Hi Paul, Please add to my submission re the Local Plan
Regards
Ian Smith

From: djdavies1942@yahoo.co.uk
Subject: Fwd: The Viability of the Metropolitan Borough of Knowsley
Date: Thu, 14 May 2015 21:55:32 +0100
To: ian.smith51@hotmail.co.uk
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: David Davies <djdavies1942@yahoo.co.uk>
Date: 13 April 2015 17:44:13 BST
To: "eric.pickles@communities.gsi.gov.uk" <eric.pickles@communities.gsi.gov.uk>
Subject: The Viability of the Metropolitan Borough of Knowsley

Sent from my iPad :Dear Sir, I write to you as a life-long Resident of the Borough(Huyton
then Prescot)and an informed Geographer: I am concerned about Knowsley Council's
enthusiasm to incorporate amendments to the Local Plan to legalise wide-spread release of
Green Belt Land throughout the Borough to facilitate the construction of new Houses.
The initial perfunctory Consultation in the Autumn last year
revealed that the Elected Members' prime motivation in their eagerness to dismantle an
enviable environment is to attract new and additional middle-class Home-owners to the
Borough.It has become an obsession,which has clouded rational judgement; the viability of
Knowsley in the medium-term requires measured judgement and a quick fix is inadequatewith long term ramifications for the quality of Life for both existing Residents and any
Newcomers! I fact,I believe that the aspiration is naive and too late.
There are
lamentably few Green Spaces in the Borough of Knowsley, unless Knowsley Park is
included.However, the only direct-and limited-Public Access is to the Safari Park!!
No one objects to the development of Brown Field Sites. For example,850
Houses will be built on the final clearance of the BICC Industrial Site east of the M57 and
north of the Railway Line, which travels from Huyton to Prescot and onwards to Wigan.
However, I doubt that all these Houses will be occupied given the Demographic Analysis
posted on the Council's Web Site.In the unlikely event of a sudden halt-or,even more
unlikely,a spike in the trend - there are innumerable other Brown Field Sites throughout the
Borough to be developed without sacrificing the Green Belt.;two Sites have been activated
with substantial Housing Development east and west of Roby Station on the north side of
the Liverpool/Manchester Railway Line.
Whatever the ultimate outcome
following the Inspector's decisions after the planned Public Enquiry, which is scheduled for
2-4 June this Year,I am very apprehensive about the apparent motives of the Cabinet of
Knowsley Borough Council.
I am only consoled by your

Statements last Autumn about the sanctity of the Green Belt as an Asset to be treasured
and protected.
I believe that
Knowsley Borough is no longer a viable and credible entity.The way forward would be a ReOrganisation of Local Government: subsume Knowsley with St. Helens with attendant
benefits-and without prejudice to the proper strategic decisions.
It would be unforgivable,if the Environment of Knowsley-and
the Health and Well-Being of the Population compromised by Elected Members whose only
concern is to hold on to Power(and their renumeration)by sacrificing the Green Belt in the
mistaken belief that more Houses provide a life-raft...............Where are the
People?.................. Where are the Jobs?.............Where is the Capital to develop the
Infrastructure?.................
Best Wishes,
David J
Davies

