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t’s been a little while since our last
residents’ newsletter and to say
it’s been a busy few months is a big
understatement - from celebrating
educational success to starting
construction on the new Shakespeare
North Playhouse, from Ofsted and
CQC inspections to new businesses
opening their doors.
And all this alongside the major
news that we have now agreed a
deal to purchase Kirkby town centre
and complete the regeneration that
was promised, but not delivered, by
the private sector. It’s a bold move
for us to make but I am absolutely
confident that this is the right thing
to do for our residents.

You can read more about the ‘deal’
and the next steps for Kirkby in this
newsletter and we will continue to
keep residents informed as plans
progress and more specific dates are
known.
In the meantime, I hope you enjoy
reading this exciting edition of
Knowsley News.

Cllr Graham Morgan
Leader of Knowsley Council

Knowsley’s nurseries some of
the best in the country
Great news for parents as all of Knowsley’s nurseries have been rated as either
‘outstanding’ or ‘good’ by Ofsted.
In Knowsley, 39% of providers were
rated as being ‘outstanding’ compared to
just 24% nationally.

Cllr Margaret Harvey, Cabinet Member
for Children’s Services, said,
This is fantastic news. This
means that our very youngest
residents have access to the very best
standards of care across the nurseries
in our borough.
Inspections look at the quality of
provision for a child’s learning and
development, the provider’s leadership
and management, safeguarding and
welfare arrangements as well as the
support arrangements for children
with Special Education Needs and / or
Disabilities.
To find out more about childcare
provision in Knowsley, contact the
Early Years’ Service on
0151 443 5635.

Help and
advice for
parents and
carers
The July edition of the SEND
newsletter is now available to
download from the council’s website.
It provides a range of information,
advice and support to parents and
carers of children and young people
with Special Education Needs
and / or Disabilities.
From information about speech and
language therapy support to personal
budgets, short breaks and details of the
support available from the Knowsley
Parent Carer Voice, you’ll find it all in the
latest newsletter.
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Great news! On 19 July, Knowsley
Council’s Cabinet agreed to purchase
St Modwen’s assets in Kirkby town
centre.
This means that the council will finally
have control of the land earmarked for
regeneration and can push forward with
the improvements to the town centre
that have been promised by various
private sector organisations for almost
20 years.
Central to this will be the creation of a
new Morrisons superstore and petrol
station and other additional retail units.
As well as the plans to purchase St
Modwen’s assets, the Cabinet has also
agreed plans to deliver a cinema scheme
(on the former Kirkby Library site on
Newtown Gardens) and purchase the
Knowsley Community College site on
Cherryfield Drive. The college have,
for some time, wanted to move to an
alternative site in the heart of the town
centre, so they can now take their plans
forward.
For the new retail development,
consultation was undertaken a few
years ago, plans have been approved,
highways improvements delivered and
a contractor is on stand-by so once the
legal agreements are signed, a date
for construction can be confirmed. The
retail scheme, along with the other
development sites in the town centre,

will all be included in a masterplan
for Kirkby town centre and a public
consultation process will follow to enable
everyone to have their say before formal
plans are drawn up.
Councillor Morgan, Leader of Knowsley
Council, said,
We have ambitious plans
for Kirkby which go far beyond
the delivery of the Morrisons
supermarket. We are aiming to
complete the legal agreements
quickly so that work can start on
the construction of the supermarket
as soon as possible. In addition,
Home Bargains and KFC are still
committed to the retail development
in Kirkby which will run alongside
the supermarket build.
I’m also delighted that the council’s
officers have been able to confirm
interest from a cinema operator
and restaurant owners and we are
looking to get that scheme started as
soon as we can.

Morrisons Senior Development Manager,
James Smith, added,
We remain committed to
opening a new store in Kirkby and
will continue to work closely with
Knowsley Council on these plans.
What happens now?
There will now be a lot of “behind the
scenes” activity whilst detailed legal
agreements are drawn up and signed,
along with the schedule of work being
agreed.
The council is looking to get this work
done quickly, so that construction can
start as soon as possible.
Visit www.knowsleynews.co.uk for
the latest news as it is released!

This is great news for everyone
and I look forward to seeing work
progress over the coming months.

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

IN ACTION!
Innovate Volunteering

Knowsley Better Together aims to bring people together to share ideas, skills
and time to achieve a shared vision or goal. Already there are lots of examples of
people working together to achieve more for Knowsley and in this newsletter we
are keen to showcase some of these exciting efforts – like Innovate Volunteering.
Innovate Volunteering aims to reduce
loneliness – encouraging people to form
social networks and build a group of
volunteers to empower and enhance
local communities. It offers training,
family and community projects and also
signposts people to other local activities
and groups.
Volunteers are pivotal to the project. Not
only do they ensure that activities can
be delivered but volunteering also gives
individuals a chance to gain valuable
work experience which will help them to
progress personally.
As part of their work, Innovate
Volunteering also took on an empty
building in Huyton and, with the help of
volunteers, created OurHub. OurHub is a
well-used and valued community space
offering training and providing a place
to access support and receive further
information about services and activities
available locally. The hub also sells

donated items which are used to fund
the running of the shop and the delivery
of community activities.
Directors of Innovate Volunteering,
Leanne Mallinson and Angela Bergquist,
said,
We had both managed a
range of successful projects which
focussed on volunteering, individual
progression and community
cohesion. We took the best bits
forward and Innovate Volunteering
was created in April 2011. We
know what an amazing difference
volunteering can make with the
right opportunity and support. We
help to break down barriers and
help participants to achieve their
potential.
Find out more at
www.innovatevolunteering.co.uk

Angela

Leanne

NEW JOB CARVING PROGRAMME
MAKES A REAL DIFFERENCE
An innovative new programme is
helping to provide employment
opportunities for people with
learning difficulties and / or
disabilities in Knowsley.

The Empower Job Carving programme
takes less skilled tasks from a number
of different jobs and combines them
into a new role which is more suited
to individuals who may have learning
difficulties and / or disabilities.
Thanks to the programme, three
Knowsley residents have recently
secured supported employment.
Liam Ward, a Print Room Assistant at
All Saints Catholic High School; David
Forrest, a Post and Provisions Assistant at
First Ark and Daryl Stephen, a Grounds
Maintenance Assistant at Eastcroft Park
Primary School have all been appointed
as part of the programme.

www.knowsley.gov.uk

The roles
created on
the Empower
programme
start as work
experience placements. This enables the
applicant to ensure the role is right for
them, whilst also allowing the business to
review the job carved in terms of meeting
their business needs.
To find out more, contact Sue TempleFielding on 0151 443 3054 or email
susan.temple-fielding@knowsley.gov.uk

NEW
additions to
Huyton Village
Following the success of Foodie
Friday last year, an updated version
of this popular event – Huyton Live launched in June.
The first two events in June and July
attracted hundreds of people to the
village centre and proved to be such
a success that further dates have
been arranged for 30 August and 27
September. The family-friendly event

Shakespeare
on site!
Construction work is now underway
on the Shakespeare North Playhouse
in Prescot. The unique theatre and
education centre will celebrate
Knowsley’s fascinating links to
Shakespeare and is expected to
attract hundreds of thousands of
new visitors to the area each year.
The Liverpool City Region Combined
Authority recently approved a
further £4.05m to support the
construction of the Playhouse, taking
its total contribution to £10.55m,
alongside £12.2m from Knowsley
Council and £5m from
the Government.
Construction is expected to be
complete in 2021.

offers food, drink, live music and craft
stalls and will take place on Derby Road
from 4.30pm to 8.30pm.
This outdoor event is soon to be
complemented by other new businesses
opening in the village centre including
food and drink outlet ‘Common’, ‘The
Coffee House’, a restaurant at Yes Coffee
along with 'El Pueblo', a new
tapas restaurant.

Your Playhouse needs you!
Would you like to get involved in
creating a display for the exhibition
centre at the new Shakespeare North
Playhouse? The Curators' Group meet
on the first Monday of the month,
6.30pm – 8pm at The Deanes House
in Prescot. Everyone is welcome to
come along and share their ideas
to help shape a display that will
celebrate the town’s history. Follow
@KnowShakespeare for updates.

As the number of new retailers continues
to grow, the first phase of shop front
improvements on Derby Road has also
been completed, with a further phase
planned over the coming months.
Keep up to date with the latest Huyton
news by following @huytonvilcentre on
Twitter.

Market Place progress
The transformation of
Market Place continues
to progress and the
new Imaginarium
Bistro is expected to
open in September.
This new addition to
the town will serve
food and drinks and host community
events and activities.

Welcome

Two new businesses have recently
opened their doors in Prescot town
centre. Welcome to The Oven (pizzeria)
and The Lord Strange bar.

ECCLESTON STREET
IMPROVEMENTS
The first phase of work to transform
Eccleston Street has started. The work
will include the renewal of the current
paving with high quality durable
materials, upgrades to street furniture
and improved access for pedestrians.

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Education superstars recognised
The outstanding efforts and achievements of those involved in schools and education in Knowsley were
celebrated at a glittering event held at Knowsley Hall last month.
The Knowsley Education Awards,
now in its second year, recognised
inspirational teachers, high achieving
pupils, supportive governors and strong
leadership teams across the borough.
The event highlighted achievements
across the borough’s schools,
highlighting many examples of excellent
practice, as well as showcasing the
talent, ambition and dedication of
everyone involved in education in
Knowsley.
Among the big winners were Knowsley
Lane Primary in Huyton and Kirkby High,
who were named joint winners of School

of the Year, whilst the Outstanding
Achievement Awards went to Philip
Walker from St Columba’s Catholic
Primary School, Huyton; Katy Allen from
Halewood Academy and Sonny Horrocks
from Alt Bridge School, Huyton.
Teacher of the Year was Darren
Partington from Northwood Community
Primary, and the Governing Body of
the Year Award went to St John Fisher
Catholic Primary in Knowsley Village.

Cllr Margaret Harvey, Cabinet Member
for Children’s Services, said,
To see so many inspirational
teaching staff and high-achieving
pupils from Knowsley being
recognised for their efforts is
fantastic. Behind each of the award
winners is an incredible story of
commitment and determination of
which Knowsley can be extremely
proud. Congratulations to all the
winners, who have inspired us all.

Twenty awards were handed out on
the night with the full list of winners
available on www.knowsleynews.co.uk
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Community focussed future for park
More positive news for
Knowsley schools...
All Saints Catholic High School, Lord
Derby Academy, Roby Park Primary
School and St Laurence’s Catholic Primary
School are all celebrating following
recent Ofsted inspections.
You can read more about all inspections
on www.knowsleynews.co.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk

The council, One Knowsley, Court Hey Park Friends’ Group and
other partners have teamed up to develop plans to bring the
former National Wildflower Centre back to life. Alternative uses
for the buildings on the site are being explored which would
put the community firmly at the heart of any future plans.
Ideas include relocating some council and One Knowsley teams
to the site, opportunities for communities to come together
to grow their own fruit and vegetables and the creation of art
studios.
Anyone wishing to be involved in the project or take up space
within the site should contact Chris Birtles, Environmental
Management Officer on 0151 443 2480.

CLASS OF 2019 RECORD
BEST EVER SATS RESULTS
Primary schools in Knowsley continue to see increases in performance across
all subjects at Key Stage 2.
Results of this year’s SAT tests show
that pupils in Knowsley primary schools
are keeping pace with the rate of
improvement nationally, and that many
of our local schools are seeing record
results, which far exceed the national
average.
The borough’s top performing school
in all areas was Halewood Church of
England Primary – where a staggering
92.9% of this year’s Year 6 achieved
the expected standard in all the areas
covered by the SATs – Reading, Writing
and Maths.
Other top performers in Knowsley
included:Cronton Church of England Primary
Academy
Holy Family Catholic Primary School,
Cronton
St Leo’s and Southmead Catholic Primary,
Whiston
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School,
Huyton
Overall, schools across Knowsley saw the
percentage of pupils reaching Expected

Halewood Primary School

Standard in all areas increase by 1%
point - from 62% to 63%, which is
marginally below the national average
of 65% - this too increased by 1% point
this year. There was also a 1% point
increase in the number of Knowsley
pupils achieving the very best results of
‘Greater Depth’ in Reading, Writing and
Maths.
Cllr Margaret Harvey, Cabinet Member
for Children’s Services in Knowsley,
said,
It is extremely positive that
results at Key Stage 2 continue to
rise in Knowsley and some of the
results achieved by individual schools
would rival those of the top schools
anywhere in the country.

News In Brief...
On your street
A newly established
Street Intervention
Team is out and about
across Knowsley
tackling key issues like
flytipping and anti-social
behaviour.
The team was brought together by the
council, Knowsley Housing Trust and
Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service to
directly respond to, and address, some of
the issues raised by residents.
You can find out more about the team
by visiting www.knowsleynews.co.uk

One approach
As part of the
organisation’s
consistent
development,
Knowsley
Community and
Voluntary Services
(KCVS) has
rebranded as One
Knowsley. The
charity has created
a range of new services and initiatives
to drive change and positively shape
Knowsley’s approach to supporting
voluntary, community, faith and social
businesses across the borough. Find out
more at www.oneknowsley.org

Knowsley service
is 'outstanding'
Knowsley’s Shared Lives and Supported Living
Service has received an ‘outstanding’ rating from
the Care Quality Commission. The service supports
vulnerable people living in their own homes and
recruits Shared Lives carers to share their homes
with adults who may have additional needs.
Inspectors rated the service as
‘outstanding’ overall based on five
criteria - caring, effective, responsive,
well-led and safe.
In particular they praised the care and
support provided and commented it
was ‘truly individualised, flexible and
responsive’. They also commented
on how the provision had enhanced,
enriched and changed people’s
lives. Residents and families also
commented that they felt listened to,
valued and respected.

Cllr Sean Donnelly, Cabinet Member
for Health and Social Care, said,
With the current pressures and
increasing scrutiny on adult social
care services, it is rare for a service
to receive an ‘outstanding’ rating
from the CQC. We are very proud of
this achievement, which recognises
the huge impact these services have
on the lives of some of our most
vulnerable residents.

www.knowsleynews.co.uk
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Talent shines
Shine is returning to
Knowsley Leisure and Culture
Park on Friday, 18 October
and we’re on the look-out for
performers! Last year’s event
featured an array of talent,
so if you’re a singer, dancer,
musician or comedian and
you’d like to showcase your
talent this year, then please
get in touch! Find out how at
www.knowsley.gov.uk/shine

Made on Merseyside
In September Kirkby Gallery will be hosting an exhibition celebrating
industry in Knowsley – looking at the goods produced here and the
people who made them. Made on Merseyside will share the stories of
businesses large and small, from past and present. Find out more on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

LIBRARY SUMMER FUN
There’s lots of free, fun activities going on for children
in Knowsley’s libraries over
the summer school holiday including the Summer Readin
g Challenge, magic
shows and Zoolab animal sessions plus crafts, board games
, storytelling and
more! Find out more on www.knowsleynews.co.uk

A Midsummer
Night’s Dream
The Lord Chamberlain’s Men return
to Knowsley on 8 August, performing
Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer’s Night
Dream’ in the beautiful grounds
of Knowsley Hall. These outdoor
performances are very popular so
don’t delay booking your tickets. Visit
www.knowsleyhallvenue.co.uk
for more information.

Thousands of visitors are expected at this year's Feelgood
Festival and Flower Show on 3 and 4 August at Court Hey
Park, Huyton. A round-up of both events will be published
on www.knowsleynews.co.uk

KNOWSLEY BUSINESS AWARDS
Nominations for this year’s Knowsley Business Awards are open! Now in its
17th year, the prestigious awards ceremony celebrates the energy, determination
and commitment of the individuals and organisations that are driving forward
Knowsley’s economic success. Visit www.knowsleybusinessawards.com for
more information. The closing date for nominations is Friday 16 August.

