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Section 1 Introduction 

1.1 This report has been prepared by Waterman CPM Ltd (WCPM) on behalf of 
Waterman Environmental, Manchester office.  It sets out the results of a 
preliminary ecological appraisal of land associated with  the ‘All Saints RC 
Secondary School’ located off Kirkby Town centre, Merseyside (hereafter to be 
referred to as “the site”).  The site is approximately 23.6 hectares (ha) in area and 
is centred on NGR SJ409983. 

1.2 WCPM were instructed to undertake a habitat survey of the site to determine 
whether proposed development of the site would result in unacceptable 
ecological impacts, or would be contrary to local policy and government 
guidance. 
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Section 2 Methodology 

Field Survey 

2.1 An Extended Phase I Survey was undertaken by Dr David Bell and Dr Andrew 
Stanworth, both experienced ecologists and full members of the ‘Institute of 
Ecology and Environmental Management’, in order to identify and map habitats, 
including dominant flora.    

2.2 The survey was completed on 7th September 2006 when dominant plant 
communities and most plants species should be identifiable.  Weather conditions 
were sunny, dry, with a moderate north easterly wind and air temperature of 
approximately 22oC. 

2.3 The habitats survey technique adopted was of standard NCC Phase I1.  Note was 
also taken of any evidence of, or potential for, protected fauna. 

2.4 Evaluation of habitats and features was made with reference to the guidance 
approach developed by the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 
(IEEM)2.  The IEEM guidelines classify the importance of a site based on the 
habitats and species it supports in relation to local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 
targets as well as consideration of any statutory or non statutory designations 
bestowed on the site.   

Data Trawl 

2.5 A desktop data trawl was conducted for an area of land encompassing the site 
and land within a 2km radius of the centre of the site.  The following consultees 
were approached for information on the site: 

• The ‘Environmental Advisory Service’ North Merseyside is based in Maghull 
and provides advice on nature conservation issues to the Metropolitan 
Borough Councils of Knowsley, St Helens, and Sefton; and 

• The Lancashire Wildlife Trust is the local voluntary sector advisory service 
covering Lancashire and north Merseyside. 

                                                       
1 Nature Conservancy Council (1990) Handbook for Phase I habitat survey.  A technique for 
 environmental audit.  Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Peterborough. 
2 Institute of Ecology & Environmental Management (2006) Guidelines for Ecological Impact 
 Assessment in the United Kingdom. 
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Section 3 Baseline Conditions 

Designated Sites 

Statutory Protected Sites 
3.1 There are no statutory nature conservation designations on the site or present 

within a 2km radius search area around the site. 

Non-Statutory Protected Sites 
3.2 The site is not covered by a local authority ‘non-statutory’ nature conservation 

designation.  There are several Sites of Biological Importance (SBIs), however, 
within a 2km radius of the site.  These are: 

• Mill Brook, West Vale SBI (SJ405988).  Distance from site is approximately 
0.7km;* 

• Kirkby Brook SBI (SJ407982).  Distance from site is approximately0.25km;* 

• Knowsley Brook SBI (SJ421965).  Distance from site is approximately 
2.15km;* 

• River Alt, Kirkby SBI (SJ397978).  Distance from site is approximately 
1.3km; * 

• Croxteth Brook SBI (SJ407968).  Distance from site is approximately 
1.45km;* 

• Meadow, Kirkby (Mill) Brook, south of Old Hall lane, Kirby SBI (SJ407988). 
Distance from site is approximately 0.5km; 

• Kirkby Brook, includes Mill Brook, Kirkby SBI (SJ407990).  Distance from 
site is approximately 0.75km; 

• Simonswood Brook, Kirkby SBI (SD404000).  Distance from site is 
approximately 1.75km; and 

• Wango Lane, Kirkby SBI (SJ392986).  Distance from site is approximately 
1.8km. 

3.3 Those sites denoted with * are those SBIs cited as providing good habitat for 
water voles. 
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Fauna 

Water Vole 
3.4 A total of five records for water voles were noted within a 2km radius of the site, 

six of which were located along sections of Kirby Brook, part of which runs along 
the north western boundary of the site. All records are dated from 1999 and 2000 
and are as follows:  

• Kirkby Brook (SJ402976).  Distance from site is approximately 0.97km; 

• Knowsley Brook, Knowsley Bridge to M57 (SJ417966).  Distance from site is 
approximately 1.7km; 

• Knowsley Brook (SJ406971).  Distance from site is approximately 1.2km; 

• Kirkby Brook, Millbrook Park (SJ409992).  Distance from site is 
approximately 0.9km; and 

• Kirkby Brook, Valley Road (SJ408988).  Distance from site is approximately 
0.5km.  

3.5 A detailed water vole survey has been carried out by WCPM and is to be read in 
conjunction with this report.  No water vole activity was recorded on the Kirkby 
Brook where it flows through the study site. 

Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

Habitats and Flora 
 

Grassland 

3.6 The site is dominated by large areas of amenity grassland, comprising the school 
playing fields and parkland along the Kirkby Brook corridor.  The amenity 
grassland is improved and subject to an intensive mowing regime.  The amenity 
grassland offers little wildlife value in itself, but does offer unhindered passage for 
flora moving within the site, and offers green space within an otherwise built up 
urban setting (see Plan 2883/02). 

3.7 An area of unmanaged rank grassland is present in the north west corner of the 
site and acts as a buffer between the playing fields and the residential properties. 
The grasses community is not species rich however the rank thatch offers cover 
for small mammals such as field vole and wood mouse. 

3.8 The most interesting area of grassland is located in the central north of the site. 
This is a damp and rank grassland area which is progressing to tall perennial, 
with scattered scrub.  The grassland is semi-improved, although species poor.  It 
does however represent the most interesting grassland on the site. 
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Woodland / Trees 

3.9 A belt of well established screening woodland runs across the north of the site 
and parallel to the Kirkby Brook.  The species mix of trees and shrubs is typical of 
amenity planting.  The woodland belt will have significant local value for wildlife, 
offering feeding and cover for a variety of mammals and birds. 

3.10 Around the site can be found several stands of poplar (Populus canescens), alder 
(Alnus glutinosa), with isolated hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), willow (Salix 
cinerea) and maple (Acer campestre).  The trees are generally semi-mature in 
age, and although they will have associated invertebrate communities the trees 
are not considered to have significant nature conservation value. 

Amenity Wildflower Area 

3.11 In the south west corner of the site is a strip between the A506 and the Kirkby 
Brook which has been seeded with a wildflower mix.  The wildflowers offer a 
spectacular show of colour and have significant amenity value.  The wildflowers 
will offer excellent feeding for nectar loving insects, however, the transient nature 
of the seeding and poor ground cover will have overall limited value compared to 
an established wildflower rich meadow in an agricultural setting. 

Water/Wetland Environment 

3.12 The Kirkby Brook runs along northern western boundary of the site.  The brook is 
generally set in a 3-5 metre deep gulley, with the channel itself approximately one 
metre wide and varying in depth from 0.05 to 0.5 m. deep.  The banks of the 
brook gulley are unmanaged and support a wide range of perennials.  

3.13 The aquatic vegetation in the brook channel is notably sparse, with only 
occasional arrowhead (Sagittaria sagittifolia) and grasses established.  

Buildings 

3.14 The school buildings and associated hard stands offer few opportunities for flora 
to establish.  Isolated buddleia (Buddleia davidii) and elder (Sambucus nigra) 
were recorded where regular maintenance was impractical or impossible. 
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Section 4 Policy 

 Planning Policy 

Knowsley Replacement UDP Adopted June 2006  

4.1 On 14th June 2006 the Council adopted the replacement Unitary Development 
Plan for Knowsley.  The new Unitary Development Plan (or "UDP") replaces a 
previous Plan adopted in 1998 and sets out the Council's strategy for the physical 
development and regeneration of the Borough until 2016.  Any planning 
applications for development will normally need to be determined in accordance 
with the UDP. 

4.2 The following UDP policies are considered relevant to assessment of the study 
site 

4.3 Policy ENV 9 Protection of Habitats and Designated Sites 

“Development proposals will not be permitted if they would destroy or have 
a significant adverse effect on nature conservation interests”. 

4.4 This includes statutory and non-statutory designated sites including Sites of 
Biological Interest (SBI’s) and Regional Important Geological Sites (RIGS). 

4.5 The Kirkby Brook as it flows through the site forms part of a ‘Site of Biological or 
Geological Interest’ (Rivers/Streams) as designated by Knowsley District Council 
and listed in Appendix 8 of the adopted UDP.  There are no further local wildlife 
sites within one kilometre of the site. 

4.6 The bulk of the site is allocated in the UDP as “Urban Greenspace & 
Educational Land”. 

4.7 Policy ENV 10 Protection of Species 

“In the case of species that are identified in the North Merseyside 
Biodiversity Action Plan or which are not legally protected but which are 
nevertheless rare or vulnerable, the development proposals should be 
designed so as to prevent and or mitigate against any harm”. 

4.8 Water voles and bats may be present on site and are identified in both the North 
Merseyside and Lancashire Biodiversity Action Plans.  

4.9 Policy OS1 Strategy for Urban Greenspace, Sport and Recreation 

“Open space, sport and recreational facility sites will be protected from 
inappropriate development and proposals to improve existing sites and 
create new sites to meet identified needs in the Borough will be supported”. 
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4.10 In relation to the site any new development should, amongst other things, protect 
sites which have existing or potential value to provide for identified local needs 
and protect and where possible improve links between sites. 

4.11 Policy OS2 Urban Greenspace 

“New development within or affecting areas of green space will not be 
permitted if it would significantly harm any special qualities of the green 
space”. 

Biodiversity Action Plans 

4.12 Following The Convention on Biological Diversity (1992), the UK BAP was 
published in 1994 to guide national strategy for the conservation of biodiversity 
through Species Action Plans (SAPs) and Habitat Action Plans (HAPs), which set 
conservation targets and objectives.  Many UK Regions, and county and district 
areas, have generated and manage their own local BAPs.  These local BAPs list 
national priority habitats and species present in the local area and set local 
targets for their conservation. 

4.13 The Lancashire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) is the region's response to the 
UK's National BAP, setting out conservation actions and objectives for features of 
importance in the Lancashire area.  North Merseyside has its own separate BAP, 
which has also been consulted. 

4.14 Local HAP’s and SAP’s considered by WCPM to be relevant to the study site 
include water vole, bats, urban grassland and urban trees and these have been 
taken account of in this report. 

Water Vole 

4.15 The water vole is a priority species in the UK BAP due to its declining population. 
North Merseyside along with neighbouring areas is a stronghold for water voles 
found in key habitats in the area such as canals, rivers, brooks and ditches.  A 
survey completed in 1999 and 2000 found water voles present in 56% of all 
suitable North Merseyside locations and were noted as relatively common in 
suitable habitat in Knowsley. 

4.16 Objectives and Targets laid down by the NMBAP include: 

• To maintain the current distribution of water voles; and 

• To increase the distribution of water voles in North Merseyside by 2015. 

Bats 

4.17 Sixteen species of bats are known to breed in the UK and eight of those can be 
found in Lancashire.  North West England appears to be a stronghold for 
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Whiskered and Brandt’s bat.  Although little is known about the status of most bat 
species, evidence suggested that nationally populations are in decline. 

4.18 Objectives and target laid down by the NMBAP include: 

• To maintain the current local distribution of all bat species to ensure that 
healthy populations exist which are capable of expansion; and 

• Expand the local distribution of, at least, the commoner species by at least 
2015. 

Urban Grassland BAP 

4.19 This habitat type includes unimproved, improved and semi-improved grassland 
found within urban and urban fringe areas.  The majority of these sites are 
naturally seeded and in the early stages of colonisation.  Although often 
fragmented, these grasslands can provide important wildlife habitats within an 
urban setting. 

4.20 The extent of this habitat is not fully known locally and information is being 
collated. 

4.21 At present factors affecting urban grassland on both a national and local scale 
include losses to development on the urban fringe and present government 
policies which channel development onto ‘brownfield’ sites.  

4.22 Current action within North Merseyside includes: 

• The identification of key habitat sites through carrying out Phase 1 Habitat 
Surveys;  

• Carrying out fauna surveys, especially that of breeding birds; and 

• Recognising the value of urban grasslands within local authority nature 
conservation strategies allowing plans and policies to be devised for their 
retention and enhancement. 

4.23 Objectives and Targets implemented by the NMBAP include: 

• Producing an inventory of all urban grasslands by 2005; 

• Ensuring no net loss of important wildlife sites; and 

• Bringing 25% of important sites into conservation management by 2005 and 
100% by 2015. 
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Urban Trees BAP 

4.24 Urban trees may be defined as those that occur as individuals or small groups as 
opposed to woodlands, and include roadsides and verges, parks, cemeteries and 
private gardens. 

4.25 Local authorities will require surveys for all developments that involve trees that 
may contain bat roosts or red squirrel dreys.  Other key species include breeding 
birds, invertebrates and lichens. 

4.26 The biodiversity value of urban trees is largely dependent upon its context, such 
as proximity to areas of scrub, hedgerow and parkland.  These areas may 
provide important nest and feeding sites for birds and feeding and roost sites for 
bats. 

4.27 Objectives and Targets laid down by the NMBAP include: 

• Gather information on all significant trees and groups of trees by 2005; 

• Increase the weight given to biodiversity in urban tree management; 

• Maintain and increase the current urban tree population; 

• Encourage the planting of native trees of local provenance; and 

• Encourage better management of the urban tree resource. 

4.28 Amongst other criteria this includes Wildlife value and Environmental benefits. 
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Section 5 Conclusions and Recommendations 

5.1 The current value of the site for wildlife is limited, but as a large green space 
provision, in a largely built-up urban location, its local landscape and amenity 
value is significant.  The majority of the site is comprised of amenity grassland, 
which in itself has limited biodiversity value.  Other habitats on site such as, trees, 
tree/shrub structure planting and brook associated habitats have greater potential 
to support locally significant wildlife interest.  Areas of former amenity grassland 
have been left unmanaged at several locations on site, and have progressed to 
rank grassland, tall perennial or bramble thicket.  These unmanaged areas have 
rapidly been exploited by varied wildlife including birds, butterflies and small 
mammals. 

5.2 The provisional master plan for the redevelopment of the site, if implemented, 
would result in the loss of the majority of the current site habitats, with the 
exception of the Kirkby Brook and a narrow brook associated corridor.  Under the 
‘IEEM Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment 2006’ the adverse ecological 
implications would be classed as ‘Local’ impact with loss of habitat that supports 
common species with no special legislative protection.   

5.3 Careful consideration needs to be given to the protection, enhancement and long-
term management of the brook corridor.  Water voles are known to be present on 
other lengths of the brook, and appropriate enhancement measures should 
encourage them to move into the area.  An ecological management plan should 
be prepared. 

5.4 Finally, all nesting birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 Part 1 Section 1(1) and site clearance programming will require 
consideration of the bird nesting season.  Some of the mature trees on the site 
have the potential to support a bat roost and the brook corridor is likely to be a 
locally important foraging corridor.  Bats are legally protected under national and 
European legislation (W&C Act 1981 Part 1 S 9 (4) and the Habitats Regulations 
1994 Part III S40 (4).  WCPM would recommend that a bat survey is undertaken 
next year to determine if bats are roosting the site. 
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