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Draft SEA/SA Screening Statement 

 

1.0 Introduction  

1.1 This statement has been prepared in light of the production of the draft Town 
Centre Uses Supplementary Planning Document (2022) which updates the adopted 
Town Centre Uses Supplementary Planning Document (2016). The 2016 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) was subject to screening assessment 
which concluded that the 2016 SPD will not have significant environmental effects 
beyond those considered by policies in the adopted Knowsley Replacement Unitary 
Development Plan, the Merseyside and Halton Joint Waste Local Plan and the 
emerging Knowsley Local Plan: Core Strategy, and therefore would not trigger a 
need for an Appropriate Assessment or Strategic Environmental Assessment. As the 
changes in the Draft SPD are factual or minor in scope, the findings of the original 
Strategic Environmental Assessment screening document is still considered valid in 
their conclusion that no Strategic Environmental Assessment is required. However 
the Council have undertaken this current screening statement for certainty. 

 

2.0 Screening Statement 

2.1 This statement sets out Knowsley Borough Council’s determination of the need 
for a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with Regulation 9(3) 
of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 and 
European Directive 2001/42/EC for the draft Town Centre Uses SPD. 
 
2.2 Under separate legislation (The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004  
and associated Regulations), the Council is also required to carry out a Sustainability 
Appraisal (SA) for all Development Plan Documents (DPDs). SA is the process by 
which the SEA Directive is applied to Development Plan Documents (DPD). The SA 
process aims to promote sustainable development through the integration of social, 
environmental and economic considerations into the preparation of plans. 
 
2.3 The Planning Act 2008 and the associated Town and Country Planning (Local 
Development) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2009 removed the automatic 
need for SA of Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs). However, National 
Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG) states that SPDs may in exceptional 
circumstances still require a SEA if they are likely to have significant environmental 
effects that have not already have been assessed during the preparation of the Local 
Plan (parent DPD). 
 
2.4 The purpose of the draft Town Centre Uses SPD is to supplement Saved Polcies 
S2 (Diversification of Uses Within Existing Centres) and S7 (Local Centres and 
Parades) of the Knowsley Replacement Unitary Development Plan (UDP) and Policy 



 

 

CS6 (Town Centres and Retail Strategy) of the Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy 
(LPCS) and any other policies that are relevant dependent on the proposals 
received. The SPD will be used to inform Development Management decisions. The 
Knowsley LPCS is the “parent DPD”, which has already been subject to SA 
incorporating SEA prior to adoption in January 2016. 
 
2.5 The information and guidance in the SPD will be of particular use for those 
seeking to submit planning applications for certain town centre uses. Local residents, 
councillors and Parish and Town Councils will also be able to reference the guidance 
when considering proposals in their areas. Overall, it will provide transparency for 
applicants on the approach to determining applications and allow consideration by 
the applicant of the acceptability of their proposals. 
 
2.6 The Council’s original SPG for Town Centre Uses was adopted in June 2016. It 
is now out of date as it does not properly reflect current legislation including the 
governing permitted development rights or recent changes to the Use Class Order. If 
the SPD is not revised then it carries a risk of challenge at the decision making 
stage. 
 
2.7 The Council must determine whether the SPD is likely to have significant 
environmental effects that have not already have been assessed during the 
preparation of the Local Plan. This assessment must be made taking account of the 
criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004 and in consultation with the Environment Agency, 
English Heritage and Natural England. 
 
2.8 The results of this screening process for the draft Town Centre Uses SPD are  
set out in Appendix 1 of this statement, which confirms that the SPD is unlikely  
to have significant environmental effects. 
 
2.9 The Council will consult statutory consultees (Environment Agency, Historic 
England and Natural England) before finalising its Screening Determination. 
The Council will also consulted the Environment Agency, Historic England and  
Natural England on this screening statement, as is required by the regulations.  
 
 
3.0 Conslusion 
3.1 The draft Town Centre Uses SPD will supplement adopted Local Plan policies,  
and will set out additional guidance for those seeking to submit planning  
applications. A screening of the proposed document has led to the conclusion  
that it is not likely that the SPD will result in any significant additional  
sustainability impacts, and therefore SA is not required. A screening of the  
document has also led to the conclusion that it is not likely that the SPD will  
have any significant environmental impacts and therefore SEA is not required.  



 

 

These conclusions have been verified through consultation with the specified  
consultation bodies. 
 
3.2 The Council considers it is not be necessary to carry out a full SA/SEA on the  
draft Town Centre Uses SPD as its purpose is only to determine a limited number of 
uses at a local level and is unlikely to have significant effects on the  
environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Draft Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Statement 
 
1.0 Introduction 
1.1 This statement has been prepared in light of the production of the draft Town 
Centre Uses Supplementary Planning Document (2022) which updates the adopted 
Town Centre Uses Supplementary Planning Document (2016). The 2016 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) was subject to Habitats Regulations 
Assessment which concluded that there are no impact pathways present within the 
policies or chapters of this SPD that could result in likely significant effects upon any 
internationally designated sites either from the SPD itself, or in combination with other 
projects and plans. As the changes in the Draft SPD are factual or minor in scope, the 
findings of the original Habitats Regulations Assessment screening document is still 
considered valid in their conclusion that no Habitats Regulations Assessment is 
required. However, the Council have undertaken this current screening statement for 
certainty. 
 
2.0 Screening Statement  
2.1 This statement sets out Knowsley Borough Council’s determination of the need for 
a Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) in accordance with Regulation 61(1) of the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and European Directive 
92/43/EEC for the draft Town Centre Uses SPD. 
 
2.2 The European Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats  
and Wild Flora and Fauna – the ‘Habitats Directive’ provides legal protection  
for habitats and species of European importance. Article 2 of the Directive  
requires the maintenance or restoration of habitats and species of interest to  
the EU in a favourable condition. 
 
2.3 The need for an Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) is set out within the  
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and Articles 6(3) and  
6(4) of the Habitats Directive which require an Appropriate Assessment of any  
plan or project to be undertaken to assess if it is likely to have significant  
adverse effects upon the integrity of internationally designated sites of nature  
conservation importance, known as European sites of nature conservation  
importance or Natura 2000 sites. The draft Town Centre Uses Supplementary  
Planning Document is such a plan. 
 
2.4 The purpose of a HRA is to assess the impacts of a land-use plan against the  
conservation objectives of Natura 2000 Sites. The assessment must determine  
whether the plan would adversely affect the integrity of the site in terms of its  
nature conservation objectives. Where negative effects are identified other  
options should be examined to avoid any potential damaging effects. 
 
2.5 The adopted Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy (January 2016) has been subject  



 

 

to a full Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA). The HRA assessed all of the  
policies in the plan, concluding that it was unlikely to have a significant effect  
on the integrity of any European sites, either alone or in combination with other  
projects and plans, directly or indirectly. 
 
3.0 Conclusion 
3.1 As the purpose of this draft SPD is to expand on existing policies of the Local  
Plan Core Strategy, the Council has determined that an HRA is not required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Appendix 1: SEA Screening of the Draft Town Centre Uses SPD 
 
Schedule 1 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 
2004 
 

SEA Directive Criteria Summary of Environments effects 
1. Characteristics of the Draft Town 
Centre Uses SPD having particular 
regard to: 

 

a) The degree to which the plan or  
programme sets out a framework for  
projects and other activities, either with  
regard to the location, nature, size or  
operating conditions or by allocating  
resources 

The draft SPD will provide  
supplementary guidance to the 
Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy 
(LPCS) which provides the overarching 
framework for development in 
Knowsley. This SPD will not itself  
allocate resources. 

b) The degree to which the plan or  
programme influences other plans and 
programmes including those in a 
hierarchy. 

The SPD is at the lower tier of the  
development plan hierarchy. The  
purpose of the document is to support  
the delivery of policies in the adopted  
Knowsley LPCS and to guide the  
preparation and determination of  
planning applications. The SPD will be  
kept under review and will need to be  
updated following any future LPCS 
update. 

c) The relevance of the plan or  
programme for the integration of  
environmental considerations in  
particular with a view to promoting  
sustainable development. 

The SPD will seek to protect retail 
centres from non-retail uses. 

d) Environmental problems relevant to 
the plan or programme. 

The SPD will not introduce or 
exacerbate any environmental  
problems. It has the potential to have a  
positive impact in protecting from 
environmental problems and  
enhancing retail centres and residential 
amenity. 

e) The relevance of the plan or  
programme for the implementation of  
community legislation on the  

The SPD will help support the  
implementation of other plans and  
programmes related to community  



 

 

environment (e.g. plans and  
programmes related to waste  
management or water). 

legislation on the environment through  
the delivery of the LPCS polices. 
 
 

2. Characteristics of the effects and 
area likely to be affected having  

particular regard to: 

a) The probability, duration, frequency 
and reversibility of the effects. 

The draft SPD primarily supplements 
Saved Polcies S2 and S7 of the 
Knowsley Replacement Unitary 
Development Plan and Policy CS6 of 
the LPCS and provides  
the context and framework for the  
determination of planning applications.  
The SPD encourages development that  
has regard to residential amenity and  
environmental quality. 

b) The cumulative nature of the effects The effect of this SPD will be largely  
beneficial therefore any cumulative  
impact will also be beneficial. 

c) The trans-boundary nature of the 
effects 

The application of the SPD will be  
limited to developments in Knowsley.  
Therefore, the effects of the SPD are  
unlikely to result in any significant  
environmental effects of a trans-
boundary nature. 

d) The risks to human health or the 
environment (e.g. due to accident) 

It is not envisaged that there will be any  
risks to human health or the  
environment arising from the  
implementation of this SPD. 

e) The magnitude and spatial extent of 
the effects (geographic area and size 
of the population likely to be affected) 

The SPD will apply to the retail centres 
across the borough of Knowsley and 
will, where there are proposals for the 
specified uses, ensure proper  
consideration of residential and  
environmental amenity is made. 

f) The value and vulnerability of the 
area likely to be affected due to: 

i) Special natural characteristics  
or cultural heritage 
ii) Exceeded environmental  
quality standards or limit  
values 
iii) Intensive land use 

There are policies in the adopted LPCS  
that seek to protect these areas. The  
SPD will support this protection, where 
applicable. 



 

 

g) The effects on areas or landscapes  
which have recognised national, 
Community or international 
protected status 

Policies in the adopted LPCS seek to  
protect areas and landscapes with 
recognised protection status (e.g.  
heritage assets). The SPD supports  
these policies by helping to identify  
appropriate development approaches  
and environmental treatments. The SPD 
does not set out the policy framework 
for protecting and enhancing these 
areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


