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Earlsfield Park POS Masterplan- Consultation Draft 1 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Purpose of this Document  

 
This document presents the masterplanning work that has been undertaken by 
Knowsley Council with support from WSP Ltd. and Steve Wells Associates Ltd. in 
relation to the regeneration and improvement of the public open space (POS) offer 
within the Knowsley Lane Sustainable Urban Extension (SUE), known formally as 
Earlsfield Park. 
 
This document sets out a detailed draft Masterplan for the two existing POS sites 
recognised with the Knowsley Green Space Strategy and known locally as Lord 
Derby Memorial Playing Fields and Oak Plantation, which lie within the Earlsfield 
Park site boundary. 
 
Figure 1: Earlsfield Park – SUE Site Boundary 
 

 
© Crown Copyright Knowsley MBC 100017655, 2018 
 
The Masterplan is a direct requirement of Knowsley Core Strategy Local Plan policy 
SUE2, which states: 
 
“Proposals for development within each of these locations will only be granted 
planning permission where they are consistent with a single detailed masterplan for 
the whole of the Sustainable Urban Extensions which is approved by the Council.” 
 
A Masterplan for the Earlsfield Park Sustainable Urban Extension was approved at 
Planning Committee in September 2017 and included the land known as Lord Derby 
Memorial Playing Fields and Oak Plantation.  The approved Masterplan illustrated 
one hectare of employment land to the west of George Hale Avenue (i.e. on land 
adjacent to Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields) with the remainder of the land 
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retained and enhanced as Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields and Oak Plantation 
for the use of existing and proposed residents.   
 
The approval of the Masterplan was followed by the submission of a planning 
application for residential and commercial development east of George Hale Avenue, 
which was approved in June 2018.  The granting of the planning permission for 
residential development secured a financial contribution of £0.750m which will 
enable the enhancement of these spaces as anticipated by the adopted 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for the site.   
 
This draft Masterplan seeks to focus further on Lord Derby Playing Fields and Oak 
Plantation with proposals to improve and enhance the public open space for the 
community and local residents.   
 
Prior to the Masterplan being finalised, this report invites public consultation on the 
proposals. For further details of how to get involved, please see section 7 of this 
document.  
 
1.2 Status of the Masterplan 
 
This document is a consultation draft of the Masterplan.  Following consultation, it is 
proposed that the Masterplan will be presented to Knowsley Council’s Planning 
Committee for formal approval.  If adopted, it will then become part of the Council’s 
approved Masterplan for the overall Earlsfield Park SUE site.  Further information on 
how the POS Masterplan will relate to the wider Earlsfield Park Masterplan is set out 
within section 3 of this document.  Once finalised and approved, the Masterplan will 
have significant weight in the planning process.   
 
1.3 Masterplan Vision Statement and Objectives 
 
1.3.1 Vision Statement 
 
The vision for the Earlsfield Park SUE, as set out in the adopted SPD, is that: 
 
“It will become a prestigious employment and housing location. The business park and 
employment uses on the site will ensure that this part of Huyton continues to contribute 

to the City Region’s economic growth, building on the success of the nearby Kings 
Business Park, while the sustainable, high-quality family housing will help to broaden the 

district’s housing appeal. 
 

The existing Lord Derby Playing Fields and Oak Plantation will be retained and improved 
as a valuable asset for new and existing residents, workers and visitors” 

 
This draft Masterplan for the POS within the Earlsfield site seeks to deliver on the 
second part of this vision.  
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1.3.2 Objectives 
 
The Earlsfield Park SPD sets out a specific development objective for the POS part 
of the site, that is to: 
 

“Protect and enhance the Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields and Oak Plantation 
within the site”. 

 
A further objective relating to Environmental Infrastructure is set out as an aim within 
the SPD: 
 
“Promotion of the ‘green’ aspects of the Borough—for example, a high proportion of the 
Borough is Green Belt—with further strengths being its existing green infrastructure and 

excellent leisure/recreation facilities and resources.  The Lord Derby Playing Fields 
which form part of the site provide an opportunity to enhance the environmental 

infrastructure of the Borough. “
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2. SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
This section aims to provide a profile of the two adjoining existing public open 
spaces (POS) of Oak Plantation and Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields and their 
context within the locality. 
 
Figure 2: Local Context Plan 

 
© Crown Copyright Knowsley MBC 100017655, 2018 
 
2.1 Local Context 
 
Oak Plantation and Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields lie in the northern border of 
Huyton.  The flyover of Knowsley Lane (B5194) over the M57 lies in the north 
western corner of the site, with Knowsley Lane continuing to form the southern 
boundary of the POS and M57 to the north.  Centrally along the southern boundary 
of the site, a single privately owned property and area of land breaks the otherwise 
complete site boundary along Knowsley Lane opposite the junction with Thornton 
Way. 
 
George Hale Avenue is a private road serving the Knowsley Hall Estate and forms 
the eastern boundary of the site.  Knowsley Hall lies to the north of the POS, parts of 
which once fell within the historic boundary of the estate before the M57 
construction.  The estate is listed as an Historic Park & Garden, though this status 
does not extend to any part of the POS covered in this document.  Archaeological 
evidence may still be present, within Oak Plantation of the former boundary wall to 
the estate.  The POS has importance in complementing the landscape heritage 
associated with the Knowsley Hall Estate by representing the historic perimeter 
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woodlands that would have once screened the estate, as well as forming the 
landscape value surrounding the George Hale Avenue approach to the Estate. 
 
Directly south of the POS lies the Hillside residential estate, which forms part of the 
wider North Huyton Housing Renewal and Regeneration Area.  Substantial 
Residential Area 11 within the Green Space Audit that feeds into the Local Plan 
defines in practice the residential area that would be directly served by this POS 
(although officially the POS lies outside of this SRA).  This residential area is 
characterised by the following:- 
 
 Census: the population locally is characterised by being generally younger than 

average.  Significant proportion of single parent households exist locally, with a 
generally lower than average level of car ownership. 

 Index of Multiple Deprivation 2015: the neighbourhoods of North Huyton 
represent some of the most disadvantaged neighbourhoods within the UK, with 
pockets of the areas that would be served by the POS being within the top 0.3%.  
This represents the significant issues affecting these communities, including 
extreme levels of low income and unemployment, as well as educational 
attainment.  Additionally, the locality faces extremely high levels of health 
deprivation issues. 

 Income Deprivation affecting Children and Older People: in both cases, the 
neighbourhoods otherwise served by the POS are wholesale recognised for their 
extreme deprivation levels affecting these vulnerable groups, with pockets being 
identified as being as low as the 18th most deprived in the UK (out of 32,844 
Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs)).  

 Crime / Anti-Social Behaviour: coupled with the above statistical evidence, the 
North Huyton community equally faces significant issues of Crime and Anti-Social 
Behaviour, in turn affecting local quality of life, positive living environment and 
risk to children and young people engaging in this activity.  The impacts of this 
manifest themselves on the POS sites at present with significant vandalism, 
unauthorised motorcycle use, theft and fly-tipping being common. 

 
On a wider scale, these POS sites have potential significance for communities in the 
wider North Huyton area, as well as Stockbridge Village, Knowsley Village and 
Prescot, due to the sporting and recreational value of the site and connectivity with 
these wider areas. 
 
The land to the east of the POS and George Hale Avenue, between the M57 and 
Knowsley Lane, forms the wider area known as Earlsfield Park.  This is the focus of 
the Earlsfield Park Masterplan and SPD; the proposals for this area include 
substantial commercial development, ancillary uses (including pub, hotel, retail and 
drive-thru uses) and the development of 154 new residential properties.  Further 
details of this wider development that is in turn providing investment to the POS 
through section 106 funding can be found in this document at section 3.  
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2.2  Existing Site Profiles  
 
Figure 3: Public Open Space Boundaries 

 
© Crown Copyright Knowsley MBC 100017655, 2018 
 
2.2.1 Existing Site Profile: Oak Plantation 
 
Oak Plantation is a 6.3 ha area of mature mixed broadleaf woodland that historically 
will have formed part of the network of Estate woodlands for Knowsley Hall.  Historic 
maps identify the woodland now within the POS as two woodlands: Jackson’s Belt 
and Oak Plantation.  Part of the former extent of Oak Plantation lies to the north 
within the current boundary of the Knowsley Hall Estate following the construction of 
the M57 at this location.  The historic former boundary of the Estate also lies within 
the current POS, though this former boundary wall may be no more than an 
archaeological feature on the site now, if present at all. 
 
The site is identified within the Knowsley Green Space Strategy as a natural/semi-
natural POS typology.  It is accessible directly from Knowsley Lane at its western 
end, though informal access is also afforded near to the junction of Thornton Way 
with Knowsley Lane across a former playing pitch (now currently providing a rough 
grassland habitat on the site).  At its eastern-most point, there is access into the 
woodland by crossing to the rear of Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields. 
 
The woodland lies north west of the Playing Fields, the boundary of which is defined 
by a brook that flows east to west through the site along a ditch, continuing as a 
culverted watercourse under the North Huyton residential estates, estimated to meet 
the River Alt to the south.  A pond habitat also lies within the woodland.  Access 
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through the site is defined by a series of unsurfaced informal desire lines forming a 
network of circular walking routes with a main east-west through-route. 
 
The Knowsley Green Space Strategy identifies Oak Plantation as one of the poorest 
quality POS sites within the borough.  Adopting the Green Flag Award scoring 
system, Oak Plantation achieves only a ‘Very Poor’ (33) rating.  Its Functionality 
Score is equally poor at -6, the lowest score of all the POS sites assessed in the 
borough, though it is identified that the site has a potential Functionality Score of 4 if 
appropriate investment and public engagement was generated. 
 
The focus of the site’s poor quality centres on the site’s poor visible profile and 
accessibility.  Its status as a POS is represented currently by a single, now heavily 
deteriorated wooden welcome sign at its western end.  Formal access points have 
overtime suffered from make-shift alterations that have fortified the site against 
unauthorised vehicle access, namely motorbikes and quadbikes.  Ironically, this has 
served only to discourage legitimate public use from the site (now limited to mainly 
dog walkers), whilst encouraging the unauthorised scrambler bike use, perpetrators 
of which have been able to create their own access points elsewhere along the 
boundary and utilise the site without restriction or conflict.  It is this activity primarily 
that currently maintains the network of desire lines through the site. 
 
Other issues facing the site include significant levels of littering (mostly wind-blown 
from the adjacent estate/highway) and active fly-tipping that is generally focused 
along the boundary with Knowsley Lane.  The habitats on the site are also in need of 
being brought into active management to improve their biodiversity.  There is also no 
basic public infrastructure such as defined entrance features, surfaced paths, 
seating, bins, etc. which are the foundation of encouraging public use (and 
discouraging anti-social use) and have transformed the fortunes of POS sites of a 
similar nature to Oak Plantation elsewhere within the Borough (e.g. Acornfield 
Plantation and Northwood Forest Hills in Kirkby, Little Wood in Stockbridge Village 
and Woolfall Heath Meadow in North Huyton). 
 
Similar to the above-mentioned natural/semi-natural POS sites within the Borough, 
Oak Plantation is a significant asset and an opportunity to support the sustainable 
regeneration of the North Huyton area that it is intended to serve.  Hand in hand with 
improvement in the quality of the site will be the inevitable community engagement 
and activity development that has become established on other sites that have seen 
investment.  Currently there is no Friends of Oak Plantation group or any other 
formal public activity on the site, although this could change with the right investment 
made to the site. 
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Image Gallery: Oak Plantation 
(Please refer to Master Plan on p49 for numbered site locations as noted) 
 

 
Image 1: Existing Western Entrance to Oak Plantation (Closed Off) (Location 19) 
 
 

 
Image 2: Makeshift Boundary Protection (proposed new maintenance and pedestrian 
entrance in Master Plan) (Location 15) 
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Image 3: Existing Eastern Entrance to Oak Plantation (rear of Playing Fields) (Location 9) 
 
 
 

 
Image 4: Existing Pond Habitat within Oak Plantation (Location 13) 
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Image 5: Existing Walking Routes through Oak Plantation (Location 9) 
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Image 6: Existing Walking Routes through Oak Plantation (Location 9) 
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Image 7: Existing Walking Routes through Oak Plantation (Location 9) 
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2.2.2 Existing Site Profile: Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields 
 
Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields features on historic maps as agricultural land 
surrounded by Estate woodland including Oak Plantation, which it would be 
assumed lay within the ownership and management of the Knowsley Hall Estate.  
Reviewing historic maps, there is mention of the Playing Fields in 1965/66.  This will 
presumably link with the growth of the North Huyton residential estates to the south. 
 
In its heyday, the site is estimated to have been a key sporting facility, evident from 
an entrance feature of relative grandeur near to the Knowsley Lane junction with 
Thornton Way.  Significant areas of hard standing with derelict flood lighting 
infrastructure at the eastern end of the site that are reported to have once been 
tennis courts, further represent the significance of the site as a multi-sport facility.  A 
disused playing pitch to the west (now forming a rough grassland area within Oak 
Plantation) also showcases the former extent of playing pitch provision the site once 
supported beyond the existing active playing pitch area in the core of the site now. 
 
Currently, the Playing Fields support three adult (11x11), one youth (9v9), one mini 
(7v7) and a mini (5v5) actively managed playing pitches.  The pitches are maintained 
on an informal basis by the Knowsley South Football Club, who also utilise the site 
for an extensive programme of adult and junior football activity, including league 
matches, tournaments, friendly matches and training activity.  A number of steel 
containers at the western end of the active playing fields site house the maintenance 
and sports equipment storage, as well as basic changing facilities.  The areas of 
hard standing at the eastern end serve as informal car parking accessible from a 
field gate entrance west of a belt of woodland in the south east corner of the site.  
Additionally, a single pedestrian entrance provides access through this woodland 
belt into the Playing Fields site and also into Oak Plantation to the rear. 
 
The existing playing pitches themselves are maintained to a good standard by 
Knowsley South Football Club.  The core area of the playing fields site (currently 
fenced) benefited from a Sport England investment to install primary and secondary 
drainage infrastructure in 2003.  However, the eastern end of the site does not 
benefit from formal drainage.  As a result of many years of compaction, however, the 
whole site is affected by poor drainage and improved annual maintenance coupled 
with possible repair and extension of existing pitch drainage will be needed, as this 
currently limits the capacity of the site to support football activity for which there is 
evidently the demand.  The abandoned playing pitch at the western end of the site, 
currently serving as rough grassland within Oak Plantation would also need 
significant investment if demand was demonstrated to re-instate this former sporting 
asset. 
 
The steel containers serving the storage and changing facilities for the site are also 
in a poor condition and in great need of replacement.  There is a risk that this could 
further limit the site’s general ability to meet Football Association sports facility 
standards.  Vehicle access into and out of the site is also problematic due to the 
current access not being designed for high volume public use off the highway. 
 
The issues of anti-social behaviour in the form of unauthorised scrambler bike and 
quadbike use in Oak Plantation spill over into the Playing Fields with the eastern end 
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of the site being affected by motorcycle damage.  Additionally, however, issues of 
unauthorised golfing, barbeques, littering and dog fouling by members of the public 
bring conflict with the footballing activity, though this is an issue that requires 
management rather than exclusion of public use in view of the site’s status as POS.  
It is envisaged that improvement to Oak Plantation would have positive effects in this 
regard. 
 
The emerging Knowsley Playing Pitch Strategy refresh and Knowsley Football 
Facilities Plan recognise Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields as being a key Playing 
Pitch facility within the Knowsley POS offer and indeed identify its potential for 
becoming a key hub for sport alongside other sites of significance across the 
borough.  In order to achieve this status as a facility, improvement to the quality of 
the pitches, as well as ancillary facilities such as car parking and in particular the 
built facilities, would be a vital requirement.  Again, with this improvement in quality, 
the potential for greater management of public engagement on the site to balance 
the formal sporting use with informal recreational activity can be achieved. 
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Image Gallery: Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields 
(Please refer to Master Plan on p49 for numbered site locations as noted) 
 

 
Image 8: South Eastern Boundary at Main Entrance to Playing Fields (Location 25) 
 
 
 

 
Image 9: Main vehicle entrance to playing fields (Location 10) 
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Image 10: Former main entrance (now maintenance access) to playing fields (Location: 22) 
 
 
 

 
Image 11: existing hard standing (former tennis courts) proposed for new main car parking 
area and location of Pavilion (Location 3) 
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Image 12: second hard standing area proposed for overflow car park area (Location 5) 
 
 
 

 
Image 13: Eastern Playing Pitch Area (Location 8) 
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Image 14: Central Playing Pitch Area (Location 24) 
 
 

 
Image 15: Existing Changing Facilities and Storage Containers (Location: 16) 
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Image 16: Existing Changing Facilities Interior (Location: 16) 
 
 

 
Image 17: Abandoned Playing Pitch with potential for future re-instatement (currently forming 
part of natural space within Oak Plantation) (Location 14) 
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3. POLICY CONTEXT  
 
3.1 Site Specific Planning Policy  
 
3.1.1 Local Plan and SUE Allocation 
 
Earlsfield Park SUE was removed from the Green Belt as part of the Knowsley Local 
Plan Core Strategy (adopted January 2016).  The site’s Local Plan allocation is for a 
mix of uses: employment and residential (east of George Hale Avenue) and POS 
and outdoor sports provision (west of George Hale Avenue). The Local Plan policy 
seeks to secure a minimum of 16 hectares (ha) of employment land within this site; 
indeed, the need for employment land, and in particular a replacement business 
park for adjacent Kings Business Park, was one of the primary reasons for its 
removal from the Green Belt.  
 
For the largest SUE sites, Local Plan policy SUE2 sets out that a Supplementary 
Planning Document will be prepared, which will provide a proposed spatial 
development framework for each site, along with further details of development and 
infrastructure requirements.  In accordance with the Local Plan policy, proposals for 
development within the largest SUE sites will only be granted planning permission 
where they are consistent with a single detailed Masterplan for the whole of the SUE 
which is approved by the Council.  Such Masterplans must conform with the 
development plan policy and the aforementioned SPD.  
 
The Local Plan contains a specific policy for the development of the site: Policy 
SUE2a.  This is replicated in full overleaf.  The Local Plan also contains a site 
allocation profile for the site at Local Plan Core Strategy Appendix E.  
 
Following the SUE allocation, a SPD for the site was adopted by the Council in June 
2017, with a developer-led Masterplan, produced by developer Ion, approved by 
Planning Committee in September 2017.  Further details about these documents are 
set out in the following sections.  
 
3.1.2 Other Local Plan Policies  
 
In addition to policies SUE2 and SUE2a, A wide range of other Local Plan policies 
are relevant to the development of the Earlsfield Park site.  These include: 
 
 SD1: Sustainable Development 
 CS2: Development Principles 
 CS7: Transport Networks 
 CS8: Green Infrastructure 
 CS9: Principal Regeneration Area: North Huyton and Stockbridge Village 
 CS21:Greenspace and Trees 
 CS22: Sustainable and Low Carbon Infrastructure 
 CS27: Planning and Paying for New Infrastructure 
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Policy SUE2a  
 
Sustainable Urban Extension – Knowsley Lane, Huyton  
 
Overall Development Strategy  
 
1) The comprehensive development of Land at Knowsley Lane, Huyton will be 

supported. The site is allocated for:  
a) New housing development (in the central part of the site) comprising 

approximately 100 dwellings, to provide a wider choice of housing in 
conjunction with the wider North Huyton and Stockbridge Village Principal 
Regeneration Area (see Policy CS9);  

b) New employment development (in the eastern part of the site) comprising at 
least 16 hectares of Business Uses (Use Class B1) or other appropriate 
employment uses within the Liverpool City Region key economic sectors, 
unless such provision is no longer required based upon evidence of up to 
date employment land requirements and supply; and 

c) Public open space comprising outdoor sporting provision and associated 
amenity space in the western part of the site (see Policy CS21).  
 

2) The employment uses referred to in criterion 1b) must be of a nature which 
would not cause detriment to the amenity of nearby residents. Any employment 
uses which fall within the definition of town centre uses as defined in Policy CS4 
must be subject to the application of the sequential and impact tests.  
 

Specific Development Requirements  
 
3) In addition to meeting the generic guidance in Policy SUE2, development within 

this site should deliver (in no order of priority):  
a) Appropriate highways access together with a well-connected internal road 

system and traffic mitigation measures;  
b) Gateway enhancement and associated high quality design at the eastern 

side of the site adjacent to the M57; and  
c) Appropriate interface distances between the mix of uses within the site and 

to existing residential areas at Knowsley Lane and George Hale Avenue to 
maintain a good standard of amenity.  
 

4) Further details of these requirements will be set out in the Supplementary 
Planning Document for this site referred to in Policy SUE2.  
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3.1.3 Earlsfield Park Supplementary Planning Document 
 
In accordance with the Local Plan, the Council prepared a Supplementary Planning 
Document for the Earlsfield Park SUE, this was adopted by Knowsley Council in 
June 2017.  
 
The document sets out a Spatial Development Framework for the site, and provides 
further information on land use breakdown in support of the Local Plan policy.  This 
framework (shown overleaf) shows the clear intention to retain and improve Oak 
Plantation and Lord Derby Memorial playing fields; the key for the plan also shows 
this part of the site with the designation of “existing public open space to be 
enhanced”.  The Framework shows an indicative vehicular access to this part of the 
site, from Knowsley Lane; to the north, it shows a potential buffer zone to the M62.   
 
The SPD contains specific guidance for the POS within the site, replicated below.  
This includes how a masterplan should provide a POS framework for the site.  
 

 
The SPD sets out how a Masterplan for the site will be prepared and what it will 
cover.  Further information about the existing Ion Masterplan for the site is set out 
within section 3.1.4 of this document.  
 
A wider range of further SPDs are relevant to the regeneration and improvement of 
the Earlsfield Park site for POS uses. These include: 
 
 Developer Contributions 
 Trees and Development 
 Ensuring a Choice of Travel 
 

KL6: Public Open Space  
 
1) Open space should be provided in accordance with the other requirements of this 

SPD, Policies CS8, CS21 and CS27 of the Core Strategy, and the Developer 
Contributions Supplementary Planning Document. Precise requirements should be 
agreed with the Council as part of the master planning and pre-application 
processes.  

2) The masterplan should include a Public Open Space Framework, with the design 
and use of open spaces an essential part of the overall development proposal. 
Open spaces should perform a variety of functions as set out in Core Strategy 
Policy CS21; they should also encompass roles set out in the National Planning 
Policy Framework, which include offering green connectivity, enhancing 
biodiversity, sustainable drainage, and facilitating construction-related earth 
movement.  

3) Public Open Spaces within the site – and the green links and corridors connecting 
them – should have active development frontages.  

4) Open spaces must be practical and manageable in the long term and avoid 
creating an unsustainable maintenance burden.  
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Figure 4: SPD Spatial Development Framework 

 
© Crown Copyright Knowsley MBC 100017655, 2018 
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3.1.4 Ion Masterplan  
 
Developers Ion produced a Masterplan for the Earlsfield Park site, which was 
approved by the Council in September 2017.  This focussed primarily on land within 
Ion’s control: most of the land east of George Hale Avenue.  The Ion Masterplan 
proposed a mix of uses for this land, including new employment development, new 
residential development, and “ancillary” uses to support the employment uses.  The 
latter included a hotel, a petrol filling station, a drive-thru coffee facility, a family pub 
and small scale convenience retail uses.   
 
The Ion Masterplan proposed that 15.9ha of employment land would be delivered 
within the part of the site within the developer’s control.  This represents the 
substantial delivery of the Local Plan requirement for 16ha of such uses.  The Ion 
masterplan also identified that an additional 1ha of employment land could be 
delivered in the form of start-up units, west of George Hale Avenue (see Figure 5 
overleaf), on land in the Council’s ownership.  This western employment zone was 
proposed to be served by a new vehicular access from Knowsley Lane and would 
have provided new small start-up business units.  The remainder of the land to the 
west was to be retained as public open space and outdoor sports facilities. 
 
The approved Ion Masterplan states that the plantation “has the potential to become 
a valued community resource because it is well located close to an established 
residential population.”  Oak Plantation and the adjoining Lord Derby Memorial 
Playing Fields are important as a formal and informal recreation resource to serve 
the existing and future local community.  The granting of the planning permission for 
residential development secured a financial contribution of £0.750m which will 
enable the enhancement of these spaces as anticipated by the Council’s adopted 
SPD.   
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Figure 5: Extracts from Ion Masterplan (September 2017) 

  
© Crown Copyright Knowsley MBC 100017655, 2018 
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3.1.5 Ion / Bellway planning permission and section 106 agreement 
 
On 28 June 2018, Knowsley Council; Planning Committee granted conditional 
approval for planning application from Ion and Bellway Homes (18/00062/HYB), for 
the land to the east of George Hale Avenue.  The application proposed a “hybrid 
employment park” within the area outlined for employment uses within the approved 
masterplan.  The application also included 154 new homes, to the west of the 
employment area.  The applicant proposed that 15.9ha of employment land would 
be delivered; this included the aforementioned “ancillary” uses, which are not 
technically employment uses (but which do bring new jobs), a large area of 
landscaping between the residential and employment uses, and space for 
infrastructure, including a new junction on Knowsley Lane.  In addition, full 
permission was not sought for employment units themselves, save for two 
speculative units, for which the applicant was seeking external funding support from 
the Liverpool City Region Single Investment Fund (SIF).   
 
For clarity, the application site did not include any of the land west of George Hale 
Avenue.  In lieu of on-site provision of POS, a developer contribution was secured 
for the improvement of POS and outdoor sports at Lord Derby Memorial Playing 
Fields and Oak Plantation. 
 
The section 106 agreement for the application was signed on 16 July 2018.  This 
secured a total of £0.750m of funding for the enhancement and maintenance of land 
west of George Hale Avenue, comprising Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields and 
Oak Plantation.  The total contribution is broken down into two equal tranches: 
Tranche A and Tranche B, each of £0.325m.  Tranche A is attributable to the 
Bellway residential development and is payable on the date the first dwelling is 
occupied, or 24 months from the date the first material operation occurs within the 
housing development (whichever is sooner).  Tranche B is attributable to the 
employment and leisure retail areas to the east: that which will be developed by Ion.  
Tranche B is payable on whichever is sooner of the following dates: the date 
development starts on the employment or leisure/retail parts of the site; the date the 
first lease or sale of any part of the employment or leisure/retail parts of the site; or 
within 24 months of the first material operation within the site.   
 
3.1.6 Policy rationale for this POS Masterplan 
 
It is proposed that this Masterplan for the POS area presents a departure from the 
Ion Masterplan’s mix of uses for the land west of George Hale Avenue, in that it 
proposes that the additional 1ha area of land west of George Hale Avenue will no 
longer be delivered for employment uses; instead, all of this area is proposed for 
POS uses.  There are several reasons for this:  
 
 This approach better conforms with the Local Plan policy and adopted SPD for 

the site, both of which propose that the land be retained for POS uses, including 
outdoor sports; 

 Given that the Ion proposal, which now has planning permission, is already 
delivering 15.9ha of employment uses, the site is substantially delivering against 
the Local Plan target of 16ha of employment uses; 
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 Since the approval of the Ion Masterplan, there has been no recorded appetite to 
deliver further employment uses west of George Hale Avenue; 

 It is considered that employment uses may not be appropriate neighbours for 
POS uses, and may detract from the suitability of the site for more intensive 
sports and recreation uses; 

 Removing the 1ha employment area means that the maximum area west of 
George Hale Avenue can be retained for POS uses, including outdoor sports; 

 Maximising the area for POS and outdoor sports, in turn increases the Council’s 
ability to spend s106 monies effectively and also boost its ability to secure 
external funding for this area.  

 
Once finalised and approved, this POS Masterplan will supersede the Ion 
Masterplan for the western part of the Earlsfield Park site.  
 
3.2  Neighbouring site planning policy 
 
3.2.1 North Huyton Principal Regeneration Area 
 
The Earlsfield Park site sits within the North Huyton and Stockbridge Village 
Principal Regeneration Area, as defined within the Knowsley Local Plan Core 
Strategy.  The North Huyton residential areas of Hillside and Longview are directly 
adjacent to the site, off Knowsley Lane. 
 
Policy CS9 within the Local Plan outlines the Council’s objectives for the North 
Huyton part of the Principal Regeneration Area to be subject to comprehensive 
residential-led regeneration, building on the previous North Huyton “New Deal for 
Communities” programme.   
 
The purpose of this programme is to rebalance the housing market in this area, 
demolishing existing unsuitable or unpopular dwellings, and replacing these with 
1,450 new homes better suited to meeting local needs.   A Masterplan for the New 
Deal area was adopted as an SPD in 2007.  Significant progress has been made in 
recent years, with the completion of a number of phases of redevelopment.  While 
the New Deal funding has now ended, the continuation of the programme remains a 
commitment for the Council.  
 
As a key public open space within this area, the Earlsfield Park POS has significant 
potential to serve the existing and new residents of the North Huyton area.  In 
particular, it can respond to the policy priority to ensure that public open space within 
the area should be delivered within a wider Green Infrastructure network, focussing 
on improvements to quality, accessibility and integration with new development.   
 
3.3 Other Policy 
 
3.3.1  Knowsley Green Space Strategy (2015 – 2020) 
 
This strategy forms part of a suite of key council documents, outlining Knowsley’s 
vision to maximise the value of its green space assets to the benefit of local 
residents, the economy and the environment.  The strategy sets out a number of 
objectives, plus the resources, methods and time needed to meet these goals.  It 
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also sets out the Green Space Functionality Principle which captures both the 
current and potential offer of a particular site by scoring a site against the seven 
policy themes outlined in the strategy. 
 
The Green Space Strategy Technical Paper and Action Plan that supports this 
strategy outline in detail how the functionality scores have been calculated for each 
site.  It is fundamental to the identification of a pipeline of green space improvement 
projects which provide a direct link to the mitigation of requirements arising from 
development in accordance with the Local Plan: Core Strategy.  The Action Plan 
recognises the uncertainty brought about by current financial challenges faced by the 
Council and its partners and has therefore segmented the actions into three tiers:- 
 
 Objective 1 – Retain existing functionality; 
 Objective 2 – Improve functionality; and 
 Objective 3 – Transformational projects. 
 
3.3.2 Knowsley Playing Pitches Strategy 
 
The Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) assesses the demand and supply of playing 
pitches in Knowsley.  It provides a clear, strategic framework for the maintenance 
and improvement of existing outdoor sports pitches and ancillary facilities up to 2028 
(in line with the adopted Local Plan: Core Strategy).   The strategy provides the 
evidence required to help protect playing fields to ensure sufficient land is available 
to meet existing and projected future pitch requirements. The strategy and 
supporting action plan recommends a number of priority projects for Knowsley which 
should be implemented over the next ten years.  It provides a framework for 
improvement and, although resources may not currently be in place to implement it, 
potential partners and possible sources of external funding. 
 
In terms of grass pitches, the PPS assessment for Knowsley as a whole sets out the 
current picture (2018) as being a spare capacity of 0.5 adult, 4 youth 11v11 and two 
mini 7v7 match equivalent sessions, with a shortfall of 4.5 youth 9v9 match 
equivalent sessions and mini 5v5 pitch provision being at capacity.  Future demand 
(2028) are envisaged as a shortfall of 0.5 adult, 1.5 youth 11v11, 7 youth 9v9, two 
mini 7v7 and 3.5 mini 5v5 match equivalent sessions. 
 
In terms of Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields, the PPS assessment outlines the 
following: - 
 
 Pitches – identified as suffering from significant drainage issues.  Drainage on 

the site was installed in 2003 but has failed.  The site is generally operating at 
capacity. There are issues with access to the site.  Ancillary provision is not fit for 
purpose and the club requires new maintenance equipment to better maintain 
pitches. 

 Actions – improve the quality of all pitches on the site through a review and 
subsequent improvement of the drainage system on site.  Look to train site 
groundsmen to improve knowledge and abilities through attendance of an IOG 
course.  Improve changing facilities through the creation of new, dedicated 
provision with dedicated social space.  
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3.4  Further background policy documents 
 
3.4.1 Knowsley 
 
 Council Corporate Plan and Co-operative Council Principles  
 Children and Young People’s Plan 
 Knowsley Joint Health and Well Being Strategy 
 Knowsley Community Safety Plan 

 
3.4.2 Regional/Sub-Regional: 
 
 Nature Connected: Local Nature Partnership for the Liverpool City Region 
 LCR Ecological Framework and Strategic Overview (2011) & Green Infrastructure 

Planning 
 LCR Child Poverty and Life Chances Strategy 
 Cheshire and Merseyside Public Health Network (ChaMPS) 
 Mersey Forest Plan 

 
3.4.3 National Policy: - 
 
 Local Government Act 1999 
 Public Health White Paper: Healthy Lives, Healthy People (2010) 
 Government White Paper: The Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature 

(Defra 2011) 
 Government White Paper: Local Growth ‘Realising Every Place’s Potential (2010) 
 Government’s National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 
 Localism Act 2011  
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4. MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
4.1 Opportunities and Influences 
 
The following elements have influenced the design of the draft POS Masterplan:- 
 
4.1.1 Knowsley Green Space Strategy Typologies 
 
Knowsley’s POS sites are categorised into a series of Typologies based on the 
primary function of individual sites.  These include the following:- 
 
 Parks & Gardens (sites that provide a multiple function, often including other 

green space typologies within them) 
 Children & Young People (sites provide play and recreational facilities for this age 

group) 
 Natural/Semi-Natural (site with a primary focus of public access to the natural 

environment) 
 Sports (specialist POS sites facilitating organised sports) 
 Allotments 
 Cemeteries and Churchyards 
 Greenways (often cutting across a range of sites, these have the primary function 

of providing traffic free sustainable travel routes through POS sites) 
 Amenity Green Spaces (smaller sites of POS that have little infrastructure but still 

provide a function and opportunity for general recreation) 
 
Oak Plantation is identified within the Green Space Strategy as a Natural/Semi-
Natural Typology POS, whilst Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields is a Sports 
Typology site.  Although both typologies require the sites to be publicly accessible for 
general recreation, it is under context of these specialist typologies that the design of 
these POS sites has been developed. 
 
There is no requirement for these POS sites to achieve a ‘Park & Garden’ typology 
POS.  Although the two POS sites will collectively provide a diversity of recreational 
opportunities, there is no requirement spatially, for example, to provide formal play 
facilities for Children and Young People or Allotments, which would otherwise 
potentially be an agenda for a ‘Park & Garden’ typology, as these are achieved 
through other POS sites in the local vicinity. 
 
4.1.2 Green Flag Award Principles 
 
Core to the Knowsley Green Space Strategy has been the adoption of the national 
Green Flag Award principles to firstly assess and monitor the quality of Knowsley’s 
POS sites and secondly to use these principles to inform the shape of investment to 
be made to some of Knowsley’s poorest scoring sites in order to maximise their 
potential.  The eight principles of Green Flag Award are as follows, within which 
there are further criteria that showcase the elements that represent the best qualities 
of a POS:- 
 
1. A Welcoming Place 
2. Healthy, Safe and Secure 
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3. Well Maintained and Clean 
4. Environmental Management 
5. Biodiversity, Landscape and Heritage 
6. Community Involvement 
7. Marketing and Communication 
8. Management 
 
The use of these principles ensures that investment in the POS sites is made in a 
way that ensures a complete improvement in quality across the site, rather than 
focusing on specific high profile facility or infrastructure improvements.  In the case 
of Oak Plantation and Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields, this would be interpreted 
in the form of ensuring that entrance and access infrastructure and biodiversity 
improvements for general recreation across the site was established alongside the 
specialist football and sports facility developments, which would otherwise be seen 
as the primary focus. 
 
4.1.3 Knowsley Green Space Strategy Functionality Principles 
 
Additionally, the Knowsley Green Space Strategy has delivered this further scoring 
and assessment framework which focuses more on the public benefit outcomes that 
should be achieved through POS.  Three scores have been given to POS sites 
across the borough, namely:- 
 
1. The site’s current functionality; 
2. The site’s maximum functionality potential if invested in appropriately; and 
3. The level of risk of the site losing functionality without appropriate 

investment/intervention. 
 
The following elements contribute to these cumulative scores, with a site being 
scored also for these individual elements, in turn providing a specific brief as to the 
focus of investment a site requires to raise its functionality potential to benefit the 
local community it serves:- 
 
1. Social Value 
2. Learning in the Natural Environment 
3. Health & Wellbeing 
4. Crime & Anti-Social Behaviour 
5. Economic Development 
6. Biodiversity 
7. Climate Change 
 
Although focusing on soft outcomes expected from high quality POS, the use of 
these principles identifies physical and infrastructure regeneration and improvement  
needs for a POS site that would shape a Masterplan accordingly to maximise the 
potential of the POS site in question, for example, exploring infrastructure and facility 
development that would maximise health-based or educational activity within the 
site. 
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4.1.4 Knowsley Playing Pitches Strategy and Knowsley Football Facility Strategy 
Quality Standards 
 
A key driver for the masterplanning associated with Lord Derby Memorial Playing 
Fields as a key Playing Pitch and Sports typology site is the status this site has in 
context of the wider offer of playing pitches and sports facilities across the borough.  
The emerging Playing Pitches Strategy and Football Facilities Plan for the borough 
both showcase the potential of this site to become a key hub for football and sports 
activity with the appropriate level of facility improvement. 
 
On this basis, the Football Association’s Building and Sports Facility Standards 
provide the greater detail as to the specification of facilities a top quality amateur 
football facility should achieve.  These are ‘Step 7’ Minimum Ground Grading 
Guidelines, which include requirements for provision of car parking, clubhouse, 
playing pitch standards and extents, plus requirement for at least one pitch to be 
able to have a pitch perimeter barrier for key games.  Further details can be found in 
Appendix 1 of this document. 
 
4.1.5 Other Planning Policy Parameters 
 
In addition to the above principles, further specific parameters have been brought 
into consideration, namely:- 
 
 Highways: traffic management and parking requirements and standards, as well 

as the interaction of the POS site with the public highway. 
 Environmental Health: Lighting provision on the site, noise levels generated, 

CCTV Surveillance, etc. are all informed by standards driven by Environmental 
Health scrutiny. 

 Heritage Conservation: in view of the proximity of the Knowsley Hall estate, the 
historical connection with the estate and primarily the impact that regeneration 
and improvement of the POS site will have on the approach to the Estate along 
George Hale Avenue, consideration has had to be made on how the POS 
regeneration and improvement can be sensitive to the value of this heritage 
landscape and contribute where it can to safeguarding the landscape vistas along 
the George Hale Avenue approach to the Hall. 

 
4.2 Masterplan Options and Evaluation 
 
The Masterplanning process to date has centred on production of a draft Masterplan 
document with support from specialist landscape architects and consultants (WSP 
and Steve Wells Associates), under a brief that is informed by the above-mentioned 
principles and parameters for POS regeneration and improvement  Initial 
consultation with Knowsley South Football Club as a key existing user of the Lord 
Derby Memorial Playing Fields, as well as key statutory consultees such as 
Highways, Environmental Health and Heritage Conservation within Knowsley 
Council has also been delivered within this process. 
 
In the process of developing the draft Masterplan for the two POS sites, a number of 
key elements were explored where there were potential options for appropriate 
delivery of the Masterplan.  These are described as follows:  
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4.2.1 Location of Built Facilities 
 
A key requirement for the Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields has been that existing 
storage and changing facilities on site were replaced with a higher standard facility 
that would also provide capacity for associated social activities on the site, meeting 
facility standards set by the Football Association for Step 7 facilities (as mentioned 
above), whilst also supporting sustainable management and income generation for 
the site. 
 
A number of options were identified as to the location of this facility in the context of 
the playing pitch layout of the site.  These took into consideration the following 
factors: - 
 
 Proximity and optimal location for vistas across primary playing pitches 
 Proximity to car parking and site entry point 
 Visibility for security purposes 
 Minimisation of limitation to flexible/changeable layout of the playing pitches 
 Proximity to utility connections 
 Utilisation of existing hard standing areas 
 Visual impact from surrounding housing and public highway, including historic 

approach to Knowsley Hall along George Hale Avenue 
 
Preferred Option: the draft Masterplan presents the preferred location of the built 
facilities.  As well as being in close proximity to car parking, plus convenient for utility 
connections from the highway, this option also places the building next to the main 
focal pitch for the site.  It also minimised limitation of future altering of the pitch layout 
by utilising existing hard standing. 
 
4.2.2 Location of Car Parking Facilities:  
 
Two options were considered in relation to this.  One option (Option 1) focused on 
the utilisation of the existing hard standing areas at the eastern end of the site, which 
would bring about significant cost saving in terms of surfacing for car parking, whilst 
also being in close proximity to proposed built facilities. 
 
The other (Option 2) proposed the car parking at the western end of the site, which 
would, in turn influence the built facilities also being located at this end of the site.  
The existing hard standing at the eastern end of the site would otherwise be de-
commissioned and brought back to playing pitch. 
 
Preferred Option: Whilst ultimately generating a favourable playing pitch layout and 
provision, Option 2 was deemed to be problematic in its viability, requiring a 
significantly higher level of investment to achieve the positive goal proposed. 
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4.2.3 Abandoned Playing Pitch/Meadowland:  
 
At the western end of the Playing Fields adjacent to the Oak Plantation is an 
abandoned former playing pitch that now is autonomous with Oak Plantation as an 
area of rough grassland used by visitors to the woodland.  The site has potential 
value both as a rough grassland feature within the Natural/Semi-Natural typology of 
Oak Plantation, whilst also being possible to return to active playing pitch should 
demand for footballing activity develop on Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields. 
 
Preferred Option: The draft Masterplan assumes the retention of the site as 
meadowland, but reserves the opportunity for future regeneration and improvement 
as playing pitch should demand for footballing activity on Lord Derby Memorial 
Playing Fields expand beyond its existing offer. 
 
  



Earlsfield Park POS Masterplan- Consultation Draft 35 

5. DRAFT MASTERPLAN 
 
This section sets out the draft Masterplan that aims to maximise the potential of both 
Oak Plantation and Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields in achieving the public 
benefit functions for the existing North Huyton community and new residential 
estates proposed within the Earlsfield Park development.  A description of the 
regeneration and improvement proposals for the two POS sites is below. Please 
refer also to the Spatial Masterplan on page 45 of this document. 
 
5.1 Draft Masterplan: Oak Plantation 
 
5.1.1 Boundary Treatments / Security (exterior and interior) 

 
 Boundary with Knowsley Lane: it is intended that the boundary to the site will 

contribute positively to the street scene of the area, retaining a rural landscape 
and natural image, whilst also making the site visible as an inviting public green 
space and secure from misuse by unauthorised vehicle access and fly-tipping.  
The majority of the boundary is made up of hedgerow that is in need of 
restoration and management, as well as repairs to the aging metal and wooden 
fencing. 

 Boundary with Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields: Restriction of access 
between Oak Plantation and Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields would naturally 
be retained as a result of the existing fencing and ditch forming this boundary.  At 
eastern-most point of the woodland where it narrows to a point to border the 
eastern-most playing field, there is aging makeshift metal infrastructure used to 
restrict unauthorised vehicle access into the site that will be removed and 
replaced with a presentable and welcoming pedestrian entrance feature to restrict 
unauthorised vehicle access between the woodland and the playing fields.   

 Boundary with M57: the high boundary fencing along the M57 would be 
checked for any damage or gaps.  Boundary planting/screening to hide the 
fencing would be considered to ensure woodland environment is not marred by 
views of unsightly boundary palisade fencing. 

 
5.1.2 Entrances / Access to Site (pedestrian and vehicular) 
 
The existing access points into Oak Plantation will be retained and enhanced for 
their purpose.  These entrances lie in close proximity to bus stops on Knowsley 
Lane.  The main access points are as follows:- 
 
 Western Pedestrian Entrance (opposite junction of Parkway with Knowsley 

Lane, by Bus Stop): this will be opened up for public use, the vegetation will be 
cut back, new fencing will be installed, new welcome signage and the installation 
of a suitable entrance feature and access path to promote public access, whilst 
limiting unauthorised vehicle access. 

 Central Entrance (into existing rough grassland area/former playing pitch): this 
informal gap within the boundary hedgerow will become a formal maintenance 
vehicle entrance, as well as pedestrian access point.  The entrance will be set 
back from the highway to allow for authorised vehicles to park up whilst opening 
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gates.  The entrance will be opened up and made more welcoming through 
vegetation clearance, installation of appropriate fencing and a new entrance 
feature that allows full pedestrian access whilst restricting unauthorised vehicle 
access. 

 Eastern Entrance: access is currently possible into the woodland from Knowsley 
Lane by crossing the eastern portion of Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields.  
Makeshift attempts at unauthorised vehicle restriction at this location will be 
replaced with a more consistent and robust fencing and access infrastructure that 
would continue to manage unauthorised vehicle access, whilst equally creating a 
positive image of the woodland and inviting visitors into the site.  Directional 
signage from the main entrance through Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields will 
facilitate access to the woodland and guide non-footballers beyond the playing 
fields, helping to manage any potential conflict with sporting uses. 

 
5.1.3 Additional Maintenance Access 
 
A dedicated maintenance access point also exists at the western-most point of the 
woodland.  This is used by United Utilities to access a water attenuation tank 
underground at this location.  It will therefore need to be retained, but will not have a 
public access remit.  
 
In general the public access points into Oak Plantation will have the following 
characteristics: 
 
 Be prominently located, highly visible and clear of vegetation; 
 Be visually appealing and welcoming; 
 Be accessible for all abilities (i.e. DDA standard access); 
 Remain secure against unauthorised vehicular access; 
 Be robust from damage through vandalism and not encouraging graffiti; 
 Designed in a way to avoid them being congregating points; 
 Be dressed with standard Welcome Signage used by Knowsley Council across 

all its Green Spaces. 
 
Vehicular access points will have the following characteristics: 
 
 Be purely for maintenance and authorised vehicle access only – no public 

access; 
 Be well located in a context of the traffic flow and sight lines on the highway; 
 Location must also maximise access into the site with minimum disruption by 

vehicles to site (crucially access needed specifically to the United Utilities feature 
at western-most end of site); 

 Provide refuge bays for maintenance vehicles to park off-road whilst opening the 
gates; 

 If forming part of a main entrance for public users, design must be welcoming and 
presentable; 

 If not part of a public entrance, maintenance access must be well presented but 
inconspicuous; 

 Suitable hard surfacing within the vehicle entrance to allow vehicle parking and 
avoid rutting; 
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 Vehicle gates must be robust and secure (locks must be concealed in a suitable 
boxing cover)/ 

 
5.1.4 Paths / Access within Site  
 
A suitable path network is proposed that would provide through-route access from 
west-east, as well as opportunities for circular walking routes.  This takes in the 
abandoned playing pitch, as well as interaction with the active playing fields to 
provide surfaced access from Knowsley Lane at the eastern end. 
 
Consideration of surfacing options has been made including bitmac, flexipave and 
crushed stone.  The latter will be the most appropriate option for paths across the 
site where only pedestrians will be utilising them (i.e. no vehicular access).  The 
width of the paths would be 1.2m width, though the main though path would be 2m 
wide.  The final specification will be dependent on the budget that is ultimately made 
available for these improvements.  As a generally flat site, it would be required that 
DDA standard access should be possible throughout the site. 
 
5.1.5 Woodland Restoration 
 
Oak Plantation has an active Woodland Management Plan, which has been used to 
inform the specification of works required on this habitat.  Considerations for 
biodiversity, as well as public amenity value and safety have been considered.  
Assessment of the restoration needs of the woodland will deliver the following: - 
 
 Woodland Thinning:  There would be no proposals for any clear felling or 

reduction in tree cover on the site, simply woodland thinning as a positive 
woodland management exercise to improve woodland habitat health and 
diversity.  This would involve a general reduction in the density of the woodland 
as required to improve light levels to the understorey habitat and ensure general 
good health of the tree stock within the woodland.  This will be done selectively to 
favour native climax species such as Oak, whilst removing less desirable species 
such as Sycamore.  Felling dead, dying and dangerous trees would also be part 
of this process.  This process will also address improvement of sight lines along 
preferred path routes and opening up of vistas within the site and into the site, 
particularly from Knowsley Lane (i.e. at Bus Stop area, plus in eastern-most 
woodland block). 

 Deadwood Habitats: Retention of standing and lying deadwood across the site 
as a result of felling/thinning works will be delivered, bearing in mind health and 
safety considerations, as well as disposal of wood at risk of harbouring disease 
that could affect other trees. 

 Under-planting: Combined with selective thinning, under-planting will diversify 
the age structure and increase the cover of native climax species such as Oak 
and understorey species (e.g. Hazel, Hawthorn, Holly, Field Maple, etc.) within 
the woodland. 

 Rhododendron Eradication: As a historic estate woodland, rhododendron is 
present in small amounts in this woodland.  This should be eradicated to favour a 
native understorey habitat. 
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 Japanese Knotweed Eradication: Present in a localised area of the woodland, 
this invasive species will need targeted treatment to be removed from the site. 

 Woodland Wildflower and Bulb Planting: Appropriate locations within the 
woodland should be targeted to generate displays of woodland wildflower and 
bulb displays.  In particular, native species such as Wild Garlic and English 
Bluebell should be planted within the woodland for colourful displays that would 
also increase biodiversity value. 

 
5.1.6 Meadowland Regeneration and Improvement (option for disused Playing 
Pitch)  
 
This abandoned former playing pitch is currently an area of rough grassland 
complementing the natural woodland setting of Oak Plantation.  The draft Masterplan 
proposes to retain this informal grassland habitat with grass mown rides through the 
site.  However, should future sporting demand develop there is the scope for this site 
to be returned to playing pitch – further detail is provided in section 6 of this report.  
 
The smaller open plot of land lying above the United Utilities infrastructure at the 
western-most point of the site conversely needs to be kept free from tree cover.  
Establishment of a woodland glade/meadowland on this land will therefore be 
favourable. 
 
5.1.7 Habitat / Drainage Restoration (Pond / Watercourse / Ditch) 
 
An existing pond and watercourse / ditch lie within the woodland site.  These wet 
habitats provide rich biodiversity opportunities beyond the woodland and need to be 
restored accordingly.  This includes targeted thinning / removal of trees, plus 
dredging / excavation and marginal planting as required.  It is proposed that the pond 
within the site will also be developed as a small angling facility balancing biodiversity 
value with recreational value, as well as bringing opportunities for public participation 
and engagement.  It is recognised that angling is a high demand activity in this 
locality. 
 
5.1.8 Other Works 
 
The inclusion of the following in the woodland master planning proposals has also 
been made: - 

 Artwork: as an engagement tool and providing a possible trail of interest across 
the woodland, provision of one or more pieces of art would be favourable to 
include, e.g. wood sculpture trail. 

 Natural Play: possible basic infrastructure and landscaping to promote natural 
play within the woodland would be good explore. 

 Green Gym: linked to the concept of promoting walking/running within the site, 
there could be the possibility of including Green Gym/Outdoor Fitness 
infrastructure.  Layout and location may be dependent on path routes and may be 
better focused on playing fields. 
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 Dipping Platform: complementing the pond restoration, possible installation of a 
dipping platform to aid educational and recreational group activity around the 
pond would be positive. 

 Seating: as a basic standard, benches with backrests and armrests would be 
needed to ensure accessibility of the site for those with mobility issues.  However, 
tailored seating could be provided in the form of artwork/natural play.  Avoidance 
of groupings of seating is required to prevent large congregations. 

 Bins: generally located at entrances or other accessible locations for easy 
emptying by maintenance operatives. 

 Interpretation/Noticeboards: linked to welcome signage or located throughout 
the site, some interpretation/noticeboards would be important to contribute to 
welcoming nature of the site. 

 
5.2 Draft Masterplan: Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields 
 
5.2.1 Boundary Treatments / Security (exterior and interior) 
 
 Boundary with Knowsley Lane: the dominant feature of this boundary is the 

established hedgerow.  This will be retained and restored to enhance its quality.  
Key consideration will be made, however, for the improved visibility and positive 
image of the site as a sporting facility, which will focus on the provision of well 
designed, prominent entrances to the playing fields within this boundary. 

 Boundary of Woodland Block (SE corner of the site): currently made up of 
aging metal railings with hedging in front, the presentation, lifespan and security 
of this boundary will be reviewed.  This treatment will sit alongside a woodland 
thinning exercise on the woodland block itself that will enhance the visual appeal 
of this woodland, as well as its habitat value, without removing its overall 
coverage. 

 Boundary with Oak Plantation: the playing fields’ boundary with the woodland 
is defined by a watercourse / ditch.  Linked to habitat and drainage restoration, 
this will remain defined as a stronger boundary feature limiting access between 
the woodland and the pitches except for the eastern-most point of the woodland 
where access is possible via the eastern-most playing pitch. 
 
The central playing pitches are currently fenced off along the ditch, as well as 
along the boundary with the eastern-most playing pitch.  It is desirable to retain 
this infrastructure along the boundary with the woodland to manage access onto 
these pitches due to conflicts between formal sporting and informal recreational 
uses.   

 
 Boundary with Private Residence (Opposite Junction with Thornton Way): 

this building located at western end of playing pitches plus associated land plot is 
under private management.  This will require some element of re-design to 
ensure a presentable or screened boundary to both the playing field and 
woodland either side of this site. 

 Entrances / Access to Site (pedestrian and vehicular): crucially, access into 
the playing pitches will focus on suitable provision of vehicle access for the 
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players and spectators associated with the formal sporting activity on the site and 
its key built facilities.  In addition, pedestrian access into the site will also be 
required to connect the playing pitches and the woodland beyond. 
 

5.2.2 Main Entrance 
 
A main prominent and well-designed entrance for pedestrians and vehicles alike, 
which is in close proximity to bus stops on Knowsley Lane will be established.  It is 
proposed that the existing entrance at the south western end of the site will be 
developed into a formal main entrance for all vehicular traffic.  Some other 
considerations for this main entrance would include:- 
 
 Site security: further discussion will be needed on management and usage of the 

site.  It is likely, however, that vehicle access will only be required at formal events 
and activities rather than providing general public access for vehicles 24 hours a 
day.  Therefore a security gate at the main entrance will be required to prevent 
unauthorised access at other times.  This will need to be robust and of a design 
that prevents not only 4x4 access but also motorcycles.  Locks on the gates would 
need to be protected in boxings. 

 Pedestrian Access: aside from the lockable vehicle access within the main 
entrance, pedestrian access will be made possible 24 hours a day at this same 
location.  In line with specifications set out under Oak Plantation, this entrance will 
be DDA standard access, yet provide restriction to unauthorised motorcycle 
access, etc.  Signage and branding to showcase the permitted public access for 
general recreation will also be installed at this entrance, to ensure it is not 
perceived as a private sporting facility. 

 Visibility/Branding: the entrance will showcase the sporting facility by widening 
the space and making a prominent feature with signage to offset the relative 
screening of the site along the rest of the boundary by the existing hedgerow.  
This will need to take into account historic linkages with the Knowsley Hall Estate 
and the original entrance feature that exists elsewhere on the site. 

 Maintenance Access: subject to maintenance arrangements on the site and 
location of entrance, this entrance may also serve as the key access point for 
maintenance vehicles serving both the Playing Fields and the woodland.  Design 
considerations as set out under Oak Plantation (above) will also be factored into 
this design. 

 
5.2.3 Additional Entrances (Maintenance/Authorised Vehicles) 
 
Further authorised vehicle access will be retained at the original entrance opposite 
junction with Thornton Way (SW corner of playing fields).  A key feature at this 
former main entrance to the playing fields is an entrance feature with tall pillars and 
decorated high gates, lying adjacent to a privately owned building and land plot, 
which would be intended to be retained. 
 
5.2.4 Access for Vehicles  
 
The main entrance will be designed with a bellmouth that adheres to standard 
section 278 highways standards for vehicles and will maximise sightlines for access 
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and egress.  Leading from a main entrance, a 5.8m wide (2 way) bitmac surfaced 
access road wide enough to take the level of vehicle envisaged for the site will need 
installing to get to the car park and built facilities.  This road will be designed to 
restrict vehicle access onto other parts of the site (e.g. playing fields), with the 
exception of authorised maintenance vehicles, for which access points will be 
created accordingly.  Beyond the access road, a plan for the wider site would show 
where vehicle access would be permitted so as not to damage the drainage 
infrastructure of the playing pitches.  This would need to include guidance on what 
maintenance vehicles could drive onto the pitches and where other vehicles could go 
without damaging the site, i.e. this may be important for future arrangement of 
community events.  Factoring in matting/tracking as temporary measures into the 
budget may be an option if required. 
 
5.2.5 Pedestrian Paths  
 
The primary agenda for any pedestrian path installation would be to guide visitors to 
the community woodland to the rear of the site.  Linkages between the entrance from 
Knowsley Lane through the Playing Fields to the eastern access point into the 
woodland need to be made will include defined paths to promote less use of pitches.  
 
Crucially, it is proposed that the path form the limit of permitted access by dog 
walkers on the playing fields, allowing them to access the woodland, but not 
permitting use of the playing fields for this purpose.  This is in line with the primary 
sporting use of the pitches and the conflict that has been ongoing with dog fouling on 
the pitches and dog owners not keeping their dogs under control whilst matches and 
training activity is being held on the site.  This management approach is proposed to 
be re-enforced by formal Public Safety Protection Orders (PSPOs) relating to 
exclusion of dogs from the area.   
 
The specification of this path will be a 2m bitmac surfaced path.  Interaction with any 
vehicle use on the site would be managed with enhanced robust surfacing to paths 
at points where vehicles would cross and also ensuring safety measures to avoid 
incidents between vehicles and pedestrians. 
 
5.2.6 Car Park  
 
The existing car parking utilises a hard surface area that was formerly tennis courts 
at the eastern end of the site.  This is a natural opportunity to use this existing 
surfacing for viable car parking moving forward.  Car parking is exclusively needed 
on site in connection to organised sporting activity rather than general recreational 
access by the community.  Two areas of hard standing exist on the site.  The area 
nearest the entrance, pavilion and access road will be formally surfaced with bitmac, 
whilst, subject to budget, the other will act as an overflow car park with a more 
informal crushed stone surfacing. 
 
The car park will be designed with the following considerations: - 
 
 Defined parking bays to maximise the space and avoid inefficient sprawling 

parking space; 
 Suitable level of disability access parking bays; 
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 Parking space for visiting teams (i.e. coaches/larger vehicles); 
 Bicycle bay provision near to the Pavilion; 
 Restrictive measures as required to prevent unauthorised vehicles driving beyond 

the car park onto the wider playing pitch site (subject to management of access 
for arranged activities); 

 Management of drainage considerations subject to the surfacing used for the car 
park (e.g. if existing hard surfacing is used, does this already have a drainage 
infrastructure associated with it if impermeable at present).  

 
The car park and pavilion will also be supported with suitable coverage of lighting 
and CCTV to aid usage, safety and security of the facilities.  These will take full 
consideration of minimising wider impact on surrounding residential properties in 
terms of coverage and also hours of operation in line with the formal use of the car 
park and pavilion for organised activities only.  This is aided by the chosen location 
of the car park and pavilion behind the woodland screen in the south eastern corner 
of the site.  The car park would be closed at the main access point when formal 
sporting or other arranged activity is not being delivered. 
 
5.2.7 Pavilion/Changing Facilities 
 
Knowsley Council and Knowsley South FC have explored the options for 
regeneration and improvement of built facilities on the site.  Visual impact of these 
facilities is important, as well as security from vandalism/burglary, plus general 
building regulation requirements, etc.  This facility will need planning permission, 
which will be submitted imminently.  This application will define the permitted hours 
of operation following consultation with the Council’s Planning and Environmental 
Health services, and local residents.  However, at the time of printing, it would be 
envisaged that the facility would not operate beyond 10pm. 
 
The built facilities are intended to fulfil the following functions in line with the extent of 
playing pitch provision envisaged for the site.  Engagement with the Football 
Foundation and the Liverpool County FA has been important to help define the 
specification in line with general good practice, as statutory consultees in a planning 
process for the facilities:- 
 
 Changing Facilities: the overriding consideration in relation to provision of 

changing facilities is that they meet the national standards from the Football 
Association for the provision of Junior, Adult Men’s and Women’s Football, as 
well as considerations for Disabled People.  Aside from this wider requirement, 
Knowsley South FC have reported the following being required (level of provision 
TBC with Knowsley South FC and Sport England/County FA): - 

 Changing Rooms; 
 Shower Facilities (allowing for male and female); 
 Referee Changing Rooms; 
 Toilets; 
 Kitchen/Servery Area; 
 Provision of Drinking Water. 

 Pavilion: in addition to the practical changing facilities, the pavilion will also 
support a wider social/community offer.  This would include a multi-functional 
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room, perhaps with catering/bar facilities that would be available for community 
use and also private hire to support sustainability of the facilities. 

 Maintenance Equipment and Football Activity Storage: Knowsley South FC 
performs a site management and maintenance function, which will need to be 
catered for in renewed built facilities.  The specification of this will need to be 
defined by the FCfootball club based on their equipment storage at present. 

 Existing Changing/Storage Facilities: these existing built assets will de-
commissioned and disposed.  This would include addressing the existing utility 
connections to the facilities, as well as asbestos surveying and any hard standing 
foundation that supports the facilities. 

 Other considerations: the following would need to be considered in the building:  

 Security measures – secure built facilities and measures, plus possible CCTV 
inclusion if deemed appropriate and manageable; 

 Where possible, incorporation of energy saving/sustainability considerations 
would also be important; 

 Utility connections (Gas, Electricity, Virgin Media, Water (mains supply, 
surface water and foul sewer drainage), etc.); 

 DDA accessibility.  
 
5.2.8 Playing Pitch Enhancements 
 
The primary focus of the Masterplan is to maximise the site for provision of high 
quality playing pitches that would serve the Central Knowsley area.  There will be 
retention of the full extent of playing pitch hectarage that the site offers to align with 
the Knowsley Playing Pitch Strategy, as well as ensuring FA standards are met and 
access to specialist funds such as Football Foundation is possible to achieve.  The 
optimal mix of pitch sizes have been discussed with the Knowsley South FC and 
presented in the Masterplan accordingly, though this layout is changeable with 
developing demand. 
 
Crucially, suitable provision of drainage for the pitches will be essential.  An existing 
infrastructure has been installed previously (est. 2003), which will be reviewed for 
condition and operation, though this only covers the western portion of the playing 
field site.  The rest of the playing field site will be invested in to ensure satisfactory 
drainage for the pitches across the whole site. 
 
Additionally, to support the multi-functional potential of the site for community events 
space, it may be important to ensure that there is an area of the site that events 
vehicles and other large vehicles that would otherwise damage the drainage systems 
of the pitches can come onto the site to serve community events if and when held. 
 
It is the aspiration for this site to achieve, or at least work towards, Step 7 Standard 
in Amateur Playing Pitch provision.  This would include the provision of at least one 
pitch that could be dressed with perimeter barrier fencing as a focal final pitch. 
 
There may be an optional aspiration for the western-most abandoned playing pitch to 
be explored for regeneration and improvement, subject to sporting demand.  
Consideration of restoration costs including drainage, levelling and grass 
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establishment are being considered, as well as access arrangements and security in 
a context of the wider boundary with Oak Plantation (though the pitch would remain 
as a publicly accessible green space asset). 
 
5.2.9 Other Sporting Provision 
 
There has been some suggestion of possible inclusion of other sports within the site, 
e.g. cricket.  This will be explored further with the Knowsley South FC and other 
stakeholders to confirm. 
 
5.2.10 Landscaping 
 
Consideration of tree planting and landscaping works around the main playing pitch 
and built facilities will be included.  In particular, the boundary of the site with George 
Hale Avenue will be a key focus to complement this approach to Knowsley Hall.  
This will be in the form of boundary vegetation restoration, hedge planting and 
avenue tree planting. 
 
5.2.11 Other Works 
 
There will be wider considerations as with Oak Plantation, including artwork, natural 
play, green gyms, seating, bins, etc.  Crucially, signage giving user guidance to non-
footballers would be important particularly in responsible dog use of the site and 
restriction of other activities such as picnics, golf, etc. on the playing pitches when 
formal sports are not being played on the site. 
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Figure 6: Draft Public Open Space Masterplan 
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Figure 7: Draft Delivery Phasing Plan 
 
Insert draft phasing plan 
 
© Crown Copyright Knowsley MBC 100017655, 2018 
 
 

ushers
Rectangle





Earlsfield Park POS Masterplan - Consultation Draft 47 

6. DRAFT DELIVERY PLAN 
 
The development of the Masterplan for Oak Plantation and Lord Derby Memorial 
Playing Fields captures the aspirations for enhancing the quality of these POS sites 
and maximising their function on providing public benefit to the surrounding 
communities they are intended to serve.  The key challenge in realising this goal is 
securing the financial and partnership resources, as well as the positive community 
engagement and ownership, which, due to the scale of the proposals is something 
that will require a phased process.  Achievement of the whole Master Plan would be 
subject to if and when these resources become available. 
 
6.1 Phasing of Delivery 
 
Figure 7 sets out an estimated phasing plan for the delivery of the improvement 
works to these POS sites.  The phasing has been set based on the availability of 
various financial resources (see below under ‘Funding’ section 6.3), the focus of the 
investment they can bring to the sites and the timescales by which they could be 
secured.  Illustrative Phases are as below: - 
 
6.1.1 Phase 1: Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields – Sports Facilities Investment 
 
This phase of works encompasses a programme of capital investment in the Playing 
Fields site funded by a combination of Football Foundation and section 106 funding 
totalling an estimated £1.2m.  This finance is subject to a grant being secured from 
Football Foundation and section 106 funding from the Earlsfield Park development 
being secured in the same timescale.  It is estimated that works would commence 
being delivered in 2020. 
  
The focus of this investment will be to the easternmost part of the site, including the 
provision of a new Sports Pavilion and Changing Facilities on the site, as well as 
main vehicle entrance, access road, car parking infrastructure (and associated 
lighting/CCTV) and maintenance compound.  Playing Pitch enhancements to all 
pitches working towards FA Step 7 facility standards will also be delivered, alongside 
a phase of wider landscaping as will be required.  Pedestrian access to Oak 
Plantation would also be installed in the form of a 2m bitmac path. 
 
6.1.2 Phase 2: Oak Plantation Regeneration and Improvement  
 
The delivery of this Phase will utilise the section 106 funding made available to 
improve Oak Plantation.  This resource would be tool to attract further match funding 
from other external funding sources such as Landfill Communities Fund, etc. to 
achieve the required budget to complete capital investment in this community 
woodland as set out in the draft Masterplan. 
  
Due to the nature of funding resources, this phase itself may be broken into a series 
of smaller Phases based on funding and partnership resource becoming available at 
different times.  For example, woodland thinning works may be achieved through 
securing partnership support from providers such as Eddie Stobart Group at a 
timescale independent of other woodland investments such as path installation, pond 
improvements, green gym installation, etc. 
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However, where possible this work would be aligned in one phase of investment and 
even align with the delivery of Phase 1 activity on Lord Derby Memorial Playing 
Fields.  Conversely, should the necessary financial and partnership resource for Oak 
Plantation be secured prior to the set timescales of Phase 1, this work may actually 
be the first element to be delivered. 
  
6.1.3 Phase 3: Sports Facility Enhancement and Expansion: - 
  
This phase will be subject to initial monitoring of sports development on the site and 
the ultimate need to expand the facility provision to cater for growing demand.  It 
must be noted that this is an optional phase and not formally set as an intention for 
the site.  If this investment was made, it would happen after all other phases as it 
would be subject to the site functioning for a number of years before assessment is 
made for any expansion. 
  
Expansion of the sports facilities could entail conversion of one of the full sized grass 
playing pitches into a 3G playing pitch.  This would most likely be the pitch identified 
with ‘Point 8’ on the draft Masterplan, which is in close proximity to the proposed built 
facilities and car parking, etc.  The facility would entail a formal artificial all-weather 
surface with fencing and flood lighting that would raise the capacity of the site to host 
a higher demand of sporting activity beyond the existing grass pitch offer. 
 
Additionally, the option exists that the abandoned playing pitch currently acting as 
rough grassland within Oak Plantation could be converted back to an active playing 
pitch.  Furthermore, subject to overflow parking requirements, sections of the 
existing hard standing areas at the eastern end of the site could be converted back 
to playing pitch to supplement with a junior sized pitch. 
 
6.2 Timescales 
 
The above-described phasing is illustrative and will be subject to the timescales of 
external funding resources and partnership engagement being secured.  A key 
defining timeframe, however, is the securing of funding associated with Phase 1, 
namely Football Foundation and section 106 funding as outlined below.  It is 
envisaged that these funds would be in place to allow Phase 1 to be delivered by 
early 2020, but would be subject to a successful Football Foundation Application, as 
well as release of section 106 funds within the appropriate timescale from the 
Ion/Bellway development to the east. 
 
The same section 106 funding will set a defining timescale for investments in Oak 
Plantation (Phase 2).  If secured by the end of 2019 as currently estimated at time of 
publication of this report, this will give time for match funding opportunities to be 
explored during 2019 ready for implementation of works in 2020 also.  However, 
some elements of Phase 2 works could be delivered sooner subject to external 
funding opportunities and partnership resources being successfully secured in 2019. 
 
Any expansion proposals of the sports facilities, as described in Phase 3 above, 
would be subject to review of sporting demand on site after a number of years of 
operation, plus wider contextual assessment linked to review of the Knowsley 
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Playing Pitches Strategy and Knowsley Football Facilities Plan.  It must be noted that 
these works may not come to fruition but remain as optional investments subject to 
this assessment of demand, and availability of funding to complete the works. 
 
6.3 Funding 
 
A suite of financial resources will be required in order to realise this Master Plan in 
it’s entirety.  The availability of these resources will define the progression to 
achieving the proposals of the draft Masterplan.  Some of the key financial resources 
that may be accessed for these POS sites include: - 
 
6.3.1 Earlsfield Park Development ‘Section 106’ Funding 
 
At the time of publication of this report, £0.750m of funding was intended to be made 
available to the regeneration and improvement of POS linked to the wider 
development of the Earlsfield Park site to the east, by developers Ion and Bellway.  
This would be paid in two tranches based on key milestones within the Earlsfield 
Park development linked to progress on the residential and commercial development 
works. 
 
It is anticipated at this time that these funds would be transferred to Knowsley 
Council by the end of 2019 and would be used to support the investment in both 
Lord Derby Memorial Playing Fields and Oak Plantation, though the balance of 
investment between the two will be subject to the split of funds within the S106 
agreement and the successful securing of match funding resources. 
 
6.3.2 Football Foundation 
 
Knowsley Council has the opportunity to apply for up to £0.600m from the Football 
Foundation ‘Premier League & the FA Facilities Fund’.  This requires a pound for 
pound match funding requirement, which can be satisfied by the section 106 funding 
once received or other funding sources to be explored.  This funding would be 
targeted at the development of the specialist football facilities on the site, working 
towards FA standards in facilities and contributing to objectives of the Knowsley 
Playing Pitch Strategy and Knowsley Football Facilities Plan.  An application for this 
scheme is due to be submitted in January 2019. 
 
Additionally, the Football Foundation offer a ‘Maintenance Grants Scheme’, which 
could help to invest in the maintenance facilities and equipment for the site. 
 
6.3.3 Landfill Communities Fund 
 
A variety of grants schemes existing under this fund linked to numerous Landfill 
Operators, which instead of paying tax on their operations are able to utilise the 
equivalent funds as grants for community and environmental projects based on a 
site’s proximity to local landfill sites.  These schemes vary in the scale of their 
investment from a few thousand pounds up to £0.075m. 
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An assessment will be made as to the relevant grant schemes that will support this 
Master Plan, though both sites could be eligible subject to the criteria of each 
individual fund. 
6.3.4 Knowsley Council 
 
Limited resources exist within Knowsley Council to directly invest in the delivery of 
the draft Masterplan proposals, though some resource may be secured through 
additional section 106 funding schemes on other developments in the vicinity as 
identified through development proposals and planning applications as they arise.  
Furthermore, the Council offers funding through the Better Together Fund, which 
may be able to offer small scale funds to the scheme. 
 
Where potential gaps in match funding arise for Knowsley Council would be 
committed to supporting achievement of works where required.  The Council would 
also provide dedicated ‘in-kind’ support through the Environmental Sustainability 
Service and other Council staffing resources to facilitate the regeneration,  
improvement and management of the POS sites. 
 
6.3.5 Other Funding Resources 
 
A wide range of grant based, corporate sponsorship, Lottery, Government and other 
funding and partnership schemes exist that may play a role in supporting the 
achievement of the draft Masterplan.  These will continuously be researched and 
maximised to supplement the above mentioned resources where possible. 
 
6.3.6 Planning Applications 
 
It is expected that Phase 1 will require a formal planning application in relation to the 
works included in this phase, namely entrance regeneration and improvement, 
access road and car park, plus construction of the pavilion and maintenance/storage 
facilities. 
 
A planning application will be required for Phase 2 covering works within Oak 
Plantation, focusing on the new maintenance vehicle/pedestrian entrance 
construction, as well as tree clearance works in a targeted location currently covered 
by a Tree Preservation Order.  Additionally, woodland thinning and other 
management works across the woodland will require a Felling Licence to be 
obtained in due course. 
 
Ultimately, should a 3G pitch development become viable as a possible Phase 3 
scheme, this will also be subject to a planning application.  This will, however, be 
subject to an assessment of need and demand for the site, as well as financial and 
management sustainability. 
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7. HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE DRAFT MASTERPLAN 
 
Find out more 
 
All consultation documents, including response forms, are available online.  Please 
visit the Council’s website via the following link: 
 
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/Earlsfield-Consultation  
 
Consultation documents are also available to view in Huyton Library, Huyton One 
Stop Shop and the Prescot Centre during normal opening hours.  
 
You can view materials at our consultation “drop in” event to be held at: 
 
Venue: SPACE Centre, St Columba’s Primary School, Hillside Road, Huyton,  
L36 8BL. 
Date: 10th December 2018 
Time: 3.30pm-7pm 
 
Council officers will be on hand to answer any questions you may have, you will also 
be able to collect and return a response form during the event.  
 
Responding to the consultation: 
 
Please use our website to respond to the consultation. Alternatively, you can 
download or collect a response form and return to the Council via: 
 
Email:    earlsfield@knowsley.gov.uk 
 
Post (postage needed):  Earlsfield POS consultation 

Knowsley Council 
Ground Floor 
Yorkon Building 
Huyton 
L36 9FB 

 
Responses must reach us by the deadline of 5pm on Friday 4 January 2019.  
 
Contact us: 
 
If you have any questions please contact the Environmental Sustainability Team on: 
 
Phone: 0151 443 3682 
 
Other formats: 
 
You can also get this information in other formats. Please phone Customer 
Services on 0151 443 4031 or email customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk 
  



Earlsfield Park POS Masterplan - Consultation Draft 52 

Appendix 1 
 

GROUND GRADING REQUIREMENTS 
 

Step 7 Minimum Ground Grading Guidelines 
 
 

1. GROUND 
 
1.1 Security of Tenure 
 
Where a club does not own the freehold of their ground then evidence of adequate 
security of tenure must be provided. 
 
1.2 Ground Share 

 
Ground sharing would be at the discretion of each league within the National League 
System, taking into account local circumstances.  Where ground sharing is permitted 
the club must have sole control over and use of facilities on match days. 

 
Ground sharing must not be allowed in order for a club to gain promotion. 
 
1.3 Capacity 
 
There is no stated ground capacity.  
 
1.4 Boundary of Ground 
 
There is no requirement for a ground to be enclosed in any way. 
 
1.5 Clubhouse 
 
A clubhouse facility, whilst being desirable, is not compulsory. 
 
If a clubhouse facility exits either on or adjacent to the ground, this should be open 
on match days to provide refreshments to spectators. 
 
1.6 Car Parking 
 
There should be adequate car parking facilities on or adjacent to the ground. 
 
1.7 Pitch Perimeter Barrier 
 
As a minimum, there must be post and rope surrounding the pitch on all those sides 
that may be occupied by spectators.  
 
The barrier, if other than solid wall type of construction may be infilled.  Advertising 
boards may be acceptable as a means of infill.  
 



Earlsfield Park POS Masterplan - Consultation Draft 53 

Ideally, there should be a minimum of 1.83 metres, ideally 2 metres between the 
touchline, goal line and the pitch perimeter barrier.  
 
1.8 Pitch Standards 
 
The playing surface will be grass, unless otherwise authorised by the respective 
League Rules and must be of an acceptable standard.  It must be free from surface 
depressions and excessive undulations. 
 
The maximum slope allowable shall not exceed an even gradient of vertical to 
horizontal 1 : 41 in any direction.  
 
1.9 Playing Area 
 
The playing area is to be in accordance with the requirements of the Laws of the 
Game.  Law 1 states that the length of the touchline must be greater than the length 
of the goal line. 
 
Length  Minimum 90 m (100 yds)  Maximum 120 m (130 yds) 
Width  - Minimum 45 m (50 yds)  Maximum 90 m (100 yds) 
 
It should be noted that at Grade H the playing area must be a minimum of 100 
metres x 64 metres. 
 
Goal posts and goal net supports should be of professional manufacture and conform 
to the current safety requirements and to the requirements of the Laws of the Game.   
 
Reference should be made to the Goalpost Safety Information booklet published by 
The Football Association. 
 
1.10 Technical Area 
 
Portable trainers’ boxes are permitted and must be securely fixed when in use. 
 
It is desirable for a Technical Area to be marked out in accordance with the guidance 
contained in the ‘Laws of the Game’ booklet.  
 
1.11 Secure Walkway 
 
A secure walkway is not a requirement. 
 
1.12 Floodlighting 
 
Floodlighting is not compulsory at this Grade.  
 
However, where it is provided it must be to an average lux reading of 120.  No single 
reading can be less than one quarter of the highest reading so as to ensure an even 
spread of light.  
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Reading shall be on a grid of 88 markings (8 across, 11 down) evenly spaced with 
the outside readings falling on the pitch boundary line.  The average of all the 
readings is taken to be the average illumination level in lux of the floodlighting 
installation. 
 
The lux values must be tested every two years in accordance with current guidelines 
by an approved independent contractor. 
 
When new or improved installations are being planned, an average lux. reading of 
180 should be provided. 
 
1.13 Public Address System 
 
A public address system is not compulsory. 
 
1.14 Entrances 
 
There is no requirement for fixed entry points.   
 
However, where a turnstile is installed, it must be fully operational and of the 
controlled revolving type. 
 
1.15 Exits 
 
Where fixed exit points are provided, there must be sufficient to ensure the safe 
evacuation of the ground if necessary.  
 
All exits must be clearly signposted. 
 
1.16 Emergency Access 
 
Access for emergency services should be provided. 
 
 
2. SPECTATOR FACILITIES 
 
2.1 Seated Accommodation 
 
Seated accommodation is not a requirement. 
 
2.2 Covered Standing Accommodation 
 
Covered accommodation is not compulsory.   
 
Hard standing is not compulsory.   
 
However, where it is provided it must be a minimum width of 0.9 metre, measured 
from the spectator side of the pitch perimeter barrier where provided.  .  
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2.3 Toilets 
 
Provision should be made for adequate toilet facilities. 
 
2.4 Refreshment Facilities 
 
Refreshment facilities for spectators are not compulsory.  
 
 
3. DRESSING ROOM FACILITIES 
 
All dressing rooms must be secure and suitable for purpose. 
 
3.1 Players 
 
Separate dressing rooms must be provided for both teams.  Existing dressing room 
dimensions will be in order, provided that they are of a minimum of 12 square metres, 
excluding shower and toilet areas.  However, clubs wishing to progress should be 
aware of the need to increase to a minimum of 18 square metres.  Where clubs are 
planning to build new changing rooms, these must be planned to be a minimum size 
of 18 square metres, excluding shower and toilet areas.   
 
Each dressing room should have the following:  
 

A shower area comprising of at least 3 working showerheads for each team – 
if not located in the dressing room then they must be located adjacent to it.  

 
Adequate toilet facilities exclusively for the use of players - if not located in the 
dressing room then they must be located adjacent to it and must not be 
accessible to the general public. 

  
Hot and cold running water 

 
Shared shower facilities are not acceptable.  
 
Ideally separate toilet facilities should be provided for each team.  It is not acceptable 
for players and match officials to share toilet facilities. 
  
In order to be considered for promotion to Step 6, clubs must have en suite shower 
and toilet facilities with a minimum of 4 showerheads. 
 
3.2 Match Officials 
 
Separate dressing rooms must be provided for match officials, the minimum size of 
which shall be  
4 square metres excluding shower and toilet areas. 
 
Each match official’s dressing room should have the following: 
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 At least 1 working showerhead. 
 

Adequate toilet facilities, exclusively for the use of match officials, which must 
be separate from those provided for the players.  These do not necessarily 
need to be situated in the dressing room but must not be accessible to the 
general public. 

 
Hot and cold running water 

 
Provision should be made for changing accommodation for both male and female 
match officials. 
 
When new changing rooms are being planned or existing changing rooms 
refurbished an area of 6 square metres and facilities for mixed gender match officials 
should be provided. 
 
In order to comply with the G Grade after promotion to Step 6, clubs must provide en 
suite shower and toilet facilities for the match officials. 
 
All dressing room areas to be maintained to a high level of cleanliness and 
secure on match days. 
 
 
4. MEDICAL 
 
There must be a suitable qualified person (minimum F.A. Save a Life) in attendance. 
 
All clubs must provide first aid equipment at their ground. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page is left intentionally blank



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information log on to 
www.knowsley.gov.uk/ 
Earlsfield-Consultation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You can also get this information in other formats. Please 
phone Customer Services on 0151 443 4031 or email 

customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Copyright © 2018 Metropolitan Borough of Knowsley 




