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Discover 
Knowsley at 
Christmas

Finding adoptive
families 

Prescot Soccer and 
Leisure Centre

W about the new Prescot Soccer 
and Leisure Centre and an article 
highlighting the benefits of using 
credit unions - there is something for 
everyone.
 
So I hope you enjoy reading the 
magazine and that you and your 
families have a happy, healthy and safe 
Christmas and New Year.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

Many of you will already have been out 
and about in Knowsley getting into the 
festive spirit and even with the big day 
only weeks away, there are still lots of 
great events and things to do in the 
run up to Christmas (pages 13 to15 
and What’s On guide on pages 28
& 29).
 
As always, the magazine also includes 
lots of great local news including the 
winners of this year’s Good Neighbours 
in Knowsley Awards, information 

Your views
If you have any comments, please 
contact Knowsley Council’s 
Communications team.

Knowsley News
Knowsley Council
Huyton Municipal Buildings
Archway Road 
Huyton L36 9YU
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Knowsley News is also available 
via podcast on the council’s 
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Front cover:
Winter wonderland
in Kirkby
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Stay safe, warm and well

hether it’s planning your 
Christmas party, buying 
gifts for your loved ones or 

stocking up on treats to make your 
Christmas dinner extra special - it’s a 
busy time. So to make everyone’s lives 
easier we’ve included some useful 
hints, tips and advice (pages 22 & 
23 and throughout the magazine) to 
help you stay safe, warm and well this 
winter.
 

With the dark nights and the colder weather really starting to bite, this time of year 
can be really challenging for people especially the elderly or those living alone. 

Whatever your circumstances we hopefully will have some advice and support 
throughout the magazine to help you and your families stay safe and keep
warm and well.

It could be advice on what vaccinations you may need to
get through the winter months (page 4) or information 
about what we are doing to keep our roads moving during 
the bad weather (page 7).

Also, with Christmas and New Year just around the corner, 
we’ve included advice and tips (pages 22 & 23) that will help 
you through the festive season. This includes important 
information about when our customer services are available 
over the Christmas holidays (page 2). 

Remember, while you may be enjoying the festivities there may be 
elderly neighbours or relatives that might need your help during the winter months. 
So do your bit to spread some festive cheer and drop by to check they are ok.

Contents

Welcome to the latest edition of

At this time of year, plans and 
preparations are already well 
underway for Christmas.

Prize for
young
cycling
fans
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Pledges make an
impact

As you know, the council made six 
key pledges to the community of 
Knowsley in 2012.  In setting these 
goals, the council considered what 
really mattered most to residents 
and prioritised its work accordingly. 

Quarterly reviews are undertaken to 
chart the progress being made but 
already some of the work is starting to 
make a real impact in the borough.
 
You will see stories throughout this 
magazine celebrating good news and 
achievements that come as a direct 
result of the council’s efforts to deliver 
these pledges. 

If you need to get in touch with the council over the festive period, please be 
advised that opening times and days will vary due to bank holidays etc.

Opening times and days are as follows:

Normal opening hours for all services will resume from Thursday 2 January 2014.

For ceremony availability at the Register Office over the Christmas period,
please ring 0151 443 2900.

Remember you can also access a wide range of customer services through the council’s website.

Festive opening hours

Sheena Ramsey, Chief 
Executive of Knowsley 
Council commented,

Two young cycling 
fans were thrilled 
to win brand new 
bikes after watching 
Sir Bradley Wiggins 
racing to victory in 
the Tour of Britain. 

Mollie Haslan, a Year 6 pupil at
St Luke’s Catholic Primary in Prescot, 
and Sophie Watterson, in Year 5 at 
Stockbridge Village Primary, won 
after taking part in a cycle safety 
competition at the event at Knowsley 
Safari Park. 

The aim was to spot all the mistakes 
being made by a cyclist in a picture, to 
help promote messages about safer 
cycling.  

As well as new BMX bikes, the 
girls also received helmets and bike 
accessories. 

The competition was run by Knowsley 
Council’s Road Safety Team, who run 
Bikeability cycle training in all Knowsley 
schools.

Wheely 
good
prize
for
young
cycling
fans

The stars from Knowsley’s 
communities were recognised for 
their kindness towards others in 
this year’s Good Neighbours in 
Knowsley Awards.

The awards gave people the 
chance to say thank you to that 
special someone who might 
go the extra mile to help their 
neighbour or make their local 
community a better place to live. 

From helping a neighbour 
do the gardening, to hosting 
coffee mornings for the local 
community, residents were 
nominated for a wide variety of 
reasons.

The nominees were whittled 
down to five winners, with 
one also being chosen as the 
‘Borough Winner’.

The ‘Good Neighbours’ were 
treated to afternoon tea with 
the Mayor of Knowsley, Cllr Brian 
O’Hare, before being presented 
with their well-deserved Good 
Neighbours in Knowsley glass 
award and certificate. 

Cllr Ron Round, Leader of 
Knowsley Council, commented,

The Good Neighbours in 
Knowsley Awards were 
organised by the Knowsley 
Partnership.

This year’s winners 
were:

• Molly Spencer, Huyton

• Margaret Breen, Kirkby

• John Stock, Kirkby

• John Fletcher, Cronton

• Ritchie Maher, Halewood

• Borough Winner: John Stock

PLEDGES
TO YOU
OUR

Closed

      Whether it is the establishment of the Knowsley Youth 
Mutual (page 16) or the good news that 200 more young people 
are being helped into work through the Apprentice scheme 
(page 7), our pledges are really starting to mean something to the 
people of Knowsley. 

We know that there is still a great deal of hard work ahead of us 
but it is a good to see some of our efforts starting to make 
a difference.

      The Good Neighbours 
in Knowsley Awards are a 
fantastic way to recognise 
those in the local community 
who make a real difference 
to others.

We have a strong community 
spirit here in Knowsley and 
it’s great to be able to say 
thank you to those special 
people in the borough.

What’s hot What’s hot
PANTONE 376 PANTONE 294

Knowsley
celebrates its
Good Neighbours
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The completion of the project was 
celebrated with a family open day on 
Saturday 12 October, with free football 
coaching sessions and fun sports 
activities for all the family.

Since the pitches opened in July, users 
have been flocking to use the facilities 
and are delighted with the quality of 
what is on offer. The centre offers state-
of-the-art third generation (3G) pitches 
which have all the characteristics of 
playing on grass. 

The Knowsley Junior 
League has chosen 
Prescot as its preferred 
location and the adult 
soccer leagues - with 
online fixtures, results 
and squad management 
- are now in full swing 
too. 

Pitches are available to book now with 
discounts available to FA affiliated teams.

The centre’s new fitness suite is equipped 
with the latest fitness machines, including 
treadmills, cross-trainers, rowing machines, 
bikes, and power-plates as well as a training 
area with kettlebells, TRX suspension 
trainers, battle-ropes, medicine balls and 
much more! 

Memberships start from as little as 
£13.50 for peak access, with early bird 
offers available.  

With changing facilities, a fully licensed bar 
and café plus free on-site parking, Prescot 
Soccer and Leisure Centre is the place to be.

Call 0151 443 2200 or visit
www.activeknowsley.com for more 
information or to find out more about 
joining a league, visit
www.prescotsoccercentre.co.uk

Good news for Prescot Museum 

The soccer and leisure centre on Warrington Road,
Prescot is now complete and memberships are going fast.

In its first year as part of the new 
Prescot Centre, Prescot Museum has 
attracted more than 20,000 visitors. 
What’s more is that recently, it 
has also retained its full museum 
accreditation standard too.

This award demonstrates that the 
museum meets the high standards set 
for museums throughout the UK and 
confirms its position as a ‘must-see’ 
attraction in the borough. 

The museum underwent a full 
accreditation assessment
before receiving the award - which 
took more than a year to complete.

If you haven’t already visited the 
museum there has never been a better 
time to pop along and see what it 
has to offer. Located at the heart of 
the town centre on Aspinall Street, 
admission to the museum is free and 
it is open from 9am to 5pm Monday 
to Friday, as well as 9am to 3.30pm on 
Saturday.

As well as a range of objects 
celebrating Prescot’s watch making, 
cable and coal mining history, there are 
a range of exciting exhibitions - see our 
‘What’s on’ guide on pages 28 & 29 for 
more details. 

Prescot Soccer
and Leisure Centre

Public Health professionals in 
Knowsley are asking residents 
to check that they have had 
the two doses of the MMR 
vaccine. Contact your GP to 
arrange a vaccination.

If you are unsure if your child 
has received the vaccine, check their ‘red 

book’ or call your GP.

Alternatively, if your child attends a Knowsley 
secondary school, they will be invited to take 
part in the school immunisation programme.  

Adults working with children and young people 
are also advised to get the vaccination to protect 
them from catching and passing on these 
unpleasant illnesses. 

Measles in particular is a highly 
infectious disease and spreads 
easily through coughing and 
sneezing. The most effective 

protection against measles 
is full immunisation with 
two doses of the MMR 

vaccine.  

What’s hot What’s hot

STOP benefit cheats 
Knowsley’s Counter Fraud team is asking for your help in 
stopping benefit cheats.

Since April, over £360,000 of falsely claimed benefits have been 
identified thanks to anonymous tip-offs.

In addition, £166,000 is being recovered from a couple who falsely 
claimed benefits by failing to declare they were not just landlord 
and tenant, but living together as a married couple.

If you have information about anyone falsely claiming benefits, 
telephone us anonymously on 0800 0730 532 or
email fraud@knowsley.gov.uk 

Free vaccinations against seasonal flu 
are now available for people aged 
65 and over, pregnant women and 
for people in certain risk categories 
– these include people with heart 
and chest problems, kidney disease, 
lower immunity, liver disease, 
diabetes, neurological conditions, 
spleen problems or those who have 
previously suffered a stroke. 

Also, GPs will be inviting children aged 
two and three years for an annual 
spray flu vaccine as part of the NHS 
childhood vaccination programme.

Remember, seasonal flu peaks 
between December and 
March, so it’s important 
you get your jab 
today before flu 
starts to circulate - call 
your GP to make an 
appointment.

For further information  
on vaccinations, visit  
www.nhs.uk

Seasonal flu

Are you up to date with your jabs?
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Eat well
with
Eat well

with

What’s hot What’s hot

More than one million families are part of 
Change4Life - have you signed up? 

Change4Life is encouraging residents to sign up to their latest campaign which 
starts in January - just in time for your New Year’s resolutions!  It encourages 
people to eat more healthily by reducing salt, fat and sugar in their family’s diets. 
 
Becoming healthier as a family is easier than you think and 
Change4Life has lots of ideas to help you do this.

Whether it’s swapping to healthier foods, doing more physical 
activity or cutting back on portion sizes, Change4Life has 
ideas, recipes, games and tips to help the whole family get 
healthier and happier - plus the good news is, it’s free to join!

To find out more and join Change4Life, visit
www.nhs.uk/Change4Life or telephone 0300 123 4567.

The council’s road gritting and 
snow ploughing service covers 
around half of Knowsley’s 
roads. 

Details of the routes covered 
can be found on the council’s 
website.

And the award goes to

...again
Stockbridge Village

Cllr Dave Lonergan, Knowsley 
Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Regeneration, Economy & Skills 
commented,

Residents in Stockbridge Village will 
know better than most the impact 
that regeneration can have. In recent 
years, they have seen their village 
centre completely transformed thanks 
to a multi-million pound programme 
delivered by the council and its partners.

Now it seems that this transformation is not 
only attracting praise from the people using 
the new facilities but also from national 
organisations that are recognising the quality 
and impact of the project. 

Most recently it’s the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors that have provided their 
stamp of approval by giving Stockbridge 
Village their North West Regeneration  
Award 2013.

This is the latest in a long line of similar 
awards from organisations such as the 

Chartered Institute of Housing, Civic 
Trust, the Home Office, National 
Housing Federation and even the 
Royal Horticultural Society. 

Keep up-to-date with the latest 
winter gritting activity across the 
borough by following
@knowsley_roads on Twitter or 
Knowsley Council on Facebook.

During the winter months, the council 
will be issuing regular updates when 
its fleet of gritting vehicles - or snow 
ploughs - takes to the streets. 

Entrepreneurs make a fresh start
30 new businesses have been 
established in Knowsley this year 
thanks to business start up grants from 
Fresh Start.

Fresh Start supports local 
entrepreneurs offering advice and 
granting funding of between £200 
and £800 to eligible businesses, with 
the possibility of an additional £1,000 
grant which is offered once agreed 
growth milestones are met.

This year, Fresh Start has issued more 
than £14,000 in funding to new local 
businesses, helping to create 32 jobs.

Support into work
Almost 700 residents have started new 
jobs this year thanks to support from 
the council’s Knowsley Works service, 
while many more have improved their 
skills through training and personal 
development.

This year, the council has doubled the 
number of jobs available from the 
Knowsley Apprentice programme. 
200 young people who were not in 
employment, education or training will 
have started an apprenticeship by April 
next year, setting them on the road to 
a successful career.

There is also support available for 
young people who need some help 
writing their application forms or 
preparing for interviews.

For young people who wish to 
continue their study at Knowsley 
College, the council is funding their 
travel to college, with more than 700 
taking up the offer this year. 

To find out how Knowsley Works could 
help you, contact them on
0151 443 5010 (Huyton office) or 
0151 443 4780 (Kirkby office).

Supporting business investment
Helping existing businesses to expand 
and invest in the borough is helping 
create jobs for local people.

This year, Knowsley’s Business Support 
Team have helped local companies 
secure more than £150,000 in 
business development grants which 
have created at least 86 new jobs and 
protected 45 existing jobs.

And Knowsley remains a popular 
place for businesses to invest – during 
2013 more than £10m was invested 
in the borough by companies, creating 
almost 800 jobs. 

      We always knew that we 
wanted to achieve something 
really special here, but to 
have been able to deliver on 
our promises and for those 
efforts to be recognised is just 
wonderful. 

What’s even more exciting 
is that the facilities we have 
provided will last beyond 
current generations and be a 
real legacy for the area and 
the people that live there. 
That’s what real regeneration 
is all about!

PLEDGES
TO YOU

OUR

If you are looking for a career change, have just left education or have been unemployed
for a long time, the council may be able to help.

So, whether you want to find out more about apprenticeships, or are an entrepreneur wanting to set 
up your own firm, Knowsley is open for business!

www.knowsley.gov.uk        0706 www.knowsley.gov.uk

Keeping on the move

Helping people into jobs



A premier
day out
Pupils taking part in the Knowsley 
Children’s University got a rare 
glimpse behind the scenes at a 
Premier League football club. 

The children, from primary and 
secondary schools in the borough, 
were invited to Everton to see the 
effort which goes into a successful 
match day. They found out how the 
club manages media, security, catering 
and community departments before, 
during and after the match. 

The group enjoyed a tour around 
Goodison Park and even got to 
meet some of the players, with 
stars including Phil Jagielka, Steven 
Pienaar and Huyton-born Tony Hibbert 
stopping to chat and pose for pictures 
with the young people. 

For more information on Knowsley 
Children’s University, visit the national 
website www.childrensuniversity.co.uk 
or call 0151 477 8586.

What’s hot What’s hot

Finding a smaller 
property
If you are a tenant in social housing 
and have been affected by the 
government’s welfare reforms, 
remember that our Property Pool 
Plus scheme may be able to help 
you.

Local housing associations advertise 
their vacant properties on the website 
and allow you to register an interest in 
suitable properties.

The scheme is helping residents who 
need to move to a smaller property to 
avoid paying more money through the 
‘bedroom tax’.

Visit www.propertypoolplus.org.uk

Celebrating
Knowsley’s
sports and
cultural achievements

If you’re thinking about how to 
pay for last-minute Christmas 
gifts, or even starting to plan for 
next year, make sure you consider 
the best options for credit.

Payday loans may seem like a 
simple solution, but they can 
quickly lead to problems. If you 
can’t find the money for this 
month’s payment, will you be able 
to find it for the next? If you do 
not make the repayment, your debt 
will be ‘rolled over’ with even more 
interest added.

Loan sharks can sometimes appear 
to be an attractive option, but 
they operate illegally and add 
frightening amounts of interest on 
to your repayments.

Contact Enterprise Credit Union on
0151 482 0177 or 
www.enterprisecreditunion.org

If you have concerns about your 
finances, you can get free local 
advice from:

Knowsley Citizens Advice
Bureau on 0845 1221 300

KUC on 0151 548 0001

Getting the
‘right’ credit

John Lloyd receiving the Lifetime Achievement award from Beth Tweddle

Help to renovate 
your empty 
property
If you own an empty 
property in Knowsley, a new 
scheme could help you bring 
it back into use.

The council is taking part in an 
initiative which allows owners 
to take out a secured loan to 
renovate the property to make 
it habitable.

You are eligible if you are 
over the age of 18 and own a 
property which has been empty 
for six months or more. You 
can apply for up to £15,000 at a 
fixed 5% interest rate.

That means you will be able 
rent out the property and 
reduce the problems caused 
by empty homes in our 
communities.

For more information, please 
telephone 0151 443 5837.

Your local credit union can offer 
affordable, legitimate loans and 
savings accounts. 

Compare the cost of borrowing 
£350 from a payday lender and 
a credit union.

Payday lender
You’ll repay £460,
a whopping £110
interest for the 30
day loan.

Credit union
You’ll spread the cost
over six months with
monthly payments of
£62.  You’ll only pay
£24 interest.

PLEDGES
TO YOU
OUR

Olympic gymnast Beth Tweddle 
was on hand to help Knowsley 
residents celebrate the 
borough’s sporting and cultural 
achievements at a special 
awards ceremony. 

The Sports and Cultural Awards 
2013 recognised outstanding 
achievers and performers. Among 
the prize winners were volunteers, 
sports coaches, school sports teams, 
sports clubs and even people 
who’ve fought back from illness 
to achieve.  This year’s awards 
also recognised cultural talents, 
with awards being presented to 
performing artists, visual artists and 
artistic groups.

The award winners were:-
• Lee Mangan (Junior Active   
 Achiever of the Year)
• John Tyrrell (Adult Active   
 Achiever)     
• Acting Up (Leisure and Culture  
 Community Group of the Year)
• St Laurence’s Primary School  
 Years 5 and 6 (School Sports   
 Team Achievement of the Year) 
• Jade Harrington (Young   
 Performing Artist of the Year) 
• Judith Guabadoa (Adult   
 Performing Artist of the Year)  
• Samantha Scotland (Young   
 Volunteer of the Year) 

• Lesley Southern (Adult   
 Volunteer of the Year)   
• Ian Hewitt (Adult Visual Artist  
 of the Year)    
• Faye Levey (Young Visual   
 Artist of the Year)  
• Dave Kenny (Coach of
 the Year) 
• Everton Swimming    
 Association (Club of the Year)
• EnChord (Artistic Group of
 the Year)  
• Emily Russell (Young   
 Sportsperson of the Year)  
• John Lloyd (Lifetime    
 Achievement Award)    
• Debbie King (Outstanding   
 Contribution to Health and   
 Wellbeing through Leisure and  
 Culture) 
 

Councillor Eddie Connor, Knowsley 
Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Leisure, Community and Culture, 
said,

       The event was truly 
inspirational and it 
demonstrated the exceptional 
talent and commitment 
towards sports and culture we 
have here in Knowsley. 
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What’s hot Regenerate Knowsley

Local GP and chair of Knowsley CCG
Dr Andy Pryce added:

      We want to ensure patients who 
need to see a GP the same day can 
benefit from the increased capacity to 
help cope with the extra demand we all 
know comes during the colder, winter 
months. 

Please remember the majority of 
common complaints such as back pain, 
coughs, colds and sore throats can be 
treated by your pharmacist but your 
GP can help with illnesses that are 
persisting and causing you concern.

10 www.knowsley.gov.uk

Patients in Knowsley are being 
reminded that they are able to 
access same day GP appointments 
throughout the winter period. 

Knowsley Clinical Commissioning 
Group (made up of local GP practices) 
has made available additional GP 
appointments to provide: 

• Same day appointments
• Same day home visits for high risk  
 or vulnerable patients

Available Monday to Friday, 8am to 
7pm, if you need an appointment, just 
call your GP’s practice number.

Patients are reminded they can still see 
a GP outside practice hours by calling 
the out of hours service. Just ring your 
GP practice.

Kirkby Market is the place 
to visit for your last-minute 
Christmas gifts.

The popular temporary market 
is open 9am to 4.30pm every 
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
and then every single day from 
Thursday 19 December until 
Christmas Eve.

Meanwhile, construction work 
on the new £2.5m Kirkby Market 
is progressing well.

Unfortunately, there were some 
issues in the manufacture of the 
market stalls, which are being 
built off-site and then brought 
to the market when they are 
finished.

However, the contractor has 
now addressed those issues and 
assures us the market will be 
completed and ready to open in 
March 2014.

The fantastic new Kirkby Centre is set to open its doors in the New Year.

The building has undergone a £5m transformation to provide a wide range of 
community facilities in a modern and welcoming environment.

The Kirkby Centre will open as planned in February 2014 and will include a new One 
Stop Shop, library, Knowsley Works, gallery, café and community meeting room. 
The new-look building also houses, public toilets, a ‘Changing Places’ changing 
and toilet facility and specially designed facilities for the Kirkby Adult Disability Day 
Service.

Christmas
at Kirkby 
Market

Kirkby Centre set to open

Kirkby regeneration
It’s an exciting time for Kirkby. Plans are moving forward for the town 
centre regeneration and work is also beginning to make improvements to 
Knowsley Industrial & Business Park. 

More GP appointments
available this winter

Boost for Knowsley Industrial 
& Business Park
As we told you in the last 
edition of this magazine, the 
council is investing £6m to make 
improvements to the park. 
 
Already in 2013, businesses including 
Marks and Spencer and B&M have 
invested more than £1.3m there, 
creating 212 jobs and safeguarding a 
further 71.  Matalan is currently building 
its new headquarters on the park which 
will create another 1,000 jobs.

With our help, five businesses were 
awarded Business Development grants 
totalling £141,436 and through this, 
these businesses will create 75 jobs and 
safeguard a further 41. 

And there’s more: 

• We are replacing all signage with a  
 fresh new look 

• Enhancements are being planned  
 for the A580 East Lancs Road,  
 improving road, cycling and   
 pedestrian access
  

• The Merseyside Connected project
 will provide superfast broadband to
 businesses on the park - more   
 information is available at
 www.merseysideconnected.org 

• Work has begun to improve the  
 general appearance of the park 

• We have invested over £400,000 in
 the park’s green spaces, to   
 encourage public use

• We are improving security by   
 investing in new CCTV cameras with  
 automatic number plate recognition  
 and we have upgraded the street  
 lighting 

• Knowsley Business Watch has been  
 re-launched, in partnership with the  
 Knowsley Chamber  

For more information please visit
knowsley.gov.uk/kip or call
0151 443 4031.

Last month, the business community of Knowsley gathered together to recognise and 
celebrate their achievements at the Knowsley Business and Regeneration Awards.

The distinguished annual event 
was once again held at the Grand 
Marquee at Knowsley Safari Park 
and was attended by more than 
500 people.

The awards ceremony continues 
to become bigger and better each 
year and acknowledges individual 
and business success with awards 

such as Business of the Year, 
Innovation Award, Employee of the 
Year and Regeneration Award. 

We would like to thank all of the 
sponsors, from Knowsley and 
beyond, who have provided their 
support to make this year’s event 
possible. 

You can see the full details of 
sponsors, winners and photographs 
from the evening online at
www.knowsley.gov.uk/
knowsleybusiness  

Knowsley’s business success

The market pods in production off-site
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Shop local this
festive season
Don’t forget your local town centre for all your 
festive shopping this Christmas. 

With a great selection of shops and traders, there really is a fantastic 
choice, from gifts for the children, decorations for the house and food 
and drink for all those family feasts.

Huyton, Prescot and Kirkby town centres are within walking distance 
for many residents and are easy to get to using public transport. And, 
with free car parking every Saturday in December, it will be even more 
convenient and enjoyable compared to the hassle of a city centre.

Over the Christmas period, festive lights will decorate all three town 
centres to help get you in the holiday mood!

Free
parking

Don’t forget your Knowsley 
Discount Card this Christmas! 
It will help you save even more when 
you shop in your local town centre. 
If you don’t already have a card, 
you can pick yours up from any of 
the council’s One Stop Shops, leisure 
centres or libraries. 

As well as our town centres, 
Kirkby Market has a fantastic 
range of stalls and is open every 
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
from 9am to 4.30pm. 

In the run up to Christmas, the 
market will be open every day from 
Thursday 19 December, including 
Christmas Eve, so why not take 
advantage and pick up some last 
minute Christmas bargains? There 
will also be family activities every 
Saturday including a tombola 
with gift vouchers to spend in the 
market and a chance to win a flat 
screen TV on Christmas Eve. 

Also, look out for special shopper 
offers and promotions during 
December!

Free car parking in council 
car parks every Saturday in 
December in Huyton, Kirkby 

and Prescot town centres

The THI Partnership Board is now established. The Board consists of local councillors, local business 
representatives including the Chamber of Commerce, Prescot Town Team, Knowsley Hall, and 
heritage interest representatives such as Prescot Heritage Hub, Shakespeare North and the North 
West Heritage Skills Academy.

It will meet regularly to review the overall plan for Prescot and the THI building grant applications.  

The Heritage Lottery Fund awarded £1.85 million to the Prescot Townscape Heritage 
Initiative (THI) – a five year project which will repair, restore and improve Prescot’s historic 
town centre.

The THI is progressing well with a number of developments:

THI Partnership Board

Leyland Street completed
Anyone who has been to Prescot town 
centre recently may well have seen the 
completed improvements to Leyland 
Street.  New stone pavements, road 
surface, trees and lighting have given the 
conservation area a real lift.    

Building grants
The North West Heritage Skills 
Academy, based in the borough, 
will work on the skills, training 
and apprenticeship elements of the 
THI.  They will deliver courses in 
traditional building skills, including 
lime plastering, brickwork, timber 
frames and slate roofing.

For further details on the Academy’s courses, 
visit www.northwestheritageskills.org

To find out more about Prescot THI’s 
training and employment opportunities, 
visit www.prescotthi.org.uk 

Heritage Skills
The owners of 18 different historic buildings in the town centre 
have expressed an interest in THI grants to repair, restore and 
re-use historic buildings. Of these, 13 have been identified by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund as priority buildings. These buildings will 
provide 14 new homes in the town centre by re-using the empty 
upper floors of retail premises.    

The applications are at different stages of the process but the first building 
projects should start in the spring.  The buildings are on Eccleston Street, 
Market Place, Atherton Street and High Street.

For the latest updates, visit www.prescotthi.org.uk/blog

The proposed
improvements
to 11 Market
Place
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Discover Knowsley
   this Christmas

Christmas is just around the corner and there are lots of 
fantastic festive events for all ages to enjoy in Knowsley.

And remember it’s not just the human residents of the 
borough who will be having a very merry Christmas – 
our very famous neighbours at the safari park are really 
enjoying the festive period too, as these lovely pictures 
show! 

Fans of Take That are in for an 
unforgettable night when Progress 
Live, a tribute act, comes to The 
Huyton Suite. 

The evening will be packed full of 
the biggest hits of one of the best 
boybands of all time – what more 
could any fan want for Christmas?
Tickets are £15, and the evening 
includes a hot supper. 
Call 0151 443 3761 to book 
or visit www.wegottickets.com  

For a Christmas night out with 
real sparkle, try Dance Fever at 
Knowsley Safari. 

Every night up to and including 
Christmas Eve a giant marquee 
will host glamorous balls with 
entertainment provided by music 
and dance from around the world, 

The season of celebration includes lots of top quality 
entertainment for grown-ups too. 

from hip hop to street, salsa to 
tango. 

Guests will enjoy a glass of bubbly 
on arrival, a delicious meal, 

Charity Fun Casino and dancing 
until 1am. 

For more information visit 
www.jdparties.co.uk

Why not celebrate New Year’s Eve in style at 
The Huyton Suite with a sumptuous four course 
meal and top quality entertainment?
 
This year’s spectacular features The Promotions, a brilliant 
soul and Motown trio, with a touch of comedy. So bring 
your nearest and dearest and dance the night away! 

The evening starts at 7pm, with dinner served at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are priced at £40 per person and are available by 
calling 0151 443 3761 or visit www.wegottickets.com 

Welcome in 2014
The Jolly Old Elf will be welcoming 
guests to breakfast on Saturday 21 and 
Sunday 22 December, from 10am to 
12 noon. Tickets are £10 per child 
(not included in admission price). 

And to top it all off you’ll 
enjoy an enchanting Santa 
Express train ride ending at 

Santa’s grotto where children will get a 
special gift to take home.

The Santa Express and grotto will be 
open on various dates until Christmas, 
entrance to the grotto is £5 per child. 
Check the website for details - 
www.knowsleysafariexperience.co.uk 

Get up close to Santa 
at Knowsley Safari
This Christmas many children will never forget 
the experience of having breakfast with Santa at 
Knowsley Safari.
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Schools join
life-saving
scheme
As you will know from the last 
edition of this magazine, every 
Knowsley school now has its 
own life-saving defibrillator 
thanks to a council initiative. 

The scheme is supported by the Oliver 
King Foundation which was set up in 
memory of 12 year old Oliver King who 
sadly died at his Liverpool school in 
2011 from Sudden Arrhythmic Death 
Syndrome (SADS).

The Knowsley initiative was launched 
at St Andrew the Apostle Catholic 
Primary School in Halewood at the start 
of the autumn term. 

The school was presented with its 
defibrillator by Oliver’s father, Mark 
King, and Sheena Ramsey, the Chief 
Executive of Knowsley Council.

During the launch, staff, children and 
parents listened to a presentation on 
the importance of defibrillators by 
Zaf Iqbal, Liverpool FC’s doctor.

The children then launched 61 blue 
balloons from the playground, each 

balloon representing a Knowsley school 
receiving a defibrillator through the 
scheme.

Mark King said, 

        It’s fantastic news that 
Knowsley Council is ensuring that 
each school will have fully trained 
staff who can use a defibrillator 
and all schools in the borough will 
now have the much needed access 
to life saving equipment.

Alongside this fantastic initiative, 
children across Knowsley are also being 
given first aid training. 

The project is being carried out at 
every school in the borough by Primary 
First Aid and will give each child basic 
essential skills.

A Huyton teenager had 
the winning touch – in a 
competition to launch a 
new school meals payment 
system.

Paul Toner, from Huyton Arts 
and Sports Centre for Learning, 
won a Kindle Fire in a prize draw 
for young people signing up for 
Knowsley’s new Biometrics system. 
Paul was one of seven winners 
across Knowsley. 

The new system – introduced to 
replace payment by smart cards 
– involves pupils paying for their 
meals, or registering for free 
school meals, with the touch of a 
finger tip.

Thousands of pupils at Knowsley’s 
secondary schools have signed up 
for the new scheme, which means 
students don’t need to carry cards 
or cash or remember PIN numbers. 
Queuing time is also reduced.

Paul with (L-R) head teacher, Stuart Jamieson, 
Director of Neighbourhood Delivery John 
Flaherty and Cllr Graham Morgan, Knowsley’s 
Cabinet Member for Neighbourhood Delivery.

Enterprising future
for youth services

On the road to a successful career
Students as young as 14 are working on the logistics of 
their future careers at schools in Knowsley.

Youth services in Knowsley will soon be delivered in a new way, after the council 
and staff working for its youth service voted to set up a new social enterprise.

Students Stephen Pointon, 
James Robinson, Ryan 
McCarthy, James Higham 
and Lewis Pryor, who are on 
the logistics training course, 
with trainer Kim Harrell from 
Langdons. 

A group of students from Halewood Academy and All Saints High School in Kirkby are 
studying towards industry recognised qualifications which put them in the driving seat for a 
future career in transport planning, delivery or storage of goods.  

Each of the students will receive 160 hours of teaching time towards the Chartered Institute 
of Logistics and Transport Level 1 and Level 2 qualification. They will also benefit from 
work experience placements, gaining relevant experience and valuable 
employability skills. 
  
Once completed, the students will be given the opportunity to apply 
for a number of apprenticeships being made available by leading 
logistics company Langdon Industries.

Known as Knowsley Youth Mutual, 
it will continue to deliver all of the 
current services for young people, 
including youth clubs, after school 
activities, awards programmes and 
health and relationship support and 
advice. 

The new set up is intended to protect 
the jobs of the 80 youth service staff 
who work for the council and the 
current services for young people, 
which might otherwise be at risk 
because of government cuts to local 
authority funding.  

Cllr Eddie Connor, Knowsley Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Leisure, 
Community and Culture said,

John Dobson, a Young Advisor in the 
service said,

        The new organisation will put 
the needs and wants of local young 
people at its heart as they, along 
with staff, will have ownership of 
the new business.

Becoming a mutual means any profits 
made will be used to further its social 
purpose – in other words, invested 
back into the provision of services for 
young people in the borough. 

Knowsley Youth Mutual will be able 
to access other funding and trade its 

services on the open market, allowing 
it to generate more income. 

The council will remain a key partner in 
the venture as it establishes itself as a 
community owned business and it will 
be fully operational by April 2014.

This is the first such venture in the 
North of England and one of the first 
in the United Kingdom. 

       Developing the Knowsley Youth Mutual enables us to ensure 
continued delivery of quality services that meet young people’s needs 
and improve their life chances.

It is also in-keeping with one of the council’s key pledges to residents – 
to help the set up and development of community owned businesses.
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New partnership 
launched to help
find more adoptive 
families

We can help you find out more and 
understand what adoption would 
mean for your family.

The council has teamed up with Halton 
and Cheshire West & Chester councils to 
form Together4Adoption. Our aim is to 
work together to improve the possibilities 
of finding the right families for the 
children currently in our care. 

The collaboration was officially 
launched at a regional event in 
Manchester as part of National 
Adoption Week, which is held every 
year to raise awareness about adoption 
and encourage more people to come 
forward to adopt.

Together4Adoption is a “one stop” 
way to find out all you might need to 

know about adoption. We want to 
tackle the myths about who is eligible 
to adopt and provide you with answers 
to the many questions you are bound 
to have about the whole process.

Our experienced staff have been 
helping people to adopt children 
for many years and will provide you 
with plenty of support. We will work 
with you throughout the process of 
becoming an adopter and beyond, 
making sure you’re ready to take a 
child into your home and family.

There is no such thing as an ideal 
adoptive parent. Just as every child 
hoping to be adopted is unique, 
adoptive parents are all very different, 
with a range of life experiences and 
backgrounds.

The collaboration is looking for families 
for single children and sibling groups 
from a variety of backgrounds and 
ranging in age from very young to 
school age. 

Some of the children may have 
disabilities or complex needs and some 
will have experienced difficult times. 
However, all of the children need 
loving families and care to secure their 
futures.

If you think you think you might have 
what it takes to adopt, get in touch 
with the adoption team in Knowsley 
on 0151 443 3958 or for more 
information visit 
www.together4adoption.co.uk

Could you offer a loving home to a child? 
Could adoption be the way forward for you 
and your family? 

Volunteer to save energy this winter

Volunteer Centre Knowsley is on 
the look out for volunteers who 
will be trained to provide energy 
saving advice and practical help to 
residents over the winter months.

The volunteers will attend a short 
training session called ‘Mining for 
Cold’ where they will learn energy 
saving tips. They will then be 
encouraged to find a volunteering 
opportunity enabling them to put 
their new-found skills to good use 
– and make a real difference in the 
community.

Money saving advice will include 
information about switching energy 
suppliers. Around  84% of people 

Would you like to help people keep warm and save on their energy bills this winter?

This is to make sure that all eligible 
voters in your household are registered.
It is very quick and simple to confirm 
your details. If there are no changes 
you can register by telephone, online 
or by text message, using the details 
and security codes printed on your 
form.

If you need to make any changes to 
the details, please write the changes on 
your form and return in the pre-paid 
envelope provided.

Being on the Council Tax register does 
not automatically mean you’re included 
on the register of electors.

As well as enabling you to vote, 
the register of electors is used by 

companies to confirm 
your details when 
you apply for loans 
or mobile phone 
contracts etc. If you 
don’t register, you 
could miss out on 
credit as well as 
being able to have 
your say in elections. 
Don’t lose your vote!

If you have any 
problems completing 
your form, please
call the helpline on 
0151 443 2222.

Registering to vote

awarded a £20,000 Community 
Legacy Fund from E.ON to continue 
the work of the Community Energy 
Fit scheme.

Anyone interested in getting 
involved can contact Jim Nixon on 
0151 489 1222 or email 
Jim.Nixon@knowsleycvs.org 

have not switched energy supplier 
in the last year, missing out on 
savings as high as £158. 

Volunteer and training co-ordinator 
Jim Nixon said,

Knowsley Community and 
Voluntary Services (KCVS) has been 

By now, your household will have 
received a voter registration form as 
part of the annual canvass. 

       With energy bills increasing 
each year and fuel poverty 
becoming a reality for many 
households, it’s vital that people 
are made aware of ways of 
cutting costs.
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Investing in
mental health

January offers at

There will be many young people 
in Knowsley living with someone 
who isn’t their parent or a close 
relative. A teenager might be living 
with their boyfriend or girlfriend’s 
family, or children could be living 
with a family friend following a 
family crisis. These situations are 
examples of private fostering.

If this is the situation with your child 
and it lasts for more than 28 days, 
you are legally required to inform the 
council. This is to ensure you will be 
able to access support and advice for 
your child and their carer, as well as 
ensuring your child remains safe 
and well.

To find out more, visit the council’s 
website, telephone 0151 443 2600 
or email knowsley.accessteam@
knowsley.gov.uk

Over the next two years, £450,000 
will be invested into delivering a 
range of initiatives to improve the 
mental health and wellbeing of 
residents in Knowsley.

The programme includes activities such as 
befriending and bereavement support to reduce 
loneliness and isolation.

Other activities include promoting the five ways 
to wellbeing – small steps that can lead to 
improvements in people’s mental health – such as 
being active, learning a new skill or simply telling 
someone how much they are appreciated. 

Specialist training will also be given to health and 
council staff who have close contact with the 
general public. 

The training will equip them with the skills to 
identify the early signs of emotional issues and offer 
advice and support before they develop into more 
severe mental illness.  

As the programme develops further details will be 
available on the council’s website.

Book any of the following taster treatments for just £15 
throughout January

• full body spray tan
• full body exfoliation
• express facial
• Swedish back massage
• Aroma scalp massage
• express manicure
• express pedicure

Other offers:

3 for 2 on all Decleor face and body courses

Book a Decleor Aroma Detox Body Wrap for £45 and receive 
an express facial FREE! 

Better yet buy a course of three body wraps and only pay for 
two saving you £45.  Plus, pick up one of our loyalty cards 
and collect a stamp every time you spend £25 or more.  

For more information call us on 0151 443 2580 or 
email thespa@knowsley.gov.uk 
Visit www.thespaknowsley.co.uk 
Follow us on twitter @thespaknowsley 
or Facebook.com/thespaknowsley  

Use your loyalty  
card to claim cash 

discounts, free skin 
analysis, or even 
a free massage or 
express manicure

Recycling is on the up!
Since the new service was launched in 
early October, Knowsley has seen an 
encouraging increase in the amount 
of waste it recycles – with more 
grey recycling bins being put out for 
collection than ever before. 

And with householders stocking up for 
their festive celebrations, Christmas will 
give us a great opportunity to recycle 
even more!

A big ‘thank you’ to all our residents who have ensured the introduction of the 
new ‘Week in, Week out’ waste collection service has helped to boost recycling. 

Look out for details of changes to your waste collections over 
the festive season on the council’s website and on bin tags 
distributed to every household.

Collection of additional waste 
Maroon bin collections between 21 & 28 Dec:   
We will collect all side sacks.

Grey bin collections between 30 Dec & 4 Jan 2014:  
We will only collect additional recycling in clear plastic sacks 
or cardboard boxes.

Suspension of the Green Waste service
The green waste (blue bin) collection service will resume week 
commencing Monday 24 February 2014. Please contact the 
Environmental Helpline on 0151 443 2400 for more information, 
or visit the council’s website.

Prize 
winners

Householders pledging to recycle for 
Knowsley are the lucky winners of Kindle 
Fire tablets in our free prize draw.
Hundreds of residents signing up for the 
pledge were entered into the draw 
– with 18 Kindle Fires up for grabs.
Six winners were selected at random with 
a further 12 being given away during 
November and December. 

Here are some top recycling
tips to help us have a
greener Christmas...
Remember you can recycle:
• Wrapping paper – except foil paper. Don’t forget to fold 
 it flat and remove labels, tags, bows and sellotape 
• Christmas cards – except hand crafted cards
• Glass bottles, jars, drinks and food cans
• Flattened cardboard boxes – remove any plastic and 
 polystyrene packaging 
• Please don’t put plastic bags in your recycling bin

 
You can recycle your real Christmas trees between 
Saturday 28 December 2013 and Sunday 12 January 2014 at:

• Halewood Park 
• Stadt Moers Park, Whiston 
• Millbrook Park Millennium Green, Kirkby 
• Court Hey Park, Huyton 
• Holy Family Social Club, Cronton

Waste collections over
the festive period
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As always, there are lots of things 
you can do and advice and support 
available to you. Whether it’s 
making sure you are up-to-date 

with your flu jab, tips on how to 
keep your home warmer or even 
advice on how to ensure you stay 
safe on your Christmas night out.

You can also find helpful advice on 
the council’s website in a handy 
‘be prepared for winter’ guide.

Eat well
Don’t let a bout of food poisoning spoil your 
Christmas this year! 

Our Food Safety team suggest you follow these tips 
when cooking your turkey:

• Defrost the turkey thoroughly before you cook it
• Wash your hands and surfaces thoroughly after contact with 
 raw meat
• Check your turkey is cooked through by sticking a skewer into its 

thigh and making sure the juices run clear
• Allow your turkey to cool before you put it in the fridge
• Use your leftovers within three days

Make your
home more
energy 
efficient

Stay safe, warm
  and well this winter

Stay warm

You
• Wrap up warm by wearing lots of 

thin layers
• Consume hot drinks throughout 
 the day
• Keep as active as you can and move 

around to keep your body warm

Your home
• Think about having cavity wall 

insulation and / or loft insulation 
fitted

• Knowsley residents may be eligible 
for free boiler and heating repairs -

 ring 0151 443 5817 to find out more
• Use quilted curtains to cover 

draughty windows

TOP TIPS
Stay healthy
• Your local chemist is your first point of contact for coughs, colds and 

other common winter health problems 

• If you don’t normally pay for a prescription, sign up to the Care at 
the Chemist scheme – you’ll get free advice and medicines for a range 
of minor health problems without having to go to the doctors for a 
prescription 

• Ensure you are up-to-date with your jabs – flu vaccinations are 
available for over 65’s, pregnant women and some people with other 
health conditions and the new shingles jab is also available for people 
aged 70 years and 79 years only 

With Christmas almost here, temperatures are starting to dip 
and the flu season is beginning to take hold. At this time of year 
it is more important than ever to do what you can to make sure 
your families stay safe, warm and well. Safe 

Travel
If you are using taxis to 

travel this Christmas, 

there are some things to 

look out for to stay safe:

Why not think about what you could do to make 
your home more energy efficient and reduce your 
fuel bills? Help and advice is available...

Energy Saving Advice Service   0300 123 1234
Impartial advice

Knowsley Council Energy  0151 443 5817
Efficiency Officer
Energy efficiency advice and support

Save Energy Advice Line    0800 043 0151
Advice on saving energy and reducing your fuel bills

The Home Heat Helpline    0800 33 66 99
Grants for free home insulation and reduced tariffs from energy 
suppliers

Health Through Warmth   0151 639 4308
Advice for people who have illnesses that can be made worse by 
cold and / or damp living conditions

• Official licensed vehicles will have 
a licence plate at the rear, with 
an individual number and licence 
expiry date

• All drivers should wear a 
photograph ID badge, with 
another on display inside the 
vehicle

• In black cabs, an illuminated 
sign showing the vehicle licence 
number should be on display

• If you flag down a private hire 
vehicle on the street, you are not 
insured if you are involved in an 
accident

• It is a good idea to agree a fare 
with the driver before you set off 
in a private hire vehicle

Stay safe, warm and well Stay safe, warm and well
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Your neighbourhood Your neighbourhood

Contact us
You can ring the Kirkby

office to tell us about incidents of
anti-social behaviour, litter problems
or anything else you think we could

help sort out.

Telephone: 0151 443 4166

Terry, 27, who spent more than 150 
hours volunteering with the Everton in 
the Community soccer sessions across 
Kirkby, has now been offered a job as a 
coach with the project.

Since its launch in January, the 
coaching  – a partnership between 
community groups, the council, 
Everton in the Community, Your 
Housing Group and Liverpool Housing 
Trust (LHT) - has gone from strength to 
strength. Hundreds of young people 
regularly attend the evening sessions 
in Towerhill, Westvale, Southdene and 
Northwood.

As well as building youngsters’ soccer 
skills, the project is committed to 
creating job opportunities for local 
people.

Terry, from Westvale, who has his 
sights set on a career in football 

management, works alongside Everton in 
the Community Youth Worker Anthony 
Witterick, from Southdene, who was one 
of the first successful candidates on the 
Knowsley Apprentice programme.

Kirkby

Kirkby dad Terry Latham has good 
reason to celebrate the first anniversary 
of a successful football coaching project.

New play space for Bluebell ParkContact us
You can drop into the Huyton

office to tell us about incidents of anti-social 
behaviour, litter problems or anything else 

you think we could help sort out.

You will find us at the One Stop Shop,
Municipal Buildings, Archway Road, 

Huyton L36 9YU
Telephone: 0151 443 3047

Huyton

Jamie Bowen, chef at the council’s 
Huyton Suite, followed in the 
footsteps of his famous namesake by 
staging a cooking demonstration for 
children at Hope Primary 
School in Huyton. The youngsters then had the chance 

to sample the dishes – and try 
cooking the dishes themselves in the 
classroom.

He showed the pupils how 
to cook with vegetables 
grown in the school allotments – 
demonstrating how to prepare them 
and create tasty, healthy dishes. 

Jamie’s demonstration in the school 
kitchen was filmed and relayed to 
all the pupils watching in the hall. 

Jamie puts healthy 
eating on the menu
A council chef has taken the healthy eating message 
to local primary school pupils.

Youngsters from Park Brow 
and Stockbridge Village 
primary schools were among 
the VIP guests at a major 
Hindu festival in Huyton.

The pupils and Knowsley Mayor 
Cllr Brian O’Hare were invited to 
the Durga Puja festival. During 
the visit the guests sampled the 
prayer, singing, dancing and 
dining on offer.

Organised by the Bengali 
Association of Merseyside and 
North West England, the festival 
is one of the biggest events in 
the Bengali calendar, attracting 
thousands of Hindus from across 
the country. 

The festival has been held in 
Knowsley since 1979 and is 
England’s only major Durga Puja 
celebration outside London.

Thank you to volunteers

All creatures 
great and small

Children sample 
Hindu festival

The work of volunteers who help out with activities for children and 
families across Huyton was recognised at a ‘thank you’ event at Huyton 
Children’s Centre. 

The volunteers were presented with certificates of achievement and treated to 
pampering sessions.

Nathan Kelly, Lilly Shaw, Selvi Yakar and Dylan Taylor with chef Jamie and their pasta ragu

Pet lovers 
across Huyton 
visited Sawpit 
Park for a 
‘Blessing of the 
Pets’ event.

Pupils from Park View and Stockbridge 

Village primary join local dignitaries at 

the festival

More than 200 
locals came 
along with their 
pets – including 
dogs, cats, and 
rabbits – for 
the blessing by Canon Malcolm 
Rogers from St Gabriel’s Church. 
They were joined by the mounted 
police and charities The Dog’s Trust and 
The Apple’s Trust.

Photo: Canon Malcolm Rogers at the blessing event

Park View pupils Abbi McClymont and Callum Mayers pictured with some of the festival food 

Local volunteer honoured 
with Diana Award

Gearing up for success

The Diana Award was established in 
1999 as a lasting legacy to Diana, 
Princess of Wales’ belief that young 
people have the power to change the 
world.

All Saints Catholic High School is 
driving ahead with a partnership 
with one of the most successful 
businesses in the region.

The school has forged a three 
year partnership with Jaguar Land 
Rover’s Halewood plant, aimed at 
inspiring the engineers of tomorrow. 

The project, supported by volunteers 
from the plant, will include staff 
shadowing, work placements and 
engineering challenges.

Halewood Operations is also 
donating a special Freelander 2 
vehicle to the school, which 
engineering students will use as a 
learning aid.

Terry scores a top job

Towerhill teenager Chris Browne 
has picked up a Diana Champion 
Volunteer award for 2013.

The 18 year old has volunteered at 
Kirkby Youth Zone for three years and 
also helps out at Alder Hey Children’s 
Hospital.  

Joe Fogg, from Kirkby Youth Zone paid 
tribute to Chris saying, 

      He is a credit to his family 
and his community. 

Pupils, families and staff at Bluebell Park 
School celebrated the arrival of their new 
play space.

The school held a launch event for the new 
facility which has provided swings, roundabouts 
and a climbing frame that all children can use 
regardless of their mobility difficulties.  
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Contact us
You can drop into the Halewood office 
to tell us about incidents of anti-social 
behaviour, litter problems or anything 
else you think we could help sort out.

You will find us at New Hutte 
Neighbourhood Centre, Lichfield

Road, Halewood L26 1TT
Telephone: 0151 443 2175

Your neighbourhood Your neighbourhood

Halewood

Festive food and toy appeal

Spooky fun draws the crowds

Contact us
You can ring the neighbourhood
office to tell us about incidents of

anti-social behaviour, litter problems
or anything else you think we could

help sort out.

Telephone: 0151 443 5208

Free Wi-fi at 
New Hutte
Residents can get online 
for free at New Hutte 
Neighbourhood Centre.

The free wi-fi service was initially used 
by those on the ‘Keeping up with 
the grandchildren’ course, but is now 
available to the whole community.

The service has been launched thanks 
to a partnership between Torrington 
Drive Community 
Association (TDCA), 
trade union UCATT, 
Halewood Children’s 
Centre and the council.  

For more information 
call TDCA on 
0151 443 2168.

Wicked witches and ghastly ghouls greeted hundreds 
of fearless locals who braved the Hale-o-ween 
Spooktacular event.

The spooky fun included a lantern 
lit walk, costume competitions, 
bob-apple, pumpkin lantern-
making, family games and 
dancing.

Organised by Halewood 
Community Spirit and supported 

by Halewood Town Council and 
Knowsley Council, this is the 
second Spooktacular event. 

The success of the activity has 
made it a firm favourite in the 
local events calendar.

Big hearted Halewood residents will be bringing a little 
extra festive cheer to those in need this Christmas.
A joint initiative between Halewood Town Council, Halewood 
Community Spirit and the Knowsley Foodbank will give local people the 
chance to donate toys and food to a local hamper appeal. 

Residents can donate toys and a range of non-perishable food items at 
the following locations up to and including Friday 20 December, when 
they will be made up into hampers and distributed locally.  

Donation boxes will be located at:  

• New Hutte Neighbourhood Centre, Lichfield Road
• Halewood Centre, Leathers Lane
• Arncliffe Centre, Arncliffe Road

Kind-hearted youngsters at Halewood Academy will also be handing 
out Christmas food hampers to local pensioners. Pupils were asked to 
nominate people they thought deserved a hamper and donate festive 
goodies for the surprise gifts.

‘Wildlife corridor’ funding
An £80,000 funding boost will create a ‘wildlife corridor’ in woodlands 
running alongside the Knowsley Expressway from Huyton to Halewood.

The SITA Trust grant aims to provide a habitat for plants and animals. Two 
community woodland sites, known as Hillsborough Oaks and Cross Hillocks 
Woods, will also benefit from the works over the winter months.

Ice-tastic fun at Torrington Drive
The arrival of an indoor ice rink at New Hutte Community Centre gave 
local families the chance to unleash their inner Torvill and Dean.

Torrington Drive Community Association organised the event, which also 
featured a disco and refreshments, courtesy of the Green Room Café.

Major investment for Stadt Moers Park

The investment from the council and 
The Forestry Commission will restore 
woodlands and meadowlands, as well 
as improve paths, seating, signage and 
bins. 

The improvements will centre on the 
Tushingham area of Stadt Moers – 
a 92 acre site to the south east of 
the park.

Stadt Moers, Knowsley’s largest public park, is to benefit from 
a £180,000 improvement programme over the winter months. 

Cllr Eddie Connor, Knowsley Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Leisure, 
Community and Culture said,

      Improvements at Stadt 
Moers Park will transform the 
park. It is a key visitor attraction 
and the works will also help 
to attract visitors from further 
afield into Knowsley.

St Edmund Arrowsmith Centre 
for Learning has supported a 
programme aimed at helping to 
boost the employability of young 
people with disabilities.

Three trainees taking part in the 
Meadowbrook programme – an 
education and employability 
programme for disabled school leavers 
– joined the council’s parks and green 
spaces team working at the school.

During the work placement the 
trainees worked with the grounds 
team creating large planters and 
marking out a football pitch.

Clean-up at Prescot Cemetery
Prescot Cemetery has been a cleaner, greener place over the 
winter months, thanks to the efforts of the newly-formed 
Friends of Prescot Cemetery.

The group has organised regular 
clean-ups with an enthusiastic group 
of locals joining in the sweeping, litter 
picking and doing odd jobs.

The group works with the council, 
the Church of St Mary the Blessed 

Virgin and other community groups 
to improve and maintain the cemetery 
and churchyard.

Anyone interested in joining the group 
can contact Jennifer on 0151 426 2767.

The Meadowbrook programme 
is delivered by Activate Arts – a 
charity working with disabled and 
disengaged young people - and offers 
education, employability and personal 
development days. Partners include 
Knowsley Community College and 
Knowsley Youth Service.

Phoenix Nights 
is a hit
The third Family Voices Phoenix 
Nights evening of entertainment 
and fireworks has been hailed a 
great success.

Hundreds of locals attended the event 
at Bryer Road enjoying fairground 
rides, street entertainment, 
refreshments, tombolas, raffles and 
a firework display.  

The event has grown in popularity and 
become one of the largest community 
run events in the area.

Trainees Michael Whitaker, John Horkins, Ian Daly working at St Edmund Arrowsmith Centre for Learning.

Growing local 
skills

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village



What’s on What’s on

Thursday 12 December

Mayor of Prescot’s Charity 
Christmas Concert
Prescot Parish Church
7pm to 8.15pm
Featuring the South 
Liverpool Orchestra 
(Hope University), local 
church and school 
choirs. Proceeds 
donated to Prescot 
Parish Church roof 
appeal and the four 
Mayoral Charities.
Tickets £5 on the door (accompanied under
16s free)

Saturday 4 January, 1 February and 1 March

Family First 
Saturdays
Prescot Centre 
Activity Room
12.30pm to 3pm
Free, family-friendly 
fun drop-in art 
workshops.
Contact: Tina Ball 
0151 443 5617 or email tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk 

Tuesday 7 January 

Stars in your skies
Court Hey Park
7pm to 9pm
Learn about the wonders of the solar system with 
Liverpool Astronomical Society. Includes a slideshow 
presentation followed by stargazing through 
telescopes.
Contact: Ranger 0151 443 3114 or 07771 550843.

Saturday 18 January

Forest Family Fun Day
Stadt Moers Park
10am to 12 noon
Enjoy the outdoors, experience nature, explore, 
conserve, create and learn bushcraft with the 
rangers. Wear suitable clothing and book your 
place early. All ages welcome, children must be 
supervised.
Contact: Rangers 0151 489 1239

Monday 3 March to Saturday 19 April

In Focus: A solo exhibition of 
work by Halima Cassell
Kirkby Gallery
9.15am to 5pm Monday & Friday, 9.15am to 7pm 
Tuesday & Thursday, 10am to 1pm Wednesday & 
Saturday
This solo exhibition of Halima Cassell’s work is the 
first time all aspects of her sculptural works and 
vessels have been on public display together. 
Contact: Tina Ball 0151 443 5617 or email
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk 

Saturday 8 March and Sunday 9 March

Bushcraft
Saturday, Court Farm Woods, 1pm to 3pm
Sunday, Halewood Park, 1pm to 3pm
Try your hand at some new skills in the great 
outdoors. Suitable for families, children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  
Contact: Rangers 0151 488 6151

Sunday 9 March 

Postman Pat Live 
- It’s Showtime!
Knowsley Leisure & 
Culture Park
Shows at 1pm & 3pm
It’s the day of the Great 
Greendale Talent Show and 
Postman Pat has a new 
karaoke machine to deliver 
for the show, but when the 
machine breaks down, will 
the show still go ahead? 
Come and find out!  
Tickets: £12 adults, £10 
children, £40 family ticket 
(2 adults & 2 children) 
Contact: Katy McLoughlin 0151 443 5749

Friday 14 March 2014 

Dinosaur Zoo
Knowsley Leisure &
Culture Park
Show at 1.30pm & 6.30pm
Dinosaurs are brought to 
life in this interactive and 
imaginative live show, 
suitable for all the family 
(age 3+). This exciting 
show is a popular mix of 
entertaining humour and 
informative learning.
Tickets: £12 adults, £10 children, £40 family ticket 
(2 adults & 2 children)
Group offer: Buy 10 tickets, get one free  
Contact: Katy McLoughlin 0151 443 5749

Saturday 15 March

Forest Family Fun Day
Stadt Moers Park
10am to 12noon
Enjoy the outdoors, experience nature, explore, 
conserve, create, learn bushcraft with the rangers. 
Wear suitable clothing and book your place early. 
All ages welcome, children must be supervised.
Contact: Rangers 0151 489 1239

Saturday 15 March & Sunday 16 March

Create a Kite
Saturday, Henley Park, 1pm to 2.30pm
Saturday, Woolfall Heath, 10am to 12noon
Saturday, Court Hey Park, 1pm to 3pm
Sunday, KGV, 10am to 12noon
Sunday, McGoldrick Park, 1pm to 3pm
Learn how to make 
your own kite with the rangers to fly in
the park.
Contact: Henley Park 0151 489 1239, 
Woolfall Heath & KGV 07766 205541,
Court Hey Park & McGoldrick Park
0151 443 3114

Sunday 23 March

Sport Relief - The Knowsley Mile
Stadt Moers Park (meet at the Environment 
Centre)
Join us for this annual 
family fun run around 
Stadt Moers Park.  
Choose from a 1, 3 or
6 mile course. 
Register online at
www.sportrelief.com
Contact: Rangers
0151 489 1239
 
Saturday 29 March

American Family Wrestling Show
Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
7.30pm (doors open at 7pm)
Don’t miss out on this live wrestling show aimed 
at all the family! 
Tickets: Adult £10, Children 
£8, Family £34 
(2 adults & 2 children)
Contact: Katy McLoughlin 
0151 443 5749

Saturday 15 February - Friday, 21 February

Nest Box Workshop
Saturday, Court Farm Woods, 1pm to 3pm
Sunday, Halewood Park, 1pm to 3pm
Monday, Stadt Moers Park, 10.30am to 12noon
Monday, Eaton Street Park, 1pm to 2.30pm
Monday, Court Hey Park, 2pm to 4pm
Tuesday, Cronton Pasture, 10.30am to 12noon
Tuesday, Henley Park, 1pm to 2.30pm
Wednesday, Jubilee Park, 1pm to 3pm
Thursday, Ten Acre Pits, 1pm to 3pm
Friday, Huyton Wetland, 10am to 12noon
Friday, McGoldrick Park, 1pm to 3pm
Help our feathered 
friends get a good start 
for the spring and build 
them a cosy nest box. 
All equipment provided. 
Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.
Contact: Court Farm 
Woods & Halewood 
Park 0151 488 6151, 
Stadt Moers Park, Eaton 
Street Park, Cronton 
Pasture & Henley Park 0151 
489 1239, Court Hey Park, Ten Acre Pits & 
McGoldrick Park 0151 443 3114, Jubilee Park & 
Huyton Wetland 07766 205541

Saturday 15 February

Forest Family Fun Day
Stadt Moers Park
10am to 12noon
Enjoy the outdoors, experience nature, explore, 
conserve, create, learn bushcraft with the rangers. 
Wear suitable clothing and book your place early. 
All ages welcome, children must be supervised.
Contact: Rangers 0151 489 1239

Saturday 15 February 

Winter Warmer
Eaton Street Park
1pm to 2.30pm
Fun outdoor experience making hot chocolate and 
toasted marshmallows on an open fire with the 
rangers.
Contact: Rangers 0151 489 1239

Meetings in Knowsley

Useful numbers

Council 
Wednesday 11 December, 6pm 
Wednesday 29 January, 6pm 
Wednesday 5 March, 6pm (Budget meeting)
Wednesday 26 March, 6pm

Cabinet 
Wednesday 11 December, 2pm 
Wednesday 15 January, 2pm 
Wednesday 12 February, 2pm 
Wednesday 5 March, 2pm

Planning Committee 
Thursday 12 December, 6pm 
Thursday 23 January, 6pm 
Thursday 27 February, 6pm

Anti-Social Behaviour Helpline 
 0151 443 2000

Benefits (housing and council tax) 
 0151 443 4042

Births/deaths/marriages 0151 443 2900

Building control/dangerous trees 
  0151 443 2380 / 2381

Bulky household waste service 
 0151 443 2400

Business rates  0151 443 4089

Business services 0151 477 4000 
(advice, funding, recruitment and training)

Car parking enquiries 0151 443 3100

Childcare Information Service  0800 085 2022

Citizens Advice Bureau 0845 122 1300

Complaints and compliments  
 0151 443 4031

Consumer advice/Trading Standards 
 08454 040506

Council tax 0151 443 4476

Appeals Committee 
Tuesday 14 January, 10am 
Tuesday 25 March, 10am

Licensing Committee 
Thursday 27 March, 6pm

Governance and Audit Committee 
Tuesday 21 January, 4pm

Town Centre (& Districts) Committee 
Wednesday 19 March, 4.30pm

Halewood Partnership Board 
Tuesday 11 March, 6pm

Huyton Partnership Board 
Wednesday 12 March, 4pm

Kirkby Partnership Board 
Thursday 13 March, 2pm

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley 
Village Partnership Board 
Wednesday 19 March, 2pm

Overview and Scrutiny Board 
Monday 16 December, 5pm 
Monday 20 January, 5pm 
Monday 10 March, 5pm

Health and Wellbeing Board 
Thursday 12 December, 1.30pm 
Thursday 27 March, 1.30pm

Please note that the times and dates of these 
meetings are subject to change. Please check our 
website for details.

Council Tax and Benefits Fraud 
Hotline  0800 0730 532

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111

Education general enquiries 0151 443 3232

Fire/police/ambulance (emergency) 999

Government’s Consumer Direct Service 
 08454 04 05 06

Highways (including emergencies) 
 0151 443 2400

Housing Options (homelessness) 
 0800 694 0280

Job vacancies 0151 443 5000

Knowsley Community Messaging 
 0151 443 2498

Knowsley Council (general enquiries) 
 0151 489 6000

Knowsley Hate Crime and Domestic Violence 
Helpline 0800 953 4433

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) general 
enquiries 0151 290 7000

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) housing repairs  
 0500 969694

 
Merseyside Fire and Rescue Switchboard 
 0151 296 4000

Merseyside Police Switchboard 101

NHS 111 Service 111

Pest control 0151 443 2400

Planning enquiries 0151 443 2381 / 2380

Refuse collection 0151 443 2400

School attendance service 0151 443 5147

School bus pass 0151 443 5609

Social services 0151 443 2600

Social services out of hours emergency 
 07659 590081

Street lighting 0151 443 3100

Traffic signal faults 0151 443 2349

Truancy hotline  0151 777 4057 
 
For more information visit the Knowsley Council 
website or email 
customerservice@knowsley.gov.uk

Events

December 2013 to March 2014

Saturday, 18 January

Winter 
Warmer
Stadt Moers Park
1pm to 2.30pm
Fun outdoor 
experience making 
hot chocolate 
and toasted 
marshmallows on an open fire with the rangers.
Contact: Rangers 0151 489 1239

Monday 10 February to Saturday 28 June

Local Heroes,
Distant Voices
Huyton Gallery
9.15am to 5pm Monday & 
Friday, 9.15am to 7pm Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Thursday, 10am 
to 1pm Saturday
Come along to mark 100 
years since the start of the 
First World War. The displays 
include soldiers’ photographs, 
documents, medals and 
personal effects. 
Contact: Tina Ball 0151 443 5617 or email
tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk 

Saturday 15 February

Roller Disco
Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park
4pm to 6pm (families), 7pm to 9pm (over 18s) 
A fun and funky 
roller disco with 
the latest music. 
Ticket price includes 
hire of roller 
skates – personal 
roller skates not 
permitted. Under 
16s must be 
accompanied by an 
adult. Licensed bar 
available for over 
18s.
Tickets: £6 each or £20 family ticket
(2 adults & 2 children) 
Contact: Katy McLoughlin 0151 443 5749
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Includes unlimited use of all facilities and
classes at any Knowsley leisure centre.

The perfect
gift

Buy your
gift voucher now

from any Knowsley
leisure centre

Plus, join on a Gold or Silver Dedication membership 
before 31 January and receive money off vouchers 
worth £110 to spend at 

Offer available to buy until 24 December 2013 
and can be activated at any time until the end of
January 2014.

• Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park • Kirkby Leisure Centre • Halewood Leisure Centre 
• Prescot Soccer & Leisure Centre • Stockbridge Village Neighbourhood Centre


