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Welcome to the latest edition of

You will all know that the council’s funding from
central Government has been cut significantly.

S

ince 2010 we have £75 million less
in our budget to deliver services and
there are more cuts to come. Over
the next four years we expect to have to
find another £46 million of savings and
we already know that the Government
intends to remove our funding support
completely by 2020.
Our financial challenge is huge and I
know that the additional savings we have
to make in the coming months and years
will impact on residents. That’s why we
have launched #knowsleytoughdecisions
on our social media channels and
included lots of information in this

magazine about the challenge and the
ways in which we are working differently,
changing frequency or in some cases
stopping things altogether (see pages
2 & 3).
Throughout this issue you will see a
number of stories along this theme,
including changes to responsibility for
delivering leisure services (page 6) and a
guide to what our Local Plan really means
and why we have taken the course of
action and decisions we have (page 10).
We also highlight stories where a difficult
decision can have a positive outcome
for residents including volunteers at

Contacting
Knowsley
Housing Trust
From April, Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) will no
longer operate a face-to-face enquiry service at any
of the council’s One Stop Shops.
KHT has taken the decision in order to reduce the
organisation’s costs and encourage tenants to use
alternative ways to get in touch.
However, if you are a tenant who lives in a KHT property
you will still be able to contact them in a number of
different ways:

www.knowsley.gov.uk

our Children’s Centres being nationally
recognised for their work (page 21) - a
great achievement!
Amidst all the tough decisions ahead
there are also very many great things
going on in Knowsley and lots to
look forward to, including some big
investment taking place in our town
centres (pages 11 & 12) – you’ll find
plenty of that in this edition too.

Cllr Andy Moorhead
Leader of Knowsley Council

• You can ring KHT on 0151 290 7000 between 8am
and 8pm, Monday to Friday and also on Saturday
mornings between 9.30am and 1pm
• Use the automated customer portal on the KHT
website at www.k-h-t.org to pay your rent, report
repairs and anti-social behaviour and apply for homes
• You will still be able to pay rent by cash, card or
cheque using the payment machines inside the
council One Stop Shops in Halewood, Huyton, Kirkby
and Prescot
• You can call KHT’s automated service on
0884 4557 8321 - you will need your 19 digit rent
account number
The final date KHT will have a front counter service in
the council’s One Stop Shops is 31 March 2016.
For more information, visit KHT’s
website - www.k-h-t.org - or
ring the KHT contact centre on
0151 290 7000.
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What’s hot

#knowsleytough
With millions slashed from Knowsley Council’s budget already and more to come
we’ve launched #knowsleytoughdecisions to raise awareness and understanding of
the financial challenges facing the borough.
Given the level of cuts to our funding from central Government, the coming months
and years will mean yet more difficult decisions about which services and support the
council can or cannot continue to pay for.
Cllr Andy Moorhead, Leader of Knowsley Council, explains,
As a result of Government funding cuts, the council’s budget to deliver
services has reduced by £75 million since 2010.
The sad truth is that the funding which is left cannot cover the full range
of services and support it once did. And by 2020 the Government plans to
withdraw our funding altogether. This means we will have to rely on money
we can generate locally.
The tough decisions facing Knowsley are getting tougher and in order to
ensure we can continue the most essential services, such as social care for
vulnerable children and adults, we have to accept there are some things
which are ‘nice to have’ which must now sadly cease.
In the coming months the council will aim to balance our finances by setting
a ‘needs based’ budget - focusing first on the real needs of our community.
This does mean that things will change and some services and support
will stop.
For some people I know the changes will be difficult. That’s why I wrote to
all Knowsley residents back in February to explain our position and help
people understand why we have to take the decisions we do.

The council has already agreed £16 million of savings for this year (2016/17)
by changing and stopping certain services and support. Examples of this
and previous changes made can been seen on this page and throughout
the magazine.

Working closely with residents, community groups
and other organisations we can find new ways of
delivering services or running facilities that we are no
longer able to fund directly. For example community
group Karma in the Community, now manage the
former Mosscroft Community Centre (see page 16
for more info). Groups like these often have access
to funding and grants which the council is not able
to apply for and this can help safeguard services.
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From 1 April 2016
responsibility for
managing leisure services
in Knowsley will transfer
from the council to a new
organisation - Volair (see
page 6 for more info)

#KNOWSLEYTOUGHD
ECISIONS

decisions

What’s hot
Check out
#Knowsleytoughdecisions
on Twitter or Facebook
for more information

With the prospect of no
longer being able to fund
our Rangers Service we
have begun to charge
organisations for team
building days or Forest
Schools in our parks.
This means we’re able to
continue the service, albeit
with reduced numbers, to
maintain free community
activities and support our
Friends groups who play a
vital role in maintaining our
parks.

The cost of handling enquiries
in our One Stop Shops is
approximately £7 per enquiry
(including the cost of running
the building and staff time). To
reduce the financial burden of
dealing with more than 45,000
face-to-face enquiries and
300,000 calls per year to our
Contact Centre we now have
made many services available
online through our website
and free council app (see back
page). As we need to save more
money in the future we will
be switching some services to
‘online only’.

In recent years we have
had to make difficult
decisions about our
library service including
closing two smaller
and less used facilities
in 2014 and reducing
opening times last
year. Unlike some
other councils we have
retained a boroughwide library service
including our mobile
library despite the
severity of the funding
cuts (see page 4).

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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What’s hot

NEW
Mobile
Library
Service
routes
The Mobile Library Service
offers a fantastic range of
fiction, non-fiction and talking
books for library users of all
ages. The routes it travels have
recently been updated covering
more of the borough than ever
before.
Any Knowsley library member can
use the service. You can also join
onboard - simply provide proof of
your name, address and date of
birth.
The Mobile Library runs a
fortnightly route. Details of the
routes are available on the council’s
website (search ‘mobile library’) or
from any local library.

#KNOWSLEYTOUGHD
ECISIONS
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Praise for adult learning
in Knowsley
Following an inspection earlier this year
Knowsley’s Family And Community
Education (FACE) Service has been judged to
be ‘good’ overall by Ofsted. FACE provides
adult education and learning courses at
over 40 venues across the borough.
Ofsted particularly highlighted that learners
were well motivated and keen to learn,
tutors were knowledgeable and passionate,
partnerships with local employers were strong
and courses are aligned to local employment
needs. It’s great to have such a fantastic learning establishment here
in the borough - find out more at www.knowsleyface.org.uk or
call 0151 443 2026.

Confirmation of
school places
By now, you should have received
confirmation of your secondary
school place for September 2016.
Confirmation of primary school places
will be issued on Monday 18 April.
If you completed the online form, you
will receive an email confirming your
school place on 18 April. Alternatively,
you will receive a letter through the
post during week commencing
18 April.

If you need
any further
information
regarding
the school
admissions
process, please visit the council’s
website or call the Admissions Team on
0151 443 3142 or 0151 443 3372.
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Knowsley celebrates

This year, millions of people across the globe will commemorate the 400th anniversary of the death of
William Shakespeare. Shakespeare is known and loved throughout the world and widely regarded as
the greatest ever writer in the English language.
We are very lucky to have our own special connection to the man himself who it is widely believed spent time in
Knowsley and at Knowsley Hall. Therefore, this year Knowsley will celebrate his life and work along with millions
of fans worldwide….

Shakespearean
theatre
planned for
Prescot
In this anniversary year it is fitting
that Shakespeare is continuing
to make his mark on the present
day. And in Knowsley that is
particularly true. Plans to create
a Shakespearean theatre and
education centre in Prescot are
currently being considered by

Knowsley Council. A Planning
Committee in April (date tbc)
will make a final decision on the
proposals which, if approved,
would pave the way for a major
development in Prescot which could
attract visitors and students from
across the world.

Much Ado About Nothing
This August, the gates of
Knowsley Hall will open
to the public for a special
outdoor performance of
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About
Nothing. Performed by The
Lord Chamberlain’s Men, the
performance will take place on
Thursday 11 August (7.30pm).
The Lord Chamberlain’s Men are
well known in the acting world
for providing high quality outdoor
Shakespearean
performances and
have travelled the

length of the UK bringing
Shakespeare to hundreds of
thousands of people.
This year, Knowsley is one of those
places to experience this with a
one-night only performance of
one of Shakespeare’s most popular
comedies, Much Ado About
Nothing.
Tickets are priced at Adults £15,
Children £8, Family tickets (£42 for
2 adults and 2 children - advanced
bookings only). Book online at
www.knowsleyhallvenue.co.uk/
events

The plans from the Shakespeare
North Trust have been publicly
backed by MP George Howarth,
Culture Secretary Ed Vaizey and
even the Prime Minister,
David Cameron.

Other Shakespeare themed
celebrations…
• ‘Pop up’ performances by MATE
		 Productions in Prescot Town Centre
		 2 April - Macbeth
		 4 June - Romeo & Juliet
• 4 June - Elizabethan Fayre
(see page 13)
• MATE Production’s outdoor 		
performance in the grounds of
Prescot Parish Church
		 June / July (date TBC) - As You
		Like It
• 17 to 26 August - A celebration of
Shakespeare at the Prescot Festival of
Music & the Arts (see page 13)
Keep an eye out for more details on the
council’s website or call 0151 443 5618

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Knowsley welcomes Volair

#KNOWSLEYTOUGHD
ECISIONS

In the face of ongoing cuts to its funding, the council has had to review how it delivers all of its services.
Leisure was an area identified where there was opportunity to ‘do things differently’ and maintain services
and facilities whilst still making cost savings. As a result, the responsibility for managing leisure services and
facilities in Knowsley will transfer from the council to a new organisation – Volair – from 1 April.
Volair is a council-owned and
controlled organisation that has been
established specifically to maintain
leisure services across the borough. It’s
a ‘not for profit’ organisation so any
profits will be ploughed back into the
services it provides. And because Volair
is a separate company from the council
this will mean it has more ability to
make savings and work in different
ways to maintain the quality of service.

Latest success for
top Halewood
school
Pupils at Halewood C of E Primary
School were celebrating once
again after being named Most
Inspirational Primary School at the
Educate Awards in November.
It is the latest accolade for the school,
which was also recently recognised as
one of only six primary schools in the
region where 100% of pupils achieved
a Level 4 or above in their reading,
writing and maths SATS exams this
year.
The school has also appeared in The
Times’ list of the best schools in the UK
for the past four years.
Cllr Gary See, Cabinet Member for
Children’s Services said,
To be consistently recognised
among the top performing schools
in the country is a fantastic
achievement.
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All of the current Active Knowsley
facilities, staff, activities, contact details
and opening times will stay the same –
meaning that members and users will
not be disrupted.
To find out more about the great range
of activities and facilities on offer call
0151 443 2200 or visit
www.activeknowsley.gov.uk. Their
new website - www.volair.org.uk will be available from April.

Shanghai teachers help
raise standards in maths
Pupils at Lord Derby Academy
in Huyton have been
spending time learning how
school children in Shanghai
learn maths.

school staff were also invited
along to see the Shanghai
teachers in action and get ideas
for them to take back to their
classrooms too.

Two teachers from Shanghai
spent time working with the
Year 7 and 8 pupils using the
same techniques which have
helped pupils in Shanghai top
the global league tables for
maths.

The initiative has attracted
glowing praise from Martin
Little, Assistant Director for the
Maths Hub, who said,

The project was arranged as
part of the North West Maths
Hub, which Lord Derby Academy
participates in. Local primary

It was an example of the
quality work happening in
Knowsley and the dedication
that the profession is putting
into working on improving
mathematics education.

What’s hot

Important changes for 2016
Local Elections
This year’s Local Elections in Knowsley will take place on Thursday 5 May.
On the same day, the poll will be held
for the Merseyside Police and Crime
Commissioner Election.
These will be the first elections to
be held with the new electoral ward
arrangements in place across the
borough.
The number of electoral wards in
Knowsley has been cut from 21 to
15, with the number of councillors
reducing from 63 to 45.
The new arrangements will save the
council money, better reflect our
communities and ensure that each
councillor represents approximately the
same number of voters.

If you wish to vote by post, please
request an application form by calling
0151 443 2222 or email elections@
knowsley.gov.uk
You need to be registered to vote
before you can choose to vote by post.
The deadline for receipt of completed
postal vote application forms is
5pm on Tuesday 19 April.

Details of the candidates nominated
for this year’s elections will be
announced in April. Check our website
www.knowsley.gov.uk/yourcouncil/voting-and-elections for
updates.
For further assistance, please call
Knowsley Council’s Elections Helpline
on 0151 443 2222 or email
elections@knowsley.gov.uk.

Shevington

Whitefield
Northwood
Cherryfield

All 45 council seats are up for election
in May, which means you will be voting
for three councillors to represent your
local ward.

Prescot
North
Stockbridge

You have been sent a letter explaining
how your household may be affected
by these changes. It will explain which
electoral ward your household now
sits in and the location of your polling
station - please note that these details
may have changed from previous
elections.
If you are already registered to vote,
you will receive your polling/postal vote
card over the next few weeks.
If you do not receive a polling/postal
vote card, you can register online by
visiting www.gov.uk/register-tovote. You will be asked to submit your
date of birth and National Insurance
number.
The deadline to be registered to vote at
these elections is midnight on
Monday 18 April. Please register early
so you do not miss this deadline.

Page Moss

St Michael’s

Prescot
South

Swanside
Roby

St Gabriel’s
Whiston
& Cronton

Halewood North

Halewood South

New Knowsley Wards with
Parliamentary Constituencies
Garston and Halewood Borough Constituency
Knowsley Borough Constituency
St. Helens South and Whiston Borough Constituency

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Time to talk about
Knowsley Health & Wellbeing Board has launched a new health campaign to
get residents thinking, talking and taking action to reduce the devastating
impact of it. If you’re wondering what exactly it is, of course, it is cancer.
Survival rates have doubled in the past 40 years but one in five residents still regard
a cancer diagnosis as a death sentence and are uncomfortable talking about it.
Street teams will visit local communities and businesses to help people better understand the importance of
getting checked out and of taking action to reduce the likelihood of developing the disease.
To find out more about it, visit www.healthyknowsley.co.uk. To keep up-to-date with the campaign follow it on
twitter @ItKnowsley or find it on Facebook.

Did you
live in
Huyton in
the 1940s
Residents who remember the World War II
Internment and Prisoner of War camps
in Huyton are being invited to share their
memories with the Archive Resource for
Knowsley (ARK).
The camps were situated on Woolfall Heath
and the King George V Playing Fields,
respectively. The Prisoner of War camp only
closed in 1948 - amongst its inmates was
Bert Trautmann who later went on to be
goalkeeper for Manchester City.
ARK is appealing for anyone who lived or
worked in Huyton at that time to record a
conversation about their recollections, which
will be used as part of a public exhibition and
later preserved in the archive.
If you would like to put your memories on record
please contact ARK on 0151 443 4291 or
email jane.owens@knowsley.gov.uk
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New shops for
Hillside Road
Following a fire at the shops
on Hillside Road in Huyton
last year, the damaged shop
units will be refurbished and
extended.
One Stop Stores
will open a local
convenience
store in place
of the Doctors’
Surgery which
relocated to the
Blue Bell Centre
prior to the fire. There will also be a
Post Office in the One Stop Store.
The council has granted planning
permission and a
contractor has been
appointed. Building
work is expected to
start imminently.

What’s hot

Kids become

LITTER BUSTERS!
Cllrs Brian and Christ

ina O’Hare take part

in the litter pick

Children from a Huyton primary school have taken up the challenge to be local litter busters.
Pupils from Huyton with Roby Primary
School attended a ‘Love where you
live’ session at their school. £
The 10 and 11 year olds penned letters
£
to the council expressing concerns
about litter and dog fouling. This
prompted the classroom sessions
which raised awareness of how the
council keeps the streets clean as well
as helping the pupils to understand
what they can do to help.

Pupils also heard some surprising facts
including:The amount of dog muck dumped
in Britain weighs the same as 182
elephants
There are around 60 million rats
living alongside us in the UK
£ The maximum fine which can be
imposed for littering is £2,500
The pupils have produced posters and
newsletters promoting litter-busting
messages. They have also been
provided with equipment
to organise their own litter
picking activities.

#KNOWSLEYTOUGHDECISIONS

Cllr Christina O’Hare, Cabinet Member
for Neighbourhoods, said,
While the council works
hard to keep Knowsley’s
streets clean, we are faced with
significant budget cuts which
mean we have had to reduce
the frequency of some of our
street cleaning services. We need
everyone to realise that we all
have a role to play in keeping our
neighbourhoods free from litter,
dog fouling and graffiti. It’s good
to see that our young citizens
of tomorrow are leading by
example.

Work Out and get
get fit
fit for
forfree
free
With spring just around the
corner, it’s the perfect time
to get outdoors and get fit by
trying out the new ‘Work Out’
green gyms appearing in parks
across Knowsley.

Not only are the gyms in scenic
locations, but they boast the
latest equipment - including static
bikes, bench presses and steppers
- giving you all the fitness benefits
of going to the gym for free!

The first three green gyms have
now been created at McGoldrick
Park, Huyton, Henley Park,
Whiston and Memorial Park,
Kirkby - with the remaining 12
outdoor exercise areas completed
by the summer.

The gyms have been funded by
a £350,000 grant from Public
Health England aimed
at encouraging
more people to get
involved with sport
for free.

The other
‘Work
Out’ green
gyms are
at Halewood Park and Frensham
Park, Halewood; Mill Dam Park,
Old Rough Park and Field Lane,
Kirkby; Stadt Moers Park, Whiston;
Court Hey Park, Jubilee Park,
South Alt Greenway,
King George V, St
John’s Millennium
Green, Huyton and
Stockbridge Village
open space.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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What’s hot
There has been lots of discussion about Knowsley’s Local Plan - what it might and might
not mean for the borough. Regular readers of this magazine will know that we have
been working on our Local Plan for the last six years and will also know the background
to its development and adoption.
However, from speaking to residents, we know that some of you are not clear on all of the detail
and confused by some of the comments being made. This article aims to address that…

KNOWSLEY’S LOCAL PLAN
What does it really mean?

Why do we need a Local Plan?
The Government insists that all
local authorities must have one setting out where and what type of
development we want and need in
our area. The policies in the Local
Plan will be used to help us to assess
the suitability of future planning
applications.

What’s included in the Local
Plan?

The Local Plan identifies all of the
land across Knowsley (whether
privately or publicly owned) which
could be suitable for many different
kinds of future development up to
2028. For example, the land could
be suitable for housing, employment,
leisure or retail developments. It also
helps to identify the infrastructure
needed to support any such new
development whilst protecting our
environmental and/or heritage assets
and considering issues such as climate
change.

Why has land been taken out of
the greenbelt?

There are simply not enough
brownfield (previously used) sites
in the borough to meet the future
development needs. We therefore
had no choice but to look at new
land which included ‘greenbelt’ sites.
The majority of the sites identified
are privately owned, not accessible to
the public and do not include parks
or public open spaces. Even with the
release of these new sites nearly half
of entire borough remains greenbelt
land.

#KNOWSLEYTOUGHD
ECISIONS
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How did the council come up
with the plan?

We looked at all locations across
the borough to see whether there
could be land identified for possible
development. We took into
consideration local infrastructure,
services and the potential impact of
any such development. Our initial
findings were then scrutinised
by an independently appointed
Government Inspector who reviewed
the proposals, made suggestions and
ultimately concluded that the Local
Plan had been prepared in a robust
way, was legally ‘sound’ and complied
with national planning policy. There
was extensive public consultation (see
below).

Why do we need more homes
and development?

Demand for new homes in Knowsley
is continuing to increase and
attracting new people to live here
will generate more income for the
area through Council Tax. Similarly,
new developments to attract business
will not only boost job opportunities
for local people but also increase
Business Rates. This income is
crucially important for Knowsley as
the Government has confirmed its
intention to completely remove any
funding support to the council by
2020. This will mean that the council
will have to rely on the income it
generates locally (through Council
Tax and Business Rates) in order to be
able to provide local services.

Will the new housing include
social housing or affordable
housing?

Yes. The Local Plan includes a specific
policy which will encourage a mix of
new housing to meet the needs of
our current and future residents.

How will schools and GPs cope
with the extra people living in
Knowsley?

These issues will be considered
in depth if, and when, future
planning applications are received.
If future development results in
increased demand which cannot
be accommodated within current
facilities, new or replacement services
will be provided. Examples of this
may be new open spaces, transport
infrastructure, or new or additional
school provision.

Did local people have a chance
to have their say before this
was agreed?

Yes. We know how important this
issue is and therefore over the course
of six years, the council provided
numerous opportunities for residents,
businesses and other interested
parties to share their views either
in person or writing. Extra public
hearings were organised to ensure
everyone had a chance to comment
before the proposals were agreed
and the Government Inspector
actually commented that the council
carried out more consultation than
was legally required.

What happens next?

It is important to note that most of
the land identified is already privately
owned, so it is ultimately the land
owners’ decisions as to what happens
next. They can choose to sell the
land to developers, submit a planning
application to build on the land
themselves, or do nothing.
No development can take place until
planning applications are submitted
and considered. If and when a
planning application is received,
it will follow the usual planning
process, including public consultation
in each case.

Regenerate Knowsley

NEW Kirkby bus
station on its way

Spring clean
for shop
units
A number of retail units in Kirkby
town centre are set to be a
refurbished.

Work is currently being carried out to build a superb new multi-million
pound bus station for Kirkby town centre.
Merseytravel is replacing the previous
20 year old station with a new facility
offering modern shelters, improved
lighting and waiting facilities.
The redevelopment will provide
upgraded passenger information and
signage, CCTV, Help Points, access
kerbs to assist boarding and alighting
and full road resurfacing.
Please support your local businesses
in the area as they will be open
throughout the redevelopment.
Temporary bus stops are in operation
along Cherryfield Drive while the work
is carried out.

Cllr Mike Murphy, Cabinet Member
for Regeneration and Economic
Development, said,
The development of a brand
new bus station is another
significant and exciting step
forward in the regeneration of
Kirkby town centre.

This is part of St Modwen’s
commitment to improve the vitality of
the town. The units will be improved
to make them more attractive to
businesses wanting to move into the
town centre.
Meanwhile, St Modwen has appointed
an award-winning town centre
manager for Kirkby.
Mike Matthews, who previously held
a similar role in Wigan, is aiming to
secure new business lettings, increase
footfall and work alongside the
council to drive forward the retail-led
regeneration of the town centre.

This new, modern facility will be a
key transport hub in Kirkby, linking
passengers with the transformed
town centre and the planned
new retail developments.

Highways

Work on the new bus station is
scheduled to be completed this
summer.

A series of improvements are
being made to benefit pedestrians
and cyclists on and around
County Road.

improvements
The work includes:
• A new Toucan crossing on
County Road, between Westhead
Walk and Lyelake Close
• Upgrading the footpath 		
between Park Brow Drive and
Lyelake Close
• Improving signals at the junction
of County Road, Simonswood
Lane and Park Brow Drive
The improvements are set
to be completed by May.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Arts in public spaces
Exciting plans are being developed for public art in Prescot town centre.

Prescot
Prescot
Make the time

Make the time

Bringing
Prescot’s
Heritage
back to life
The restoration and repair of
the 19th Century building at 19
Eccleston Street is now complete.
Occupied by Andrew Louis
Estate Agency, the building was
repaired from top to bottom and
its Victorian shopfront has been
restored.

Cathy Newbery, Public Art Curator,
was commissioned to create a
stimulating ‘Arts in Public Spaces’
strategy that will help to creatively
animate the town centre through
the use of public art over the next
five years.
Developed in collaboration with
local communities and artists,
it will complement other town
centre regeneration projects.
Cllr Eddie Connor, Cabinet Member for
Public Health and Wellbeing, said,

This work will ensure we have a clear strategy so we are ready to work
with partners and funders to commission the type of art that local people
want to see. Ultimately we aim to create great art and culture
for everyone in Prescot town centre.

Mak

Work continues on a number of
properties as the Prescot Townscape
Heritage Initiative (THI) helps to
restore the historical character of the
town centre, building by building.

During March, a draft of the strategy
will be available in Prescot Shopping
Centre for people to comment on.
For further information, call Cathy
Newbery on 07770 714103 or email
cathy@cathynewbery.co.uk

Prescot THI is funded by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, which has contributed
a grant of £1.85 million, Knowsley
Council and other partners.

Prescot

Townscape Heritage Initiative

Pr

Public art can play a valuable role in highlighting the unique
heritage, history and distinctiveness of Prescot.

HUYTON VILLAGE

New masterplan being developed for Huyton
The council is working with Allies
& Morrison Ltd to develop a
masterplan for Huyton village.
Work has already started on the
plan, which will help to guide any
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www.knowsley.gov.uk

future retail, transport, residential
and public realm developments, as
well as employment opportunities,
in Huyton up to 2028. Further
updates will be available on the

council’s website or alternatively
call the Strategic Regeneration
Team on 0151 443 3558 or email
growthplan.team@knowsley.gov.uk

Dates for your diary

Lots to see and do...
JUNE

Shakespeare celebrated at
Prescot's Elizabethan Fayre
This year’s Elizabethan Fayre
on Saturday 4 June will have a
distinct Shakespearean theme as
Prescot celebrates its connection
with the great bard.

The town will recreate its famous
Tudor May fayres. It will also
commemorate William Shakespeare’s
links to the town, which in the
late 1590s was the site of the only
freestanding purpose-built playhouse
outside of London.

the 16th Century with an Elizabethan
makeover!
The Fayre will take place in Prescot
town centre and Prescot Parish
Church from 10am to 3pm with free
admission.
If you’d like to get involved or have a
stall, please call 0151 443 5749
or email
carla.simkin@knowsley.gov.uk

4

There will be medieval music, theatre,
dance, arts, crafts and archery and
children can be transported back to

JUNE

4-2176

Prescot
Festival
of Music &
the Arts
JUNE

The annual Prescot Festival
of Music & the Arts will
take place between 17 and
26 June.
The ten day spectacular
includes a jazz concert
by Swingshift Big Band, a
Come & Sing performance
of Mozart Requiem, Wigan
Youth Brass Band, organ
recital by BBC Radio 2’s
Nigel Ogden (‘The Organist
Entertains’) and much more.
Visit
www.prescotfestival.co.uk
for more information, or to
buy tickets (from 2 May).

Mark the date on your calendar now – the Knowsley Flower
Show is back on Sunday 7 August! And following last year’s
success, the Feelgood Festival also returns for 2016.
The Flower Show is a well-established
favourite in the Knowsley events
calendar and this year is based on Visit
England’s English Country Garden
theme. Expect lots of free family fun,
bargain plants for sale and some
impressive entries in the hundreds of
fruit, vegetable and flower categories.

7

Check www.knowsleyflowershow.
co.uk for all the latest news nearer
the time including details of shuttle
bus services.

Remember the competition is open to
all, so why not think about growing
something and entering it yourself?

4

Meanwhile, the Feelgood Festival will
take place
on Saturday 6 August and
JUNE
is the perfect warm up to the Flower
Show. There will be activities for all
the family designed to benefit your
health and wellbeing.

Entrance to the National Wildflower
Centre is FREE for Knowsley residents
in 2016 thanks to Sainsbury’s. Just
bring proof of address to claim your
annual pass.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Dates for your diary

Egg-cellent
Easter event
Come and join us at The Venue
for our first Easter Sunday Family
Lunch.
As well as a delicious, three-course
carvery lunch, there’s also a disco and
lots of entertainment for children,
including face painting and a table
magician.
Tickets are £25 for adults and £12.50
for children (up to 11 years old) for
the event on Sunday 27 March,
12 noon until 5pm. Call 0151
443 3761 to book your ticket.

Sister Act and Take That at
the Venue
Making their debut at The Venue on Friday 29 April are Sister
Act – an all-girl trio whose high energy, fast moving show combines
hits from the film and stage show with Motown favourites.
And if you’re planning a hen party make sure you don’t miss out on the Take
That tribute on Friday 27 May.
Tickets for both these nights
are £15 and include a hot
supper. For tickets and
further information, call
0151 443 3761 or visit
www.thevenuehuyton.
co.uk
JUNE

4

4

JUNE

Musical show by
creators
comes to Knowsley
Fans of TV series Friends shouldn’t
miss the latest family show to
come to Knowsley – because it is
based on a story written by the
makers of the hit US sitcom!
Rapunzel is being staged at Knowsley
Leisure & Culture Park on Saturday
9 April at 2.30pm. It is a charming
family musical based on the book by
co-creators of Friends, David Crane
and Marta Kauffman.

Rapunzel, presented by Immersion
Theatre, comes to Knowsley as part of
its UK premiere tour. Tickets are priced
£10 for adults and £8 for children and
concessions or £34 for a family ticket
(2 adults and 2 children). To book, call
0151 443 2200, go online
www.knowsley.gov.uk/tickets or
book in person at Knowsley Leisure &
Culture Park, Longview Drive, Huyton.

The show gives a new twist to the
familiar tale of Rapunzel, the longhaired princess who is locked in a
tower in need of rescue by a daring
prince. Expect lots of humour and
unexpected twists which will have the
whole family in stitches.

4
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Dates for your diary

4

JUNE

4
JUNE

New Kirkby
Gallery attracts
big name artists

‘Faces and Places’
captured in local
artist’s work

An exhibition of work inspired by the era that Kirkby as a New Town
was built is now open at the Gallery within the Kirkby Centre.
New Worlds, which features some of the most significant British artworks
of the 1960s and 1970s is the first Select exhibition from the Arts Council
Collection that Kirkby Gallery has curated. It places the Kirkby Gallery, which
was purpose-built as part of the new Kirkby Centre in 2014, firmly on the
regional and national map for arts venues.
The exhibition includes work by renowned artists including Peter Blake, Bridget
Riley, Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth.
It is yet another opportunity for local people to see major artworks locally, which
was made possible by the provision of the new gallery, which is now considered
by artists, galleries and museums as an ideal venue to exhibit big-name works.
Cllr Eddie Connor, Cabinet Member for Public Health and Wellbeing, said,

When we opened the Kirkby Gallery our ambition
was always to develop a nationally important
exhibitions programme here, and it is great that
that is exactly what has happened.
New Worlds runs until Saturday 7 May 2016. Kirkby Gallery is open Monday to
Friday from 9am to 5pm and Saturdays from 10am to 1pm.
Pictured above: Oh Hélène, J’erre en ma chambre (Oh Helen, I roam my room) by Patrick Caulfield
Poemes et Planches - Jules Laforgue French Edition B, 1973

An exciting exhibition by Kirkby
artist Leslie Briggs is now on at
Huyton Gallery.
Faces and Places is a thoughtful
collection of paintings exploring
the people and landmarks that have
been important to Leslie.
Having regularly exhibited in the
Knowsley Open Art exhibition,
Leslie’s painting style and proficiency
has improved year-on-year. Last year
he was named ‘Adult Visual Artist of
the Year’ at the Knowsley Sports and
Cultural Awards. He is also a previous
winner of the Visitor’s Choice prize
at the Knowsley Open Art exhibition
in 2012.
Huyton Gallery, within Huyton
Library on Civic Way, is open
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays
from 10am to 5pm, Thursdays and
Saturdays 10am to 1pm and closed
on Wednesdays. The exhibition runs
until 14 May.

wrestling returns!

4

JUNE

The popular American Wresting Show returns to Knowsley Leisure
& Culture Park on Saturday 19 March for the third year running.
Aimed at all the family, this action-packed show provides two hours of non-stop
entertainment. It’s enough to have you up in your seats, cheering the goodies and
booing the baddies! There’s even the chance to meet some of the superstars and get
your photo taken next to these wrestling giants.
Tickets are priced £10 for adults, £8 for children, or £34 for a family ticket (2 adults and
2 children). If you’re bringing a big group, you’ll get a free ticket when you buy 10.
Book now by calling the ticket hotline on 0151 443 2200 or in person at Knowsley
Leisure & Culture Park on Longview Drive, Huyton. You can also book online at
www.knowsley.gov.uk/tickets
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Community centre
thriving thanks to
Karma
A former community centre in Huyton
has been given a new lease of life
thanks to a different way of thinking.
The Dodd family, who run Karma
Martial Arts, approached Knowsley
Council about using the former
Mosscroft Community Centre as
a base. They set up a Community
Interest Company – a type of social
enterprise – and in the past
12 months they’ve developed a
full programme of activity for the
whole community at the centre and
even secured a £66,000 grant from
the Morgan Foundation.
Tom Dodd explains, “We have about
400 users a week, from pensioners
playing bingo to young girls and lads
starting martial arts. It’s a meeting
place for local people and there’s
always something going on.”
And the rebirth of Mosscroft
Community Centre, which had to
close its doors in 2014, has been
a real lifeline for many older local
people.
“While the centre was shut I was just
sat at home. Now I come three times
a week and if it wasn’t for this place,
I wouldn’t be going anywhere,” says
local resident Angela Stickland.
Another regular, Rose Watson, said,
“I used to come to the bingo here and
had a lot of friends but when it shut
down we all just lost contact. This
centre reopening is the best thing that
ever happened.”

16
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Cllr Andy Moorhead, Leader of
Knowsley Council, said,

What Karma in the Community
has achieved in the last 12 months
is remarkable. They’ve shown real
determination and dedication to
the local community in bringing
this centre back to use and
providing something which local
people value enormously.

Martial arts “priceless”
for Daniel
Martial arts classes with Karma in the
Community have transformed the lives
of 12 year old Daniel Winstanley and
his family.
With help from instructors Daniel,
Thomas and Simon Dodd, Daniel,
who has autism, has made incredible
progress in the past year.
Dad Chris said, “The impact on him
has been amazing. He’s a lot more
aware of people and places now.
He’s much better at following simple
instructions. His temper is much better
because he’s getting any aggression
out in a more controlled way.
“As a family, it’s been priceless
for us.”
The work Karma in the Community
has been doing with Daniel has now
attracted the interest of the National
Autistic Society and Karma have started
working with 16 more families with
autistic children. If they report similar
benefits Karma hope to be able to
attract further funding to offer the
sessions to 150 families in the local area.

In focus

Improving
transport at
Knowsley
Business Park
Transport improvements at Knowsley
Business Park are nearly complete, with
the final and largest phase of work due
to finish in August.

• A new roundabout at the Moss End
Way/Perimeter Road junction to
create a gateway entrance feature
to the park, improving safety and
capacity

• Changes to the kerb lines at the

• New right turn access onto

Moorgate Road from the A580 East
Lancashire Road

•

Additional right turn access onto
Coopers Lane and new right turn
access onto Ormskirk Road from
A580 East Lancashire Road

Residents who may have
forgotten, or who have yet to
discover, the joy of reading for
pleasure are invited to sign up
to Reading Ahead, the adult
reading challenge.
You can sign up any time and
have until 16 September 2016 to
complete the challenge. You can
take part as an individual or as
part of a course or study group.
The Library Service can provide an
exciting collection of books for
groups to share and exchange.
When you complete the challenge
you can enter a national prize
draw for a trip to London and
there’s a special Knowsley Prize
Draw too. There are extra prizes
for adults who complete the
challenge with children who
complete the summer reading
challenge!

The enhancements include:

Perimeter Road/South Boundary
Road/Coopers Lane roundabout
junction to make it easier for the
movement of heavy goods vehicles

Fantastic prizes to
be won in the
adult reading
challenge

The final phase of work at the
Admin Road/Gale Road/South
Boundary Road junction will create a
gateway roundabout, new bus stop
arrangements and opportunities for
commercial development.

For more information contact your
local Knowsley library or Tracey
Collins on 0151 443 2679 or email
tracey.collins@knowsley.gov.uk

This is the first major transport
initiative to be delivered in the
Liverpool City Region following
the devolution of funding from the
Department for Transport.
Whilst we appreciate the disruption
and inconvenience caused by the
improvement work we hope that
once complete, this investment will
make journeys smoother and help
to bring new investment and jobs
into Knowsley.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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There are children
in Knowsley right
now waiting for
a home – and
we need people
like you to come
forward to foster
or adopt.

Do you have more love
to give to a child in need?
We need a diverse range of carers and
adoptive parents to suit the diverse
range of children needing homes.
What’s really important is that you can
provide a stable, loving environment
where a child can thrive.
You don’t need to live in Knowsley to
foster for us – and we’ll give you all
the help, support and training you’ll
need.
We actively welcome interest from
prospective adopters outside of the
borough as we often need to match

our children for adoption with families
outside of Knowsley.
So if you think you could make a
real difference to the lives of children
and young people, either on a
temporary basis through fostering or
permanently through adoption, please
get in touch.
To find out more call 0151 443
3958, email adoptionenquiries@
knowsley.gov.uk or visit
www.knowsley.gov.uk and search
for ‘fostering’ or ‘adoption’ or like the
Facebook page ‘Foster for Knowsley’.

Private Fostering
Private fostering is when a
child under the age of 16 is
cared for by someone other
than their parent or a close
relative for 28 days or more.
A teenager could live with their
boyfriend or girlfriend’s family, or
children could be living with a family
friend following a family crisis.
If this is the situation for your child,
you need to inform the council so that
support and advice is provided for
your child and their carer.
For further advice, please call
0151 443 2600.

Foster carers inspire art
These Kirkby C of E pupils,
pictured with Cllr Steff
O’Keeffe, showed off their
creativity when they put pen
to paper to help promote the
fantastic work that foster carers
do in our community.
Head Teacher Mair Hindmarsh
said,
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The children had some very
interesting conversations about
families and the role of foster
families in our communities. They
used those discussions to express
their thoughts about foster carers
and the experiences of children
in care into artwork, poems or
short stories. The results were
fantastic.

In focus

Hands on healing
for children with
complex needs
A complementary therapy course
which is transforming the lives
of families with children with
complex needs has places available
for eligible families.
Aromatouch is a practical course for
parents and carers using massage
and essential oils to help support the
physical and emotional health and
wellbeing of children with additional
needs.
Children who had previously rejected
touch are now able to enjoy massage
and cuddles with their siblings and
parents. Families also find their
children have improved sleep patterns,
better moods and that Aromatouch
can also help with pain relief. It has a

remarkable impact on children with
autism too.
Mandy Webster (pictured) recently
completed the council’s 12 week
Aromatouch course. Her eldest son,
Daniel, 12, has Angelman Syndrome, a
genetic disorder that affects the nervous
system and causes severe physical and
intellectual disability. Mandy said,

Daniel can become difficult on
both a physical and emotional
level, especially when he has not
slept well, which is often the case.
Aromatouch has helped to bring
feelings of calm and joy to our
home and family.

To find out more about the
Aromatouch course, or the Short
Breaks programme for families with
children with complex needs, contact
Danielle Hogan on 0151 443 5601.

Knowsley Velodrome & BMX Park
Knowsley Velodrome & BMX Park, based at Knowsley Leisure & Culture
Park, continues to go from strength to strength, and has now welcomed
over 16,000 visitors since it opened in 2011.
The park hosts regular club nights for
Knowsley BMX Club, a Friday night
track league and heats of the National
Youth Omnium League. Liverpool
Century Cycling Club has relocated
its club rooms to the park and holds a
weekly track night.
With a 400m velodrome and newly
refurbished BMX track that will host
the North Region Club Championships

on 25 September, there is something
for everyone, whether you are a keen
cyclist or a complete beginner. You
can also book a BMX party for groups
of up to 15.
The park is open seven days a week
and bikes and equipment are available
to hire. To find out more, visit
www.activeknowsley.com or
call 0151 443 2200.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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New app helps parents to get Sugar Smart
The council is backing a new campaign encouraging parents to manage their children’s sugar
intake with the help of a new app.
The ‘Sugar Smart’ app has been launched to show how much sugar there is in everyday food and drink. The free app
works by scanning the barcode of products and revealing the amount of total sugar it contains in cubes and grams.
The recommended maximum sugar intake for children aged five is 19 grams a day – that’s five sugar cubes.

Did you know?

A 43g chocolate bar
contains six cubes
of sugar

A 200ml juice drink
contains over five
cubes

There are nine
sugar cubes in a can
of cola

The easy to use app has been designed to help parents see exactly where the
sugar in their children’s diet is coming from and to help them make choices
about what to cut down on.
Visit www.nhs.uk/change4life to download the Sugar Smart app and for lots
of free support, tips, ideas and recipes.

Track your child’s swimming Be a lover not a fighter
progress through SwimTrack
Knowsley’s learn to swim
programme is a great way for your
child to learn to swim in a fun, safe
and modern environment. Now,
you can track your child’s progress
at every stage through our new
SwimTrack programme.
You can track their progress from week
to week and you can even send a direct
message to your child’s swimming
teacher to check on their progress or let
them know of any special requirements
your child may have.

If you would like to join the
programme, free taster sessions are
available at any of the borough’s
swimming pools - at Knowsley Leisure
& Culture Park, Halewood and Kirkby
leisure centres and Stockbridge Village
Neighbourhood Centre - where your
child will be assessed to ensure they
join the right lesson for their ability.
To find out more, visit
https://swimming.volair.org.uk/
or call 0151 443 2200.

Public Health across Merseyside,
Cheshire and Lancashire have
joined forces to launch their
latest domestic abuse campaign
– Be a lover not a fighter.

This year’s campaign highlights the
impact that domestic abuse has on
children - often the forgotten victim
of domestic abuse. They can see or
hear the abuse, see their parents’
injuries or distress afterwards or
could themselves be hurt as they
are nearby or try to stop it. For
many children, the emotional or
psychological scars can last a lifetime.
That’s why agencies
are working
together to raise
awareness of this
issue and help to
make it stop.
You can find out
more about the
campaign, and where to get
help, by visiting www.lovernotfighter.
org.uk. Further support is available
from the National Domestic Violence
helpline, available 24 hours a day and
calls are free, on 0808 2000 247.
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#KNOWSLEYTOUGHDECISIONS

Volunteers at the heart of
Children’s Centres success
Children’s Centres in Huyton have
become the first in the north of
England to gain the Investing in
Volunteers kitemark.
It recognises how well they support,
train and develop volunteers, helping
them to gain skills and experience
which could help them to secure paid
work or further education.
As well as being an excellent
opportunity, the volunteers play

an essential role in helping to
continue vital support to local
families.
Cllr Gary See, Cabinet Member
for Children’s Services, said,

As we try to continue to
meet local needs with much
less money to do so, it
makes absolute sense that
we invest what we do have
in local people through
volunteering.

CASE
STUDY:
Marianne Penny, Volunteer

Volunteer Marianne

says,

I wanted to build
up my
self-confidence so
I felt ‘work
ready’. The suppor
t you
get is fantastic. Ev
eryone
is friendly, suppor
tive and
accommodating.
I’ve also started st
udying
towards an A Leve
l that I hope
will enable me to
find work in
a field that I’m inte
rested in.
It’s important that
these
centres keep runn
ing and they
need volunteers to
do that.
Watch interviews wi
th Children’s
Centres volunteers
on Knowsley
Council’s
Channel.

Huyton’s Children’s

Centres celebrate Inv

esting in Volunteer

s award.

Working together to care for you better
Health and social care professionals across Knowsley are working together
to help people remain safely in their own home for longer.
The Better Care Fund is ensuring NHS Knowsley Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) works closely with the council’s social services to improve
and promote local services, so that people can access the right care at
the right time and avoid long stays in hospital.
Improvements include closer working with local nursing homes to
improve standards, as well as providing more information about
local services that will help residents stay fit and healthy, or knowing
which service to access when they are ill. Additional weekday GP
appointments will be available, helping people get a same day
appointment when needed.
Health professionals are also encouraging people to manage
their medicine - only ordering what they need when reordering
prescriptions.
The CCG is currently developing its Better Care Fund plans for
2016/17. Regular updates will be available on their website
www.knowsleyccg.nhs.uk
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Knowsley Apprentice
Don’t miss your chance to
become a Knowsley Apprentice.
Recruitment starts again this summer
and if you’re leaving school or looking
for full time work, the Knowsley
Apprentice could be for you.

engineering, childcare, education and
more. If you’re enthusiastic and willing
to learn, there could be an opportunity
for you.

As a Knowsley Apprentice you’re
offered a 12 month work placement
with training to NVQ level 3, while
earning a wage. You’re assigned a
mentor, alongside a personalised
support package, and you could even
secure a permanent position at the
end of your placement.

To find out more, email your name,
address, date of birth and the type
of work you’re interested in to
theknowsleyapprentice@knowsley.
gov.uk
Don’t forget to check www.knowsley.
gov.uk/apprentice for current
vacancies.

Knowsley Apprentice has helped
hundreds of young people into work
in areas including construction,

Relax and
unwind at
Treat your toes to a pedicure,
unwind with a full body
massage or glam up your look
with gorgeous gel nails at the
Spa Knowsley.
Whether you need to de-stress or
prepare for a big night out, the Spa
has something for you.
Situated upstairs at Knowsley
Leisure & Culture Park on Longview
Drive, Huyton, the Spa has a range
of treatments and pamper packages
to suit all budgets.
To see all the treatments and
current special offers visit
www.thespaknowsley.co.uk
or call 0151 443 2580.
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Supporting

carers in Knowsley
Carers provide support to others, but many carers don’t
know what support is available to them. That’s where
Knowsley Carers Centre can help! Based in Halewood,
Huyton and Kirkby, they provide a range of services
to support carers including counselling, advocacy,
benefits advice, holistic therapies and information
about social groups.
To find out how you can be supported in your role as
a carer, visit www.knowsleycarers.co.uk or call
0151 549 1412.

Green Knowsley

• NO PLASTI
C BAGS PL
EASE •
–

IN

YO U R

G R E Y

B IN

That’s the message appearing on Knowsley’s bin lorries
– part of a campaign aimed at encouraging residents to
put their recycling in the grey bin without bags.
Although we’re all still doing a great
job recycling in our grey and blue
bins, some of those efforts are being
wasted as householders are placing
recycling into plastic bags before
putting them in the grey bin.
Plastic bags can’t be recycled so
any recycling placed in plastic bags
could be rejected when it reaches the
recycling plant and end up in landfill.
So please place your items for
recycling – paper, card, glass bottles

–

and jars, tins and cans and plastic
bottles – loose into the grey bin.
Cllr Christina O’Hare, Cabinet
Member for Neighbourhoods said,

We have made great
improvements in our recycling
performance in recent years –
last year we recycled 37% of our
waste – and I would like to thank
residents for their great efforts.
But plastic bags are still
appearing in grey bins and are
the main reason recycling ends up
in landfill.
Recycling even more of our waste
will help us reduce the amount
of waste we send to landfill, and
importantly reduce the massive
amounts we pay on landfill taxes
every year.
The budget cuts the council is
experiencing means that any
money we’re able to save on
landfill taxes can be ploughed
into other much-needed services.

Have you made
the change to
real nappies?
Did you know that one baby’s
disposable nappies could fill 40
bin bags a year – and that you
could save £300 a year by using
washable nappies?
During Real Nappy Week, which
takes place between 18 and
24 April, the council will be
promoting the use of real nappies
to parents at Knowsley’s Children’s
Centres and nurseries.
For more information about real
nappies, call 0151 443 2400 or
visit the council’s website.

#KNOWSLEYTOUGHDECISIONS
Easter and May Bank Holiday
Waste Collections
The revised waste collections over the Easter
and May Bank Holidays are as follows:

Usual collection day:

We will collect your bins on:

Good Friday, 25 March 2016

No change

Monday, 28 March 2016

Saturday, 26 March 2016

Monday, 2 May 2016		

Saturday, 30 April 2016

Monday, 30 May 2016

Saturday, 28 May 2016

Remember: If you’re getting
the garden ready for spring,
your green waste – blue bin –
collection service has started up
again.
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Huyton

Club hosts
karate champs
Malvern Karate Club will
host sessions by some of the
top karate champions in the
world.
Thanks to funding from the
council’s small grants for health
and wellbeing, the club will stage
four special training sessions with
guest instructors including current
Kata World Champion Hisham
Saif and European Champion Joe
Rawcliffe.

three members joined the Karate
Union of Great Britain Squad
competing in the 2015 European
Shotokan Karate Championships,
when 17 year old Emily Hughes
picked up a silver medal and team
mate Aidan McLean, 16, won
bronze.

The sessions, which will take place
between February and October,
will help the club build on its
impressive track record. Last year

Formed in 1978, the club
runs classes in Knowsley and
surrounding areas and has more
than 100 members – including

Bowring Park Easter
Extravaganza
Hunt for chocolate treats at the
Bowring Park Easter Extravaganza.
The event on Saturday 26 March
features an Easter egg hunt, a
traditional mums versus dads egg and
spoon race, as well as prizes for the
best Easter bonnet.
There’s a £2 entry charge for the
extravaganza at Bowring Park Visitors’
Centre, which starts at 12 noon.

Another date for your diary
The 27th Annual General Meeting
of the Friends of Bowring Park is
on Saturday 23 April starting at
2pm. Members of the public are
welcome. For further information,
call 0151 428 1116.
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adults, families, teenagers and
children from the age of four.
Classes are held at Swanside
Community Centre and St
Margaret Mary’s Junior School
in Huyton and Halewood Leisure
Centre. To find out more, call
Chris on 07595 258345, email
malvernkarate@hotmail.co.uk,
visit www.malvernkarate.co.uk
or ‘Malvern Shotokan Karate
Club’ on Facebook.

War hero
receives medal

Ken with friends
(L-R) Mary
Waldron and
May Newman

Friends and family gathered to celebrate
the latest honour for wartime hero
91 year old Ken McKernan from Huyton.

Ken has been awarded a National
Order of Legion of Honour medal
from the French Government for
his part in the liberation of France
in World War II. While the award is
usually restricted to French nationals,
foreign nationals who have served
France may also receive the honour.
Ken was 19 years old when
he landed with the
British and Canadian
Forces on Juno Beach
in 1944. He fought
in France, Belgium
and Holland and
was involved in the
Battle of the Bulge
in the Ardennes, and
Operation Market
Garden in Holland.

Ken has been awarded several medals
including the Victory Medal, the
Service Medal and 1939-1945 Star.

Contact us
You can ring or email the Huyton
team to tell us about incidents of anti-social
behaviour, litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
Telephone: 0151 443 3047
Email: tommy.dunn@knowsley.gov.uk

Your neighbourhood

Kirkby

Money advice sessions
Free sessions offering advice on benefits and money matters
are now being held at Northwood Community Centre.
The sessions take place on Wednesdays from 1pm to 4.30pm and
Thursdays from 10am to 1.30pm. You can either drop in on the day or
ring 0151 548 4924 to book an appointment. Alternatively, you can
email the team at tascommunities@outlook.co.uk

Ignite your
life!

Big local event in
Northwood
‘Have fun and be safe’ was the
message at the latest Northwood
Family Fun day at Northwood
Community Centre last month.

Are you looking to try something
new, meet new people and boost
your wellbeing? Then Wellbeing
Enterprises may have the answer.
The award-winning social enterprise
is keen to work with individuals, local
groups and organisations to run free
workshops and activities ranging from
one day events to eight week courses.
The sessions provide people with
simple ways to improve their
health and wellbeing using fun and
practical activities. Courses including
‘Mindfulness’ and ‘Stress Less’ have
already been run at Southdene
Community Centre and other venues
across Knowsley.
If your community group is interested
in hosting a course – or if you want

to find out if there’s a workshop near
you - contact Rachael on
01928 589799 or visit
www.wellbeingenterprises.org.uk

There was lots of helpful information
on offer from health visitors,
community cooks as well as road
safety advice from the police.
Younger visitors were entertained
with face painting and games.

Everton in the community
Local 14 to 19 year olds can sharpen their soccer skills by
joining the Everton in the Community football sessions at
Kirkby Leisure Centre and Towerhill Community Centre.
Young people attending both sessions have the chance
to represent Everton in Kicks tournaments against other
Premier League and Championship football clubs, as well
as other local competitions.
Sessions at Kirkby Leisure Centre are 6pm to 8pm on Wednesdays and Towerhill
7pm to 9pm on Thursdays. New members can turn up on the night to join in.

New lease of life for fountain
A popular feature from the former One Stop Shop in Kirkby has
found a new home.
The cascading water fountain is being installed at the front of Bluebell
Park School to create a multi-sensory attraction for pupils, teachers and
visitors alike.
Bluebell School Head Teacher, John Parkes, said,
We were delighted to be offered the water feature. We’re
always on the lookout for new multi-sensory attractions to
stimulate and interest our pupils, and this fits the bill perfectly.

Contact us
You can ring or email the Kirkby
team to tell us about incidents of
anti-social behaviour, litter problems
or anything else you think we could
help sort out.
Telephone: 0151 443 4609
Email: jeff.sayers@knowsley.gov.uk
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Your neighbourhood

Halewood

Everton VIP visit
Everton’s Finch Farm training ground in
Halewood has welcomed two special guests.
Microsoft founder Bill Gates and Chancellor of the
Exchequer George Osborne visited the ground to
lend their support to a campaign encouraging people
across the UK to sign up for this year’s Sport Relief,
which takes place on 18 to 20 March.
During the visit, the pair met Everton manager
Roberto Martinez and players Phil Jagielka, Tim
Howard and Arouna Koné as they joined an exclusive

Roberto Martinez

International
Women’s Day comes
to Halewood

Gain a nationally recognised computer
qualification in just 20 weeks.

The free sessions are just two and
half hours a week and run in small,
friendly and informal groups. No
previous experience is needed and all
are welcome. There are even three

Charity boost at
Stock Exchange

week taster sessions to see if the
course suits you.
To find out more, call Cathy on 0151
443 2052 or Doug on 07925 369899.
Classes are also available at Huyton
and Prescot libraries.

Marc at the London Sto

ck Exchange

Halewood man Marc Powell was invited to open the
London Stock Exchange for the first day of trading of 2016.

He was representing the Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) which
has joined forces with the stock exchange to encourage businesses to employ
partially sighted and blind people, as well as encouraging donations to the
charity.
Marc, Corporate Partnerships Officer with the RNIB, is partially sighted and
was a member of the GB Judo team at the 2012 Paralympic Games. He said,
I was delighted to be given the opportunity of opening
the first day of trading and encouraging a closer relationship
between the RNIB and leading businesses.

26

www.knowsley.gov.uk

to Finch Farm

training session with Everton Academy players to raise
awareness of global efforts to tackle malaria.

Computer classes for adults
Classes covering email, word
processing and the internet leading
to a qualification (ICT functional skills
entry level three) are being held at the
Mackets Education Centre on Arncliffe
Road and at Halewood Academy.

welcomes Bill Gates

More than 100 local women
attended an event at Torrington
Drive Community Centre held to
mark International Women’s Day
this month.
There was something for everyone at
the event which featured treatments
aimed at boosting women’s physical,
mental and spiritual wellbeing,
as well as providing information
about training and employment
opportunities and childcare services.
Local therapists offered free holistic
treatments including Indian head
massage, reiki, reflexology, and
students from Knowsley Community
College provided beauty
and hair treatments.

Contact us
You can ring or email the Halewood team
to tell us about incidents of anti-social
behaviour, litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
Telephone: 0151 443 5106
Email: john.mashford@knowsley.gov.uk

Your neighbourhood

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village

New pavilion for Prescot Park
Visitors to Eaton Street Park in
Prescot will be bowled over by a
new £68,000 community pavilion,
which will be a welcome addition
for local bowlers and provide a base
for community events.

The pavilion should be available for
bookings from next month (April).
For further information, bookings or
if you’re interested in forming a new
bowling club, call Prescot Town Council
on 0151 426 3933.

The pavilion has been funded by the
Ibstock Cory Environmental Trust, Cory
Environmental Trust in Britain, Prescot
Town Council and Knowsley Council.

Prescot Primary wins ‘Apple’ award

A taste of paradise in Whiston

Prescot Primary School is the first school in Knowsley to be
recognised as an Apple Distinguished School for 2015-2017.

Allotment holders
at Paradise
Allotments in
Whiston have
raised over
£12,000 over
the last four years to create the
community allotments. Visitors are
welcome, although there is a waiting
list for plots. For further information,
email admin@paradise-lanecommunity-gardens.co.uk

The accolade – which recognises
innovation, leadership, and
educational excellence - has seen the
introduction of iPods and iPads into
the classroom.

Steve George, Head Teacher at Prescot
Primary School, said,

Becoming an Apple
Distinguished School will
enable the school to further
develop its use of learning
technologies, as well as
exchanging best practice with
other schools, both within
Knowsley and across the
country.

Free breakdance and multi-media youth sessions
Children and young people from Whiston
and Prescot have been ‘Breaking the Mould’
by getting involved in free breakdancing
sessions. The weekly sessions have been
taking place in the community space located
in the Tesco store. The success of the free
classes, which have seen youngsters enter
a North West breakdancing competition,
has led to the launch of new video and
photography sessions.
The sessions, run by Family Voices, take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays:

Tuesdays: Breakdancing: 5.30pm – 6.30pm and Breakdancing/
Multi-media: 6.30pm – 7.30pm (both for seven years plus)
Thursdays: Junior Breakdancing: 4.45pm – 5.30pm (four to eight
year olds)
To book on the sessions, call Family Voices on 0151 443 4562.

New library for Whiston
Willis Primary School
A revamped new library is proving
popular with pupils at Whiston
Willis Primary. The bright, colourful
and inviting library was officially
opened by writer Anne Dalton.
The library is part of the school’s
ongoing commitment to reading,
which saw 100% of Year 6 children
meet or exceed their expected
level last year. Watch pupils at
Whiston Willis give their verdict on
the new library at www.youtube.
com/knowsleycouncil

Contact us
You can ring or email the Prescot, Whiston,
Cronton and Knowsley Village team to tell
us about incidents of anti-social behaviour,
litter problems or anything else you think
we could help sort out.
Telephone: 0151 443 5106
Email: john.mashford@knowsley.gov.uk
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March 2016 to June 2016

What’s on
Events
Weekly during
term time
(under 5s)

Words &
pictures

Kirkby Library
- Fridays
2pm to 3pm,
Stockbridge
Village Library - Tuesdays 2pm to 3pm,
Halewood Library - Mondays 10.15am to
11.15am, Prescot Library - Fridays 10.30am to
11.30am, Huyton Library - Thursdays 10.15am
to 11.15am
Story and rhyme sessions for pre-school children.
Free
Contact your local Knowsley library for
further information
Weekly during
term time

After
School
Library
Activities

Kirkby Library
- Tuesdays
3.30pm to
4.30pm, Stockbridge Village Library - Mondays
3.15pm to 4.15pm, Halewood Library Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm,
Prescot Library - Mondays 3.30pm to 4.30pm,
Huyton Library - Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm
Story and craft sessions for all ages (under 8s must
be accompanied by an adult).
Free
Contact your local Knowsley library for
further information
Every first Saturday of the month

Family First Saturdays

Prescot Centre Activity Room
12.30pm to 3pm
A fun, make-and-take workshop exploring different
themes every first Saturday of the month.
Free, drop-in sessions with no need to book
Contact: Tina Ball on 0151 443 5617 or
email tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Mondays

Knitting and Crochet at
Vee’s Place

Kemble Street, Prescot
6pm - 8pm
If you have your own needles and crochet hooks,
please bring along.
Free
Contact: Lyndsey-Jane Kevan on
07773 575 856 or email
Lyndsey-Jane.Kevan@knowsley.gov.uk
Thursdays

Book at
Breakfast

Prescot Library
10am to 11.30am
A social group for
people living with
dementia and their
family / carers. Come along and enjoy being read
to while you have a cuppa and a piece of cake.
Free
Contact: Helen Wilson on 07807 106693 or
helenwilson@thereader.org.uk
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Book Break

Halewood Centre Wednesdays 1.30pm to 3pm
(group meets at reception from 1.15pm)
and Craig’s Community Centre Tuesdays
1pm to 2.30pm
Meet new people and relax while listening to
a good story. Tea and cake included!
Free
Contact: Helen Wilson on 07807 106693 or
helenwilson@thereader.org.uk
Ongoing until
7 May

‘New
Worlds’

Kirkby Gallery
‘New Worlds’
takes its
inspiration from
the era that Kirkby as a New Town was built
in the 1960s. This was an exciting period in time
for town planning and local building projects, as
it set out idealised visions on how people should
live, play and travel around the town in which they

live, informed by the physical architecture and
geography around them.
Gallery opening times: Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm (closed 12.30pm to 1pm
for lunch). Saturday - 10am to 1pm
Contact: Tina Ball on 0151 443 5617 or
email tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk
Ongoing until
14 May

Leslie
Briggs
‘Faces and
Places’
exhibition

Huyton Gallery
As a local artist, this exhibition of
work shows a wide range of paintings exploring
places and faces that feature in Les’s life.
Opening times are Mondays, Tuesdays &
Fridays - 10am to 5pm, Wednesdays - closed,
Thursdays - 10am to 1pm, Saturdays 10am to 1pm.
Contact: Tina Ball on 0151 443 5617 or email
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk
Friday 18 March

Prescot Race Night

Prescot Town Hall
7pm
Back by popular demand! Come
and join Willowbrook Hospice at
Prescot Town Hall for A Night at The Races.
Tickets cost just £5.
To find out more, or to purchase your tickets,
call 0151 493 8736
Saturday 19 March

What if in the future…

Prescot (location TBC)
1pm - 3pm
“What if in the future…” is a piece of heritage
community performance to celebrate all Prescot
was, is and could be. This performance is in
collaboration with Prescot Townscape Heritage
Initiative, LIPA, Knowsley Community College,
St Mary and St Paul’s Primary School and feedback
and research from local community groups.
Contact: Lyndsey-Jane Kevan on
07773 575 856 or email
Lyndsey-Jane.Kevan@knowsley.gov.uk

Meetings in Knowsley
Council
Wednesday 9 March, 6pm (Budget meeting)
Wednesday 23 March, 6pm

Adult and Children’s Wellbeing Cabinet
Committee
Thursday 5 April, 5pm

Overview and Scrutiny Board
Monday 7 March, 5pm
Monday 11 April, 5pm

Cabinet
Wednesday 6 April, 2pm

Planning Committee
Thursday 17 March, 6pm
Thursday 14 April, 4pm

Health and Wellbeing Board
Thursday 31 March, 1:30pm

Finance and Governance Cabinet
Committee
Tuesday 29 March, 4pm
Public Health and Neighbourhoods
Cabinet Committee
Monday 4 April, 4pm
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Appeals Committee
Tuesday 5 April, 10am
Licensing Committee
Thursday 10 March, 4pm
Governance and Audit Committee
Tuesday 12 April, 4pm

Please note that the times and dates of these
meetings are subject to change. Please check our
website for details.

What’s on

Saturday 19 March

Thursday 7 April

Sport Relief Mile

Easter Event
and archery

Court Hey Park
10am start
Come and walk, run, skip or
jump the Sports Relief mile in
Court Hey Park.
£2 entry charge.
For more information contact the Ranger on
0151 443 3114 or 07771 550843
Saturday 19 March

American Wrestling

Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
7.30pm
The spectacular live American Wrestling show
is back by popular
demand.
For all the family,
this action packed
show provides two
hours of non-stop
entertainment, a
must for anyone who
is a wrestling fan!
Tickets £10 Adults,
£8 Concessions /
Children, Family
ticket £34 (2 Adults /
2 Children).
To book tickets phone 0151 443 2575 / 2200
or call in to Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
or book online www.knowsley.gov.uk/tickets
(booking fee applies)
Throughout 2016

National Wildflower Centre

Entrance to the National Wildflower centre is free
for Knowsley residents. Just bring proof of address
to claim your annual pass.

Archery Session

Court Hey Park
12 noon to 3pm
Come and join
The Friends of Court
Hey Park for some
Easter fun with
crafts, Easter egg
hunt and Bridgefield
Archers for some archery sessions.
For more information contact the Ranger on
0151 443 3114 or 07771 550843

Court Hey Park
12 to 3pm
Come and join Bridgefield
Archers for some archery
sessions and the friends of
Court Hey Park
for some crafts.
For more information contact the Ranger on
0151 443 3114 or 07771 550843
Saturday 4 June

Prescot
Elizabethan Fayre

Prescot Town Centre &
Prescot Parish Church
10am to 3pm
The town will recreate its
famous Tudor May fayres
with medieval music, theatre,
dance, arts, crafts, archery
and more!
Free admission
To have a stall at the fayre call 0151 443 5749
or email carla.simkin@knowsley.gov.uk

Saturday 9 April

Rapunzel UK Premier

Knowsley Leisure
& Culture Park
2.30pm
An exciting musical
perfect for all the
family from the
creators of the hit
TV show ‘Friends’.
It has all the charm
you’d expect from
the minds that have
been making the
world laugh non-stop for
more than two decades.
Tickets £10 Adults, £8 Concessions / Children,
Family ticket £34 (2 Adults / 2 Children).
To book tickets phone 0151 443 2575 / 2200
or call in to Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
or book online www.knowsley.gov.uk/tickets
(booking fee applies)
Thursday 2 June

First Saturday of the month
2 April, 7 May, 4 June

Prescot Producers’ Market

9am - 2pm
Eccleston Street
Buy the best goods from local farmers, bakeries
and businesses.
First Saturday of the month
2 April, 7 May, 4 June

Prescot Arts & Craft Fair

9am - 4.30pm
Prescot Shopping Centre
An array of unique goods to buy including cakes,
handmade glass and wood items, candles and
soaps and speciality teas and coffees.

Useful numbers
Benefits (housing and council tax)
0151 443 4042
Births/deaths/marriages

0151 443 2900

Building control/dangerous trees
0151 443 2380 / 2381
Bulky household waste service
0151 443 2400
Business rates

0151 443 4069

Business services
0151 477 4000
(advice, funding, recruitment and training)
Car parking enquiries

0151 443 3100

Childcare Information Service 0800 085 2022
Citizens Advice Knowsley

0344 826 9694

Complaints and compliments
0151 443 4031
Consumer advice/Trading Standards
08454 040506
Council Tax

0151 443 4476

Council Tax and Benefits Fraud
Hotline
0800 0730 532

Crimestoppers

0800 555 111

Education general enquiries 0151 443 3232

0151 443 2400

Planning enquiries 0151 443 2381 / 2380
Refuse collection

0151 443 2400

Highways (including emergencies)
0800 023 2334

School attendance service

0151 443 5147

Housing Options (homelessness)
0800 694 0280

School bus pass

0151 443 2500

Social services

0151 443 2600

Fire/police/ambulance

Job vacancies

(emergency) 999

Pest control

0151 443 3434

Knowsley Community Messaging
0151 443 2498
Knowsley Council (general enquiries)
0151 489 6000
Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) general
enquiries
0151 290 7000

Social services out of hours emergency
07659 590081
Street lighting

0151 443 3100

Traffic signal faults

0151 443 2349

For more information visit the Knowsley Council
website or email
customerservice@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) housing repairs
0500 969694
Merseyside Fire and Rescue Switchboard
0151 296 4000
Merseyside Police Switchboard
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NHS 111 Service
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Contact the
council online
It’s free, quick, easier and is available
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

You can ...
Find it
Pay for it
Report it or
Apply for it
Discover what you can do online today by visiting
www.knowsley.gov.uk or download the
Knowsley Council app for free from the App Store,
Google Play or Windows Store.

