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Further advice
To discuss any concerns regarding your child’s
attendance, or for help and advice, contact your
child’s school or call the School Inclusion Service
on 0151 443 5147.
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Important
information
for parents
and carers

When you miss school... you miss out!

A good education will help to give your child
the best possible start in life. Supporting good
attendance at school is essential for your child’s
learning and educational attainment.
The law
By law, all children aged 5 to 16 years are required to receive an
education. Parents / carers are responsible for making sure this
happens – either by registering and attending school or making
alternative provision.

Holidays during term-time
From 1 September 2013, requests for holidays during term-time will
not be authorised. If you feel there are exceptional circumstances,
you must make a request to the school in advance – a form is
available from the school’s reception.
The school and the local authority can take action if your child is
absent without the permission of the school – these are outlined
in the ‘consequences’ section. Knowsley Council will regularly
monitor school absence during term-time and work with the head
teacher to ensure the legislation is followed.

Why is regular school attendance important?
Regular school attendance leads to good levels of achievement,
builds self confidence and gives your child the best possible start
in life. In Knowsley, we have state-of-the art schools, providing
innovative and flexible opportunities to learn.
Poor attendance could result in your child falling behind with
their work, missing out on friendships and could show a potential
employer that they are unreliable.

What can I do?
You can help by:
• Making sure your child goes to school regularly, arrives on time
and attends all lessons.
• Avoid booking holidays or birthday treats during term-time.
• Arrange doctor/dentist appointments outside of school hours.
• Always call school on the first day of absence if your child is ill.
• Ensure your school has the correct contact details for you –
please check with your school’s reception.

What are the consequences of unauthorised
absence?
Allowing your child to be absent from school for holidays and
other similar reasons (such as shopping, birthdays, minor ailments)
without prior approval is against the law and will be classed as
unauthorised absence. Continued unauthorised absence can lead
to prosecution. This could include a £120 Penalty Notice, a fine
of up to £2,500 for each child who isn’t attending school and / or
imprisonment for up to 3 months.

Further advice
To discuss any concerns regarding your child’s attendance, or for
help and advice, contact your child’s school or call the School
Inclusion Service on 0151 443 5147.

