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Tree lined lane along Roby Park’s former southern boundary, south of the M62 looking west 
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This report is presented to Knowsley Municipal Borough Council in respect of the Bowring Park Stage 
2 HLF Application and may not be used or relied on by any other person. It may not be used by 
Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council in relation to any other matters not covered specifically by the 
agreed scope of this Report.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in the report, Mouchel Consulting Limited is 
obliged to exercise reasonable skill, care and diligence in the performance of the services required by 
Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council and Mouchel Limited shall not be liable except to the extent 
that it has failed to exercise reasonable skill, care and diligence, and this report shall be read and 
construed accordingly.

This report has been prepared by Mouchel Consulting Limited. No individual is personally liable in 
connection with the preparation of this report. By receiving this report and acting on it, the client or 
any other person accepts that no individual is personally liable whether in contract, tort, for breach of 
statutory duty or otherwise.

Limitations
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Introduction

This Historic Landscape Assessment (HLA) was commissioned by Knowsley Metropolitan Borough 
Council (KMBC) as part of a Stage 2 Heritage Lottery Fund application, under their ‘Parks for People 
Initiative’.

The Assessment aims to identify the constraints, opportunities and likely impacts on heritage assets, 
together with any appropriate mitigation. 

The report forms a key component of the Bowring Park Conservation Plan which aims to restore the 
parks physical heritage and quality to Green Flag Award and Heritage Lottery standards.   

 

The Site

Bowring Park is located in Huyton with Roby, Knowsley, Merseyside. The HLA focuses on what was 
once the Roby Hall Estate, built in 1761-62 by John Williamson, Mayor of Liverpool. This is the area of 
the park located north of the M62 motorway and the area just to the south of the motorway. 

The site was originally a medieval deer park and when Williamson bought the land it came with a 
late medieval manor house, Old Roby Hall located on the north east of the site. The earliest existing 
map of the site is the Estate plan dated from 1829 (Fig 83 in Appendix 5). On this plan there is the 
expansive parkland to the south, with wide views broken up only by dispersed trees in small clumps 
and isolated specimens. To the north there was a smaller, more formalised arrangement, with a 
grassed area described as a ‘Lawn’ on the plan. This is enclosed by a high sandstone wall and 
woodland belt to the north and clumps of woodland and avenues of trees elsewhere which screen 
the views, leading through this space from the two curved entrance points is the Crescent shaped 
Carriage Drive. This arrives at the Hall, which is centrally located on the plan and is framed by the 
ancillary buildings to the east and west. Directly behind this is the formal gardens associated with the 
Hall, which includes the Walled Garden and Terrace Lawn.

Assessing the park is currently condition, the three main areas mentioned above are identifiable, 
although the character of these areas has altered:

• The golf course – this occupies the parkland area of the Georgian layout and now includes 
land to the east and south of the estate. Although the M62 motorway cuts through it, this area is 
dominated by parkland, which is now fairways and greens, with trees of different age and condition 
surrounding it.

• The historic northern ‘Lawn’ and boundary – here is where the major concentration of older 
trees are located behind the northern sandstone wall and along the Crescent Drive, which has 
been reduced to a footpath. This is dissected by the M62 junction 5 feeder road, creating a more 
enclosed space above the road and a mature parkland view below it.  

Executive Summary
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• Roby Hall core – This is also dominated by mature trees which surround this space and which 
provides the setting for the cluster of buildings associated with Bowring Park and its gardens 
including a walled garden, a dell and Ha-Ha.

For a more detailed assessment of the Character Area’s refer to the Character Area Analysis 
(Document 16b iii). 

Policy Context

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2012 - The NPPF sets out the policies to conserve and 
enhance the local environment.  This requires the protection and enhancement of valued landscapes, 
recognising the wider benefits of ecosystems through minimising the impact on biodiversity and 
providing net gains in biodiversity, whilst minimising pollution and land instability through remediation 
and mitigation as is required.  

KMBC’s Local Plan Core Strategy (KLP) was adopted in January 2016. The KLP contains Policy 
CS20: Managing the Borough’s Historic Environment.

KMBC’s Historic Environment Strategy was adopted in July 2013.  It seeks to set out a comprehensive 
and integrated strategy for conservation and heritage activities in the Borough from 2013 to 2018 and 
to also establish longer term principles to follow.

Historical Development

The history and development of the site dates back to later part of the early medieval period. The 
earliest recorded landscape change was when the site was given a license to empark at Roby in 1338; 
although, the medieval deer park boundaries are unclear, the probability is that they are incorporated 
within Roby Hall Estate.

Significant change occurred in the post medieval period when John Williamson, Mayor of Liverpool, 
acquired the estate in 1761, who then promptly commissioned a new Hall, whilst retaining the Old Hall.

The southern facade had a central two-storey bay overlooking a terraced formal lawn separated from 
parkland by a ha-ha. The ha-ha continued to the east until it met a tree-lined lane defining the eastern 
boundary of the estate.

The indications are that ancillary buildings were constructed to the east and west (one is presently 
known as the Stable Building) of the Hall; an ornamental pond and a walled garden were located 
slightly further to the east. The approach to the Hall was from the north via a crescent carriage drive. 
The carriage drive was entered through semi-circular gated entrances in a high sandstone wall, which 
formed the northern boundary of the estate

It is not clear when the grounds identified on the 1829 Estate Map were laid out.  However, the most 
likely period is to have been at the time of John Williamson’s commission of the new Hall. The layout 
of the grounds would be classed as a typical ‘English Landscape’ design.
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19th century saw several phases of alteration on the Hall, its buildings and gardens, which included 
the addition of glasshouses around the walled garden structure.

In 1906, directly following the Open Spaces Act of 1906, Alderman Sir William Benjamin Bowring 
purchased the estate and offered it directly to the City of Liverpool for the recreation and enjoyment of 
the people.  Subsequently, the park was renamed Bowring Park in his honour and was opened to the 
public in 1907.

In the early part of the 20th century there were alterations to the parkland south of the Hall with the 
inclusion of one of the first municipal 9-hole golf courses in England, opening in 1913.  Allotments 
were also established in 1910 in the northwest of the estate. In 1921 the formal garden area to the 
south and south east of the Hall, which included the walled garden were redeveloped as the ‘Old 
English Gardens’.

During World War II, the Hall was acquisitioned for use in the war effort, possibly as a transit camp 
for soldiers, with the Park and gardens being cultivated for food.  In the week of the May Blitz in 1941 
hundreds of people sought shelter at Bowring Park, encamping wherever they could find shelter, 
including hedges to escape the nightly bombing.

The Hall was severely damaged by a fire during this period and was judged in such a poor state of 
repair that it was too expensive to refurbish. Consequently, it was eventually demolished in the early 
1950s with the park, gardens and golf course reinstated and opened in 1956.  

In the early 1970s the integrity of the park layout was severely compromised when junction 5 of 
the M62 motorway was built in the northwest corner of the estate.  It is understood that the land to 
the south of the motorway was acquired to replace the land lost in the motorway construction and 
consequently the golf course was extended to 18 holes in the 1980’s. 

In 1989 the Friends of Bowring Park (FoBP) was formed from the Trust members of Liverpool’s 
Environmental team (LET). The FoBP have pro-actively sort to help to preserve and restore the park, 
through volunteer working party projects and fund raising. In 1997 Knowsley Metropolitan Borough 
Council (KMBC) took ownership of Bowring Park and all its assets.

Existing Landscape: Condition and Risks

Despite Bowring Park’s significance as an important municipal and historic asset the site has suffered 
from the 1970s imposing highways infrastructure and limited investment. The M62 motorway works, 
especially the changes associated with junction 5 has had a significant negative impact on the layout, 
amenity and use of the park. 

Most of the northern sandstone boundary wall along the old Roby Road still exists along with some of 
the curved entrance features. 

The Lawn area to the north has seen major alterations, both by the new route of Roby Road accessing 
the motorway junction and the inclusion of the vehicular access road to the informal car park sited on 
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top of Roby Hall and its former eastern ancillary building’s foundations, which causes the park’s layout 
to lose its integrity.  Many of the mature trees which dominate either side of the Crescent Drive are 
mid-20th century additions rather than from an earlier period.

Across the parkland area, the golf course dominates.  As highlighted earlier, the park was remodelled 
in the early 20th century to incorporate the golf course. Predominately quick growing trees have been 
planted along the fairways and around the mature trees from this time up to the early part of 21st 
century.  However, the Golf Course’s very existence has protected the park, enabling some of the 
‘English Landscape’ layout to survive, such as the vistas, Ha-Ha and mature trees particularly along 
the land boundary edge to the south.

The formal and wall garden areas are in a neglected state, despite being the subject of two redesigns 
since 1907 and subsequent restoration / preservation attempts of various aspects of the gardens by 
the FoBP since its formation.

Main Elements Lost on the Estate

• Roby Old Hall, dating from Medieval period, demolished in the 1970s;

• Roby Hall, built circa 1760, demolished early 1950s;

• Other Estate Building that mirrored the current Stable Building, built circa 1760, demolished in the 
1980s;

• Original Potting Sheds, first identified building on this location, built circa 1850, was probably 
demolished in the 1950s as this is the estimated age of the existing brickwork. The boiler house 
at the eastern end of the potting shed building was demolished early 2000s after the boiler was 
stolen leaving the building in an unsafe condition;

• Greenhouses/Vineries, various phases, first identified building built circa 1850, last one 
demolished in the 1970s;

• Gate House Lodges, cartographic evidence indicate they were built between 1850 and 1891. With 
the eastern lodge demolished in the 1970s and the Western lodge demolished early 21st century;

• Parkland and associated vistas, which probably date from Medieval period, lost through M62 
Construction in the 1970s;

• Northern parkland, known as the lawn area on the 1850 estate map and associated elements of 
the sandstone wall and much of the entrance feature, created probably in the 1760. The spacial 
extents of the area and vistas through the space were lost through the realigned Roby Road 
Construction, built in the 1970s;

• Former site of Bowring Park Tram Stop, built circa 1915, decommissioned after the trams stopped 
in 1957;

• Garden Features and Layouts, various phases of redesign. The first layout identified from 
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cartographic evidence  circa 1760, with the last major redesign in 1950s;

• Original Treescape, first identified layout circa 1760 although known to be a deer park since 
Medieval period. This landscape has morphed over time as trees died and have been planted in 
different locations;

• Golf Clubhouse, cartographic evidence indicates that it was built between 1967 and 1976. 
However, photographs show it present. The maps also indicate demolition occurred between 1989 
and 2002;

• Feature pond in northern lawn, first identified layout on the 1828 Estate Map, presume built circa 
1760. Cartographic evidence indicates it was infilled between 1850 and 1891;

• Pond in northern half of golf course, southeast of the hall. This is identified on the 1850 estate map 
and it was stopped being marked between 1938 and 1955. Although on site the pond outline can 
still be identified on site; and

• For further details on lost assets refer to Gazetteer of Cultural of Cultural Heritage Assets within 
the Cultural Heritage Assessment (Document 16b v: Appendix A).

Statement	of	Significance

The historic landscape, two historic buildings and a number of structural features survive within 
Bowring Park, much of which dates back to 1760’s.  Presently, there are no Listed Buildings  or 
Landscape on the site, although there is a Conservation Area which has seven Listed Buildings within 
500m north east of the park.

The clarity of concept on the 1829 estate map indicates that when Williamson laid out Roby Hall, he 
relaid the whole estate, treating the site like a fresh canvas. This is noted because at the ‘heart’ of an 
idealised ‘natural’ landscape is a symmetrically designed mansion house (Roby Hall), typical of the 
late-eighteenth century. This has been made into both the main focal point and vantage point to view 
the estate. It appears the Old Hall was one of the few features retained at the time, probably used to 
house estate workers. This type of design layout has become known as the English Landscape style. 
Elements have been highlighted on the HLA Stylised 1829 Roby Estate Map in Appendix 2.

Surviving Elements of the Original 18th Century Landscape Layout

Many of the examples of this style of landscape within the region have been completely lost.  Yet, 
at Bowring, despite the insensitive changes made during the middle to late 20th century, important 
elements of the 18th century estate still exist, giving the park its character and identity these have 
been highlighted on the HLA Existing features plan in Appendix 1. There are a number of original 
features and additions that give the park its character and identity: 

• The parkland’s northern boundary wall and entrance pillars of dressed sandstone blocks and 
sandstone coping;
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• The northern approach and the formal lawn area; circa late 18th century;

• The crescent carriage driveway and the formal lawn area to the north;

• The focus of the original design concept in the form of the surviving ancillary building – the Coach 
House and Stable building;

• Views to and from the site of the former Hall;

• The Walled Garden in red/brown brick laid in American bond (i.e. seven stretcher between 
headers) with sandstone coping;

• The Ha-Ha (in front of the garden terrace);

• The rear lawn area – the controlled foreground setting to the expansive landscape views;

• The rear, southern Pond, (now filled-in to form a sunken garden and called the ‘Dell’);

• The parkland area to the south of the former Hall;

• The dry pond south east of the walled garden in the golf course / parkland; and

• The southern pond which is within the local wildlife area just south of the M62.

Apparent Changes During the 19th Century

Changes to the buildings and gardens at Roby Hall have been noted between 1851 and 1891 plans 
(Figures 83 and 84 in Appendix 5): 

• Construction of ancillary buildings, east of the Hall, the Coach House is the only one remaining. 

• Added a potting shed leant along the length of the walled garden’s northern side. It is probable 
that the northern wall was converted to a heated wall around the same time, with the boiler plant 
housed within some part of the potting shed. The potting shed was later demolished and rebuilt in 
the 1950s on the original footprint and this was known to have a boiler, before it was stolen.

• A lean-to glasshouse is shown within the walled garden on the 1851 plan. 

• The southern pond was converted into a sunken Victorian ornamental garden now called the ‘Dell’. 
Probably designed for more aesthetically pleasing plants rather than for food production.

• Gatehouses constructed at either end of the crescent drive. But demolished in the 20th century. 

• Double row of trees to the north were lost and the Crescent carriageway drive was lined with trees.

• The northern feature pond was infilled.

20th	Century	Changes	Including	the	Park’s	Social	Significance	Development

The gifting of Bowring Park (formerly, Roby Hall estate) to the people of Liverpool in 1907 for the 
recreation and enjoyment of the public added a further dimension to the history of the Park. This was a 
significant event because it was one of the earliest public parks. As such, the local newspapers at the 
time applauded it, stating:
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 “The estate has a frontage to the main road of nearly half a mile, and contains almost 100 
acres. Several acres more than Stanley Park or the Calderstones Estate, 80 acres being 
pasture land, with a good natural water supply. The drives and Park are well wooded with 
beech, lime, chestnut, ash, elm and oak trees, while at present the rhododendrons in profusion 
are in bloom, and mingle with a good display of hawthorn, roses and some laburnum, with 
chestnut spikes above. A fringe of ferns gives an added charm to a beautiful lawn. The estate 
slopes gently to the southward, commanding a fine view of the Childwall Vale, with the churches 
of Woolton and Gatacre, and Childwall comparatively near, a grand panorama of the Cheshire 
Hills beyond, and a distant glimpse of the Upper Mersey. The trees and turf represent a century 
and a half of cultivation.” 

Later, in 1913 a 9-hole municipal golf course was opened in the Park (Figure 1), which is believed, 
to be one of the first municipal golf courses in England. This was in keeping with William Bowring’s 
wishes to provide a park for the people. And as such, enabled recreational access for people from 
different social backgrounds, without the need to belong to an expensive or elite club.

The Park’s popularity, with the people of Liverpool was recorded in the Corporation of Liverpool 
minutes, noting that in the first year, around 11,000 school children visited the Park for school treats. 
The Hall was used as a summer school for disabled children, and intermittently housed the golf club 
during the inter war years. In fact, it was so popular that a tramline was extended from Old Swan to the 
North West corner of the Park, opening in 1915. In 1957, the tramline was also the last to be removed 
when buses superseded the trams, further highlighting its enduring popularity.  This was fuelled by 
other developments, such as the “Old English Gardens”, which were completed within the walled 
garden to the east of the Hall in 1921 and also proved very popular with visitors during this period. 

Figure 1: Parkland to the south, converted into 9 hole Golf course in early 20th century (Liverpool RO)
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Further significant changes and events occurred during the 20th century. In summary:

• The formal garden was redesigned twice (1921 and 1956).

• Allotments were established in 1910 and which continue to be present - although relocated to a 
different position on the site.

• The estate was requisitioned during World War II and parts of the golf course were ploughed up 
for crops.

• Fire damage resulted in Roby Hall being pulled down in the early 1950’s.

• In 1973 the M62 motorway was constructed and split the Park into 3 sections. It cut diagonally 
through the centre of the estate and a new feeder road link to the motorway junction and cut a 
slice off the northern side of the estate. This slice of land included its northern boundary wall, 
western entrance piers and the bank of trees that formerly hid the Hall from the road – all of 
which still survive. This slice of land has been nicknamed Nanny Goat Park by the community 
because a local resident had used it to graze their goat.

• An existing golf course was extended to 18 holes in the 1980’s.

• Since their formation in 1989, The Friends of Bowring Park have dedicated themselves to its 
preservation and have undertaken various restoration projects. 

Overall	Significance	of	Bowring	Park

In addition to its surviving eighteenth century landscape, Bowring Park’s significance also lies in its 
demonstration of important long term patterns of social change - commencing with its medieval park 
origins to private Georgian estate. Then its evolution to public use by means of philanthropic donation 
as one of the first public parks, to being one of the first municipal golf courses in the country and its 
use during World War II. 

Bowring Park is not currently recognised as being of national significance. However, the 18th century 
Roby Hall Estate and its layout, although is in poor condition, is preserved within the Park and has 
survived sufficiently to reflect its original design. Its built focus remains clearly evident in the form of 
surviving ancillary buildings, a terraced lawn, the walled garden, with formal parkland and a crescent 
carriage drive located to their north. A well-preserved ha-ha defines a clear boundary between the 
built focus and parkland situated to the south. Hence, it is a candidate for designation as it meets the 
criteria for listing as defined in Historic England’s guide to selecting parks for national designation. The 
existence of some of the contemporary buildings and built features adds value. 

This HLA considers the individual assets that make up the park, whilst still of local importance are of 
less importance in isolation than when considered together, as their significance notably increases 
with an importance that reaches to a wider audience.  Further, due to the Park’s overall significance 
and its rich story, this report recommends redefining the boundary of the Roby Conservation Area to 
include the Park - along with ‘Nanny Goat Park’. 
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Recommendations

The late 18th century English Landscape’ design, identified in the 1829 Estate map, should be the 
guide for future regeneration works.  Not only is this a distinctive character, but from the cartographic 
evidence between the 1829 Estate Map and 1938 Ordinance Survey Map, it shows that for over 
200 years this style dominated the estate’s landscape and so has been the underlying influence for 
how the park was developed.  Additionally, for over 100 years, the Park has continually sought to 
be a place that meets the needs of the public in terms of recreation and enjoyment. As such, it has 
continued to adapt and change to meet the needs of the community. 

Unfortunately, with the changes that have happened in the last half of the 20th century it is not 
possible to reinstate the park to the original design layout. Yet, it is possible to draw on the guiding 
principles of this style to strengthen the Park’s character in a manner which provides opportunities 
for contemporary use and adaptation to ensure that the Park is secured for another 100 years for 
recreation and enjoyment.  

To enable this to happen there are a number of guiding principles that will help guide the proposals of 
any future development, these are:

• To look to preserve any elements remaining to this landscape.

• To reintroduce where possible any original elements back into the park.

• Ensure any proposed design is sympathetic to and strengthens the naturalistic parkland style.

• To conceal the destination points to the last possible moment.

• To create a main destination point which is a highlight feature.

• To encourage expansive naturalistic views true to the design intentions of the original estate 
plan.

• Frame views through naturalistic elements using natural features (tree groups, avenues and 
feature trees, water bodies, landform and dense shrub planting) or occasional stone / brick 
structures or from within buildings.

Consequently, it is imperative that the highly significant space at the ‘heart’ of the Park, where the hall 
once stood, is changed from a car park. And as such is restored to being the central hub of the park. 
Not only will this add to the setting of the remaining historic Coach House and Stable buildings and 
views, but it could also be exploited as an interpretive and events area, serviced by the facilities from 
within the adjoining buildings. This will mean relocating the car park discretely to an area that is of less 
historic significance such as the western field currently being used to store waste material.
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Existing Landscape: Opportunities 

The northern lawn’s appearance, habitats and vehicular approach into the park can be improved 
significantly. The Crescent Drive’s lined mature trees will provide an important role in maintaining a 
mature landscape character and will allow the new planting to establish.

The landscape structural elements like the sandstone boundary wall, Ha-Ha, steps and formal garden 
low walls do show signs of erosion and repair over the years. So need to be monitored and maintained 
as required. Refer to the Building Condition Survey (Document 16b viii). 

To restore the central focus of Roby Hall and its eastern ancillary building, by making this a central 
events space. This will form a hub, from which to access the park as originally intended.

Opening up the views across the Golf Course, both from within the garden and across the golf course, 
will enable all park users to appreciate what was intended to be seen. This needs be strengthened by 
a tree succession plan to ensure this landscape is fully restored. 

Garden landscape features are at greatest risk from the current basic maintenance regime and so will 
have the greatest transformation from a capital works programme that is supported by a subsequent 
higher level maintenance.

The Ecology Assessment Survey considers opportunities to improve the parks’ habitats, including 
works to reopen up the ponds. The Arboricultural Survey (Document 16b xiii) and the Woodland 
Management Plan (Document 14b i) also provide a detailed understanding of the existing tree health 
and how the landscape elements can be restored in a phased approach.
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The Coach House: The building restored and used by the FoBP
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1 Introduction

1.1	 Project	Background

The restoration of Bowring Park, formerly known as the Roby Hall Estate, is being planned by Knowsley 
Metropolitan Borough Council (KMBC).  Following KMBC’s Stage 1 Application for the Bowring Park 
restoration project, the Heritage Lottery Fund approved the application and awarded a Development 
Grant the under their ‘Parks for People’ initiative in December 2013.  This will provide the necessary 
resource to formulate a final Stage 2 Application. 

To inform the Stage 2 Application, KMBC have commissioned Mouchel to undertake a Historic Landscape 
Assessment and to identify the constraints, opportunities and likely impacts on heritage assets, together 
with any appropriate mitigation, if required, in relation to the site and its heritage.

1.2 Location

Bowring Park is located in Huyton with Roby, Knowsley, Merseyside, with an approximate central 
National Grid Reference of SJ 42781 90250. The report’s focus is on the part of the park located north 
of the M62 motorway.  However, to provide appropriate landscape and historical context, the 18th 
century extents of park extends just south of the motorway and this has been included in the Historical 
Landscape Assessment study area. 

The M62 motorway bisected Bowring Park in early 1970s.  Housing development surrounds the park to 
the north, east and west and southeast by arable fields. 

1.3 Site Overview

Bowring Park is located in Huyton with Roby, Knowsley, Merseyside. The HLA focuses on what was 
once the Roby Hall Estate, built in 1761-62 by John Williamson, Mayor of Liverpool. This is the area of 
the park located north of the M62 motorway and the area just to the south of the motorway. 

The site was originally a medieval deer park and when Williamson bought the land it came with a 
late medieval manor house, Old Roby Hall located on the north east of the site. The earliest existing 
map of the site is the Estate plan dated from 1829 (Fig 83 in Appendix 5). On this plan there is the 
expansive parkland to the south, with wide views broken up only by dispersed trees in small clumps 
and isolated specimens. To the north there was a smaller, more formalised arrangement, with a 
grassed area described as a ‘Lawn’ on the plan. This is enclosed by a high sandstone wall and 
woodland belt to the north and clumps of woodland and avenues of trees elsewhere which screen 
the views, leading through this space from the two curved entrance points is the Crescent shaped 
Carriage Drive. This arrives at the Hall, which is centrally located on the plan and is framed by the 
ancillary buildings to the east and west. Directly behind this is the formal gardens associated with the 
Hall, which includes the Walled Garden and Terrace Lawn. 
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Figure 2 provides an overlay for the 1849 Tithe Map on an up to date Ordinance Survey map. It 
highlights the park boundaries, both from 1849 and present to give context to this report. Assessing 
the park is currently condition, the three main areas mentioned above are identifiable, although the 
character of these areas has altered:

• The golf course – this occupies the parkland area of the Georgian layout and now includes 
land to the east and south of the estate. Although the M62 motorway cuts through it, this area is 
dominated by parkland, which is now fairways and greens, with trees of different age and condition 
surrounding it.

• The historic northern ‘Lawn’ and boundary – here is where the major concentration of older 
trees are located behind the northern sandstone wall and along the Crescent Drive, which has 
been reduced to a footpath. This is dissected by the M62 junction 5 feeder road, creating a more 
enclosed space above the road and a mature parkland view below it.  

• Roby Hall core – This is also dominated by mature trees which surround this space and which 
provides the setting for the cluster of buildings associated with Bowring Park and its gardens 
including a walled garden, a dell and Ha-Ha.

For a more detailed assessment of the Character Area’s refer to the Character Area Analysis 
(Document 16b iii). 

The park descends gradually from approximately 38m AOD at the north to 23m AOD at the southwest.

The drift geology is glacial Diamicton Till, which overlays a solid geological bedrock of Scythian 
(Wilmslow) Sandstone. This is a principal aquifer, which may support water supply / river base flow on 
a strategic scale, due to its high intergranular and / or fracture permeability. Consequently it is within a 
total catchment water source protection zone. There is a normal inferred fault line running north – south-
easterly roughly along the old eastern estate boundary as dated on the 1849 tithe map (Appendix 5, 
Figure 84). On the eastern side of this fault line the bed rock changes to Chester pebble beds, which is a 
gravelly sandstone. Although the site is not in a level 2 or 3 flood zone it is at low risk from groundwater 
flooding of property below ground level (BGS 1995 and Groundsure).
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Figure 2: Site Plan with Historic overlay (1849 Tithe Map), showing past and present site boundaries
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A view of the subway from Nanny Goat Park, which is its link to the main park



28

Bowring Park Restoration Project . Historic Landscape Assessment 

2 Aims and Objectives

2.1 Principal Aims and Objectives 

The scope of this report is to:

• Establish the development of the landscape of the site as far as possible, through desk based 
research;

• Identify and map any key features of the landscape;

• Assess, where possible, the landscape significance of the site;

• Evaluate the condition of the existing landscape;

• Understand the impact of the proposed scheme upon heritage assets; and

• Make recommendations for further mitigation, where necessary.

The desk based assessment of the historical landscape forms the first stage of an iterative process 
in this assessment.  Consequently, the findings will need to be considered alongside wider scheme 
issues during the design development.

This assessment will appraise the significance of any such historical landscape interest and where 
possible, the likely impact of the proposed development upon the significance of any heritage assets, 
in accordance with Policy 128 of the National Planning Policy Framework. 



North western end of the northern sandstone wall which fronts Nanny Goat Park
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3 Policy Context

The following legislation, policies, plans and guidelines have been taken into account as part of this 
study. The Listed Building and Conservation Areas Act 1990 has been included as it is understood that 
it is the intention of Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council’s (KMBC) to incorporate Bowring Park into 
the existing adjoining Roby Conservation Area, following the completion of the Capital Works of this 
Heritage Project.  As such the Buildings and Landscape should be treated as within the Conservation 
Area, hence the relevance in including this Act below.

3.1 National, Regional and Local Policy

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act, 1979

The guidance and policy for protecting nationally important monuments through scheduled status is 
set out in this legislation. For all works on Scheduled Ancient Monuments, consent must be sort from 
English Heritage.

Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas Act 1990)

This Act makes provision for the protection and conservation of historic buildings and areas by way of 
a process of listing and designation. Identified buildings are classified as being Grade I, Grade II* or 
Grade II by English Heritage and historic areas are designated Conservation Areas by the Secretary 
of State upon recommendation from the local authority.  Once listed, Listed Building consent must 
be obtained from the local planning authority before works to demolish, alter or extend a Listed 
Building can be carried out. Similarly, consent must be obtained for the demolition of buildings in a 
Conservation Area. New developments in a Conservation Area are also expected to adhere to strict 
design criteria to ensure the character of the area is maintained or enhanced. Developments within 
proximity of a Conservation Area should also reflect the character of the area. 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2012

NPPF, Section 11, sets out the policies to conserve and enhance the local environment.  This requires 
the protection and enhancement of valued landscapes, recognising the wider benefits of ecosystems 
through minimising the impact on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity, whilst minimising 
pollution and land instability through remediation and mitigation as is required.  

Policies relating to the conservation and enhancement of the historic environment are set out in 
Section 12 of the NPPF. This includes the requirement to assess both designated and undesignated 
heritage assets as part of development schemes and to record assets that cannot be conserved as 
part of the works.
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Local Planning Policy

KMBC’s Local Plan Core Strategy (KLP) was adopted in January 2016. The KLP contains Policy 
CS20: Managing the Borough’s Historic Environment.

KMBC’s Historic Environment Strategy was adopted in July 2013.  It seeks to set out a comprehensive 
and integrated strategy for conservation and heritage activities in the Borough from 2013 to 2018 and 
to also establish longer term principles to follow.

3.2 Standards and Guidance

This Historical Landscape Character Assessment has adapted the Standards and Guidance for 
Historic Environment Desk Based Assessments set by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) 
(rev 2014) and applied this to a Landscape approach.



The extension on the Stable building
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4 Methodology

4.1 Scope of Study

A desk-based study has been undertaken to investigate, as far as is reasonable and practical, the 
nature and extent of any known or potential historical assets within a study area encompassing a 
300m buffer from the proposed boundary.

The assessment has been informed by a review of all available records; historical documentary 
evidence; cartographic evidence and photographic material. This has involved a review of the 
following sources:

I. Merseyside Historic Environment Record (HER) – for all records relating to known heritage 
assets and secondary source material

II. Liverpool Archives – for all historic maps, photographs, estate papers and other documentary 
evidence

III. Liverpool Central Library– for secondary texts

IV. Any resources held by the Friends of Bowring Park (FoBP) and the Knowsley Estate

The relevant historic maps for the study area have been examined including Ordnance Survey maps 
from the 1st edition to the present and any additional maps such as 18th and 19th century private 
estate and land development maps, tithe maps and enclosure maps (Appendix 5). 

The solid and drift geology for the site has been identified based on that recorded by the British 
Geological Survey/ Geological Survey of Great Britain Maps. 

A site walkover, where access and health and safety allowed, was undertaken to consider the study 
area and any possible identification of landscape features. On 5th August 2014 and 14th November 
2014, site walkovers were undertaken (Appendix 4) A photographic record with a digital camera was 
taken.

A brief appraisal of built heritage assets relative to the development of the landscape was also 
undertaken.

All features identified through the research have been located on a site plan with an Ordnance Survey 
base and presented in Appendix 1. The reference numbers allocated on the plan, correspond to the 
numbers in this Report.

Research has uncovered an 1829 Estate Map of the Park.  This Map is of major significance in 
understanding the design principles used when setting out the Estate House and grounds.  This 
identifies the different design features used in laying out the estate (Appendix 2).  A present day 
underlay is provided for direct comparison.



The Swamp cypress in autumn located on the Ha-Ha on the Georgian terrace lawn
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5 History and Development

5.1 Framework Context

To help understanding the significant development of the landscape over time from after the last glacier 
left Diamicton Till across the landscape. This assessment considers change in the context of the 
following historical timeline:

• Early Medieval AD 410 – 1066

• Medieval AD 1066 – 1540

• Post-Medieval AD 1540 – 1900

• Modern AD 1900 – present 

Early Medieval 

Rome’s withdrawal of from Britain in AD 410 saw the commencement of the Early Medieval period. 
Consequently, the prevailing settlement pattern was characterised by dispersed and short-lived 
farmsteads, which often focused on river valleys. Thus, evidence of the early part of the period is difficult 
to detect and remains of this type of settlement are not known within the study area.

Mid-early Medieval was the period when longer-lived settlements and many historic English villages 
were established. ‘Roby’ is a name originated from Scandinavia; in the 1086 Domesday survey the 
manor is recorded as Rabil, part of West Derby Hundred (Williams and Martin 2003). Before the Norman 
Conquest Roby was held by Uhtred, a man of King Edward. The evidence shows that a settlement was 
present at Roby by the latter part of the early medieval period. 

Medieval

After the Norman Conquest, Roger de Poitou held Roby, but he forfeited the honour twice, with the final 
time being when he participated in the rebellion against William II in AD 1088. The honour then appears 
to have been held in demesne until the early part of the 12th century, when the grandson of William I 
and future Stephen I of England, Stephen de Blois was gifted it.

Late in the 12th century, Robert de Lathom held Roby and subsequently passed it to his son Richard in 
1220 (VCH 1907). In 1304 King Edward 1 granted a charter for a weekly market, an annual fair on the 
eve, feast and morrow of St Wilfrid and the right to free Warren at Roby. 

The earliest recorded landscape feature from the site was when Thomas de Lathom was given licence 
to empark at Roby in 1338; although, the medieval deer park boundaries are unclear the probability is 
that they are incorporated within Roby Hall Estate as identified in the Nineteenth Century Maps. 

In 1372 Thomas de Lathom’s descendant, also called Thomas, issued a charter granting burgage plots 
and making his vill of Roby a free borough forever. However, this growth in importance appears short 
lived, because following the granting of the charters, the fair and borough are not mentioned.  
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The causes of Roby’s decline in fortunes are unclear, but in the 1390’s its transfer through marriage 
to the Stanley’s may have played a part. Although occupied by various tenants, the Stanley’s retained 
possession of Roby Hall manor throughout the rest of the medieval period.

It appears that the high ground around the junction of Roby Road, Station Road (formerly Twig Lane) and 
Carr Lane was the core of the medieval village. On the Carr Lane’s western side, slightly southwest of 
the village core, Archaeological excavation identified two superimposed medieval buildings and several 
large rubbish pits containing 14th and 15th century pottery.

With no church at Roby during the medieval period, St Peter’s at Huyton served the village’s and manor’s 
religious needs. Which indicates Roby was a small settlement.

Field names situated slightly to the north west of the historic village core (Cowell 2002) indicate that part 
of its open field system may have been present here. Further to the north lay heathland (Woolfall Heath) 
and mossland (Page Moss), which are names still used of the built up areas in the current location at 
the time of writing.  To the south was an area of common land, known as Roby Carrs, which may have 
contained a windmill (HLC 2011).  

Located near the corner of Roby Road and Station Road (formerly Twig Lane) is the only surviving 
medieval structural evidence at Roby, namely, the shaft of a Grade II listed market cross or boundary 
stone. It was moved from its original position to the east of the junction of Carr Lane and Roby Road in 
1979.The Late medieval manor house at Roby, Roby Old Hall, is shown at the north east of the estate 
on an 1829 estate map (Lancashire Archives) and the 1849 tithe map (Lancashire Archives). Ordnance 
Survey mapping suggests that the building may have survived into the second half of the 20th century. 

Post-Medieval

This period of time was very significant in the life of this estate.  To put this in context, here are a few 
significant events which were happening at the time:

• George III Accession to the throne in 1760.

• British rule in India commenced with East India Company’s victory at the Battle of Plassey 1757.

• Halley’s Comet passed the earth on Christmas Day 1758.

• Josiah Wedgewood started to make revolutionary wares in Staffordshire in 1759.

• Industrial revolution began with the opening of the Bridgewater Canal in 1763 and Hargreaves 
inventing the Spinning Jenny in 1764.  So this commenced a time of phenomenal wealth of 
UK, which was nicknamed the Workshop of World, and ultimately Empire. Further, James Watt 
“improved” the Newcomen steam engine 1765 and first major iron structure was the Iron bridge 
built at Coalbrookdale in 1777.

• Lancelot Capability Brown and others were transforming country estates across England in the 
English Landscape style.
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The earliest significant improvement within the locality of this period was with the Turn-piking of Twig 
Lane in 1726 and Roby Road in 1746 (King 1984), which meant that transport and communications 
at Roby improved markedly during this time.  The toll gate lodge of the Twig Lane turnpike “Toll Bar 
Cottage” is situated at the corner of Roby Road and Station Road and is Grade II listed.

Prior to the railway, Roby village saw little change with early mapping showing a consistent linear layout 
focused on Roby Road. In 1830 the Liverpool to Manchester railway opened with the line running on a 
high embankment just north of Roby Estate. This is the first inter-city passenger railway in the world, with 
trains like the Rocket (Figure 3) which was used at the opening, working the line. It was only after the 
railway was built, that the village expanded, mostly to the north around the railway station. Edenhurst, 
now the Derby Lodge Hotel, was the grandest; it is a large sandstone house built in 1840 by Edward 
Stanley, later the 14th Earl of Derby, for his estate manager Richard Earle. Stanley also commissioned 
the first church at Roby, St Bartholomew’s, which was constructed in 1850.

The surrounding landscape remained agricultural throughout this period, with dispersed farms present 
and associated small scale industrial activity, such as a sand pit, sandstone quarries and a smithy. 
Drainage improvements and marling eventually saw large areas of former common land being enclosed 
and brought into arable use in the latter part of the period, including Roby Carrs in 1629. 

Roby Estate does not appear to have changed much in the 16th and 17th centuries, despite its Old 
Hall being occupied by a number of families during this period.  However, this all changed with John 
Williamson, Mayor of Liverpool, acquiring the estate in 1761, who then promptly commissioned a new 
Hall, the Old Hall was also retained, probably in a lesser role, like being used to home estate workers.

Figure 3: Photo of the Rocket which was used on railway line when it was opened. Photo by Tony Hisgett 
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The 1829 Roby Hall Estate Map (Appendix 5 Figure 83) clearly indicates how the buildings and grounds 
of the estate were laid out at that time, with a lawn to the north and front of the Hall with tree avenues 
woods and a central northern pond.  To the south and rear is the Park with small groups of trees 
scattered across it.

The new Hall (Appendix 1 - Nr 1, Appendix 2 - Nr 19 and for example in Figures 4 and 5) was built 150m 
to the south west of the Old Hall. The new Hall was a Georgian house, comprising two main storeys. 
The northern facade had a central single storey four columned entrance portico with a pointed pediment 
containing a central ocular window at the roofline. 

Figure 4: North facade of Roby Hall, with added western extension circa 1957 (Millington)

Figure 5: South facade of Roby Hall circa 1830 (Harwood, Liverpool RO)
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The southern facade (Figure 6) had a central two-storey bay overlooking a terraced formal lawn 
(Appendix 1 - Nr 12, Appendix 2 - Nr 10) separated from parkland by a ha-ha (Appendix 1 - Nr 11, 
Appendix 2 - Nr 11). The ha-ha continued to the east until it met a tree-lined lane defining the eastern 
boundary of the estate.

The indications are that ancillary buildings (Appendix 2 - Nr 20) were constructed east and west of the 
Hall. The western building is presently known as Stable Building (Figure 41), although this is considered 
to be incorrectly named and having taken the name from the eastern ancillary building which has been 
demolished; an ornamental pond (Appendix 2 - Nr 14) and a walled garden (Appendix 1 - Nr 6, Appendix 
2 - Nr 15) were located slightly further to the east. The approach to the Hall was from the north via a tree 
lined crescent carriage drive (Appendix 1 - Nr 16, Appendix 2 - Nr 3). The carriage drive was entered 
through semi-circular gated entrances in a high sandstone wall (Appendix 1 - Nr 3, Appendix 2 - Nr 2), 
which formed the northern boundary of the estate (Appendix 1 - Nr 8, Appendix 2 - Nr 1). 

The hall was set within a park, it is unclear whether this park is the remnant of the medieval deer park 
or if was established with the Hall in the eighteenth century. However, it is highly probable that they are 
one and the same park, but that its shape might have been altered.

Although, most likely carried out at the time of John Williamson’s commission of the new Hall, the 1829 
Estate Map (Appendix 5, Figure 83) is the earliest evidence found of the grounds. Their layout, would 
be classed as a typical ‘English Landscape’ design, and example of this is shown from the extract of 
Humphry Repton’s English Landscape proposals and his reasons why he wanted to make alterations 
(Appendix 3).

Figure 6: South facade of Roby Hall circa 19th century (Twycross, Liverpool RO)
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19th century saw several phases of alteration on the Hall including the western side of the Hall had a 
flat roofed two-storey extension, containing bathrooms and closets in the 1890’s (as seen on Figure 
15). The Estate’s buildings and gardens, also developed with the addition of glasshouses around the 
walled garden structure (Figure 7). The eastern ancillary building layout appears to have altered at least 
three times during the 19th century. The present day ‘Coach House’ (Appendix 1 - Nr 5 and Figure 8) is 
depicted for the first time in the Ordnance Survey map of 1890. 

Figure 7: Looking west along the service road from Old Roby Hall, with the glasshouses fronting the walled garden towards 
Roby Hall and its buildings, from the northwest corner of the park (source unknown)

Figure 8: Northern and eastern elevations of the Coach House in October 2012
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Other estate modifications occurred during this time, including construction of south facing conservatories 
adjoining the Hall (Figures 6, 10 and 11) and gatehouse lodges at the Estate entrances, the western 
one being called the Liverpool Lodge and the Eastern one called Roby Lodge (Appendix 1 - Nr 3 and 
Figures 9 and 40). 

The land highlighted as part of Roby Hall alters by 1851 (Appendix 5, Figure 85), with the field structure 
of the 1849 tithe map (Appendix 5, Figure 84) between the park and Carr Lane all gone bar the trees. 
With possibly a hedge dividing up the parkland to the west of the old eastern boundary. The double row 
tree avenue to the north appears to have become a single row of trees by 1851 and has lost its structure 
by 1891 (Appendix 5, Figure 86).

The northern and the garden ornamental ponds (Appendix 2 - Nrs 6 & 14) are shown to be filled or 
drained by the 1891 map and this plan also marks an additional hedgerow on the western side, from the 
trees around the Hall to the pond and down to the southern boundary of the park.

Figure 9: Victorian Eastern Gatehouse Lodge (Unknown source)
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Figure 11: Southwest rear view of Roby Hall from parkland circa early 20th Century (ARK, Ref HUdig07.50)

Figure 10: Southeast rear view of Roby Hall from terrace lawn circa early 20th Century  (ARK, Ref HUdig11.3)
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Modern period (AD1900 - present)

In 1906, Alderman Sir William Benjamin Bowring (Figure 12) purchased the estate and offered it directly 
to the City of Liverpool for the recreation and enjoyment of the people, this directly followed the passing 
of the Open Spaces Act in 1906.  Subsequently, the park was renamed Bowring Park in his honour and 
was opened to the public in 1907.

The description in the Liverpool Weekly Mercury (which included Figures 12, 13, 14, 31 and 33), when 
it covered the opening of the park, described it in the following way: 

The estate has a frontage to the main road of nearly half a 
mile, and contains almost 100 acres. Several acres more 
than Stanley Park or the Calderstones Estate, 80 acres 
being pasture land, with a good natural water supply. The 
drives and park are well wooded with beech, lime, chestnut, 
ash, elm and oak trees, while at present the rhododendrons 
in profusion are in bloom, and mingle with a good display of 
hawthorn, roses and some laburnum, with chestnut spikes 
above. A fringe of ferns gives an added charm to a beautiful 
lawn. The estate slopes gently to the southward, commanding 
a fine view of the Childwall Vale, with the churches of 
Woolton and Gatacre, and Childwall comparatively near, a 
grand panorama of the Cheshire Hills beyond, and a distant 
glimpse of the Upper Mersey. The trees and turf represent a 
century and a half of cultivation.

Figure 12: Alderman William B Bowring 
(circa 15 June 1907; Liverpool Weekly 

Mercury; OMT)

Figure 13: View west along Roby Road towards Eastern Lodge Gatehouse 
(circa 15 June 1907; Liverpool Weekly Mercury; Old Mersey Times)



44

Bowring Park Restoration Project . Historic Landscape Assessment 

Figure 15: Last Tram leaving northwest corner of Bowring Park, looking east along Roby Road (ARK, Ref HU216)

The parks popularity benefited from the tram line being extended in 1915 and terminated at the newly 
established tree lined avenue located at the northwest of the park. This ran until 14th September 1957 
(Figure 15); the last tram line in Liverpool which came from the Pier Head though the City to the park 
highlights the parks popularity at the time (source FoBP).

Figure 14: View northeast from formal lawn area towards Roby Hall’s eastern conservatory and eastern ancillary building 
beyond (circa 15 June 1907; Liverpool Weekly Mercury; Old Mersey Times)



45

Bowring Park Restoration Project .  Historic Landscape Assessment 

Early part of the 20th century saw alterations to the parkland to the south of the Hall with one of the 
first municipal 9-hole golf courses in England built in 1913 (Figures 1 and 16).  Allotments were also 
established in 1910 in the northwest of the estate. 

In 1921, the size of Bowring Park increased when the oblong piece of land adjoining Carr Lane was 
incorporated into the golf course, through a land contract with Earl of Derby (source FoBP). The Old 
English Gardens (Figure 17) were completed in the walled gardens to the east of the Hall and was noted 
as popular with visitors.

Commencing in the 1930’s, the post war housing estates were developed around the park, so changing 
the character of the area markedly. 

Figure 16: Aerial photograph of Bowring Park in 1922 (Liverpool RO)
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Prior to World War II the Hall was used as a summer school and the golf club house.   

During World War II, the Hall was requisitioned for use in the war effort, possible as a transit camp for 
soldiers.  It was known to locals that soldiers carried out bayonet practice on straw sacks and digging 
trenches (FoBP).  With the Park including the gardens and golf course being cultivated for food.  It 
was noted that in 1941, the week of the May Blitz hundreds of people sought shelter at Bowring Park, 
encamping wherever they could find shelter, including hedges to escape the nightly bombing.

Figure 18: Golf Club house looking west following demolition of Roby Hall circa 1960 (FoBP)

Figure 17: Walled Garden area, following redesign as an Old English Garden (ARK, Ref HUdig07.40)
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At this time the Hall was damaged by fire and was judged to be too expensive to refurbish, due to its 
poor state of repair. Consequently, it was demolished in the decade after the war, with the golf course 
reinstated and opened in 1956.

In the place of Roby Hall a prefabricated building which served as the Golf Club House was installed, 
Appendix 5 indicates this building was not installed till after 1967, although there is photographic 
evidence of it being present in 1960 (Figures 18 & 19).

This period of reinvestment in the early 1950s saw the restoration of the formal garden area (Figures 
12, 13, 14 & 15).

Along with the reinstatement of the golf course, the gardens were also restored as can be identified on 
Figures 18 to 21.

Old Roby Hall, was demolished in the late 1960’s.

The integrity of the 18th century park layout was severely compromised in the early 1970s when junction 
5 of the M62 motorway was built in the northwest corner of the estate.  The motorway runs southeast 
through the centre of the park, with Roby Road realigned to connect with it through the estates boundary 
wall and northern lawn. Additionally, a central access road was constructed to the informal car park 
located on top of the footings of Roby Hall. 

In 1980 a parcel of land to the south of the park was acquired via the Department of Transport’s 
compensation system, and incorporated into the park to replace what was lost by the motorway’s 
construction. Following this the golf course was developed to its present form, extending it to 18 holes 
(Appendix 1 Nr 17).  However, the drainage of the golf course in the extended southern area is reported 
to be problematic. 

Figure 19: Looking northwest across the formal lawn towards the Clubhouse, from the Dell in 1950’s (Liverpool RO)
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By the end of the 1980’s the formal gardens had become overgrown and the golf course neglected. 
This was primarily due to Liverpool City Council withdrawing its horticultural staff. This was further 
compounded by the authority looking at disposing the park, so the late 1980’s was noted as the low 
point in Bowring Park’s history with the park lacking any meaningful investment or care. However, it was  
at this time that volunteers made various efforts to fund raise and try to restore various aspects of the 
park, particularly the Formal Garden area, which includes the Walled Garden, Dell and formal lawn area. 

In 1989 the Friends of Bowring Park (FoBP) was formed from the Trust members of Liverpool’s 
Environmental team (LET). LET ran community projects annually in the spring during “Merseyside 
Environmental Week”.  During this week they allocated a small fund to groups to help them buy small 
gardening tools to aid them in their projects. For these events FoBP invited some local schools to take 
part (including Malvern School and St Margaret Mary’s).  Activities included: Turf laying, Planting new 
plants in the Dell, Rebuilding the low stone walls in Dell, Laying down circular footpath in the Dell.

Figure 22: Looking southeast across terrace and formal lawn area in 1950’s (FoBP)

Figure 20: Dell Garden area looking west, following redesign 
in 1950’s (FoBP)

Figure 21: Dell Garden area looking east, following redesign 
in 1950’s (FoBP)
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FoBP, through volunteer working party projects and fund raising raised £5,000 with generous contributions 
from Peter and Edgar Bowring, to restore the south walls of the walled garden which were in need of 
repair, after Liverpool City Council had approached them.

In the 1995, FoBP completed the restoration of the “Coach House” as a Visitor Centre and to its 
current state, using an architect with experience in preserving heritage buildings.  Works were kept to 
a minimum to avoid damage and for example opted for underfloor heating to prevent the installation of 
large radiators and they used stone flags to match the originals after many of the originals had been 
stolen. The FoBP also uncovered a well preserved brick floor in the area outside the Coach House, 
which is where they believe toilets were located in the old building.

Some restoration projects have been less successful at preserving the historic elements.  For example 
when new cobbles were laid on a concrete bed instead of relaying the older, worn duckstone cobbles 
outside of the Coach House, when the FoBP were laying new drains (Figure 23).  It is known that the 
area of original cobbles extends beyond this damaged area, although at a slightly lower level than the 
relaid area.  However, the original cobbles may still be on site as it is understood to have been disposed 
by the side of the Stables, so reinstatement maybe possible.

In 1997 Knowsley Council (KMBC) took ownership of Bowring Park and its assets.

FoBP celebrated the Centenary of Bowring Park in 2007. This included a journey aboard the steam 
train “Bowing Centenarian’ on Sunday 10th June and a walk along Roby Road from Roby station to 
the Putting Green for the centenary re-enactment of the Presentation Speeches of 1907 on Tuesday 
12 June 2007. They were thrilled to have The Lord Lieutenant of Merseyside, together with Mayor and 
Chief Executive of Knowsley Council, and several members of the Bowring family amongst them. 

Recently, the FoBP planted fig trees along the heated wall in an attempt to provide the link to future 
environmental projects. This involved Henry Bowring planting a Morello cherry tree.

.

Figure 23: Cobbled sett area in front of the Coach House in October 2012



Remains of the curved eastern entrance off Roby Road into Bowring Park
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6 Existing Environment

6.1 Heritage Assets

Sixty-one heritage assets are within the study area. However, there are no World Heritage Sites, 
Scheduled Monuments, Registered Battlefields or Registered Park and Gardens within the study area. 

There are no Listed Buildings within the site, but seven Listed Buildings are within the Roby Conservation 
Area, which is situated immediately to the northeast of the site and within 500m of the site boundary. 

6.2 Historic Landscape Characterisation

Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) has been completed for Knowsley Council as part of the 
Merseyside Historic Characterisation Project (MHCP). The broad character areas identified within 
the study area are residential at the north, east and west; recreational and ornamental at the centre 
(Bowring Park: discussed in Sections 6.3 et seq); communication (Manchester to Liverpool Railway 
and M62) at the north and centre; and an agglomerated field system of large regular enclosures of 20th 
century date at the south. The residential areas largely comprise semi-detached houses of 20th century 
date although a concentration of villa and large detached houses of 19th and early 20th Century date 
is present within the historic core of Roby, with other examples of this type of house distributed along 
Roby Road.

6.3 Condition of the Existing Landscape

Main changes and wider assessments

The M62 motorway works, especially the changes associated with Junction 5 have had a significant 
negative impact on the layout, amenity and use of the park. 

The formal and wall garden areas are in a neglected state, despite being the subject of two redesigns 
in 1921 and 1956.  There have also been subsequent restoration / preservation attempts of various 
aspects of the park around the gardens by the FoBP since its formation, these have included, the Coach 
House and the cobbled area outside, Walled Garden and the Dell.

Across the parkland area, the golf course dominates.  As highlighted earlier, the park was remodelled 
in the early 20th Century to incorporate the golf course. Predominately Quick growing trees have been 
planted along the fairways and around the mature trees around this time. Within the last 15 years there 
have been further woodland planting on the golf course margins. However, the Golf Course’s very 
existence has protected the park, enabling some of the ‘English Landscape’ layout to survive, such as 
the vistas, Ha-Ha and mature trees particularly along the land boundary edge to the south.

The Lawn area to the north has seen major alterations, both by the new route of Roby Road accessing 
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the motorway junction and the inclusion of the vehicular access road to the informal car park sited on top 
of Roby Hall’s foundations.  The mature trees which dominate either side of the Crescent Drive appear 
to be mid-20th Century additions rather than from an earlier period.

Much of the northern sandstone boundary wall along the old Roby Road still exists along with some of 
the curved entrance features. Figure 24 provides an aerial view of the park from 1995, which gives an 
interesting comparison with Figure 16, which is an aerial photograph taken in 1922.

Figure 24: Aerial photo of Bowring Park from M62 Junction 5 looking northeast to the former location of Roby Hall circa 1995 
(Gillespies)
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6.4 Key Features of the Past and Present Landscape

The 1829 Roby Hall Estate Map (Appendix 5 Figure 83) provides a valuable record of how the grounds 
of the estate were laid out originally, with a lawn to the north and front of the house with tree avenues 
woods and a central northern pond.  To the south and rear is the Park with small groups of trees set out 
across it. This maps’ indication of significant trees on the site would suggest that the grounds would have 
been laid out for some time.  Further it is known that around 60 years earlier, the Williamson commission 
of works to the building were done.  Consequently, it would appear that the park layout would have been 
completed around the same time.

The grounds of the estate in 1829 have been laid out in the ‘English Landscape’ style, this style was 
popular and used by a number of designers. Appendix 2 provides a stylised 1829 Estate Plan, which 
highlights the main features of this design as laid out at Bowring Park when it was formally the Roby 
Estate. An example of which was mentioned earlier, regarding Humphry Repton’s description in Appendix 
3. If they were laid out in the late 18th century, this was a time when Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown was 
actively transforming Estates throughout the country being noted for transforming landscapes in this 
style.  For example, at nearby Knowsley Hall, Lancelot Brown drew up proposals in 1775-76 for the park 
and kitchen garden, which Earl of Derby possibly implemented. However, no known records exist linking 
Brown with this particular estate.

Figure 25: High sandstone wall with trees behind, facing west on Roby Road (ARK, ref HU92-112) 
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Key components of the English landscape style identified on the 1829 Estate map include:

The location of the Hall and the views on the approach are carefully set out; to impress the visitor and 
to maximize the impression of spacious grounds, this was done by providing:

i. High sandstone wall along Roby Road (Figure 25) with trees behind (Figure 28); together these 
block views into the estate, until the grounds are entered; increasing the suspense.

ii. Access into the park though semi-circular gated entrances, which lead onto a crescent shaped 
carriage drive; maximising the length of approach to the Hall (Figures 26 and 27).

Figure 26: The boundary wall and the eastern entrance to the carriage drive

Figure 27: Early postcard depicting Entrance into Roby Estate off Roby Road (ARK, ref HUdig07.38)
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iii. Land surrounding the carriage drive is maintained as a ‘lawn’ on the map.  This probably indicates 
a different maintenance regime to the parkland area, with the grass presumably kept short by 
small pasture animals such as sheep, much like can be identified on Figure 28 and 29). It would 
be anticipated that this would be open with no dividing fence as shown on Figure 38 of the North 
façade of Roby Hall circa 1910.

iv. Two double rowed sets of trees in the lawn area, which crossed the drive and adjoined small 
wooded areas either side of the house.  The purpose of this was to hide the view of the Hall till 
the last possible moment and so building the sense of anticipation and importance of the property, 
Figure 30 has the view on the Hall from the Drive, but originally this would have been screened.

Figure 28: View from crescent drive, inside west entrance looking along high sandstone wall with trees behind, facing 
east (ARK, Ref: HU92-114)

Figure 29: View of the approach up the crescent drive, from the eastern entrance circa early 20th Century    
(ARK, Ref: HUdig11.5)
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v. These double rowed tree avenues were set out to focus the view from the hall to a pond set 
centrally in the lawn and had a backdrop of the wood along the perimeter hiding the boundary 
high wall.  This gave the impression of the property being in a natural idyllic setting.  A small wood 
was also used to screen off Roby Old Hall, which was retained and occupied by estate workers.

vi. A separate drive that led to Roby Old Hall and was set further east than the two main entrances 
from Roby Road; this presumably was the ‘tradesmen’ entrance to the house and parkland at the 
rear. Figure 55 identifies this entrance as now blocked off. 

The map from 1851 marks only a single row of trees on the lawn area instead of the double row.  The 
tree avenue further weakens on the 1891 map, where trees are scattered across the lawn area.  This 
could well be down to the age of the tree and them not being replaced once lost. The existing Crescent 
drive tree-lined avenue appears only from 1955’s Ordinance Survey Map (Appendix 5 Figure 90).

The Estate itself is carefully laid out - the open aspect gives the viewer the impression of a large 
expansive estate, again to impress, this is achieved by:

i. Setting the Hall above the parkland, by a raised terrace, a Ha-ha and the series of steps, leading 
from the rear of the property (Figure 31).  This maximizes the views impact.

ii. Strategically placing trees over the estate, as individual specimens, small clumps and slightly 
large wooded groups, with the latter being mainly set on the boundary.  This maximises the 
impression of the estate’s size, through opening and limiting views.

iii. Dividing the front lawn from the park at the rear, indicating a different management regime used 
on these areas.  Probably, smaller pasture flocks at the front and large livestock herds being kept 
at the rear.

Figure 30: View of Roby Hall on the approach up the crescent drive, from the eastern entrance circa early 20th Century 
(ARK, Ref: HUdig11.5)
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iv. Using trees differently at the front of the Hall to the rear, this creates different special experiences, 
which aim to impress the visitor in range and scope of landscape owned (Fig 12). 

The 20th Century saw the development of the park as a 9 hole golf course, maps and the occasional 
image pre-dating the M62 motorway construction seem to show much of the open parkland character 
was retained, these mature single specimen trees can be observed now.

The grounds surrounding the house are again different in character - This design enables the estate 
owner to impress and conceal by: 

i. Strong views from the Hall to the surrounding landscape (Figures 32 & 35) were intended to be 
the dominant aspect and impression left on the visitor. Consequently, the lawn area leading down 
to the Ha-ha is very simply laid out as a grassed area.  Although Fig. 39, showing the south façade 
of Roby Hall in 1910 has a post and wire fence and planting in front of the hall, the impression of 
the tiered elevation of the ground and the dominant simplicity of the grass can still be noted.

Figure 32: Panoramic view south from the Ha-Ha across the golf course in January 2015

Figure 31: View north from parkland towards Roby Hall (circa 15 June 1907; Liverpool Weekly Mercury;  Old Mersey 
Times)



58

Bowring Park Restoration Project . Historic Landscape Assessment 

ii. Woodland clumps positioned to both sides of the Hall framed and maximised the large expansive 
views of the parkland through focusing the sight line outward funnel effect as well as planting 
trees in small clumps or as specimens (Figures 33 and 34). 

iii. Trees to the east hide a large rectangular pond and the walled gardens.

iv. Screening of the rectangular pond, which indicates its presence was more out of necessity rather 
than for ornamental purposes.  A view which is strengthened by knowing current conditions of the 
ground with its drainage problems and the drift geology of the area is noted, for glacial till above 
the bedrock is known to only slowly release water.

v. Locating the walled gardens in a nearby discrete location. These were considered a functional 
necessity, with the quadrant division of the garden indicates the garden’s role was to provide 
produce for the kitchen the year round.  However, locating this nearby would have provided 
opportunities for the inhabitants to ‘take a turn’ outside in a pleasant place.

Figure 33: Parkland view (circa 15 June 1907; Liverpool 
Weekly Mercury; Old Mersey Times)

Figure 34: View south across the fairways of the former 
parkland in March 2000

Figure 35: View south from top terrace across the golf course in March 2000



59

Bowring Park Restoration Project .  Historic Landscape Assessment 

Figure 36: An example for laying out a walled garden by Batty Langley (1696-1741) (Fleming & Gore 1797)

It was known that the planting layouts were prepared for Walled Gardens, to maximise the growing 
potential of the crops and they utilised the micro-climate created by being surrounded by brick walls and 
the south facing sloping ground. One such example was done by Batty Langley who lived in the early 
part of the 18th century, who published handbooks to enable inexperienced Georgian Clients to plan to 
a grand style their houses and gardens, see Fig. 36.

Another such example is based upon research of the Victorian Kitchen Garden and was used to inform 
the planting layout of the Walled Garden reconstruction for a television series in the late 20th century.  
It is notable for its ideas around new technology; there is mention of growing fruit up the walls, which 
would have been aided by heating the walls as well as other technological advancements, see Fig. 37.

The house ‘garden area’ developed the most over the next 150 years. These elements are:

• Walled gardens on 1851 map have trees spaced out across the garden area, which indicate some 
form of orchard.  

• 1851 Map also has additional buildings added to the walled garden, probably greenhouses and 
potting sheds.
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Note For Figure 37:   
This is how the garden was eventually planted up - keeping roughly to the original plan except when it was found 
that in practice some vegetables fitted better elsewhere.  For example, tall peas and beans were planted in the left-
hand plot instead of the right, where their height acted as a windbreak to protect the fragile showy flowers beside the 
central path.

Figure 37: An example for laying out a Victorian walled garden (Davies 1988)

• 1891 Map clearly marks glasshouses within and outside the walled garden. 

• 1891 Map also has replaced the rectangular pond with a semi-circular group of trees framing the 
space to the south.

• 1907 Map has a circular path marked in this area, with more trees forming the circle on the north 
side of it, which is known presently as the Dell.
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6.5 Illustrative Summary

The Historical Landscape Assessment has identified the main known landscape changes and influences 
over time to set the context of what is currently present.  Beginning with setting the general principles, 
which have formed the landscape in early eras, to current information and records. This has been 
primarily done to aid the Statement of Significance in Section 7.

The existing features of the site have been identified and numbers have been added to the plan identified 
on Appendix 1 and cross referenced within this report, for its purposes only (e.g. 1) and highlighted in 
green. 

Further, source information has been assessed and cross referenced with the Historic maps to draw up 
a picture of the development stages of the landscape and shown on the Plan in Appendix 2 of this report. 
To aid the report’s clarity, numbers have also been added to the plan identified on Appendix 2 and cross 
referenced within this report, for its purposes only (e.g. 1) and highlighted in red. 

By having these numbers listed side by side, it will provide an indication of how much historic value is 
still identifiable on the site, giving a level of importance and recognition the park deserves.



Tree lined lane along Roby Park’s former southern boundary, north of the M62 looking west 
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7.1 Park Within the Wider Local Context and Potential Impact of Proposals

Only two historic buildings survive within Bowring Park along with a small number of other historic 
structural features.  There are no Listed Buildings within the Park, although there is a Conservation Area 
which has seven Listed Buildings within 500m northeast of the park. However, the built environment 
and tree screening mean the heritage assets within the Conservation Area are unlikely to be affected 
by the Bowring Park proposals. Although as it is recommended that the park is treated as being within 
these restrictions in preserving, restoring and enhancing the heritage value, so the park is ultimately 
recognised for its heritage value and included within the Conservation Area.

To assist with understanding the park an account of a site visit has been provided in Appendix 4. This 
account is written in a creative style, from the perspective of a new visitor, considering the potential and 
issues of the park in its current condition.

7.2 Park Design Principles and Associated Guidance to Inform Future 
Proposals

As noted earlier, the Estate layout in 1829 evokes a traditional ‘English Landscape’ design style. 
Consequently, the recommendations of this report proposals of the park going forward should:

1. Firstly, look to preserve any elements remaining to this landscape.

2. Secondly, reintroduce where possible any elements back into the site.

3. Thirdly, any proposed design should be sympathetic to and strengthen the English Landscape 
style, so if key elements of the original design are unable to be reintroduced, then the design 
needs to reinterpret the site, but still using the fundamental principles of this design style, which 
are:

• To conceal the destination points to the last possible moment.

• To create a main destination point which is a highlight feature

• At the destination point give expansive naturalistic views

• Frame views through naturalistic elements using natural features (tree groups, avenues 
and feature trees, water bodies, landform and dense shrub planting) or occasional stone 
/ brick structures

• Use stone and brick features to support the natural landscape, like a ha-ha

• Provide key focal features in the landscape

During the 20th Century many pragmatic decisions have been made regarding the estate that ultimately 
had a negative physical impact on the heritage assets of the park. Consequently the integrity of the 
English Landscape design has been compromised. However, there is sufficient layout which survives of 
Williamson’s original design which makes this park significant and enables it to retain its design integrity. 
This is shown by the features of the park, both past and present, which have been considered from a 
Historical Landscape perspective, in terms of their importance, potential and recommendations, which 
includes the buildings as they play an important integrated role within the landscape. These are:

7	 Statement	of	Significance
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7.3	 Estate	Buildings	Within	the	Park

Former Roby Hall, Georgian Estate House  ( 1  Appendix 1)  ( 19  Appendix 2)

Asset description
The Hall was the main focus of the 18th Century design layout, because designed landscape was 
laid out as it was to give the Hall an enhanced sense of importance, both in terms of arrival and when 
viewing from the property whether this be across the enclosed lawn area to the north or the expansive 
parkland to the south. Figure 38 shows the northern facade of the Hall from Roby Road and Figure 39 
provides the southern facade from the parkland.

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The fire damage and the subsequent demolition in the mid-20th century, due to the cost implications 
of repair being too great, has meant that its loss has had a major impact on the integrity of the historic 
landscape.

Current use in this location
The site of the Hall currently only provides a functional use, it consists of an informal car park to service 
the needs of the Golf Course and the wider park users.

Figure 38: North facade of Roby Hall circa 1910 (Liverpool Archives)
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Asset’s current importance and future potential
Roby Hall’s former location is still an important element in interpreting the park as this position was the 
focus of the English Landscape design, both in terms of arrival and to be a place to view the surrounding 
land.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
Historic Restoration Proposals of this park must give significant reference to the views from and to the 
Hall’s former position to give any meaning to the site.

Figure 39: South facade of Roby Hall circa 1910 with ha-ha in foreground (Liverpool Archives)



66

Bowring Park Restoration Project . Historic Landscape Assessment 

Former Roby Old Hall, Medieval Estate House  ( 2  Appendix 1)  ( 8  Appendix 2)

Asset description
The only building known on the estate to have originated from the medieval period. Although it started 
as the Manor house on the Estate, its importance reduced when the new Hall was built in the latter 
part of the 18th century, probably finding its role in housing estate workers. 

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The Old Hall survived until the later part of the 20th century, when it was demolished, the reason for 
which is unknown.  

Current use in this location
The site of this property remains undeveloped within the wooded area, of Bowring Park. Its importance 
lies in its role which the building has played when the estate was privately run.  

Asset’s current importance and future potential
The importance of the Old Hall in the historic landscape is largely confined to its physical presence, 
which was minimised in the 18th Century developments due to being screened off.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
An interpretive feature highlighting its location should be sufficient in acknowledging the role this 
property played in the estate. 
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Gatehouse Lodges   ( 3  Appendix 1)

Asset description
These two buildings were built in the late-19th Century estate developments.  They would have provided 
an enhanced feature when arriving and departing the Estate, so would have added to the sense of 
arrival.  However, their relative historic importance on the landscape is limited as they were a late 19th 
Century addition to the private estate and so only played a limited role on the estate.

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
Both Gatehouse Lodges were demolished in the later part of the 20th Century, for reasons unknown, 
although the Eastern Lodge’s demise (Figure 9) may have been associated with the motorway 
construction.  The Western Gatehouse (Figure 40) is known to have survived longer and was demolished 
after these major highway alterations were completed.  

Current use in this location
The Eastern Gatehouse location is on the edge of the late 20th Century Roby Road realignment.  The 
Western Gateway is located to the grass verge of the extended Piltch Lane East, which connects to the 
realigned Roby Road.

Asset’s current importance and future potential
Both Gateway Lodges, in their built form, enhanced the sense of arrival and the importance of the 
Estate.  However, with both of them demolished, their impact on the Historic Landscape is limited.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
An interpretive feature highlighting the Gateway lodge locations, may well help to provide a better 
understanding of the approach to the Estate.

Figure 40: Western Gatehouse Lodge, formally called Liverpool Lodge, View from crescent drive, just inside the entrance 
looking northwest towards Roby Road (ARK, Ref: HU508)
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Existing	‘Stable’	Ancillary	Building		( 4  Appendix 1)  ( 20  Appendix 2)

Asset description
This two-storey red brick laid in a Flemish bond building with a hipped roof and with distinctive semi-
circular brick arches and sandstone highlights, appears to be the only building at Bowring Park that is 
contemporary with the construction of Roby Hall in the 18th Century, a point which obviously reinforces 
its significance (Figures 41 to 44). There appear to be relatively modern extensions to the building, 
which has also has the brick laid in the Flemish bond.  There is a clear indication of a possible twin to the 
Stable Building, mirroring it on the eastern side of the Hall, together the two ancillary buildings helped 
frame the Hall and both appear to be contemporary with the Hall’s construction.

Asset’s past usage
This building is known as the ‘Stable Building’ and the tall doorways in the arches suggest it was possible 
to provide this function.  However, this is unlikely due to the relative isolation of the building from the 
other ancillary buildings, in particular the Coach House; the other main remaining building on the site, 
and the lack of any animal husbandry features within the building.  A greater probability of the stable 
location would have been the other rectangular ancillary building, probably built at the same time, on the 
opposite side of the Hall, as identified on earlier mapping.  Consequently, this building may have been 
more domestically focused; providing for the laundry, kitchen, food stores, and even servant quarters.

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The current building houses the Golf shop and office for Mack Trading and toilets for golf and park 
users on the ground floor and space for the Golf Club on the upper floor.  However, the current use of 
the space within the building is very inefficient.  Although there are works required to the building, it is 
still very much a building which can be utilised for the future. Proposals must made provision for Mack 
Trading to carry on operating within the park as they have leased the park and golf course from the 
Council.  The Golf Club’s interest should not be ignored and their requirements considered within the 
proposals, but not at the expense of the overall project objectives.

Asset’s current importance and future potential
This building is of extreme importance as it is the last remaining building of the 18th Century Estate 
Layout.  This property also has features as part of the building fabric, which can be highlighted / restored 
within this project.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
This building needs to provide a central function within the park restoration as it does provide clear links 
to the past and helps to indicate what once graced these grounds.  The current functional use of the 
building is more circumstantial than essential.  This combined with the need for this building to bring a 
renewed focus to the design to enable the English Landscape style to be more clearly interpreted on 
site means that this building provides important opportunities which will aid the success of the proposed 
project. 
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Figure 43: Part of the Stables Western facing elevation; Aug 2013

Figure 44: East facing elevation of The Stables in August 2014

Figure 41: East and south facing elevation of The Stables in August 2013

Figure 42: Stables south facing elevation; Sept 2012
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Former	Ancillary	Building	( 20  Appendix 2)

Asset description 

From the 1829 Estate map till late in the 20th century maps, there is a clear indication of a possible twin 
to the ‘Stable building’, mirroring it on the eastern side of the Hall (Figure 45), together the two ancillary 
buildings helped frame the Hall.  All these factors indicate that this building is contemporary with the 
Hall’s construction. 

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
This building was demolished in the latter part of the 20th Century, for reasons unknown.  However, the 
internal western wall of the Coach House has arched features which correlate to the existing Stable 
Building, this indicates that this wall is part of this ancillary building constructed in the late 18th Century. 
Its loss has created an imbalance in the central focus of the design.

Asset’s current importance and future potential
The location of this building is within the temporary car park area, which also covers the former Hall.  
This ancillary building location still can potentially help with providing the central focus to the Estate 
design, as it gives a counter-balance to the existing Stable ancillary building.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
Proposals need to consider how this former building can be interpreted within the future design to help 
provide the framing context of the Hall and balance this building originally gave in the Landscape design.

Figure 45: View from the Dell towards the South facing elevation of ancillary buildings and Club House circa 1960 (Liverpool 
RO) 
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Existing ‘Coach House’  ( 5  Appendix 1)

Asset description
This building is a mixture of building styles of brick, which appear to reflect different periods of 
development (Figures 46 to 48).  The central part of the north elevation comprises two wide doorways 
headed with brick arches with sandstone features that reflect the Stable Building building. Of note is the 
internal western wall’s arched features which correlate to the existing Stable Building, this would indicate 
that this wall is part of the original twin ancillary building constructed in the late 18th Century.  As to the 
date of the rest of the building, it is only in 1851 that maps correlate to the position of this building, so 
the likelihood is that its main construction is from a later period to the Hall.

Asset’s past usage
This property’s the main room is of a large size and animal feeding features are still present within one 
of the smaller rooms on the eastern end of the building. Being located with other ancillary buildings and 
on the side of the road that went behind Roby Old Hall would indicate that its function would be linked 
to transport and roles where discrete tradesmen access was required away from the view of the Hall. 
These features together with the fact that it is commonly known name as ‘Coach House’, would indicate 
the main room’s past use is in storing horse-drawn coaches, with horses housed in the smaller rooms.

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
15 years ago this building was restored by the Friends of Bowring Park, which helped to galvanise 
the group and has resulted in the building having a lot of sentimental value.  However, this Report 
understands the Friends focus is on Bowring Park as a whole and view the “Coach House” as a base 
from which they can retain a presence and ownership ‘in-kind’ of the whole park. Consequently, this 
building can provide an important role in the proposals although the Friend’s interests extend beyond 
this building to the whole park.

Figure 46: North and eastern facing elevation of The Coach House in 
October 2012

Figure 47: North and western facing elevation of The Coach House in 
October 2012



72

Bowring Park Restoration Project . Historic Landscape Assessment 

Asset’s current importance and future potential
Not being a part of the 18th century estate layout gives this building less historic value than the Stable 
Building.  However, the Friends involvement in seeking to preserve and restore the park from this building 
in recent history has raised the property’s value to be as equally significant to the Stable Building.  It is 
sited adjoining the gardens; giving the garden enclosure when combined with the Heated Wall, which 
surrounds the garden on the eastern side. To better enable the park to respond to the needs of the 
future, the project’s required built facilities should be incorporated into both the Stable Building and 
Coach House, with the Coach House’s space used more efficiently and possibly focused on providing 
an important role in the garden’s future.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
This building needs to complement the Stable Building Central function role, as it was never intended 
to be a focal building within the estate.  As with the Stable Building the current use of the building is 
circumstantial, it could be suggested that the close proximity of the formal gardens behind this building 
could provide a good link going forward, but in a way to complement the English Landscape style.

Figure 48: North facing elevation of The Coach House in August 2014
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7.4	 Key	Built	Structures

Garden Wall and Potting Sheds  ( 6  7  Appendix 1)

Asset description  
Made from red and brown brick laid in American bond with a sandstone coping, the heated garden wall 
is a prominent feature on the existing site (Figure 49). A walled garden is marked on an 1829 Estate 
map laid out in traditional quadrants with a pathway breaching the walls at the north, west and south.   

The potting shed is also constructed in red brick laid in variants of American bond (Figure 50). It is 
a lean to structure built against the northern side of the garden wall with doors and windows, some 
of which have been bricked up at the western end.  At the eastern end it is known that a boiler was 
housed, however in early 21st Century this was boiler was stolen and left the structure around it in an 
unsafe condition, it was therefore decided to take the boiler house down for safety reasons. Presently, 
the roof is made of corrugated metal. It is suspected this was a later addition and has little historic 
consequence in its structure. It appears however, to be located on the foundations of the former 
Potting Shed’s which increases its significance.

Asset’s past usage
Walled gardens role was primarily to provide food all year around for the Estate owner’s family, 
servants and maybe workers on the estate. Produce from one acre, with two to three gardeners, was 
expected to provide for twelve people (Campbell). On this calculation Roby Hall’s Walled Garden, was 
originally designed to provide for around nine people, as its size is just over three quarters of an acre. 
However, on the 1851 estate map this provision was not enough, as another half an acre outside the 
walled garden had been turned into food production. 

A third of its area’s typical usage would see tender produce under cover, whether by frames, pits and/
or glasshouses, with trained fruit trees on the walls and hardy plants laid in the quadrants.  Moreover, 
flowers, exotic plants and fruit for the house were also grown (Campbell). The 1829 Estate map’s 
quadrant layout supports Campbell’s general description of a Walled Garden’s role in providing food 
for the Hall’s kitchen.  Further, Campbell notes high-walled kitchen gardens were located so as not to 
obscure the views from the mansion of the landscaped park. 

These gardens also needed well-drained and fertile soil, a plentiful supply of water and sunny aspect, 
if possible sloping southwards and so providing protection from gales, fogs, frost and damp. These are 
all aspects identified at Bowring, with the sloping ground facing south that currently has been levelled 
into a terrace, the adjoining pond, which could not only drain the garden, but also retain water for the 
garden use and the trees surrounding the pond not only framing the view, but also to help shelter and 
screen it. 

The 1851 6inch map appears to indicate a wall set out as a square completely encompassing the 
garden.  This plan shows a garden and orchard area both inside and outside the walled garden, as 
well as other ‘buildings’ or structures’ inside and adjoining the walled garden to the north. It would be 
presumed that these are glasshouses and or cold frames, potting sheds and almost definitely a ‘boiler 
house’ for the heated wall.
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Asset’s fate and associated consequences
On the 1829 Estate map, paths break through the wall to the north, west and south.  Potting sheds 
and glasshouses begin to be present on the 1851 6inch map and the wall is set out as a square 
completely encompassing the garden with no paths through the wall, indicating that between 1829 and 
1851, the walled garden was significantly altered / developed, but to what extent is unknown. Although 
due to the extent of change shown it is entirely feasible and that the walls were completely rebuilt, with 
the north wall (south facing) being installed as a heated wall.  This theory is supported by the fact that 
the walls are of a different bond to the Stable Building. 

Figure 49: South and western facing elevation of the Garden Wall in September 2012

Figure 50: North face of the garden wall and the potting shed in August 2014
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At present, the north and east walls are at least three metres high, with a much lower southern wall 
and a largely absent western wall.  In 1891, the western wall appears to be a curved shape around 
the redeveloped ‘Dell’ / former pond, but is absent on the 1955 plan.  The lower southern wall, may 
be lower for growing purposes, maximising sunlight into the walled garden, this may have been done 
between 1851 and 1891. Alternatively, it could have been reduced to allow views across the park for 
pleasure purposes in the 20th Century.

The changes in and around the walled garden indicate that a lot of attention was focused on this area 
by the estate owners, probably introducing the latest technologies as they arose, to maximise the 
production of this area.  This investment appears to have been more functional rather than aesthetic, 
for the photographs of the glasshouses in the early 1920’s appear to be of a simple timber frame and 
glass construction with a low brick wall to the front and sides rather than some ornate feature.  Later 
as the importance of growing produce on site declined, the walled garden probably was altered to 
have a more pleasure role.  This appears to be the case, particularly after the ownership transferred 
to Liverpool City, with known records showing that in the early 1920’s, early 1950’s and again in the 
1980, there have been restorations of these gardens for pleasure purposes to one degree or another.  

In the 1920’s the focus was as an Old English Garden (Figure 17), in the war years all the land, 
including the gardens were cultivated for food.  However, in the early 1950’s the formal gardens were 
again restored (Figures 18 to 22 and 52 to 53). In the 1980’s Liverpool City withdrew its horticultural 
staff and looked to dispose of the park.  The Friends of Bowring Park formed in 1989 and in 1991, 
with the site in a heavily neglected state, they commissioned an Ecological Survey to be carried out 
by Dr Hilary Ash.  This provided a benchmark for the restoration work that has subsequently been 
done, particularly focusing on the “Formal Garden area” including the Walled Garden, the Dell and the 
Terraced Lawn.  Attempted repairs to the walled gardens were carried out around 5 years ago.

The time and effort Friends of Bowring Park have put into this area is not without significance.  At the 
very least it has given these gardens much needed ownership and helped to preserve what remains 
today, so that the potential of the space can easily be noted (Figure 51).   

Asset’s current importance and future potential
The Walled Garden area has a rich past with a lot of effort and energy committed into renovating and 
preserving this key element of the park. The Walled Garden Area has seen the most change over the 
years, so this project considers that within the framework of the historic features which are of value, 
like the heated walls, the space within can be developed to accommodate whatever role the Project 
team would like to see as a sustainable future.  This could be via the reintroduction of the southward 
slope, taking the main area back into vegetable production for the community or the reintroduction of a 
formal garden approach as laid out in the 1950’s. What is clear is that this site has the potential to be 
the hidden gem in the project, which is how it was intended in the late 18th Century.



76

Bowring Park Restoration Project . Historic Landscape Assessment 

Recommended guidance to inform the project
To remain true to the 18th Century English Landscape style, the Walled Garden area needs to be 
discovered by the visitors, rather than the main focal point.  It is vital that these gardens are developed 
into a sustainable resource, connecting the community to the land and its beauty - possibly training 
others to carry this on into the future. 

Figure 51: Eastern facing view within the Garden Wall in October 2012

Figure 52: Walled Garden area, looking south following 1950’s 
redesign in circa 1960 (FoBP)

Figure 53: In Walled Garden, looking across rose beds and 
paths towards Green houses circa 1960 (Unknown source)
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7.5	 Parkland	and	Associated	Boundaries

Northern	Boundary	Wall	and	the	Entrances	to	the	Carriage	Drive
( 8  9  Appendix 1)  ( 1  2  9  Appendix 2)

Asset description
The northern boundary of the Roby Hall Estate comprised a circa1.8m high wall constructed of dressed 
sandstone blocks with a sandstone coping (Figure 54).  The wall had three entrances; the easternmost 
allowed access to Roby Old Hall (which is now blocked up, Figure 55) and to the western side and 
rear of house and comprised square stone piers set flush with the wall. The piers remain visible at the 
eastern end of the wall, but sandstone blocks now infill the entrance. The two other entrances comprised 
two central and two subsidiary sandstone piers with pedestal and apex cap detail, linked by a semi-
circular wall. The entrances opened on to the crescent carriage drive that formed the main approach to 
Roby Hall.  

Asset’s past usage
This sandstone wall, was designed to hide from view the land and property which lay behind till the last 
possible moment.  This sought to impress the visitor on arrival. It also needs to be noted that behind this 
wall there was a dense belt of trees which helped obscure the views into the park, but also screened 
the wall from those looking from the hall outward, so giving the impression that the road and wall were 
a lot further back. These entrances were further enhanced from this original design, when the Gateway 
lodges were added, which would have further impressed the visitor.

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The wall survives largely intact, with the exception of a section removed during realignment of Roby 
Road through the north of Bowring Park.  Both the western and eastern entrance to the carriage drive 
have elements of the original construction, but both have been modified, although half of the curved 
eastern entrance remains as it was originally laid out (Figure 56).  The central piers of the western 
entrance retain substantial iron gate-hooks. However, with Roby Road now realigned in front of the wall, 
a lot of the original design features are absent.

Figure 54: The boundary wall along Roby Road in February 2015
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Asset’s current importance and future potential
This wall is an important feature of this park and formally reuniting the northern section with the park 
after the division due to the road in the 1970’s is an encouraging sign. This feature is important to the 
locals because this wall is what the community saw and knew of Roby Hall.  The wall was designed 
to impress and this project should seek to maximise this feature as an important element of this park’s 
assets

Recommended guidance to inform the project
The wall needs to be reconnected to the rest of the park in some way as an entrance point into the 
grounds.  However, with roads breaking up vistas of the 18th Century English Landscape styled estate, 
the proposals need to consider creative ways to reform this link or to provide this sense of journey, 
suspense and arrival.

Figure 55: The blocked off easternmost entrance within the boundary wall in February 2015

Figure 56: The boundary wall and the eastern entrance to the carriage drive in August 2014 
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Northern Approaches to the Hall  ( 16  Appendix 1)  ( 3  Appendix 2)

Asset description
Once through the impressive sandstone northern walled entrance, the lawn, stately trees and the 
carriageway ride are the views which would have dominated the 18th Century visitor to the estate 
(Figures 28 to 30 and 59 to 60).  All of which would have added to the suspense of meeting the owners 
of this impressive estate and the property in which they resided (Figure 57 shows a path through this 
woodland belt, which gives an indication of its scale) .  This area is clearly divided from the parkland to 
the south, so would probably have had small livestock living of it to keep the grass of the “Lawn” short.  

The trees are carefully placed to control the views people would have had, in general the trees would 
have dominated the space with the exception of the expansive view of the parkland to the south, thus 
hiding the Hall and the two ancillary buildings, the northern boundary wall and the Old Hall property 
all with groups of trees.  The Hall in particular from both the west and east entrances is hidden by two 
double row tree avenues, one on each side.  In between these avenues is a central water body, which 
appears to be oval in shape, its centrality suggests this is a man-made feature, created as a focal point 
for those in the house to look out on, with the wooded area providing a backdrop enclosing the view from 
the hall, that is focused on this pond.  

Asset’s past usage
This space changed over time, with the trees being replanted as they died off.  By 1852, the main 
double avenue to the front of the house had been reduced to a single row of spaced out trees and other 
avenues / widely spaced trees are identified across the estate. However, its essential role as an open 
grassed area has remained unchanged to present day.

Figure 57: The woodland behind the northern wall now separated by a road in November 2014
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Asset’s fate and associated consequences
After the loss of the Hall and the eastern ancillary building, the 1970’s construction of the motorway has 
caused the most significant damage to the Park’s 18th Century “English Landscape” design style.  Not 
only did the motorway junction get laid out on the west side of the estate, but Roby Road was realigned, 
punching straight through the northern wall and running straight across the ‘lawn area’, with only a 
subway connecting this northern area to the rest of the park. Furthermore, a central access was created 
from this realigned wall straight up to where the Hall used to be. This spoilt much of the anticipation and 
sense of arrival to the park along Roby Road as all can be seen, with the point of arrival is a lose stone 
topped car park,

Asset’s current importance and future potential
Even in its current condition the lawn area still provides a great setting and impression of the park and 
still has an important role to play.  It is important to minimise the compromising road layout, while also 
seeking to maximise the impact of what remains of the lawn as one of the important elements of this 
park.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
The design principles of the English Landscape need to be used to reinterpret this area’s proposals.  
There is a tension between preserving as much of the park as possible verses reintroducing controlled 
views and vistas. In balancing this up, it needs to be considered whether this project is creating an 
entrance to Bowring Park or to Knowsley itself, which has been highlighted as an aspiration.  Alongside 
these design considerations and reinterpretations the improvement of the current subway link (Figure 
58) of the northern boundary wall to the site must not be forgotten within the wider scope of the Park’s 
restoration.

Figure 58: The subway underneath Roby Road on the western side in November 2014
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Figure 59: View across northern lawn area with view framed by trees from crescent drive north-eastwards towards Roby Road 
(ARK, Ref: HU92-115)

Figure 60: View across northern lawn area with view framed by trees from crescent drive north-west towards Western 
Gatehouse Lodge, from in front of the ‘Stables’ building (Unknown source)
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Parkland Area to the South  ( 10  Appendix 1)  ( 16  Appendix 2)

Asset description
The 18th Century ‘English Landscape’ design probably intended to keep this view true to the medieval 
deer park which came before it.  The grass in this area would have been not as well manicured as the 
lawn area to the north, with the larger livestock, whether this be deer or cattle or horses being kept in this 
area.  As a result the grass would have been a bit cut up from the larger animal’s hooves.  The trees are 
strategically placed, either as small wooded areas to screen aspects and focus sightlines, small clumps 
of trees to puncture expansive view line or as feature trees to help give focal points.  Even with a greater 
number of trees today, the views across this area are expansive, so providing a glimpse of what it would 
have looked like when it was originally laid out.  

Asset’s past usage
In Medieval period the best indication was this whole area was a deer park, and in all probability this 
would have been retained in this area, with the trees arranged strategically.  The mid-19th Century maps 
show the trees were laid out in a more formalised way with trees set out on a radius from the house or 
in spaced out avenue forms. In 1920’s the Parkland was remodelled to incorporate a 9-hole golf course 
(Figure 62). Figures 1 and 16 provide an indication of the golf course’s impact on the landscape prior 
to 1970.

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The motorway built in the 1970’s impacted the parkland area, turned golf course, with its junction and the 
re-routed access roads.  It would appear that, this re-utilisation of the parkland for contemporary use had 
some minor impacts, in the re-modelling of the landform and the planting of trees (Figures 61 and 63), 
much of which has only been carried out within the last 15 years. Although, this report considers that the 
integrity of the English Landscape style parkland has been persevered because of this. 

Asset’s current importance and future potential
The golf course provides an important role on the parkland, but this is not its exclusive use and there is 
open access to non-golfers / park users over the site.  There is a lot of potential to bring the expansive 
views back into the site and to fit this around the golf course layout, with little detriment to the golf 
course.  The roughs on the edges of the fairways will also help with the parkland effect.  All this will help 

Figure 61: View from upper terrace with planting limiting the views over the golf course in January 2015
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to provide a coherent understanding to the ‘English Landscape’ design concept.  It is important to note 
the motorway’s impact through the site is reduced, because for much of the length it is lower than the 
surrounding parkland.  This together with the tree planting help reduce of impact of the ball stop fencing 
on these views needs to be considered.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
It is advised that the margins of this golf course area are managed to recreate the 18th Century English 
Landscape style, setting. Where significant trees can be made more prominent, the poor / weak 
specimens removed and new trees planted in strategic locations, both to enhance the landscape and 
screen negative views. 

Figure 62: View across parkland / golf course with view framed by trees from crescent drive north-eastwards towards Roby 
Road (ARK, Ref: HUdig07.39)

Figure 63: Significant trees still hidden within planting on the golf course in October 2014
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Ha-Ha  ( 11  Appendix 1)  ( 11  Appendix 2)

Asset description
The section of the Ha-Ha in front of the garden terrace is built of faced sandstone blocks with a stone 
coping (Figure 64).  Further to the east it is built of red brick with a stone coping (Figure 65). The maps 
pre 20th Century all show what appears to be the Ha-Ha wrapping around the trees to the west of 
the hall and then continuing in front of the Terraced Lawn and then heading in a straight line past the 
southern side of the walled garden to the boundary.

Asset’s past usage
The Ha-Ha is an important hidden feature of the English Landscape style, as it separates livestock 
from the garden area at the rear of the house without interrupting the view with some kind of barrier.  
As a feature it is typically a wall of say 1.5m high, which on the house’s side has the ground covering it 
completely, while on the park’s side has a ditch and the full face of the wall is exposed, thus forming a 
hidden barrier.  

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The Ha-Ha wall survives largely intact.  However, parts have been demolished to access to the golf 
course, next to the existing Terraced Lawn, westward (Figure 66). This reduces the Terraced Lawn by a 
third, cutting off the lawn’s direct link to the Stable Building.  The inclined ditch to the south of the wall is 
infilled in front of the terrace and partly infilled further to the east.  A privet hedge, modern fencing and 
overgrown vegetation now obstruct southern views along the complete length of the Ha-Ha. Additionally, 
three significant trees are growing on top of the Ha-Ha, which limit / focus views that are not a part of 
the original design.

Figure 64: The Ha-Ha wall south of the garden terrace, western end has been built with sandstone and has had the ditch fill in 
and the hedge planted on top, which is different to the brick and sandstone detail used further eastwards in August 2014
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Asset’s current importance and future potential
The Ha-Ha is not functioning as intended and is largely hidden and ignored as a feature.  However, with 
much of the materials still there, the opportunity to restore the feature is possible.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
The Ha-Ha needs to have the hedge, modern fencing, overgrown vegetation removed and the ditch 
cleared to restore this 18th Century feature. The decision needs to be made how much of the Ha-Ha 
is restored.  This report considers there is greater importance historically to reform the Ha-Ha on the 
western side than the long length beyond the walled gardens to the east, because this will unite the 
“Stable” block with the Terraced Lawn, with the Golf Course access needs to be jointly considered.  
Moreover the three mature trees (two swamp cypress and a beech tree) on top of the Ha-Ha, ideally 
should not be in that location as they block much of the expansive view.  However, with the limited view 
due to the motorway and its vegetative screening, from this viewpoint and these trees being over 100 
years old, it is considered that they are too significant to be removed before they die. Consequently, 
this report recommends their retention, crown lifting / lightening to maximise potential views, with the 
eventual aim of them not being replaced when they die. 

Figure 65: The Ha-Ha wall where there is greater exposure 
of the wall, which is a brick wall and sandstone coping 
construction in August 2014

Figure 66: The Ha-Ha wall where it has been broken through 
for access to the golf course in May 2015
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Terraced Lawn  ( 12  Appendix 1)  ( 12  Appendix 2)

Asset description
In the English Landscape design, the Terraced Lawn (Figure 67) was the foreground of the view beyond. 
It was a well maintained grassed area which links from the terrace steps of the Hall (Figure 68) to the 
ha-ha (Figures 64 to 67).  Trees framed either side, which created an outward funnel effect to gaze upon 
the view. 

Asset’s past usage
The purpose of the rear lawn area was not to draw attention to itself, but to provide a stepping-stone 
to the framed view beyond.  Tree belts to the side focused views from this vantage point; hiding the 
westward division between the front lawn and the parkland and the walled garden eastward, which were 
both the functional elements of running the estate.  However, within this belt of trees they also located a 
pond, which was probably naturalised to blend in with the surrounding park.   

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The Terraced Lawn survives and has on occasions served as an events space and a putting green for 
the golf course.  The access path to the golf course splits the space, on the western side good tree belts 
remain, but on the eastern side a significant yew hedge is present where the tree belt once stood.  It 
must be noted that this lawned area surrounded by the terrace with the stone steps, trees and hedging 
creates a memorable space, but it is not true to the 1829 layout.

Figure 67: View across the formal Terraced Lawn towards the beech and one of the cypress trees in January 2015
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Asset’s current importance and future potential
The Terraced Lawn’s restoration in character is vital to be able to restore the original ‘English Landscape’ 
style as it needs to fulfil its role to provide the stepping-stone of the frame to the view beyond. Although, 
there will be points of compromise, like the three trees along the ha-ha and the motorway and its 
vegetative screen limiting the original expansive view.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
In addition to what has mentioned above with regard to the Ha-ha, the Terraced Lawn needs restoring 
to its fullest extent to maximise the opportunities this space can provide.  Typically, this lawn area is 
deprived of features, to maximise the celebration of the view. However, the three mature trees provide 
so much of a positive contribution, they really should be retained for as long as possible together with 
the yew hedge, which provides a good screen, framing the lawn area on the eastern side, especially if 
strengthened by tree planting beyond.  However, a strong access link to the Golf Course needs to be 
provided as part of these alterations.

Figure 68: Steps from the terrace down onto the Terraced Lawn, presumed original in October 2012
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Rear Pond or the “Dell”  ( 8  Appendix 1)  ( 14  Appendix 2)

Asset description
A rear pond is present near the walled garden and the hall in maps up to 1851 (Appendix 5 Figure 55).  
This pond was replaced by what appears to be the “Dell” feature in the 1891 map (Appendix 5 Figure 
56); a circular embankment with a lower grassed focal area, with embankments covered by plants 
(Figure 69 to 71).  Presently there is a low stone wall around the foot of the embankment and stone 
steps leading down to it, which connect to paths encircling the feature both at the top and foot of the 
embankment. 

Asset’s past usage
As highlighted earlier, the pond in the late 18th Century to mid-19th century probably served several 
functions. These were to help drain the walled garden area to increase productivity, to be a water source 
for garden use and well as contributing to the naturalistic impression of the ‘English Landscape’ style 
portrayed. The pond was also surrounded by trees, these trees not only helped to frame the view from 
the house, but also screened the walled garden from the hall and provided shelter for the garden from 
the westerly winds, so increasing the potential for temperate conditions of this area.

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
Drainage of the pond in the second half of the Victorian era, between 1851 and 1891, created the ‘Dell’; 
a curiosity garden, perhaps with plants from other parts of the world to impress visitors. This must have 
been associated with a variety of improvements including piped water supply. The ‘Dell’ shape and 
structural features have been retained, through garden restoration attempts in 1921, early 1950’s and 
the 1990’s.  Records of what elements were restored in these activities have not been found. Although 
photographs give an indication of that it was like in the 1950’s and show FoBP undertaking wall works 
on the Dell in the 1990’s.

Figure 69: ‘The Dell’ garden area in January 2015
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Asset’s current importance and future potential
FoBP have focused a lot of their energies on this area 
of the last 25 years, so has a good deal of recent social 
significance.  The asset as it stands currently has structural 
stone elements, which help give the space a formality. 
The original Victorian design layout for the Dell just had an 
open central lawn with this space with trees surrounding 
the top of the embankment. However, an evergreen 
conifer, Sequoiadendron giganteum (Wellingtonia) - 
dominates this space and its impact will only increase as 
it matures if left, although fire damage is present in its 
base, but with no signs of progressive decay. The project 
consequently needs to consider whether the tree should 
be removed or redesign this area around it.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
The ‘Dell’ provides a real opportunity for showing how the gardens have developed over time, so there 
is potential to restore the ‘Dell’ to a ‘Victoriana show garden’, where ornamental horticultural expertise 
can be focused.  This will provide a distinctive third garden space as always originally intended; helping 
to separate the open ‘English Landscape’ design from the intensive productive space of the Walled 
Garden.  The hedge on the western side also helps with this separation.  It would also be recommended 
that the ‘Dell’ area is planted with trees; the 1891 plan shows a circular layout of trees and it would 
be good to reintroduce this. The size and current condition of the Sequoiadendron giganteum does 
introduce a dilemma as to whether it should be retained as the focal point. Yet, on balance the tree 
was not originally designed to be there and it will continue to dominate the space too much, so it is 
recommended to remove it, as this is the opportunity to restore the Victorian layout.

Figure 71: ‘The Dell’ garden steps in October 2012

Figure 70: ‘The Dell’ garden area highlighting one of two sets of steps in September 2012
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Boundary	Lane	Along	the	Eastern	Boundary		( 14  Appendix 1)

Asset description
Carr Lane is located along the eastern boundary, this starts as a road (Figure 74) and then reduces in 
scope to a dirt path and presently leads to Rabbit Wood and the Carr Lane footpath over the motorway.  
There are indications of this being a crushed stone path probably constructed at the time of the motorway 
but has since deteriorated to a poor state of repair and overgrown through lack of maintenance (Figure 
72). 

Asset’s past usage
This track appears to have been a well-used route back into the medieval period at least. The location 
appears to have been to enable residents of Roby to access ‘Roby Carrs’ or Roby’s common land to the 
south. From map evidence there are two areas used as a localised small-scale sandstone quarry east 
of Roby Hall, perhaps for use on Derby Lodge.  

Presently, a high brick wall is located along the lane on the adjoining property to the east, which appears 
to be the same brick type as the Stable Building (Figure 73). There is no indication from the maps to 
justify why this significant feature wall was constructed. One explanation maybe that the brick was 
recycled when Roby Hall was demolished in the 1950’s. On the western side are a series of mounds 
going up the embankment, again no indication or information is available as to why these are here, so 
they may have been constructed as a boundary / barrier to the golf course.

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The route still remains, although modified due to the motorway altering its original route and so the 
motorway is crossed via the footbridge. The lack of maintenance hampers access, although it is still 
accessible.  Work is required to upgrade the path access.

Figure 72: Carr Lane in October 2013
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Asset’s current importance and future potential
Carr Lane in its totality has decreased in importance, but it still is a public Right of Way.  However, this 
path is a significant part of Roby’s heritage and there is little reason why it cannot be re-instated.  

Recommended guidance to inform the project
Carr Lane borders the site and is an important link to the centre of Roby.  The lane as an important route 
creating a circular path around the park and the historic core of Roby.  Consequently, this lane should 
be restored to a suitable all weather path for public use.

Figure 73: The boundary wall on the eastern side of Carr Lane, on the Roby Estate in October 2013

Figure 74: Carr Lane leading to Roby Village centre in October 2013
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Boundary	Lane	Along	the	Southern	Boundary		( 15  Appendix 1)  ( 17  Appendix 2)

Asset description
The southern boundary of the 1829 Estate Map is actually a lane, which connects to Carr Lane at 
its eastern point.  Towards the west this lane appears to fade into a boundary line. Below this line is 
believed to be Roby Carr or the former common land.  The enclosure of Roby Carrs occurred in 1629. 

  

Asset’s past usage
This track appears to have been either Carr Lane itself or a spur from this well-used route and there 
is evidence as far back as the medieval period at least.  The reason for the lane’s location appears to 
have been for the residents of Roby to access ‘Roby Carrs’ or Roby’s common land, which started on 
the southern side of this lane and extended southwards.  The lane would probably have ran along the 
boundary of the Deer Park as this would have been the driest route to access the common land.   

The land in this region seems to suffer from poor drainage, probably due to the glacial deposits laid down 
over the sandstone bedrock as the last glacier receded.  Water does tend to get away, but very slowly as 
it is held for regularly long periods of time by the till.  Below this is the porous sandstone bedrock which 
is an aquifer.  The water table can be quite high at times, which can cause localised flooding.  

In this area, slightly higher land is at a premium because it is drier for more of the year and therefore 
more productive.  Roby, appears to have been positioned in its location because land is slightly higher, 
so people and their possessions can be kept drier. It is also the intersection of two routes.  

Locating the medieval Deer Park on a similar level has the same logic, because the Lord would have 
first pick of the best land, which included their own pleasure purposes, leaving the commoners with the 
least productive land to live off.  This would also be why the common land is set a little distance from 
the village.  However, following the enclosure of common land at the time, much of it was subsequently 
brought into arable use via improvements to the land through drainage and marling.

Figure 75: The tree lined avenue along original southern boundary of Roby Estate looking east, south of the motorway Nov 2014
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Asset’s fate and associated consequences
On the 1829 Estate Map, the southern boundary has a few scattered trees and woodland clumps 
highlighted but with one field enclosure on Roby Carrs to the south next to the pond on the west side.  
On the 1849 map this former open common land is shown enclosed with field boundaries.  The lack of 
field boundaries south of the estate on the 1829 Estate map would probably be because this land, which 
was owned by the Earl of Derby, was still not enclosed.  This would probably indicate that the land had 
some drainage laid and the land was brought into greater productivity between 1829 and 1849.

  

By the 1851 map there is a definite row of trees either side of the lane (Figure 75). This layout remained 
like this till the 1970’s when the motorway was built through it (Figure 76)  Then in the 1980’s, part of 
the former ‘Roby Carrs’ land was then acquired and incorporated into the golf course, extending the 
golf course to 18 holes. The known ongoing drainage issues, where the golf course tends to become 
saturated with water quickly, can be seen going back through history and as a consequence will not be 
quickly resolved.

Asset’s current importance and future potential
The use of Roby Carrs as the golf course is fairly poetic, as its origin was for use for the common 
person and this land is accessible today also for the common person for their recreation, whether this 
be through playing golf or walking.  This idea is further strengthened through Mack Golf’s open boundary 
policy which allows the public access enabling then to walk the site, even when not playing golf. 

Recommended guidance to inform the project
Mack Golf’s open boundary policy should be commended and any opportunity to enable the golf on this 
site to make a success should be supported, as this is one of the main reasons why this park retains 
much of its ‘English Landscape’ character.

Figure 76: The tree lined avenue along the original southern boundary of the Roby Estate looking west positioned north of the 
motorway in November 2014
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Tree Lined Avenue of the Crescent Carriage Drive  ( 16  Appendix 2)

Asset description
Mature trees line the existing path creating a positive impact on the park’s lawn, which follows the original 
Crescent carriage drive to and from the Hall.  Several species make up the avenue including: Aesculus 
hippocastanum (horse chestnut), Platanus × acerifolia (London Plane), Tilia x europaea (Common Lime), 
Acer pseudoplatanus (Sycamore), Acer platanoides (Norway maple), Fraxinus excelsior (Common Ash). 

Asset’s past usage
From analysing the historic maps there are trees present along this avenue on the south-eastern side 
of the crescent in 1851.  There are a few more trees identified in clumps on the 1891 map particularly 
on the western side.  However, it is not till 1955 map that the avenue layout which can be identified 
at the present can be seen (Figure 77). Consequently, it is assumed that the majority of these trees 
are younger than they appear and they are not a part of the original 18th Century ‘English Landscape’ 
designed layout. 

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The trees have been part of the modifications on the park since it was laid out in the 18th Century.  The 
mature trees therefore add to the history of the park and should be celebrated as such.

Asset’s current importance and future potential
The mature trees play an important role with the landscape and character of the park at present, which 
although different than originally intended, are not at odds with the original design.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
The mature trees give the park maturity and help to define its character. So even though they are not as 
the original 18th Century layout, they need be retained and celebrated as they mature further.  However, 
some of the younger trees are in a poor condition, especially near where the hall was located, they need 
to be removed to enable the form of the Georgian ‘English Landscape’ style to be strengthened.

Figure 77: The tree lined Crescent shaped path along original Crescent carriage drive on the Park’s ‘Lawn’, eastward in Nov 2014
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Municipal Golf Course  ( 10  17  Appendix 1)

Asset description
It is significant to note that Bowring Park is one of first Municipal Golf Courses in the country, opening 
in 1913.  Although it was not until the 1980’s that the golf course become 18 holes, which was done as 
compensation for the loss of land when the motorway was built across it (Figure 78).  

Asset’s past usage
5 years after the estate was offered to the City of Liverpool for the recreation and enjoyment of the 
people the parkland was remodelled to accommodate a 9-hole golf course, the current northern half. It 
is unclear as to how much time it took to alter the grounds and what extent landscape was changed to 
make the golf course, although typically the tees and greens see the greatest changes. 

The golf course did have periods of inactivity; for food production during the war period and then when 
the motorway was built across it in the mid 1970’s. Although, following the installation of the motorway 
in the early 1980’s, the boundary of the golf course was extended south onto the land that was part of 
the Lord Derby’s Estate, which is considered to be Roby Carr before being acquired, enabling the site 
to became an 18-hole golf course.   

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The site is still retained and used as a golf course and is operated under the lease of Mack Trading 
Ltd.  However, FoBP highlight the fact that when the former part of Roby Carrs became part of the golf 
course in the 1980’s the drainage issues on the site were not properly sorted out.  As a result, it is known 
that the southern half of the golf course tends to become saturated with water quickly in wetter periods.  
Although this problem can be seen going back through history, so will not be a problem quickly resolved.

Figure 78: View east up the fairway of the first hole on the former parkland in October 2102 (Mack Golf)
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Asset’s current importance and future potential
The use of the parkland for the golf course has saved the ‘English Landscape’ from being lost, even 
though there were some ground remodelling during course construction.  Thus, the importance of the 
golf course should not be underestimated.  It is encouraging to see the golf clubs open boundary policy 
enabling Roby Carrs to be used in the way that it is, and that it still allows the common person to use the 
land for their recreation, whether this be through playing golf or walking.  

Recommended guidance to inform the project
One of the main reasons why this park retains much of its ‘English Landscape’ character is because it 
is used as a golf course.  Consequently, any opportunity to enhance and improve the golfing experience 
should be encouraged and supported.  This should be undertaken along with the historic rejuvenation 
of the park as a key priority. 
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Allotment Area(s)  ( 18  Appendix 1)

Asset description
Allotment is overseen by Knowsley Council and utilised by members of the public on yearly rental basis 
to grow produce and is treated as separate entity to the park.

Asset’s past usage
The allotments were created on the edge of the estate, to enable local people to grow their own produce 
from the land. This continued the role the estate’s land had in providing food for the estate’s family.  

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
In the north-western corner of the park allotments were created in 1910. During the Second World War 
years much of the rest of the park was ploughed up and used to grow food, before returning back to use 
as a park. However, the original allotments were relocated to their current position on the south-western 
side of Roby Estate, when the motorway was built in the 1970’s. 

Asset’s current importance and future potential
The growing of food for personal use is a tradition which extends back to when the estate was laid out 
in the 18th century.  It is positive to see this demand from the estate’s land continuing into the present 
was turned into the park carry this tradition on. This project still sees this as an important aspect of the 
park going forward.

Recommended guidance to inform the project
This project considers that there is a great opportunity to bring the walled garden back into food 
production, possibly involving the community, which will increase the community involvement within the 
heart of the gardens.  However, if the walled garden is to be used for growing food, then this activity 
needs to be under a controlling body to ensure that it is managed effectively, so that all who visit the 
park benefit.
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Play Area  ( 22  Appendix 1)

Asset description
The natural play area was created in 2011 as part of the Play builder pathfinder project (Figure 79). It 
was located in its current position as it was designed around the fallen willow tree – a key living play 
feature. The design incorporates ditches, because of the extent of water being held within the surface 
for large periods of the year.

Asset’s past usage
The play area is located within the lawn area of the 18th century park and so there is no known other 
use of this site other than this aesthetic role unless the medieval deer park extended to the Roby Road 
prior to 1760.

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The play area continues to be used, but the extent of the drainage issues curtails the development of 
further play equipment in this location.  Not only do users have to cross the often sodden grass area 
to reach the play equipment, but at times lying water is located only feet away from the ditches, which 
shows how well the glacial silt holds the water.  This does raise the question if this is the best location 
for the play area. 

Asset’s current importance and future potential
As a present day green space resource the play area provides an important local facility.  If there was 
scope to develop the play area further it would be of benefit to the park and the wider community. 
Although drainage issues would need to be addressed. 

Recommended guidance to inform the project
In terms of restoring the ‘English Landscape’ style to the park, the current location of the play area is not 
ideal and this is exacerbated by the poor drainage.  It may be prudent therefore to locate the play area 
in a more discreet area of the park, perhaps under the mature trees which frame the lawn area. 

Figure 79: View west across the lawn area to the play area in September 2012
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Car Park  ( 1  Appendix 1)

Asset description
On the site of Roby Hall is an informal car park, whose surface is largely made up of crushed stone, with 
a small area of it being bitumen macadam surfacing (Figure 80).  

Asset’s past usage
With the demolition of Roby Hall in the 1950’s, the rear area became an informal car park, while a 
smaller prefabricated building was located at the front and acted as the golf club house.  The club house 
was then subsequently demolished and the whole area was made into an informal car park and the golf 
club activities moved into the Stable Building. The increase in parking provision over the years reflects 
the increase in privately owned cars and the demise of public transport use, like the Liverpool tram 
system which had its last stop at Bowring Park until 1957. 

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
The car park location appears to be out of convenience for golf users and because the demolition area 
was not treated with a finished surface. Locating the cars on the part of the site that should be the focal 
point of the park destroys any sense of arrival or destination, so leaves a strong negative impression on 
the park.  

Asset’s current importance and future potential
Car parking within a park in most cases, is a present day necessity, if it is to function well and attract visitors 
from further away.  The car park needs to have the capacity, proximity and flexibility to accommodate 
the needs of the park and golf course.  This should be balanced between the needs of the site and 
the car park location to achieve the correct solution between the Park’s Heritage value and visitor’s 
requirements.  

Recommended guidance to inform the 
project
It is recommended the car park is located 
away from the position of the hall, as it 
severely compromises the historical layout 
of the park. There is a realisation that the 
new location needs to be realistic to be 
usable and not detrimental to the viability of 
the golf course and to be secure enough to 
promote confidence in the park users.  The 
best solution does appear to be on the rough 
area of land next to the walled garden and 
the current maintenance area.

Figure 80: View east across the car park from the ‘Stables’ block 
to the ‘Coach House’ in October 2012
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Maintenance Area  ( 21  Appendix 1)

Asset description
The golf course maintenance area is located east of the walled garden (Figure 81).  This triangular area 
is in a poor condition, as the ground is a hardcore surface, with a wasteland area rising up on its eastern 
side.  Several steel containers are placed in this area, which house various golf maintenance equipment.  

Asset’s past usage
The estate map from 1829 shows a north-south path leading from the side access from Roby Road 
down to the parkland.  This may have been the collection or release point for the livestock into the 
parkland, however, there are no other features which support this idea.  On the map from 1851, the 
area between this access path and the walled garden is clearly shown as being cultivated as part of the 
garden and included trees, presumably fruiting varieties.  This access route continues on all maps up to 
2002, when it disappears.  

Asset’s fate and associated consequences
A golf course needs maintaining and a compound is required to store the equipment. As this area is 
relatively out of sight, it appears to be a logical location and is why it has continued to perform this role.  
Over time it has become an increasingly neglected space, where it is perceived the public don’t go even 
though there is a clear access point to the golf course at the space’s southern end.  

Asset’s current importance and future potential
Maintenance of the golf course and other associated horticulture works requires adequate work space.  
This area is used inefficiently and needs a re-design, even if located in the same area.  It is understood 
that Mack Golf are intending to redevelop the maintenance area and may well relocate if required, 
although this location does appear to be the best position.  

Recommended guidance to inform the project
The maintenance area must be considered within the context of the project as a whole. A key consideration 
is to ensure the area has minimal impact on the park, whilst still maintaining adequate functionality.

Figure 81: View south across the maintenance area east of the Walled Garden in June 2015



The Beech tree in winter located on the Ha-Ha on the Georgian terrace lawn
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8 Recommendations

8.1 Guiding Principles 

From a historical landscape perspective the ‘English Landscape’ styled layout of the 1829 Estate map 
has defined the character of the park and the underlying influence for over 200 years. This influence 
can be demonstrated when analysing the cartographic evidence in Appendix 5, and as such later maps 
can been used to pick out exact detail of how elements were laid out. For it is only in the 1970’s with 
the motorway construction and its associated works that this design was significantly compromised. 
Consequently, this report strongly recommends all proposals for this park are guided by the ‘English 
Landscape’ design principles and in so doing should:

Firstly, look to preserve any elements remaining to this landscape. Secondly, reintroduce where possible 
any elements back into the site. Thirdly, any proposed design should be sympathetic to and strengthen 
the English Landscape style, so if key elements of the original design are unable to be reintroduced, 
then the design needs to reinterpret the fundamental principles of this design style, which are to:

• Conceal the destination points to the last possible moment.

• Create a main destination point which is a highlight feature.

• Provide expansive naturalistic views at destination points.

• Frame views through naturalistic elements using natural features (tree groups, avenues and 
feature trees, water bodies, landform and dense shrub planting) or occasional stone / brick 
structures.

• Use stone and brick features to support the natural landscape, like a ha-ha. 

• Provide key focal features in the landscape.

8.2 Design Considerations in Implementing Proposals

Approaches, including railings and current boundary edge to the highway
The whole concept of the approach is to conceal to the last moment. Presently, the whole lawn area 
is exposed to views across it from the current road layout. The recommendation is to restrict views 
into the park, particularly at the main entrance point, possibly through low earth mounding and/or tree 
planting.

Northern section of the park including the northern wall and mature trees
The motorway construction and its associated works have separated the northern area from the rest 
of the park.  This section is rich with history and still helps to provide form and context to the rest of 
the park. Subsequently, it is recommended this area is more formally reconnected to the wider park.  
For example, the safest connection link avoiding the traffic from this northern part is through the 
subway.  However, the sightlines are limited, so providing a straight route through the subway will help 
strengthen this link.
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Access into the park including the driveway
The motorway construction and its associated works created an unremarkable entrance with a central 
drive leading directly to the main building, which is a complete antithesis of the English Landscape 
design as laid out in the late 18th century.  However, there is no scope to return the parkland or lawn 
area to what was and the project scope of relocating the main vehicular access to one of the original 
three places has been ruled out by the Council’s Highways Team because of their close proximity to 
new junctions. 

With the current vehicular access point needing to be retained, it is recommended to reinstate gateway 
features where possible, particularly the curved wall on the eastern entrance to mirror the original 
existing entrance feature. Further, although more recent entrances are not a part of the original 
layout, they are how users will continue to enter the park. Consequently, they need to be highlighted, 
drawing the passer-by into the site by inspiring the visitor. New entrance details need to balance 
complementing the original style and yet not creating a false impression that it is part of the original 
fabric.  

The present drive needs to be diverted from its current alignment and curved eastwards to meet up 
with the original layout.  The land surrounding this drive could be raised to lessen the drive’s visual 
impact, with a ditch located alongside to assist in draining, considering the slow water percolation 
issues on site.

Destination within the park
The Hall’s centrality in the English Landscape style is a key feature, as it intended to be the focus, 
both in terms of being viewed and viewing from it.  So raising up the Hall from the surrounding land 
via terracing at the rear and having a staircase entry to the building are important design features.  
However, the Hall’s demise is a significant blow to the integrity of the original design, which has been 
further impacted by sighting the motorway through the parkland.  The masterplan challenge is to bring 
this ‘destination’ back into the scheme and to enable the views to and from this central area to be 
significant enough to hold the design together. 

The Hall’s footprint is currently being used as a car park, with access from the nearest possible route.  
Consequently it essential that the car parking area is relocated away from this space to reintroduce 
the original design layout of concealment and expansive views in a naturalistic setting.  This will then 
enable the central space to become the destination point as it was originally intended.  

Car park relocation 
The original design had no vehicle parking provision outside of the ancillary buildings, but of course is 
now a key component of a modern day attraction.  The present location is deemed inappropriate for 
the historic restoration of the park.  However, there is an area of land to the east of the walled garden 
that is presently rough unmanaged land.  This area seems to have provided a functional role in the 
past, perhaps used for animal husbandry purposes, as it connects to the parkland, but not intrinsic 
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to the original layout.  Consequently, this place seems ideal to locate the car park.  Potential issues 
with sighting the car park here can be mitigated, though permeable surface to minimise drainage 
requirements, using trees to help screen any potential lighting issues from the neighbouring properties, 
gated access and the use of monitored CCTV to help with security issues and provision of nearby golf 
buggies to assist those with mobility issues.

Ancillary buildings were used in the original design to help frame the Hall and also house the 
functional elements of living on the site away from the actual home.  Over time these buildings were 
linked to the Hall via corridors and greenhouses.  This report considers that these Ancillary buildings 
still provide an important function in framing this central space and providing the functional facilities to 
enable this space to thrive.  Consequently, the Stable Building will continue to have an important role 
in framing and facilitating this space, which will be complemented by the Coach House.  Ideally there 
needs to be a garden structure, like a pergola, to help balance the central space for events and use as 
a cafe and alfresco area. 

Where the Hall used to be located it is recommended this become a central events space, where there 
is visitor interpretation for the former buildings in the grounds. Further, the Hall could be highlighted 
through some vertical element, such as marking the hall’s entrance with strong vertical columns. 

Park’s major views
The existing view across the golf course or parkland was one of the early features which prompted 
the initial Heritage Lottery bid.  Its significance has only grown through the research and developed 
understanding.  It is a high probability this landscape is the remains of a medieval deer park and could 
well have been the backdrop from which the Estate designers wanted to offset the new house back in 
1760.  Fortunately the golf course’s layout has retained this open habitat of the deer park by utilising 
these open features. 

However, a few elements impact this asset. The first is the motorway and its associated junction which 
has cut through the park and limited the original parkland views. The associated mitigation measures 
screen the junction through earthworks and planting trees along the motorway edge.  However, even 
with these measures, when wind blows from a southerly direction the noise from the motorway is 
present and in winter vehicles can still be seen on the motorway at some points through the boundary 
vegetation. Original views are further limited by three mature trees; two Swamp Cypress and Beech 
tree on the Ha-Ha.  Consequently, the original view from the house is compromised. 

However, much of the landscape still remains so it is recommended to access additional views across 
the landscape from alternative locations. Moreover, it is important that any amendments retain the 
central space to recreate the foreground of the original view by the restoring of the Ha-Ha and removal 
of the hedge and tidying up of the trees on the Terraced Lawn.  

Across the wider parkland / golf course there has been a significant amount of trees planted, which 
hide the open parkland views, some of which are inappropriate for a parkland setting. Consequently, 
there is need for significant felling of trees to restore the parkland views across the golf course.  
However, this should be balanced by the replanting of trees in strategic locations to frame and direct 
views across the landscape as well as some succession planting where required. 
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The 1829 Estate Map shows the northern lawn focal point from the house is a pond, which was framed 
by two rows of trees on either side, directing the eye towards the pond over the short maintained 
grass.  With the wooded area behind as the back drop. Together, all these trees would have created 
a natural idyllic setting away from any built up areas.  Presently, this view has been largely lost due 
to the direct drive, loss of trees and pond.  However, this report considers that this view can be 
reinterpreted if the drive is redirected, the entrance point is hidden by a mound, trees are replanted 
and a pond feature is provided.

The Dell
This is a Victorian creation, which replaced the hidden but functional pond surrounded by trees next to 
the walled garden. It’s anticipated these developments must have been combined with improvements 
in both the drainage and water supply for the walled garden at that time.  

The Dell was probably a Victorian curiosity garden, as it has a south facing aspect and a sunken form, 
together with being surrounded by a circle of trees.  Which would have created a more temperate 
environment where visitors could come and admire the latest exotic plants arriving in England at the 
time, from across the world. The Dell area provides great potential as a key visitor attraction, helping to 
tell the story of the park’s development over time.  However, to restore the feature as it was originally 
intended the only access into the central space will be via the steps.

The Walled Garden
This is very much the engine room of the estate, where function was the necessary virtue.  Maps from 
1829 to 1894 clearly show this area had the most constant change over that period of time, with the 
increase in orchards and glass houses or cold frames and even the possible reshaping of the garden 
walls significantly increased the produce from the garden. As to demand, it could have been down to 
an increase in the owner’s family or a greater sharing of the produce with the estate workers.  

Consequently, this report sees the Walled Garden as an important produce growing area.  Where the 
engagement with obtaining food from the soil should be seen as a priority, with ongoing maintenance 
and ownership being the key to its success. Subsequently, the secondary role of this space is to 
create a formal pleasure garden and this structure can be provided as an interim while the food 
growing element takes shape.

The maintenance area
Located at the rear, hidden area of the estate, it was not designed to be viewed by the visitor to the 
house.  However, the track linking the parkland to Roby Road, which ran past the old Manor House, 
was probably the tradesman route.  The land to the east of this track does appear to be a smaller 
paddock, probably where the estate workers were able to herd the livestock into from the park, for 
animal husbandry reasons.

It is suggested that this is ideal for a car park area and for the location of maintenance facilities. 
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The Play area relocation
This particular location was chosen because of a fallen willow, which was still alive and considered 
a great play feature. Additional advantages was the good natural surveillance from Roby Road. The 
extent of water logging in this location has been a significant problem and mitigation attempts through 
creating ditches and mounding have had limited success. The play area is not as well used because 
of the water logging issues when accessing the site when wet. Consequently, re-siting the play area 
should be strongly considered, enabling the reforming of the visual elements of the lawn frontage. The 
main downside to this will be the separation of the play space from the fallen Willow, but this does not 
mean that children will be prevented from playing on it.

Carr Lane route
Carr Lane is a very significant route for the commoner, stretching back into history as a route taken to 
access the lower lying Common Land to the south of the deer park, which in all probability would have 
been wetter. The path would have lead from the small settlement of Roby, which itself is set where the 
land is slightly higher and therefore drier.

This route as an important link to the past and should be celebrated as such. It could then be utilised 
as an asset in the experience of the park user. Consequently, the path will need to be opened up and 
the surface reformed, enabling this route to be used within the modern day context and play its part in 
the wider Greenroute network.

The Southern boundary
The identification of the double row of mature trees along the southern boundary edge either side of 
the motorway footbridge, which marked the former lane, was seen as a significant unrealised asset 
prior to the research carried out as part of this assessment. The lane itself connects to Carr Lane 
and must have been a link to the common, which would have been directly south of it prior to it being 
enclosed and drained by the land lord of the day.

This report suggests the lane should be preserved and enhanced. With the visual link under the 
footbridge restored and highlighted to site users. This would be aided by some form of interpretation or 
feature either side of the motorway.

Path network
As highlighted above, there are some historic routes both within and just outside of Bowring Park and 
these can be easily connected together to create a wider network which would aid the use of the park.

This would involve links:

1. East to Carr Lane, which runs along Bowring Park’s boundary. Enabling park users to both 
go north and connect into the historic centre of Roby or travel south where they can cross the 
motorway via Carr Lane footbridge to rural aspects of Knowsley or walk through into Rabbit Wood, 
which is one of the Council’s Community Woodlands. If this route was opened up, it would create 
an ideal green route connecting Court Hey, Childwall and beyond on the western side with South 
Huyton and Huyton Industrial Park to the East.



107

Bowring Park Restoration Project .  Historic Landscape Assessment 

2. South, along the original southern boundary, over the motorway footbridge used for the golf 
course to the historic pond on the western side of the original park, which goes past Bowring Park 
Allotments and along the road to Court Hey and beyond or could easily reopen one of the old links 
into the housing estate to the south. 

3. North, in the northeast corner, where the original boundary still connects with the park, links can 
be easily made along Roby Road into the Historic settlement centre, past Roby Lodge, which 
in turn would connect to Carr Lane and form a circular route. To link the route along the original 
northern boundary, it is strongly desirable for a pedestrian crossing to be installed, before the 
road widens to four lanes. The wall continues both sides of the original western access, with 
some footings of the former western gatehouse still in evidence. At this entrance and at the north-
western corner are links via the historic railway bridges to Page Moss, Swanside and Dovecot to 
the north.

4. The north-western section of the park is linked to the main park by a subway. This subway does 
not have clear views as on the southern side it turns at right angles to follow the highway. This 
report considers the limitation of sightlines as a deterrent to people accessing the main part of the 
park by foot. So the possibility of taking the footpath straight into the park should be considered.

Habitat areas
The ecological survey of Bowring Park (including areas of the golf course to the north and south of the 
M62) was undertaken to assess the sites current biodiversity (Document 16b ix).  The historic pond to 
the south of the M62 is within a designated Knowsley Local Wildlife Site, which covers the whole golf 
course area south of the motorway. This is the only statutory designated site within the original Estate 
boundary.  There are three partially protected amphibians, one fully protected bird and one partially 
protected plant species within the park and golf course.  This ecological survey also indicated that 
breeding birds almost certainly occupy the study area and that roosting bats, water voles and great 
crested newts may be present within the site also.  With regard to Schedule 9 plant species, Japanese 
knotweed was found just to the north of the golf course boundary and at the south eastern corner, 
where the park boundary meets Carr Lane, with a further three species present within the study area.

Even though the amenity grassland predominates the site, which is of low biodiversity value, other 
habitats, including neutral grassland, woodland and ponds do occur within the park and golf course.  It 
is recommended that all areas of semi-improved grassland, mature broad-leaved woodland and areas 
of standing water are retained, especially along the Lawn areas which front onto Roby Road. 

Grassland improvements to the lawn area to the west of the Stable would be ideal for less intensive 
management regimes; avoiding regular close-mowing or fertiliser input.  Opportunities to improve 
poor semi-improved grassland within the park and golf course areas to wildflower meadows exist, by 
introducing locally sourced wildflower seed and the adoption of a meadow management regime.  This 
will allow for greater floral diversity and will also benefit animal species by providing shelter and food 
sources. 
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Individual and woodland trees have a vital role in creating enclosure and structure in the park, by 
blocking and framing views as well guiding the eye to focal features and vistas. Consequently, the tree 
/ woodland management role is vital in developing the project by reinforcing and restoring the English 
Landscape and in adapting this to meet the user requirements for the present. The site is subject to 
a Tree Preservation Order (Order No. 5 - 2013), although initial discussions with Knowsley Council’s 
Arboricultural Officer are favourable to the sort of treatment required and this is captured within the 
Woodland Management Plan Report (Document 14b i).  The vast majority of significant mature tree 
species identified on site are Oak, Beech and Horse Chestnut, with Limes, Sycamores and other 
Maple species to a lesser extent.  It is advisable that these are the species that need to make up the 
majority of plants when considering restocking, as they reflect the original style palate.

Woodland Management is required to diversify the age of the mature tree stock, particularly as the 
parkland is of a similar age with no succession planning incorporated.  Moreover, decision making 
over the last sixty years has been on a pragmatic basis, with no thought to the original scope of the 
Estate’s layout. The trees have been under the same regime, with quick growing tree species, like 
poplars planted to screen and stop golf balls or blocks of trees planted between fairways to access 
funding to achieve arbitrary targets, rather than considering the integrity of the historical landscape. 
Not all has been negative, but it has created a move away from the original design intentions.  
Consequently, the proposed woodland works need to take into consideration the existing quality and 
age of trees as well as reinforcing the historic landscape style balanced with the current needs of the 
golf course.

Woodland enhancement could be achieved by planting more native tree species, maximising the 
length of woodland edge and retention of a proportion of standing dead wood.  It is recommended that 
mature tree planting is retained wherever possible.  The exception being if these trees are affecting 
the integrity of the buildings, function of spaces or the original landscape design.  

Native Species are to be preferred if mature trees require removal due to being diseased, structurally 
unsafe or to restore vistas.  Planting of trees will be as per the original English style layout i.e. 
woodland blocks, small groups, lines and as individual trees. Further, the woodland edge should be 
bordered by rough grassland rather than closely mown turf to aid a greater biodiversity than within 
the individual habitats. It is also noted from the Ecology report that if there is a loss of woodland edge 
this can be compensated by creating glades and tracks within the larger blocks of woodland to further 
improve the habitat for fauna species.

Aquatic habitats can be further developed through restoration undertaken within the park and golf 
course should include the management of existing standing water features and the creation of further 
ponds and associated aquatic species planting.  Existing open water habitats such as drainage 
ditches and ponds should be retained and new pond construction within the area to the north of the 
M62 should be considered.  The drainage ditch at Target Note 16 in Document 16b ix, to the south 
of the M62 should be managed by removing sections of dense emergent vegetation to allow more 
open water and increased suitability for submerged aquatic plants.  The pond at Target Note 17 in 
Document 16b ix, to the south of the M62 should be managed including the removal of trees which 
are currently shading the pond and dredging / removal of sections of dense bulrushes, to create more 
open water and increased light penetration.
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Nanny Goat Park and the associated link with the main park
This park area contains the western extent of the northern boundary wall and associated woodland 
belt behind it and the footprint of the Western lodge.  This section of the park was isolated from the 
main part when the access road was installed through the Estates 1829 ‘Lawn’.  Connections between 
them is by crossing the road at street level or via a Subway, which has poor sightlines.

Nanny Goat Park area needs to be enhanced through the consideration of woodland succession 
planting, wetland meadow creation, path installation, entrance features highlighting the park and 
location of the former Western Lodge.  It is also recommended to improve the links between this area 
and the main park through an improved footpath link.  This potentially will increase off road users into 
the park from Swanside and Page Moss wards.  There is also future potential for a small car park to 
be installed off Court Hey Avenue, which would take pressure off the proposed main car park.

Wider path network
Connection links to Carr Lane, the original southern boundary and Nanny Goat Park form the basis 
of a good off road route network, both into the park and through it to surrounding areas.  This means 
Bowring Park can potentially be a hub for all these routes, enabling Bowring Park to draw in potential 
custom to the services it provides and therefore increases the potential viability of whatever ventures 
are undertaken. 

This wider path network can connect Bowring into Roby’s wider history including the historic village 
centre, Roby Lodge and other trails, which will not only help to inform and educate the visitor but will 
also provide health opportunities through exercise in an attractive setting.

Potential Business opportunities
The potential for businesses to thrive within a rejuvenated landscape infrastructure should not be 
underestimated.  Not only is this site located just off Junction 5 of the M62, but it already has a core 
paid user market in those who come to play Golf.  Further, it is known that even in the present situation 
there are significant amounts of users who walk around the park and chose to spend time in it.  In 
addition to this the Friends of Bowring Park also run a small cafe, which if updated and enhanced has 
the potential to attract more golfers and park users. 

The development of a good off-road network will make Bowring Park an accessible historic 
destination.  Combining this with the positive impact of a potential Heritage Lottery Fund project, will 
draw both local and regional visitors to a park with a rich offer of history, culture, leisure, recreation, 
training and hospitality.  Joint Marketing with other regional attractions like the National Wildflower 
Centre at Court Hey, will only strengthen this further.



The view across the parks’ northern lawn towards the existing vehicular park entrance, looking west 
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Appendix 2 HLA Stylised 1829 Estate Plan
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Humphry Repton, who was seen as Capability Brown’s successor, describing proposed changes to a 
Client of their estate and His reasons why, enabling them to realise an English Landscape design. 

When Humphry Repton was consulted by a Client, he compiled a Red Book, so called because the 
covers were usually red.  It contained a survey of the property in its present state, perhaps a map of 
the proposed changes, a sketch of the site with the changes shown by cut-outs, it this were possible, 
or by another sketch showing what he intended.  They were accompanied by an account of the 
changes he wished to make and why he wished to make them.  

These are extracts from the Red Book for Garnons, in Hertfordshire, dated at Garnons, February 16, 
1791, and at Hare Street by Romford, July 1791.  Bound in leather, it is, of course, brown.

Situation
The delightful bank on which the house is situated, looking towards the south, and commanding the 
most interesting and varied scenery, is such as fully justifies a continuance of the house near the 
present site; and independent from any consideration of convenience in availing ourselves of part 
of the present buildings, and of the walks which are already made in the vicinity of the house; I am 
of opinion, that there is no situation more desirable for the new house, than the ground I marked out 
a few yards forwarder South East of the old house of the old house, allowing a sufficient space for 
convenient yards and offices.  The situation tho’ high is not more exposed than must be unavoidable 
on the banks of so extensive a vale, and in speaking of the plantations I shall observe how far this 
exposure may be remedied and counteracted.

Character
The Character of a place will take its distinguishing marks from the united consideration of its situation 
and the extent of territory surrounding.

Both these at Garnons require a degree of Greatness which neither the house nor the Grounds at 
present indicate.  It is not necessary to build a palace to produce the Character of Greatness, but a 
house which is the seat of Hospitality, and where according to the custom of Herefordshire, not only 
the neighbouring families but even their servants and horses may receive a welcome, must necessary 
form such a mass of building will give an air or Greatness to the general appearance.  I am particularly 
happy in this instance that I act in concert with such acknowledged powers as those of James Wyatt 
Esq. whose sentiments I deliver as well as my own in the following page.

The House
A Situation where the house will always be an object at a great distance to all the Country, illuminated 
by the south sun, and where only on front can ever be seen, being embosomed in wood and 
sheltered by hill above it, should have such an extent of front as may make the buildings not appear 
less considerable than they are.  Custom and Habit makes us expect in Grecian architecture a 
correspondence in the two sides of a building, but in what is generally called the Gothic stile, the same 
strictly corresponding parts; yet there is no instance of a Gothic building with strictly corresponding 
parts; yet there is a harmony preserved in these seemingly discordant parts, which produces with 
skilful management at a certain distance, the effect of a magnificent whole.
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The Approach
It is very essential that the Approach from Hereford should be marked with all the consequence of 
which the place is capable; . . . the Approach which I propose, and have marked upon the map, has 
every advantage to recommend it.  We quit the high road at a sufficient distance; a single Lodge will 
attract notice and point the way.  We here enter the park betwixt two plantation, the depth of which will 
be impossible for the Eye to distinguish, we burst upon the Lawn at a most interesting point of view, 
a very extensive park scene presents itself to the west, and as we proceed the house appears in full 
magnificence, displaying all its length of front, with the accompaniment of the adjacent buildings.

Water
As an object of beauty there can be no room to hesitate about destroying the pond in front of the 
present house, but as an object of convenience it may deserve consideration. . .

There is another place in which I can with more confidence advise that a small piece of water should 
be formed, it will be necessary to raise the road to some height as a causeway over the wet part of 
the meadow, and very little additional experience will form a dam to support a small pool which will 
easily take the shape I have described on the map; so small a piece of water in itself would be very 
inconsiderable in the extensive Park of Garnons, but its affect may be very important especially as I 
am of the opinion that some reach of the river Wye maybe rendered visible from the house with proper 
management, or at least a part of the wet moor may be made to shew an apparent continuation of the 
River.

Garden Walks
The first object of improvement ought to be Convenience; and Beauty should adapt itself to that: from 
this consideration I think a Kitchen Garden cannot be too near a house if it is not seen from it, but as it 
is impossible at Garnons to have the Garden contiguous to the dwelling, it is necessary that it should 
be as near as the situation will permit, and that the most pleasing and easy line of communication be 
made from the house to the garden: . . . The House stands on a terrace a few feet above the level of 
the road, and along this terrace a walk leads to the Garden over the gate way by which carriages go 
from the house to the Stable Court: the idea is in some degree new, its effect will be very picturesque, 
as well as convenient; and the boldness of the Ground with the romantic scenery, justifies the 
singularity of the expedient.

Of Deceptions
It may perhaps be objected that such a deception as that which I have hinted is beneath the dignity 
of a place like Garnons. But it is the business of Taste to deceive, if so hard and appellation deserves 
to be given to all those efforts, by which Art endeavours to conceal her won works, and make them 
appear the products of Nature only.

Every attempt to improve may be called a deception, we plant a hill to make it appear higher that it 
is, we open the banks of a natural river to make it appear wider, we sink a fence betwixt one Lawn 
and another to give imaginary extent, without the necessary confinement and every piece of artificial 
water, whether it take the shape of a Lake, a river, or a pool, must be a deception or it will fail of being 
agreeable.
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Such a pool as I have recommended, small as it is, will give variety to the drive which I suppose to 
pass along its bank, and from the high road it will appear more important than it really is: if to these 
advantages can be added, that from the house its glittering appearance will occasionally induce the 
stranger to suppose he sees a reach of the Wye, which he knows must flow at no great distance, the 
deception is surely very allowable.

The Park
There being no other word by which to distinguish that portion of Lawn and Wood which surrounds a 
house, I generally use the word Park whether it be enclosed by a pale or not, and whether it support 
Sheep Deer or Grazing Cattle.  A Greatness of Character is necessary to be preserved in the Park 
as well as in the buildings of Garnons, but this is not to be done by extent alone, altho’ an apparently 
uninterrupted unity of domain contributes very much to the consequence and dignity of a place.  The 
present Turnpike Road is certainly too near to allow a sufficient depth to the Lawn to the south . . . I do 
not hesitate therefore in advising that the opportunity should not be neglected in directing the Course 
of the turnpike form the dotted orange line in the map, to that marked below it.

The Drive
[This refers to the drive through the grounds suitable for carriages.  What we would now call the drive, 
Repton refers to as The Approach.]

I have already observed the necessity of interruption the line of plantation or belt which I suppose to 
surround the Lawn to the south, but it will by no means be so effectually done as by a bold projection 
or tongue of planting, which may include within its bosom the whole or part of what I believe is now an 
orchard, such a plantation will give deep recesses of Lawn which leave to the imagination to fix their 
limits, while the eye as it passes over the tops of the trees unites the masses of wood with the distant 
hedge rows beyond, forming that vast expanse of timber on the plain, which is necessary to give 
importance to Garnons, as extent of Lawn or sweep of hanging wood. . . . From this part of the drive 
which I have marked by a darker green line, the house will have a most delightful effect, and it will be 
much oftener used that the more wild and romantic continuation of the drive over the hills at the back 
of the house, because I suspect there will be found some difficulty in removing all the ideas of danger 
from the pleasure which such a drive would excite.
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This site visit account considers the site in the present day condition from a landscape perspective.  
The idea of this section is to record thoughts of the place as if the person was a new visitor to the site, 
which is a baseline to work from.  This highlights the positive features, which can then enhanced or 
records potential issues which can then be addressed in the proposals. This walkover will also include 
all of the golf course, including the part to the south of the M62 motorway.

On leaving the roundabout off the motorway the driver sees a wide grassed verge which is mounded 
with mature trees set behind it, providing a screen to what is beyond.  This is actually the northern part 
of the site but to the uninitiated there nothing linking this side with the park. On closer observance the 
sandstone features are noted, in particular the pillars on the northern boundary wall and the railway 
bridge with sandstone features beyond.  As the bend and road junction is negotiated, their eye is 
drawn to the wide expanse of grass on the right beyond the metal railings that has lots of mature trees 
set within it.  Then older buildings are noticed set back within these trees.  The impression is of a 
pleasant, matured space with a depth of history to it, but it does not quite work as a united space. 

If the visitor drives from Roby village centre, the significant amount of sandstone which has been used 
in the area is noticed, especially Derby Lodge, along with the older cottages on the right. It certainly 
gives the impression of being a place of character and history.  Where the roadway opens up the 
observant will notice the start of the northern wall straight ahead as the road bends slightly to the right.  
However, at the same time the wall on the left then gives way to reveal a tree-dominated grassed 
area, which is enclosed by a metal railing. Setback there are a collection of buildings set within this 
area.

The entrance to the park is unremarkable as it consists if the railing boundary, which is gated by a 
yellow vehicular barrier.  For those turning right from the motorway, there is a central reservation lane 
to assist in accessing the site.  From Roby, the entrance widens out enabling the driver to leave the 
main carriageway before the park is entered.  This takes the driver onto a short driveway which leads 
into the park and is flanked on both sides by grassed areas.

In front of the visitor, the most prominent building is called “the stables” (14).  However, as the building 
is approached it looks unimpressive as it is hidden by poor looking large shrubs and self-set trees. 
The north side faces the driver upon approach and the striking brick arched architectural feature in 
the brickwork is noted, although the wire-boxed security camera on the nearest corner does detract. 
This building frames the stoned informal car park area and upon entering this space, other arches on 
the brickwork are noted.  At the far end of the car park is an apex fence which is in front of some tired 
looking conifers that provides a screen to what lies beyond.  However, this building’s side extension 
at the far end and PVC double glazed units do look out of character with the heritage and age of the 
building.

Across the stone car park is the other building which has the same styled archways in the brick work 
and is called “the coach house” (15).  This building looks disjointed as the roofline is not square and as 
such looks like a series of outbuildings, this is emphasised by the tired and heavy looking green metal 
doors.
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Past the coach house is more brickwork, where the high northern wall of the walled garden (56) 
dominate, against which are some brick lean to buildings which are the potting sheds (54).  Besides 
the steel storage containers these are all the building units and large brick structures on the site. 

On arrival to the park the new visitor is unsure where to go.  Do they go to where all the people with 
golf bags are heading, which looks private and you may have to pay?  Or should they head to the 
building on the far side which looks like an out building but has a sandwich board outside?  The 
decision is to skip both and enter through the narrow gap in the fencing straight ahead where all the 
golfers are going once they have been inside.

Once through the gate, there is a gap to the left from which a lawn area extends from.  Upon entering 
this space the journey to the park seems worthwhile and it has a pleasant feel about the place.  Trees 
dominate the terrace area and the eye is drawn to the two nice but unbalanced-in-their-form Cypress 
trees in the hedge line to the south, so the visitor heads over to them to take a closer look.  When at 
the trees the visitor realises that they are a little higher up than thought and the amazing view beyond 
across the golf course is suddenly realised as the horizon stretches out between the Lombardy 
poplars and mostly newly planted trees around some real nice specimens.  Taking the view in they 
look to the left and see an impressive beech tree on the edge of the lawn.  Beyond this is a great 
shaped two meter high yew hedge, which divides this lawn area from something behind. A gap is seen 
next to the beech tree, which is headed for, as they do they look back at the terrace and notice the 
really nice stone steps and thoughts turn back to what was once here. 

Beyond the yew hedge they find themselves on a narrow path, with a sunken ‘Dell’ area in front, which 
is dominated by a Wellingtonia in the middle of a grassed area and surrounded by a path with a low 
sandstone wall around it.  As the steps are negotiated, because they are not in the best of condition, 
they enter this amazing little space and think wow, what must this have been and what must it have 
looked like in its heyday? As there are very few views out this space, the visitor is just enveloped by it.  
On the far side another set of steps are noted, so they decide to use them to see what else is beyond 
in this area. 

On top of the steps, there lies a surreal area, a gravel path to a stone lump in the middle surrounded 
by grass on both sides, which the visitor realises must have been bedding areas at one time, and 
thoughts emerge along the lines of ‘what a shame it’s got like this’.  Although as they look up and 
suddenly realise they are surrounded by a brick wall and thoughts transform to ‘Wow, what a space! 
What things must have passed by here?’ They can almost hear the gardener’s singing to themselves 
as they sow the carrots and peas. Hoeing the lines as they have a laugh and joke with each other.  
Then looking to their right they see the low wall screened by poplar trees which is blocking the great 
view over the golf course and from letting the sunlight in.  Then turning around, above the grass 
terrace the high northern wall is noticed and thoughts move onto how the glass house must have 
looked along with the trained fruit trees which would have fanned out across it.  Getting to the wall, 
the overriding feelings is of the places potential, which just needs to be awoken, this encourages the 
decision to investigate more.
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Next to the wall is another fence and the building called the ‘Coach House’, on closer examination, 
there is a realisation of how much change this building must have seen and note that despite all this 
it is in good condition and the character of it really does appeal.  Fortunately someone has left the 
gate open in the fence and they pop through.  To the left, the sandwich board is actually advertising 
a café, so thoughts of returning later on if there is time, but the spirit of exploration has gripped them.  
In front between the mature trees is a path and a grassed area which extends beyond just the other 
side of these trees, so they decide to take a look. When they get to the path, the realisation that this 
must have been a formal ride of some sort hits home, as it has such a definite curve to it and it is 
framed by these mature impressive trees.  Ahead is a play area with a ditch around it, so they decide 
to investigate, but after only a few paces the realisation that the grass is quite sodden dawns, so they 
return to the path.  As they do, thoughts fly past about ‘what a great open grassed area this is, with so 
much potential’ and ‘why is it so wet here?’

Facing the walled garden there on the left is the small lean-to sheds and again, the thoughts of the 
potential of this place keep coming to mind.  Going past these, with mature trees on the left the first bit 
of rough ground on the park is spotted ahead and then going around the corner it is obvious that this 
is the maintenance area as there are quite a few steel containers around and it is a bit untidy.  After 
getting second thoughts about being there, ahead a gap is seen onto a grassed area, which they head 
for. 

In the gap looking both left and right they notice the ditch and think this a little unusual, but then the 
wall behind the ditch is spotted and the infamous “ha-ha” comes to mind!  Wondering right along the 
side of the fairway the ha-ha becomes more apparent and the realisation that the hedge of the formal 
garden sits on top of this feature, which appears in some places to be half buried / half patched up.

Retracing steps, they decide to keep left around the perimeter and follow the ha-ha to see where it 
leads, as it slowly becomes more hidden by vegetation, the length of it and its relative intact condition 
surprises them.  However, to the south the views across the golf course extend and impress and some 
of the trees really do stand out as fine mature specimens.

Towards the eastern side of the golf course, looking north the impressive sandstone building of Derby 
Lodge, set back from the golf course is a highlight of the adjoining properties and their view across the 
golf course must be impressive.  However, along the eastern boundary, down the side of the fairway 
is an unmaintained bit of land, with a tree lined boundary set back, they decide to investigate.  What 
is discovered is a series of earthworks down a tree lined slope, which is relatively difficult to negotiate.  
This ends up at the bottom on a lane with a high brick wall made of older bricks opposite.  They decide 
to go left to see where this ends up, as this seems to have more potential.  After a short while they 
come to the historic core of Roby, which has lots of character.

Returning to the site, the visitor travels down the eastern boundary and then across to the bridge 
which crosses the motorway.  On nearing the bridge they discover a double row of mature trees, which 
leads directly under the bridge and on investigation this double avenue does seem to carry on the 
other side.  It provokes curiosity so they decide to go and see what is on the other side.
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Once the bridge is crossed, the southern half of the golf course extends below and on this side it has a 
different character to the north side, with more extensive fairly young tree planting along the fairways.  
However, when journeying down the path, the extent of mature trees on the right-hand side becomes 
apparent. Then remembering the double tree avenue on the northern side, they go to investigate and 
see that this looks like a lane which extends into the site.  Towards the bridge they discover significant 
amounts of sandstone and brick rubble and leading away from it the double avenue peter’s out into 
the golf course infrastructure.

On returning to the car park by keeping left along the boundary, there is another clump of mature trees 
which dominate the west side of the “Stables” building and as the visitor journey’s between this small 
wood and the building, they notice that there is also a lot of history to it, with blocked off accesses, half 
covered cellars etc. Again they are struck by the history and potential of this site waiting to be opened 
up.  Then as they get back into the car park their thoughts returning to whether the café is still open.  
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1786 Yates map of Lancashire 

1786 Yates map of Lancashire is the first map known which records Roby and the main roads, 
showing within the context of Merseyside and St Helens.  It also shows the building of Roby Hall with 
John Williamson Esq. named underneath.  This map shows the relative importance of Roby Hall as 
John Williamson’s, but it is dwarfed in comparison to Knowsley Park, which is northwest of Roby.
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Figure 82: 1786 Yates map of Lancashire (Gillespies)



1786 Yates map of Lancashire 

1829 Roby Hall Estate map is the earliest map available to examine of the estate.  This map has been 
considered in detail from a landscape perspective in section 8. However, here it is worth highlighting 
that this plan is really significant as it does give the sense of a significant dwelling newly located in an 
‘English Landscape’ style setting, where the site has been treated as blank canvas.  Consequently 
what is seen on this map is this style laid out in its purest form. 

The focal point of this layout is the Hall which has one north northeast aligned ancillary building on the 
western side, which is mirrored on the eastern side of the Hall by another ancillary building, further 
east from this building is a third ancillary building again aligned in the same direction. The significance 
of this Hall is that although it is the focal point and destination of visitors as they enter through the 
crescent shaped driveway, the significance of it is that it is from this place that the estate can be view 
from to its best advantage.  

The northern side of the Hall two rows of trees screened Hall from the estate entrances.  A pond is 
aligned directly in front of the Hall, which may have had a practical use, but its location makes it a 
focal point for the hall frontage, which is surrounded by trees.  Although Roby Old Hall is retained on 
the map in the northeast corner of the estate, its significance is minimised because it is screened from 
the new Hall by a linear belt trees and it has its own entrance drive on the eastern side, which also 
leads to the walled garden and two ancillary buildings on the eastern side of the hall set back from the 
crescent drive. A smaller rectangular building is also located southeast of the Old Hall which is also 
screened from the new Hall by an oval plantation of trees.
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Figure 83: 1829 Roby Hall Estate Map (Lancashire Archives P/89/1)



The trees are also west of the Hall and to the southeast, these frame the main expansive view across 
the parkland, interrupted only by small groups of trees and the odd single specimen.  The trees to 
the southeast also hide the pond and walled garden, which was internally divided into quadrants.  In 
the parkland to the south and west of the Hall there are two ponds to the west of the Hall, and one 
to the south east of the Hall.  From this pond there is a boundary feature running east to west, which 
is subdivided by what appears to be an access point, there are other boundary features sub dividing 
the park to the west, so the idea of these may have been to rotate the livestock, so there was a good 
supply of fodder for them.
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1849 Tithe map (Lancashire Archives)

The next available map is the 1849 tithe map.  This shows little change from the 1829 Estate map. 
Roby Old Hall, Roby Hall, its ancillary buildings, the tree screens to the north of the Hall and the 
parkland, including the boundary feature, remain as previously mapped.  Although the buildings at the 
north east of the Estate and the ornamental pond to the south east of the Hall are clearly depicted.  
There is no detail of the walled garden layout shown nor is the northern pond in the lawn area shown, 
even though it appears on later mapping.
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Figure 84: Extract from 1849 Tithe Map (Lancashire Archives1DRL/1/69)



1851 Ordnance Survey map

Although much of the inner framework of the estate remains the same.  However, there are significant 
changes to the estate lands.  There is the inclusion of the land between Carrs Lane and the old estate 
boundary on the eastern side; whereas on the 1849 tithe map, this is all divided up into small fields.  
On this map it appears that only the trees remain and it is now shaded in along with the rest of the 
estate.  Above this in the north eastern corner of the estate a rectangular parcel of the Roby Hall 
Estate land has been incorporated into the gardens of “Edenhurst”, as well as the former agricultural 
fields situated beyond the eastern boundary of the Estate.

At the same time the original estate land on the eastern side is divided up into what looks like two 
smaller fields, with a new north-northwest to south-southeast aligned boundary shown.  Further, 
several more trees are shown on the estate mostly in widely spaced linear avenues and along the 
southern boundary. 

Other developments include what appears to be an eastward extension to the ancillary building west 
of the Hall on its southern end.  Also, the two ancillary buildings at the east of the Hall may have also 
been altered. There appears to be significant developments associated with the walled garden area, 
with potting sheds and glasshouses clearly depicted for the first time. 
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Figure 85: Extract from 1851 Ordnance Survey Map

 



1891 Ordnance Survey map

For the first time, gatehouse lodges are shown.  However, ponds to the southeast and north of the Hall 
are not portrayed, possibly because they have been infilled. The boundaries in the parkland have also 
changed, with the main linear one disappearing and two new boundaries radiate from the large south 
western pond.

This map now shows a southern range of ancillary buildings located to the east of the Roby Hall, 
which are the result of extensions or new build.  New buildings now appear on the former Roby Hall 
Estate land situated to the northeast, between the estate and “Edenhurst”, in an area now called “High 
Carrs” 
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Figure 86: Extracts from 1891 Ordnance Survey map



1906 Ordnance Survey map

This map is significant as it shows the layout of the estate at the time it was purchased by Alderman 
Sir William Benjamin Bowring purchased the estate and offered it directly to the City of Liverpool for 
the recreation and enjoyment of the people.  The Estate was subsequently renamed Bowring Park in 
his honour.

The 1906 map shows little change from 1891’s map.  The main differences are the absence of the two 
boundaries linking the large pond in the southwest of the estate, and there is a circular path feature 
clearly identified at the position of the ‘Dell’ or sunken garden as well as pathways in the woodland 
area next to the Hall and ancillary buildings to the west. 
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Figure 87: Extracts from 1906 Ordnance Survey map (no current site boundary shown)



1925 Ordnance Survey map

This map reflects the initial changes of the park in the early years of it being under Liverpool City 
Council’s ownership and control.

The Hall and ancillary buildings remain unchanged. However, allotment gardens have been 
established at the northwest corner of the estate, which is now labelled “Bowring Park” and the 
parkland is now labelled “golf course”. Within the walled garden a central semi-circular feature is 
depicted. It is unclear what this feature is, although other sources state that in 1921 this area was 
remodelled in an Old English Garden style,

The arable fields to the south of the park have been reorganised into larger fields through removal of 
field boundaries.
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Figure 88: Extract from 1925 Ordnance Survey map



1938 Ordnance Survey map 

Bowring Park remains unchanged from the preceding Ordnance Survey map.  

The significance of this map is the land surrounding the site, to the north of the railway line and to the 
west of the park boundary shows major enabling works having commenced for large scale housing 
development.
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Figure 89: Extract from 1938 Ordnance Survey map

 



1955 Ordnance Survey map

This map evidences the first major negative changes to the site since Liverpool CC took control.  
It identifies that Roby Hall and perhaps two of the smaller eastern ancillary buildings have been 
demolished.  However, the rest of the park appears to remain unchanged.  

Surrounding the park, the housing developments to the north of the railway line and the west of 
Bowring Park now looks well established.
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Figure 90: Extract from 1955 Ordnance Survey map



1967 Ordnance Survey map

Bowring Park is unchanged and Roby Old Hall still remains on the site and is clearly labelled.  

Surrounding the site, limited infilling had taken place in the housing development located to the west of 
the park and a small housing development had been completed on the eastern side of Carr Lane at an 
area formerly labelled as “Oakfield”.
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Figure 91: Extract from 1967 Ordnance Survey map, produced under KMBC’s OS Licence Nr. 100017655, 2015 



1976 Ordnance Survey map

This map reflects the most significant change to the park, in that the recently constructed M62 
motorway is now shown.  The motorway crosses the centre of Bowring Park and the motorway 
junction and connecting roads have been constructed at the northwest of the park. Further to this 
they have now realigned the vehicular access into Bowring Park along the most direct route to the 
“Stables”, the remaining original ancillary building.  Moreover, Roby Old Hall is not shown for the first 
time. 

However, a small rectangular building is depicted at the former site of Roby Hall. With the allotment 
gardens relocated, to its present position, from the area impacted by construction of the motorway 
junction to the western boundary of the park.

Surrounding the site, a large scale housing development has started to infill fields located to the east 
of Carr Lane.
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Figure 92: Extract from 1976 Ordnance Survey map, produced under KMBC’s OS Licence Nr. 100017655, 2015 



1989 Ordnance Survey map

Bowring Park is unchanged from 1976’s Ordinance Survey mapping.  

Surrounding the site, more housing has been built located to the eastern side of Carr Lane at an area 
formerly labelled as “Oakfield”.
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Figure 93: Extract from 1989 Ordnance Survey map, produced under KMBC’s OS Licence Nr. 100017655, 2015 



2002 Ordnance Survey map

The small rectangular building shown at the site of Roby Hall and a northward projecting wing of the 
eastern ancillary building are now both absent. The golf course is now shown at its present size

The small rectangular building on the site of the former Roby Hall has also been demolished by 2002.  
However, this map now shows formal paths and bedding in the walled garden, which is additional 
detail to the central circular feature present since 1925.  It is possible that formal bedding and paths 
could have been introduced in 1925, but were not fully shown on the mapping.

The fields to the east of Carr Lane are now completely developed with housing. 
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Figure 94: Extract from 2002 Ordnance Survey map, produced under KMBC’s OS Licence Nr. 100017655, 2015 



2014 Ordnance Survey map

The 2014 Ordinance Survey map shows little change from the 2002 map.  The main difference is in 
presentation, where the paths that are clearly defined in 2002 and are known to still exist are now not 
clear on the mapping.  However the tree cover is clearly defined across the whole park unlike the map 
of 2002.
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Figure 95: Extract from 2014 Ordnance Survey map, produced under KMBC’s OS Licence Nr. 100017655, 2015 


