The Knowsley

Green Space Strategy
2010 - 2014

FINAL DRAFT
March 2010: Version 1.3

Foreword
The Council’s Sustainable Communities Strategy recognises
that high quality green spaces play a key part in achieving
our long term aspirations for Knowsley.
Green spaces are not just about recreation or
conservation, they underpin the social, ecological
and economic benefits that are essential to the
healthy functioning of urban, liveable
neighbourhoods.
The Green Space Strategy for Knowsley looks
afresh at the value of our green spaces and gives a
commitment and vision to providing quality green
space as an important contribution to improving
peoples’ lives in the Borough.
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A vision for green space
in Knowsley
The Council’s vision for Knowsley’s green spaces is
“A linked, preserved and enhanced network of good quality
green spaces that excite and inspire communities and
contribute towards the creation of vibrant, healthy and
sustainable neighbourhoods across Knowsley.”
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Vision
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Objectives
Through the process of delivering this strategy the Council
has identified a series of strategic objectives which
demonstrate the priority and commitment it places on
realising the full potential of green space in the Borough.
Within four years everyone in Knowsley will have
access to:
• A network of safe, accessible green spaces
which are full of positive activity and
encourage communities to become healthier.

• Good quality imaginative and challenging
play spaces consisting of a mixture of
play equipment, natural play space and
games areas.
• Good quality allotments with appropriate
ancillary facilities.

• Good quality parks, with a range of
appropriate site staffing, facilities, planting
and activities.
• Good quality, natural green space.
• Good quality amenity green space for
informal activity.
• Good quality outdoor sports provision with
appropriate ancillary facilities.
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Objectives
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Part 1
Setting the scene
1.

Introduction

In England, over 33 million people use green
spaces, making over two billion visits in total each
year. Nearly 70% of people use their green spaces
frequently and many go every day.
Green spaces are important to people. In a recent
survey 84% of Knowsley’s residents felt that the
majority of open spaces were important to them.
Good green spaces contribute significantly to the
achievement of prosperous, vibrant and sustainable
neighbourhoods and conversely poor green spaces
contribute towards deprivation and disadvantage.
Knowsley’s Green Space Strategy sets out the
Council’s vision and aims for all open access green
space within the Borough, supported by an action
plan and the resources needed to deliver this.
This is the first Green Space Strategy for the
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Borough and as such is a landmark document that
will guide service delivery and improvements.
The strategy has five key parts:
• The first, ‘Setting the Scene,’ provides a
background to the need for the strategy, how it
was developed and its scope. In addition, the
benefits of quality green spaces and their
strategic context within a wider partnership
framework are outlined.

• The fourth part, ‘Achieving Standards for
Different Types of Green Space,’ looks more
closely at Knowsley’s green spaces and sets
specific targets for each type of green space.
• The fifth part, ‘Implementation and Monitoring,’
provides a framework for review.

• The second part, ‘Knowsley Standards for
Green Space,’ sets the strategy within the
planning framework outlining Knowsley’s local
standards for green space, how these
standards were developed and the current
position against these standards.
• The third part, ‘Principles for Service Delivery
and Green Space Management,’ provides
seven key principles of management that
underpin the delivery of the strategy.
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2.

The need for a strategy

2.1 The Urban Green Spaces Taskforce Report
(2002) illustrated that the quality of parks and
green spaces in England has suffered a
period of long term decline throughout the
1970s, 80s and 90s.
2.2 Whilst substantial improvements and
achievements in the provision and
management of green spaces have been
made, there are still areas where the
situation in Knowsley is a reflection of the
nationwide problem.
2.3 Reform and investment is needed if the
standards of green space within Knowsley are
to continue to improve. This Green Space
Strategy will address the major issues and
problems inherited from the past by
responding to the following challenges.
• To improve understanding of the value of
green spaces
Good green spaces offer many benefits to
local communities and conversely poor
green spaces can contribute to cycles of
decline in neighbourhoods. The true value
of good quality green spaces has not been
fully understood or appreciated.
• To enhance the quality of green spaces
Most communities are defined by the place
they live and the physical characteristics of
that place. Green spaces form the major

10
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part of the public realm providing
opportunities to demonstrate civic pride and
uphold shared values. A decline in the
quality of public space contributes to the
onset or acceleration of vandalism, antisocial behaviour and even serious crime.
Therefore, it is essential that the Green
Space Strategy addresses the fundamental
issue of providing good quality green space
across the Borough and narrowing the gap
in current levels of such provision.
• To establish a strategic framework for
decision making
The purpose of the Green Space Strategy is
to establish an agreed framework of
principles and actions on which decisions
for green space improvements can be
made. This will provide the context for
targeting improvement initiatives at sites
that do not meet minimum standards set
out in the strategy. Such an approach will
be based upon the planning framework and
a recent detailed audit and spatial mapping
of all such sites.
• A co-ordinated partnership approach
The number of services and organisations
involved in the planning, development
and maintenance of green space is vast.
In addition, there is a range of other
organisations that are able to reap benefits
from such a resource. The Green Space
Strategy seeks to align the approach to
green space for all such stakeholders.

• Strategic intent to drive funding
In the past improvements have often been
driven by the availability of external funding
for certain projects. The strategy provides a
needs-based rationale that enables us to
guide funding rather than funding to guide
us. To deliver a quality green space
network will require financial investment
both in terms of new capital infrastructure
and ongoing maintenance regimes.
2.4 Whilst responding to these challenges the
Green Space Strategy has been produced
to encourage:
Accountability:
The strategy is based upon detailed research
including a thorough audit of green spaces
within Knowsley, community consultation and
partnership work.
Sustainability:
The strategy addresses long term needs and
trends, not just short-term fixes.
Continuity:
The strategy provides a consistent approach
giving guidance on key values as well as area
and site-based priorities.
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3.

Developing the Green Space
Strategy

The Green Space Strategy has been developed using
a number of stages outlined in the following sections.
3.1 Development of a set of local standards for
green space in Knowsley.
The development of a set of local green space
standards has taken place through an audit of
green space sites and a thorough process of
community consultation. Further information
regarding the standards and their
development is contained within section 7.
3.2 Review of Best Practice
National best practice has been reviewed in
order to encourage the use of new ideas.
3.3 Partnership Working Group
A working group consisting of a broad range
of partners was developed in order to bring
together those with an involvement in the
management of green spaces. A series of
workshops have taken place in order to
establish the vision and core principles for
the strategy.
3.4 Consultations with the Local Strategic
Partnership
The Local Strategic Partnership has been
instrumental in providing a partnership of
Council, public service, private and voluntary
groups to develop the strategy. Related
benefits of green spaces and the core
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principles of the strategy have been presented
to each of the thematic groups of the Local
Strategic Partnership that include:
• Children and Young People’s Partnership
• Strategic Housing and Environment
Partnership
• Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership
• Economic Development Partnership
• Stronger Communities Partnership
• Health and Well Being Partnership
In addition, a consultation event took place in
July 2008 to provide feedback on a draft
Green Space Strategy and amendments have
been included in this final strategy.
3.5 Support from CABE Space
Strategy development has been supported by
the CABE Space Strategic Enabling Scheme.
CABE Space was established in 2003 as part
of the Commission for Architecture and the
Built Environment and was set up, and is
funded by, government following the
recommendations of the Urban Green Spaces
Taskforce in 2000. The enabling scheme was
set up in order to forward government’s aim to
encourage councils and their partners to
adopt a strategic approach to managing their
green space network which encourages and
enables pursuit of much higher standards of
planning, design and management of green
spaces. Advisory support included facilitation
of stakeholder consultation and involvement
and allocation of resources and prioritisation
of projects.

4.

Scope

4.1 The Green Space Strategy is a strategic tool
which will help the Knowsley Partnership to
protect and enhance its green spaces over the
next four years. It sets out a clear framework
that will seek to upgrade green spaces
ensuring they move towards meeting adopted
quality, quantity and accessibility standards.
4.2 Technical analysis and community
consultation has taken place in the production
of the strategy. This has informed the two
main areas of the strategy:
a. A set of key principles and action
statements for service development and
green space management.
b. The development of a set of quantity, quality
and accessibility standards for each type of
green space and associated action
statements designed to enable
achievement of these standards.
4.3 Information regarding the development of a
set of green space standards for Knowsley is
contained within Section 7.
4.4 The Green Space Strategy focuses primarily
on green spaces within Knowsley that are
used either formally or informally by the
community. Areas where public access is not
promoted such as agricultural land, private
sports clubs, estates and gardens are not
taken into account, apart from where they may
contribute to the ‘green infrastructure’ agenda.
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4.5 Green infrastructure is the network function of
natural, artificial and open space environments
within and around towns and villages. Just as
growing communities need to improve and
develop their infrastructure (roads, sewers and
utilities etc), green infrastructure should also
be upgraded and expanded in line with
growth. Green corridors form a part of the
green infrastructure in Knowsley but so too do
private estates, farmland and other areas not
within public ownership.

5.

The benefits of green spaces

5.1 The importance of green space to quality of
life is enormous. How a community looks,
feels and functions is influenced by the quality
of its green spaces.
5.2 The contribution that good green spaces can
make to Knowsley is not underestimated.
Some of Knowsley’s existing challenges and
the potential benefits of green space are
outlined below.
5.3 Health
Data suggests that high levels of deprivation in
Knowsley and issues connected to the
lifestyles that some residents lead have some
significant consequences for health.
• Life expectancy for men and women in the
Borough is three years lower than the
national figure.
• Data on the causes of death show that the
Borough has significantly higher than
average numbers of residents who die from
heart disease and other conditions
associated with lifestyle choices.
• Within the Borough, the data shows that the
populations of North Huyton, North Kirkby
and South Kirkby face the most significant
health related problems.
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Regular exposure to outdoor green
environments reduces stress and accelerates
recovery from illness. Regular exercise and
activity reduces the incidence of obesity and
other associated life threatening diseases.
Studies have shown that a brisk walk every
day, in your local park can reduce the risk of
heart attacks by 50%, strokes by 50%,
diabetes by 50%, fracture of the femur by 30%,
colon cancer by 30%, breast cancer by 30%
and Alzheimer’s by 25%. Links with GP and
health centre referral schemes offer green
spaces as a service for direct rehabilitation
of patients.
Green spaces provide a facility for a wide
variety of sporting opportunities whether they
are through organised, formal clubs or
informally. Studies show that amongst adults
who regularly participated in sports, 23%
utilise parks for these activities.
Green spaces play an essential role in the
provision of free and accessible open space for
both children and young people, particularly
where urban environments are restricted by
traffic and a lack of large gardens.
Green spaces are the primary outdoor
environment that still remains for children and
young people to meet and play in a sociable
and informal setting.
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5.4 Economy
Data suggests that there are mixed messages
about the overall performance of Knowsley’s
economy. Whilst Knowsley’s Gross Value
Added (GVA) per capita lags behind that of
Greater Merseyside, the North West and the
UK, the period since 1998 has seen a
substantial number of new jobs created.
The data on business creation has shown a
clear upward trend over the last ten years and
yet an additional 223 VAT registrations per
year would be required in the Borough to raise
its business start up rate to the UK average.
Quality of life is a major consideration when
businesses are deciding where to locate
themselves with parks and green spaces
being considered as important as crime rates
and safe streets. Corporate Chief Executive
Officers say quality of life for employees is now
the third most important factor when deciding
on a location, with accessible, high quality
green space being a key factor. In addition,
owners of small companies rank recreation,
parks and open spaces as ‘the highest priority
in choosing a new location for their business.’
Quality green spaces help with neighbourhood
renewal issues, generating jobs, raising
property values of those near to parks by over
20% compared to the same type of properties
just one road away. This is noticeable
throughout this country with the best parks
and green spaces often surrounded by
expensive and desirable properties.

GREEN SPACE STRATEGY 2010-2014

5.5 Crime and anti-social behaviour
Data suggests that overall levels of crime in
Knowsley are higher than the national
average. In addition, residents’ perceptions of
crime are an important factor in quality of life
and satisfaction with a place.
Green spaces are the barometers of a
community. Safe and attractive places have a
key role in reassuring local communities and
creating pride of place.
The quality of people’s experience of green
spaces has a major impact on their lives,
affecting both their sense of well being and
how they feel about the places where they live
and work.
A decline in the quality of public space
contributes to the onset or acceleration of
vandalism, anti-social behaviour and even
serious crime. In addition, green spaces
provide venues for additional youth
engagement programmes, diversionary
activities and facilities.
5.6 Education and Skills
Knowsley is making progress in raising
attainment levels among its young people of
school age, but its performance continues to
lag behind that of Merseyside, the North West
and England as a whole.

The Borough’s skills base reflects an area
where there are higher than average numbers
of people in lower paid occupations and high
levels of deprivation.
Green spaces provide schools with a living,
breathing, fully interactive and continually
changing outdoor classroom, and a wonderful
resource with which to support curriculum
activities. Access is easy and free and
because they exist locally, visits can be
frequent allowing longer term projects to
be undertaken.
The urban park is the primary outdoor
environment that still remains for children to
meet, play and learn in a sociable and
informal setting.
5.7 Landscape, ecology and climate change
Action to improve environmental quality is an
important issue for Knowsley’s residents and
for the area’s aspiration to attract more
businesses and residents in the future.
In addition, climate change and other issues
about environmental protection have become
increasingly important in the way people live
their lives and earn their living.
The visual appearance and attractiveness of
towns is strongly influenced by its green
space. Green spaces strongly influence
people’s perceptions of a place.
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When people are choosing where to live or
locate, businesses good parks and green
spaces can make a crucial difference and are
essential components of urban regeneration
and neighbourhood renewal schemes.
Within urban locations the most valuable
habitats are invariably found within the diverse
range of urban green space which contribute
to biodiversity and provide for many people
their only interaction with nature.
Green spaces provide a vital role in helping to
regulate and mitigate the effect of climate
change on the Borough. For example, green
spaces provide capacity for storm water and
tree cover for shade and carbon fixing.
Carefully planned networks of footpaths and
cycle routes that extensively utilise green
spaces can greatly reduce an urban
population’s dependency on private cars.
5.8 Communities
Knowsley is among the most deprived areas
in England with around 50% of residents
living in the 10% most deprived super output
areas (SOAs). Child poverty, low social
capital and isolation are amongst the many
consequences of deprivation.
Most communities are defined by the place
they live and the physical characteristics of
that place. Green spaces form the major part
of the public realm providing opportunities

14
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to demonstrate civic pride and uphold
shared values.
Green spaces are freely shared and
intentionally designed to encourage social
interaction, breakdown barriers to social
inclusion and allow members of different
communities to meet as equals. Events and
other cultural activities held within green
spaces also play a major part in consolidating
a community’s heritage and celebrating and
enjoying community life.
Green spaces increase opportunities for
people to be engaged in the planning,
delivery and evaluation of services and
provide numerous and varied opportunities
for volunteering.

6.

Strategic context

6.1 National Context
In November 2000 the Urban White Paper,
‘Our Towns and Cities: the Future. Delivering
an Urban Renaissance’ was published.
The White Paper recognised public green
spaces as vital to enhancing the quality of
urban environments and urban quality of life,
and linked public green space to
attractiveness of towns and cities, healthier
lifestyles, nature and education.
In October 2002 the Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister (now Communities and Local
Government) published ‘Living Spaces:
Cleaner, Safer, Greener’. This was the
beginning of the government’s drive to create
and maintain good quality parks and diverse
green spaces in all our towns and cities.
It is probably still the most important and
influential national green space strategy, and
has set the tone for most of the subsequent
strategy development.
To help achieve the vision of good green
spaces a new unit attached to the
Commission for Architecture and the Built
Environment (CABE) was created. The unit,
CABE Space, was established in May 2003
and has since published extensive research
and best practice and supported those
involved in green spaces through enabling
and training programmes.
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‘Sustainable Communities: Building for the
Future’, published in 2003 launched the
government’s Liveability Programme.
The Cleaner, Safer, Greener cross government
programme brings together central departments
with policy responsibilities that have an
impact, directly or indirectly, on public space.
Public Service Agreements (PSAs) set out the
key improvements the public can expect from
government expenditure and describe a
department’s main aim, objectives and
performance targets which help it focus its
activities. Communities and Local Government’s
performance targets include PSA 8; ‘To lead
the delivery of cleaner, safer, greener public
spaces and improve the quality of the built
environment in deprived areas and across the
country with measurable improvements’.
In October 2006, Communities and Local
Government published ‘Strong and
Prosperous Communities - The Local
Government White Paper’. The paper sets out
proposals to give a stronger role for local
authorities to lead their communities, shape
neighbourhoods and bring local public
services together. The White Paper also sets
out a new relationship between local
government and citizens. There are clear
opportunities for green spaces to contribute to
improvement initiatives. In particular, the
White Paper’s plans for stronger, involved and
active communities are relevant for green
space services.
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6.2 Regional Context
The Regional Spatial Strategy forms a part of
the Statutory Development Plan for all of the
North West, including Knowsley. A new
Regional Spatial Strategy is in preparation and
will have a number of significant implications
for land use in Knowsley, including the
amount of house building that should take
place in the Borough.
6.3 Local Context

If the vision is successfully achieved in 15
years time, Knowsley will have a sustainable
and diverse population and will be known for
its successful suburban townships, providing
a sense of place and community.
The Green Space Strategy is a key element in
helping to deliver the Sustainable Community
Strategy that has identified seven key strategic
drivers for change:
• Increasing economic activity at all levels
• A well connected Knowsley

Sustainable Communities Strategy
The Knowsley Local Strategic Partnership
(LSP) brings together Knowsley Council,
public services and private, voluntary and
community organisations and has developed
the draft ‘Sustainable Community Strategy for
Knowsley 2008-2023’. The Sustainable
Community Strategy presents a fifteen year
vision for Knowsley and is the starting point for
all key programmes and services that affect
local communities and neighbourhoods.
The vision for the Sustainable Community
Strategy is:

“Knowsley:
the Borough of Choice”

• Safer more cohesive communities
• Improving the offer/quality of place
• Unlocking the potential and raising
aspirations
• Raising attainment levels and skills
Local Area Agreements
The Sustainable Communities Strategy will be
performance managed and delivered through
a series of Local Area Agreements. The three
year Local Area Agreements are made
between Central Government (represented by
the North West Government Office) and the
Local Strategic Partnership. They break the
Sustainable Communities Strategy into
chunks, allowing progress and impact reviews
at regular intervals.
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Knowsley’s Local Area Agreement
(2008-2011) contains indicators on which
programmes of work are commissioned and
assessed. The quality of green space can
contribute to achieving many of these
indicators. An illustration of the links between
the chosen indicators and green space is
provided as Appendix 1.
The Local Development Framework
The Local Development Framework (LDF) will
guide the implementation of the spatial
planning strategy for Knowsley. The Green
Space Strategy contributes to the
development plan documents and should
become an important document within this
process.
Linking Strategies and Policies
The vision for Knowsley’s green spaces will
not be achieved in isolation. The Strategy will
be delivered in partnership, in line with wider
strategies and policies and with support from
a number of sub strategies.
The links between strategies and policies are
illustrated in the following diagram.
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Related strategies
and policies
Local Area Agreements
Play Now Play Knowsley
Children and Young
People’s Strategic Plan

Overarching Strategy
Sustainable Communities
Strategy

Regional Spatial Strategy

Local Development
Framework

Planning Policy Guidance
17

Climate Change Strategy

Green Infrastructure

Health Strategy
Crime and Disorder

Green Space Strategy

Disability Discrimination
Act 1995

Sub-strategies to
Green Space Strategy
Allotment Strategy

Local Government
Equality Standard

Tree and Woodland Strategy

Funding Strategy

Management Plans
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Living Places:
Cleaner, Safer, Greener
CABE Space

Area Boards
Youth Matters

National / Regional
influencers
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Part 2
Knowsley standards for green space
7.

Knowsley’s green space standards

7.1 The Need for Local Standards
Planning Policy Guidance Note 17 (PPG17)
states that local authorities should use
information gained from assessment of needs
and opportunities to set locally derived
standards for the provision of open spaces in
their local areas.
Three types of local standard are required
under PPG17:
• Quantity Standards - A minimum amount of
green space of different types
• Quality Standards - A level of quality that
green spaces of different types should
attain
• Accessibility - How far residents have to
travel to reach different types of green space
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The local standards were required to be
included in local development plans and
were therefore adopted within the
Knowsley Replacement Unitary Development
Plan (2006).
7.2 Developing Local Standards
The Knowsley Standards are the product of an
extensive programme of consultation and
research. These studies are documented as
part of an Open Space, Recreation and Sports
Needs Assessment (2005). The assessment
is a key piece of research work undertaken as
part of the requirements of Planning Policy
Guidance Note 17 (PPG17). The assessment
included:
• A comprehensive audit of existing provision
of all types of green space, sporting and
recreational facilities in term of quality,
quantity and accessibility.

• Identification of local needs and opinions
regarding open spaces through a series of
consultations.
• Benchmarking against existing national
standards and other local authorities.
Consultations took place in 2005 and
included:
• 5,000 household questionnaires (users and
non users) across the Borough.
• Drop-in neighbourhood sessions.
• Press releases and specific email
addresses were set up to encourage
individuals to comment on green spaces.
• Focus groups with specific community
organisations including ‘friends of park’
groups.
• Consultation with external agencies.
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It should be noted that many green spaces
contain other typologies. For example, many
parks and gardens may contain a playground
(children and young people’s typology) or a
bowling green (outdoor sports typology).
In these instances green spaces have been
mapped to show the land use split between
the typologies.

7.3 The Audit
A total of 332 sites were visited as part of the
audit in 2005 using information from previous
surveys, aerial photographs and Ordnance
Survey mapping. All green spaces over 0.25
hectares were mapped and assessed.
Agricultural land was excluded from the study.
Each green space was allocated a typology
used to classify green spaces based on their
primary purpose. The typologies were based
on national guidance contained in ‘Assessing
Needs and Opportunities’, the companion
guide to Planning Policy Guidance Note 17
(PPG17). The table below sets out the
typology classifications.
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The recommendation of PPG17 to allocate a
primary use to each area of land has proven
more difficult. Unlike the example of
playgrounds or bowling greens which can
form a discrete area of one typology within the
setting of another typology some green
spaces have multiple uses.

Green Space Typology

Description

Allotments

Areas for growing fruit and vegetables

Amenity Green Space

Areas of informal green spaces in and around housing areas

Cemeteries and Churchyards

Currently used as burial grounds or closed burial grounds and
used for informal recreation

Green Corridors

Linear open spaces providing links to other green
spaces or other local facilities

Natural and Semi-Natural Green Space

Natural areas such as woodlands

Outdoor Sports Facilities

Playing fields and other sports pitches

Parks and Gardens

Formal and urban parks and gardens

Provision for Children and Young People

Play spaces and provision for young people
e.g. skate parks
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This is the reality of the resource and of the
way people use them. For example, land that
is categorised as park and garden typology
can also meet the definition of natural and
semi-natural space, and areas designated as
outdoor sports provision can also provide the
function of a park. The audit of green spaces
and assessments of quantity and accessibility
must be understood with a common sense
approach to multiple use of green space.
The 2005 audit of green spaces was updated
in 2007 and is illustrated using a Geographical
Information System (GIS) that maps the green
spaces within Knowsley. During this update,
private sites that were inaccessible or had very
limited public access were highlighted within
the mapping and removed from the
assessment of provision against standards.
As part of the update of the audit, qualitative
data was refreshed in 2007 utilising the Green
Flag Award criteria which enables a full range
of qualitative aspects of green space to be
assessed. The Green Flag Award criteria was
utilised for Parks and Gardens, Amenity Green
Space, Outdoor Sports Provision, Cemeteries
and Churchyards, Natural and Semi Natural
Spaces and Green Corridors with emphasis
placed on assessment of each site
appropriate to size, typology and situation.
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The key areas for assessment include:
• A Welcoming Place
• Health, Safety and Security
• Maintenance of Equipment, Buildings and
Landscape (including horticultural
practices)
• Litter, Cleanliness and Vandalism
• Environmental Sustainability
• Conservation of Heritage and Nature
• Community Involvement
• Marketing

Each site will receive a score between 0 and
100 which relates to one of five bands ranging
from very poor to excellent. A score of 66 or
above is Green Flag Award standard.
The results of the audit showed, that in many
respects, Knowsley is well endowed in
quantitative terms with green spaces.
However, whilst this is a comparatively positive
picture of provision, in overall quantitative
terms this belies to significant issues:
• There is an unevenness of distribution in the
quantity and accessibility of green spaces;
and,
• The quality of green spaces varies with
many green spaces being in a poor
condition.

• Overall Management (including
Management Plan development).
Additional qualitative assessment criteria were
utilised for children and young people’s
typology and allotments which enabled more
effective scoring of these areas. For example,
children’s play spaces were assessed to
reflect national best practice and guidance
contained within Knowsley’s Play Strategy,
‘Play Now Play Knowsley’. The age range
that the play space caters for was also seen
as key to quality provision with a preferred
range of 0-14.

The audit of green spaces will be updated
every two years and changes in quality,
quantity and accessibility data will be
recorded. The assessment of scores will
utilise the Green Flag Award criteria and be
completed on a self-assessment basis using
staff who are qualified Green Flag Award
judges. The primary tool for recording and
monitoring is the Geographical Information
System which is a front facing monitoring tool
that can be accessed publicly.

Score

0-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+

Quality

Very Poor

Poor

Fair

Good

Excellent

7.4 Results of the Consultations
A wealth of information was gathered and
analysed. The key results of the consultation
are listed below:
• Parks and green space services are seen
as an important part of Council
responsibilities. 84% of residents felt that
the majority of open spaces were important
to them.
• There appears to be a lack of local identity
and local ownership of green spaces.
• Inadequate maintenance is seen as a major
issue contributing to a lack of security.
• While there was some sense of
under-provision in the quantity of open
spaces, the more important problem is of
quality and access. The real need to
improve quality and access as opposed to
increasing the quantity came across in all
the various consultations.
• There is a need for pro-active measures to
increase usage and help resolve security
issues through natural surveillance.
• Investment in Park Rangers is a favourable
option to improve management and reduce
problems of anti-social behaviour.
• There is a lack of good quality green
corridor provision in the Borough; in
particular opportunities for walking and
cycling have not been exploited.
• There is a general blandness of many green
spaces with little or no planting.
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7.5 The Knowsley Standards Quality, Quantity
and Accessibility
Quantity Provision Standards
Typology

Quality Provision Standards
Typology

Quality

Parks and Gardens

A welcoming, clean and litter
free one-stop facility providing a
wide range of leisure, recreational
and enriched play opportunities for
all ages, varied and well kept
vegetation, appropriate lighting and
ancillary accommodation (including
benches, bins and toilets) well
signposted to and within the site
appropriate to size and other local
conditions. The site should have
appropriate staff undertaking both
maintenance and community liaison
activity. Excellent quality sites will
meet the Green Flag Award
standard. Biodiversity interests
should also be protected and where
possible improved.

Quantity
Hectares per 1,000 (population)

Parks and Gardens

0.8

Natural and
Semi-Natural

No adopted standard 1.2 informal standard

Amenity
Green Space

0.5

Children and
Young People

0.2

Outdoor Sport

1.85

Allotments

0.5

Green Corridors

No adopted standard

Cemeteries

No adopted standard

Natural and
Semi-Natural

* Standards adopted within the Knowsley Unitary Development
Plan 2006 and/or the Green Space Standards and New
Development Supplementary Planning Document 2007.

A quantity standard of 1.2 hectares for natural and
semi-natural typology is recommended that
includes the multiple use of green space.
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Amenity
Green Space

A clean and litter free site with
natural features and habitat that
encourage wildlife conservation,
biodiversity and environmental
education and awareness as well as
informal recreation and play where
appropriate. Excellent quality sites
will meet the Green Flag Award
standard.
A clean and well maintained
green space site with well kept
grass, easily accessible and big
enough to encourage informal play.
Sites should have benches and bins
and landscaping in the right places
to provide a spacious outlook and
overall enhance the appearance of
the local environment. Biodiversity
interests should also be protected
and where possible improved.

Typology

Quality

Children and
Young People

A site providing a mix of well
maintained formal equipment or
enriched play environment in a safe
and secure location close to housing
that includes clean, litter and dog
free areas for more informal play and
seating for adults. The site should
have appropriate staff undertaking
both maintenance and community
liaison activity.

Outdoor Sport

A well planned, clean, litter and dog
fouling free sports facility site with
level and well drained good quality
surfaces, appropriate good quality
ancillary accommodation including
changing accommodation, toilets
and car parking facilities. The site
should have appropriate staff
undertaking both maintenance and
community liaison activity. Excellent
quality sites will meet the Green Flag
Award standard.

Allotments

A clean and well kept site that
encourages healthy living, education
and biodiversity with appropriate
ancillary facilities, clearly marked
pathways and level allotment plots
with good drainage. The site should
benefit from appropriate lighting and
security.

Green Corridors

A clean and well maintained safe
and secure corridor with a range of
habitat and clear pathways that link
places together providing alternative
forms of transportation.

* Standards adopted within the Knowsley Unitary Development
Plan 2006 and/or the Green Space Standards and New
Development Supplementary Planning Document 2007.
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Accessibility Standards
Typology

Recommended distances

Parks and Gardens

1.2km

Natural and
Semi-Natural

No adopted standard 800m informal standard

Amenity
Green Space

800m

Children and
Young People

800m

Outdoor Sport

6km

Allotments

1.6km

Green Corridors

No adopted standard

Cemeteries

No adopted standard

* Standards adopted within the Knowsley Unitary Development
Plan 2006 and/or the Green Space Standards and New
Development Supplementary Planning Document 2007.

An accessibility standard of 800m for natural and
semi-natural typology is recommended that
includes the multiple use of green space.

7.6 Meeting the Knowsley Standards
The measurement of open spaces within
Knowsley, in terms of recording against
quantitative, qualitative and accessibility
standards, is based around the division of the
Borough into Substantial Residential Areas
(SRAs). There are 38 SRAs in Knowsley.
An SRA is a residential area that should, in
order to provide a satisfactory residential
environment, be self sufficient in public open
space. In general, it would conform to a
housing estate or similar identifiable residential
neighbourhood with the boundaries drawn
along barriers to safe and convenient
pedestrian access, such as main roads,
railway lines, streams and similar.
The designation of SRA boundaries ensures
that the measurement of surpluses and
deficits applies to the population within.
Too large an SRA makes it difficult to ensure
relevance to the community it is supposed to
relate to, while too small an SRA leads to
unrealistic targets (not every street can have
its own park).
The Replacement Unitary Development Plan
(2006) makes it clear that SRAs will continue to
be used as the geographical unit within which
sufficient open space must be provided to
serve the local population. The exception to
this is the outdoor sports typology where
accessibility standards have a larger
catchment area and standards are assessed
using larger community areas.
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Standards for the quality, quantity and
accessibility of each type of green space are
provided within Part 4 of the strategy along
with action statements aimed at achieving the
standards. In addition, the SRA boundaries
and assessment of provision against
standards are provided in Appendix 2 with
reference to how the action statements
provided in Part 4 of the strategy can help to
rectify any deficiencies.
In addition, the consultation showed that
quality and accessibility of green spaces was
more important to Knowsley residents than the
quantity of green spaces available for use.
Therefore, focus will be placed on meeting the
quality and accessibility standards for each
type of green space as a priority.
The quantity standards will be used primarily
in the planning process to afford protection to
green space where required. However,
quantitative standards will also be achieved
where possible, by changing typologies of
green space, for example by upgrading
amenity green space to park and garden.
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Part 3
Principles for service delivery and
green space management
8.

Core principles

The Strategy is underpinned by seven core
principles that will guide its delivery.
8.1 Equity
The current distribution of green space is not
equal for all residents of Knowsley, in terms of
quantity, quality and accessibility.
Planning and resourcing of green spaces will
be directed over a period of time to ensure
equitable access for future generations.
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Local Standards and the requirements
of PPG17
Government guidance in the form of Planning
Policy Guidance Note 17 (PPG17) makes it
clear that local deficiencies in green space
provision can occur because of quantity,
quality and accessibility. Local standards
have been adopted for five different
typologies of green space; parks and
gardens, children and young people’s
facilities, outdoor sports provision, allotments
and amenity green space.

Action Statement E1
The audit of green space and its
assessment against adopted standards
provides a clear rationale for the delivery of a
targeted programme of improvements.
Resources will be directed towards marked,
large scale, sustainable improvement each
year in order to meet adopted standards.
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Planning Policy and New Development
New residential development requires
developers to contribute towards green space
provision. In the past, when provision has
been made within a new development, it has
sometimes been of the wrong type, poorly
located or too small to be of recreational use.
The new Green Space Standards and
new Development Supplementary Planning
Document (SPD) provide a clear and
transparent methodology for assessing levels
of developer contributions and their use.
The SPD and strategy will be used to guide
how residents will be best served by developer
contributions and will often steer contributions
to be used to enhance the quality of existing
green space that would be used by residents
of the proposed development.

Land Allocations
How Knowsley uses its employment land and
develops its housing offer are key factors in
the sustainable development of the Borough.
Knowsley faces pressure to accommodate
growth above and beyond the current dwelling
figures set in the North West Regional Spatial
Strategy. Whilst much of this growth is
expected to be accommodated on previously
developed land there may be need to unlock
some green space sites.
Action Statement E4
Areas that have a quantitative over
provision will be assessed to determine
their suitability for other types of land use
e.g. new housing allocations.

Action Statement E2
Developer contributions will be sought in
areas of development to meet the green
space quantity, quality and accessibility
standards. Contributions will be used
appropriately and imaginatively to resource
both capital and revenue programmes.

Monitoring Standards
The audit of green spaces is updated on an
annual basis in order to monitor progress,
secure developer contributions appropriately
and renew targets for resourcing. The internal
audit uses qualified Green Flag Award
judges to score the quality of green spaces.
In addition to the audit, external monitoring
takes place through application for Green Flag
Award status. Knowsley currently has eight
green spaces with Green Flag Award status in
2009/10. However, it is recognised that
distribution of these sites of excellence is not
equitable. On this basis the Council will strive
to ensure that even more of its parks across
the Borough receive such status through
improved community engagement,
horticultural management and robust
maintenance regimes.
Action Statement E5
Sites will be targeted with the aim to achieve
thirteen Green Flag Award status spaces by
March 2012, with a more equitable distribution
of the award throughout the Borough.

Action Statement E3
Any new green space will be thoughtfully
designed using the principles of the Green
Space Strategy, Green Space Standards and
Development Supplementary Planning
Document and the developing Design
Supplementary Planning Document.
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Proposed Schedule for Green Flag Award Applications

Typology

09 / 10

10 / 11

11 / 12

Existing
applications
Parks and Gardens

12 / 13

13 / 14

New
applications
by Typology

New applications

Court Hey
Park
Henley Park
McGoldrick
Park
Sawpit Park
St Chad’s
Gardens

0

Natural and
Semi-Natural

Millbrook Park
Millennium
Green

0

0

0

Acornfield
Plantation

Outdoor Sports
Provision

King George
V (Huyton)
Playing Fields

0

0

0

Arncliffe
1
Sports Ground

Cemeteries and
Churchyards

Knowsley
Cemetery

0

0

0

0

It should be noted that children and young
people’s typology can not be applied for in
isolation but forms part of the application for
its wider setting. Allotment gardens do not
qualify for the Green Flag Award.
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Halewood
Park

Jubilee Park

Eaton Street
Recreation
Ground

8.2 Safety
Community safety is essential in order to
realise the enormous benefits that green
spaces can bring.
We want green spaces to be safe. In order to
reverse the problems, the root causes rather
than the symptoms must be addressed.
Planning and resourcing will be directed to
ensure that Knowsley’s green spaces are safe
places for all members of the community to
use and enjoy.

3

Staffing
Crime, anti-social behaviour and fear of crime
prevent use of green spaces, especially from
vulnerable groups within Knowsley. Perceptions
of safety and community reassurance are
extremely important and often vary between
different sectors of the community. Both
consultation and national best practice has
highlighted the need for adequate staffing of
green spaces. Park staffing can include a
variety of individuals including park rangers,
play rangers, youth workers, health workers
and volunteers.

1

0

In order to achieve Green Flag Award status,
green spaces must demonstrate continuous
improvement. Some investment will still be
needed on existing Green Flag Award sites in
order to maintain and improve standards.

Action Statement S1
Resources will be targeted to provide a
championing and co-ordinating role to enable
a range of park staffing on site during daylight
hours in every Borough park, priority High
Level Parks and outdoor sports facilities.
Varied programmes of activity will be
provided to ensure sites are well frequented
by visitors.
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Design
Good quality design can help to deter crime
and anti-social behaviour. However, design
cannot ever deal with the reasons why people
offend in the first place. Research suggests
that investing in the design and care of high
quality green spaces is more effective in
tackling anti-social behaviour than the blanket
use of tough security measures.
Action Statement S2
Good quality design will be used to
encourage lines of sight, inter-visibility and
passive surveillance, whilst resisting taking
blanket measures to remove facilities,
landscape features and character. Over use
of hard targeting measures that impact on
the quality of sites will be discouraged.
Maintenance and Enforcement
Dirty and dangerous places encourage graffiti,
vandalism and anti-social behaviour whilst
investment in the quality of place produces an
upturn in local self-confidence.
Action Statement S3
Visible on-site staff, rapid response and
enforcement measures will be used to deal
with long standing problems such as litter,
graffiti, and dog fouling and fly-tipping.
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Co-ordination
Misuse of green spaces is a complex issue.
Community ownership, positive activity, quality
spaces, appropriate enforcement, site staffing
and good design all have a part to play in
promoting safety.
Action Statement S4
Partnerships with all stakeholders will
continue to be developed that promote a
co-ordinated and holistic approach to
community safety that identifies and
addresses as many of the causal factors
as possible.

8.3 Diversity
Knowsley’s green spaces should be
accessible to the whole community.
Biodiversity should be promoted through the
protection, creation, enhancement and
management of different environments,
habitats and landscapes.
Biodiversity
Biodiversity is the variety of living things
around us, from mammals and birds, to plants
and microbes, and the habitats they live in.
Some sites are wholly described as natural
and semi natural and may also be designated
as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs),
Sites of Biological Interest (SBIs) or Local
Nature Reserves (LNRs), whilst other areas are
integral within other typologies of green space
such as parks and gardens.
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Action Statement D1
Biologically diverse habitats and important
urban species will be safeguarded or
enhanced through delivery of a Biodiversity
Action Plan (BAP) for Knowsley.
Access to Nature
Unlike most typologies of green space no
formal quantity, quality and accessibility
standards were adopted for natural and seminatural green spaces. Further information
regarding the approach to access and
management of natural spaces is contained
within section 9.2 Natural and Semi Natural
Green Space.
Access to Green Spaces
Access to green space is not simply about
distances travelled, it can also be about a
number of physical or social barriers. Green
spaces should be made available to everyone
through effective design and management.
Action Statement D3
The policies and practice of green space
management will be assessed against the
requirements of the Local Government
Equality Framework.
Action Statement D4
A cross-section of community members,
representing a range of particular groups will
be involved in the design and planning of all
major green space improvements.
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Attention will be paid to those at the risk of
exclusion from green space including
children and young people, older people,
minority ethnic groups, those with poor basic
skills, people with health and disability
issues and those living in deprived
communities.
8.4 Sustainability
Good green space planning and management
contributes significantly to the sustainable
development of the Borough.
When planning, developing and managing
green spaces, the long-term social,
environmental and economic benefits will
be considered.
Climate Change
Knowsley has signed up to the ‘Nottingham
Declaration on Climate Change’ to pledge to
actively tackle climate change and adopted a
Council Climate Change Strategy and Action
Plan in October 2008. There is a general
consensus amongst experts that summers will
be drier and warmer, winters will be wetter and
warmer and more dramatic events such as
floods and storms will be expected.
There is evidence that, in addition to mitigating
climate change, green spaces can help areas
adapt to climate change through cooling,
absorption of pollutants and water
management.
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The direct effects on green spaces may
include earlier flowering and longer growing
seasons, increased competition from weeds
and increased water stress on plants, lawns
and grass swards.

Green Transport Links
Green spaces provide valuable green
infrastructure that can be used for both
recreational and essential journeys, reducing
the reliance on transport by cars.

Direct effects of climate change need to be
considered both in terms of the impact upon
the environment of Knowsley and the
increased pressure on the Council’s own
resources required to respond to the change.

Action Statement Su5
Enhance connectivity by identifying,
protecting and providing quality green
corridors as important traffic free cycling and
walking routes and as places for wildlife.

Action Statement Su1
Long term planning of green space
management and maintenance contracts will
take place to enable mitigation and
adaptation to climate change.
Action Statement Su2
Further creation of Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS) will be
encouraged on new and existing green
spaces in order to slow the movement of
rainwater and reduce the effect of large
urban areas of hard surfaces.
Action Statement Su3
Carbon emissions will be reduced, where
possible, through the use of environmentally
friendly practice and technology.
Action Statement Su4
Tree coverage will be improved through the
production of a Tree Strategy for the
Borough by March 2011.
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8.5 Flexibility
Green spaces need to be responsive to
changing and emerging community needs
and trends. Ongoing and detailed input from
local communities will be an integral part of
future management.
Community Involvement and Ownership
Knowsley values the active involvement of
residents and volunteers. This involvement
contributes towards the quality of green
spaces by providing a ‘site presence’,
attracting further funding that is not available
to the Council and adding to the management
of green spaces. Volunteer time and local
knowledge is an invaluable resource in
securing the future of green spaces and at the
same time builds on the skill and capacity of
individuals and groups. Knowsley currently
has ‘Friends of’ groups, several Trusts and a
number of residents and user groups involved
in the management of green spaces.
Action Statement F1
Support and develop dedicated Friends
Groups, Trusts, residents groups,
neighbourhood networks, schools and other
community organisations to build capacity
and reduce the skills gap needed to enable
ownership of green spaces and positive
contributions to partnerships.

Consultation
Consultation is invaluable in determining
leisure trends and in ensuring that green
spaces meet the individual needs of local
communities. Effective engagement of
communities in the planning, implementation
and management of green spaces is the
key to providing quality and sustainable
improvement.

8.6 Quality
Recent consultation shows that it is the quality,
rather than the quantity of green spaces that is
most important to the local community.

Action Statement F2
Carry out consultation with users and non
users and ensure feedback with all
communities to fairly determine their priority
needs.

Assessing Quality
The quality of green spaces has been
assessed and recorded through the audit and
mapping systems described in section 7.

Patterns of Use
Good information around patterns of use by
differing user groups is essential in order to
plan improvements to green spaces and to
service delivery.
Action Statement F3
Develop and promote systems to monitor
usage of green spaces.

Management practice should reflect a new
focus on quality, re-establishing levels of
excellence through the application of sector
best practice to meet specific local needs.

Quality will be assessed every two years by
qualified Knowsley Council Green Flag Award
judges to enable effective monitoring of
progress against adopted standards.
Improving Quality
For the implementation of the strategy to be
successful, improvements in the quality of
sites and public satisfaction need to be made.
Consultation has shown that public
satisfaction with parks is directly linked to
perceptions of safety, standards of cleanliness
and grounds maintenance and to the
attractiveness and variety of landscapes
provided. Addressing these issues areas will
be the key to improving satisfaction.
The proposed creation of a Parks Force in
Knowsley will seek to address qualitative
issues particularly around perceptions of
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safety, standards of cleanliness and grounds
maintenance and contribute to the
attractiveness and variety of landscapes
provided through the provision of dedicated
and skilled teams and park keepers charged
with delivering the cleansing, horticultural
and inspections schedules prepared for
green spaces.
Action Statement Q1
Invest in staff training to raise horticultural
management standards.
Action Statement Q2
Develop partnerships to enable the
development and/or commissioning of
countryside management expertise.
Action Statement Q3
Establish a Parks Force for key sites
consisting of a range of staff including
Horticultural Staff, Green Space Rangers,
Play Rangers and Police Community
Support Officers.
Action Statement Q4
Protect and enhance landscape character
and park heritage.
Action Statement Q5
Give priority to eliminating signs of neglect
and vandalism.
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8.7 Health
Green spaces have the potential to contribute
significantly to the improvement of both
physical and mental health.
Green spaces will be designed and
managed in order to emphasise their
contribution to tackling sedentary behaviour,
increasing physical activity, reducing obesity,
improving diet, relieving stress and improving
community cohesion.
Providing Green Spaces for Health
Dirty and dangerous places discourage
people from utilising the green space around
them. Whilst conversely safe and attractive
places encourage people of all ages and
backgrounds to get out and about in green
space. The provision of safe, attractive and
accessible spaces of all types will promote a
greater physical activity amongst the
communities of Knowsley.

Action Statement H3
Promote sustainable, nutritious food,
physical activity and mental well being
through the provision of allotments to
meet demand.
Providing Activity for Health
In addition to the provision of safe and
attractive sites, there are a wide range of
activities that take place in green spaces that
promote and encourage good health. A wide
range of partners currently deliver health
promotion activities in green spaces including
walks, cycling, sport and green gym activities.
These activities should be extended and new
activities further developed.
Action Statement H4
Work with NHS Knowsley and other partners
to increase the number of healthy living
initiatives in green spaces.

Action Statement H1
Work with local partners to create and
manage more quality spaces for physical
activity and mental well being.
Action Statement H2
Work in partnership to utilise and
develop green infrastructure, especially
green corridors to provide walking and
cycling routes.
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Part 4
Achieving standards for different
types of green space
The following sections describe each of the different types of
green space and the Knowsley quality and accessibility
standards for each type of green space. The key challenges
and action statements associated with achieving the
standards for each type of green space are also outlined.
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9.

Parks and Gardens

Parks and gardens include urban parks, formal
gardens and country parks that provide various
formal and informal recreation opportunities.
There are 16 parks and gardens in Knowsley.
Parks and gardens are sub divided into three
categories, Borough Parks, High Level Parks and
Local Parks.

facilities, outdoor sports provision and areas of
natural green space.

9.1 The Knowsley Standard for Parks
and Gardens

Local Parks and Gardens
Knowsley has three Local Parks and Gardens:
St Chad’s Park, Sawpit Park and Henley Park.
Local Parks do not contain formal recreational
facilities. However, they should specialise in
exhibiting excellence in diversity of planting or
formal horticulture and may contain non equipped
play spaces and community event space.

Quality Standard
Typology

Quality

Parks and Gardens

A welcoming, clean and litter
free one-stop facility providing a
wide range of leisure, recreational
and enriched play opportunities for
all ages, varied and well kept
vegetation, appropriate lighting and
ancillary accommodation (including
benches, bins and toilets) well
signposted to and within the site
appropriate to size and other local
conditions. The site should have
appropriate staff undertaking both
maintenance and community liaison
activity. Excellent quality sites will
meet the Green Flag Award
standard. Biodiversity interests
should also be protected and where
possible improved.

Borough Parks and Gardens
Knowsley has three Borough Parks: Stadt Moers
Park, Halewood Park and Court Hey Park.
Borough Parks are large in size, with the capacity to
provide a broad range of recreational facilities,
formal and informal activities and can contain other
types of green space, such as children and young
people’s facilities, outdoor sports provision and
areas of natural green space. Borough parks offer
a visitor experience different to that of a high level or
local park by also providing other attractions such
as specialist environment centres.
High Level/Facilities Parks and Gardens
Knowsley has ten High Level/Facilities Parks: Mill
Dam, Webster Park, Wignall Park, Knowsley Village
Recreation Ground, Alt Park, Jubilee Park, Bowring
Park, McGoldrick Park, Eaton Street Recreation
Ground and Hall Lane Park.

Accessibility Standard
Typology

Recommended distances

Parks and Gardens

1.2km

High Level Parks have the capacity to provide a
broad range of recreational facilities, formal and
informal activities and can contain other types of
green space such as children and young people’s
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9.2 Meeting Quality Standards for Parks and Gardens
Quality Scores
Park and Garden Typology

Community Area

Quality Score 2007

Rating

South Huyton

71

Excellent

Henley Park

Whiston

69

Sawpit Park

South Huyton

65

St Chad’s Gardens

South Kirkby

65

McGoldrick Park

South Huyton

64

Good

Halewood Park

Halewood

51

Fair

South Kirkby

51

Cronton

48

Knowsley Village

46

Prescot

46

Whiston/South Huyton

44

Webster Park

South Kirkby

44

Bowring Park

South Huyton

43

Jubilee Park

North Huyton

34

Mill Dam

North Kirkby

33

Alt Park

North Huyton

9

Court Hey Park

Wignall Park
Hall Lane Park
Knowsley Village Recreation Ground
Eaton Street Recreation Ground
Stadt Moers Park

Currently five of Knowsley’s parks and
gardens have management plans with another
four in development.

Very Poor

0-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+

Quality

Very Poor

Poor

Fair

Good

Excellent
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Management Plans
The production of a management plan
involves stakeholders in producing a vision
and objectives for each site along with an
individual action plan that guides
improvements and provides a tool for
monitoring.

Poor

Score

The quality of existing park and garden sites
ranges from very poor to excellent. Qualitative
deficiencies in the park and garden typology
have been identified within 11 of the
Borough’s 16 parks and gardens with 6 sites
obtaining a quality score of only poor or very
poor. Many of the quality issues relate to poor
infrastructure, dereliction and a lack of
facilities, such as children and young
people’s typology. However, in addition the
low quality of some sites is related to poor
community use, high levels of vandalism and
community safety.

Action Statement P1
Comprehensive management plans will be
written for all parks within Knowsley by
March 2010.
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Park

Existing
Plan
Quarter 1
09 / 10
Quarter 2
09 / 10
Quarter 3
09 / 10
Quarter 4
09 / 10

Schedule for the Production of Park and
Garden Management Plans

Alt Park

X

Bowring Park
Court Hey Park

X
X

Halewood Park

x

Hall Lane Park

x
X

Jubilee Park

X

Knowsley Village Rec.

x

Mill Dam Park

X

McGoldrick Park

X

St. Chad’s Gardens

X

Sawpit Park

X

Stadt Moers Park
Webster Park
Wignall Park
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Action Statement P2
Park staff will be provided on site in all
Borough Parks and priority High Level Parks
during peak daylight hours.

x

Eaton Street Rec.

Henley Park

Site Staffing
Perceptions of safety have been highlighted
through the consultation as fundamental to the
use, enjoyment and public satisfaction of
green spaces. A range of site staffing including
community volunteers supports communities
to take ownership of green spaces.

X
x

Achieving High Maintenance and
Horticultural Standards
High standards of ornamental planting have
disappeared from parks over recent decades
as pressure on budgets and systems of
procurement have necessitated a more cost
effective approach to grounds maintenance.
It is proposed to focus on highly visual and
attractive perennial planting schemes in high
level and local parks complemented at certain
locations by seasonal bedding displays.
A core skills gap has been identified in
horticultural skills across parks nationally.
This will need to be addressed in order to
provide the necessary skills to forward
horticultural excellence.

Action Statement P4
Training opportunities will be provided to
ensure that Parks and Gardens are
maintained by skilled environmental staff.
Targeting investment
Qualitative deficiencies in the park and
garden typology have been identified, with
eight of the Borough’s 16 parks only achieving
a quality banding score of poor or very poor.
Targeted investment including capital
refurbishment and on site staffing will be
provided to raise the minimum quality
score of all parks and gardens focussing
first on the very poor parks located in areas
of deprivation.
Action Statement P5
Raise the minimum quality score of all
parks and gardens to a good standard by
March 2014 focussing firstly on the three
lowest scoring parks Jubilee Park, Mill Dam
Park and Alt Park.

Action Statement P3
Provide highly visual perennial planting
schemes in key High Level Parks and
local parks.

x
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Meeting Accessibility and Quantitative
Standards for Parks and Gardens
Accessibility deficiencies in parks and gardens
typology have been identified in areas
throughout the Borough. Within most of these
areas over provision of the amenity green
space typology provides scope to upgrade
these spaces to create new parks and
gardens on existing sites. In some areas
where the overall quantity of green space is in
deficiency, recreational amenity green spaces
should still be upgraded to provide park
typology should there be a lack of accessibility
to this type of green space. In addition the
creation of a Borough Park for the Kirkby area
will provide a more equitable distribution of
this type of park.
Action Statement P6
Upgrading land at Tower Hill (subject to the
Tower Hill regeneration programme), Saxon
Green, St John’s Millennium Green, Field
Lane, Halewood Doorstep Green and the
Old Rough from amenity green space to
park and garden typology by March 2014 in
order to meet the accessibility standards for
parks and gardens.
Action Statement P7
Create a new Borough Park for the Kirkby
area through the development of
Mill Dam Park.
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10. Natural and Semi-Natural
Green Spaces
The natural and semi-natural green spaces contain
a number of different types of green space
including woodlands, grasslands, wetlands and
open and running water.
Of these sites Acornfield Plantation is designated as
a Local Nature Reserve. There are also several
areas designated as Sites of Special Scientific
Interest and Sites of Biological Interest. All of
these sites are afforded protection through
Planning Policies.
Many sites are primarily designated within the GIS
mapping system as natural and semi-natural
typology whilst other habitat areas exist within sites
primarily designated as other typology, for example
woodland sites within areas designated primarily as
park and garden typology. These habitat areas
shall be mapped to encourage further
understanding and more appropriate management
of natural spaces.

10.1 The Knowsley Standard for Natural and
Semi Natural Green Spaces
Unlike most types of green space no formal
quantity, quality and accessibility standards
were adopted for natural and semi-natural
green spaces. This was because overall
standards for the quantities of green spaces
were already high and because the Borough is
surrounded by countryside. However, many
residents have little or no access to these
areas with arable farmland not generally
accessible.
A suggested standard of 1.2 hectares per
1,000 population and an accessibility standard
of 1.2 km were referenced within the Open
Space, Recreation and Sports Needs
assessment. In addition, the Natural England
(the statutory body that champions the
conservation and enhancement of the wildlife
and natural features of England) Accessible
Natural Green Space Standard (ANGST)
model promotes that no person should live
more than 300m from their nearest area of
natural green space of at least 2 hectares in
size. Following consideration of the issues
associated with standards for natural and semi
natural green spaces, informal accessibility
and quantity standards will be used and are
outlined in the following sections. An informal
quantity standard of 1.2 hectares per 1,000
population will also be utilised, however this
will take into account the multi-functional use
of green space.
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Quality Standard

10.2 Meeting Quality Standards for Natural and Semi Natural Green Space

Typology

Quality

Natural and Semi-Natural Typology

Community Area

Quality Score 2007

Rating

Natural and
Semi-Natural

A clean and litter free site with
natural features and habitat that
encourage wildlife conservation,
biodiversity and environmental
education and awareness as well as
informal recreation and play where
appropriate. Excellent quality sites
will meet the Green Flag Award
standard.

Millbrook Park Millennium Green

South Kirkby

66

Excellent

Carr Lane
Huyton Wetland

Prescot
South Huyton

54
48

Fair

Mercers Dell
Charlottes Pagsy
Woolfall Heath Meadow
Huyton Leisure Centre

North Kirkby
North Kirkby
North Huyton
South Huyton

43
37
36
36

Poor

Accessibility Standard

38

Typology

Recommended distances

Natural and
Semi-Natural

800m

Score

0-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+

Quality

Very Poor

Poor

Fair

Good

Excellent
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It should be noted that many woodland
compartments are contained within other types
of green space and form part of that space’s
quality score.

Natural and Semi-Natural Typology

Community Area

Quality Score 2007

Rating

Court Farm
Dumbrees Wood
Pinfold Wood

Halewood
Knowsley Village
Knowsley Village

58
58
56

Good

Shop Road Wood
Syders Grove
Little Wood
Homer Wood
Howard’s Pit
Ten Acre Pits
Little Wood Lodge
Penny Wood
Clint East Wood
Meakins Pits

Knowsley Village
Knowsley Village
Knowsley Village
Knowsley Village
Knowsley Village
South Huyton
Knowsley Village
Whiston
Knowsley Village
Knowsley Village

55
55
55
55
54
54
51
47
46
46

Fair

Church Road Wood
The Sanctuary
Copthorne Walk
Finch Wood
Bluebell Wood
Acornfield
Spring Wood
Oak Plantation

Halewood
Knowsley Village
South Kirkby
Halewood
South Kirkby
North Kirkby
South Huyton
North Huyton

43
43
42
42
41
38
37
37

Poor

Halewood
South Huyton
South Kirkby

35
32
31

Very Poor

New Hutte Wood
Rabbit Wood
Field Lane Woodland

Action Statement N1
Develop partnerships to enable the
development and/or commissioning of
countryside management expertise.
Action Statement N2
Managing for biodiversity will form part of
contract schedules.

Score

0-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+

Quality

Very Poor

Poor

Fair

Good

Excellent
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Management and Maintenance
Management and maintenance contracts play
a pivotal role in shaping the feel, look and
biodiversity value of urban green space.
The key to success is building on the
knowledge and skills base within the Borough
and ensuring that managing for biodiversity is
integral to the contract process.

Action Statement N3
Currently only one of Knowsley’s natural and
semi-natural sites has a management plan.
Comprehensive management plans will be
written for all significant natural spaces by
March 2011.
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Existing
Plan
Quarter 1
10 / 11
Quarter 2
10 / 11
Quarter 3
10 / 11
Quarter 4
10 / 11

Significant Natural and
Semi-Natural Space
Carr Lane

x

Charlotte’s Pagsy

x

Huyton Leisure Centre

x

Huyton Wetland

x

Mercers Dell

x

Millbrook Park
Millennium Green

10.3 Meeting Accessibility Standards for Natural
and Semi Natural Green Space

x

A significant proportion of the Borough’s
natural green spaces are woodland areas.
Many of these woodlands were planted over
the past 20 years as part of woodland planting
grant schemes but have lacked subsequent
management. Partnership with the Mersey
Forest enables significant expertise in the
management of the woodland resource to be
utilised allowing progress to be made towards
Woodland Certification.
Action Statement N4
Woodland Certification will be achieved for
the Borough by March 2010 through the
production and delivery of management
plans for each woodland site and the
establishment of desired procedures for
woodland management.

40

Part 4 - Achieving standards for different types of green space

Action Statement N5
Establish audit and mapping of habitats
within other typologies of green space to
monitor access to nature.
Action Statement N6
Create new habitats for wildlife to remedy
areas in shortfall of natural and semi natural
green spaces.
Action Statement N7
Promote access to countryside areas
through designated footpaths and
bridleways.

11. Amenity Green Spaces
Amenity green space is most commonly found in
housing areas. It includes informal recreational
spaces with a primary purpose of providing
opportunities for informal recreation near to home
whilst enhancing the appearance of residential areas.
Amenity green space holds the largest number of
mapped sites. However, many of these spaces are
extremely small with a shape that provides little
functional usage and have often been left over from
developments with little thought to how they fit into
the neighbourhood. In order to guide the
management of amenity space policies they have
been divided into those that are considered to
possess a size, character or recreational function to
determine use as public open space and those that
do not. This initial assessment of amenity green
space will be furthered through the Housing and
Employment Land Availability Study.
Amenity spaces considered to provide a size,
character or recreational function to determine use
as public open space are usually over 0.5 hectares
with a suitable shape and appropriate layout to other
land use e.g. housing. There are 49 of these
recreational amenity spaces.
Amenity spaces considered not to provide a size,
character or recreational function to determine use
as public open space are usually under 0.5 hectares
with an unsuitable shape and inappropriate layout to
other land use e.g. housing. There are 39 of these
non recreational amenity spaces.
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11.1 The Knowsley Standards for Amenity Green
Space
Quality Standard
Typology

Quality

Amenity
Green Space

A clean and well maintained
green space site with well kept
grass, easily accessible and big
enough to encourage informal play.
Sites should have benches and bins
and landscaping in the right places
to provide a spacious outlook and
overall enhance the appearance of
the local environment. Biodiversity
interests should also be protected
and where possible improved.

Accessibility Standard
Typology

Recommended distances

Amenity
Green Space

800m
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Action Statement A3
Make improvements in low value or problem
amenity space to allow for safe informal use.

11.2 Meeting Quality Standards for Amenity
Green Space
Improving Grounds Maintenance
Grounds maintenance is a key factor in
improving the quality of amenity green spaces.
Standards of cleanliness, eliminating signs of
neglect and vandalism and providing cost
effective landscape variety will be key to
improving satisfaction.
Action Statement A1
Improve grounds maintenance on these
sites by focussing on core activities of grass
cutting, litter, fly-tipping and dog fouling.
Action Statement A2
Improve biodiversity and visual amenity
through the planting of wildflowers in
suitable locations.
Improving Use and Discouraging
Anti-social Behaviour
Many amenity green spaces suffer from higher
levels of anti-social behaviour often because
of inappropriate size and layout but also
because of their lack of regular positive use.
This situation is often made worse where
residential property backs on to low value
amenity space and perceptions of safety are
extremely low. In addition to grounds
improvements, focus on improving the
informal value of these sites and providing
protection measures to adjacent property
is needed.

Action Statement A4
Improve protection of adjacent housing
through appropriate defensive planting and
differential mowing regimes.

11.3 Meeting Accessibility Standards for Amenity
Green Space
Where there is an over provision of
recreational amenity space, some of these
areas provide opportunities for upgrade and
re-designation to address the quantity and
accessibility deficits in other typologies.
In some areas where the over all quantity of
green space is in deficiency, recreational
amenity green spaces should still be
upgraded to provide park and children and
young people’s typology if those typologies
are also deficient.
Action Statement A5
The quantitative and accessibility of parks
will be improved by upgrading amenity
spaces at Tower Hill (subject to the Tower Hill
regeneration programme), Saxon Way,
St John’s Millennium Green, Field Lane,
Halewood Doorstep Green and the Old
Rough from amenity green space to park
and garden typology by March 2014 and
children and young peoples typology by
March 2011.
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Where there is an over provision or under
provision of non recreational amenity space,
suitable spaces should be considered for
more appropriate green space typologies
e.g. allotments. Where there is an over
provision of non recreational amenity space,
suitable spaces should be considered for
alternative land use e.g. built development.
Action Statement A6
Actively seek alternative uses such as built
development or allotment uses for non
recreational amenity space where
appropriate.

12. Children and Young People’s
Facilities

12.1 The Knowsley Standards for Children and
Young People’s Facilities

This type of open space includes equipped play
areas (for all age groups), multi use games areas
(MUGAs) and skate parks with a primary purpose to
provide opportunities for play and social interaction
involving children and young people. It is
recognised that the typology incorporates a mix of
provision for different age groups and therefore the
audit of green spaces has been further developed
to identify children’s play spaces and young
people’s facilities as different groupings of the
same typology.

Quality Standard

There are 25 fixed children’s playgrounds and five
young people’s facilities within Knowsley’s green
spaces. It should be noted that other children and
young people’s facilities are located within other
locations such as Children’s Centres and
Community Centres. Whilst full accessibility to
these sites is not always provided, a common
sense approach should be used regarding when
assessing the need for further facilities within
these areas.
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Typology

Quality

Children and
Young People

A site providing a mix of well
maintained formal equipment or
enriched play environment in a safe
and secure location close to housing
that includes clean, litter and dog
free areas for more informal play and
seating for adults. The site should
have appropriate staff undertaking
both maintenance and community
liaison activity.

Accessibility Standard
Typology

Recommended distances

Children and
Young People

800m
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12.2 Meeting Quality Standards for Children’s Play Spaces and Young People’s Facilities
Play Space

Court Hey Playground
Halewood Leisure Centre MUGA
Pingwood MUGA
KGV (Huyton) Playground Stepping Stones to Sport
McGoldrick Park MUGA
KGV (Huyton)
Playground and dynamic structures
Whitestone MUGA
The Croft Playground
Pingwood Play Area
McGoldrick Park
Copthorne Playground
Wignall Park Playground
Eaton Street Playground
Wood Road Playground
Hollies Rec. Playground
Stadt Moers Park Playground
Webster Park Playground
Bryer Road Playground
Foxshaw Close Playground
Wignall Park Skatepark
Hall Lane Playground
Arncliffe Playground
KGV (Prescot) Playground
Knowsley Village Rec. Playground
Mill Dam Playground
Mill Lane Playground
Alt Park Playground

Community Area

Quality Score 2007

Rating

South Huyton
Halewood
North Kirkby
North Huyton

68
67
66
66

Excellent

South Huyton
North Huyton

66
63

Whiston
North Huyton
North Kirkby
South Huyton
North Kirkby
South Kirkby
Prescot
Halewood
Halewood
South Huyton
South Kirkby
Whiston
Whiston
South Kirkby
Cronton
Halewood
Prescot
Knowsley Village
North Kirkby
Knowsley Village
North Huyton

62
56
55
55
54
53
48
48
47
47
47
46
46
46
45
36
36
32
31
31
20

Good

• are provided with opportunities which are
free to access

Fair

• are free to come and go
• are free to do what they want when they
are there
Traditionally facilities for children and young
people have been based on the provision of
fixed play equipment in designated spaces.
However, new focus will be placed on the
design and management of play spaces that
broadens this remit.

Poor
Very Poor

Score

0-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+

Quality

Very Poor

Poor

Fair

Good

Excellent
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Design, Management and Maintenance
In addition to the information regarding the
standards for play provision, the Knowsley
Play Strategy, ‘Play Now Play Knowsley’
contains policies based on the Children’s Play
Council’s seven ‘Best Play’ objectives and the
premise set down by the Children’s Play
Council. This states that wherever they live or
spend the majority of their free time, children
and young people should have access to
spaces for play and informal recreation which
pass the ‘3 free’ tests where children:

Play Now Play Knowsley contains the following
action statements which will be used in the
creation and development of new facilities for
children and young people:
• Play spaces will be challenging, inspiring
and stimulating whilst achieving a balance
between the risk element and play benefit.
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• Supported play should be encouraged that
involves a range of staffing and volunteer
opportunities.

Targeted investment including capital
refurbishment and on site staffing will be
provided to raise the minimum quality score of
all children’s play spaces to a good or
excellent standard by 2010.

• Play spaces need to be attractive
welcoming, clean and safe.
• Over reliance on fixed play equipment will
be replaced by varied, multi-sensory,
flexible and resilient natural spaces that
open up potential for more imaginative play.
• Play environments should be attractive,
enjoyable and stimulating for all of
Knowsley’s children and young people
regardless of their age, abilities, gender or
background.
• The development of play spaces should be
participatory with the inclusion of children,
young people and their families or carers.
Further information on each of these policies is
provided in the Play Strategy.
Action Statement CY1
New and existing play spaces for both
children and young people will be designed
and managed using the key policies set out
within Knowsley’s Play Strategy, ‘Play Now
Play Knowsley’.
Qualitative deficiencies in children’s play
spaces have been identified throughout the
Borough with 16 of the Borough’s 25
children’s play spaces only achieving a quality
banding score of poor or very poor.
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For example scores for existing play spaces
are already beginning to improve with the
delivery of new and refurbished play spaces
as part of the Play Pathfinder programme.
The table below shows the quality scores for
play spaces in 2009.

Action Statement CY2
Raise the minimum quality score of all
children’s play spaces to a good standard by
March 2010.
Play Space

Community Area

Quality Score 2007

Rating

Halewood Park
Henley Park
Halewood Doorstep Green
Old Rough
Eaton Street
St John’s Millennium Green
Court Hey Playground
Wood Road Playground
Hollies Rec. Playground
Frensham Park
Foxshaw Close Playground
Hall Lane Playground
Knowsley Village Rec. Playground
Roby Playground
Halewood Leisure Centre MUGA
Pingwood MUGA
KGV (Huyton) Playground Stepping Stones to Sport
McGoldrick Park MUGA

Halewood
Whiston
Halewood
North Kirkby
Prescot
South Huyton
South Huyton
Halewood
Halewood
Halewood
Whiston
Cronton
Knowsley Village
South Huyton
Halewood
North Kirkby
North Huyton

74
71
70
69
68
68
68
68
68
68
68
68
68
67
67
66
66

Excellent

South Huyton

66
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Play Space

Community Area

Quality Score 2007

Rating

Pingwood Play Area

North Kirkby

61

Good

KGV (Huyton)
Playground and dynamic structures

North Huyton

57

Copthorne Playground

North Kirkby

53

Wignall Park Playground

South Kirkby

53

Stadt Moers Park Playground

South Huyton

47

Webster Park Playground

South Kirkby

47

Bryer Road Playground

Whiston

46

Wignall Park Skatepark

South Kirkby

46

Halewood

36

Prescot

36

Mill Dam Playground

North Kirkby

31

Mill Lane Playground

Knowsley Village

31

Arncliffe Playground
KGV (Prescot) Playground

Fair

Poor

Very Poor

Score

0-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+

Quality

Very Poor

Poor

Fair

Good

Excellent

12.3 Meeting Accessibility Standards for Children’s
Play Spaces and Young People’s Facilities
Accessibility deficiencies in children’s play
spaces have been identified in areas
throughout the Borough. Within most of these
areas provision of other typologies of green
space provides scope to make available
children’s spaces within these existing sites.
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Meeting Standards for Young People’s
Play Spaces
Accessibility deficiencies in young people’s
play spaces have been identified in many
areas throughout the Borough with most play
spaces falling into the children’s category.
Within most areas provision of other typologies
of green space provides scope to make
available young people’s play spaces within
these existing sites and/or to extend provision
of existing play spaces to include landscapes
and equipment for the older age range.
Action Statement CY4
The accessibility of young people’s play
spaces will be improved by targeting
resources to provide new play spaces for all
age groups at Halewood Doorstep Green,
Old Rough, Tower Hill (subject to the Tower
Hill regeneration programme), Field Lane,
Stockbridge Village, St John’s Millennium
Green, Jubilee Park, Bowring Park, Lickers
Lane, and Halewood Park by March 2010.

Action Statement CY3
The accessibility of children’s play spaces
will be improved by providing new play
spaces at Halewood Doorstep Green,
Old Rough, Saxon Green, Tower Hill,
Field Lane, Stockbridge Village, St John’s
Millennium Green, Jubilee Park, Bowring
Park, Lickers Lane, Henley Park and
Halewood Park by March 2010.
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13. Outdoor Sports Provision
This type of open space includes natural or artificial
surfaces including playing pitches, bowling greens
and golf courses with the primary purpose of
participation in outdoor sports. The audit and GIS
mapping identifies sites with the primary purpose of
providing outdoor sports provision and some other
areas of sports provision contained within other
green space typologies, for example bowling greens
within parks. In addition sports areas accounted for
by school playing fields are identified separately but
also form part of outdoor sports provision.
13.1 The Knowsley Standards for
Outdoor Sports Provision
Quality Standard
Typology

Quality

Outdoor Sport

A well planned, clean, litter and dog
fouling free sports facility site with
level and well drained good quality
surfaces, appropriate good quality
ancillary accommodation including
changing accommodation, toilets
and car parking facilities. The site
should have appropriate staff
undertaking both maintenance and
community liaison activity. Excellent
quality sites will meet the Green Flag
Award standard.

Accessibility Standard

46

Typology

Recommended distances

Outdoor Sport

6km

13.2 Meeting Quality Standards for Outdoor Sports Provision
Play Space

Community Area

Quality Score 2007

Rating

KGV (Huyton) Playing Fields
Halewood Leisure Centre

North Huyton
Halewood

67
66

Excellent

KGV (Huyton) Bowling Greens
Lord Derby’s Playing Fields
Arncliffe Sports Ground
Court Hey Park Cricket Pitch
Court Hey Park Bowling Greens
Broad Lane Playing Fields
Bowring Park Golf Course
McGoldrick Bowling Green

North Huyton
North Huyton
Halewood
South Huyton
South Huyton
South Kirkby
South Huyton
South Huyton

65
60
60
59
59
57
57
57

Good

South Huyton
Knowsley Village
North Huyton
Whiston

49
48
48
46

Fair

Two Butt Lane Playing Fields
Frederick Lunt Playing Fields
Eaton Street Bowling Green

Whiston,
Halewood
Prescot

42
42
40

Poor

KGV (Prescot) Playing Fields
Jubilee Park Bowling Green

Prescot
North Huyton

34
25

Very Poor

Roby Playing Fields
Mill Lane Recreation Ground
Pool Hey Playing Fields
Windy Arbour Road Playing Fields

Score

0-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+

Quality

Very Poor

Poor

Fair

Good

Excellent
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Improving the Quality of Pitches and
Associated Facilities
There are 20 identified outdoor sports areas
within public open space identified from the
audit and GIS mapping. Of these sites many
contain more than one facility for example
King George V Playing Fields which contains
several grassed playing pitches, synthetic
pitches and bowling greens. Eleven of these
sites have a quality banding score of excellent
or good, however five have a quality banding
score of poor or very poor.
Grassed playing pitch sites with a quality
banding score of poor or very poor suffer from
poor pitch quality and a lack of ancillary
facilities, such as changing facilities and
toilets.
Action Statement 01
Work in partnership to improve the
experience and carrying capacity of playing
pitches by enhanced ancillary facilities and
pitch quality.
Bowling greens with a quality banding score of
poor or very poor suffer from inappropriate
use that discourages play at the sites.
Action Statement 02
Work to secure bowling greens and
encourage participation through taster
sessions.

GREEN SPACE STRATEGY 2010-2014

13.3 Meeting Accessibility Standards for Outdoor
Sports Provision
Outdoor sports provision is made up of both
public open space and school playing field
provision. Provision of sports areas within
public open space must be understood within
this wider context to ensure that it
complements other provision and provides an
even spread of facilities throughout the
Borough. The formulation of community
access and dual use arrangements at schools
sites, especially Knowsley’s new learning
centres, will form a basis for assessing the
true provision and any deficiencies in this
provision, before quantitative and accessibility
policies are put in place.
Action Statement 03
Work in partnership to ascertain the true
provision of accessible outdoor sports areas
across the Borough and use this date to
inform further policy for provision.

14. Allotments
Allotments have the primary purpose of providing
opportunities to grow nutritious food cheaply.
However, allotments also provide a number of
other benefits including social activity, mental well
being, physical exercise, healthy eating and
educational value.
Knowsley has nine allotment sites throughout
Knowsley.
14.1 The Knowsley Standards for Allotments
Quality Standard
Typology

Quality

Allotments

A clean and well kept site that
encourages healthy living, education
and biodiversity with appropriate
ancillary facilities, clearly marked
pathways and level allotment plots
with good drainage. The site should
benefit from appropriate lighting and
security.

Accessibility Standard
Typology

Recommended distances

Allotments

1.6km
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14.2 Meeting Quality Standards for Allotments
Play Space

Community Area

Quality Score 2007

Rating

Cuper Crescent
Roughwood Drive

North Huyton
North Kirkby

66
66

Excellent

Glendevon

South Huyton

63

Good

Molyneaux Drive
Holland Road
Bowring Park
Stadt Moers
Quernmore

Whiston
Halewood
South Huyton
South Huyton
North Kirkby

53
48
48
48
48

Fair

Delaware Crescent

South Kirkby

34

Very Poor

48

Action Statement AL1
Create new allotment sites in areas of
deficiency by utilising areas of non
recreational amenity green space focussing
on sites in North Huyton and Prescot.

Score

0-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+

Quality

Very Poor

Poor

Fair

Good

Excellent

The quality of existing allotment sites ranges
from very poor to excellent. Qualitative
deficiencies in the allotment typology have
been identified within six of the Borough’s nine
allotments. Many of the quality issues relate to
poor security of sites, poor drainage and
infrastructure and low provision in ancillary
facilities, such as toilets. A draft Allotment
Strategy is available that highlights
improvements for allotment provision.
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14.3 Meeting Accessibility Standards for Allotments
Whilst general distribution of allotments
throughout Knowsley is good, there are
particular deficiencies in accessibility within
areas of North Huyton and Prescot.
Deficiencies are heightened by current
capacity issues with allotment plots currently
being in demand on most sites leading to long
waiting lists.

Action Statement AL1
Raise the minimum quality score of all
allotments to a good standard by 2013/14.
Action Statement AL2
Revise and adopt the draft Allotment
Strategy as a sub strategy of the Green
Space Strategy by March 2010.

Action Statement AL2
Reduce allotment waiting times through new
provision including extension of existing
allotments where space allows.

15. Green Corridors
Green corridors are major elements of green
infrastructure and provide mainly linear routes for
sustainable forms of transport whether for leisure
use or essential journeys. They also play an
important role in supporting wildlife in the wider
environment by linking habitats and helping species
move from one area to another.
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Knowsley has four existing linear green corridors:
• The Alt Corridor - stretching from Huyton
Village through South Alt Park, Alt Park, Alt
Meadow and into Stockbridge Village
• The Valley Corridor - stretching through Valley
Meadow, St Chad’s Park, Millbrook Park
Millennium Green and Mill Dam
• The Whiston to Cronton Corridor - stretching
through Cronton, Stadt Moers Park and the
Whiston Greenway
• The Trans Pennine Trail - stretching through
Halewood Park and linking into the National
Cycle Network

15.1 Knowsley Standards for Green Corridors
There are no formally adopted quantity, quality
and accessibility standards for this typology of
green space. Corridor routes are primarily
designated as other types of green space such
as park, amenity or natural and semi-natural
green spaces. The audit and mapping of
green spaces indicates this multiple use of
green spaces to identify where green spaces
form part of the corridor network in order to
provide extra protection to these green spaces.
Action Statement G1
Green spaces that form part of green
corridors will be provided protection
from development in order to sustain
the links created.
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15.2 Quality of Green Corridors
Promoting Use
Green Corridors can offer cyclists and
pedestrians safe routes away from traffic.
Improvements to these routes are essential in
order to encourage maximum use. Close
working relationships will continue to be
developed with transport, Public Rights of Way
services and neighbouring authorities to
enhance the provision and use of green
corridor routes.
Action Statement G2
Appropriate cycle and walkways will be
made available on all identified green
corridor routes by 2014 beginning with the
Alt Corridor as part of the New Deal for
Communities Regeneration and the
Whiston to Cronton Corridor as part of the
Connect 2 project.
Action Statement G3
Develop a common map base of routes that
will provide route information for users.
Management and Maintenance
Safety is essential to the use of green corridor
routes. Improvement plans must balance the
importance of these routes against the need to
protect green space users by preventing
unauthorised vehicle access. In addition,
appropriate landscaping and maintenance
must be used to ensure that routes are safe
and attractive places to use.

Action Statement G4
Appropriate landscaping and management
practice will be developed on green corridor
routes to ensure they are both safe and
attractive to users.

16 Cemeteries and Churchyards
Cemeteries and churchyards make an important
contribution to the environment and the local
community and are often important in defining
character, local history and aesthetic appearance of
an area. Cemeteries contribute to informal
recreational green space, particularly in areas of
overall deficiency and many churchyards
(particularly closed churchyards) provide excellent
opportunities to promote biodiversity.
16.1 Knowsley Standards for Cemeteries and
Churchyards
There are no adopted standards for the
quantity and accessibility provision of
cemeteries and churchyards. However
Knowsley Cemetery has a management plan
that focuses on the Green Flag Award criteria
and the Charter for the Bereaved.
A separate review of cemetery and churchyard
provision is planned and further policies will be
developed through this review.
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Part 5
Implementation and monitoring
17. Implementation
17.1 Achieving Standards
In order to achieve the vision and objectives of
the Green Space Strategy focus will be placed
on achieving the quality and accessibility
standards for each different type of green
space. Area action plans will be developed
that set out key priorities for each area and
can be taken forward utilising both Borough
wide initiatives and individual local
neighbourhood management approaches.
Action Statement I1
Produce area action plans to address
deficiencies in standards at a local level.
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17.2 Funding
To deliver a quality green space network will
require financial support. Cost modelling of
the capital investment is required to enable
the delivery of the Green Space Strategy.
The value of Knowsley’s green spaces is such
that there will, in all probability, always be
opportunities for substantial external funding.
However, not only do these income streams
require a degree of staff resources in preparation
of submissions, if successful grant aid invariably
brings demand for an element of corporate
match funding and, more significantly provision
for long term commitment, essential to ensure
grant aided improvement is sustained.
Estimated capital spend is detailed in the table
below, and year 1 is subject to finalising the
2010/11 budget cycle.
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Summary of indicative draft Green Space Strategy financial implications (Capital Spend)

Council

Total

Unsecured
External

Secured
Council

Total

External

Budget
Pressure

Total

External

Budget
Pressure

Total

External

Budget
Pressure

13 / 14
Unsecured Funding

External

12 / 13
Unsecured Funding

Total

11 / 12
Unsecured Funding

Council

10 / 11
Unsecured vs
Secured Funding

External

09 / 10
Secured Funding

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

£m

Green Flag and
new Green Flag

NA

0.641

0.222

0.419

0.468

0.418

0.050

0.351

0.331

0.020

0.274

0.214

0.060

0.080

0.040

0.040

0.001

0.001

0

Parks and Gardens

NA

0.110

0.110

0

1.09

0.985

0.105

1.281

0.656

0.625

0.310

0.270

0.040

0.220

0.200

0.020

0

0

0

Allotments

NA

0

0

0

0

£0

0

0.014

0.014

0.000

0.075

0.018

0.057

0.069

0.010

0.059

0.020

0.020

0

Amenity Green
Spaces to Park

NA

0.315

0.315

0

0.233

0.203

0.030

0.031

0.031

0

0.006

0.006

0

0.006

0.006

0

0.600

0.600

0

Children and
Young People

NA

0

0

0

0.006

£0

0.006

0

0

0

0.096

0

0.096

0.056

0

0.056

0

0

0

New play sites

NA

0.255

0.255

0

0.655

0.655

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1.321

0.902

0.419

2.452

2.261

0.191

1.677

1.032

0.645

0.761

0.508

0.253

0.431

0.256

0.175

0.621

0.621

0

TOTAL
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08 / 09
Secured Delivered

Total

Typology

Quality
Score

Costs of landscape maintenance will be determined
through further development of the Council’s CONFIRM
Environmental Asset Management System. This will
enable the cost differential between current and desired
standards to be established.

Action Statement I2
Produce a Strategic Options and Cost Model
to ascertain exact capital investment required
to deliver the identified improvements.

The Green Space Strategy provides a needs driven
approach to securing additional capital and revenue
funding. New sources of funding should be fully explored
to enable the delivery of identified improvements.

Action Statement I3
Develop the CONFIRM Environmental Asset
Management System to ascertain the
revenue investment required to deliver the
Green Space Strategy.
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Action Statement I4
Fully explore options for funding both the
capital and revenue improvements required
to deliver the Green Space Strategy.
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18. Monitoring and Review
Monitoring of the success of the Green Space
Strategy will take place through the assessment of
provision against the adopted standards of quality,
accessibility and quantity.
18.1 Monitoring Quality
The quality of each green space within the
scope of the Green Space Strategy will be
scored every two years (2007, 2009, 2011 etc).
Details of the scores will be contained within
the Geographical Information System and
compared to previous scores to assess
progress.

18.2 Monitoring of Accessibility
The distance residents need to travel to
access different types of green space will be
assessed on an annual basis and compared
to previous distances to assess progress.
Priority has been given to achieving
accessibility to parks and gardens and
children and young people’s facilities. In the
main it is envisaged that this will be achieved
by changing amenity green spaces to these
types of green space.
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18.3 Monitoring of Quantity
The amount of each different type of green
space will be assessed every two years and
compared to the previous amount to assess
progress. Priority has been given to achieving
the quantities of parks and gardens and
children and young people’s facilities. In the
main it is envisaged that this will be achieved
by changing amenity green spaces to these
types of green space. Therefore overall
quantities of green space may not significantly
increase.

18.4 Additional Performance Monitoring
A set of existing performance indicators are
currently used to monitor service delivery.
These performance indicators will continue to
be collected, monitored and assessed in
relation to the key objectives and action
statements within the strategy.

Part 5 - Implementation and monitoring
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NI

56

Indicator

Role of green space

1

% of people who believe people from
different backgrounds get on well
together in their local area

Green spaces are open to all, regardless of ethnic origin, age,
gender and ability. Green spaces provide a focal point for
members of a community to come together and interact in a
positive and enjoyable way. Green spaces shape the cultural
identity of an area, are part of its unique character and
provide a sense of place for local communities. Events held
within green spaces play a major part in consolidating a
community’s heritage.

2

% of people who feel that they belong to
their neighbourhood

Green spaces are often elements of continuity, staying
substantially the same when all around the urban scene can
change rapidly. Green spaces increase opportunities for people
to be engaged in the planning, delivery and evaluation of
services.

3

Civic participation in the local area

Green spaces are open to all, regardless of ethnic origin, age,
gender and ability. Green spaces provide a focal point for
members of a community to come together and interact in a
positive and enjoyable way. Green spaces shape the cultural
identity of an area, are part of its unique character and
provide a sense of place for local communities. Events held
within green spaces play a major part in consolidating a
community’s heritage.

4

% of people who feel they can influence
decisions in their locality

Green spaces provide numerous opportunities for
consultation and participation.

5

Overall/general satisfaction with local
area

Green spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.

6

Participation in regular volunteering

Green spaces provide numerous opportunities for
consultation and participation.

7

Environment for a thriving third sector

Green spaces increase opportunities for people to be
engaged in the planning, delivery and evaluation of services.

Appendix B1 - Local Area Agreement: Indicators and green spaces

Green space statistics
Over 70% of people claim to visit green spaces
frequently.

Around 85% of people feel that the quality of public
space has a direct impact on their lives.
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NI

Indicator

8

Adult participation in sport

There are a great number of sporting activities provided by
parks. Participation in sport is often club based but can also
be informal and casual.
Green spaces provide venues for numerous cultural and arts
based events and activities.

11

Engagement in the arts

Green spaces provide venues for numerous cultural and arts
based events and activities.

17

Perceptions of anti social behaviour

Green spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.

21

Dealing with local concerns about
anti-social behaviour and crime by the
local Council and police

Green spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.

22

Perceptions of parents taking
responsibility for the behaviour of their
children in the area

Green spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.

23

Perceptions that people in the area
treat one another with respect and
dignity

Green spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.

24

Satisfaction with the way the police and
local Council dealt with anti-social
behaviour

Green spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.

25

Satisfaction of different groups with the
way the police and local Council dealt
with anti-social behaviour

Green spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.

27

Understanding of local concerns about
anti-social behaviour and crime by the
local Council and police

Green spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.
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Role of green space

Green space statistics
Of adults that regularly take part in sport, 23% take part
in parks.
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NI

58

Indicator

Role of green space

33

Arson incidents

Green spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.

38

Drug-related (Class A) offending rates

Green spaces can provide a range of events and diversionary
activities.

39

Alcohol-harm related hospital admission
rates

Green spaces can provide a range of events and diversionary
activities.

41

Perceptions of drunk or rowdy behaviour
as a problem

Green spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.

47

People killed or seriously injured in road
traffic accidents

Carefully planned networks of footpaths and cycle routes that
extensively utilise parks and green spaces can greatly reduce
an urban population’s dependency on private cars.

48

Children killed or seriously injured in road
traffic accidents

Carefully planned networks of footpaths and cycle routes that
extensively utilise parks and green spaces can greatly reduce
an urban population’s dependency on private cars.

50

Emotional health of children

Simply viewing nature can produce significant recovery or
restoration from stress within three to five minutes. There is a
significant positive relationship between reported well being
and the level of access to green space.

54

Service for disabled children

Being outdoors is the most powerful correlate of physical
activity in pre school children. Children’s activity levels are
also associated with the number of play spaces near their
homes and the amount of time children use those play spaces.

55

Obesity among primary school age children
in Reception Year

Being outdoors is the most powerful correlate of physical
activity in pre school children. Children’s activity levels are also
associated with the number of play spaces near their homes
and the amount of time children use those play spaces.
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NI

Indicator

Role of green space

Green space statistics

56

Obesity among primary school age children
in Year 6

Being outdoors is the most powerful correlate of physical
activity in pre school children. Children’s activity levels are also
associated with the number of play spaces near their homes
and the amount of time children use those play spaces.

57

Children and young people’s participation
in high-quality PE and sport

Being outdoors is the most powerful correlate of physical
activity in pre school children. Children’s activity levels are also
associated with the number of play spaces near their homes
and the amount of time children use those play spaces.

58

Emotional and behavioural health of
children in care

Simply viewing nature can produce significant recovery or
restoration from stress within three to five minutes. There is a
significant positive relationship between reported well being
and the level of access to green space.

72

Achievement of at least 78 points across
the Early Years Foundation Stage with at
least six in each of the scales in Personal
Social and Emotional Development and
Communication, Language and Literacy

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

73

Achievement at level 4 or above in English
and Maths at Key Stage 2

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

74

Achievement at level 5 or above in English
and Maths at Key Stage 3

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

75

Achievement of 5 or more A*-C grades at
GCSE or equivalent including English and
Maths

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

76

Achievement at level 4 or above in English
and Maths at KS2

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.
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Of the top ten participation sports, 60% are activities that
typically take place in parks

Appendix B1 - Local Area Agreement: Indicators and green spaces

59

NI

60

Indicator

Role of green space

77

Achievement at level 5 or above in both
English and Maths at KS3

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

78

Achievement of 5 or more A*-C grades at
GCSE and equivalent including GCSEs in
English and Maths

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

79

Achievement of a Level 2 qualification by
the age of 19

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

80

Achievement of a Level 3 qualification by
the age of 19

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

81

Inequality gap in the achievement of a
Level 3 qualification by the age of 19

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

82

Inequality gap in the achievement of a
Level 2 qualification by the age of 19

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

83

Achievement at level 5 or above in
Science at Key Stage 3

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

84

Achievement of 2 or more A*-C grades in
Science GCSEs or equivalent

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.

85

Post 16 participation in physical sciences

Green spaces provide schools with a living, breathing, fully
interactive and continually changing outdoor classroom as a
resource to support a variety of curriculum activities.
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NI

Indicator

Role of green space

Green space statistics

Make a Positive Contribution
110

Young people’s participation in positive
activities

Green spaces provide additional youth engagement
programmes activities and facilities.

111

First time entrants to the Youth Justice
System aged 10-17

Simply viewing nature can produce significant recovery or
restoration from stress within three to five minutes. There is a
significant positive relationship between reported well being
and the level of access to green space.

119

Self reported measure of people’s overall
health and wellbeing

Access to good quality, well maintained public spaces can
help to improve our physical and mental health.

A brisk walk in your local park can reduce the risk of
heart attacks by 50%, strokes by 50% diabetes by 50%
fracture of the femur by 30% colon cancer by 30%,
breast cancer by 30% and Alzheimer’s by 25%

120

All-age all cause mortality rate

Access to good quality, well maintained public spaces can
help to improve our physical and mental health.

A brisk walk in your local park can reduce the risk of
heart attacks by 50%, strokes by 50% diabetes by 50%
fracture of the femur by 30% colon cancer by 30%,
breast cancer by 30% and Alzheimer’s by 25%

121

Mortality rate from all circulatory diseases
at ages under 75

Access to good quality, well maintained public spaces can
help to improve our physical and mental health.

A brisk walk in your local park can reduce the risk of
heart attacks by 50%, strokes by 50% diabetes by 50%
fracture of the femur by 30% colon cancer by 30%,
breast cancer by 30% and Alzheimer’s by 25%

123

Mortality rate from all cancers at ages
under 75

Access to good quality, well maintained public spaces can
help to improve our physical and mental health.

A brisk walk in your local park can reduce the risk of
heart attacks by 50%, strokes by 50% diabetes by 50%
fracture of the femur by 30% colon cancer by 30%,
breast cancer by 30% and Alzheimer’s by 25%
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When parents of children with Attention Deficit Disorder
were asked to nominate the activities that they found
made their children more manageable, 85% of green
spaces activities were said to improve the children’s
behaviour, while only 43% of non green space activities
were regarded as beneficial. Indeed 57% of non green
activities were said to result in worst behaviour
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NI

Indicator

Role of green space

Green space statistics

137

Health life expectancy at age 65

Access to good quality, well maintained public spaces can
help to improve our physical and mental health.

A brisk walk in your local park can reduce the risk of
heart attacks by 50%, strokes by 50% diabetes by 50%
fracture of the femur by 30% colon cancer by 30%,
breast cancer by 30% and Alzheimer’s by 25%

138

Satisfaction of people over 65 with both
home and neighbourhood

Green Spaces are the barometers of a community.
Safe and attractive places have a key role in reassuring local
communities and creating pride of place.

Around 85% of people feel that the quality of public
space has a direct impact on their lives

167

Congestion-average journey time per mile
during the morning peak

Carefully planned networks of footpaths and cycle routes that
extensively utilise parks and green spaces can greatly reduce
an urban population’s dependency on private cars.

The proportion of primary school children walking to
school fell from 67% in 1985-86 to 53% in 1997-99

175

Access to services and facilities by public
transport, walking and cycling

Carefully planned networks of footpaths and cycle routes that
extensively utilise parks and green spaces can greatly reduce
an urban population’s dependency on private cars.

The proportion of primary school children walking to
school fell from 67% in 1985-86 to 53% in 1997-99
Britain has the worst record for child pedestrian
casualties in Europe
Children from the poorest households are four times
more likely to be killed as pedestrians than those from
the richest households
In Copenhagen, Denmark, a six-fold increase in highquality public space in the city led to a variety of social,
environmental and economic benefits including a 65%
rise in bicycle use since 1970
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185

CO2 reduction from Local Authority
operations

Opportunities exist to promote CO2 reduction and
environmental technologies in the management and
maintenance of green spaces.

186

Per capita CO2 emissions in LA area

Opportunities exist to promote CO2 reduction and
environmental technologies in the management and
maintenance of green spaces.
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NI

Indicator

Role of green space

Green space statistics

188

Adapting to climate change

Green spaces provide a vital role in helping to regulate and
mitigate the affect of climate change.

189

Flood and coastal erosion risk management

The management of surface water run-off through hard
engineering solutions is an expensive business.
Green spaces can provide alternative solutions effectively.

194

Level of air quality-reduction in NO2 and
primary PM10 emissions through local
authority’s estate and operations

A 1% increase in protected wetlands along a stream
corridor can reduce peak flows by over three times

Carbon Sink - trees have significant capacity to absorb
carbon monoxide. One hectare of woodland can absorb
emissions equivalent to 100 family cars
Trees for Cities (2003)
Pollution control - vegetation has a significant capacity
to attenuate noise and filter air pollution from vehicles.
Street trees can remove sulphur dioxide and reduce
particulates by up to 75%. Noise attenuation can be as
much as 30dB per 100 metres. Wetland eco systems
are also effective in filtering polluted run off and sewage.
Johnston & Newton/London Ecology Unit (1993)
Building Green
Micro-climate control - vegetation can improve local
micro climate control by providing shade in summer. It
can also reduce wind effects created by streets and
wind loads on buildings, potentially reducing heating
requirements by up to 25%.
BRE (1990) Climate and site development parts 1-3, Digest 350

195

Improved street and environmental
cleanliness (levels of graffiti, litter,
detritus and fly posting)

GREEN SPACE STRATEGY 2010-2014

Good design, management and usage of green spaces
discourages litter and fly-tipping.

Property values - street trees and views of natural
landscapes and waterways can increase property values
by between 6% and 18%, as well as helping to sustain
values over the long term and improving the image of
difficult to develop brown field sites. Shoppers may also
be willing to pay up to 10% more to shop in tree lined
streets.
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NI

Indicator

Role of green space

Green space statistics
Johnston & Newton (1993) Building green; National
Urban Forestry Unit (1998) Trees matter! The benefits of
trees and woods in towns; University of Washington
(1998) Trees in business districts: positive effects on
consumer behaviour; Centre for Urban Horticulture,
Human dimensions of the urban forest, fact sheet 5;
CABE Space (2005) Does Money Grow on Trees?

196

Improved street and environmental
cleanliness-fly tipping

Good design, management and usage of green spaces
discourages litter and fly-tipping.

197

Improved local biodiversity-active
management of local sites

Green Spaces provide valuable natural habitats for all forms of
wildlife.

198

Children travelling to school-mode of
travel usually used

Carefully planned networks of footpaths and cycle routes that
extensively utilise parks and green spaces can greatly reduce
an urban population’s dependency on private cars

The proportion of primary school children walking to
school fell from 67% in 1985-86 to 53% in 1997-99
Britain has the worst record for child pedestrian
casualties in Europe
Children from the poorest household are four times
more likely to be killed as pedestrians than those from
the richest households
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SRA1 - Ward: Shevington
Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

4,813

3.85

0

-3.85

No

P6
A1

Amenity Green Space

4,813

2.41

12.5

+10.09

Yes

A1
P6

Provision for Children
and Young People

4,813

0.96

0

-0.96

No

CY3

Allotments

4,813

0.24

0

-0.24

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

3,617

2.89

0

-2.89

No

P6
A1

Amenity Green Space

3,617

1.81

16.58

+14.77

Yes

A1
P6

Provision for Children
and Young People

3,617

0.72

0.11

-0.61

No

CY3

Allotments

3,617

0.18

0

-0.18

No

AL1
AL2

Typology

Action
statement

SRA2 - Ward: Shevington

Typology
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Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement
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SRA3 - Ward: Park
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

+6.21

Yes

None

6.6

+4.57

Yes

None

0.72

0.06

-0.75

No

CY3

0.2

0

-0.2

Most areas
meet standards
through access
to allotments in
adjacent SRA

None

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

7,207

5.77

1.25

Amenity Green Space

7,207

3.6

Provision for Children
and Young People

7,207

Allotments

7,207

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

4,057

3.24

9.45

Amenity Green Space

4,057

2.03

Provision for Children
and Young People

4,057

Allotments

4,057

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA4 - Wards: Park and Whitefield

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-4.25*

Yes

None*

13

+9.4

Yes

None

1.44

0.16

-1.28

Yes

CY3

0.36

0.72

+0.36

Yes

None

*A significant natural and semi natural space, Millbrook Park Millennium Green provides a multifunctional green space that addresses
deficiencies in park and garden typology.
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SRA5 - Wards: Northwood and Kirkby Central
Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

7,376

5.9

0

-5.9

No*

P6
A1

Amenity Green Space

7,376

3.69

18.07

+14.38

Yes

None

Provision for Children
and Young People

7,376

1.4

0

-1.48

No

CY3

Allotments

7,376

0.37

0.46

+0.09

Yes

None

Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

Typology

Action
statement

SRA6 - Wards: Kirkby Central, Cherryfield and Whitefield

Population

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

10,898

8.71

8.31

-0.4

Yes

None

Amenity Green Space

10,898

5.45

19.84

14.39

Yes

None

Provision for Children
and Young People

10,898

2.18

1.71

-0.47

Yes

CY3

Allotments

10,898

0.54

0

-0.54

No

AL1
AL2

Typology
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Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Required
(ha)
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SRA7 - Ward: Cherryfield
Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

3,516

2.81

0

-2.81

No

P6
A1

Amenity Green Space

3,516

1.76

1.22

-0.54*

Yes

*
A1
P6

Provision for Children
and Young People

3,516

0.7

0

-0.7

No

CY3

Allotments

3,516

0.18

0

0.18

No

AL1
AL2

Typology

Action
statement

*Significant natural and semi natural green spaces provide multi functional green spaces to address any deficit in amenity green space.

SRA8 - Ward: Prescot West
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-0.02

Yes

None

0.97

-0.32*

Yes

None*

0.52

0.03

-0.49

No

CY3

0.13

0

0.13

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

2,582

2.07

2.05

Amenity Green Space

2,582

1.29

Provision for Children
and Young People

2,582

Allotments

2,582

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

*Significant natural and semi natural green spaces provide multi functional green spaces to address any deficit in amenity green space.
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SRA9 - Ward: Stockbridge
Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

5,256

4.2

0

-4.2

Yes

P6
A1

Amenity Green Space

5,256

2.83

25.26

+22.63

Yes

A1
P6

Provision for Children
and Young People

5,256

1.05

0.05

-0.1

No

CY3

Allotments

5,256

0.26

0

-0.26

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

5,556

4.44

3.55

Amenity Green Space

5,556

2.76

Provision for Children
and Young People

5,556

Allotments

5,556

Typology

Action
statement

SRA10 - Wards: Pagemoss and Stockbridge

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-0.89

Yes

None

9.87

+7.09

Yes

None

1.11

0.13

-0.98

Yes

CY3

0.28

0

-0.28

No

AL1
AL2

Significant natural and semi natural green spaces provide multi functional green spaces above the existing availability of amenity
green space.
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SRA11 - Ward: Longview
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-5.41

No

None

5.52

+2.14

No

None

1.35

0

-1.35

No

None

0.34

0

-0.34

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

6,763

5.41

0

Amenity Green Space

6,763

3.38

Provision for Children
and Young People

6,763

Allotments

6,763

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA11 has very little existing land designated as green space. There is potential to seek opportunities through dual use of educational
land.

SRA12 - Wards: Page Moss and St Bartholomew’s
Action
statement

+2.4

Yes

None

0.65

-1.67

Yes

None

0.93

0

-0.93

No

CY3

0.23

0

-0.23

Partial
accessibility in
adjacent SRA

None

Population

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

4,642

3.71

6.11

Amenity Green Space

4,642

2.32

Provision for Children
and Young People

4,642

Allotments

4,642

Typology

GREEN SPACE STRATEGY 2010-2014

Meets
accessibility
standards

Required
(ha)

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)
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SRA13 - Wards: St Bartholomews and Roby
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-4.35

No

None*

3.99

+1.27

Yes

None

1.09

0

-1.09

No

CY3

0.27

0

-0.27

Partial
accessibility in
adjacent SRA

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

5,433

4.35

0

Amenity Green Space

5,433

2.72

Provision for Children
and Young People

5,433

Allotments

5,433

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

*Significant outdoor sports typology provides multi functional green spaces to address any deficit in park and garden typology.

SRA14 - Wards: Longview, St Michaels and St Bartholomews
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-4.96

No

None*

5.07

+1.97

Yes

None

0.54

-0.70

Yes

None

Yes

None

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

6,195

4.96

0

Amenity Green Space

6,195

3.1

Provision for Children
and Young People

6,195

1.24

Allotments

6,195

0.31

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

*Significant outdoor sports typology provides multi functional green space to address any deficit in park and garden typology.
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SRA15 - Wards: St Michaels and St Bartholomews
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-1.5

No

None

1.47

-0.53

Yes

None*

0.38

0

-0.38

No

None

0.09

0

-0.09

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

1,879

1.5

0

Amenity Green Space

1,879

0.94

Provision for Children
and Young People

1,879

Allotments

1,879

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA15 has very little existing land designated as green space. There is potential to seek opportunities through dual use of
educational land.
*Significant natural and semi natural provides green space to address some typology deficiencies.

SRA16 - Wards: St Michaels and Whiston North
Action
statement

+3.56

Yes

None

2.73

-0.82

Yes

None

0.76

0

-0.76

No

None

0.19

0.86

+0.67

Yes

None

Population

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

3,816

3.05

6.61

Amenity Green Space

3,816

1.91

Provision for Children
and Young People

3,816

Allotments

3,816

Typology

GREEN SPACE STRATEGY 2010-2014

Meets
accessibility
standards

Required
(ha)

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)
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SRA17 - Ward: Swanside
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

4.1

No

None

0

-2.56

No

None

1.03

0.02

-1.01

No

None

0.26

0

-0.26

Partial
accessibility in
adjacent SRA

None

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

5,126

4.1

0

Amenity Green Space

5,126

2.56

Provision for Children
and Young People

5,126

Allotments

5,126

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA17 contains very little accessible green space. There are opportunities through the requirement to provide new green space as part of
residential developments.

SRA18 - Ward: Roby

Contents

Action
statement

+11.79

Yes

None

0

-1.01

No

None

0.4

0.24

-0.16

Yes

None

0.1

0

-0.1

Partial
accessibility in
adjacent SRA

None

Population

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

2,014

1.61

13.4

Amenity Green Space

2,014

1.01

Provision for Children
and Young People

2,014

Allotments

2,014

Typology
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Meets
accessibility
standards

Required
(ha)

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)
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SRA19 - Ward: Roby
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

+3.3

Yes

None

2.5

-0.56

No

None

0.77

0

-0.77

No

CY3

3,873

0.19

0

-0.19

Partial
accessibility in
adjacent SRA

None

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

1,532

1.23

0

Amenity Green Space

1,532

0.77

Provision for Children
and Young People

1,532

Allotments

1,532

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

3,873

3.1

6.4

Amenity Green Space

3,873

1.94

Provision for Children
and Young People

3,873

Allotments

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA20 - Ward: St Gabriels

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-1.23

No

None*

0

-0.77

No

None*

0.31

0

-0.31

No

None

0.08

0

-0.08

No

None

SRA 20 has very little existing land designated as green space.
*Significant natural and semi natural provides green space to address some typology deficiencies.
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SRA21 - Wards: St Gabriels and Roby
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

+4.04

Yes

None

0

-1.24

No

None

0.49

0.16

-0.33

Yes

CY3

2,471

0.12

0.31

+0.19

Yes

None

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

Parks and Gardens

3,560

2.85

0

-2.85

No

P6
A1

Amenity Green Space

3,560

1.78

6.64

+4.76

Yes

A1
P6

Provision for Children
and Young People

3,560

0.71

0

-0.71

No

CY3

Allotments

3,560

0.18

0

-0.18

Partial
accessibility in
adjacent SRA

None

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

2,471

1.97

6.01

Amenity Green Space

2,471

1.24

Provision for Children
and Young People

2,471

Allotments

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA22 - Ward: St Gabriels

Typology
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Surplus /
deficit
(ha)
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SRA23 - Ward: St Gabriels
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

+11.48

Yes

None

0.88

+0.63

Yes

None

0.1

0.19

+0.09

Yes

None

0.03

0

-0.03

Partial
accessibility in
adjacent SRA

None

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

504

0.4

11.8

Amenity Green Space

504

0.25

Provision for Children
and Young People

504

Allotments

504

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA24 - Wards: Prescot West and Prescot East
Action
statement

+0.79

Yes

None

0.9

-0.5

Yes

None

0.56

0.05

-0.51

Yes

CY3

0.14

0

-0.14

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

2,802

2.24

3.03

Amenity Green Space

2,802

1.4

Provision for Children
and Young People

2,802

Allotments

2,802

Typology

GREEN SPACE STRATEGY 2010-2014

Meets
accessibility
standards

Required
(ha)

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)
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SRA25 - Wards: Prescot West and Prescot East
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-1.53

No

None*

0.82

-0.14

Yes

None

0.38

0.11

-0.27

Yes

CY3

0.1

0

-0.1

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

1,912

1.53

0

Amenity Green Space

1,912

0.96

Provision for Children
and Young People

1,912

Allotments

1,912

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

*Significant outdoor sports typology and natural and semi natural typology provides multi functional green space to address deficiencies
in other typologies.

SRA26 - Wards: Whiston North and Prescot East
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-0.98

Yes

None

0.38

-1.7

Yes

None

0.83

0

-0.83

No

CY3

0.21

0

-0.21

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

4,164

3.33

2.35

Amenity Green Space

4,164

2.08

Provision for Children
and Young People

4,164

Allotments

4,164

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Significant outdoor sports typology provides multi functional green space to address deficiencies in other typologies.
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SRA27 - Wards: Whiston North and Prescot East
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

+23.49

Yes

None

3.77

+0.26

Yes

None

1.41

0.15

-1.27

No

CY3

0.35

0.56

+0.21

Yes

None

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

Parks and Gardens

1,891

1.51

0

-1.51

No

None

Amenity Green Space

1,891

0.95

0.16

-0.79

Yes

None

Provision for Children
and Young People

1,891

0.38

0

-0.38

No

None

Allotments

1,891

0.09

0

-0.09

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

7,016

5.16

28.65

Amenity Green Space

7,016

3.51

Provision for Children
and Young People

7,016

Allotments

7,016

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA28 - Ward: Whiston North

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA 28 has very little existing land designated as green space.
There is potential to seek opportunities through dual use of educational land.
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SRA29 - Wards: Whiston North and Whiston South
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

+34.83

Yes

None

0.86

+0.04

Yes

None

0.33

0

-0.33

No

None

0.08

0

-0.08

Partial
accessibility in
adjacent SRA

None

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

4,865

3.89

0

-3.89

No

P6
A1

Amenity Green Space

4,865

2.43

3.24

+0.81

Yes

A1
P6

Provision for Children
and Young People

4,865

0.97

0.09

-0.88

Yes

None

Allotments

4,865

0.24

0

-0.24

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

1,630

1.34

36.17

Amenity Green Space

1,630

0.82

Provision for Children
and Young People

1,630

Allotments

1,630

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA30 - Ward: Whiston South

Typology
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Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

GREEN SPACE STRATEGY 2010-2014

SRA31 - Ward: Whiston South
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

+0.9

Yes

None

0

-0.57

No

None

0.23

0.05

-0.18

Yes

CY3

0.06

0

-0.06

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

4,194

3.36

0

Amenity Green Space

4,194

2.1

Provision for Children
and Young People

4,194

Allotments

4,194

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

1,136

0.91

1.81

Amenity Green Space

1,136

0.57

Provision for Children
and Young People

1,136

Allotments

1,136

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA32 - Ward: Halewood West

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-3.36 *

Yes

None

1.91

-0.19

Yes

None

0.84

0.02

-0.82

Yes

CY3

0.21

0

-0.21

No

AL1
AL2

Halewood Park sits between SRAs but is fully accessible to all those that surround it and provides large quantities of park and
garden typology.
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SRA33 - Ward: Halewood North
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

+2.04

Yes

None

2.44

+0.91

Yes

None

0.61

0

-0.61

No

CY3

0.15

0

-0.15

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

1,157

0.93

0

Amenity Green Space

1,157

0.58

Provision for Children
and Young People

1,157

Allotments

1,157

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

3,058

2.45

4.49

Amenity Green Space

3,058

1.53

Provision for Children
and Young People

3,058

Allotments

3,058

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

SRA34 - Ward: Halewood North

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-0.93

No

None

0.63

-0.05

Yes

None*

0.23

0

-0.23

No

None*

0.06

0

-0.06

No

AL1
AL2

Significant natural and semi natural provides green space to address some typology deficiencies.
There are opportunities through the requirement to provide new green space as part of residential developments.

82

Contents

GREEN SPACE STRATEGY 2010-2014

SRA35 - Wards: Halewood North and Halewood South
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-2.26

No

None*

1.84

+0.42

Yes

None*

0.57

0.14

-0.43

Yes

CY3

0.14

0

-0.14

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

2,830

2.26

0

Amenity Green Space

2,830

1.42

Provision for Children
and Young People

2,830

Allotments

2,830

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Significant outdoor sports typology and natural and semi natural typology provides multi functional green space to address deficiencies in
other typologies.

SRA36 - Ward: Halewood South
Action
statement

-2.04

No

None

4.47

+3.19

Yes

None

0.51

0.08

-0.43

Yes

CY3

0.13

0

-0.13

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

2,551

2.04

0

Amenity Green Space

2,551

1.28

Provision for Children
and Young People

2,551

Allotments

2,551

Typology

GREEN SPACE STRATEGY 2010-2014

Meets
accessibility
standards

Required
(ha)

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)
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SRA37 - Ward: Halewood South
Meets
accessibility
standards

Action
statement

-2.12

No

None*

1.12

-0.21

Yes

None*

0.53

0.16

-0.37

Yes

None

0.13

0

-0.13

No

AL1
AL2

Population

Required
(ha)

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

2,650

2.12

0

Amenity Green Space

2,650

1.33

Provision for Children
and Young People

2,650

Allotments

2,650

Typology

Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

*Significant outdoor sports typology provides multi functional green space to address deficiencies in other typologies.

SRA38 - Wards: Halewood West and Halewood South

Contents

Meets
accessibility
standards

Population

Provision
(ha)

Parks and Gardens

3,106

2.48

0

-2.48

No

P6
A1

Amenity Green Space

3,106

1.55

14.47

+12.92

Yes

A1
P6

Provision for Children
and Young People

3,106

0.62

0

-0.62

No

CY3

Allotments

3,106

0.15

0.24

+0.09

Yes

None

Typology
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Surplus /
deficit
(ha)

Required
(ha)

Action
statement
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