Kirkby Library Fridays 2pm to 3pm,
Stockbridge Village Library Wednesdays
2pm to 3pm, Halewood Library Wednesdays
10am to 11am, Prescot Library Fridays 10am
to11am, Huyton Library Thursdays 9.30am to
10.30am
Story and rhyme sessions for pre-school children.
FREE
Contact your local Knowsley library for
further information
Weekly during term time

After school library activities

Kirkby Library Thursdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm,
Stockbridge Village Library Wednesdays
3pm to 4pm, Halewood Library Tuesdays
3.30pm to 4.30pm, Prescot Library Mondays
3.30pm to 4.30pm, Huyton Library
Wednesdays 3.30pm to 4.45pm
Story and craft sessions for 7 to 12 year olds.
FREE
Contact your local Knowsley library for
further information

Prescot Parish Church
7pm
A celebration of life which each year raises
thousands of pounds to care for patients and
their families.
Contact: the hospice fundraising team on
01744 453798
Thursday 11 December

Mayor of Prescot’s Charity
Christmas Concert

Prescot Parish Church
7pm to 8.15pm
Featuring Evelyn Community Primary School & staff
choirs, St Mary & St Paul’s Primary School Choir,
Prescot Parish Church Choir and a brass quintet.
Tickets £5 on the door (accompanied under 16’s
free), proceeds donated to the four Mayoral
Charities.
Contact: 07762 607 618 or
prescotfestival@gmail.com
Saturday 13 December

Weekly

Nordic Walking

Court Hey Park Thursdays 10am to 11.30am
A specialist walking technique using poles, which
provides a whole body workout for all abilities.
Contact: 0151 443 3682
Ongoing until 17 January

‘Crafted’ exhibition

Huyton Gallery Monday & Friday 9am to 5pm,
Tuesday to Thursday 9am to 6pm, Saturday
10am to 1pm
Contemporary craft, design, sculpture and fine art.
FREE
Contact: Huyton Gallery on 015 443 5617 or
galleries@knowsley.gov.uk
Ongoing until 14 February

14th Knowsley Open Art
exhibition

Kirkby Gallery Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm,
Saturday 10am to 1pm
Exhibition featuring the work of local people, who
live, work, volunteer or study in the borough.
FREE
Contact: Kirkby Gallery on 0151 443 5617 or
galleries@knowsley.gov.uk

Meetings in Knowsley

Christmas Cracker
event

Court Hey Park
1pm to 3pm
Festive fun for all the family,
includes sleigh rides, donkey rides,
Santa’s grotto, tinsel trail, face painting and much
more.
Contact: South Huyton Ranger on
0151 443 3114 or 07771 550843
Saturday 13 December &
Sunday 28 December

Cross country
event

Stadt Moers Park, racing
from 11am
Come and support your local runners as they brave
the challenging course at Stadt Moers Park.
Contact: Ranger on 0151 489 1239
Saturday 13 & 20 December

It’s Christmas!

Activity Room, Prescot Centre
12.30pm to 3pm
Artist led, drop-in, family-friendly Christmas
themed workshop.
FREE
Contact: Prescot Museum on 0151 443 5617 or
mail@prescotmuseum.org.uk

Stadt Moers Park
10.30am to 12 noon
Come and enjoy a walk in the country with the
rangers and build your skills recognising winter
trees. Dress for the weather with sensible shoes.
FREE
Contact: Ranger on 0151 489 1239
Saturday 17 January

Beginners
Orienteering

Stadt Moers Park
1pm to 2.30pm
Come and try your hand at
orienteering. A great excuse for
a winter walk or a jog around
the park. Maps provided.
FREE
Contact: Ranger on 0151 489 1239
Friday 23 January

Stars in your skies

Court Hey Park
7pm
Liverpool Astronomical Society will provide an
insight into the many wonders of the solar system.
Slideshow presentation followed by star gazing
through telescopes.
FREE
Contact: South Huyton Ranger on
0151 443 3114 or 07771 550843
From 2 February until 16 May

Latitude and Longitude: Patricia
McDonald

Huyton Gallery Monday & Friday 9am to 5pm,
Tuesday to Thursday 9am to 6pm, Saturday
10am to 1pm
Solo exhibition of work by Knowsley based artist
and printmaker Patricia McDonald.
FREE
Contact: Huyton Gallery on 0151 443 5617 or
galleries@knowsley.gov.uk
Saturday 7 February & 7 March

Family First Saturdays
Activity Room, Prescot Centre
12.30pm to 3pm
Artist led, fun, drop-in art
workshops.
FREE
Contact: Prescot Museum on
0151 443 5617 or
mail@prescotmuseum.org.uk

Council
Wednesday 17 December, 6pm
Wednesday 28 January, 6pm
Wednesday 4 March, 6pm (Budget meeting)

Planning Committee
Thursday 11 December, 6pm
Thursday 15 January, 6pm
Thursday 12 February, 6pm

Overview and Scrutiny Board
Monday 15 December, 5pm
Monday 19 January, 5pm
Monday 9 March, 5pm

Cabinet
Wednesday 10 December, 2pm
Wednesday 14 January, 2pm
Wednesday 11 February, 2pm
Wednesday 4 March, 2pm

Appeals Committee
Tuesday 20 January, 10am

Health and Wellbeing Board
Thursday 11 December, 1:30pm
Thursday 29 January, 1:30pm

Licensing Committee
Thursday 26 March, 6pm
Governance and Audit Committee
Tuesday 20 January, 4pm
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Please note that the times and dates of these
meetings are subject to change. Please check our
website for details.

What’s on

Monday 16, Tuesday 17, Wednesday
18 February

Make a bird feeder

Eaton St Park Monday 10.30am to 12pm
& Stadt Moers Park 1pm to 3pm, Cronton
Pasture Tuesday 10.30am to 12pm, Henley
Park Wednesday 10.30am to 12pm
Make a bird feeder for your garden.
FREE
Contact: Ranger on 0151 489 1239
Monday 16, Tuesday 17 & Thursday 19
February

Bird box workshop

Monday Court Hey Park
1pm to 3pm, Tuesday
McGoldrick Park 1pm to
3pm, Thursday Ten Acre
Pits 1pm to 3pm
Come along and help provide
a home for our feathered
friends by making a bird box. All children need to
be accompanied by an adult.
There is a charge for each bird box.
Contact: South Huyton Ranger on
0151 443 3114 or 07771 550843
Wednesday 18 February

Friday 20 February

Saturday 7 & Sunday 8 March

Channel 5s
Milkshake!
Live Tour

Kite making workshop

Knowsley Leisure
& Culture Park
1.30pm and 4pm
The all singing, all dancing show includes some of
the favourite kids’ characters from Milkshake.
£12 for adults, £10 for children, £40 family ticket
(two children and two adults).
Book: 0151 443 2575/ 2200 or
www.knowsley.gov.uk/tickets*
(*booking fee applies)
From 2 March until 23 May

Ruth Moilliet sculpture
exhibition

Kirkby Gallery Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm,
Saturday 10am to 1pm
Exhibition of Ruth Moilliet’s work that features
metal and glass sculptures inspired by the world
of plants.
FREE
Contact: Kirkby Gallery on 0151 443 5617 or
galleries@knowsley.gov.uk
Saturday 7 March

Make a bug house

Introducing
nordic
walking

Stadt Moers Park
1pm to 3pm
Make a bug house to help the
invertebrates live in your area.
FREE
Contact: Ranger on
0151 489 1239

Useful numbers

Henley Park
10.30am to 12pm
& Stadt Moers
Park 1.30pm to 3pm
Burn more calories and get fitter quicker than
normal walking. Come and join the rangers and
have a go in a safe traffic free environment. Just
need training shoes, poles provided.
FREE
Contact: Rangers on 0151 489 1239

Anti-Social Behaviour Helpline
0151 443 2000

Council Tax and Benefits Fraud
Hotline
0800 0730 532

Benefits (housing and council tax)
0151 443 4042

Crimestoppers

Births/deaths/marriages

0151 443 2900

Building control/dangerous trees
0151 443 2380 / 2381
Bulky household waste service
0151 443 2400
Business rates

0151 443 4089

Business services
0151 477 4000
(advice, funding, recruitment and training)
Car parking enquiries

0151 443 3100

Childcare Information Service 0800 085 2022
Citizens Advice Bureau

0845 122 1300

Complaints and compliments
0151 443 4031
Consumer advice/Trading Standards
08454 040506
Council Tax

0151 443 4476

0800 555 111

Education general enquiries 0151 443 3232
Fire/police/ambulance

(emergency) 999

Government’s Consumer Direct Service
08454 04 05 06
Highways (including emergencies)
0151 443 2400
Housing Options (homelessness)
0800 694 0280
Job vacancies

0151 443 5000

Knowsley Community Messaging
0151 443 2498
Knowsley Council (general enquiries)
0151 489 6000
Knowsley Hate Crime and Domestic Violence
Helpline
0800 953 4433
Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) general
enquiries
0151 290 7000

Court Hey Park Saturday 1pm to 3pm,
McGoldrick Park Sunday 1pm to 3pm
Learn how to make your own kite and have
a go at flying it in the park. Let’s hope for
windy weather!
FREE
Contact: South Huyton Ranger on
0151 443 3114 or 07771 550843
Friday 13 March

Wind in the Willows

Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
1pm
Spectacular musical adaptation of this classic tale.
The perfect treat for all the family!
£12 for adults, £10 for children, £40 family ticket
(two adults and two children).
Book: 0151 443 2575/ 2200 or
www.knowsley.gov.uk/tickets*
(*booking fee applies)
Saturday 14 March

American wrestling show

Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
7.30pm
The American wrestling show is back by popular
demand. This action packed show provides two
hours of non-stop entertainment.
There’s even the chance to meet
some of the superstars and get
your photo taken next to these
wrestling giants.
£10 for adults, £8 for children,
£34 for a family ticket (two
adults and two children).
Book: 0151 443 2575/
2200 or
www.knowsley.gov.
uk/tickets*
(*booking fee
applies)

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) housing repairs
0500 969694
Merseyside Fire and Rescue Switchboard
0151 296 4000
Merseyside Police Switchboard

101

NHS 111 Service

111

Pest control

0151 443 2400

Planning enquiries 0151 443 2381 / 2380
Refuse collection

0151 443 2400

School attendance service

0151 443 5147

School bus pass

0151 443 5609

Social services

0151 443 2600

Social services out of hours emergency
07659 590081
Street lighting

0151 443 3100

Traffic signal faults

0151 443 2349

Truancy hotline

0151 777 4057

For more information visit the Knowsley Council
website or email
customerservice@knowsley.gov.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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