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The Knowsley 9-14
Learning Project





Improving educational outcomes for our children and young people 
is a key priority for Knowsley Council. The Knowsley Education 
Improvement Strategy (2013 - 2016) sets out the vision for education 
in Knowsley and details the actions that are being taken over the 
next three years to realise those aspirations. The strategy highlights 
five priority areas for improvement. One of these priorities, Priority 4, 
addresses the significant variation in achievement there has been 
in different phases of education in Knowsley over recent years. 
This priority will work to ensure that all pupils make at least ‘good’ 
progress in every year of their education.  

Knowsley’s Education Improvement 
Strategy
‘Good and Striving for excellence’



Why is this important?

All children need to make good progress in relation 
to their starting point in each year of their education 
so they can fulfil their potential and achieve. It is 
much more difficult for children to catch up once they 
have fallen behind their peers than it is to maintain 
progress in every year of their education. The best 
schools have strong systems in place to swiftly 

identify when and why a child’s progress slows. 
Teachers adjust provision to respond to the identified 
learning needs and as a result children continue to 
make the progress expected over time. Ensuring that 
each pupil makes continual progress is therefore 
essential if we are to make sure Knowsley children 
attain and achieve in line with their peers nationally.

The Knowsley 9-14 Learning Project



What are the issues?

Knowsley’s data shows pupil progress slows down at 
points of educational transition, particularly between 
primary and secondary schools.  

Currently, many young people fail to continue 
with the same level of progress when they move 
to a secondary school. Knowsley is committed 
to improving pupil outcomes at KS4 and KS5 by 
strengthening the continuity of learning between 
primary and secondary school.  

As the Education Improvement Strategy sets out, this 
will be achieved by focusing on pupils between the 
age of 9 and age 14, making sure they make at least 
‘good’ progress every year. 

This needs to involve setting challenging individual 
pupil targets, including targets for those pupils who 
are in vulnerable groups and for those who are most 
able, thereby narrowing the attainment gap between 
those pupils and their peers nationally.

By strengthening the continuity of learning between 
primary and secondary school, we will ensure that 
pupil progress at KS1 and KS2 is sustained into KS3 
and beyond.

Currently, a significant number of Knowsley primary 
pupils choose to move outside the borough for 
secondary education. We must build and sustain 
confidence in Knowsley’s secondary schools 
among parents and pupils in primary education.  
Strengthening our focus on the 9-14 age group has 
an important part to play in this.



What is currently in place?

9-14 learning pathways are being developed that 
build upon examples of best practice in our primary 
schools. Through the collaborative partnerships, 
primary schools are already working more closely 
with each other, with local secondary schools and 
with external experts to help raise standards. 

Current examples of partnership initiatives include:

• Introducing programmes such as ‘Accelerated 
Reader’ across a group of primary/secondary 
schools

• Secondary schools appointing additional staff to 
teach specific subjects in cluster primary schools, 
and additional primary trained teachers to deliver 
aspects of the Key Stage 3 curriculum, such as 
maths

• Secondary and primary teachers working together 
to collaboratively develop their practice and to 
gain a shared understanding of curriculum and 
pedagogy across both settings 

• Designating staff to ensure that detailed 
information about pupils moving into Year 7 is 
shared with their new school

• Establishing cross-phase (primary/secondary) 
working groups to jointly examine, discuss and  
moderate Key Stage 2 pupils’ work so that staff 
gain an agreed understanding of pupil standards 
at the point of transition

• Co-development of a Year 6 and Year 7 curriculum 
with common elements across a secondary school 
and a group of feeder primary schools, with the 
intention of embedding this into other clusters.



How we are planning to 
develop this further

The focus is to strengthen the continuity of learning 
between primary and secondary school by focussing 
on subject progression across the 9-14 age range, to 
ensure pupils make progress in every year. This will 
be achieved through a number of carefully planned 
projects containing three broad themes:

• Pedagogical development

• Partnership working between primary and 
secondary staff

• A curriculum focus on reading, writing or 
numeracy.
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