
 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1982 
 

Statement of Policy (Including Guidance Notes for Applicants) 

Sex Establishment Licenses (Sex Shops and Sex Cinemas)  
 
The Licensing Committee agreed this Statement of Policy and Guidance Note on 
[date]. This statement sets out the matters that the Licensing Committee must 
consider before determining an application for a Sex Establishment licence. Nothing 
contained within this statement prevents the Licensing Committee from considering 
any other matters they consider relevant to an application. Guidance notes are 
provided for the assistance of an applicant when completing an application.  
 
It should be noted that for the purpose of this policy statement the following definitions 
are adopted: 
 
Sex Establishment: means a Sex Cinema or Sex Shop. 
 
Sex Shop: means any premises, vehicle, vessel or stall used for a business which 
consists to a significant degree of selling, hiring, exchanging, lending, displaying or 
demonstrating –  

(a) sex articles; or 
(b) other things intended for use in connection with, or for the purpose of 

stimulating or encouraging –  
(i) sexual activity; or 
(ii) acts of force or restraint which are associated with sexual activity. 

 
Sex Cinema: means any premises, vehicle, vessel or stall used to a significant degree 
for the exhibition of moving pictures, by whatever means produced, which –  

(a) are concerned primarily with the portrayal of, or primarily deal with or relate 
to, or are intended to stimulate or encourage: 

(i) sexual activity; or 
(ii) acts of force or restraint which are associated with sexual activity. 

(b) are concerned primarily with the portrayal or, or primarily deal with or relate 
to genital organs or urinary or excretory functions. 

 
Admittance: no persons under the age of 18 years will be allowed on the premises. 
 
Notwithstanding anything stated below every application received by Knowsley Council 
for a Sex Establishment licence will be considered on its individual merits, however, an 
applicant will need to show good reason as to why this policy statement should be 
departed from. 
 



STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 
(1) There is a presumption against granting a Sex Establishment licence to any person 

seeking to operate from premises located within 300 metres of: 
 

a) Churches or other places of religious worship; 
b) Schools; 
c) Pre-school facilities; 
d) Children clubs; 
e) Children’s playgrounds;  
f) Areas where it has been established that children regularly congregate. 
g) Areas predominantly residential;  
h) Community meeting places; 
i) Community leisure places; 
j) A Public building open to the general public; OR  
k) A conservation area within the meaning of the Town and Country Planning 

Acts. 
 
(2) There is a presumption against granting a sex establishment licence to any person 

seeking to operate from premises located within 500 metres of similarly licensed 
premises unless it can be established that the goods or services offered differ, or 
that there is a substantial unmet demand for those goods or services. 

 
(3) The above is in addition to the prescribed grounds for refusal of an application for a 

Sex Establishment licence set out in paragraph 12 schedule 4 Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982. 

 



GUIDANCE NOTES 
 

Do I need a licence to run a Sex Establishment? 

 
Yes, unless; 
 

 The establishment is used only for the sale, supply or demonstration of 

articles primarily used for or related to birth control, or; 
 

 The Council has waived the requirement of a licence. 
 

How do I apply for the grant, renewal or transfer of a licence? 

 
1. The Council has discretion whether or not to grant a licence for the use of any 

premises, vehicle, vessel or stall to be used as a Sex Establishment. A 
licence, however, cannot be granted to: 

 
(a) a person under 18; 
 
(b) a person who has held a licence but has been revoked within 12 

months preceding the date of application; 
 

(c) a person other than a body corporate, who is not a resident of the 
United Kingdom or was not so resident in the six months before making 
the application; 

 
(d) a body corporate which is not incorporated in the United Kingdom, or; 

 
(e) a person who has within the last 12 months preceding the date of the 

application been refused a licence in respect of the same premises. 
 

2. All applications must be made in writing on the application form which is 
available from the Licensing Office. You must return the completed 
application form to: 

 
The Licensing Service 
Knowsley MBC 
Computer Centre 
Westmorland Road 
Huyton 
Knowsley 
Merseyside 
L36 9YU 

 
3. The application must be accompanied by; 

 
(a) the fee of £1240.00. 
 
(b) Four sets of a plan to the scale of 1:50 showing the premises with the 

area to be used as a Sex Establishment outlined in red. The plan must 
also show what each room in the premises is to be used for and identify 
all entrances, exits and emergency means of escape in case of fire. 

 



(c) A Statutory Declaration(s) – Everyone named on the application form will 
need to complete a Statutory Declaration in the prescribed form. In the 
case of an application by a company a Statutory Declaration is required 
from each and every director, secretary and any other person 
responsible for the management of that company. Applications 
submitted on behalf of a partnership should be accompanied by a 
Statutory Declaration executed by each and every partner. 

 
 Statutory Declarations form part of the application and must be 
forwarded along with the application form to Merseyside Police, 
Licensing Dept, Huyton Police Station, Lathom Road, Huyton, 
Merseyside L36 9XU. Applicants should note that to make a false 
declaration is a serious criminal offence punishable upon conviction by 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years or to a fine to be 
determined by the Court or to both. 

 
 Your attention is drawn to the notes relating to the Rehabilitation of 
Offenders Act 1974, printed on the reverse side of the form of Statutory 
Declaration. These notes are for guidance only. Any person who is in 
any doubt whether or not to disclose any offence(s) should consult their 
own solicitor before completing the Statutory Declaration. 

 
 The Statutory Declaration must be executed before a Solicitor or 
Commissioner for Oaths. 

 
(d) An electrical safety certificate, not more than 3 months old, relating to 

the premises proposed to be licensed confirming the condition of all 
electrical installations and life safety systems based on the models 
given in BS 7671, BS 5839 and BS 5266, issued by a registered 
NICEIC Approved Contractor, shall be furnished to the Licensing 
Service prior to the grant or renewal of a licence. 

 
An Electrical Safety Certificate signed by the licensee and/or applicant is 
not acceptable. 

 
Failure to furnish a satisfactory Electrical Safety Certificate prior to the 
application being considered by the Licensing Sub-Committee will result 
in the application being declined. 

 
(e) Any other written submission you wish to make to the Council. 

  
4. The application has to be advertised in either the Liverpool Daily Post and/or 

Liverpool Echo for one day only within 7 days of the date of the application. 
Proof of this advertisement will be required from you and you must send a copy 
of the advertisement to the Licensing Office at the address above. A specimen 
copy advertisement accompanies the application form. 

 
5. There must also be placed on or near the premises to be licensed, for the 

whole period of 21 days from the date of the application, a notice advertising 
the application and the right to object to it. A suitable form of notice is attached 
to the application form. Where an application is in respect of a premises the 
notice must identify those premises but if the application is in respect of a 
vehicle, vessel or stall the notice shall specify where it is to be used as a Sex 
Establishment.  



 
A check will be made to see that the notice is displayed for the whole of the 
required period. After the period has elapsed you must return, to the Licensing 
Office, the certificate authenticating the display of the notice and the press 
advertisement. 
 

6. While the application must be dealt with without undue delay, please note that 
it cannot be considered until after 28 days have elapsed from the date of the 
application for the purpose of the receipt of any objections to the application. 

 
Where the Council receives notice of any objections the authority will provide 
the applicant, in writing, with the details of the general terms of the objection 
before considering the application. 
 
When the consultation period for objections has elapsed applications for the 
grant of a licence will be considered by Licensing Sub-Committee. The 
applicant, their legal representative and any objectors to the application will 
be invited to make representations. All parties will be notified in writing of the 
date, time and location of where the meeting will be held. 
 
If you do not propose to be legally represented, you may choose to bring 
forward another person to speak on your behalf. 

 
7. If the licence is granted it will be subject to conditions which you must comply 

with at all times. 
 
8. During the application process the Council will consult with the following 

Departments/bodies: 
 

(i) Merseyside Police 
(ii) Mersey Fire and Rescue Service 
(iii) Knowsley MBC Department of Regeneration and Development 

(Quality Control and Planning Services) 
(iv) Knowsley MBC Environmental Health & Consumer Protection  

(Noise Pollution and Health & Safety) 
(v) The Local Ward Councillors 
(vi) The appropriate Parish/Town Council. 

 
Officers from the above Department/Bodies who advise the Council will visit the 
premises. Each officer will have an identity card, which they will produce on 
request. 

 
9. If you require any further advice or assistance then please contact the 

Licensing Service on 443 3038. 
 

 



PRESCRIBED PRESS NOTICE 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

APPLICATION FOR A SEX ESTABLISHMENT LICENCE 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1982 PART II, 

SCHEDULE 3 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT I/WE (FULL NAMES) 
 
 
APPLIED ON (Date) 
 
TO Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council 
 
In respect of the premises known as  
 

Under the provisions of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 

1982, Part II, Schedule 3, for a licence to use the following premises as a “Sex 

Shop” 
 
Any objections to this application must be sent in writing to: 
 

The Licensing Service 
Knowsley MBC 
Computer Centre 
Westmorland Road 
Huyton 
Knowsley 
Merseyside 
L36 9YU 
 

Not later than 28 days after the date of this application, stating the grounds of 

objection. Objectors will not be revealed to the applicant(s) unless the 

objector(s) agree in writing. 
   
 
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT ...............................………………………………………... 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
DATED ......................................... 
 
Note: This form is recommended for the text of a newspaper advertisement for the 
purpose of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1982, Part II, 
Schedule 3. 



PRESCRIBED PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

APPLICATION FOR A SEX ESTABLISHMENT LICENCE 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1982 PART II, 

SCHEDULE 3 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT I/WE (FULL NAMES) 
 
 
APPLIED ON (Date) 
 
TO Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council In respect of the premises known as  
 
 
 

Under the provisions of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 

1982, Part II, Schedule 3, for a licence to use the following premises as a “Sex 

Shop” 
 
Any objections to this application must be sent in writing to: 
 

The Licensing Service 
Knowsley MBC 
Computer Centre 
Westmorland Road 
Huyton 
Knowsley 
Merseyside 
L36 9YU 
 

Not later than 28 days after the date of this application, stating the grounds of 

objection. Objectors will not be revealed to the applicant(s) unless the 

objector(s) agree in writing. 
   
 
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT ...............................………………………………………... 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
DATED ......................................... 
 
Note: This notice must be displayed continuously on, or near the premises to be 

licensed, where it can be read by the public outside the building, for a period of 
21 days from the date of the application. 

 
 

 


