Issue 41

p19

Green Flag
Parks success
p14

Cycling
fever

September 2014

News

Welcome to the latest edition of

News

While many of you are still reflecting on the
recent visit of the Tour of Britain to Knowsley,
more and more people are feeling inspired and
getting out and about on their bikes - for fun,
health and commuting.

I

f you are interested in finding out
more about the fantastic cycling
facilities and initiatives in Knowsley
then take a look at our special feature
on pages 14 and 15.

attendance (page 17) and also look to
the future with the feature on page 16
which highlights some of the career
opportunities across the Liverpool
City Region.

For those of you with kids, this time
of year is always about the new
school term and the opportunities
that lie ahead for local youngsters.
It is a good opportunity to remind
people about the importance of school

Finally, I would urge you all to take
a look at the article on page 2.
It highlights recent changes and
enhancements to our website that now
means that more and more services
are available online – reducing the

inconvenience and time required to
report issues or pay bills. Why not go
online and take a look for yourself?
You will even find an audio version of
this magazine meaning it’s even easier
than ever to keep up to date with
important local and council news.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

Individual Electoral Registration
The way you register to vote has changed.
In the past, one person was responsible for registering
everyone who lived in your household.
Now, if you are registering for the first time or
re-registering, you need to do it yourself.
We have compared the electoral register with Department
for Work and Pensions (DWP) records to check who is
registered at each address.

Most people will be registered automatically and won’t need
to do anything. We recently sent you a letter confirming this.
If your details do not match DWP records for any reason, you
will have received a letter telling you that you need to register
under the new system. If you have not already done so, it is
important that you respond to this letter so you can have your
say in future elections and referendums.
Different members of your household may have received
different letters or forms, which also may require action.
It is free, quick and easy to register online at
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
You will need to provide:
• Your name, address and nationality
• Your National Insurance number
• Your date of birth
If you need any further guidance, please ring our elections
helpline on 0151 443 2222 or email
elections@knowsley.gov.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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What’s hot

Discover
what you
can do
online
There are lots of ways you can keep in touch
with the council online, whether it’s in the
comfort of your own home, at work or
whilst you are out and about.

The website was redesigned earlier this
year to ensure that whatever device
you’re using - phone, tablet, laptop or
desktop computer - you can easily find
the information you need. It also means
you can contact the council at the touch
of a button, at a time that suits you.
The website is constantly being
reviewed and updated to ensure you
can find the information you need
quickly.
As well as the latest news, job
vacancies, events and how to contact
your local councillor, you can now

report issues to the council using
our new online forms. So it’s never
been easier to report a pothole or
faulty streetlight, or tell us about
environmental issues such as dog
fouling or flytipping. Simply click on the
‘report it’ link on the homepage - it only
takes a few minutes and can be done
whilst you’re out and about.

The website also allows you to make
payments to the council from council
tax to planning applications. It is safe,
secure, and it is open all hours.

You can also book a range of council
services too through the website, from
applying for a primary or secondary
school place to arranging a bulky
rubbish collection or making an
appointment at the Register Office.

So, if you haven’t already done so,
make sure you save www.knowsley.
gov.uk as a bookmark on your mobile
to make us even more accessible!

Why not take a look at an online copy
of this magazine, or listen to the audio
version, by visiting the ‘news’ section of
the site.

Plans for new M62 bridge
Plans for an iconic new bridge crossing the M62 have been submitted for planning approval. The bridge,
which is designed to replace the current outdated structure - known locally as the ‘sausage bridge’ - will
be a dramatic and eye catching addition to this main gateway route in and out of Knowsley.
The plans, put forward by Knowsley Council, outline a proposed structure that will rise at its highest point to
approximately 31 metres from the motorway below. Spanning the M62, the bridge will provide a 3 metre wide
platform for pedestrians and cyclists with feature side rails and lighting.
The plans will now be considered by both Knowsley and Liverpool
City Council planning authorities, with a decision expected later
in the year.
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Don’t miss the Local Heroes,
Distant Voices exhibition
The stories of the borough’s heroes
from World War I are being told
during the second leg of the Local
Heroes, Distant Voices exhibition
tour. In addition to World War I,
personnel and soldiers are also
represented in the exhibition from
various military conflicts, up to the
current day.
This fascinating collection of stories,
letters and other documents really bring
to life the experiences of local soldiers
and their families during The Great War.
It includes first hand testimony which
explores everything from life in the
trenches to the everyday struggle of the
wives and mothers left behind.
With so many fascinating items to put
on display, the Local Heroes, Distant
Voices exhibition has been spread across
multiple venues to make sure that as
many people as possible get to see the
artefacts, especially those of particular
interest to their local area.

moved to Kirkby Gallery and Prescot
Museum, where it will be available to
view until 15 November.
This truly moving and thoughtprovoking exhibition has been made
possible thanks to the many local
people who have kindly shared their
stories and allowed family memorabilia
to be displayed. The result is a
fascinating but poignant tribute to all
those who served during World War I,
and the conflicts which have followed.
The exhibition is part of a wider
project – ‘Preserving the Past with
the Present, for the Future’ - which
hopes to establish a living archive of
memories, memorabilia and artefacts
that recognise the contribution made by
local soldiers, the armed forces and
their families both from the past and
current day.

Made possible by funding from the
Ministry of Defence, the archive will
be based at the reservists barracks on
Liverpool Road and in Prescot Museum.
The collection will be added to through
‘reminiscence days’ where veterans,
their families, enthusiasts and the
public will be invited to donate their
memorabilia and stories to the project.
We will continue to gather information
and personal stories between 2014 and
2018, resulting in the legacy of a unique
digital collection and hive of information
that everyone can access.
If you have a contribution, or want to
find out more about the project, visit:
www.prescotmuseum.org.uk

Earlier this year, the exhibition went on
tour to Huyton Gallery and Knowsley
Park Centre for Learning. It has now

Stunning displays of red poppies
- like this one off Valley Road
in Kirkby - have been blooming
across the borough as part of the
World War I commemorations.
The poppies were planted by
Knowsley Council in partnership
with the National Wildflower
Centre and provided a beautiful
floral tribute to all those who
served in The Great War.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Funding boost for local sport
More and more local people will be given the opportunity to get into
sport thanks to £190,000 of National Lottery funding from Sport England’s
Community Sport Activation Fund.
The money will be used to support a
project called #ClubActive. It will run
for three years to develop and increase
sports participation within the borough
by attracting young people aged 16+
who are not currently engaged in
sports.
This project here in Knowsley is just one
of 88 projects across the UK which will
receive a share of £15 million of funding
to support grassroots sport.

The project will run across the borough’s
secondary schools and Prescot Soccer
and Leisure Centre with activities such
as basketball, hockey, athletics, netball,
football, boot camps and circuit classes.
The project will also aim to develop
coaching and training staff from within
the sessions, giving local people the
skills needed to lead on local activities.

To get involved or find
out more, contact one of
the Leisure and Culture
Development Officers at
your local centre.
All Saints Catholic High School /
North Huyton area:
Hugh Shacklock 07775 221926
Halewood Academy:
Debbie Rose 07825 677159
Kirkby High School:
Donna Hall 07810 054100
Knowsley Park Centre for
Learning:
Peter Green 07810 053984
Lord Derby Academy:
Lucy Knight 07919 111293
St Edmund Arrowsmith:
Chris Royle 07500 765197

Protect yourself and
your family from flu
Flu is a highly infectious illness
caused by the flu virus. It spreads
rapidly through small droplets
coughed or sneezed into the air by
an infected person.
For most healthy people, flu is
unpleasant, but they usually start to
feel better within a week. However
risk groups - pregnant women, people
over 65, those with underlying health
conditions and the very young – may
be more likely to develop severe illness
if they do catch flu. This can lead to
flu developing into pneumonia or
bronchitis.

04

www.knowsley.gov.uk

The best way to protect
yourself and your family is to
get a flu jab. This year the flu
vaccine is also being offered
to all two, three and four
year olds via a nasal spray, so
parents are encouraged to
take their children to their GP to
receive this.
The flu vaccine changes every year to
fight the latest strains of flu, so even
if you had a vaccination last year, you
need another one this year to stay safe
from flu.

Simply contact your GP to arrange a
convenient appointment and get you
or your child vaccinated. It’s quick, safe
and free to people in the risk groups, as
well as healthcare workers and carers.
So don’t delay and contact your GP
today!

What’s hot

Last year’s
success story
Last year’s second placed winner of the
Knowsley Open Art Exhibition ‘Visitor’s
Choice’ prize was Tony Bishop.

Exhibit your work at the

Knowsley Open
Budding artists are invited to display their artwork at this year’s Knowsley
Open Art exhibition.
Whether you’re into drawing, painting,
photography or any other form of 2D
art, and if you would like your work
included in a professional exhibition,
this is your chance!
The Open Art exhibition will be at
Kirkby Gallery from 1 December until
14 February - and artwork must be
submitted by Friday 24 October. This
is the first time the new gallery in the

Kirkby Centre has staged the Open Art
exhibition, so we are anticipating an
enthusiastic response.

Tony’s piece ‘Winter’ was a mixed-media
artwork depicting a snow scene in a
wood.
As a result of exhibiting in the Open he
received two commissions, and says he
would recommend other artists take
part.
People ask me how to get your
name known as an artist, and
exhibitions like the Open are a
great place to start.

Last year’s exhibition attracted more
than 230 exhibits from people who live,
work, study or volunteer in Knowsley.
At the end of the exhibition Visitor’s
Choice prizes will be awarded for the
most popular artwork.
For more information, call
0151 443 5617.

Discounted fitness
membership for students
As the academic year gets underway, it’s easy to forget that it
isn’t just your brain that needs exercise.
As the saying goes, healthy
body, healthy mind, so why not
take advantage of our great
student fitness offer?

LD
O
G

M
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Or, for £13.50 per month, a
Silver membership will give
you all the benefits of Gold
membership during off-peak
times.
For further information call
0151 443 2200 or visit
www.activeknowsley.com

HI

per month

P

£25

For just £25 per month,
students can enjoy a Gold
membership which provides
unlimited access, seven days
a week, to all of Knowsley’s
leisure centres, including fitness
suites, swimming pools, sauna
and steam rooms plus a range

of fitness classes and off-peak
hire of squash and badminton
courts.

BERS

www.knowsley.gov.uk

05

What’s hot

t
The mos

ng
rewardi

Foster carers
clock up

l
job you’l
.
o
d
r
e
ev

years

Between them, Brenda Archer and Carol Donoghue have given homes to hundreds of young
people over the past four decades.
As foster carers for Knowsley, the friends are both celebrating their 40th year in the job - and neither has any regrets about a
lifetime spent providing love, support and stability for the children they have cared for.

Carol Donoghue

Brenda Archer

“I started fostering because
I wanted to give other children
what mine had – a loving home.
“I’ve picked up newborns from
teenagers
hospital and I’ve looked after
years and I’ve
too. I’ve had children stay for
had them for days.
l come back
“My former foster children stil
how they’re
to see me, or write to tell me
doing. It’s lovely.
a flashy
“You don’t need a big house, or
, it doesn’t
ver
cle
be
car, you don’t need to
le – as
sing
,
gay
matter if you’re disabled,
ce you
ien
long as you’ve got the love and pat
can foster.”

“When a child comes into
your
home, especially a child wh
o
hasn’t had such a good tim
e,
they have like a ‘mask’. Wit
hin
a few weeks of being loo
ked
after, the mask lifts, and
the child shines.
And that’s why I do it. I
just love the job.
“One of my biggest things
is trying to support
children with their educa
tion, giving lots of
support and encouragement
. A lot of my
children have done really
well and gone on to
university.
“My advice to anyone consid
ering fostering is
that if you’ve got a little
bit of love to spare,
and a bedroom you don’t
need anything else.”

If you are interested in fostering, please contact the fostering team on 0151 443 3958, visit the council’s website and search
‘Fostering’, or ‘like’ the Foster for Knowsley Facebook page www.facebook.com/fosterforknowsley.

Have your say on the future of Knowsley
Knowsley’s Local Plan sets out
a vision and strategy for the
development of Knowsley and
its communities up to 2028.
This is a significant piece of work
that the council has developed over
a number of years.
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Following public hearings in
November 2013 and July 2014,
residents and businesses will have
an opportunity to comment on
proposed changes to the plan.
These changes include the earlier
release of some sites from the green
belt to meet needs for new homes
and jobs.

Consultation on these changes is
expected to start within the next
few weeks. For confirmed dates and
further details visit
www.knowsley.gov.uk/localplan.
You can also call the team on
0151 443 2326 or email
localplan@knowsley.gov.uk

What’s hot

Record number of visitors at
2014 Knowsley Flower Show
Thousands of people enjoyed a
fantastic day out at this year’s
Knowsley Flower Show.
Highlights of the North West’s
largest free horticultural show,
which this year commemorated the
centenary of World War I, included
a replica trench complete with audio
visual effects, the H&M Dog Display
team and Mersey Morris Men.
All of this was in addition to the
stunning floral marquee with its
impressive blaze of colour from
the flowers, vegetables and fruit
which were entered into the many
categories of fantastic horticultural
displays.

Small community grants available
Applications are now open for
the Community Chest (maximum
grant £1,000) and Small Grants
for Community Health Initiatives
(maximum grant £500).
The Community Chest is a one-off grant
to groups or organisations that actively
engage and empower local people in
making a difference in their community.

The Small Grants for Community Health
focuses on a number of key themes promotion of healthy eating, increasing
physical activity, reducing smoking
and the promotion of smoke free
environments, reducing alcohol misuse
and the promotion of responsible
drinking.
If you are involved in a community
group or project that you think might

be eligible to apply for this funding
then visit the council’s website for
more information or to download
an application form. If you have any
questions, please call Emma Thomas on
0151 443 4987 or email
emma.thomas@knowsley.gov.uk
The closing date for applications is
Friday 24 October 2014.
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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LIVERPOOL CITY REGION

Combined Authority
making swift progress
The Liverpool City Region Combined Authority is made up of the Leaders
of Halton, Knowsley, St Helens, Sefton and Wirral Councils along with
the Elected Mayor of Liverpool and the Chair of the Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP).
The Combined Authority aims to boost
the City Region’s economy, attract
major investment, enhance transport
links as well as creating employment
opportunities.
Since its formation in April this year, the
Combined Authority has already made
significant progress.

Cllr Phil Davies, Chair of the Liverpool
City Region Combined Authority, said,
The Combined Authority is
an important body in attracting
investment and jobs into
the City Region. We are now
getting down to business and
focussing on those strategic
projects that will bring
widespread economic benefit
to the whole Liverpool City
Region.

Funding secured and
projects progressing
The Government recently
announced that the Liverpool City
Region LEP had been awarded
£230 million Growth Fund, which
will potentially create over 30,000
new jobs. Two priority areas of the
Growth Fund are Liverpool City
Centre and the Freight and Logistics
Hub.
Other major schemes being progressed
through the Combined Authority
include the City Region’s long-term
rail strategy, which will ensure the rail
networks meet the needs of the region
over the next 30 years.
Two major projects have potentially
significant impacts on the rail network
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within the Liverpool City Region - High
Speed 2 (HS2) and the SuperPort.
Considerable work continues to be
carried out in getting the Liverpool City
Region the most benefit from HS2.
Initial figures suggests a direct highspeed link could generate an economic
benefit of up £8.3 billion (£550 million
a year), supporting around 14,000 jobs,
and with wider regeneration linked
to the scheme having the potential to
create an additional 12,000.
Other priorities for the Combined
Authority include tackling youth
unemployment and improvements to
housing quality, condition and choice
across the City Region.

And in
Knowsley...
In the last few months,
£5.6 million has been secured
to improve transport access
to Knowsley Industrial Park.
Alongside this, a further
£4 million has been allocated
for improvements to the A5300
Knowsley Expressway which
will help increase capacity and
maximise benefits of the new
Mersey Gateway and
access to Liverpool
Airport.
Both investments are part
of the City Region Growth
Fund and reflect the
significance of Knowsley
within the region.

What’s hot

Knowsley Industrial & Business Park
Home to more than 800
businesses, Knowsley Industrial
& Business Park (KIP) is the
largest industrial park in the
north west after Trafford
Park. Alongside, major brands
like QVC, Vertex and Dairy
Crest, small and medium sized
businesses are also thriving on
site.
One of the most recent arrivals to
KIP is national retailer Matalan who
are currently completing work on a
brand new 132,000 sq ft three-storey
new headquarters building.

Cllr Dave Lonergan,
Knowsley Council’s
Cabinet Member
for Regeneration,
Economy & Skills
said,

Matalan’s decision to move their headquarters building
to Knowsley Industrial & Business Park is testament to
the appeal of the park as a business destination. What’s
more, it shows clearly how Knowsley is able to attract
major brands to the area, which is great news for the local
economy.

A key business and
logistics location
Plans to make improvements to road access and infrastructure at KIP have
been given a boost with the news that the council has been allocated
£5.6 million as part of the Growth Plan for the Liverpool City Region.
The funding is part of a wider
package of investment which aims
to promote and support growth
across the Liverpool City Region (see
page 8).
KIP has been earmarked to
benefit from this funding given
its importance as a key business
location within the region. This
investment will be spent on
improving access routes and
signage, increasing levels of public
transport, walking and cycling
routes and enhancing links within
the park.
In addition these improvements will
allow the park to make the most
of future opportunities particularly
in the logistics, advanced

manufacturing and other emerging
sectors. This will ultimately boost
the success of the park and
potentially the wider economic
development of the region as a
whole.
This investment will be a welcome
addition to the council’s own
improvement programme that is
aiming to make the overall park the
largest and most successful in the
City Region.
The detailed plans for these major
transport improvements are already
in development and we will of
course keep you up-to-date with
the plans as they progress.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Knowsley Business

Smarter travel for business
Knowsley’s Business Travel Advisors
help organisations and their
employees to make smarter travel
choices.

Most people choose the convenient
option and drive to work but our
advisors are here to raise awareness of
alternative travel options.
The advisors carry out travel surveys
and use the results to develop Travel
Plans that include schemes such as car
sharing, cycle to work, discounted travel
passes, pool cars and pool bikes.

rks at Whiston
Michelle Otty, who wo
and accessories after
Hospital, won a bike
el survey to help
taking part in the trav
Travel Plan.
develop the hospital’s

One organisation to benefit from this
support is Whiston Hospital. Following
the hospital’s redevelopment, demand
for car parking increased. Their Travel
Plan aims to reduce car usage and
encourage staff, patients and visitors to
walk, cycle or use public transport to
travel to the hospital.

Knowsley’s Business Travel Advisors
supported events to promote the health
and financial benefits of using alternative
travel options and the hospital also
received £10,000 from Merseytravel
Employers’ Network to improve cycling
and walking facilities.
All Knowsley businesses are eligible for
Business Travel Plan Advisor support.
Contact Joanne Spencer on
0151 443 2239 or email
joanne.spencer@knowsley.gov.uk
If you are based in Kirkby, contact
Patience Jones on 0151 477
1357 or email patience.jones@
knowsleychamber.org.uk
You can find out more about
cycling to work on page 14.

Tailored
business support
More than 150 Knowsley
companies are reaping the
benefits of the Merseyside
Business Support Programme
and planning the next stage of
their expansion.
This free support programme
identifies the unique needs of
each organisation and develops a
tailored package of support to assist
the companies moving forward.
Specialist consultants work with
the companies to deliver oneto-one support in areas such as
online trading and expanding
markets, bid writing and tenders,
grant applications for funding, as
well as production efficiency, ISO
qualifications and other technical
aspects of development.
The programme is free for
businesses to access and by
investing a small amount of time,
the benefits can be huge.
Leather Satchel Co. - one of the companies
signed up to the programme
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James Walker, Contracts Operations
Manager at Huyton based
construction company,
OGC UK Ltd, said,
We accessed specialist
support through the
programme. It took a day of
our time, but the result of the
work directly led to us winning
a contract worth £150,000.
The Leather Satchel Co. is the
most recent company to sign up to
the programme. Keith Hanshaw,
Executive Director, said,
I’m looking forward to
working with the specialist
consultant to develop our IT
systems.”
If you’re a Knowsley business, don’t
miss your opportunity to benefit
from this free programme. Call
0151 477 4000 or email
business@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley Business

KNOWSLEY
BUSINESS AND REGENERATION
AWARDS

Business and Regeneration
Awards – it’s time to nominate!
Nominations and bookings are
now open for the annual Knowsley
Business and Regeneration Awards
ceremony which will once again
be held at the spectacular Grand
Marquee, Knowsley Safari Park on
the evening of 27 November.
This event has become increasingly
popular, attracting over 600 guests
and more than 100 nominations
from businesses and organisations
across the Liverpool City Region.
The awards recognise the
achievements of Knowsley based
companies and individuals as
well as companies outside of
the borough that have made a
significant contribution towards
Knowsley’s economy.
Cllr Dave Lonergan, Knowsley
Council’s Cabinet Member for
Regeneration, Economy and Skills,
said,

There will be 12 awards contested
on the evening including the
prestigious Judges Choice Award
which last year went to Clarke
Energy for their Outstanding
Contribution to Business and the
Tour of Britain Partners SweetSpot,
Knowsley Hall and Knowsley
Cycling for their outstanding
contribution to the borough’s
economy.
Confirmed award categories for this
year include;
Affordable Housing Scheme of the Year
Business of the Year (1-9 employees)
Business of the Year (10-49 employees)
Business of the Year (50+ employees)
Corporate Social Responsibility Award
Employee of the Year
Employer of the Year
Housing Development of the Year
Investment Project of the Year
Judges Choice Award

The awards celebrate
companies and organisations
of all sizes and in all sectors
and recognise the wealth
of expertise, business talent
and passion that exists in the
borough.
I would urge companies
and individuals to make an
application and to come along
to the celebratory event. We
are always overwhelmed by
the stories of success and it
makes me feel very proud to be
a part of this celebration which
is only possible with the kind
involvement of our sponsors.

Outstanding Customer Experience Award
Regeneration Partnership of the Year

Bookings can be made online via www.knowsleybusinessawards.
com where you can access the full award criteria and nomination forms.
Alternatively email irene.johnson@knowsley.gov.uk for further details.
The closing date for nominations is Friday 26 September.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Prescot

Townscape Heritage Initiative

Wall art celebrates Prescot’s
unique heritage
The new public art in Prescot
town centre has been making
a real impact on visitors
and residents. The wall art,
located on Leyland Street,
depicts the inside of an
Elizabethan theatre,
complete with audience.

It’s a scene that would have been a
common sight in the town in the 16th
century, when Prescot was home to
one of only a handful of free-standing
theatres outside of London. The
artwork, which will be a permanent
feature, stands at 25 foot wide by
18 feet high. It is a dramatic addition
to the town centre and real talking
point for visitors. The art also provides a
fantastic backdrop for future events
and performances.

The project, co-ordinated by Prescot
Town Team and supported by Knowsley
Council, began 12 months ago as part
of a long-term plan to revitalise the
town centre and attract more visitors.
Ideas for public art were discussed with
the local community, heritage and arts
groups and the idea of the Elizabethan
theatre was chosen. A programme of
events will now be developed in the
area.

Townscape Heritage Initiative Relocation
Work is well underway on the
Prescot Townscape Heritage
Initiative (THI) – the £3.2 million
project which will see the repair
and restoration of the town’s
historic fabric. The Heritage
Lottery Fund has awarded
£1.85 million to the project,
with additional funding
provided by Knowsley Council,
Knowsley Housing Trust and
central government’s Empty
Homes Fund.
Repair and restoration work will
commence on properties in High
Street and Eccleston Street this
month.
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In addition, a further four grants,
totalling £200,000, have been
approved for properties on
Eccleston Street and Market Place.
This takes the total of outline grants
approved to £750,000.
Historic photographs, provided by
Prescot Historical Society, will be
used to help restore the buildings
back to their former glory.
For all the latest THI news, including
progress on the building repairs and
forthcoming training courses,
visit www.prescotthi.org.uk/blog

of Post
Office

The Post Office has recently
consulted on its proposal to relocate
its branch in Prescot from Aspinall
Street to Prescot Shopping Centre.
As well as offering extended
opening hours, the proposal will
ensure the continued provision of
valuable services in the heart of
the town centre. The move is due
to take place in October. Further
information regarding the proposed
move can be found on
www.postoffice.co.uk

Regenerate Knowsley

Transformation of town centre
set to begin
Work is set to begin shortly on major improvements to
the appearance and layout of Kirkby town centre.
Tesco will carry out the works to create
four key spaces – a civic square,
St Chad’s Parade, Newtown Gardens
and the market square – to link the
town centre together.

• A wishing tree – a stunning six
metre-high iron cast of one of the
oldest trees in Knowsley, which will
provide an attractive meeting
place in Newtown Gardens.

The improvements will see the town
centre benefit from new seating areas,
improved lighting and attractive new
paving, trees and flower beds.
There will also be three brand new
pieces of eye-catching public art
installed in the town centre:

• The thrones – three large thrones
in the civic square, each with
giant wings, encouraging people’s
imagination to ‘take flight’.
• Edward’s Elephant - a spectacular
three metre-high steel elephant
standing in a Viking longboat,

reflecting Kirkby’s Norse heritage
and the poetry of Edward Lear.
Look out for notices around Kirkby
town centre – and via the council
website and social media channels –
for updates on when this work will
take place and any temporary changes
to access to the town centre.

Prescot

Closure of
Norwich Way
In order to make the entrance to
the Kirkby Centre safer to access
and more pedestrian-friendly,
the road immediately outside has
closed to vehicles on a trial basis.

Make the time

Housing and retail progress
Work is set to take place to clear the empty houses on Cherryfield Drive,
to make way for the new retail development.
All residents have now moved out
of Cherryfield Drive, with most
having moved into their new homes
at the brand new St Kevin’s Drive
development.
The next step is for the utilities
companies to disconnect the water,

gas and electricity from the properties
over the next few weeks.
This will allow demolition work to
take place in the coming weeks on
Cherryfield Drive. That paves the way for
construction work to begin on the brand
new Tesco store and other retail units.

You can still drive to the public short
stay car park opposite the Kirkby
Centre from Hall Lane, but you can no
longer access Cherryfield Drive from
Norwich Way or vice versa.
The part of Norwich Way up to the
Kirkby Centre from Cherryfield Drive is
only open to black cabs.
This will allow you to easily and safely
access the wide range of services
available at the £5m Kirkby Centre.
It will also complement the brand new
civic square which will be developed
opposite the Kirkby Centre.

www.knowsley.gov.uk

13

Cycling fever

Cycling feve
Knowsley is going crazy for cycling!
Following the success of the Tour de France
in the UK and the recent visit of the Tour of
Britain, there is a real buzz about the sport.
And with such fantastic cycling facilities in
the borough, Knowsley really is the place
to be!

Not only does the borough have fantastic parks and paths for cycling but the council has also teamed up
with a number of partners, including British Cycling, to provide a range of programmes for all to enjoy.
So whether you are a complete novice or an experienced cyclist, Knowsley will have something for you.
Download Knowsley’s cycle map to help you discover the network of cycle routes.
Search for Knowsley cycling at www.knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley Velodrome & BMX Park
Knowsley’s outdoor velodrome and BMX park is a fantastic facility. Home
to lots of local cycling clubs, the park has also hosted regional and national
cycling events. With the BMX track located at its centre, this is a unique
venue in the UK with only one other similar track in the whole of Europe.

The facilities are suitable for all to enjoy with sessions available across a range of
ages and abilities - from taster sessions for beginners to experienced cyclists or
under 16’s and women only groups. These organised classes provide professional
coaching to help to build skills and confidence and potentially lead to formal
accreditation.
So whatever your skill level, there is a session that could be suitable for you!
To find out more about the sessions, as well as bike and equipment hire, call the Get Active Team on
0151 443 2200 or visit www.activeknowsley.com

Free Sky Rides
There’s still time to join the Sky Ride programme in Knowsley which
offers free, guided rides of varying distances and difficulties.
These range from easygoing spins around picturesque parts of Knowsley,
through to ‘steady’ and ‘challenging’ rides, for those seeking a little more
adventure.
To find out more or to book your place, visit www.goskyride.com/Knowsley
(guided rides).

14

www.knowsley.gov.uk

Cycling fever

ver

Pedal Away

Cycling to work
Cycling to work is not only
better for the environment but
it can also help you to keep fit,
healthy and stress free.
If your employer is part of the
Merseytravel Employer Network,
you may be entitled to discounts
or interest free loans for bikes
and equipment, free training and
advice.

Tips for cycling to work
• Think ahead and wear
appropriate clothing – including
having waterproofs handy
• Carry your belongings in a
rucksack, or use a pannier (a bag
that fits to a frame over your
back wheel) for heavier loads

• Plan your journey with a travel
map or advice from a Business
Travel Plan Advisor
• Ask your employer if they run
the Government’s Cycle to Work
Scheme, a tax free scheme for a
cheaper bike
• Find out what facilities are
available at your workplace,
eg cycle storage, showers,
changing rooms
• Buddy up with someone who
already cycles to work – they’re
normally more than happy to
share a few tips

If you’re thinking of cycling to work but need a bit of practice in a
friendly, supportive group, these organised evening bike rides can
help you:

Mondays at 6pm, Stadt Moers Park, Whiston

Contact Lou Henderson on 07989 399725

Wednesdays at 6pm, Southdene Community Centre, Kirkby

Pedal Away is a cycle
ride project that runs
events and activities
across Knowsley.
Community cycle rides are held every
week from cycling hubs based in
Halewood Park, Stadt Moers Park,
Whiston and The National Wildflower
Centre at Court Hey Park, Huyton.
Everyone is welcome to attend
regardless of ability and bikes and
helmets are available to hire. Rides
are at a leisurely pace and targeted
at those who are just getting back on
their bikes or enjoy the pleasures of
cycling in a sociable group. All rides are
mainly traffic-free and make use of the
cycle paths across Knowsley.
Visit www.cycling.org.uk and search
for Pedal Away for details of rides and
how to book a bike or helmet.

Contact Kevin Bushell on 07810 054159

Thursdays at 6pm, Court Hey Park, Huyton
Contact Kevin McCann on 07971 476520

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Young People

Future-proof your career

At the recent International Festival for Business, the Skills Show Experience event
saw more than 4,500 young people learn about their future career options.
So, for anyone considering their future career plans, here’s our handy guide to some of the industries that
will matter most in our City Region in the coming years – and the skills you’ll need to get ahead.

Life Sciences and Healthcare

Digital and
Creative Industries
mes industry,
What is it: Computer ga
media, design.
ners, studio
Types of jobs: Web desig
ers.
technicians, app develop
d
Skills needed: Good IT an
lls and a
ski
g
creative problem solvin
to meet
ly
willingness to work flexib
client deadlines.

What is it: A diverse industry which inclu
des clinical and caring professions
and the scientific study of living organism
s.

Types of jobs: Laboratory technicians, heal
thcare assistants, specialist
nurses, biomedical support workers.

Skills needed: For frontline healthcare roles
you’ll need a desire to
help people along with good communicati
on and listening skills and to
maintain confidentiality. For life science jobs,
maths skills, team work and a
methodical approach are important.

Financial and
Professional S
e

rvices

What is it: Ba
nking, pensions
, insurance,
human resour
ces, legal advi
ce and
financial manag
ement.
Types of jobs:
Chartered acco
untants,
call centre supe
rvisors, HR prof
essionals.
Skills needed
: A high level
of accuracy
and attention
to detail with
a
desire to
help and advise
people in an ho
nest and
clear manner.

Advanced
Manufacturing
and Engineering
vanced
What is it: The use of ad
to
nce
technology and scie
manufacture goods and
infrastructure.
ing
Types of jobs: Engineer
opment,
vel
de
d
an
ch
roles, resear
sign.
packaging and product de
solving,
Skills needed: Problem
working
m
tea
d
report writing an
skills.

Low Carbon
and Construction
es
services that help business
What is it: Products and
n
and reducing carbo
and residents be ‘greener’
emissions.
,
gineers, energy assessors
Types of jobs: Heating en
uction jobs.
specialist surveyors, constr
follow technical drawings
Skills needed: Ability to
ety and legal regulations,
and plans, awareness of saf
and alone.
ability to work in a team
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Visitor Econom

y

What is it: Re
tail and hospit
ality,
tourism, leisur
e and culture.
Types of jobs:
Chefs, bar staf
f,
housekeeping
, cabin crew,
customer serv
ice and retail.
Skills needed
: Excellent
communicatio
n skills and a
friendly, confi
dent and calm
manner.

Logistics and SuperPort
What is it: The transportation and managem
ent of
goods, including cargo arriving at the Supe
rPort freight
and logistics hub being created in the City
Region.
Types of jobs: Large Goods Vehicle (LGV
) drivers,
warehouse operatives, fork lift truck drive
rs, transport
planners, port and maritime operations, mari
time
engineering.
Skills needed: This is a diverse area of work
and the skills
and/or licences required will vary dependin
g on the job.

Young People

Knowsley children
graduate
School children from all over Knowsley have enjoyed a full cap
and gown graduation ceremony at Liverpool Hope University.
The 7 to 14 year olds have been taking part in a host of after
school activities as part of the national Children’s University.
Throughout June and July over 1,900
young people from 30 Knowsley
schools graduated.

Participating children receive different
awards based on the number of hours
of activity they have taken part in.

Children’s University is a national
programme that aims to recognise and
reward additional learning outside the
classroom. At the heart of its work
is the ambition to raise aspirations,
boost achievement and foster a love
of learning.

The graduation ceremonies are a great
way to celebrate the efforts of the
children and have become a highlight
in the calendar of many participating
schools.
Parents and family members share in
the occasion. One parent whose child
was involved this year said,

I never went to University and
I am so pleased that my daughter
is now adamant that she is going,
when she is older.

To learn more about Children’s University visit the national website
www.childrensuniversity.co.uk

Gcihvooel

S
e
c
n
a
d
n
e
t
t
A

100%

With the start of a new school term, pupils
and parents are being reminded of the
importance of good school attendance.
Achieving 100% attendance
throughout the school year can
not only help to boost your exam
grades but could also improve
your career prospects by showing
potential employers that you are
reliable and committed.
Staying off school for holidays or
birthdays is classed as unauthorised
absence. Continued unauthorised
absence could lead to prosecution,
including £120 Penalty Notice, a
fine of up to £2,500 for each child
who isn’t attending school and / or
a possibility of imprisonment for up
to three months.
All schools will be monitoring pupil
attendance and speaking to parents

When you miss school... you miss out!

whose children are not attending
school regularly.
Cllr Gary See, Knowsley Council’s
Cabinet Member for Children and
Family Services, commented,
Regular school attendance
provides a vital stepping stone
in a young person’s future
development.
Not only can it mean better grades
but it can also help to open more
doors once they leave school whether they continue into further
education, vocational training
or employment. Giving school
attendance 100% really can make
a difference!

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Green Knowsley

Recycling 22%
UP
success
REVIOUS
ON THE P
YEAR

Handy tips
to keep your
bin clean
Commercial bin cleaning
companies can be
expensive so here are
some easy tips to help
you keep your wheelie
bins clean.
• Rinse out tins, bottles and
trays before putting in your
recycling or general waste bin.
• Double bag food waste (such
as meat and bones), nappies
and pet waste.
• Put some scrunched up
newspaper in the bottom of
the bin to absorb any liquids.

Remember...

We all need
to recycle –
and Knowsley
residents are
taking that
message on
board.

www.knowsley.gov.uk

To make sure all that good work
doesn’t go to waste we need to
ensure that only items which can
be recycled go in the grey and blue
bins. Around 10% of the recycling
bins put out for collection contain
non recyclable materials – most
commonly plastic bags.
This can be avoided by following
the tips in our recycling guide
– or watching our helpful video –
on the council website.

Pupils have EDUCRATE fun
Almost 400 primary school children across Knowsley have been
‘going green’ and having fun as part of the Educrate programme.
Pupils at 13 primary schools have taken
part in fun activities based on four
environmental topics: composting and
growing, reusing instead of throwing
things away, reducing food waste and
recycling textiles.
Council Environment Officers, in
partnership with environmental charity
Faiths4Change, delivered sessions which
developed children’s environmental
awareness and helped them learn new
skills, like knitting and sewing.

Malvern Primary School pupils made
pom-pom monsters from left over
If you’re tidying up
wool, while a successful swap day
your garden for winter,
at Stockbridge Village Primary
don’t forget that you can
School resulted in almost 85
recycle all of your green waste
kilos of toys being swapped
in your blue bin.
– items which would have
Remember the green waste collection
otherwise ended up in
service will be suspended between
landfill.
December 2014 and March 2015.
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So far this year residents are
recycling 40% of their waste,
which is a great achievement and
almost 22% up on the previous
year.

Schools are also growing their own
vegetables, composting and creating
new dishes using food which usually
ends up in the bin.
Due to its success, Educrate, funded by
a £18,780 grant from the Merseyside
Recycling and Waste Authority, will
continue in schools during the autumn
term.

Toy swap day at Stockbri

dge Village Primary Scho

ol

In focus

Unsung heroes of

Parks in Knowsley
are looking better
than ever – thanks
to the dedication of
the borough’s Friends
groups.
Working with the council, these
unsung heroes give their time
and energy to help improve and
maintain these highly valued
community facilities.
This year, a record number of our
parks are flying the Green Flag –
an award given to the best parks
and green spaces in the country.
We now have 16 such parks, with
Webster Park (Kirkby), Little Wood
(Stockbridge Village), Ten Acre Pits
(Huyton) and Court Farm Woods
(Halewood) having just gained
their first Flags.

For some parks, the journey to
Green Flag status has been a long
one – an achievement that would
not have been possible without
the passion of local people and the
support of the council.

Little Wood,
Stockbridge Village
Walk through Little Wood
today and you’ll find a
pleasant, idyllic retreat with
forest walks, a thriving pond
and pleasant spots to sit.
George Jewell from the Friends
group said,
The first few years we
worked really hard to make a
real difference.
It’s now an area that young and
old can visit, take a nice stroll,
and it’s free to come in.

Webster Park, Kirkby
Since 2010, Friends of Webster Park
has secured a number of grants
for improvements including a new
playground and a series of popular
community events.

Paul Gardener of Friends of
Webster Park, said,

Anti-social behaviour problems
in the park have subsequently
disappeared and local people feel
proud of their local park.

People respect the park. It’s a place
where young and old can come and
relax. That’s what the Friends have
achieved.

We’ve had a new play area,
wildflower beds and picnic areas,
and it has totally changed the park.

As well as securing numerous grants
for improvement works, the group
established the Stockbridge Junior
Rangers, a children’s nature study
group, which has proven incredibly
popular with local young people.
George said,
When I look around the place
now, I’m amazed at what we’ve
achieved.

You can watch a film about the work of Knowsley’s Friends groups on
the council’s You Tube channel – www.youtube.com/knowsleycouncil
www.knowsley.gov.uk
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In focus

Hundreds of children need

a place to
call home

There are over 600 children waiting to be
adopted in the north west. There’s a real
need to find families for older children and
to help keep brothers and sisters together.
Same sex couple Gail and Suzanne
Middleton-Riley adopted their son and
daughter through Knowsley Council.

brother and sister Jacob and Frankie
had moved in with them.

Cllr Gary See, Cabinet Member for
Children and Family Services, said,

Gail added,
Gail’s advice for anyone thinking about
adoption is,
Don’t be afraid. No one expects
you to be a superhuman. You just
need to be yourself.

Gail and Suzanne always knew that
when the time was right for them to
start a family, adoption would be their
first choice. The couple approached
Knowsley Council in 2012 and
after eight months of training and
assessment, they were approved as
adopted parents. A month later, in
January 2013, they were matched
with their children and by the summer,

When the children first moved
in it was like being hit by a bus.
Going from being a couple to a
family with a 3 and 4 year old son
and daughter was a huge change.
But a year on, I can honestly say I
can’t remember what life was like
before we were a family. I don’t
think of the children as being
adopted, it’s like they’ve always
been with us.

Knowsley Council is one of 22 local
authorities taking part in the Adopt
North West recruitment campaign, a
major regional awareness campaign to
break down myths about adoption.

People may have the wrong
idea about who can adopt and the
campaign aims to show it really
is open to everyone. We assess
people on personal merit.
Single people and same sex couples
can adopt. People who rent rather
than own their home can adopt.
People who work full time and
those aged over 50 can adopt.
Adoption really can change a
child’s life so I hope more people
will come forward during the
campaign.

If you think adoption could be for you please visit adoptnorthwest.co.uk or ring 0300 000 000 to find out more.

New home for Knowsley
Community College
Preparation work will soon get
underway at the former Christ
the King Centre for Learning on
Stockbridge Lane.
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Knowsley Community College plans to
relocate into the building, which will
be adapted to create a modern new
learning environment with state of the
art equipment and facilities.

The College is committed to retaining
community use of the building, and
although there will be some disruption
to the community use during the build
programme the contractors hope to
keep this to a minimum.

In focus

Are you taking the
Stoptober challenge?
Smokers are being challenged to
move towards a healthier life by
signing up for Stoptober - the
28-day stop smoking challenge.
As well as the health benefits, quitting
smoking will save the average smoker
more than £150 per month. Many
people who took part in last year’s
challenge actually went on to quit
smoking for good!

and in Knowsley, there is a range
of support available. This includes
online and mobile support, one-to-one
and group sessions and well as
nicotine replacement therapies.
To find out more, visit
www.readytostopsmoking.org.uk,
text Quit to 61825 or call 0800 3247
111.
To find out more about Stoptober, visit
www.smokefree.nhs.uk

People are four times more likely to
give up if they receive help and support

Christmas and New Year at

The Venue has announced a glittering
line-up of entertainment for Christmas
and the New Year.
December kicks off with top Robbie Williams tribute,
JK, on Friday 12 December followed by the ‘Freak Out’
Disco Spectacular on Friday 19 December. Tickets for
both nights cost £15, including a hot supper.
Welcome in 2015 at The Venue’s New Year’s Eve
Cabaret dinner, featuring Soul Temptations, a brilliant
Soul and Motown trio. Tickets cost £40.
Remember tickets are still
available for the Michael Buble
tribute night on 26 September,
Soul and Motown night on
24 October and Tom Jones
tribute on 28 November.
Visit
www.thevenuehuyton.co.uk
or call 0151 443 3761 for more
details.

September
Offers
Throughout September and October
at the Spa you’ll get much more
than you pay for when you book
in for one of their most popular
treatments.
For example, enjoy a Decleor Aroma
Body Wrap for just £49 and you’ll get
a free Express Radiance Facial and free
entry into the Spa’s new improved
Thermal Spa too.
Or, treat yourself to a Deluxe Gels with
Zen Spa Pedicure treatment for £45 and
they’ll throw in a Simply Gels makeover
for your hands too – plus that all
important Thermal Spa pass.
For more information on the Great
Treatment Giveaway, visit their website
www.thespaknowsley.co.uk or call
0151 443 2580.

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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More than books!
If you are a member of our libraries in Knowsley
you now have access to a brand new online
reference resource.
The new service, which is free to use, gives members access to two
million digitized entries across Oxford University Press’s Dictionaries,
Companions and Encyclopedias. You can use the service in any of
Knowsley’s libraries or by visiting the libraries page on the council
website and logging on with your Library Membership number.
Cllr Eddie Connor, Cabinet Member for Leisure, Community and Culture,
said,
The new online search facility will provide residents with
information from a reliable, trusted source. Anyone who needs
to find out something for homework, study or just out of
curiosity can be confident they will find the right answer every
time. The service also includes examples of job application
letters and CVs which residents should find really useful.

Heritage Lottery Funding secured
Explore Your
Archive Week
During our Local History Month,
Knowsley’s Libraries will be
supporting national Explore
Your Archive Week (Monday 10
to Sunday 16 November) which
encourages people to discover the
stories, places and people at the
heart of their communities.
ARK collections will be showcased
and local history workshops will be
held in all of Knowsley’s libraries.

The council has successfully bid to secure a grant of £312,000 from
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) to develop the Archive Resource
for Knowsley (ARK).
The Archive based in the Kirkby
Centre is a collection of unique
materials from Knowsley’s past,
including photographs, maps and
official documents. It is a great
resource for people tracing their
family tree or just wanting to find
out more about the history of the
borough.
Cllr Eddie Connor, Knowsley’s
Cabinet Member for Leisure,
Community and Culture, said,

The Archive has already benefited
from its move to the Kirkby Centre
where it is housed in a much larger
area with improved temperature
controlled conditions for the historic
documents. The HLF grant will allow
us to further improve access to the
collection by digitising resources so
they can be accessed online, 24/7.
The grant will also fund a wide
range of community projects which
we hope lots of Knowsley residents
will take the opportunity to get
involved with, and help expand our
local history for future generations.

Get ready to exercise your creative talents
The Knowsley Writing Competition 2014 will launch on National Poetry Day, 2 October.
With three age categories, the competition provides a fantastic opportunity for budding authors
of all ages to try their hand at creative writing.
Check out the council website in October for further details on how to enter the competition.
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Get fit and see the world!
Ever dreamed of
cycling through the
Swiss Alps or taking
in the breathtaking
scenery of the Grand
Canyon from the seat
of your bike? Well you
need dream no longer.
Head to Knowsley Leisure & Culture
Park to take part in Myride®+
– the world’s most advanced indoor
group cycling experience.
Those taking part get the thrill
of riding a real bike while seeing
some of the world’s most fantastic
scenery. The high definition
videography helps to create the
enhanced sensation of forward

motion and speed, exciting all your
senses whilst providing a great
cardiovascular workout.

Classes are available to book
through Knowsley Leisure & Culture
Park reception or by calling
0151 443 2200.

The visual enhancements will also
help you to work harder as you
will sense the road or trail moving
past you as you pedal. Wonderful
scenery, a great workout and lots of
fun while you burn calories – what
are you waiting for?

Coming up at Knowsley
Leisure & Culture Park
This autumn, there’s something for all the family at Knowsley
Leisure & Culture Park. From musicals to Panto, we’ve got it all!
Rolling Back the Years on
27 September is a stunning roller
coaster ride of nostalgia featuring
music from some of the world’s
greatest stars, including Glen
Miller, Fred Astair, Buddy Holly,
Cliff Richard, Frank Sinatra, Judy
Garland, Dolly Parton and The
Beatles.
On 18 October, Thingumajig
Theatre presents ‘A November
Day’ marking the 100th
anniversary of the outbreak of

World War One. With puppet
characters, live music and an everchanging set, this is a timeless
fable on war and the miracle of
friendship when all else seems lost.
Then on 21 November Hypnotist
and comedian Andrew Newton
will be making his first visit to
Merseyside in nearly 20 years.
For something a bit more active,
The Funky Roller Disco is back by
popular demand on 22 November.

And just in time for the festive
season this year’s Panto is
Cinderella on 6 and 7 December.
There is an all-star cast including
Reece Douglas - best known as
Denzil in BBC’s Waterloo Road –
along with Abi Clarke from ITV’s
The Only Way is Essex.
For more information and ticket
prices visit www.knowsley.gov.uk/
klcp-events

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Your neighbourhood

Huyton

Home grown - hope grown
Home grown vegetables are making their way from the
plot to the plate at Hope Primary School in Huyton.
Staff in the school kitchen are
serving up vegetables grown
in the school’s allotment and
community garden – including
salads, green beans and potatoes
– as part of their healthy school
meals offer.

And there’s more to come as the
crops of beetroots, broad beans,
runner beans, berries and fruit are
ready for harvesting this autumn.
Hope Primary chef Carol Angell
with the
home grown produce

Digital drop-in sessions
If you need support getting online, then
help is just a click away.
New digital drop-in sessions are being held at The Gate Community
Centre, Princess Drive, Huyton, every Wednesday from 9.30am to
12.30pm and on Thursdays at St John’s Infozone, Manor Farm Road, Huyton,
between 1pm and 4pm.
The sessions cover everything from setting up an email account to completing
forms such as welfare benefit and housing application forms online. Job hunters
will also be helped with job searches and submitting online job applications.
The sessions are run by Family And Community Education (FACE) and you can
contact them for further information on 0151 443 2026.

Cadets race ahead
Huyton and Roby Sea Cadets have
been celebrating a summer of
success.
After being named best sea cadet unit
in the country and winning the Canada
Trophy, the group won the Liverpool
district rowing regatta and then went on
to sweep the board in the North West
area competition – securing their place
in the national finals this month.
So if you’re interested in learning new
skills, visiting new places and meeting
new friends, contact the sea cadets at
huytonuto@hotmail.co.uk

Bowring Park restoration survey
Make sure you have your say
about the future of Bowring
Park by completing an
online survey.
The survey will gather
information from local residents
and park users about how
they use the park and what
improvements, events and
activities would attract more
visitors.
The findings will help shape
restoration and improvements
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at Bowring Park funded by a
£1.9 million Heritage Lottery
and Big Lottery grant. Work will
include improving the park’s
visitor facilities and restoring
the walled and sunken gardens.
The survey, which will take
just 10 minutes to complete,
can be found at www.cfpuk.
co.uk/bowringpark. For
more information about the
consultation contact Phil Hurst
on 0151 443 2482.

Huyton and Roby Sea Cadets with
Trophy

the Canada

Contact us
You can drop into the Huyton
office to tell us about incidents of anti-social
behaviour, litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at the One Stop Shop,
Municipal Buildings, Archway Road,
Huyton L36 9YU
Telephone: 0151 443 3047

Your neighbourhood

Kirkby

Bank boss visits school
Students at All Saints Catholic High School in Kirkby have
been learning first-hand how to carve a career in finance
from a top banking guru.
Steve Pateman, Head of Banking, Santander UK, was one of a team of
business bosses – including former pupil and MD of Abbey Logistics,
Steve Granite - who told students that no matter where you start, you
can always reach the top of the business ladder.
All Saints is a flagship school for charity Career Academies UK which
fosters links between education establishments and businesses.

Artwork marks walkway
Children from Ravenscroft Primary
School designed the artwork for the
new entrance feature to the Kirkby
Valley Greenway on School Lane.

Safe and sound
Householders on Audrey Walk have
been provided with free alarm packs
to protect their homes.
Audrey Walk Residents’ Group received
funding to provide Home Safety Packs
consisting of a shed alarm, window
alarm and an external security light.
Additional packs have also been
distributed to vulnerable residents on
the Field Lane estate.

The greenway allows local residents to
walk or cycle to school, work and to the
local shops.

Westvale clean-up
An environmental clean-up was launched in Westvale
aimed at creating a cleaner and brighter neighbourhood.
The joint initiative from the council, KHT, police and fire service, targeted
the area around Wood Close, Overton Close and Dagnall Road – cleaning
up fly-tipping, dumped waste and ‘grot spots’. Environment officers
joined the campaign offering residents advice and information about
recycling and minimising their waste.
The clean-up has resulted in a reduction in fly-tipping and dumped
rubbish in the area, with the police and partner agencies committed to
targeting those responsible for the offences.

Youth Zone on the road
Kirkby Youth Zone hit the road
over the summer months providing
activities for young people.

Knowsley Youth Mutual and Everton
in the Community provided activities
including DJ workshops, dance,
and a variety of sports. In addition
there were targeted workshops
for tackling substance and alcohol
misuse at Saxon Green, Field Lane
Park, Webster Park, Old Rough Park
and Copthorne playing fields.

Contact us
Top school award
Teachers and pupils at St Laurence’s
Catholic Primary School, Southdene,
celebrated being awarded the Primary
School of the Year Award at the first
ever Liverpool Echo School Awards.

You can ring the Kirkby
office to tell us about incidents of
anti-social behaviour, litter problems
or anything else you think we could
help sort out.

Telephone: 0151 443 4166

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Your neighbourhood

Halewood

Drama success
Creating a poignant drama about the Hillsborough disaster has helped
earn pupils at Halewood Academy a top award.
The school’s Year 10 drama group
won the Class of the Year award
at the first Liverpool Echo School
Awards. They were nominated for the
accolade after writing and producing
a 45-minute performance about the
Hillsborough disaster for their GCSE
drama course.

Sensible
Savings
With Christmas getting ever closer,
now is the perfect time to start
saving with the volunteer-run
Halewood Community Credit Union.
Any resident can set up a basic savings
account and after 12 weeks apply for
a small loan with a 1% interest rate.
Located in the Halewood One Stop
Shop, the not-for-profit organisation is
open weekdays from 10am to 12.30pm.

Healthy
Homes

Principal Gary Evans said,
It is an incredible piece of
work and it promotes a positive
message to everyone in, from
and around Merseyside.

Spooktacular
The spooky fun at this year’s
Spooktacular gets underway at 6.30pm
on Friday, 31 October at the Ranger
Centre, Okell Drive, Halewood.
Highlights include a pumpkin lantern walk
through the woods to Arncliffe Community
Centre, fancy dress prizes and the
Wonderful Witches of Olde Hally Wood.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
For more details ring Mike on 077317
64111 or Stan on 0151 486 1725.
Alternatively you can visit
www.Halewoodcommunityspirit.com

Spooky fun at last year’s Spooktacu

lar

You will find us at Halewood Leisure Centre, Baileys Lane,
Halewood, L26 0TY. Telephone 0151 443 2180.

Healthy
H mes

Representatives from Public Health and Merseyside Fire Service will be visiting in Knowsley
homes in the Arncliffe area of Halewood as part of the Healthy Homes initiative.
The scheme seeks to help residents with any issues they may have about their health, home and well
being. All staff will be in uniform and carry an ID card. For more details please ring 0151 443 2175.

In the lap of luxury
A Halewood entrepreneur hopes to pick up a top business
award this month. Victoria Corcoran who runs The Pets Country
Manor luxury cattery in Tarbock Green is a finalist in the Young
Entrepreneur category of The Enterprise Vision Women in
Business Awards.
The awards have been created to recognise women in the North West
who are inspiring others by successfully running their own businesses or
are at the forefront of their profession.
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Pupils and teachers pick up
their Class of the
Year award

www.knowsley.gov.uk

Contact us
You can drop into the Halewood office
to tell us about incidents of anti-social
behaviour, litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at New Hutte
Neighbourhood Centre, Lichfield
Road, Halewood L26 1TT
Telephone: 0151 443 2175

Your neighbourhood

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village

Phoenix Night
The popular Phoenix Night
Halloween event returns to Prescot
next month.

The event will end with a spectacular
fireworks display at 8pm on the field at
Bryer Road and Cross Lane.

The fun packed, free evening will take
place at Bryer Road on Friday,
31 October between 4pm and 9pm.
Attractions will include a funfair,
climbing wall, magician, and break
dancing.

For further information or if you would
like to help out on the evening please
contact Kelly Wallace 0151 443 4531
or visit
www.whistonchildrenscentre.co.uk
’s Phoenix

Family Voices supporting
community choices
If you have any ideas about the sort of family activities you’d
like to see provided in Prescot and Whiston, then Family Voices
would like to hear from you.
Family Voices, a local parent-led social
enterprise, is putting together a Big
Lottery funding bid and would like
to include the views of local families.
The funding will provide activities for
children up to 18 years old, such as a
mobile skate park, climbing wall and
play sessions.
It’s hoped the activities will reduce
anti-social behaviour and better

engage young people in the area. There
will also be opportunities for local families
to volunteer and learn new skills.
To make sure your voice is heard contact
Kelly Wallace at Family Voices on
0151 443 4531 for a chat or you can
email familyvoices@live.gov.uk or post
your comments on Family Voices website
www.familyvoicesfamilychoices.co.uk

at last year
Fun activities
t
en
ev
Night

Charity
Fundraising
Night
Whiston Initiatives in Cultural
Heritage (WICH) received a £3,145
funding boost towards their work
to improve facilities at Foxes Bank
Cemetery in Whiston. The money
was raised at a memorial night
held by the family of local resident
Paul Franklin.

Community welfare and debt volunteers
Free training will soon be on offer to residents wanting to help the community with welfare benefits and
debt advice.
The nationally accredited training will be offered in Prescot and Whiston over the next 18 months. Funded by
FirstArk, the training will be run by the Prescot and Whiston Community Advice Centre. To get involved call 0151 443 4639.

Healthy Homes
Team members from Public Health and
Merseyside Fire Service will be visiting homes
in the Pottery Fields area of Whiston as part of
the Healthy Homes initiative.

Healthy
H mes
in Knowsley

The scheme seeks to help residents with any issues they may have
about their health, home and well being. All staff will be in uniform
and carry an ID card. For more details please ring us on 0151 443 2175.

Contact us
You can ring the neighbourhood
office to tell us about incidents of
anti-social behaviour, litter problems
or anything else you think we could
help sort out.

Telephone: 0151 443 5208

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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September 2014 to December 2014

What’s on
Events
Every first and third Wednesday of the month

Conservation Volunteer Group

Stadt Moers Park
10am to 12pm
Get involved with conservation work, clearing
paths and ponds and planting wildflower seeds,
bulbs and trees.
FREE
Contact: Ranger on 0151 489 1239
Every first Saturday of the month

Family First Saturdays

Prescot Centre Activity Room, Prescot Centre
12.30pm to 3pm
Fun drop-in art workshops led by Prescot Museum
staff.
FREE
Contact: Prescot Museum on 0151 443 5617 or
mail@prescotmuseum.org.uk
Weekly during term time (under 5s)

Words & pictures

Halewood Library Wednesdays 10.30am to
11.30am, Stockbridge Library Wednesdays
2pm to 3pm, Huyton Library Thursdays
9.30am to 10.30am, Prescot Library Fridays
10am to 11am, Kirkby Library Fridays 2pm
to 3pm.
Story and rhyme sessions for pre-school children.
FREE
Contact your local Knowsley library for
further information
Weekly during term time

After school craft club

Halewood Library Mondays 3.30pm to
4.30pm, Prescot Library Mondays 3.30pm to
4.30pm, Stockbridge Library Wednesdays
3.15pm to 4.30pm, Huyton Library
Wednesdays 3.30pm to 4.45pm, Kirkby Library
Thursdays 3.30pm to 4.30pm.
Story and
craft sessions
for 7 to12
year olds.
FREE
Contact
your local
Knowsley
library for
further
information

Meetings in Knowsley

Ongoing until
Saturday 11
October

‘No Place
Like Home’
exhibition

Huyton Gallery
Monday & Friday 9am to 5pm,
Tuesday to Thursday 9am to 6pm, Saturday
10am to 1pm
Exploring how and why people have attachments
to certain places and develop a feeling of ‘home’
and ‘being local’. The exhibition presents a range
of different interpretations and artistic practices.
FREE
Contact: Huyton Gallery on 0151 443 5617 or
email galleries@knowsley.gov.uk
Ongoing until
Saturday 15
November

Local Heroes,
Distant
Voices

Kirkby Gallery
Monday to
Friday 9am to 5pm,
Saturday 10am to 1pm
Commemorating the centenary of the First World
War the exhibition tells the personal stories of
Knowsley servicemen, women and individuals
affected by war from the late 19th Century up until
the present day.
FREE
Contact: Kirkby Gallery on 0151 443 5617 or
email galleries@knowsley.gov.uk
Monday 8 & 15
September

Bat Talk and
Walk

Ten Acre Pits,
8 September
Court Hey Park,
15 September
7.30pm
Come and learn about these flying mammals.
Enjoy a short talk and then a walk in the park using
bat detectors to find these elusive creatures. All
children must be accompanied by an adult. Bring
a torch.
FREE
Contact: Ranger on 0151 443 3114 or
07771 550 843

Council
Wednesday 17 September, 6pm
Wednesday 10 December, 6pm

Appeals Committee
Tuesday 7 October, 10am
Tuesday 25 November, 10am

Cabinet
Wednesday 8 October, 2pm
Wednesday 5 November, 2pm
Wednesday 10 December, 2pm

Licensing Committee
Thursday 18 September, 6pm
Thursday 4 December, 6pm

Planning Committee
Thursday 9 October, 6pm
Thursday 13 November, 6pm
Thursday 11 December, 6pm

28

www.knowsley.gov.uk

Governance and Audit Committee
Tuesday 23 September, 4pm

Saturday 13 September

Pet Show

Court Hey Park
1pm
Bring along your pets and
enter them in the show,
categories for all shapes and
sizes.
Please arrive by 1pm for
registration.
Contact: Ranger on 0151 443 3114 or
07771 550 843
Saturday 20 September

Orienteering

Eaton Street Park
10.30am to 12 noon,
Henley Park 1pm to
2.30pm
Orienteering is a fun and
easy way to enjoy the
park. Bring the family
and a picnic and have a
great day out.
FREE
Contact: Ranger on
0151 489 1239
Saturday 27 September

Rolling Back the Years

Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
2.30pm and 7.30pm
A nostalgic musical extravaganza performed by
four world-class singers with the brilliant ‘Memory
Lane’ dancers featuring music from Al Jolson,
Judy Garland, Cliff Richard, Elvis Presley, Jersey
Boys, The Beatles, Frank Sinatra, Michael Buble
Showaddywaddy, Abba and lots more.
Tickets £10
Contact: 0151 443 2575 or 0151 443 2200
Saturday 4 October & Saturday 11 October

Mammal identification
Ten Acre Pits, 10am on
4 October
Court Hey Park, 10am on
11 October
Come along and find out
which mammals live in the
park.
FREE
Contact: Ranger on 0151
443 3114 or 07771 550 843

Overview and Scrutiny Board
Monday 22 September, 5pm
Monday 17 November, 5pm
Monday 15 December, 5pm
Health and Wellbeing Board
Thursday 25 September, 1:30pm
Wednesday 12 November, 3pm
Thursday 11 December, 1:30pm
Please note that the times and dates of these
meetings are subject to change. Please check our
website for details.

What’s on

Monday 13 October to Friday 17 October

Get Online Week

Knowsley Libraries
Demonstrations of a wide range of online resources
including job searches, driving test theory, housing,
wifi and facebook will be held in the borough’s five
libraries.
FREE
Contact your local Knowsley library for
further details
Saturday 18 October

A November Day

Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
1pm
Marking the centenary of the First World War
this play explores the timely question of how we
remember and was created in association with The
Imperial War Museum North. Featuring evocative
puppet characters, live music and an ever-changing
set.
Tickets £8 / £6 concessions
Contact: 0151 443 2575 or 0151 443 2200
Monday 27, Thursday
30 & Friday 31
October

Halloween
Horrors

Court Hey Park, 2pm
to 4pm on 27 October
McGoldrick Park, 1pm
to 3pm on 30 October
Ten Acre Pits, 1pm to 3pm on 31 October
A spooky afternoon of family fun making ghostly
ghouls, batty bats and wicked witches ready for
Halloween.
Contact: Ranger on 0151 443 3114 or
07771 550 843

Monday
27 October to
Saturday 17
January

Saturday 22
November

Roller Disco

‘Crafted’
exhibition

Huyton Gallery
Monday & Friday
9am to 5pm, Tuesday to Thursday 9am to
6pm, Saturday 10am to 1pm
The ‘Crafted’ exhibition presents contemporary
craft, design, sculpture and fine art from makers
across the North West and beyond.
On Thursday 13 November, 1pm to 6pm, all
purchases made from the exhibition will be
wrapped professionally for FREE.
Contact: Huyton Gallery on 0151 443 5617 or
email galleries@knowsley.gov.uk
Wednesday 29 October

Halloween Orienteering Trail
Stadt Moers Park
1pm to 3pm
Follow the map and find the
clues on our trail. Answer the
questions right and don’t fail.
If you have been wise, you
may get a little prize.
FREE
Contact: Ranger on
0151 489 1239
Friday 21 November

Andrew Newton Hypnotist and Unique Comedy
Show

Useful numbers
Anti-Social Behaviour Helpline
0151 443 2000

Council Tax and Benefits Fraud
Hotline
0800 0730 532

Benefits (housing and council tax)
0151 443 4042

Crimestoppers

0151 443 2900

Building control/dangerous trees
0151 443 2380 / 2381
Bulky household waste service
0151 443 2400
Business rates

0151 443 4089

Business services
0151 477 4000
(advice, funding, recruitment and training)
Car parking enquiries

0151 443 3100

Childcare Information Service 0800 085 2022
Citizens Advice Bureau

0845 122 1300

Complaints and compliments
0151 443 4031
Consumer advice/Trading Standards
08454 040506
Council Tax

0151 443 4476

0800 555 111

Education general enquiries 0151 443 3232
Fire/police/ambulance

(emergency) 999

Government’s Consumer Direct Service
08454 04 05 06
Highways (including emergencies)
0151 443 2400
Housing Options (homelessness)
0800 694 0280
Job vacancies

Sunday 23 November

Cyclo Cross cycle race

Stadt Moers Park
From 11am
Come and watch this high speed, two-wheeled,
fun cross country cycle race.
Spectators free, charge on the day for race entry.
Contact: Ranger on 0151 489 1239
Saturday 6
December & Sunday
7 December

Cinderella

Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
7.30pm
Newton offers fascinating insights into the mind,
punctuated by spells of side-splitting laughter
Tickets £12 / £10 concessions
Contact: 0151 443 2575 or 0151 443 2200

Births/deaths/marriages

Knowsley Leisure &
Culture Park
1pm to 3pm and 4pm
to 6pm
A roller disco for all the family, skates included.
Tickets £6 or £20 family ticket (2 adults &
2 children)
Contact: 0151 443 2575 or 0151 443 2200

0151 443 5000

Knowsley Community Messaging
0151 443 2498
Knowsley Council (general enquiries)
0151 489 6000
Knowsley Hate Crime and Domestic Violence
Helpline
0800 953 4433
Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) general
enquiries
0151 290 7000

Knowsley Leisure &
Culture Park
Saturday 7pm,
Sunday 1pm & 5pm
A pantomime for
all the family where
dreams can come true
with a special invitation to the ball!
Tickets £10 / £8 concessions
Contact: 0151 443 2575 or 443 2200

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) housing repairs
0500 969694
Merseyside Fire and Rescue Switchboard
0151 296 4000
Merseyside Police Switchboard
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NHS 111 Service

111

Pest control

0151 443 2400

Planning enquiries 0151 443 2381 / 2380
Refuse collection

0151 443 2400

School attendance service

0151 443 5147

School bus pass

0151 443 5609

Social services

0151 443 2600

Social services out of hours emergency
07659 590081
Street lighting

0151 443 3100

Traffic signal faults

0151 443 2349

Truancy hotline

0151 777 4057

For more information visit the Knowsley Council
website or email
customerservice@knowsley.gov.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Kirkby Market -

open six days a week
Remember, we’ve increased the days you can shop at your new
and improved Kirkby Market. There is a great variety of stalls selling
everything you might need at competitive prices.

Now open six days a week, 9am - 4.30pm.
• Monday & Wednesday over 50 stalls
• Thursday over 75 stalls
• Tuesday, Friday & Saturday 132 stalls
The market is fully covered and is easily accessible by car or bus.
There’s plenty of parking and you can grab a bite to eat at our
fantastic on-site cafe

p
u
t
Righ r street!
you
Market Square, Kirkby Town Centre, L32 8RW
Market Manager: 0151 443 4499
Find us on

Facebook. Follow us on

Twitter.

