INFORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

WHAT IS PRIVATE FOSTERING?
Private Fostering is a care arrangement for children under 16 (or under 18
if you have a disability) where your parents have arranged for you to live
with another adult instead of your mum and dad. The person who looks
after you will not be a close relative i.e. not your grandparent, aunt, uncle,
step parent, brother or sister.
If you are privately fostered it means that you will be living with a private
foster carer in their house for over 28 days.
Here are some examples of children who may be privately fostered:
• A teenager living with a friend’s family because they don’t get on with
their own family.
• A child living with a friend’s family
because their parents work or study
makes it difficult to use ordinary
day care or after school care.
• A child sent to a host family
in this country for education
or health care, by parents
who live overseas.
• A child from overseas
staying with a host family
while attending a language
school or overseas students
at boarding school who stay
with a host family during the
holidays.

Your parents and your private foster carer must tell
Knowsley Council if you are living in someone else’s
home. If you want to let someone know you could tell
your teacher or doctor or let us know by phoning us
on 0151 443 2600.

WHAT WILL KNOWSLEY COUNCIL DO?
The law says that Knowsley Council
must make sure that you are
well cared for where you are
living and they will ask a
social worker to visit
you to see if you are
okay.
A social worker
is someone
employed by
Knowsley Council
to make sure
that children and
young people are
safe and well.
They will come and
see where you live
and make sure that you
are happy living with the
private foster carer. They will
also continue to visit you in
the house on a regular basis. They will
speak to you alone to see if you are okay.
The social workers will talk to the people looking after you to see if they
need any help. They will get in touch with your parents to make sure they
know everything is okay.
The social workers will speak to your school and any other professional
involved with you to let them know you are living with somebody else.
The social workers will need to do some police checks on the people who
are looking after you and they will also need to assess them to make sure
that they can look after you.
We have to make sure privately fostered children are properly looked after.
Call Knowsley Council on 0151 443 2600 or visit www.knowsley.gov.uk
for more information on private fostering.

