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Are you sitting
comfortably?
Fantastic new thrones wing their way in to Kirkby
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News

Welcome to the latest edition of

In this bumper edition, you’ll find all you need to
know to help you through the festivities.

F

rom where to recycle your
Christmas tree and help with
Christmas credit through to staying
warm and well and festive events taking
place - all you need to know, can be
found on pages 14 to 17. In addition,
you can check out our festive opening
hours below.

We have recently been celebrating the
wealth of talent we have here in the
borough - recognising photographic
talent, sports and cultural heroes, our
good neighbours, and our successful
Working Well programme which has
scooped a national award. Find out
more on pages 4 and 5.

I was delighted to confirm our plans to
develop Kirkby town centre are now
back on track with St Modwen investing
£36m in the town centre. This is fantastic
news and further details can be found on
pages 12 and 13.

Plus, there are features on the benefits
of being online, the impressive new
footbridge across the M62, completion
of our streetlighting programme and

Dexter - our new recruit in Hope Primary
School. We also have the latest business
news in the borough, local news on our
neigbhourhood pages, plus our What’s
On guide.
I hope you enjoy this festive edition and
I’d like to wish you and your families a
happy Christmas and New Year.

Cllr Andy Moorhead
Leader of Knowsley Council

Christmas and New Year opening
You can access a wide range of our customer services throughout the Christmas and New Year period via the
Knowsley Council app or our website at www.knowsley.gov.uk. The Knowsley Council app can be downloaded
from App Store, Windows Store or Google Play.
However, please note that our One Stop Shop, Contact Centre and Register Office opening times will vary over
the festive period.
Normal working hours will apply up to and including Wednesday, 23 December and will resume on
Monday, 4 January. In between those dates, the opening hours are:

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Boxing Day
Sunday, 27 December
Monday, 28 December
Tuesday, 29 December
Wednesday, 30 December
New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day
Saturday, 2 January
Sunday, 3 January

One Stop Shops

Contact Centre

Register Office

Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
9am-5pm
9am-5pm
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed

Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
9am-5pm
9am-5pm
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed

9am-12pm
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
9am-5pm
9am-5pm
9am-1pm
Closed
Closed
Closed

For ceremony availability at the Register Office over the Christmas and New Year period,
please ring 0151 443 2900.
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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What’s hot

One year on
Mike Harden was appointed as Knowsley Council’s Chief Executive just
over a year ago. We interviewed him at that time to find out a little bit
more about him and also about his priorities over the coming year.
We’ve returned to see where things are one year on . . . . .

How have you
progressed your
priorities?
Priority 1: Finding a new
developer who will help
us to achieve our vision for
Kirkby town centre.
It was really great news to secure
a new developer for Kirkby and
St Modwen is now in place.
Attracting a new developer
so quickly was a huge vote of
confidence in Kirkby and the result
of a lot of hard work which started
immediately after Tesco decided
not to proceed (pages 12 and 13
have more details about this news).

Priority 2: Coping with the
savings targets arising from
the Government’s cuts to
our funding and needing to
balance the 2015/16 budget.
I’m also pleased to say that we
balanced our budget for 2015/16,
because the alternative was for
the council to “go bust”. But I
can’t pretend to be pleased with
some of the things we have had
to do to balance it. Following the
General Election earlier this year,
the Government has continued
to cut our funding drastically
and we have had to review all of
our services (service delivery and
our staffing), and find different
ways of generating income and
delivering our services, including
social enterprises, co-operatives
and community involvement.
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We couldn’t have managed this
without the support of our staff
and our residents. I wish that was
the end of the cuts, but we know
that we will face further budget
challenges in 2017 and beyond.

Priority 3: Improving our
Children’s and Adults’ Social
Care services so that we can
protect our most vulnerable
residents.
It is well known that our Children’s
Services were struggling 18 months
ago and they have been subject
to regular independent reviews
and assessments since then.
Again, a huge amount of hard
work has gone into improving
things. We have recently received
feedback from the Minister of
Children’s Services who confirmed
that we have made considerable
improvements. Our performance in
some areas is now comparable with
“good” or “outstanding” councils,
and, while nobody can afford to
be complacent, I’m really pleased
with the improvements we have
delivered.
And there are changes in Adult
Social Care too with changes to
legislation (most notably the Care
Act 2014) and the establishment
of the Better Care Fund. Earlier
this year, we launched a three
year modernisation programme
to deliver value for money,
higher quality services, and better
relationships with our communities
and service users. Our residents
will be more empowered, have
their dignity protected, and have
their quality of life enhanced.

People will also have greater choice
and control over which services
they use and how those services
are accessed. Our programme is
progressing well and is on target.

How have you found
the last 12 months?
It’s gone really quickly. The job
is hugely challenging, and often
exhausting but I’m really proud of
the job we are doing in the face of
a very difficult national agenda.

What’s coming
up next?
We will be working with
St Modwen to bring forward
detailed regeneration plans for
Kirkby as soon as possible, and
our social care improvement will
continue to be a priority.
We know that we face yet more
Government funding cuts so we are
in the unfortunate position of once
again having to identify how we
can make further savings.
From a Liverpool City Region
perspective, at the time of writing
this, we are in negotiations with
the Government on a devolution
deal for the Liverpool City Region.
This would mean that decisionmaking and funding would be
transferred from London to our
City Region. Given the cuts we are
facing, we are best placed to say
how the funding we do receive
should be used to benefit local
residents and businesses.

What’s hot

New impressive

gateway

bridge open

The new Greystone footbridge over the M62 is now open.
The eye-catching, modern bridge
provides an impressive new gateway
to Knowsley as well as providing
pedestrian and cyclist facilities which
link the communities on either side of
the motorway. Most importantly it will
be used by more than 400 people a day.
The evening illuminations add to the
dramatic and striking effect of this
imposing new structure, creating a
real sense of arrival to the borough
as visitors pass through this new local
landmark.

The old bridge, known locally as the
‘sausage bridge’, was demolished in
August. It took 19 workers 12 hours
to demolish and a further 32 hours to
remove the 100 tonnes of steel and
1,100 tonnes of rubble.
The installation of the new bridge took
more than 20,000 man hours, 100
tonnes of steel and 200 cubic metres of
reinforced concrete.

This is the third year that the council
has taken part in the National Highway
and Transportation Satisfaction Survey
and its ranking has improved year on
year. This year it has been ranked first

You can watch time lapse footage of
the demolition of the old bridge and
the installation of the new bridge on
the council’s YouTube channel. You can
also view photos on the council’s Flickr
account.

Year 6 pupils from Malvern Primary
School in Huyton have helped design

Knowsley ranked
first in National
Highways and
Transport Survey
Knowsley Council has been recognised
as the Best Overall Performer for its
Highways and Transportation Service in
a National Public Satisfaction Survey.

artwork that will feature at the entrance
of the new bridge. Many of the pupils
use the bridge on their journeys to and
from school.

knowsley

RANKED

1 st

and recognised as the best performing
nationally across the 87 participating
authorities.
Most importantly, the results are based
on the views of Knowsley residents who
were randomly selected to take part in
the survey earlier this year. The survey
considers the wide variety of highway
and transportation services that the
council provides.

A5300 scheme
Motorists using the A5300
Knowsley Expressway/A562 have
commented on the positive impact
the improvements have had to their
journey time and reliability. Given
the success of the improvements,
it is proposed as part of the
Liverpool City Region Growth Plan
to extend the improvements at this
key strategic City Region route to
encourage further economic growth
in the area. The new works will
address congestion, reduce queuing
and build in future capacity at this
important junction. Work on the
A5300 Access to Opportunities
scheme is due to commence in
January 2016.
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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What’s hot

Knowsley win
Alan Swift

We all know that Knowsley is full of talented people.
These pages show just some of their achievements.

Photographers capture favourite spaces
A photography competition that asked people in Knowsley to
capture images of ‘spaces’ that make them feel good attracted
hundreds of fantastic entries.
The ‘Spaces’ competition, run by
the council Public Health team,
challenged people to submit their
images of places that inspired them
to meet up, think or learn as part
of a focus on a healthier, happier
Knowsley.

Chris White

With more than 250 high quality
entries, the judges had a tough
time choosing the winners!
Winning entries in the adult
categories were:
John McLou

ghlin

‘Northwood Forest Hills Pond
in Kirkby’
by Chris White (Spaces to Think)
‘Damsel in Distress’
by Alan Swift (Spaces to Learn)

Stephen Brown

‘Light and Dark’
by William Baker (Spaces to Meet)
In the under 18s categories the
winners were:
‘A Place to Think’
by Stephen Brown (Spaces to
Think)
‘Grandad’s Garden’
by John McLoughlin (Spaces to
Learn)
‘Elve’s Safehouse’
by Liam (Spaces to Meet)
You can see all the entries online
at www.flickr.com/groups
knowsleyspaces and the winning
entries will go on display in the
Kirkby Centre soon.

Celebrating Good Neighbours
The stars of Knowsley’s communities were recognised for going out of their way to help others in this
year’s Good Neighbours in Knowsley Awards.
This year, over 100 nominations
were received for people who have
made a significant difference to the
lives of their neighbours or local
community.
Jimmy Gallagher was named the
borough winner. He also won
the Kirkby area award. Jimmy
ran the Pingwood Art Group,
formed over a decade ago, where
he never failed to lift everyone’s
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spirits and send them home with
a smile. He ran regular events and
arranged cultural outings for group
members. Jimmy passed away
recently and his posthumous award
was received by his family.
Jimmy Gallagher’s family
accept his Award

Pat Gallagher, Jimmy’s wife
said,
Jimmy would have been
thrilled and honoured to
receive the Good Neighbours in
Knowsley Award and we feel
very proud to know he was
held in such high esteem by his
friends and colleagues.

What’s hot

ners
Royal Society for
Public Health Award
Knowsley Chamber of Commerce
has scooped a national award - the
Royal Society for Public Health’s
Health & Wellbeing Award 2015
– for its Working
Well programme.
The programme
is delivered in
partnership with
Knowsley Council
and so far, over
600 businesses
have taken part to improve the
health and wellbeing of their
staff. In return for participating,
local businesses get access to a
whole host of support and services
such as setting up a tax-free cycle
purchase scheme, access to the
stop-smoking service, corporate
gym membership and access
to Activity for Life, Knowsley’s
exercise referral scheme.

Sporting and cultural
talents celebrated
The sporting and cultural achievements of people in Knowsley
were recognised at an awards evening in October.
The Knowsley Sports and Cultural
Awards honoured those whose
achievements had inspired others,
or who work tirelessly to support
sports and culture in the borough.
A Lifetime Achievement Award
went to Paul Cronin, former Head
Teacher at St Laurence’s Primary in
Kirkby, for his work in promoting
school sports during his career.
Other winners included volunteers,
coaches, junior achievers, school
sports teams, sports clubs and
people who’ve fought back from
illness.

The awards took place at Knowsley
Leisure & Culture Park and
were presented by Radio City’s
Steve Hothersall with VIP guest
Roy Evans, former Liverpool FC
manager.
The award winners can be found
on the council’s Flickr page www.flickr.com/knowsleycouncil

To find out more about the
programme, or how it can benefit
your business and staff, call
0151 443 4723 or email info@
knowsleychamber.org.uk

Harry Molyneux - Prescot,
Whiston, Cronton and
Knowsley Village Winner

The winners at the 2015
awards were:
Jean Smith - Huyton
Harry Molyneux - Prescot,
Whiston, Cronton and
Knowsley Village
Jimmy ‘Hattie’ Gallagher - Kirkby
Ann Farrell - Halewood
Borough Winner - Jimmy
‘Hattie’ Gallagher

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Have you discovered
what you can do online?
Knowsley Council is encouraging residents to contact the council online
for a range of issues from reporting litter and dog fouling, searching
the latest job vacancies or paying for your council tax or planning
applications.
As well as the website, the Knowsley Council app, launched earlier this year,
is being developed to enable you to do more on the go. Latest developments
include submitting a compliment or complaint, reporting abandoned vehicles
and checking your bin collection dates in the ‘My Neighbourhood’ pages of the
website. If you haven’t already, you can download the app for FREE from the App
Store, Windows Store or Google Play.
Staff in each of the council’s One Stop Shops are also on-hand to offer practical
help and talk people through the online process. Information is also available
on a range of courses that are available throughout the borough, many free of
charge, which will help residents to learn or enhance their digital skills.
The courses are run through the Family and Community Education service
- call 0151 443 2026 for more information.
Contacting the council online has a number of benefits - it is quick, free, there are no
queues and you can contact us at a time, date and location to suit you! In addition,
being online opens up other opportunities, including taking advantage of online
discounts (including fuel tariffs and online shopping), shopping from the comfort of
your own home and being able to keep in touch with family and friends at the touch
of a button through social media sites including Facebook, Twitter and Skype.
Cllr Bill Weightman, Cabinet Member for Finance and Governance said,

Being online has lots of benefits, from the convenience and money
saving aspect, but it also opens up social opportunities with friends and
family as well as carrying out job searches and applying for jobs.

Further funding cuts
ahead
Leader of Knowsley Council,
Cllr Andy Moorhead, has started
a blog as a way of keeping you
informed about what’s happening
locally.
You can find Cllr Moorhead’s blog at
www.cllrmoorheadblog.co.uk
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Following the Comprehensive
Spending Review last month, the
Government has set out plans to
further reduce the grant it gives to
councils to provide key services.

will generate essential income for the
council, this won’t happen overnight.

Knowsley Council will again be one of
the hardest hit authorities with over
£30m of savings to be made over the
next two years. Whilst we have exciting
plans to attract more residents and
businesses into the borough, which

Unfortunately, the scale and speed
of the Government funding cuts will
mean the council has to make cuts in its
services. The council’s Cabinet is due to
consider it’s savings options for 2015/16
on 16 December 2015.

What’s hot

Street lighting project success
SSE Contracting (SSEC) is coming to the end of a four year,
multi-million pound street lighting and traffic sign improvement
programme for Knowsley.
The project started in 2011 and was
a major investment into the borough.
During the last four years, every street
has been reviewed and lighting has
been replaced with the latest energy
efficient technology. Columns that did
not need replacing also received an
upgrade in order to provide consistent
lighting standards for all residents
and businesses.
Our streets are now lit using new
‘white’ light equipment that improves
community safety by allowing better
visibility and ensures the colour of
vehicles and clothing can be seen
during hours of darkness. Also, new
remote monitoring technology allows
us to detect and respond to faults more
quickly.

The project has delivered significant
energy savings with a reduction in
energy consumption of over
three million kWh of electricity.
The amount of energy we
have saved in the last four
years could power the
Blackpool illuminations for
nearly a decade! This has
helped the council to reduce
its carbon emissions and fuel
bills.

Replaced or upgraded as
part of the programme

19,451
street lampposts

5,294
signs, bollards &
belisha beacons

SSEC will continue to
manage and maintain the
lighting and street signs for
the next 21 years.

New wards for
2016 elections
Every household in the borough
will receive a letter early in the
new year, explaining how you
will be affected by new ward
arrangements which will take
effect at the local elections in
May 2016.
This follows the council’s proposals,
now approved by the Local
Government Boundary Commission
for England, to reduce the number
of wards in Knowsley from 21 to 15
and the number of councillors from
63 to 45.
All 45 council seats will be up for
election in May 2016, meaning you

will be voting for three councillors
to represent your local ward.
These changes may also mean that
your household now sits in a new
electoral ward and you may have
a new polling station. Our letter to
you will explain any such changes.
You can look at the new ward
arrangements online at https://
consultation.lgbce.org.uk/
node/3670
Remember, in order to vote, you
need to be on the electoral register.
If you are not already registered, it
only takes a few minutes to sign up
online at www.gov.uk/register-tovote

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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New eBooks service launched
Knowsley Library Service has
launched a new, free eBook
service which offers a wide
range of fiction and non-fiction
titles, enabling you to read
books online or download them
onto your computer, eBook
reader, tablet or smartphone.

You can read online eBooks
anytime, anywhere with internet
access, or you can check out up to
two downloadable eBooks for up
to 14 days. They can be renewed
but otherwise the download expires
after 14 days, so eBooks never get
overdue!

Any Knowsley library member can
access eBooks - all you need is your
library card number and PIN. If
you’re not already a member it’s
really easy to join online or at your
local library.
To find out more, visit the council’s
website (search online library) or call
into your local library.

Knowsley
Writing
Competition
2016
Entries are open for the annual
Knowsley Writing Competition.
This year, the theme is a poem
or short story inspired by a piece
of music. Young people and
adults who live, work or study in
Knowsley can enter.
Entries can me made online via the
council’s website, emailed to
writing@knowsley.gov.uk or forms
are available from any Knowsley library.
Free writing masterclasses, led by local
writer and performance poet, Sarah
Maclennan, are available too.
The closing date is Friday,
19 February 2016.
Full details of the
competition and
workshops are
available on
the council’s
website

Adult reading challenge
Adults are invited to
take part in Reading
Ahead. You can sign up
any time and have until
16 September 2016 to
complete the challenge.
The Library Service will
give you a free reading
diary and support through
our library drop-in sessions.
You can do the challenge as an
individual or as part of a course,
study group or work team. The Library
Service can provide an exciting collection of books for
groups to share and exchange - contact Tracey Collins
on 0151 443 2679 for more information.
You can really read anything you like to
complete the challenge - newspapers, magazines,
novels, non-fiction, poems, plays, websites,
eBooks and more. If you are a parent, you can
even count books you read with your children!
When you complete the challenge you can enter
a national prize draw for a trip to London and
there’s a special Knowsley Prize Draw too.
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New homes for
North Huyton
Building work has started on new homes in North Huyton.
The 330 new homes will be built on
two different sites on Princess Drive
and Woolfall Heath Avenue as part of
the North Huyton Revive Regeneration
programme.
Revive was established in 2005 as
a collaboration between Knowsley
Council, Knowsley Housing Trust and
North Huyton Communities Future
(formerly known as North Huyton
NDC).
The programme aimed to build at least
1,450 new homes in the area to provide
a wider choice of housing, to increase

home ownership in the area, retain
local people and to attract
new families.
Building work has continued, even
during the days of the housing
recession, and the 400th property
will soon be complete.
The new homes are being built by
Keepmoat and Gleeson homes.
The Keepmoat sales suite is open on
Princess Drive and the Gleeson show
homes will be open in May 2016.
The first new properties are expected
to be ready in January 2016.

Living
Wage for
all council
staff
In October, Knowsley
Council implemented the
Living Wage, meaning that
around 700 of its lower-paid
employees received a pay rise.
This means that all employees, including
Apprentices, will earn a minimum
of £7.85 an hour. This rate is set
independently, and reviewed annually,
by the Living Wage Foundation and is
calculated according to the basic cost of
living in the UK.
The Government’s National Living
Wage, which comes into effect in April
2016, is set at £7.20 and is only paid
to employees aged 25 and over. The
council will be paying its higher living
wage to all employees, whatever
their age.

Pay for school meals online
A number of Knowsley schools are
now offering parents the chance to
pay for their children’s school meals
online.

Information about the latest school
meals menus, with full allergen
information, can be found on the
council’s website.

The ParentPay website enables parents
and carers to make secure payments
online, so there’s no need for children
to bring cash into school. The system
also provides a full payment history.
Contact your school for further details.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Knowsley’s GCSE improvements
buck the national trend
GCSE results in Knowsley are improving, latest figures show.
This year, the number of students
gaining at least five ‘good’ GCSE results
(at grades A* - C), including English and
Maths, rose by 3.7%. This is the biggest
rate of improvement in the north west
and the 18th biggest in the country
and a welcome contrast to the national
average, which fell.
Whilst there is still work to be
done, these latest results show that
improvements are happening.
The council has been working hard,
alongside schools, to help them make
improvements and it is good news that
these efforts are beginning to pay off.

Cllr Gary See, Cabinet Member for
Children’s Services said,

We recognise that further
improvements in GCSE attainment
are needed, but it’s extremely
encouraging to see Knowsley
results rising and bucking the
national trend in doing so.
There is so much good work going
on in our schools at the moment
to raise aspirations and help pupils
achieve their full potential, and I’m
confident that things are moving
in the right direction.

New ‘teacher’ is just paw-fect
A loveable new member of staff
is inspiring pupils in a Knowsley
primary school just a few weeks
into his new job.

But you won’t find Dexter marking
homework or writing on the
whiteboard - because he’s an adorable
little puppy whose responsibilities
include enjoying a cuddle whilst the
children read him stories!
Dexter, a Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen,
whose mother is Jilly, the 2013 Crufts
Best in Show Winner, has a fantastic
temperament and is settling into life
at Hope Primary very well. It is hoped
he will support children’s social and
emotional wellbeing and enhance
their learning by promoting positive
behaviour, increasing pupils’ confidence
in communication and reading.
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Head Teacher Belinda Basnett explains,
The children all love Dexter.
He is still only a puppy but already
he has inspired the children to write
stories and poems about him, or
to sit and read a book quietly with
Dexter at playtime.
We’re finding that children
who might feel shy or who lack
confidence in reading find it easier
to read to Dexter than to a teacher.
And if ever a child is feeling sad or
worried about anything, they find
having Dexter to cuddle really helps
- we’ve been amazed how much
children will open up about their
feelings when Dexter is around.
And when Dexter isn’t busy visiting the
classrooms to join in with maths, PE or
phonics classes, he’s attending puppy
school where he’ll develop his own skills
and become a fully qualified Therapy
Dog!

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Further boost for
Prescot Townscape
Heritage Initiative (THI)

Prescot
Prescot
Make the time

Make the time

Progress on
Prysmian
site
Development of the former
Prysmian Cables site, off Carr
Lane, is well underway. Work
has started on the roads for
the individual housing and
employment spaces. A new
main road will connect Carr
Lane to Manchester Road
and will cater for cars, buses,
pedestrians and cyclists. Up
to 750 new homes and up
to 929m2 of commercial and
industrial buildings will be
built on the site, providing
more high quality housing for
the town and a boost for the
local economy.
Visit www.prescotpark.co.uk
for more information.

Photos courtesy of Prescot Park

The THI Partnership Board has approved five grant
applications totalling £261,000 for restoration work to
buildings on Eccleston Street and Leyland Street.
In total, five buildings will have
traditional shop fronts and signage
restored and three of these buildings
will undergo a comprehensive
programme of repair and restoration.
The work will be based on good quality
historic photos and original features will
be reinstated as accurately as possible.
The buildings to be restored are 19,
54 and 56 Eccleston Street, home to
Andrew Louis estate agency, Help the
Aged and Max Spielmann. 7 and 9
Leyland Street, home to Renaissance
Skincare and Beauty, will have its
original stained glass windows from
1908 restored.

Prescot

Townscape Heritage Initiative

Work is due to be complete in
spring 2016.

Historic and present day images of 54 and 56
Eccleston Street

New owner for Prescot
Shopping Centre
Groupe Geraud has bought Prescot
Shopping Centre heralding an era of
transformation for the town centre.
Groupe Geraud is the largest market
operator in Europe and promises a
bright new future for the shopping
centre with plans to bring new life and
vibrancy to the heart of Prescot.
Geraud UK Managing Director Philip
Lamb said,
We are working on plans
which will see a transformation of
the town centre and celebrate the
heritage of Prescot. Since acquiring
the centre we have been recruiting
new businesses and we will be
launching a number of new
retail offers.

Cllr Murphy and Philip

Lamb

Cllr Mike Murphy, Cabinet Member
for Regeneration and Economic
Development said,
This is wonderful news. Groupe
Geraud has arranged the Prescot
Producers’ Market since May 2011,
so they are very familiar with the
town and its potential. Their plans
to invest and sign up new tenants
will support the council’s vision to
transform Prescot town centre into
a thriving and even more attractive
destination for residents and
visitors.
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Brand new plan for
Kirkby town centre
A new multi-million pound plan is being developed for Kirkby, after regeneration specialist St Modwen invested
£36m in the town centre.
St Modwen will now work alongside
the council to improve the existing town
centre offer and deliver new large retail
units. They are also looking to provide
a major new housing scheme for the
Kirkby area.
The detailed plans will be developed
further over the coming months and
submitted for planning approval in due
course.
Steven Knowles, Regional Director of
St Modwen said,

Our investment in Kirkby
town centre will bring about vital
regeneration to revive the town
centre and, with the provision
of a large new housing scheme,
will contribute to the council’s
commitment to provide 450 homes
per year for the next 15 years.

The Leader of Knowsley Council, Cllr Andy Moorhead said,

I’m delighted to welcome St Modwen on board to complete our major
regeneration programme for Kirkby.
St Modwen is the UK’s leading regeneration specialist with a proven track
record of delivering innovative and successful schemes across the country.
We were very disappointed that our previous private sector partner was
not able to bring forward the retail offer which the residents of Kirkby
deserve.
It is to the council’s great credit that we have been able to act so swiftly
and decisively in helping to identify and secure a new developer for Kirkby
in just a matter of months.
Knowsley Council and our partners have already delivered major
improvements to the town centre in recent years, investing £26m in the
new Kirkby Centre, Kirkby Market, St Chad’s Health Centre, public realm
improvements, new housing and a new £2m transport hub which will be
delivered by Merseytravel early in 2016.
We have also seen the wider Kirkby area benefit from investment of
£96m in key local facilities, such as new schools, leisure facilities and green
spaces.
I look forward to working closely with St Modwen, and our residents in
Kirkby, over the coming months and years to bring forward plans
to complete the regeneration of Kirkby town centre.

12
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Regenerate Knowsley

Kirkby Thrones a

big hit!

The fantastic Kirkby Thrones
have proven to be a big hit in the
new-look Civic Square!
Visitors have been queuing up to
have their pictures taken on the three
spectacular thrones with giant wings,
which were designed around ideas from
local community groups and schools.
Local schoolchildren have also been
along to the revamped Civic Square to
enjoy storytelling sessions around the
thrones with performance poets.

Residents have taken to social media to
share pictures and comments about the
thrones. Sheila Murphy posted on the
Council’s Facebook page,
These thrones are unique. They
get the thumbs up from me.
Meanwhile, Andrew Hulme tweeted:
Loving the new-look Kirkby
Share your pictures on social media
using #KirkbyThrones

Kirkby Civic
Building to
make way
for new
development
The council is set to demolish
the Kirkby Civic Building to
make way for a brand new
development, which could bring
up to 2,000 jobs to the town.
Private sector developer CTP Limited
is bringing forward exciting new
plans for the building, which is
currently in a poor condition and has
been largely empty for some time.
The developer has already invested
in significant design proposals
and consultation with potential
occupants. These proposals involve
the development of a large, high
quality office space with the
potential to bring new jobs
into Kirkby.
It is now expected that the
existing building will be
closed at the end of
December, with
demolition taking
place next year.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Usual collection day

We will collect your bins on

Monday, 21 December
Tuesday, 22 December
Wednesday, 23 December
Thursday, 24 December
Friday, 25 December
Monday, 28 December
Tuesday, 29 December
Wednesday 30 December
Thursday, 31 December
Friday, 1 January 2016

Saturday, 19 December
Monday 21 December
Tuesday, 22 December
Wednesday, 23 December
Thursday, 24 December
No change
No change
No change
No change
Saturday, 2 January 2016

Festive Focus

Antibiotics aren’t
always the answer!
That’s one of the key messages to anyone suffering
from coughs or colds this winter.
Many coughs, colds and sore
throats are caused by viruses,
and antibiotics do not work
against viruses. The body can
fight these infections on its

own. Antibiotics can cause
side effects and the over-use
of antibiotics is leading to the
growth of ‘superbugs’, such as
MRSA, which are resistant to
antibiotics.
So, if you have a cough or
a cold the best advice is to
rest, take paracetamol and
drink plenty of fluids. Your
pharmacist can advise you
on how to keep well. If you
don’t feel better in a few days,
consult your GP.

Staying well
this winter
Here are some simple things
you can do to help yourself stay
well this winter.
• Keep warm – heat
your home, or some
of your home, to
least 18 degrees C (or
65F) if you can. Cold weather can
severely affect vulnerable people
and can lead to serious health
conditions such as heart attacks,
strokes and pneumonia.

• Eat well – food
gives you energy,
which helps to keep
you warm. So, try to
have regular hot meals and drinks
throughout the day.

• Act early – if you
have underlying
health problems
and start to feel
unwell, even if it’s just a cough or
a cold, then get help from your
pharmacist or GP quickly before it
gets more serious.

Health advice over the
festive period
Remember, your local chemist
is available for friendly,
confidential and expert advice
and treatment for everyday
health issues and there’s no
need for an appointment.
In addition, nurse-led walkin services (no appointment
necessary) offer treatment 365
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days of the year – visit
www.knowsleyccg.nhs.uk
to check the opening times
for the Huyton, Kirkby and
Halewood walk-in centres.
The website will also detail the
opening hours for Knowsley
GPs and chemists.

• Get a flu jab –
flu vaccination is
offered free of
charge to people
who are over 65, at risk due to
underlying health problems,
pregnant women, carers and
some young children to ensure
that they are protected against
catching flu and developing
serious complications.

• Check your
prescriptions
– always take your
prescribed medicines
as directed and make sure you
get your prescriptions made
up before pharmacies close on
Christmas Eve.

Festive Focus

Christmas and New Year at
Celebrate the festive season with
top entertainment at The Venue.

and entertainment from brilliant Soul
and Motown combo, Soul Devotion.

One of the most in demand live party
bands in the country, Co.uk, play the
latest hits and classic dance floor fillers
when they make their debut at The
Venue on Friday, 18 December. Tickets
cost £15, including a hot supper.

Bookings are already being taken
for the Mother’s Day Cabaret Lunch
on Sunday, 6 March 2016, which
includes a Bucks
Fizz on arrival,
three-course lunch
and entertainment.
Tickets cost £25.

Welcome in 2016 at The Venue’s New
Year’s Eve Cabaret Dinner. At only
£40, the evening includes a
four-course meal, as well as music

To find out more, visit
www.thevenuehuyton.co.uk or
call 0151 443 3761.

Festive Markets
Kirkby Market not only provides a range of goods across 132 stalls,
but in the run up to Christmas, there’s Christmas cheer for everyone!
Shoppers will be entertained on Saturday, 12 December with Maghull
Parish Handbell ringers whilst on 19 December, Santa’s Reindeer will visit
the market. Plus on each of these days, when you spend over £5 you will
receive a free spin on Kirkby Market tombola with a chance to win a £5
shopping voucher. The market is also open on Sunday, 20 December for
those last minute gifts.
Prescot Producers’ Market will return on 6 February with the best of locally
sourced goods available on the first Saturday of every month. The market
runs 9am until 2pm on Eccleston Street. Also Prescot Arts and Craft Fair
returns on 6 February between 9am and 4.30pm with a range of gifts,
artwork and speciality teas and coffees available to buy in Prescot
Shopping Centre. This too runs on the first Saturday of each month.

Wrestling returns
to KLCP
Great news for wrestling fans
– the spectacular live American
Wrestling Show returns to
Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
on Saturday, 19 March 2016 at
7.30pm. This family, action-packed
show provides two hours of nonstop entertainment.
It’s enough to have you up in your
seats, cheering the goodies and
booing the baddies! There’s even
the chance to meet some of the
superstars and get your photo
taken next to these wrestling
giants.
Tickets are priced £10 for adults,
£8 for children, or £34 for
a family ticket (2 adults,
2 children). For group
bookings, you’ll get a
free ticket when you
buy 10 tickets. Book
now by calling the
ticket hotline on
0151 443 2200
or in person
at Knowsley
Leisure & Culture
Park.

www.knowsley.gov.uk

17

Knowsley Business

Business success was celebrated at
the annual Knowsley Business
& Regeneration Awards
The awards recognise the creativity,
ingenuity and commitment of
individuals and organisations that are
driving forward Knowsley’s economic
success.
The ceremony showcased
achievements from smaller businesses
and entrepreneurs to the successes of

highlighted at
national property
show
A Knowsley delegation, led by
local business leaders, recently
attended a national event in
London. The team were there
to raise the profile of Knowsley
and encourage investment and
development in the area.
Over the three day event,
representatives from Knowsley,
including Lord Derby, hosted
a series of events highlighting
key assets and opportunities in
the borough. This included the
launch of 164 acres of previously
used council land for future
housing, a networking event to
raise the profile of opportunities
at Knowsley Business Park and
a panel discussion on how the
growth in online shopping is
impacting on distribution facilities
and how well placed Knowsley is
to benefit.
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some of Knowsley’s bigger businesses.
The awards recognise organisations
of all sizes and in all sectors,
from housing developments and
regeneration initiatives to supporting
the local community.

Knowsley Place Board and funded
through business sponsorship. This
year, the judging panel consisted of
members of the Knowsley Place Board.
For details of the winners, visit
www.knowsleybusinessawards.com

The event was organised by the
council and the private sector led

Major transport investment
for Knowsley Business Park
As part of the council’s commitment
to achieving economic growth,
Knowsley is investing £6.7 million into
transport improvements at Knowsley
Business Park. The work will focus
on six individual areas across the
park which will collectively improve

investing

£6.7

million

its overall accessibility, making it a
more attractive location for existing
businesses and encouraging new
businesses to relocate and invest.
The scheme will provide clear routes
and gateways for vehicles to identify
and access the park, more public
transport and improved walking and
cycling access. This will make it easier
for people to move around the park,
whatever form of transport they
choose to use.
As part of the Growth Fund
investment, the Knowsley Business
Park Access and Connectivity
Improvements Scheme will be the
first major transport initiative to be
delivered in the Liverpool City Region
following the devolution of funding
from the Department for Transport.
Work is already in progress and is
expected to be completed in the
summer of 2016.
For further information, contact
Irene Hopkins at Dowhigh Ltd on
0151 523 4372 or 07717 805769, or
email irene.hopkins@dowhigh.co.uk

In focus
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Extending
the hand of
friendship to
Syrian refugees
Knowsley has committed to
playing its part in helping
refugees fleeing Syria.
The council has been working
with the Government to identify
homes as part of the national
resettlement programme, and to
clarify what funding support will
be provided by Government.
Cllr Christina O’Hare, Cabinet
Member for Neighbourhoods said,
It is right that we offer safety
and shelter to families who are
in such desperate need and in
Knowsley, we fully intend to
play our part.

Meanwhile, kind hearted children
and families at Holy Family RC
Primary School in Halewood have
been busy collecting essentials
such as toiletries, clothes and toys
for people fleeing conflict. Head
Teacher, Gillian Holland said,
The amount of donations
we’ve had into school has really
surpassed what we expected. It
has been a wonderful response
to such a worthy cause.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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In focus

SCHOOL
By attending school, you can achieve great
things in life and succeed. That’s the latest
message from Knowsley Council’s school
attendance campaign.
Improving a pupil’s attendance rate
from 90% to 95% and beyond can
nearly double their chances of gaining
good qualifications.
We know that school absence is
sometimes inevitable, for example if
your child is ill. Remember to contact
the school office as soon as possible to
notify them of an absence and avoid

School gets ‘top mark’
Yew Tree Community Primary
School in Halewood is the first
mainstream school in the borough
to achieve the Inclusion Quality
Mark Centre of Excellence
Award. Assessors examined how
the school meets the needs of
diverse communities in delivering
an inclusive education, whilst
ensuring equal opportunities
for all pupils, regardless of age,
gender, ethnicity, attainment and
background.

Assessors described the school as
“vibrant and motivating where
the warmth of the staff and pupils
is obvious as one is welcomed
through the door.”
Also highlighted was the school’s
curriculum, enriched with topic work,
themed weeks, visits and drama
projects. The views of staff, children,
parents and governors formed part
of the assessment. This is a fantastic
achievement for the school to be
recognised at a national level.

Cllr Gary See with
Head Teacher Julia
Wright accepting
the IQM Award

Have you applied for your primary school place?
Don’t forget, applications are still open for a primary school place.
You have until 15 January 2016 to submit your online or postal
application. Visit www.knowsley.gov.uk/schooladmissions to
apply for your place online or complete the form in the admissions
booklets – available from primary schools.
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booking holidays during term-time.
Unauthorised absences could lead to a
fine or prosecution.
Support the attend,
achieve and
succeed campaign
and give school
attendance 100%!

Support for
bereaved children
Children and young people look
to their parents for support
and guidance, but sadly 23,600
children nationally each year have
to deal with the loss of a parent.
Of course, this unfortunately
includes Knowsley children and an
important piece of work has been
progressed in schools to ensure
that children in this situation
are supported. This includes the
development of a Safeguarding
Bereavement Policy which has been
adopted in all Knowsley schools.
Knowsley is
the first local
authority to
achieve a
100% take
up rate –
something
the National Children’s Bureau
has congratulated us on. Having a
policy in place, alongside ensuring
school staff are trained and
equipped with resources to support
children through such a difficult
time, is one of the ways we can
support children who have sadly
experienced bereavement or loss.

In focus

Adoption

Too old at four?
Children as young as four are waiting the longest for adoptive families.
But adopting a so-called ‘older child’ has many advantages, as one mum
who adopted through Knowsley Council’s Adoption Service explained.
Tracey Parry adopted Bonnie one month after her fourth birthday.
She said,

If I was to adopt again, I’d definitely go for a child who was
four or older. You can talk and explain things to a four year
old which definitely makes adoption easier.
There is currently a need for loving, adoptive families for children aged
four and over, also for sibling groups and children with complex needs.
For more information on adoption, visit www.together4adoption co.uk
or contact Knowsley Council Adoption Service on 0151 443 3958 or
adoptionenquiries@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley’s Local
Plan
The Local Plan Core Strategy is a
vitally important document for
the future of Knowsley as it will
guide development in the borough
up to 2028. It will set out where
and how new development and
regeneration happens in the
borough providing new homes and
employment opportunities.
The council has received very positive
feedback from the Government
Inspector Martin Pike and the council
has every confidence that his final
report will find the plan legally
compliant and fit for purpose.

The council’s
pledge as
corporate parents
Knowsley Council takes its role
as a corporate parent extremely
seriously. The council is a
corporate parent when a child
lives away from their family,
including if they are in foster care
or residential care.
As part of this responsibility, the
council has been working with
children and young people to identify
what support those in care and
leaving care can expect from their
corporate parents.

The council will consider adoption
of the Local Plan at a full Council
meeting on 16 December*.
For further information and updates
visit www.knowsley.gov.uk/
localplan, call the Local Plan team on
0151 443 2326 or email
localplan@knowsley.gov.uk.
*Date correct at time of print.

The Knowsley Children Looked After
and Care Leaver’s Pledge has been
developed which clearly sets out these
expectations. The pledge covers six
areas - where they live, the role of
corporate parents, advice and support,
health and happiness, education and
training and growing up and moving
on. To find out more about the
pledge, visit the council’s website.
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Help others
get their
voices heard

Knowsley Advocacy Hub is recruiting
Volunteer Advocates who will help
to ensure vulnerable residents in
Knowsley have their voices heard
when important decisions are being
made about their lives. The advocate’s
role is not to provide advice, but to
ensure the views and wishes of the
person they are supporting are taken
into consideration around issues such
as where they live, their healthcare
and social care services.
All you need are good listening skills,
the ability to build up trust with the
people you will advocate for and the
ability to help them to speak up or to
speak up on their behalf. If you have
a few hours a week to spare, you
really could make a huge difference
to a vulnerable person’s life. For
more information and an application
pack contact Vicki Hornby or John
Gibbon on 0151 244 4090 or email
advocacyhub@kdc.org.uk

What is domestic
abuse?
In the new year, the Serious Crime Act
2015 (Section 76) will be amended
to change the definition of domestic
abuse to now include coercive and
controlling behaviour. Currently
domestic abuse includes threatening
behaviour, violence or abuse which
is physical, emotional, psychological,
sexual or financial, that takes place
within an intimate or family-type
relationship.
The change is being introduced in
response to victims who felt the
criminal justice system focused on
incidents of physical violence, rather

than the ongoing psychological harm
caused by controlling behaviour or
being forced to act or behave in a
certain way.
Men, women and children can be
affected by domestic abuse.
Whatever your situation, help is
available through Women’s Aid
(available 24 hours a day, seven days
a week) on 0808 200 247 or the First
Step on 0151 548 3333 or visit
www.thefirststep.org. To report
abuse, contact the police on 101
(999 in an emergency).

On your bike with Pedal Away!
Pedal Away are running a series of bike rides and if you haven’t got a bike or
helmet, you can hire one for a small donation of a £1. The traffic-free routes
take in Knowsley’s fantastic scenery. Rides are scheduled throughout the day
between Monday and Friday. Evening rides will be scheduled between
April and September. Visit the council’s website (search Knowsley Cycling)
to find out more.
The first Great Pedal Away ride took place in September with over 100 cyclists
taking part in either an eight mile family-friendly ride or a challenging
34 mile course. This will be an annual event. You can keep up to date with
the latest cycling news on Facebook – ‘like’ Pedal Away – follow
@pedalawayCP on Twitter – or visit www.cycling.org.uk to find out more.

22

www.knowsley.gov.uk

In focus

If you have the time, love and space to care
for a child in need, why not make 2016 the
year you foster?
That’s what Rita and Colin did,
25 years ago. Rita explained,

One December, we looked
around the room and thought
wouldn’t it be lovely to have
a house full of children at
Christmas?
Since then, the couple have cared for
more than 100 foster children.

So, if you can make a difference to
the life of a child, contact Foster for
Knowsley on 0151 443 3958, visit the
council’s website (search for fostering)
or contact us on Facebook
– ‘Foster for Knowsley’.
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Foster carers receive full training,
ongoing support and are paid for the
care they provide.

Private
fostering
Many young people live with
someone who isn’t their parent
or a close relative. A teenager
could live with their boyfriend
or girlfriend’s family, or children
could be living with a family friend
following a family crisis. These
situations are examples of private
fostering.
Private fostering is when a child
under the age of 16, or up to 18 if
disabled, is cared for by someone
other than their parent or a close
relative for 28 days or more.
If this is the situation for your
child, you need to inform the
council so that support and advice
can be provided for your child and
their carer, as well as ensuring your
child’s needs, such as education
and health, are met.

Screening saves lives

Merseyside grandad, Peter Matthews, aged 68 years, is fronting
a new campaign highlighting the importance of bowel cancer
screening in helping save lives like his. He said,
I know from personal experience
that bowel cancer screening really can
save lives. I feel very lucky indeed that
my cancer was caught early. Friends
tell me they can’t believe how easy
it all was. The whole process only
took a few months from diagnosis to
completing my treatment. And I will
continue to have regular check-ups
over the next three years.
Peter was diagnosed after taking part in the
NHS bowel cancer screening programme.
He underwent surgery to remove a
piece of his bowel. The cancer had
not spread and he did not need
any further treatment.
To find out more about bowel
cancer screening visit www.
cruk.org/bowelscreening

For further advice, please call
0151 443 2600.
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Your neighbourhood

Huyton

Walking group clocks
up 10 years
A group of walkers are celebrating a decade of meeting up
weekly in Huyton to walk and improve their health.
The Court Hey Healthy Heart
Walking Group first stepped out
in September 2005 – and 10 years
later, firm friendships have been
made and the group’s numbers
have grown.
To mark the anniversary they
held a celebration event in the
Cornflower Café at the National
Wildflower Centre and enjoyed
entertainment with singing from
pupils from Huyton with Roby
Primary school and, of course,
they also went out on a walk!

Knowsley Council Green Space
Ranger, Karen Brady said,
Joining the group gives
people a chance to get
out in the fresh air and
improve their health. It also
encourages people out of
their houses to socialise and
make new friends.

Jane Kennedy visits The Gate

Support for The Gate

Residents and local schoolchildren
got together to clean up a
well-used pathway in Huyton.
Litter pickers from
Lord Derby’s Academy
and before and after
photos of the pathway

The litter pick carried out by the
28 volunteers resulted in more than
15 bags of rubbish being collected
and a transformed pathway for
everyone to enjoy.

Progress on Longview shops
Following the fire at Longview Shops earlier this
year, the council and One Stop Stores have been
working towards the appointment of a contractor
to rebuild the lost units.
It is hoped that work will begin in the new year.
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If you are interested in getting
out and about in the fresh air and
taking part in some gentle
exercise to get you back
to fitness or help
recover from a
long term illness,
then joining a
walking group could
be for you.

Court Hey Healthy Heart Walking
Group meets every Monday at

Makeover for
Asda pathway
Locals from Huyton Church Road and
Victoria Road were joined by pupils from
Lord Derby Academy and staff from
Asda, McDonalds and Knowsley Council
to clean up the pathway that links
Victoria Road to the Asda supermarket.

Court Hey Park in Huyton at 11am
– new members are very welcome.

The L14 Community Group at The
Gate centre ran youth activities
over the Halloween period,
thanks to a £3,000 cash boost
from Merseyside Police and Crime
Commissioner, Jane Kennedy.
Jane visited the centre in Princess Drive,
Huyton, to meet project manager
Rhiann Canavan, along with other
‘fancy dress’ members of the group, to
hand over the cheque, from the Police
Property Act Fund.

Contact us
You can ring or email the Huyton
team to tell us about incidents of anti-social
behaviour, litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
Telephone: 0151 443 3047
Email: tommy.dunn@knowsley.gov.uk

Your neighbourhood

Kirkby

Willy Russell

‘BEHIND THE SCENES’
Renowned playwright Willy Russell returned to Knowsley to launch his
‘Behind the Scenes’ exhibition at the Kirkby Gallery in the Kirkby Centre.
Willy, who was born in Whiston and lived in Kirkby, has donated items from his
personal collection for the celebration of his work, including the acclaimed Blood
Brothers, Shirley Valentine and Educating Rita. It also includes films, scripts and
notes from the Willy Russell Archive at Liverpool John Moore’s University.

Willy Russell returns
to Kirkby

‘Willy Russell: Behind the Scenes’ runs until 23 January at the Kirkby Gallery.

Housing Information Day
Staff from Your Housing Group were recently out and
about meeting tenants in Northwood providing advice
and information. They were joined by representatives from
the council, police, fire service and the Citizens Advice
Bureau. The information day also included fun activities for
families, such as donkey rides and face painting.

Success on a plate for Conor
Kirkby catering student Conor Clayton cooked up a treat working
alongside chefs in the kitchen at London’s Dorchester Hotel.
He was offered the work experience during a visit
to London with representatives from local specialist
training provider Activate, who were attending an award
ceremony at The House of Commons.
Activate, based at The Bracknell Centre off Bewley
Drive, received Fair Train’s Gold Level Quality Standard
Accreditation for its training and employment
programme, and Conor, aged 24, was chosen to accept
the award on their behalf.
Conor said,

It felt amazing to be at the hotel
and I got to apply the skills I learned
in the Cornflower Café at Activate.
This opportunity confirmed that
I want to work in a professional
kitchen in the future and I think it
will look great on my CV.

Club in running
for award
The Kirkby Milers were in the
running for the Club of the
Year Award in the Merseyside
Community Running Awards. Club
members were also nominated
for individual awards including
Inspirational Individual, Services
to the Running Community and
Running Image of the Year.
The nominations recognise the hard
work and determination of organisers
who, since forming the club in
January, have attracted more than 150
members.
The club trains at Kirkby High School
every Wednesday between 6pm
and 7.30pm. For more information,
including the results of the Merseyside
Community Running Awards, visit
www.kirkbymilers.co.uk

Contact us
You can ring or email the Kirkby
team to tell us about incidents of
anti-social behaviour, litter problems
or anything else you think we could
help sort out.
Telephone: 0151 443 4609
Email: jeff.sayers@knowsley.gov.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Your neighbourhood

Halewood

Halewood Halloween Fun Week
There was something for everyone during
Halewood Halloween fun week.

The action-packed week of spooky fun at venues across Halewood
was organised by Torrington Drive Community Association (TDCA)
and a range of partners. The week featured lots of events including
a healthy heroes sports camp, cage soccer, football coaching and an
ice rink.
For news of upcoming TDCA events visit www.tdcaonline.co.uk

Meet Santa

this Christmas
Following the success of the Summer
Spectacular and Spook-tacular
events, Halewood Community Spirit
volunteers are busy putting the
finishing touches to their next big
event.
Families are invited to Meet Santa this
Christmas on Saturday, 19 and Sunday,
20 December at his grotto opposite the
shops at Roseheath Drive. The event is
supported by Neptune Developments
and Halewood Town Council.
Admission is free and proceeds will
provide vital funds for Halewood
community groups and support future
events in the area.
Halewood Community Spirit is keen to
attract more volunteers, so anyone who
is interested can find more at
www.halewoodcommunityspirit.com
There was more festive fun when
Torrington Drive Community Association
held their annual Twinkle Twinkle event
at New Hutte Neighbourhood Centre,
featuring an appearance by Santa, a
Christmas lights switch on and festive
arts and crafts.

Can
you
help?
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Cattery wins top award
Pets Country Manor in Halewood has won a top prize at the North West
Enterprise Vision Awards (EVAS) for the second year running.
Director Victoria Corcoran picked up the customer service award at the 2015
EVAS, building on her success last year when she won the Young Entrepreneur
title. The EVAs recognise the achievements of women in business from the across
the North West.
Victoria said,
I’m absolutely thrilled to have won an EVA award for a second
year running. We’ve worked so hard building up our business from
scratch and have gone from a shed in the back garden to the number
one multi award winning cattery in the UK.

Volunteers at Tarbock Village Hall are on the lookout
for more helpers.
The group is looking for local people to help run the hall and
promote a wide range of community and private activities.
Anyone interested in getting involved is invited to the
Annual General Meeting of the Trustees of Tarbock Village
Hall, on Netherley Road, Tarbock Green on 14 January at
7pm. For more info call Ian on 07746 123 855.

www.knowsley.gov.uk

Contact us
You can ring or email the Halewood team
to tell us about incidents of anti-social
behaviour, litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
Telephone: 0151 443 5208
Email: john.mashford@knowsley.gov.uk

Your neighbourhood

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village

Burglars beware!
DNA coded water kits have been given to hundreds of Prescot properties
in a pre-Christmas anti-burglary campaign spearheaded by Prescot Town
Council, Healthy Homes in Knowsley and Merseyside Police.
The water is invisible to the naked eye and is almost impossible to remove
from skin and clothing.
Each property has its own unique code, which is held in a central database
meaning any retrieved stolen items can be traced back their rightful
owners. Checking for the water is now standard practice for police,
meaning burglars are more likely to be caught and prosecuted.

Starring role for Prescot Memorial
Prescot War Memorial will
feature in a Jimmy McGovern BBC
drama based on the controversy
surrounding the Iraq war.
The TV drama called Reg - starring
Tim Roth and Anna Maxwell Martin saw the Prescot memorial double for
Sedgefield War Memorial, the scene
of a press conference staged by
Chilcott inquiry witness Reg Keyes.
Praising the efforts of The Friends
of St Mary’s Churchyard who helped

on the day, LA Productions Location
Manager Gary Looker said,
I was bowled over with the
amount of energy and work that
the friends put into making the area
look amazing for the camera.

The ‘friends’ also created a
sea of poppies (pictured) –
recycling 8,000 poppies used
in wreaths from previous years

Green Flag celebration
Volunteers who have helped transform their local parks and
green spaces gathered at St Mary’s Churchyard, Prescot for a
celebration of their achievements.
The event was held to celebrate the arrival of Knowsley’s two newest
Green Flags at St Mary’s Churchyard and Acornfield Plantation, Kirkby
– and recognise the dedication and commitment of the many ‘friends’
group volunteers who work tirelessly to clean and maintain the sites.
The latest Green Flag
awards – presented to the
best kept parks and green
spaces in the country –
have brought the total
number of Green Flags
at Knowsley’s parks and
green spaces to 18.

- at the war memorial for
this year’s Remembrance Day
commemorations.

Knitting and Crochet
Group
From Monday. 18 January 2016
the Knitting and Crochet Group
will meet every Monday between
6pm and 8pm at Vee’s Place on
Kemble Street.

Contact us
You can ring or email the Prescot, Whiston,
Cronton and Knowsley Village team to tell
us about incidents of anti-social behaviour,
litter problems or anything else you think
we could help sort out.
Telephone: 0151 443 5208
Email: steve.gowland@knowsley.gov.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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December 2015 to March 2016

What’s on
Events
Weekly during term time (under 5s)

Tuesdays 19 January, 23 February & 22 March

Ongoing until 23 January

Words & pictures

Story Circle

Willy Russell: Behind the Scenes

Kirkby Library Fridays 2pm to 3pm,
Stockbridge Library Tuesdays 2pm to 3pm,
Halewood Library
Mondays 10.15am to
11.15am, Prescot Library
Fridays 10.30am to
11.30am, Huyton Library
Thursdays 10.15am to
11.15am
Story and rhyme sessions
for pre-school children
FREE
Contact your local Knowsley library for
further information
Weekly during term time

After School Library Activities

Kirkby Library Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm,
Stockbridge Library Mondays 3.15pm to
4.15pm, Halewood Library Tuesdays 3.30pm
to 4.30pm, Prescot Library Mondays 3.30pm
to 4.30pm, Huyton Library Tuesdays 3.30pm
to 4.30pm
Story and craft
sessions for all
ages (under
8s must be
accompanied by
an adult)
FREE
Contact your
local Knowsley
library for
further information
Every first Saturday of the month

Family First Saturdays

Prescot Centre Activity Room
12.30pm to 3pm
A fun, make-and-take workshop exploring
different themes every first Saturday of the month
(excluding January)
FREE, drop-in with no need to book
Contact: Tina on 0151 443 5617 or
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Huyton Library
2pm to 3.30pm
Stories and readings for adults with a different
theme each month, come along and read aloud or
just sit back and listen.
FREE
Contact: Tracey Collins on 443 2679 or tracey.
collins@knowsley.gov.uk
Thursdays

Book at Breakfast

Prescot Library
10am to 11.30am
A reading group for people living with dementia
and their family/ carers
FREE
Contact: Helen Wilson on 07807 106693 or
helenwilson@thereader.org.uk
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

A Break with a Book

Halewood Library Wednesdays 1pm to 3pm
and Craig’s Community Centre Tuesdays 1pm
to 2.30pm
Meet new people and relax at this reading group
for adults. There’s no pressure to read aloud, just
drop in and listen.
FREE
Contact: Helen Wilson
on 07807 106693
or helenwilson@
thereader.org.uk
Ongoing until 9
January

15th Knowsley Open Art
Exhibition

Huyton Gallery
Showcases artwork created by people over 18
who live, work, volunteer or study in Knowsley.
The ‘Young Artists Open’ exhibition is also be on
display, to celebrate the work
of young and emerging artists
of all ages up to 17 years.
Contact: Tina Ball on
0151 443 5617 or email
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

Kirkby Gallery
Archive film of
performances, posters,
playbills, handwritten
notes and scripts bring
his stories to life,
alongside items from his
own personal collection
to give a rare insight
into his work.
Contact: Tina Ball
on 0151 443 5617 or
email tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk
Saturday 12 December

Christmas Cracker

Saturday 12 December 1pm to 3pm at
Court Hey Park
Festive fun for all the family. Includes Santa’s grotto,
tinsel trail, decorations, face painting, tombola and
donkey rides
Contact: South Huyton Ranger on 0151 443
3114 or 07771 550843
Sunday 13 December

Christmas Wreath
Making Workshop

Halewood Park
1pm to 3pm
Come along and start the
festive season making your
own Christmas wreath using
natural materials from the park
Contact: Halewood Ranger on 0151 488 6151
Sunday 13 December

Santa at “The Grotto in The
Coach House”
Bowring Park Visitors
Centre
12pm to 4pm
Start the festive season with
a trip to meet Santa in his
grotto
Free admission, parcels £2
per child.
Contact: 0151 482 1116 or
friendsofbowringpark@
btinternet.com

Meetings in Knowsley
Council
Wednesday 16 December, 6pm
Wednesday 27 January, 6pm
Wednesday 2 March, 6pm (budget meeting)
Wednesday 23 March, 6pm
Cabinet
Wednesday 20 January, 2pm
Wednesday 10 February, 2pm
Wednesday 2 March, 2pm
Finance and Governance Cabinet
Committee
Tuesday 15 December, 4pm
Tuesday 26 January, 4pm
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Public Health and Neighbourhoods
Cabinet Committee
Monday 8 February, 4pm
Adult and Children’s Wellbeing Cabinet
Committee
Thursday 12 January, 5pm
Thursday 23 February, 5pm
Planning Committee
Thursday 10 December, 6pm
Thursday 14 January, 6pm
Thursday 11 February, 6pm
Thursday 17 March, 6pm
Appeals Committee
Tuesday 19 January, 10am

Licensing Committee
Thursday 10 March, 4pm
Governance and Audit Committee
Tuesday 19 January, 4pm
Overview and Scrutiny Board
Monday 14 December, 5pm
Monday 18 January, 5pm
Monday 7 March, 5pm
Health and Wellbeing Board
Thursday 10 December, 1:30pm
Thursday 21 January, 1:30pm
Please note that the times and dates of these
meetings are subject to change. Please check our
website for details.

What’s on

Tuesday 15 December

Monday 25 January - Saturday 14 May 2016

Santaclaustraphobia

Leslie Briggs ‘Faces and Places’
exhibition

Halewood Academy
7pm
Get in the spirit of Christmas with a rousing brass
band concert of festive favourites.
The Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra Brass
Ensemble will be joined on stage by choirs from
Halewood schools Holy Family, Yew Tree, St Mark’s
Catholic Primary, Halewood C of E, St Andrew’s
Plantation primaries and Halewood Academy
students. Halewood Community Choir will also
perform.
Tickets are £5 per person
Contact: Halewood Town Council on
0151 443 2063
Saturday 19 March

American Wrestling Show

Knowsley Leisure and Culture Park
7.30pm
The spectacular live American Wrestling Show is
back by popular demand. This action packed show
provides two hours of non-stop entertainment.
There’s even the chance
to meet some of the
superstars and get your
photo taken next to
these wrestling giants.
£10 for adults, £8 for
children, £34 for a
family ticket (two adults
and two children).
Book: 0151 443 2200
or in person at the
Knowsley Leisure
and Culture Park

Huyton Gallery
As a local artist, this
exhibition of work
shows a wide range
of paintings exploring
places and faces that
feature in Les’s life.
Opening times are Mondays, Tuesdays &
Fridays: 10am - 5pm, Wednesdays: Closed,
Thursdays: 10am - 1pm,
Saturdays: 10am - 1pm
Contact: Tina Ball on 0151 443 5617 or email
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk
15 February - 7 May 2016

‘New Worlds’

Kirkby Gallery
New Worlds’ takes its
inspiration from the
era that Kirkby as a
New Town was built,
the 1960s. This was
an exciting period in
time for town planning and local building projects,
as it set out idealised visions on how people should
live, play and travel around the town in which they
live, informed by the physical architecture and
geography around them.
Gallery Opening Times: Monday to Friday:
9am - 5pm (closed 12.30-1pm for lunch)
Saturday: 10am - 1pm
Contact: Tina Ball on 0151 443 5617 or
email tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk

First Saturday of the month
6 February and 5 March

Prescot Arts & Craft Fair

9am - 4.30pm
Prescot Shopping Centre
An array of unique goods to buy including cakes,
handmade glass and wood items, candles and
soaps and speciality teas and coffees.
Sunday 6 March

Mother’s Day
Cabaret Lunch

12.30pm to 6pm
The Venue, Huyton
Includes a Bucks Fizz on
arrival, three-course lunch
and entertainment.
Tickets: £25.
Contact: 0151 443 3761
Saturday 12 March

Hospice Open
Day

Willowbrook Hospice,
Portico Lane
11am - 1.30pm
Drop in event to see how the hospice supports
local people.
Contact: 01744 453798

First Saturday of the month
6 February and 5 March

Prescot Producers’ Market

Useful numbers
Benefits (housing and council tax)
0151 443 4042
Births/deaths/marriages

0151 443 2900

Building control/dangerous trees
0151 443 2380 / 2381
Bulky household waste service
0151 443 2400
Business rates

0151 443 4089

Business services
0151 477 4000
(advice, funding, recruitment and training)
Car parking enquiries

0151 443 3100

Childcare Information Service 0800 085 2022
Citizens Advice Bureau

0845 122 1300

Complaints and compliments
0151 443 4031

9am - 2pm
Eccleston Street
Buy the best goods from local farmers,
bakeries and businesses.

Crimestoppers

0800 555 111

Education general enquiries 0151 443 3232

Merseyside Police Switchboard

101

Government’s Consumer Direct Service
08454 04 05 06

NHS 111 Service

111

Highways (including emergencies)
0151 443 2400

Planning enquiries 0151 443 2381 / 2380

Housing Options (homelessness)
0800 694 0280

Refuse collection

0151 443 2400

School attendance service

0151 443 5147

School bus pass

0151 443 5609

Social services

0151 443 2600

Fire/police/ambulance

Job vacancies

(emergency) 999

0151 443 5000

Knowsley Community Messaging
0151 443 2498
Knowsley Council (general enquiries)
0151 489 6000

Consumer advice/Trading Standards
08454 040506

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) general
enquiries
0151 290 7000

0151 443 4476

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) housing repairs
0500 969694

Council Tax

Council Tax and Benefits Fraud
Hotline
0800 0730 532

Merseyside Fire and Rescue Switchboard
0151 296 4000

Pest control

0151 443 2400

Social services out of hours emergency
07659 590081
Street lighting

0151 443 3100

Traffic signal faults

0151 443 2349

Truancy hotline

0151 777 4057

For more information visit the Knowsley Council
website or email
customerservice@knowsley.gov.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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“Join
Together”

in January or February

Working out is more fun when you do it with a friend.
If you and your gym buddy join together in January or
February you can get a gold membership, giving you
full access to all our centres at any time, for £25 each
per month including free induction and free personal
programme.

0151 443 2200
activeknowsley.com

Terms and conditions apply.
6 month minimum subscription.

