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What is the Draft Earlsfield Park Public Open Space Masterplan?  
 
A draft Masterplan has been produced by Knowsley Council, with the purpose of guiding the 
comprehensive regeneration of the Public Open Space at Lord Derby Memorial Playing 
Fields and Oak Plantation, Earlsfield Park, Knowsley Lane.  

The draft Masterplan: 
 Sets a vision and objectives for the comprehensive, high quality regeneration of 

the site. 
 Sets out the current context and features of the site 
 Outlines the design framework that informs the proposed investment in the site 
 Describes proposals for the regeneration of the site to raise the quality, 

functionality and community benefit of the site. 
 Sets out the proposed delivery process and timescales for the regeneration of the 

site. 
 
The document is currently a draft, subject to public consultation. Once finalised, the 
formally approved Masterplan will be a material consideration when the Council is 
determining planning applications for the site. 
 
Where is Earlsfield Park Public Open Space Site? 
 
The public open space covered in the draft Masterplan is made up of two sites 
known as Oak Plantation (a local community woodland) and Lord Derby Memorial 
Playing Fields (a sports playing pitch site). They are located in North Huyton as a 
parcel of land between Knowsley Lane and the M57, east of the Knowsley Lane 
flyover of the motorway, and west of George Hale Avenue.  Further to the east sits 
the wider Earlsfield Park development site. 
 
Why has a Draft Earlsfield Park Public Open Space Masterplan been prepared? 
 
Before any improvement works are delivered on both Oak Plantation and Lord Derby 
Memorial Playing Fields, it is vital that the wider community, including existing and 
potential users of these sites are consulted and able to give their views on the nature 
of the improvements proposed, in order to maximise the benefit the proposed 
improvements will make to the lives of the people they are there to serve.  Revisions 
can be made to draft Masterplan based on the feedback received from those 
consulted.  It will then allow us to proceed with Planning Applications and seek 
funding for the works knowing that the community that will use the sites has informed 
the proposed improvements. 
 
 
 



 
 
What works are proposed to the sites? 
 
We are aiming to raise the quality of both sites, to make them much more welcoming 
and usable by the local community.  For Oak Plantation, the draft Masterplan 
proposes that visible and inviting entrances will be created, as well as access paths 
for pedestrians to access the woodland for walks and other activities.  Seating, 
artwork, green gyms, natural play and pond dipping platforms will increase the value 
of these routes through the site.  The woodland will also benefit from natural habitat 
improvements to increase value for wildlife.   
Lord Derby Memorial playing fields are proposed to receive specific investment to 
improve their value for organised football activity.  A new pavilion is proposed with 
additional maintenance and storage facilities, along with improved car parking with 
lighting and site security.  The playing pitches themselves would also be enhanced in 
quality to meet top Football Association standards for amateur football, including 
drainage and turf improvements, etc.  
 
How does this relate to the whole Earlsfield Park site? 
 
These existing public open spaces are located at the western end of the wider the 
Earlsfield Park site.  They represent the required public open space investment 
needed to complement the residential and commercial developments already 
proposed in the central and eastern portions of the overall site.  An offer of £750,000 
Section 106 funding has been pledged from the overall Earlsfield Park development 
to invest in these public open space sites as a result. 
 
When will works start? 
 
Commencement of works will be subject to the timescales when funding will be 
secured.  Section 106 funding will be subject to the progress of the wider Earlsfield 
Park development and certain milestones being reached in the residential and 
industrial construction works.  Other external funding would need to be applied 
for.  A key programme currently being approached is the Football Foundation, 
though there are other funding sources which Knowsley Council can apply for 
towards these works.  It is envisaged that works on the sites will commence no 
sooner than early 2020, based on funding availability and expected timescales. 
 
Where can I view the consultation documents? 
 
The draft Earlsfield Park Public Open Space Masterplan, along with supporting 
documents, can be viewed online at: 
 
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/Earlsfield-Consultation 
 
Supplied with the documents is an online response form which can be used for 
submitting responses. You can also use the downloadable consultation response 
form to submit your responses via post or email.   
 
The draft Earlsfield Park Public Open Space Masterplan and supporting documents 
can be found at Knowsley Council libraries and One Stop Shops in Prescot and 



Huyton during normal opening hours (see Knowsley Council website for up to date 
details), during the consultation period. 
 
When is the public consultation? 
 
The five-week public consultation period on the Draft Earlsfield Park Public Open 
Space Masterplan runs from Monday 3 December 2018 until 5pm on Friday 4 
January 2019.  
 
Will there be public meetings? 
 
The Council will be holding a public drop-in event on the Draft Earlsfield Park Public 
Open Space Masterplan. During this event, Council officers will be on hand to 
answer your questions. This event will be held on: 
 

 Monday 10 December 2018 from 3.30pm till 7pm in the small hall at the 
SPACE Centre, St Columba’s Primary School, Hillside Road, Huyton, L36 
8BL. 

 
How can I respond to the consultation? 
 
You can return responses online via the Council’s website 
(http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/Earlsfield-Consultation), or via email or post using the 
below addresses: 
 

Email: earlsfield@knowsley.gov.uk 
Post:  Earlsfield POS Consultation, Knowsley Council, Ground Floor, Yorkon 

Building, Huyton, Merseyside, L36 9FB (postage required) 
 
Responses must be made in writing and must reach us by 5pm on Friday 4 
January 2019. 
 
What will happen after the consultation? 
 
Following the public consultation period, responses received will be reviewed and 
any necessary amendments made to the Masterplan. A full Consultation Report will 
be prepared, which will outline how responses received have been addressed. The 
final document will then be considered by Knowsley Council’s Planning Committee 
for approval. If approved, it will be used to determine any planning applications for 
any regeneration and improvements within the area. 
 
How can I contact the Council to find out more? 
 
Contact the Council on: 
 

Email: earlsfield@knowsley.gov.uk  
Post:  Earlsfield POS Consultation, Knowsley Council, Ground Floor, Yorkon 

Building, Huyton, Merseyside, L36 9FB (postage required) 
Telephone: 0151 443 2482 / 3682 
TypeTalk: 18001 0151 443 4031 

 
 



 
Can I get the information in different formats? 
 
If you would like any of the information published relating to the draft Earlsfield Park 
Public Open Space Masterplan Document in a different format (e.g. a different 
language, large print), please contact the Council Customer Services on 0151 443 
4031 or email customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk. 
 
How will my details be stored? 
 
Comments provided as part of a representation on a planning consultation cannot be 
treated as confidential, as the Council is required to make representations available 
for public inspection. However in compliance with the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) the personal information you provide will only be used by the 
Council for the purposes of preparing this Masterplan and supporting documents. 
Personal details, including signatures, postal address, private telephone numbers 
and email addresses will not be published on the Council’s website and will be 
redacted on any hard copies made available for public inspection. We will not pass 
on any personal information that you have given us to third parties for commercial 
use. Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council complies with the GDPR and good 
practice for the handling of personal data contained within the regulation. 
We are required by the regulations to make you aware of the following;  
 
1. Your personal details will be held on our database for the purposes of informing 

you when there is an update to Earlsfield Park Public Open Space Masterplan 
consultation. (Please note this does not include updates to Planning Applications, 
this is a separate department and you must contact Development Management 
directly for this).  

2. Your information will only be used by the Council for this purpose and will not be 
shared with third parties.  

3. You can unsubscribe from the Consultation updates at any time either by; 
 

 Email: earlsfield@knowsley.gov.uk  (please put ‘unsubscribe’ as the subject line).  
 Telephone: 0151 443 2326 
 Post: Earlsfield POS, Knowsley Council, Ground Floor, Yorkon Building, Huyton, 

Merseyside, L36 9FB (postage required) 
 


