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About this consultation 

Knowsley Council is proposing to make a change to its adopted New Residential 
Development Supplementary Planning Document. This will set out how the Council 
expects electric vehicle charging points to be provided in new residential 
developments. 

The consultation is open for six weeks, in line with the requirements of our Statement 
of Community Involvement1, and closes at 5pm on 10th July 2018. If you would 
like to comment on the proposed changes please complete the form at the back of 
this document and return it to us at local.plan@knowsley.gov.uk by the deadline. 

This document also comprises the statement of consultation required by regulation 
12 of the Town & Country Planning (Local Planning)(England) Regulations 2012 (as 
amended)2 – see next section. 

Published separately is the Habitats Regulations Assessment and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment screening assessment for the updated SPD. 

Following the public consultation period, comments received will be considered and 
any necessary further changes made to the updated supplementary planning 
document before it is adopted by the Council’s Cabinet and used to help make 
decisions on planning applications. 

1 Knowsley Council’s Statement of Community Involvement available online at 
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/knowsleycouncil/media/Documents/SCI-Adoption-Version-Mar17.pdf 
2 Town & Country Planning (Local Planning)(England) Regulations 2012 available online at 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/767/contents/made  
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Statement of consultation 

This section sets out who the local planning authority has consulted in preparing the 
proposed changes to the New Residential Development Supplementary Planning 
Document, the issues raised and how they have been addressed in the SPD. 

People and organisations consulted in preparing the proposed changes to the 
SPD 

Within Knowsley Council 

• Head of Planning

• Head of Major Development Team

• Development Management Team Manager and officers

• Group Manager (Highways)

Responses to pre-consultation proposed changes to SPD

Respondent Summary of comments Impact on proposed 
changes to SPD 

Group Manager (Highways) Electric vehicles are still an 
emerging technology, 
therefore suggest avoiding 
setting a specific technical 
specification (e.g. type of 
charging point, connection, 
power capacity) etc. in SPD. 

Suggested appropriate level 
of charging point provision 
for communal parking areas. 

Draft text reflects advice – in 
particular does not set out 
technical requirements for 
vehicle charging points, 
instead requiring proposed 
provision to be agreed at the 
time of application. 

SPD provision requires of 
one charging point for every 
two communal parking 
spaces, in line with advice. 

Development Management 
Team Manager 

Suggested use of standard 
condition for electric vehicle 
charging points. 

None, although the Council 
will look to finalise a standard 
condition which can be used 
by the time the amendment 
to the SPD is adopted. 

This consultation statement will be updated to include a summary of responses 
received and changes made following the public consultation period; this will be 
published alongside the amended SPD. 
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Introduction 

Knowsley Council uses supplementary planning documents (SPDs) to provide 
guidance and further interpretation of its planning policies. They are intended to help 
anyone – businesses or individuals – preparing development proposals to 
understand the Council’s requirements and, once adopted, are also used by the 
Council’s officers and Planning Committee in making decisions on planning 
applications. 

Our New Residential Development SPD – available on the Council’s website at 
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/knowsleycouncil/media/Knowsley-Media/28-New-
Residential-Development-SPD.pdf – was adopted in January 2016. It provides 
guidance on a range of design issues for new residential developments, including 
layout and access, parking requirements, security, and waste management. 

As part of its July 2017 Air Quality Plan the Government announced that “it will end 
the sale of all new conventional petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2040”3, while the 
number of plug-in electric cars on the road has grown both in absolute terms and as 
a percentage of the market: 

Table 1: Electric car registrations, 2016 and 20174 

Type 2016 2017 
Change 
2016-17 

Plug-in Pure electric 10,264  13,597  32.5% 

Plug-in Other electric 26,828  33,666  25.5% 

Hybrid Petrol-electric 50,076  71,522  42.8% 

Hybrid Diesel-electric 1,713  1,001  -41.6% 

Total new cars registered 2,692,786  2,540,617  -5.7% 

Plug-in cars as percentage of all 
new car registrations 1.4% 1.9% 35.1% 

 

In order to secure a greater provision of electric vehicle charging points in new 
residential developments we are proposing to make an amendment to our New 
Residential Development SPD5. This will set a minimum requirement for the 

3 Department for Transport, Plan for roadside NO2 concentrations published, 26 July 2017 – 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plan-for-roadside-no2-concentrations-published  
4 SMMT, EV Registrations December 2017, 5 January 2018 – https://www.smmt.co.uk/2018/01/
december-ev-registrations/  
5 To secure provision in non-residential developments, the Council will also consider amending the 
Ensuring a Choice of Travel Supplementary Planning Document which was adopted in September 
2010; this will be the subject of a separate future consultation. 
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provision of electric vehicle charging points both for dedicated and communal 
parking places in new residential developments. 

Recognising that electric vehicles and charging points are still an emerging 
technology, we do not propose to set prescriptive technical requirements relating to 
types of charging point, power rating and so on in the SPD. However, we will expect 
this information to be provided as part of a planning application, and will use 
planning conditions to secure an appropriate provision at the time applications are 
determined. 
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Policy context 

Our proposal to add an SPD requirement for new residential development to include 
provision for charging electric vehicles is supported by national and local planning 
policy. 

National Planning Policy Framework 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)(2012) recognised the need to 
reduce the use and impact of polluting vehicles: 

If setting local parking standards for residential and non-residential development, local 
planning authorities should take into account: 

• […] 

• an overall need to reduce the use of high-emission vehicles. 

National Planning Policy Framework (2012) – paragraph 39 

The draft text of the amended NPPF (published in March 2018) adds stronger 
references to providing charging points for electric vehicles: 

106 If setting local parking standards for residential and non-residential development, 
policies should take into account: 

[…] 

e) the need to ensure an adequate provision of spaces for charging plug-in and other 
ultra-low emission vehicles. 

National Planning Policy Framework: draft text for consultation (2018) excerpt – 
paragraph 106 

110 […] applications for development should: 

[…] 

e) be designed to enable charging of plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles in 
safe, accessible and convenient locations. 

National Planning Policy Framework: draft text for consultation (2018) excerpt – 
paragraph 110 

Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy 

The Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy was adopted in January 2016, and it sets 
out the vision, key objectives and strategic planning policies for the borough. Among 
its policies are several which require […] and support the introduction of additional 
standards in the New Residential Development and other SPDs. 
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Strategic Objective 7 

Manage Environmental Resources 

To manage environmental resources in Knowsley prudently by focusing on sustainable 
development, recycling and renewable technologies, minimising pollution, reducing carbon 
emissions and responding to the impacts of climate change. 

Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy (2016) – Strategic Objective 7 (page 40) 

Strategic Objective 9 

Promoting Health and Wellbeing in Knowsley 

To address existing health inequalities and encourage enhancements to the health and 
wellbeing of Knowsley's residents by ensuring a health promoting environment and provision 
of healthy lifestyle options for those living and working in the borough. 

Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy (2016) – Strategic Objective 9 (page 41) 

Policy CS2 

Development Principles 

New development in Knowsley and the preparation of subsequent stages of the Local Plan 
will be expected to support the following development principles: 

Principle 1: Promote sustainable economic development, tackle the causes of deprivation 
and disadvantage and narrow the gap between the richest and poorest neighbourhoods by: 

[…] 

c) Reducing economic, environmental, education, health and other social inequalities 
between Knowsley and other parts of the UK; and 

[…] 

Principle 2: Reduce carbon emissions and adapt to the effects of climate change by: 

a) Contributing to reductions in carbon dioxide emissions from all sources, in line with 
national targets; 

b) Ensuring an ability to adapt to future changes to national targets for carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gas emissions, including recognising the role of new technology; 

c) Identifying and applying measures offering effective mitigation and adaptation to likely 
environmental, social and economic impacts of climate change; and 

d) Meeting appropriate minimum standards for sustainability. 

[…] 

Principle 4: Recognise environmental limits, protect and enhance environmental assets, 
enhance local character and promote quality of place by: 

[…] 

e) Mitigating potential negative impacts of traffic growth and road traffic on highway safety, 
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air quality, noise and health; 

[…] 

j) Minimising negative impact upon flood risk, air quality, water quality, land quality, soil 
quality, and noise or vibration levels and ensuring any negative impacts are appropriately 
mitigated. 

[…] 

Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy (2016) – Policy CS2 excerpt (page 50) 

Policy CS7 

Transport Networks 

Overall Transport Strategy 

New development in Knowsley and the preparation of subsequent stages of the Local Plan 
will be expected to support the following development principles: 

1) Planning powers and other interventions will be used to support a sustainable and 
integrated transport system that will: 

[…] 

e) Seek to reduce carbon emissions; and 

f) Improve the health and wellbeing of local people. 

Location, Design and Management of New Development 

2) New development will be required to be: 

[…] 

e) Inclusive of measures that will mitigate carbon emissions and improve air quality where 
appropriate; 

[…] 

Strategic Transport Schemes and Programmes 

3) The Council will work with national, regional and sub-regional partners to deliver schemes 
which support Local Transport Plan priorities including: 

[…] 

f) The roll out of infrastructure for low carbon emission vehicles. 

[…] 

Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy (2016) – Policy CS7 excerpt (page 76) 

Policy CS27 

Planning and Paying for New Infrastructure 

[…] 

Developer Contributions 

4) New development will be expected (where necessary given the scale and nature of the 
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proposal) to: 

a) Demonstrate compliance with Local Plan policies which specifically require developer 
contributions; 

b) Provide additional on-site or directly ancillary infrastructure as required to make the 
development acceptable in planning terms. This may include in-kind provision of 
infrastructure and/or financial contributions; and 

c) Provide financial contributions towards the provision of strategic infrastructure to support 
local communities together with borough-wide and other strategic development 
requirements. Such contributions may be secured through set charges or infrastructure 
tariffs to be introduced by the Council in other Local Plan documents and/or a Community 
Infrastructure Levy Charging Schedule, as appropriate. 

Knowsley Local Plan Core Strategy (2016) – Policy CS27 excerpt (page 185) 

The complete Local Plan Core Strategy can be found on the Council’s website at 
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/residents/building-and-planning/local-plan/adopted-
documents. 
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Proposed changes to the New Residential Development 
Supplementary Planning Document 

Insertion of additional text 

Insert additional section after ‘Key Expectations – Car parking requirements’ box on 
page 14 as follows: 

[Start of additional text] 

Electric Vehicle Charging Points 

3.25a Proposals for new housing developments should incorporate electric vehicle 
charging points to facilitate the use of electric vehicles, in accordance with 
Local Plan Core Strategy policies CS2, CS7 and CS27. 

3.25b All dwellings with one or more dedicated parking spaces, and at least fifty 
percent of communal parking bays, should be provided with electric vehicle 
charging points. When calculating the number of communal charging points 
needed, the minimum requirement will be rounded to the nearest whole 
number – in practice this means where an odd number of bays is provided, 
the requirement will be rounded up (so seven bays would require four 
charging points, 19 bays would require ten charging points, and so on). At 
least one charging point will be required as set out in the requirement box 
below. 

Key expectations – Electric Vehicle Charging Points 

B.6.A Proposals for new residential development will be expected to incorporate 
charging points for electric vehicles 

a) Every new dwelling built with one or more dedicated parking spaces should be 
provided with one outdoor, weatherproof electric vehicle charging point readily 
accessible from one of the dedicated parking spaces – i.e. one electric vehicle 
charging point per dwelling should be provided. 

b) Where communal car parking is provided, electric vehicle charging points 
should be provided at a rate of at least one for every two communal parking 
bays. 

c) All electric vehicle charging points should be clearly marked as such, and their 
purpose should be explained to new occupants within their home welcome 
pack or other travel planning advice. 

d) Compliance with these requirements will be secured by a planning condition. 

[End of additional text] 
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Justification for change 

To provide additional information on the Council’s requirements for the provision of 
electric vehicle charging points, thereby helping developers prepare compliant 
proposals, and helping the Council to determine planning applications. 

Minor consequential changes 

Reference to Local Plan Core Strategy Policy CS27 to be added to paragraph 2.7. 

Additional policy links diagram to be added to Appendix 3. 

Justification for change 

To ensure SPD includes updated references to Local Plan Core Strategy policies, 
reflecting the additional guidance on electric vehicle charging points. 

Other minor changes 

A small number of typographical and formatting errors elsewhere in the SPD will be 
corrected; these will not have any impact on the document’s meaning or 
interpretation. 

Justification for changes 

To correct minor errors. 
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Consultation response form 

Proposed amendment to New Residential Development Supplementary Planning 
Document 

You can fill in this form on your computer. Please return it to 
local.plan@knowsley.gov.uk by 5pm on 10 July 2018. 

Contact details 

Name 

Company/organisation 

Position 

Address 

Post code 

E-mail address 

Responses which do not include your name and address will not be taken into account by the 
Council. 
Comments provided as part of a representation on a planning consultation cannot be treated as 
confidential, as the Council is required to make representations available for public inspection. However 
in compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) the personal information you provide 
will only be used by the Council for the purposes of preparing the Council’s Local Plan and supporting 
documents. Personal details, including signatures, postal address, private telephone numbers and email 
addresses will not be published on the Council’s website and will be redacted on any hard copies made 
available for public inspection. We will not pass on any personal information that you have given us to 
third parties for commercial use. Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council complies with the GDPR and 
good practice for the handling of personal data contained within the regulation. 

Do you support the proposal to amend the New Residential Development SPD so that it 
includes a requirement to provide electric vehicle charging points for new dwellings? 

 Yes No 

Comments  
 
 

Is the level of provision for dedicated parking bays set out in the proposed amendment 
– i.e. one charging point per dwelling – appropriate? 

 Yes  No 

Comments  
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Is the proposed level of provision for communal parking bays – i.e. at least one 
charging point for every two communal bays, with a minimum of one charging point 
where there are fewer than two bays – appropriate? 

 Yes  No 

Comments  
 
 

Do you have any other comments on the proposed amendments to the New Residential 
Development SPD? 

 Yes  No 

Comments  
 
 

 

If you are not able to e-mail your response form to us, please return it by post to: 

Local Plan Team 
Knowsley Council 
Ground Floor, Yorkon Building 
Archway Road 
HUYTON 
L36 9FB 

(You will need to pay postage costs if responding in this way.) 

 

Thank you for taking the time to respond to this consultation. Comments received will 
be considered before the Council makes a decision on whether to adopt the amended 
Supplementary Planning Document (including any further changes which may be 
necessary following this consultation). If you respond to this consultation, we will 
notify you (by post or e-mail) when the amended Supplementary Planning 
Document is adopted unless to choose to opt out and then you will receive no 
further correspondence from us. 

 Please tick this box if you wish to opt out 
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