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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 

Presented in this report are the Tree and Woodland Survey results and Woodland 
Management plan for the woodland area within Bowring Park & Golf Course. This 
management plan has been compiled in order to help the regeneration of the original 
historic parklands and to aid the course with the management of their woodland resource. 
This survey will primarily take into account the area of land north of the M62, with the area 
to the south included using an amalgamation of existing and new survey data. 

 

A survey of the existing Woodland at Bowring Park Golf Course has been conducted by a 
suitably qualified and competent Arboriculturist and Woodland Manager in accordance with 
Key Targets set out in The UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) and the UK Woodland Assurance 
Standard (UKWAS) which satisfies the intended outcome of this Survey and Management 
Plan. 

 

The site is currently under an existing management plan. 
 

The site is currently subject to a Tree Preservation order (Order No. 5 – 2013). 
 

For the purposes of this report the woodland within Bowring Park Golf Course has been 

divided into 10 compartments. 

The site has good ecological value due to a variety of habitats present including woodland, 

scrubland and grassland and is also in proximity to wetland areas and ponds. 

Overall tree quality is good; however work is required in order to provide a solution to the 

objectives within this plan. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

 

 
 
 

The information contained in this plan is based on data gathered during a survey of the site. 

It describes the woodland and operations planned to fulfil the management objectives  in 

the UK Forestry Standard (UKFS). 

 
The management plan covers a ten year period between 2015 and 2025. 

 
The survey was carried out by means of a ground-level walkover of the site on 15th 

November 2014 by Colin Ness, a competent and qualified forester. During the site visit, a 

survey of the trees growing both on and immediately adjacent to the site was conducted. 

This report presents the results of the survey and a woodland management plan. 

 
This report details a strategy for woodland management that will ensure the continuity of 

tree cover while providing maximum benefit to local wildlife and aid in the regeneration of 

the historic and amenity value of the golf and parkland areas. It will also aid the current 

residents (Mack Trading) in making tree related health and safety decisions to ensure the 

safety of visitors to the course. 

 
In most circumstances the aim of restoration would be to create the conditions needed to 
promote the development of native woodland over the longer term. Complete 
reinstatement of past conditions is not a realistic target for Bowring Park. 

 
Usually, those conditions are not known and permanent changes will often have taken  
place, such as the introduction of the grey squirrel to the UK or changing climatic conditions. 

 
Restoration is a long-term process. It is not simply a matter of removing non-native trees 
and shrubs. The initial aim of this plan is to secure and enhance current woodland features 
and aid the native trees where feasible. 

 

Successful native woodland development depends on there being sufficient sources of 
colonising flora and fauna. Success is also influenced by the method of restoration and the 
care taken in carrying out operations. 
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1.0 Introduction (Continued) 
 

 

 

Trees can play an important role on the golf course. 

They can provide: 

  Screening between holes (to include stray golf balls going onto  residential 

areas/M62) 

  General visual impact, particularly on a parkland course 

  Ecological value 

  Carbon sequestration 
 

Trees can restrict light and airflow to turf, slowing the speed at which moisture is removed 

from the surface. Dew needs to dry before golfers walk on the surface, or fungi can spread, 

leading to diseases such as fusarium. 

Roots can spread towards, or onto, the surface of the green and rob the turf of vital water 

and nutrients. 

Certain trees can also be inappropriate on golf courses. Leylandii are non-native and short 

lived with a lifespan of 30-40 years. As well as looking contrived and  offering minimal 

wildlife value, they start to degenerate and can blow over after 25-30 years. 

The Lombardy poplar is another species with a short life, and matures from the inside out, 

so disease cannot be seen easily from the exterior. Branches snap off and leaf and twig fall is 

prolific, presenting dangers to man and machinery. 

In order to get the best from golf course trees, they must be managed. 
 

This report will try to achieve the intended outcomes within the aims and objectives while 

making a conscious effort in improving and adding to, the overall quality of canopy cover 

throughout the park and golf course. 
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2.0 Woodland Description 
 

 

 

 

2.1 
 

Woodland Name: Bowring Park & Golf Course 
 
 

Location: The woodland is situated within the grounds of  Bowring Park 
& Golf course. 

 

Ordinance Survey Grid Ref: SD 342741 390447 
 

Area: Approximately 49 hectares. 
 

Species/Age: The  main  woodland  areas  includes,  Acer  campestre   (Field 
maple), Acer platanoides (Norway maple), Acer 
pseudoplatanus (Sycamore), Elderberry (Sambucus nigra), 
Alder (Alnus glutinosa), Goat willow (Salix caprea), Common 
lime (Tilia europaea), Common yew (Taxus baccata), Common 
hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), Holly (Ilex aquifolium), 
Whitebeam (Sorbus aria), Pinus sylvestris (Scots pine), Betula 
pendula (Silver birch), Sorbus aucuparia (Common rowan), 
Corylus avellana (Common hazel), Fraxinus excelsior (Ash), 
Populus spp (Poplar spp), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), 
Common beech (Fagus sylvatica), Sweet chestnut (Castanea 
sativa) and Horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum). Tree 
ages are a mixture of young (2-5 years) to mature (40+ years). 

 

Altitude limits: 28 metres above sea level. 
 

Local Authority: Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council. 
 

Site Description: The  woodland  area is situated off  Roby Road  and  is located 

within Bowring Park Golf Course. To the south west boundary 

of the woodland is the M62 with the east being 

predominantly residential properties. 

Bowring Park & Golf Course is set within the grounds of 

Bowring Park, a leisure and recreational park built on land 

donated to the people of Liverpool by the Bowring family in 

1907. 

For the purpose of this report the woodland area has been 

divided into 10 compartments. These compartments border 

the golf course fairways with exception of the parkland area 

adjacent to Roby Road. 
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2.0 Woodland Description (Continued) 
 

 

 
 

Aims: -To manage the land for the benefit of biodiversity; 

 
-To manage the tree stock to provide a safe environment for 

pedestrians and users of the golf facilities; 

 
-To create new habitats ready for occupation by wildlife; 

 
-To maintain the newly planted woodland; 

 
-To provide a platform for the regeneration of historic parkland and 

associated management of the site. 

 
2.2 Image 1 below shows and aerial view of the site. The area of woodland that is subject to this 

report is shown within the red border. Associated compartments, described on page 7 are 

bordered and numbered individually. These are shown on appendix 2. 
 
 
 

 
 

Image 1 
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2.0 Woodland Description (Continued) 
 

 

 

2.3.1 Compartment 1 is a large group of parkland trees surrounding the public play area and main 
buildings for the golf course. Tree species within this compartment include London plane, 
Sycamore, Horse chestnut, Cherry, Hawthorn, Ash, Lime, Birch and Copper beech. The tree 
condition is generally good. However age structure is limited due to the trees being planted 
at approximately the same time 80+ years ago. 

 

2.3.2 Compartment 2 lies on the northern boundary running parallel to residential properties.  
The trees are a mixture of Blackthorn, Poplar, Horse chestnut, Hawthorn, Sycamore, Oak, 
Cherry, and Beech. The ground flora is sparse and species poor with a combination of Rosa 
sp and Bramble dominant. 

 
2.3.3 Compartment 3 is a linear belt of trees that runs from the north of the golf course to the 

south. The compartment is made up of Birch, Poplar, Sycamore, Oak, Hawthorn, Elderberry, 
Ash and Hornbeam. The tree quality is poor due to work having previously carried out 
adjacent the power lines that run through the centre of this area. There has been some 
planting to the west of the compartment adjacent the fairway. Ground flora in this area 
consists mostly of bramble and unimproved grassland. 

 

2.3.4 Compartment 4 lies to the south of the site. This is the largest of the compartments and is 
made up of small woodland areas and large mature parkland trees. Tree species include, 
Cherry, Sycamore, Ash, Hazel, Hawthorn, Oak, Rowan, Lime, Horse chestnut, Hornbeam, 
Yew, Birch, Poplar, Holly, Laburnum, Beach, Red Oak and Whitebeam. There are several 
fallen trees with many standing containing a moderate amount of deadwood. There is a 
linear group of trees adjacent the access bridge over the M62 that have been identified on 
old maps as being part of an old road (see appendix 2). 

 
2.3.5 Compartment 5 lies to the east of the site and runs adjacent to the M62. Tree species 

include, Scots pine, Birch, Hazel, Ash, Cherry, Sycamore, Copper beech, Rowan and Poplar. 
The general condition of the trees is fair; however there is evidence of fire damage  to 
several of the trees to the south of the compartment. 

 

2.3.6 Compartment 6 is a central ‘island’ compartment within the main body of the golf course. 
Tree species include Beech, Alder, Maple, Sweet chestnut, Poplar, Rowan, Birch, Holy, Red 
maple, Laburnum, Horse chestnut, Scots pine and Oak. Tree condition is good with a 
combination of young through to mature specimens. Ground flora in this compartment is 
poor and predominantly unimproved grassed areas. 

 

2.3.7 Compartment 7 is a central ‘island’ compartment that is predominantly parkland trees. 
Species include, Scots pine, Sycamore, Poplar, Alder, Rowan, Cherry, Willow and Birch. Tree 
quality is fair and ground flora sparse. 

 

2.3.8 Compartment 8 is a linear, central compartment that again is predominantly parkland trees. 
Species include Poplar, Maple, Scots pine, Ash, Alder, Oak, Cherry, Birch, Willow, London 
plane, Rowan, Red maple and Laburnum. Tree quality is good within the compartment. 
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2.3.9 Compartment 9 is a large group of trees on the southern side of the M62. Tree condition is 
generally good throughout this area. There is a large wet area/pond to the northern part of 
the group. There is a linear group of trees adjacent the access bridge over the M62 that  
have been identified on old maps as being part of an old road (see map - Area to the South  
of M62). Tree species include, Birch, Rowan, Blackthorn, Hazel, Oak, Cherry, Ash, Poplar, 
Willow, Horse chestnut, Beech, Elder and Sycamore. 

 

2.4.0   Compartment 10 is also known as ‘Nanny goat Park’ and is situated adjacent the entrance   
to the park. The trees within this compartment are predominantly mature and in good 
condition. Species include Oak, Hawthorn, Ash, Beech, Sycamore, Holly, Sweet chestnut, 
Maple and Cherry. There are pathways through this area and the remnants of the old 
gatehouse to Bowring Park. 
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2.4 Habitat Types: 
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2.5 Soils and Climate 
 

The soils in this area are described as; slowly permeable seasonally wet acid loamy and 

clayey soils with impeded drainage which usually gives rise to heavy, often poorly draining 

land. No specific soil tests were carried out for the purposes of this survey. 

The area has a humid, temperate climate and relatively mild winters. An extensive range of 

microclimates exist within the park boundaries. Most of the woodlands are exposed to the 

prevailing south westerly wind; however there is little evidence of significant windthrow. 

2.6 Access and Infrastructure 
 

Access to the woodland and golf course area is predominantly from the north adjacent the 

main entrance via foot. There is vehicular access; however this is restricted to golf course 

vehicles only at this time. There is an access path from the southern part of the golf course 

between compartments C4 and C5. The only buildings were within compartment C1, as such 

there may be services running through or close by. 

Woodland Habitat Types 

Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland No 

Planted Ancient Woodland Site 

(PAWS) 

No 

Semi-natural features in PAWS No 

Lowland beech and yew woodland No 

Lowland mixed deciduous woodland Yes 

Upland mixed ash woods No 

Upland Oakwood No 

Wet woodland yes 

Wood-pasture and parkland yes 

Other (please Specify): No 

 

Non Woodland Habitat Types 

Blanket bog No 

Fenland No 

Lowland calcareous grassland Yes 

Lowland dry acid grassland Yes 

Lowland heath land No 

Lowland meadows Yes 

Lowland raised bog No 

Rush pasture Yes 

Reed bed Yes 

Wood pasture No 
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2.7 Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation area Designations 
 

The site is currently subject to a Tree Preservation order (Order No. 5 – 2013). 
 

The closest Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is Childwall Woods and Fields which lies 

approximately 1.7 miles to the south west of the site. 

The south of Bowring Park is classified as a Local Wildlife Site. 
 

2.8 Birds 
 

Nesting birds, their nests and eggs are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 (as amended). It is an offence to intentionally or recklessly, damage or destroy nests. 

Work where possible should be undertaken out with the bird nesting season (March to 

August inclusive) or following a nesting bird inspection. 

If work is deemed to be necessary during the nesting period then a detailed inspection 

should be carried out by an ecologist or suitably qualified professional immediately prior to 

the works. Should any active nests be found (being built, containing eggs or chicks) then 

work must be halted until the nest becomes inactive. 

A list of species that were surveyed in 2014 within a 1km area around Bowring Park & golf 

course is appended to this report. 

2.9 Bats 
 

There are many trees within Bowring Park & Golf Course that were identified as having high 

potential for bats. Any work to trees should be carried out only after an inspection has been 

carried out by a suitably qualified professional. Both images below show bat potential on 

trees within the park. 
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Bats use trees in woodlands as roosting sites throughout the year. Trees may provide 

maternity (breeding) roosts in summer, mating roosts in autumn, hibernation roosts in 

winter and temporary roosts at all times of year. 

A colony of bats may use a number of different trees in woodland during the course of a 

year according to their needs. Although individual trees may be relatively short-lived in 

terms of their habitability by bats the entire woodland should be managed for the long-term 

survival of bat populations by ensuring a succession of roost trees is available for the future. 

Woodlands are rich foraging grounds for bats, all of which feed on insects. Each bat species 

has its own preferred hunting niche within the woodland. Some bats, such as the brown 

long-eared, glean insects from the surface of vegetation and fly within the canopies of trees; 

others, such as the noctule, fly high above the canopy feeding on swarms of insects in the 

air. Meanwhile, pipistrelles tend to fly close to shrubs and smaller trees between the 

woodland and neighbouring habitat, be it a river, park or garden. 

Appendix 3 shows habitat enhancement and creation for bats. This should be used  

alongside the prescriptions for woodland management. 

2.10 Interpretation 
 

The existing interpretation facilities within the park and golf course are minimal. The 

potential for increasing these facilities should be recognized. 

2.11 Landscape 
 

Bowring Park & Golf Course was historically a mixture of parkland and agricultural 

fields/pasture. Roby Hall once sat where the existing car park now is, adjacent to the golf 

clubhouse and would have commanded views over the parkland to the front of the house. 

This view would have included uninterrupted views over the ha ha and gardens through to 

where the M62 now runs. Within the aims and objectives are instructions on the best 

methods to reintroduce these views while being sympathetic to existing trees and current 

park usage. 

There is an existing line of mature trees running from a small wooded area to the east over 

to the west of the M62. These trees would have originally lined an old road and should be 

managed as a historic feature of the site. 



2.0 Woodland Description (Continued) 

13 

 

 

 
 

2.10 Past Management 

During the survey it was noticed that there was some evidence of past management. This 
would most likely have been for emergency or aesthetic purposes and to aid the golf 
facilities with any possible health and safety issues. 

2.11 Climate and Windthrow Hazard 

As trees mature and require a greater area of soil in which to root, their resistance to 
external forces, such as wind, may be compromised with chances of failure at the root plate 
if not adequately rooted into firm soil. 

Other factors that also affect the potential for windthrow include tree species, geographical 
position, topography, altitude and the structure of a particular grouping of trees. 

Prevailing winds for the UK are from the southwest. Trees within the site should be 
monitored for signs of Windthrow damage, this can include; soil displacement within the 
rooting area around the base of the tree and roots visible through the soil after high winds. 
Considering All points at present it is unlikely that a high potential for windthrow is present. 

 
 

2.12 Archaeology 

 
Bowring Park is probably the first municipal park following the Open Spaces Act in 1907. The 

closest English Heritage building is Roby Toll House and a listed monument (Roby Cross) 

these are approximately 500m to the East of Bowring Park on Roby Road. 

 
Adjacent the access bridge within the golf course over the M62 there is a linear group of 

trees. These trees would have lined an old road historically. Maps from 1891-94 shows that 

the road would have ran through a small copse area to the west. 

 
2.13 Woodland Ecology 

 
Young developing woodlands can function as ‘stepping stones’ for wildlife moving through 

the landscape and this area provides potential habitats for a variety of plants and animals. 

Current notable habitats are grassland, scrubland and young woodland. 

 
The site has local value for birds and foraging value for other animals. Retention and 

maintenance measures will be important to maintain value for birds, mammals and 

invertebrates. 

 

2.14 Invasive Species 

 
There was no evidence of invasive species within the site during the survey. 
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3.0 Management Objectives 
 

 

 
 

3.1 Management objectives for the woodland are, 

 
-To manage the land for the benefit of biodiversity; 

-To manage the tree stock to provide a safe environment for pedestrians and users 

of the golf facilities; 

-To create new habitats ready for occupation by wildlife; 

-To maintain newly planted woodland; 

-To provide a platform for the regeneration of historic parkland and management of 

the site. 

 
3.2 Considerations and Constraints 

 

3.2.1 Nesting Birds 

 
All tree work should preferably occur outside of the bird nesting season (March to August 

inclusive). If this is not possible then the site should be surveyed immediately prior to any 

prescribed works. 

 
3.2.2 Bats 

 
Any trees that are identified as potential bat roosts must be inspected by an appropriately 

trained ecologist before any work is carried out to the tree. The ecologist will then advise 

the most appropriate course of action. 

 
3.2.3 Tree Hazard Abatement 

 
Inherent with the Occupiers Liability acts 1957 and 1984 is a Common Law ‘duty of care’ to 

reduce reasonable foreseeable risks to a tolerable level. This duty will be discharged by 

employing a defensible risk management system. 

 
The most important element of a tree risk management system is the inspection of tree 

stock by a suitably qualified arboriculturist. It is generally accepted that it is reasonable for 

an inspection to be carried out biennially for trees within influencing distance of a pathway, 

road or other fixed or frequented target. 

 
Any future inspection or survey should be collated and stored to inform future tree 

management decisions. 
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3.0 Management Objectives (Continued) 
 
3.2.4 Felling Licence 

 
If over 5 cubic metres of timber is to be removed within a calendar quarter from woodland 

there is a requirement, under the Forestry Acts 1967 and 1979, to obtain a Felling Licence 

from the Forestry Commission. 

 

There are exceptions that remove the need for a felling licence, these include: 

 
 Where the trees are felled for thinning and less than 100mm in diameter at breast 

height (dbh); 

 Where the tree is dangerous or to abate a foreseeable hazard; 

 Where the trees are required to be removed to facilitate a development authorized 

by planning permission from the local authority. 

 

3.2.5 Electricity Lines 
 

Power lines run through the eastern edge of the site throughout compartment 3 with 

associated way leaves being sparse in terms of any decent trees. The appended maps show 

the location of the lines. 
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4.0 Management Prescriptions/Recommendations 
 
 

Compartment 1: 

 

    Within the compartment are many trees that are now reaching over-maturity. 

These trees should be monitored and work should only be carried out to help 

the overall longevity of these trees, i.e. propping low lying limbs rather than 

removing them; 

    Several of the trees have been identified as having high potential for bat roosts. 

The trees should be surveyed by an ecologist before any work is carried out to 

these trees; 

    New trees should be planted to diversify the age of the trees within the 

compartment; 

    Species such as Sycamore and Cypress should be removed (in phases to  

minimise the overall impact on the area) where they are in direct competition 

with better suited species such as English oak and Beech etc; 

    Trees should be monitored for signs of failure and be replaced where necessary 

with a suitable species for the area. 

 

Compartment 2 

 

    The Poplars within this compartment are over mature. Phased felling will be 

required in order to remove the trees with a negligible impact on canopy cover. 

Any trees that are removed should be replaced with a suitable species, this  

could be ornamental/non-native if within the parkland or native if within the 

wooded areas; 

  Blackthorn should be removed/cut back every 3 years; 

  Trees that are deemed to be suitable should have bird and bat boxes installed to 

promote use by local wildlife. 

 

Compartment 3 

 

  Due to a live electricity line running through this compartment it is advisable to 

plant the area under the lines with Hazel. This should be coppiced on a rotational 

cycle every 5 years; 

  The Poplars within the compartment will eventually need felled. Trees of a more 

suitable species should be planted within the next 5 year period adjacent the 

existing tree line in order to reduce the effect of the felled trees on the 

landscape. Consideration will be given to positioning of these trees due to the 

power line running through the area; 
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4.0 Management Prescriptions/Recommendations (Continued) 
 

 

 
 
 

  Trees that are deemed to be suitable should have bird and bat boxes installed to 

promote use by local wildlife; 

  Where no targets are within range or where it is considered safe to do so, dead 

trees that are standing should be retained. This provides a valuable  habitat 

within the woodland environment; 

  All arising’s from tree work should be left as habitat piles within the wooded 

areas to help increase the biodiversity of the area. 

 

Compartment 4 

 

  Within this compartment there is a historic belt of trees (predominantly Beech). 

This has been identified as an old pre-existing road. This area should be managed 

in order to preserve this feature and to aid the natural regeneration of pre- 

existing species; 

  Where no targets are within range or where it is considered safe to do so, dead 

trees that are standing should be retained. This provides a valuable  habitat 

within the woodland environment; 

  Suitable native understory trees should be selected for planting to establish a 

more diverse range of age within the group; 

  Trees that are deemed to be suitable should have bird and bat boxes installed to 

promote use by local wildlife. 

 

Compartment 5 

 

  Fire damaged trees should be conservation pruned and all branches chipped to 

minimalize further fire raising; 

  Trees adjacent paths should be crown raised to 3.5m; 

  Trees will be thinned with emphasis on retention of native species; 

  Trees that are used for screening should be felled in phases when other, more 

appropriate species (native) are of such a size to replace any trees felled. 
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4.0 Management Prescriptions/Recommendations (Continued) 
 

 

 
 

 

Compartment 6 

 

  The trees within this compartment should be managed as ‘parkland trees’, this 

will promote a good background to the historic vista from the existing 

gardens/viewpoint; 

  Under planting (wildflowers etc.) should be introduced within the compartment 

and should be native in origin; 

  Trees that are on the edges of the fairway should be crown raised to allow light 

penetration to the ground/wildflowers beneath the trees; 

  Species such as Sycamore and Cypress should be removed (in phases to minimise 

the overall impact on the area) where they are in direct competition with better 

suited species such as English oak and Beech etc; 

  Low quality trees should be removed in favour of higher quality trees through a 

phased removal plan. 

 

Compartment 7 

 

  The trees within this compartment should be thinned to re-gain a suitable view 

over the golf course/parkland; 

  Priority should be given to existing substantial trees with a mixture of ages being 

identified for long term retention; 

  Under planting (wildflowers etc.) should be introduced within the compartment 

and should be native in origin; 

  Trees that are on the edges of the fairway should be crown raised to allow light 

penetration to the ground/wildflowers beneath the trees; 

  Trees that are deemed to be suitable should have bird and bat boxes installed to 

promote use by local wildlife. 

 

Compartment 8 

 

  The trees within this compartment should be thinned to re-gain a suitable view 

over the golf course/parkland; 

  Priority should be given to existing substantial trees with a mixture of ages being 

identified for long term retention; 

  Under planting (wildflowers etc.) should be introduced within the compartment 

and should be native in origin; 

  Trees that are on the edges of the fairway should be crown raised to allow light 

penetration to the ground/wildflowers beneath the trees; 
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4.0 Management Prescriptions/Recommendations (Continued) 
 

 

 
 
 

  Trees that are deemed to be suitable should have bird and bat boxes installed to 

promote use by local wildlife. 

 

Compartment 9 

 

  Within this compartment there is a historic belt of trees (predominantly Beech). 

This has been identified as an old pre-existing road. This area should be managed 

in order to preserve this feature and to aid the natural regeneration of pre- 

existing species; 

  Where no targets are within range or where it is considered safe to do so, dead 

trees that are standing should be retained. This provides a valuable  habitat 

within the woodland environment; 

  The trees should be thinned to allow higher quality, native species to grow to full 

maturity; 

  Trees adjacent paths should be crown raised to 3.5m; 

  Any Dogwood or other non-native species on edges of the woodland should be 

removed in favour of the natural regeneration of native ground flora; 

  Trees that are on the edges of the fairway should be crown raised to allow light 

penetration to the ground/wildflowers beneath the trees; 

  All arising’s from tree work should be left as habitat piles within the wooded 

areas to help increase the biodiversity of the area. 

 

Compartment 10 

 

    Within this compartment there is a lot of high quality, mature specimen trees. 

These trees should have any deadwood removed from within canopies where 

the deadwood is over a pathway; 

    Any regenerated Ash, Sycamore etc. should be removed; 

   Trees adjacent paths should be crown raised to 3.5m; 

  Suitable native understory trees should be selected for planting to establish  a 

more diverse range of age within the group; 

  Pioneer species such as Birch should be removed where necessary, unless  

planted as a specimen tree; 
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5.0 Protection and Maintenance 
 

 
5.1.1 Pest and Disease Management: 

 
There should be little threat from deer damage. There has been no cases reported of any 

diseases or pathogens that will affect the trees in the area around the site, therefore the 

chance of disease is limited. There is evidence of grey squirrel damage; therefore it is  

advised that appropriate trapping be put in place by a suitably qualified professional. The 

woodland should be monitored by way of a yearly walkover of the site, with any pests or 

diseases being noted during the inspection. All information should be collated and saved to 

aid future management. 

 
5.1.2 Fire Plan: 

 
Due to there being an issue with fire raising within the woodland it is advisable to have an 

appropriate fire plan. As the woodland area is already separated via large fairways there is 

no requirement to cut out areas for fire breaks. A water bowser and fire  extinguishers 

should be made available along with knapsack sprayers. The use of any equipment must be 

carried out safely and provision of personal protective equipment must form part of all 

procedures. It is also advisable to have beaters strategically placed around the golf course; 

this will allow any smaller fires to be dealt with quickly. 

 
General Recommendations: 

 

5.1.3 Supplementary Planting: 

 
Good Silvicultural management is important in order to promote a range of age and species 

throughout all compartments. 

 
Tree planting/replacement should be implemented as required in order to promote 

continuous cover. Any young trees will be fitted with stakes and appropriate rabbit/vole 

guards. These protective measures will be monitored, however it is anticipated that most 

will be removed during a 5 year period. 

 
Newly planted trees should have mulch placed around the base of the tree. Please note that 

grass clippings should NOT be used as this can be detrimental to the health of the young 

tree. 

 
Appendix 4 contains a list of native species considered suitable for planting in this case. 



21 

 

 

4.1 Protection and Maintenance: (Continued) 

 
5.1.4 Ground Flora: 

 
To increase species and ecological biodiversity, the woodland would benefit from the 

planting of locally sourced wildflowers. 

 
To increase bio-diversity, the woodland would benefit from the planting of locally sourced 

ground flora; this will create a greater species and ecological diversity throughout the 

woodland and introduce a valuable element of seasonal interest. Appendix 4 contains a list 

of species considered suitable for planting. 

 
5.1.5 Educational Resource: 

 
A number of smaller work items within the woodland have the potential to be undertaken 

by volunteers under supervision. The ‘friends of Bowring Park’ group or similar and the use 

of the woodlands as an educational resource should be encouraged. Local resident 

participation has shown to reduce vandalism and can reduce maintenance costs. Such work 

may include, litter clearance, seedling removal, bird and bat box installation and minor 

pruning works. It should be noted that all pruning works should be carried out to a  

minimum of BS3998:2010 Tree Work – Recommendations. 

 
5.1.6 Age Structure Improvement: 

 
Given the current condition of the woodland at this time it is not envisaged that there will  

be a requirement to carry out thinning works within the time period described in this plan, 

however coppicing can be carried out on species such as Hazel. 

 
Any future thinning operations (except coppicing) should always take consideration for age 

structure and seek to maintain a range of tree age and size. 

 
As the woodland management objectives are not aimed towards commercial timber 

production, future woodland management works should be integrated where  necessary 

into any recreation and education activities timetable. 

 
5.1.7 Interpretation 

 
The provision of interpretation for the entire park should be reviewed through the 

production of an interpretation plan. This should address social (park areas), physical  

(golfing facilities) and cultural (historic/amenity) linkages with Roby as well as develop 

specific themes to the park. 
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6.0 Monitoring 
 

 

 
 
 

This plan should be considered to commence at the date of handover. 

 
Throughout the 5 year plan of operations described in Appendix 1, records should be kept 

and maintained detailing all of the woodland management operations undertaken. 

Comparisons can then be made with the plan of operations to ensure the progress of 

woodland management. 

 
The success of the establishment of new trees will be monitored with any replacements 

being provided as required. 

 
During the final year of the plan of operations, progress should be reviewed in order to 

evaluate the effectiveness of operations to date. This information can be used to define an 

appropriate, subsequent medium or long term management plan. 
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Appendix 1 

5 Year Plan of Management Prescriptions 

 

 

 
Compartment 1 Year 

1&6 

Year 

2&7 

Year 

3&8 

Year 

4&9 

Year 

5&10 Works Objective 

Additional planting of suitable tree species (see 

appendix 2). 

Checks and replacement/additional planting 

biennially 

To create a more diverse age and species 

habitat 

  

X 

   

Carry out any required tree works on mature 

trees 

Increased chance of longevity and minimise 

risk to members of the public 

X   X  

Mulch around new trees Increase water retention and soil quality  X  X  

Health survey of trees Reduce chance of failure and accidents to 

public. 

X X X X X 

Begin phased felling of low quality species to 

allow new growth and regeneration of existing 

high quality/value trees 

Retention of pre-existing /historic trees X  X  X 

 

 

Compartment 2 Year 

1&6 

Year 

2&7 

Year 

3&8 

Year 

4&9 

Year 

5&10 
Works Objective 

Phased felling of Poplars Re-introduce historic vista and allow time 

for other more appropriate species to grow 

  X   

Health survey of trees. Reduce chance of failure and accidents to 

public. 

X X X X X 

Cut Blackthorn back. Promotes new regrowth and allows other 

species to colonise the area. 

X   X  

Installation of bird and bat boxes. Increase biodiversity.  X    
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5 Year Plan of Management Prescriptions 

 

 

 

 

 
Compartment 3 Year 

1&6 

Year 

2&7 

Year 

3&8 

Year 

4&9 

Year 

5&10 Works Objective 

Additional planting of Hazel To create a more diverse age and species 

habitat 

X     

Installation of bird and bat boxes Increase biodiversity   X   

Phased felling of Poplars(retaining arising’s) Allows time for more appropriate species to 

grow and aid the biodiversity off the 

woodland 

 X   X 

Coppice Hazel Increases stem production and habit for local 
wildlife 

    X 

Health survey of trees Reduce chance of failure and accidents to 

public 

X X X X X 

 

Compartment 4 Year 

1&6 

Year 

2&7 

Year 

3&8 

Year 

4&9 

Year 

5&10 
Works Objective 

Additional planting of suitable tree species (see 

appendix 2). 

Checks and replacement/additional planting 

biennially. 

To create a more diverse age and species 

habitat. 

  X   

Mulch around new trees Increase water retention and soil quality.   X   

Installation of bird and bat boxes. Increase biodiversity.     X 

Health survey of trees. Reduce chance of failure and accidents to 

public. 

X X X X X 

Remove any low quality trees in close 

proximity to historic interest 

Allows retention and improvement of 

existing historic feature 

X   X  
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Compartment 5 Year 

1&6 

Year 

2&7 

Year 

3&8 

Year 

4&9 

Year 

5&10 Works Objective 

Conservation prune fire damaged trees. Minimise fire raising. X     

Crown lift trees adjacent pathways to 3.5m. Increase pathway splays. X     

Health survey of trees. Reduce chance of failure and accidents to 

public. 

X X X X X 

Phased removal of low quality screening trees Allows native species to mature with 

minimal competition 

  X   

 

 

 

 
 

Compartment 6 Year 
1&6 

Year 
2&7 

Year 
3&8 

Year 
4&9 

Year 
5&10 

Works Objective 

Low quality trees should be removed in in 

phases to favour higher quality species 

Increase overall tree quality.    X  

Installation of bird and bat boxes. Increase biodiversity.     X 

Health survey of trees. Reduce chance of failure and accidents to 

public. 

X X X X X 

Under planting of wildflowers Increase biodiversity   X   
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Compartment 7 Year 

1&6 

Year 

2&7 

Year 

3&8 

Year 

4&9 

Year 

5&10 Works Objective 

Thin trees to re-gain historic views Increase overall tree quality and re-introduce 

historic views 

 X   X 

Installation of bird and bat boxes. Increase biodiversity. X     

Health survey of trees. Reduce chance of failure and accidents to 

public. 

X X X X X 

Crown raise trees on the edge of fairways Allows light to penetrate to ground under 

tree canopy 

 X    

Under planting of wildflowers Increase biodiversity  X    
 

 
 

Compartment 8 Year 
1&6 

Year 
2&7 

Year 
3&8 

Year 
4&9 

Year 
5&10 

Works Objective 

Thin trees to re-gain historic views Increase overall tree quality and re-introduce 

historic views 

 X   X 

Installation of bird and bat boxes. Increase biodiversity.     X 

Health survey of trees. Reduce chance of failure and accidents to 

public. 

X X X X X 

Crown raise trees on the edge of fairways Allows light to penetrate to ground under 

tree canopy 

 X    

Under planting of wildflowers Increase biodiversity  X    
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Compartment 9 Year 

1&6 

Year 

2&7 

Year 

3&8 

Year 

4&9 

Year 

5&10 
Works Objective 

Remove any low quality trees in close 

proximity to historic interest 

Allows retention and improvement of 

existing historic feature 

X   X  

Installation of bird and bat boxes. Increase biodiversity.     X 

Health survey of trees. Reduce chance of failure and accidents to 

public. 

X X X X X 

Crown raise trees on the edge of fairways Allows light to penetrate to ground under 

tree canopy 

 X    

Crown lift trees adjacent pathways to 3.5m. Increase pathway splays. X     

Remove any dogwood on edge of wooded 

areas 

To increase to natural regeneration of native 

species 

  X   

 

Compartment 10 Year 
1&6 

Year 
2&7 

Year 
3&8 

Year 
4&9 

Year 
5&10 

Works Objective 

Carry out any required tree works on mature 

trees 

Increased chance of longevity and minimise 

risk to members of the public 

X   X  

Installation of bird and bat boxes. Increase biodiversity.     X 

Health survey of trees. Reduce chance of failure and accidents to 

public. 

X X X X X 

Remove any smaller low quality species on the 

edge of the wooded area 

Allows light to penetrate to ground under 

tree canopy 

 X    

Remove any regenerated pioneer species Allows native species to grow with minimal 

competition 

   X  

Additional planting of suitable tree species (see 

appendix 2). 

Checks and replacement/additional planting 

biennially. 

To create a more diverse age and species 

habitat. 

    X 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 2 



 

 

 

C10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

C1 
 
 
 
 

 

C2 

C3 

 

 

 

 
 

C8 
 

C7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

C6 

C4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Yorkon Building 

Archway Road 

PO Box 24 

Huyton 
L36 9YU 

 
Tel:    0151 443 2899 

C3 Email:  info@weknowservices.co.uk 

 
 

Client: 

KMBC 

Site Address: 

Bowring Park Golf Course 

C4 Huyton 

 
Drawing Title: Drawing No: 

Woodland Plan 14/00077/01 
Date: Scale: Drawn by: 

30/09/2014    1:1500@A1   ST 

Note: Dimensions are not to be scaled from this d rawing. 

All  written  measurements  a re to be checked on site by 

the contractor.  Copyright We Know Services. 

Note: All rigfits described in Chapter IV of the Copyright 

Design &  Patents Act  1988 have generally  been asserted. 

mailto:info@weknowservices.co.uk


 

 

 

C
9
 

A
re

a
 S

o
u

th
 o

f 
M

6
2
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 3 



Appendix 3 

Recommended Enhancement and Creation for Bats 

 

 

 
 

 

Create new woodland: 
 

Allow natural regeneration of an enclosed area. This ‘non-intervention’ method  should 

result in diverse woodland. 

Woodlands can also be established by seeding or planting appropriate broadleaved native 

trees such as oak, willow or birch. 

Whatever method is used, carefully select the site to ensure that other important habitats 

are not destroyed. Position new woods to adjoin existing blocks or as ‘stepping stones’ 

between neighbouring woodlands. If possible, connect with hedgerows or tree lines. 

Establish a pond: 
 

Ponds can improve the value of woodland for bats. However ensure that they are sited 

carefully and enhance rather than detract from the value of the habitat. Conifer plantations 

may be particularly suitable for establishing new ponds. 

Erect bat boxes: 
 

Woodland rides, clearings and edges are particularly good places to increase roosting 

opportunities. 

Retain existing hedgerows – Hedgerows provide valuable shelter and links between feeding 

areas. Insect diversity around hedgerows themselves can be enhanced through associated 

ditches, long grass verges, tall herbs, shrubs and standard trees. 

Manage hedgerows: 
 

Cutting should be restricted to the minimum needed to ensure visibility or retain hedgerow 

structure. 

Hedgerows are best cut every 2-3 years, working on only one part or side at any time. 

Saplings should be left to grow to maturity every 20 m. 

Cut hedgerows in late winter unless it is snowing or frozen. 

Fill gaps in hedgerows: 

Some bats may not cross gaps in hedgerows as small as 10 m. Gaps should be replanted to 

ensure that the hedge can be used as a flight route. Where existing hedgerows are very 

overgrown, laying or coppicing should be considered; however, such extensive management 

should only be undertaken on one hedgerow at a time to ensure that alternative routes for 

bats are available. 
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Recommended Enhancement and Creation for Bats 

 

 

 

Species particularly attracted to woodland habitats include lesser horseshoe, Bechstein’s, 

brownlong- eared and barbastelle. Greater horseshoe, Natterer’s, Brandt’s, noctule and  

grey long-eared also make use of woodland. 
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Appendix 4 
 

 

Recommended Woodland Species List 
 

 

 

Canopy species – Trees 

 
Latin Name English Name 

Acer campestre Field Maple 

Alnus glutinosa Alder 

Betula pendula Silver Birch 

Betula pubescens Downy Birch 

Quercus robur English Oak 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 

Tilia cordata Small Leaved Lime 

Ulmus glabra Wych Elm 
 

Sub-canopy species 
 

 
Corylus avellana Hazel 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 

Ilex aquifolium Holly 

Viburnum opulus Guelder Rose 
 

As well as scrub and woodland planting there is the potential to enhance local biodiversity by 

increasing diversity of the woodland and woodland edge wildflower resource, both for their 

own intrinsic value and value as a food source for other wildlife, as well as visual amenity. 

Species below are readily available from native stock. 

 

Ajuga reptans Bugle 

Alliaria petiolata Jack-by-the-hedge 

Allium ursinum Wild Garlic 

Anemone nemorosa Wood anemone 

Fragaria vesca Woodland strawberry 

Primula vulgaris Primrose 

Silene dioica Red campion 

Viola riviniana Dog violet 

 


