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welcome

 Knowsley News is produced by Knowsley Council four times a year and 
distributed to all households in the borough. The next edition will be 
published in June. If you have any comments or feedback – or would like to 
write a letter for publication – please contact the editor, Gareth Roberts, at:       

what’s hot in focus4 the guidelifestyle

ONE of our aims is 
to celebrate diversity 

in the borough.
And a glance through 

the pages of this edition 
shows there really is 

something for everyone in 
Knowsley, regardless of age, race or religion.

There has been a major push by the council 
to improve sporting, artistic and technology-
based opportunities for young people through a 
programme of activities called Hustle.

It’s been a major success with thousands of 
young people trying their hand at something new.

And as the feature on pages 10-11 shows, 
there’s also plenty going on in the borough for 
older people.

The ongoing anti-racism campaign continues to 
enjoy success and gather pace with thousands of 

people pledging their support, including 
former Liverpool FC star John Barnes.

Events such as the continental market in 
Huyton have been well received and helped the 
community of Knowsley to appreciate and enjoy 
other cultures.

It’s also good to have positive role models 
for minority groups in the borough and it’s 
heartening to see people like Lauren Blake from 
Halewood doing so well with girl band Frank 
(see feature on page 21) and talking positively 
about Knowsley.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

 20  Healthy living

 21  Lauren Blake 
interview

 22  Battle of the 
bands

 23  Ask the expert

 24  Sports

 3-8  All the 
latest 
news from 
around 
Knowsley

 10  Leading 
an active 
lifestyle

 

 12  Focus on 
fostering

 14  Images of 
yesteryear

 28  What’s on 
listings

 31  Shelf Life

contents
One great magazine, four great sections

E10642 Knowsley v2.indd 2E10642 Knowsley v2.indd   2 13/9/06 2:20:10 pm13/9/06   2:20:10 pm



Liverpool legend John Barnes lends his support to the Knowsley Against 
Racism campaign, healthy food is on the menu for schools, and we 
remember some of the 1,400 activities of the summer.

Tasting the difference

what’s hot
All the 
latest 
news

AFRICAN drummers, Indian dancers, Brazilian footballers and Chinese artists have 
given the borough a diverse feel over the past year, as part of the ongoing Knowsley 
Against Racism campaign.
“The aim of all these events and activities has 
been to help wipe out racism and tackle the 
causes of prejudice in the area,” said Cllr Ron 
Round, leader of Knowsley Council. “Residents 
have really got behind the campaign. More than 
5,000 people have signed pledge cards to show 
their support.”

Residents who experience abuse can now 
report it to their Neighbourhood Wardens, who 
are trained to inform all relevant authorities and 
take appropriate action immediately. 

Victims of racist crime can call 0800 953 
44 33 to report incidents or seek advice. It’s 
a freephone number that doesn’t show up on 
phone bills.

Major organisations across the borough have 
signed up to Knowsley’s fi rst Racial Harassment 
Prevention Strategy, designed to guarantee a 
tough response to racism.

Cllr Round added: “We will continue to help 
make Knowsley a welcoming place for all people 
to live, work and visit.” 

Pledge your support online now at 
www.knowsley.gov.uk/againstracism

putting people fi rst

PIZZA PALS: Lewis Barry, nine, Kimberley Donoghue, 11, 
Joshua Adedoyin, eight, and Rachel Stevens, eight, tuck 

into a World Cup inspired pizza.

   3www.knowsley.gov.uk  
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Sure start for 
children’s centres 

Online school 
applications 
PARENTS can now apply for primary and 
secondary school places for their children 
from the comfort of their own home.

Mums and dads in Knowsley can apply 
online for Year Seven places in secondary 
school. If their child is now in Year Six 
of a primary school, they can apply for a 
secondary school place for September, 
2007. The online form is available now 
until the closing date of October 20.

Parents with children whose date of 
birth falls between September 1, 2002 and 
August 31, 2003 can apply  for a primary 
school reception place for September 
2007. The primary online application form 
is available from September 29 until the 
closing date of November 30.

The system is available 24 hours a day 
and includes helpful notes to guide parents 
through the application. The application 
can be changed up to the closing date. 
A receipt is sent out by email to confi rm 
it has been received.

Free internet access is available at 
Knowsley libraries. 

Apply online at www.knowsley.gov.
uk/schooladmissions

For help or more information call 
443 3212 or email schooladmissions@
knowsley.gov.uk

learning for all
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THE FIRST of 13 new centres 
providing a range of services for 
children and families is due to open in 
Knowsley soon.

The centres will provide for 0–5 
year olds and their families, offering 
health facilities, childcare, parenting 
support and adult education.

Staff will build on the good work 
of Sure Start local programmes, by 
helping agencies work together to 
offer children’s services. Centres will 
be based adjacent to primary schools, 
offering a range of activities such as 
post-natal support, family learning 
courses, childminder network and 
support groups, stop smoking support 
groups and help for new parents.

For further information about 
Children’s Centres call 0800 085 2022 
or visit http://www.knowsley.gov.
uk/education/ and click on Change for 
Children. For information about Sure 
Start, childcare and other services for 

children and families go to 
www.knowsleychildren.org.uk 
and www.help4me.info

Centres will be located at the 
following school sites:
Kirkby:

 St. Joseph the Worker 
 Ravenscroft 
 Westvale 
 Kirkby C of E 
 Overdale 

Huyton:
 Beechwood/Longview 
 Mosscroft 
 St Aloysius 

Whiston:
 St Leos /Southmead 
 Whiston Willis 

Prescot:
 St Mary and St Pauls 

Halewood:
 Roseheath/New Hutte 
 Holy Family/Mackets

Wilson tribute ready to go
A BRONZE statue of former Prime Minister 
and Huyton MP Harold Wilson is to be unveiled 
in Huyton Village. Sculpted by Liverpool’s Tom 
Murphy, whose work includes statues of Bill 
Shankly and Dixie Dean, the tribute is to mark 
the 60th anniversary of Wilson’s election as 
an MP. The statue, which has been paid for 
exclusively by donations, will be unveiled during 
September in the circle outside the Post Offi ce in 
Huyton. Wilson’s family, including his wife, will 
attend the unveiling ceremony.

image from 
rexfeatures

www.knowsley.gov.uk  

learning for all

what’s hot
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New  look Halewood 
to benefi t all
HALEWOOD’s  Raven Court complex is to get a £10million  
makeover. Building work starts next summer, to include a 
supermarket, shops, a council one-stop shop and a library. 
Other key community  services will also be on the site.

While construction  takes place butcher Tony Geraghty 
(Thursdays)  and a fruit and veg van (Tuesdays and Thursdays)  
will regularly visit the area. The council is offering free twice-
weekly transport  to Asda (Hunts Cross, Speke Retail Park)  
and Morrisons (Belle Vale).

Toffee star goes back to school
EVERTON defender Tony Hibbert returned to his 
Huyton roots to help a primary school offi cially open 
its new sports hall.

Teachers at St Aloysius in Twig Lane welcomed the 
25-year-old right back to the school to inspect the 
facilities and meet pupils. 

The sports hall has been adapted thanks to an 
injection of funding from the Big Lottery Fund and 
will now be used by various local community groups 
– particularly those who have diffi culty accessing 
other sports provisions.

A cure for summertime blues
The Hustle programme of events 
gave thousands of 10-19 years olds 
the chance to try everything from 
swimming and football, to water 
sports, skateboarding and DJ-ing.

August’s Knowsley Flower 
Show attracted a record-breaking 
12,000 visitors. Young people 
experienced the event’s fi rst ever 
‘Friendship Field’, which included 
performances by local bands, street 
dancers, arts and crafts, a rave tent, 
samba drumming and visual art.

The Doggy Jubilee event at 
Jubilee Park, Huyton, was a big 
success with pet health checks, 
free microchip tagging, and displays 
from guide and police dogs.

And the streets were 
fi lled with a sea of colourful 
costumes at the North Huyton 
Community Festival, with a day 
of amazing festivities including 
live bands, fairground attractions, 
arts activities and exciting 
performances. 

KNOWSLEY hosted more than 1,400 activities to beat the summer boredom blues.

Liverpool legend 
backs campaign
JOHN BARNES has shown his support for the 
Knowsley Against Racism (KAR) campaign. 

The Liverpool FC legend was at a two-day 
festival of sport, music, art and education 
hosted by the Anthony Walker Foundation in 
Sefton Park, Liverpool.

A Knowsley Against Racism stand at the 
event included an exhibition of anti-racism art 
by school children, face painting, Asian sub-
continent henna hand painting and multi-faith 
awareness educational publications. 

Barnes backed the campaign by wearing a 
‘stop racism’ badge throughout the day.

John Barnes with Gee (left) and 
Dominique Walker (right) 

putting people fi rst

   5www.knowsley.gov.uk  
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KNOWSLEY NEWS 
welcomes your letters 
about local issues, 
questions, complaints or 
compliments about council 
services and comments 
about articles in the 
magazine.
And it’s now even easier 
to get in touch – letters 
to Knowsley News are 
free! Just address your 
letters to Knowsley News, 
Knowsley Metropolitan 
Borough Council, 
FREEPOST LV6600, 
Liverpool L36 6AB and pop 
it in the post (you don’t 
need a stamp). You can 
also email your letters to 
knowsleynews@knowsley.
gov.uk

Letters 
know what 
you think…

School and the gang

Luke Burke, Danny Yates, Darren 
Beardwood, Patrick Jones and James 
Nevin, all 15, decided the grounds of Higher 
Side Comprehensive in Whiston needed a 
bit of TLC.

So the lads approached the school for 
permission to spruce the grounds at the 
Cumber Lane school. And despite soaring 
summer temperatures topping 90 degrees, 
the group worked hard, sweeping up, litter-
picking and tending to gardens.

Jo Shaw, Special Needs Coordinator 
at Higher Side, had been working with 
the boys over the summer as part of the 
vocational GCSE qualifi cation. She said: 
“The lads decided to start the clean up 
completely independently and were all very 

self motivated. A real transformation has 
been made and I am really proud of the 
commitment they showed.”

 6  

SWEEPING CHANGES: 
(l to r) Luke Burke, 
Danny Yates, Darren 
Beardwood and Patrick 
Jones. James Nevin 
was not available for 
the picture.

WHILE most pupils can’t wait to get out of the school gates for the summer 
holidays, fi ve teenagers from a Knowsley secondary school couldn’t wait to 
get back inside them!

Opening up to local art
PHOTOGRAPHS, paintings, textiles and sculptures 
by local artists were on display at Kirkby Gallery. 
The Knowsley Open featured work from across the 
borough, including past favourites such as Gordon 
Lavender, Monica Matthews and Harry Case.

The event featured a host of fi rst-time exhibitors, 
a display of work by the Roby Art Group and a 
collection of work created by hundreds of local 
schoolchildren.

safe, clean and vibrant

www.knowsley.gov.uk  

what’s hot

E10642 Knowsley v2.indd 6E10642 Knowsley v2.indd   6 6/9/06 4:24:07 pm6/9/06   4:24:07 pm



   7

Bits and bites 
on the menu
KNOWSLEY schoolchildren are tucking into the 
healthiest possible meals thanks to new technology 
adopted by the council.

The computer program has helped calculate the 
nutritional value of meals, creating a new-look menu 
for primary schools in the borough. 

Now schools will be serving up more fruit and 
vegetables than ever before, with one portion of each 
every day. More oily fi sh and a selection of breads 
and bread rolls will also be available free of charge. 
Fried foods like fi sh and chips will now only make rare 
appearances on the menu. 

Cllr David Lonergan, Knowsley’s Cabinet Member 
for Neighbourhood Delivery, said: “We are one of 
the leading authorities in terms of providing healthy 
primary school menus and have committed to invest an 
extra £160,000 this year into this very important area.”

what’s hot
Funding boost for play areas
FUNDING of £2.5million is transforming 
parts of Knowsley into top of the range 
children’s play areas. 

The Fair Share programme has benefi ted 
more than 30 locations in the borough, giving 
young people a place to meet and take part in 
sports. Funded by the Big Lottery programme, 
the new areas include a skate park in Wignall 
Park, Kirkby and a multi-user games area and 
children’s playground at Pingwood in 
Tower Hill, Kirkby.

Rocking all over Knowsley
MORE big-name acts and artists could be heading for 
the borough after the success of Status Quo’s concert at 
Knowsley Hall.

The Quo donned their infamous denims and white trainers 
and cranked up the volume in the fi rst-ever rock concert at 
the stunning home of the Earl of Derby in June.
Knowsley Hall general manager Edward Perry said: “The 
concert was a success, more than 2,000 people turned up.”
Talks are ongoing with promoters and the Hall is also keen to 
play a key part in Liverpool’s Capital of Culture celebrations 
in 2008.

healthy living

Studios are show special
YOUNG performers from Knowsley are 
being given the chance to dance at an 
award-winning studio in Northwood, 
Kirkby.

Performance Studios offers a range 
of arts classes for all ages and abilities, 
including dance, drama, crafts, stage 
make up and photography. Chair of the 
studio John Cullen said: “We provide 
access to dance and music for Knowsley 

residents and always welcome new faces.”
The Community Foundation’s Spirit 

of Merseyside Award was recently 
presented to Performance Studios for 
their outstanding work with young people. 
Proud pupils trouped on stage to collect 
the award for Best Youth Project, during a 
ceremony at Liverpool’s Crowne Plaza. 

The team are now hard at work 
fundraising, and preparing for a Las 
Vegas-themed show in October at the 
Kirkby Civic Suite. Lessons at the studios 
cost just £2 a class. For more information 
call John Cullen on 443 3540.

opportunities for all

STUDIO STARS: John Cullen with some 
of the Performance Studio’s young 
performers.

www.knowsley.gov.uk  

image from 
istockphoto
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Political giant and 
a great friend

Schools of 
the future 
A PLAN has been launched to help 
Knowsley meet the future education 
needs of children in the borough.

Future Schooling in Knowsley: 
Towards 21st Century Learning 
Environments 2006-2008 is the 
next stage in Knowsley Council’s 
drive to create world-class learning 
environments to deliver a modern 
curriculum and extended school 
services. 

The plan will also help Knowsley 
attract funding from a Government 
pot of £7billion, which has been set 
aside to create schools for the future.

The cash, if secured, will help build 
and refurbish new primary schools 
in the borough, that can offer pre and 
after school community activities.

Knowsley has already secured 
£150m to build new secondary 
Learning Centres, £6m to build an 
integrated school for primary and 
special education in Kirkby and is 
in the process of securing up to 
£17m for special educational 
needs facilities.

A full copy of the report is available 
from the Directorate of Children’s 
Services on 443 3232. It can also be 
viewed online at www.knowsley.gov.uk

LARRY devoted 51 years of his life to 
politics. After spells in the army and navy, 
he began his political career in 1955 with 
Whiston Parish Council.

He left the navy after his wife, Lena, then 
19, hitchhiked 250 miles to Portsmouth 
believing Larry would get a foreign posting. 
They were together for the rest of his life.

Larry combined working as a welder 
for British Insulated Callenders Cables 
in Prescot with his political duties and an 
insatiable desire to learn.

He studied for an Open University (OU) 
degree, graduating alongside eldest son 
Kevin, also following an OU degree, and 
youngest son Anthony, who had completed a 
degree at Lancaster University.

At 64, Larry became a Master of Political 
Science at Liverpool John Moores University. 
His thesis on Merseyside local government 
between 1966 and 1974 made special 
reference to the formation of Knowsley 
Metropolitan Borough Council, to which he 
was pivotal.

Larry was good friends with former Prime 
Minister and Huyton MP Harold Wilson and 
was the only councillor who served KMBC 
continuously since its formation in 1974.

He held a number of key roles, including 
Mayor from 1978-9 when he proudly hosted 
a visit from the Queen, but he made a 
real difference as the lead politician for 

education. Larry presided over record-
breaking rises in educational attainment in 
Knowsley that led to the borough gaining a 
national reputation for its progress. 

He was also at the forefront of the Building 
Schools for the Future programme, which 
will see all Knowsley’s secondary schools 
replaced with state-of-the-art learning 
centres. Larry said he wanted them to be 
“palaces of learning” and they will be a 
lasting legacy to his commitment to 
improving education.

When David Miliband, then Schools 
Minister and now Secretary of State for 
Environment and Rural Affairs, visited 
Knowsley in 2004 he described Larry as 
“Knowsley’s inspirational education leader”. 
Larry also forged international links, 
building a strong relationship with 
politicians in Stadt Moers, Knowsley’s 
twin town in Germany.

Larry was not interested in power 
or image. He dedicated his life to local 
government to try to make a real 
difference to people he lived and 
worked with. Knowsley has lost 
a political giant and I have lost a 
truly great friend.

Councillor Ron Round, 
leader of Knowsley Council

HIGHLY-RESPECTED local politician Councillor Larry Nolan has died, aged 76, 
after a brave battle with cancer. Here, COUNCILLOR RON ROUND, leader of 
Knowsley Council, pays tribute to his colleague and close friend.

www.knowsley.gov.uk  

Promoting disability equality
RESIDENTS can have their 
say on improving facilities 
for disabled people.

A change to the Disability 
Discrimination Act means 
that public bodies, including 
Knowsley Council, have a 
duty to promote disability 
equality. This includes 
producing a Disability 
Equality Scheme and an 

action plan with a range of 
public, private and voluntary 
sector organisations.

Residents can make 
suggestions in writing to: 
Karen Mulhearn, Chief 
Executive Directorate, 1st 
Floor, Municipal Buildings, 
Archway Road, Huyton, 
L36 9YU.
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We look at how leading an active lifestyle can help older people stay fi t 
and healthy, why becoming a foster carer changed one resident’s life, and 
how images of yesteryear are only a click away.  
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Lead an active 
lifestyle 
GETTING older doesn’t have to mean you have to be 
less active. More and more Knowsley residents are 
fi nding the borough a great place to enjoy later life.

BY VICKI GIANELLI

www.knowsley.gov.uk   10
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eing older is an 
exciting time in 
life when new 
activities and 
interests can 

bring happiness and satisfaction.
Evidence shows older people who 

have active lifestyles will live longer 
and be less likely to experience 
major illnesses. Regular exercise 
increases good cholesterol, lowers 
blood pressure, boosts the immune 
system and improves mood. It 
can also improve looks and self-
confi dence.

Life starts at 50
The Over-50s Club in Knowsley 
includes indoor bowls, badminton, 
table tennis and short tennis. The 
club runs at Halewood and Huyton 
leisure centres. Contact the centre 
direct for up to date class times. 
Halewood Leisure Centre: 443 2124. 
Huyton Leisure Centre: 443 3786

Open up to a new world
Explore new hobbies, research 
your family history, or learn how to 
email a friend or relative abroad at a 
Knowsley Library. With free Internet 
access and trained staff to show you 
what to do, it’s never been easier. 
Or attend one of the many basic 
computer skills sessions available by 
calling 443 3223. 

Have your say
If you want to infl uence decisions 
made for older people in Knowsley, 
then the Knowsley Older People’s 
Voice is the forum for you. The group 
aims to represent the views and 

needs of older people and promote 
a good quality of life for older 
residents. Membership is open to all 
Knowsley residents over 50. Contact 
the Older People’s Involvement 
Programme, Age Concern Knowsley, 
on 443 4875.

Get great benefi ts!
There are plenty of great concessions 
for Knowsley residents over the age 
of 60:

Knowsley Leisure Passports 
Get great discounts at all Knowsley 
Council leisure centres.
Merseytravel’s older 
person’s travel pass
Free travel on buses, trains and 
ferries in Merseyside. For further 
information call 709 1929.
Senior railcard 
Get a third off most railway fares. 
Available at any main railway station. 
Free passport
British Citizens born on or before 
September 2, 1929 are eligible to 
apply through the normal application 
route.
Free prescriptions and eye tests
Regardless of your income or 
savings. 

Activities for life
KNOWSLEY residents can be referred by their GPs to take up 
at least three activities a week by joining a successful health 
programme.

The Activity for Life programme includes a one-hour health 
assessment to test blood pressure, lung capacity, fl exibility, grip 
strength, weight and body fat.

Following this, participants attend a launch meeting and a 
timetable of events is issued for a 12-week exercise programme 
including aerobics, tai chi, gym, walking and swimming.

Social and fundraising activities are also regularly arranged 
by programme co-ordinators. The programme has been running 
for nine years in the Huyton and Kirkby areas of the borough and 
there are plans to expand to other localities within the borough. 

B
in focus4

www.knowsley.gov.uk  

Free TV Licence 
If you are aged 75 or over. Call the 
Post Offi ce to apply on 0870 241 6468.
Pension Credit
Contact Knowsley Council Benefi ts 
Section on 443 4042.
NHS hearing aids 
Available on free loan. Replacements 
and batteries are also free. 
Health costs 
The Department of Health leafl et HC 
11 explains your entitlement. Order 
one by calling 08701 555 455. 
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finding a 
new life
JACQUELINE Gibbons was in her 40s and certain the 
chance to mother children had passed her by. But then 
she discovered foster caring and everything changed. 

etting married 
for the second 
time, Jacqueline 
Gibbons felt it 
was too late 
in life to start 

a family, “I had no children of my 
own and I started to feel like I was 
missing out on something.” It was 
then that she and her husband 
Bernie decided to look into fostering. 

The couple, pictured top right 
had reservations at fi rst. Jacqueline 
worried whether she could ever 
truly love somebody else’s child. But 
after attending sessions with other 
foster carers and listening to stories 
of children in need, Jacqueline and 
Bernie wanted to help.

After a process which included 
training, attending groups to learn 
about children’s needs and receiving 
home visits from social workers, they 
were approved as foster carers. The 
couple have now cared for children 
from Knowsley for more than four 
and a half years.

They have made a long-term 
commitment to look after a girl from 
the age of eight until she is 18. She 
has been with them for three and a 
half years.

They also took in two boys who 
quickly settled and will also stay with 
the couple long term.

“We make a great family,” said 
Jacqueline. “I love being a mum and 

 12

Fostering: 
the facts
BY VICKI GIANELLI

A SHORTAGE of foster carers in Knowsley, 
and across the country, mean that hundreds 
of children are without a family. 

39,000 children in England are placed 
with foster carers by social services depart-
ments every year. Many eventually return to 
their families, some in days or weeks, others 
in years.

There are 150 foster carers in Knowsley, 
but the council’s Fostering and Adoption team 
are always on the look out for more. They are 
especially looking for people willing to foster 
children aged 10-18, or more than one child (so 
brothers and sisters can be kept together).

Foster carers receive annual training up to 
NVQ 3 level and are rewarded as their skills 
and experience increases. Applicants from 
all sections of the community are welcomed 
regardless of gender, marital status, dis-
ability, race, culture or religion. 

Terry Douglas, Team Manager of Knows-
ley’s Fostering Service, said: “Many different 
kinds of people are able to give children a 
secure and loving home. You do not need 
any previous experience but you will need 
patience, understanding and willingness to 
make a commitment.”

To fi nd out more about becoming a 
foster carer, call 443 3958 or email terry.
douglas@knowsley.gov.uk

looking after them. I really feel like 
they’re our children and a part of 
the family.”

But Jacqueline admits it can be 
tough at times. “We realised early 
on after a couple of meetings that 
these children will come with some 
baggage,” she said. “I have had 
children who couldn’t brush their 
teeth, they never went to bed, never 
went to school. 

“My heart just melts and I want 
to help these children. I love being 
a parent to them, seeing them 
doing well and enjoying their 
achievements. It’s great to know that 
when they leave us they will achieve 
something.”

And Jacqueline’s advice to 
someone considering fostering? 
“I’d say go for it, don’t miss out on it,” 
she beamed.

“We’ve got a new life ahead of 
us now – we go swimming with the 
children, we’re going on holiday with 
the children. It’s fulfi lled my life – 
it’s fi lled something that was missing 
and my extended family enjoys it 
and is a part of it too.”

G
BY GARETH ROBERTS

FIND OUT MORE 
www.knowsley.gov.uk/fostering 
www.fostering.org.uk
www.baaf.org.uk
www.fostering.net

in focus4

www.knowsley.gov.uk  
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“I love being a 
parent to them, 

seeing them doing 
well and enjoying 

their achievements”

www.knowsley.gov.uk  
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Digital versions of photographs 
held in Knowsley Library Service’s 
archive and at Prescot Museum now 
feature on www.knowsley.gov.uk

From bomb-damaged Huyton 
houses in World War II to a farmers’ 
outing in Kirkby dating back over 
a hundred years, the collection is 
a treasure trove of the borough’s 
heritage.

The database, arranged by 
township, is fully searchable and 
contains images from throughout 
Knowsley including Cronton, 
Halewood, Huyton with Roby, Kirkby 
and Knowsley Village.

People, places, streets, buildings, 
events – it’s all there. Graham 
Watson, Information Manager for 
Knowsley Libraries, said: “This a 
great resource for anyone interested 
in the history of the borough. 

View the DIGITAL COLLECTION 
online in three easy steps:

1. Log on to the internet (free at Knowsley libraries) 
and go to www.knowsley.gov.uk/electroniclibrary 
2. Click the electronic library link at the bottom of 
the page – this will open a new window
3. Click on Knowsley Digital Collections (if you have 
a pop-up blocker, make sure it  is disabled).

HUNDREDS of photographs charting Knowsley’s history are now available to view online. 

images of 
yesteryear 

 14

in focus4

“The collection will continue to 
grow as we are adding more and 
more photographs all the time.  If 
anyone has any old photographs of 
Knowsley hidden away in the attic 
that they would allow us to copy and 
add to the collection we would love 
to hear from them.”

Contact the Library Service’s 
Information and Heritage Team by 
telephone on 443 4365 or 482 1303. 
Alternatively, write to Information 
and Heritage, Knowsley Library 
Service, Kirkby Library, Newtown 
Gardens, Kirkby L32 8RR.

If you have any questions about 
the digital collection, or would 
like to know more about the 
reproduction and pricing policies 
for images on the database, email 
the Information Co-ordinator at lin.
rice@knowsley.gov.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk  
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How Lauren Blake went from Halewood to stardom and success with girl 
band Frank, how the best up and coming bands battled it out for a slot 
at the Mathew Street Festival, and sports news from around the borough.
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Walk this way

 20   PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

lifestyle

 20  

LOOKING for a way to relieve stress, tension and pain, increase stamina, 
develop stronger bones and muscles and all for free? Then walk this way…
Walking can help you achieve all the 
benefi ts of being physically active 
without having to buy expensive exercise 
equipment. And now Knowsley residents 
can pick up a new booklet with details 
of walking routes across the borough.

It features maps, route descriptions 
and photographs to highlight the 
scenic areas of Knowsley and the easily 
accessible network of public rights of 
way. There are a range of walks to suit all 
ages and abilities. The walking 
guide is available from GP surgeries, 
pharmacies, libraries and Knowsley 
Council’s one stop shops 
and leisure centres. 

Knowsley’s annual Walking Festival 
will also be taking place from 10am on 
Sunday, October 1.There will be two 

walks, one starting from Kirkby Sports 
Centre and the other from Halewood 
Sports Centre. Both walks will cover 
about six miles and will take about two 
hours, fi nishing at the Huyton Suite. 

Following the walks there will 
be a buffet, live music and goody 
bags for participants. Transport 
will be provided from the Huyton 
Suite, to either starting point at the 
beginning and end of the walks.

If you would like a copy of the walking 
booklet or more information about 
the Knowsley Walking Festival please 
call Susannah Jones on 285 6009 or 
email Susannah.Jones@knowsley.nhs.
uk Find out more about walking at 
www.whi.org.uk or www.walking.org

Walking: the benefi ts
 Improve heart and lung effi ciency
 Improve leg and back strength
 Improve fl exibility
  Reduce the risk of heart disease 
and high blood pressure
  Improve posture, shape and 
self confi dence
 Improve balance 
 Improve mood

www.knowsley.gov.uk  

healthy living
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memory lane

After spending the last few years 

singing in a Liverpool band, local girl 

Lauren Blake has hit the big time as 

lead singer Tasha in the hit Channel 4 

show, Totally Frank.  

With a record deal signed and an 

acting career taking off, the former 

Halewood Comprehensive pupil 

is living her childhood dream of 

becoming a performer. “When I was 

younger I would sing and dance for 

anyone who would listen and it has 

always been my dream to make it 

professionally,” said Lauren, one of 22 

girls picked from gruelling auditions 

for Frank in 2004. 

She said: “I was at Lime Street 

Station when I got the call that I was 

in the band and I screamed the place 

down! I was so pleased to be chosen 

and excited at what lay ahead.”

Lauren had every right to be excited. 

Frank’s recent successes have 

included supporting chart-toppers 

Girl’s Aloud on their tour of arenas in 

the UK. “Supporting Girl’s Aloud was 

the most amazing experience to date 

and the support and reception we got 

from the crowds was incredible. To be 

able to get such fantastic exposure 

was a great opportunity for us and so 

much fun as well, although sleeping on 

a tour bus is not recommended!”

After leaving school, Lauren joined 

local band Genie Queen and had some 

modelling jobs, but performing on 

stage was always her ambition. And 

Lauren hopes her story will encourage 

other young performers not to give 

up on their dream. She explained: 

“You have to keep going and believe in 

yourself. You will experience set backs, 

but if you work hard you’ll get there in 

the end.”
Frank’s fi rst single, I’m Not Shy, is 

in stores now along with their album, 

Devil’s Got Your Gold.

Lauren on Knowsley

Despite spending most of her time 

among the glitz and glamour of 

London’s music scene, Knowsley 

– and Halewood in particular – will 

always be home for Lauren.

She has fond memories of the 

area, “I remember strawberry 

picking when I was younger with 

my family which was so much fun. 

My mum, brother and sisters still 

live in Halewood and I come home 

whenever I can but I tend to get 

noticed a lot more these days. As a 

true Evertonian I also try and get to 

the games if I’m not too busy!”

she’s totally frank
CHASING dreams of fame, stardom and success have fi nally 

paid off for Lauren Blake, 22, from Halewood.

lifestyle

BY VICKI GIANELLI

www.knowsley.gov.uk     21
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If walls had ears, then they’d be 
ringing with the sound of Knowsley 
talent long after tonight. Why? 
Because, eight young bands and 
solo artists are here for the Huyton 
leg of the Knowsley round of 
Streetwaves.

It’s a programme of gigs and 
music workshops in communities 
across Merseyside, aimed at 
bringing exposure to young bands.

This is the fi rst time Knowsley 
has been involved in Streetwaves, 
thanks to a partnership between 
the Liverpool Culture Company 
and Knowsley’s Arts and Youth 
and Play services. 

First up is Shiver By The 
Window. Despite having a singer 
who storms onstage looking like 
Buster Bloodvessel in a Superman 
outfi t, they lose points for sticking 
to cover versions (that said, their 
punky ‘Monster Mash’ is a great 
way to kick things off). 

Anurizm are tonight’s youngest 
band, but play with a skill far 
beyond their years, while Daniel 
Ross mellows the mood armed 
only with an acoustic guitar, a 
great voice and a couple of well-
crafted songs.

Forgotten Angels raise the bar 
with their slick nu-metal riffs, but it’s 
a (twelve) bar that two-piece blues 
maestros The Voodoo Rollers are 
more than able to clear. The amp-
tearing volume, with slide guitar and 
hollering vocals, clearly sets them 
apart from the competition.

Carl Harper stakes a claim for best 
song of the night with his jazzy 
‘Disappear’, before he follows his 
own advice and vanishes, allowing 
The Johns to take over.  Initially 
suffering from sound gremlins, 
the band plod through a standard 
Scouse-rock opener before 
screaming into life with a couple of 
grittier numbers that push them 
into the reckoning. Then Diversion 
Theory brought a fantastic night of 
new music to a close, with a dark 
cover of The Cranberries’ ‘Zombie’.

Eventually, it would be the 
second round of auditions in Kirkby 
that produced the winner, Soul 
Free. The three piece – Danika 
Hayes and Bola Okunade (vocals) 
and Shegun Okunade (guitar and 
rapping) – were confi dent with 
strong original harmonies and 
huge potential.

If you want to fi nd out about 
Streetwaves or other music 
development in Knowsley please 
contact Dave Wycherley on 443 5619

 Carl Harper stakes   
a claim for best    
 song of the night 
with his jazzy  
   ‘Disappear’

WITH a slot at the Mathew Street Festival up for grabs as fi rst prize, 
the cream of Knowsley’s young musical talent were given the chance 
to shine in Huyton and Kirkby. BY NEIL CONDRON

www.knowsley.gov.uk  www.knowsley.gov.uk  
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 OVER TO YOUIf you would like a 

question answered and think a 

council expert might be able to 

help, write to Ask the Expert, 

Knowsley News, Municipal 

Buildings, Archway Road, 

Huyton, Knowsley, L39 9YU or 

email to knowsleynews
@knowsley.gov.uk

www.knowsley.gov.uk  

lifestyle

ask the expert
WITH Bonfi re Night just a couple of months away SUE KELSER, 
Knowsley Council’s Trading Standards Enforcement Offi cer, 
answers your questions about fi reworks.

Q                                                     I’m a retailer and I want to 
sell fi reworks. Do I have to 

register? And if so, who with?

A In almost all cases traders 
must be registered or hold a 

licence to store fi reworks. You also 
need one to sell fi reworks outside 
the usual fi reworks period. Periods 
when selling fi reworks without 
a sales licence is permitted are 
around Bonfi re Night, New Year’s 
Eve, Chinese New Year and Diwali. 
Applicants wishing to sell or store 
fi reworks in Knowsley will need to 
be licensed with the Fire Service 
and may also need to register with 
Trading Standards (443 4711).

Q                                                   I am organising a family 
bonfi re party and want some 

really big fi reworks to impress the 
kids. Is there a restriction on what I 
can buy?

A Regulations have restricted 
the supply of a variety of 

fi reworks to the general public.  
These include air bombs, aerial 
shells, aerial maroons, shells in 
mortar and maroons in mortar, all 
bangers, mini-rockets, fi reworks 
with erratic fl ight, some category 
two and three fi reworks which 
exceed certain size limits and all 
category four fi reworks.

Q                                                   Is there anything I can do if 
I’m concerned about retailers 

selling fi reworks to children?

A It is illegal to supply adult 
fi reworks and sparklers 

to anyone under 18. Responsible 
retailers should always ask for proof 
of age. It is also illegal for anyone 
under 18 to possess adult fi reworks 

in a public place. If you know a 
retailer is selling to children report 
this to Trading Standards.

Q                                                     I have cats and dogs that are 
frightened by fi reworks. What 

can I do to make bonfi re night better 
for them?

A Keep them indoors, close the 
curtains and turn on the TV or 

radio for background noise. Leave 
your cat to take refuge if it wants to 
– trying to tempt it out could cause 
more distress. 
Exercise your dog during the day 
– never walk it while fi reworks 
are being let off. If your pets 
are particularly prone to stress, 
seek advice from vets as they can 
help with sedatives and calming 
pheromones.

Stay safe
•   If you buy fi reworks, always make sure 

they are marked with BS7114
•   Don’t drink alcohol if setting off fi reworks 

and keep guests who are drinking alcohol 
well away from fi reworks and bonfi res

•   Keep fi reworks in a sealed box or tin and 
use them one at a time, replacing the lid 
immediately

•   Never put fi reworks in your pocket
•   Read the instructions carefully, using a 

torch or lamp - never use a naked fl ame
•   Light fi reworks from a safe distance using 

a taper or a fi rework lighter
•   Stand well back and never return to a 

fi rework after it has been lit
•   Ensure children are well supervised
•   Never throw fi reworks
•   Take care of sparklers, wear gloves to hold 

them and dispose of sparklers in a bucket 
of water as soon as they are fi nished. Never 
give them to children under fi ve

•   Never use petrol or paraffi n to start a 
bonfi re

•   Loose clothing can easily catch alight and 
should never be worn near any fi re

•   Do not throw discarded fi reworks 
onto bonfi res

•   Remember it is now illegal to fi re fi reworks 
after 11pm and before 7am.

   23
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New look for Huyton gym
HUYTON Leisure Centre’s gym is 
undergoing a £162,000 transformation, 
to include new equipment and a state 
of the art monitoring systems.
The gym closed for refurbishment 
on September 4 and is scheduled to 
re-open on October 14. Juice FM will 
broadcast from the centre as part of 
the relaunch.
Gym members are due to be invited on 
October 9 for a personal re-induction.
Dates are subject to building works. 
Please check on 443 3786.

 24   

Teams from the borough took on 
competitors from Halton, Liverpool, 
Sefton, St Helens and Wirral at the 
competition, which took place in 
Wavertree, Liverpool. Now in its 15th 
year, the games offer many young 
people (aged nine to 18) their fi rst 
experience of competing in a high-profi le 
competition. Events included athletics, 
hockey, basketball, football, gymnastics 
and cricket.

In Knowsley, there is no shortage of 
budding sports men and women, and 

would-be youth games competitors 
played in various leagues, competitions 
and trials in order to qualify to represent 
the borough at their chosen sport. 
Knowsley Council worked in partnership 
with schools and clubs during the 
run up to the games, to help increase 
participation from young athletes. 

Cheryl Holder, who manages the 
Knowsley Sports Development Team, 
said: “We simply couldn’t do it on our 
own. We have forged strong working 
relationships with many schools and 

sports clubs in the borough who not only 
get involved in the Merseyside Youth 
Games but offer year round coaching 
and competitive opportunities to help 
young people achieve their full sporting 
potential.

“A big thank you goes out to all the 
schools that have entered tournaments 
throughout the year and to the teachers 
and parents for supporting their children. 
Thanks also to the many volunteers who 
have been involved and sports clubs for 
providing their support.”

Youth Olympics Youth Olympics 
 a big hit a big hitMORE than 500 young people from 

across Knowsley tested their sporting 
skills against neighbouring boroughs 
in the Merseyside Youth Games.

lifestyle

Young golfers swing into action
MORE than 100 young golfers took to the green for 
Knowsley’s annual Junior Open at Bowring Park, Huyton. 
In the Offi cial Handicap Golfers net section, 15-year-old 
Calvin Wise from Netherton – a member of Bootle Golf 
Club – was overall winner, with a net of 58. 
The winner in the Offi cial Handicap Gross section 
was Joe Murray, 17, from Whiston – a member of 
Bromborough Golf Club – with 70. 
Meanwhile, Christopher Halliwell, 15, from Bowring 
Park, was the winner in the non handicap golfers 
category and Aiden Ellis, 11, from Knowsley Village, won 
the Cadet Section Under 12s (11-hole competition) with 
a score of 55. 

www.knowsley.gov.uk  

TEE FOR THREE: Declan 
Fishwork - green top, Matthew 
Morris, brown top and Alex 
Brimage, blue top.
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lifestyle
Liverpool at home 
in Knowsley

Friendship through football 
KNOWSLEY and Liverpool successfully hosted their very 
own World Cup with more than 450 matches played by 
football teams from around the world.

Youth Olympics 
 a big hit

www.knowsley.gov.uk  

LIVERPOOL FC will increase its links 
with Knowsley from the start of the new 
football season.

 Halewood = Halewood 
Leisure Centre
Huyton = Huyton Leisure 
Centre
Kirkby = Kirkby Sports 
Centre
Scotchbarn = Scotchbarn 
Leisure Centre, Prescot

MONDAY
Boxing: Kirkby 5pm
Ju Jitsu: Halewood 6pm, 
Huyton 7pm
Karate: Kirkby 6pm
Kick boxing: Kirkby 8pm

TUESDAY
Athletics: Kirkby 6.30pm
Boxing: Kirkby 5pm
Junior Football Coaching: 
Huyton 6pm
Karate: Halewood 8pm
Kick boxing: Halewood 
7pm, Huyton 8pm
Taekwondo: Kirkby 7pm

WEDNESDAY
Boxing: Kirkby 5.30pm, 
Halewood 6pm
Cycling: Kirkby 5.30pm

Ju Jitsu: Halewood 7.30pm
Kick boxing: Kirkby 8pm
Kuk Sool: Huyton 8pm
 
THURSDAY
Athletics: Kirkby 6.30pm
Boxing: Kirkby 5pm
Ju Jitsu: Halewood 7.30pm
Karate: Huyton 7pm, 
Kirkby 7pm.
Kick boxing: Halewood 
6.30pm, Huyton 8pm
Taekwondo: Kirkby 7pm

FRIDAY
Boxing: Kirkby 5pm, 
Halewood 6pm 
Ju Jitsu: Huyton 7pm,
Halewood 8pm
Junior Basketball: 
Halewood 7pm
Kuk Sool: Huyton 7pm

SATURDAY
Archery: Halewood 1.15pm
Junior Badminton: Huyton 
12noon
Karate: Huyton 11am

Contact 
numbers:
Halewood: 
443 2124
Huyton: 
443 3786
Kirkby: 
443 4404
Scotchbarn: 
443 4643

Knowsley action guide

The Anfi eld club’s £10 million youth academy is 
already well established in Kirkby. But the club 
will raise its profi le in the borough even further, 
with Liverpool Ladies FC playing fi rst team and 
reserve fi xtures at Valerie Park, the home of 
Unibond Premier League side Prescot Cables.

The team competes in the FA Women’s Premier 
League Northern Division and boasts a mixture of 
talented youngsters and experienced 
internationals in its ranks. Last season Liverpool 
Ladies reached the FA Women’s Cup semi fi nals 
and achieved runners-up spot in the league.

Sylvia Gore, Knowsley’s Women’s Football 
Development Offi cer, said: “After a number of 
years of playing at venues in Wirral we are 
delighted to welcome this team to the borough. 

“Women’s football has gone from strength to 
strength in recent years and we hope the move to 
Prescot will attract many more Reds fans to come 
along and support the ladies.”

The team is run on a day-to-day basis by 
independent and voluntary 
staff but receives excellent 
support from its illustrious 
parent club, most notably 
through the use of the 
excellent facilities at 
Kirkby for training.

Liverpool Ladies also 
run a 20-week centre of 
excellence course for girls 
aged nine to 15 with the aim 
of producing players that can 
progress into the senior 
squad. For more 
information visit 
www.lfcladies.net

China, France, Canada, Germany, 
Finland, Iceland and the Republic of 
Ireland were among the countries 
represented in the week-long 
Liverpool-Knowsley International 
Youth Soccer Tournament.

Now in its 11th year, the event 
featured some eye-catching 
matches but also gave young 

players from across the globe the 
chance to visit some of England’s 
top attractions including Alton 
Towers, Liverpool Football Club 
and Manchester United.

Cllr Eddie Connor, Knowsley’s 
Cabinet Member for Leisure, 

Community and Culture, 
said: “We are proud to be 

part of this fantastic event 
which uses football to promote 

friendship between young people 
from different cultures and 
backgrounds all over the world.

“Integration through sport is a 
great way for young people to get 
together and develop themselves 
personally and professionally.”

Knowsley Youth (Dallas 
Cup Squad) won the Under 18 
competition. Visiting teams 
enjoying success included Dijon 
FCO (France U12 Boys), Stella 
Maris FC (Rep. of Ireland U13 Boys) 
and Mei Long (U14 Girls China). 

More than 85 teams of 
youngsters aged between seven 
and 10 played in the fourth 
Liverpool-Knowsley Mini Cup at 
Knowsley Council’s King George V 
Sports Complex, Huyton.
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Useful numbers
Benefi ts 
(Housing and Council Tax)
443 4042
Births, Marriages 
and Deaths
443 5210
Business Rates 
443 4089
Business Services
(Advice, Funding, 
Recruitment and Training)
477 4000
Children’s 
Information Service
443 5633
Complaints and 
Compliments
443 4031
Consumer Advice/
Trading Standards 
443 4711
Council Tax 443 4476
Council Tax and Benefi ts 
Fraud Hotline 
0800 073 0532
Dangerous Buildings/
Structures/Trees 
443 2380

Education General 
Enquiries 
443 3232
General Enquiries
489 6000
Highways 
(including footways 
and street lighting)
443 2400
Homelessness 
290 7190
Housing General 
Enquiries 
443 5834
Housing Repairs 

(Knowsley Housing 
Trust East)
0800 731 2023
(Knowsley Housing 
Trust West)
0500 969694

Job Vacancies 
443 5000
Neighbourhood Wardens

Huyton South
443 3395
Halewood 
443 2171

Kirkby South 
548 2725
Stockbridge Village 
230 0407
Tower Hill 
547 5183
Prescot & Whiston
443 4692

NHS Direct
0845 4647
Pest Control 
443 2455
Planning Enquiries
443 2380
Refuse Collection
443 2400
School Admissions 
& Exclusions
443 3212
School Attendance 
Service 
443 3279
School Bus Passes
443 5609
Traffi c Signal Faults
443 2349
Truancy Hotline 
0800 073 6161

For more information visit www.knowsley.gov.uk 
or email customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk

Emergency 
and out of hours
Fire
Huyton Fire Station 01744 697712
Kirkby Fire Station  546 5151
Whiston Fire Station  426 6424

Police 
Mersey Police Switchboard   709 6010

Citizens Advice 0845 122 1300

Highways, footways  443 2800
and street lighting
(Mon to Fri 8pm-8am, Sat before 9.30am 
and after 1pm, all day Sun and Bank Hols)

Social Services  07659 590081
and Homelessness
(Mon to Fri 5pm-9am, all day 

Sat, Sun and Bank Hols)

Housing Repairs 290 7375 /449 3958
(Mon to Fri 5pm-9am, all day 
Sat, Sun and Bank Hols)

re
cy

cl
e 

h
er

e As well as using your green box, blue bin and plastic sacks, residents can recycle at a 
number of sites around the borough. For more info go to www.knowsley.gov.uk/environment
WHISTON
St. Leo’s Church, Lickers 
Lane (paper)
St. Luke’s Church, Shaw Lane 
(paper)
Village Auto’s, Greenes Road 
(oil)
Whiston Willis CP, Whiston 
(paper, textiles)
Halsnead Caravan Park 
(glass, cans, paper)
The Village Hotel, Fallows 
Way (glass)
Halsnead School (paper)
Paradise Lane Carpark 
(paper)

HUYTON
Seel Arms Public House 
(paper)
Huyton Hey Car Park (glass, 
cans, paper, textiles)
British Legion, Archway Road 
(glass)
Huyton Park Pub, St John’s 
Road  (glass, paper)
St. Aloysius Club, Twig Lane 
(glass)
Huyton with Roby Primary 
(paper)
RAFA Club, Archway Road 
(glass)
Huyton Leisure Centre 
(glass, cans)

Wilson Road Lay-By (paper)
Longview Primary School 
(paper)
Quarry Inn, Pottery Lane 
(glass)
Malvern School (paper)
The Quiet Man Pub (paper)
Bowering Comp. School 
(paper)
St. Edmund of Cant. School 
(paper)
ASDA (cans, paper, textiles)
Beechwood Comm School 
(paper, textiles)
Knowsley Central School 
(cans)
St. Dominics School (paper)

KIRKBY
Members Club (glass)
Kingfi sher Public House 
(glass)
McDonalds Car Park, Irlam 
Drive (glass, cans, paper)
Makro, Hornhouse Lane 
(paper)
Millbrook Primary, Kirkby 
Row (paper)
Holy Angels CP, Kirkby Row 
(paper) 
Sacred Heart CP, Westhead 
Avenue  (paper)
Kirkby Leisure Centre 
(glass, cans)

Springfi eld School (paper)
All Saints School (paper)
The Navy Club (glass)
Falcon Public House (glass, 
paper)
Centre 63, Old Hall Lane 
(paper)

PRESCOT
Cyprus St, Car Park 
(cans, paper)
Tesco’s Staveley Way 
(glass, cans, paper, textiles)
Scotchbarn Swimming 
(glass, cans)
St. Mary’s and St. Paul’s 
School (paper)
St. Luke’s Church (paper)
Warrinton Road Prescot 
(paper)
Mill St Car Park (glass)

KNOWSLEY VILLAGE
R Evans Garage, Knowsley 
Lane (oil)
Knowsley Village School, 
Sugar Lane (paper)
Pipe and Gannex, Sugar Lane 
(cans)
St. John Fisher School (paper)

STOCKBRIDGE VILLAGE
The Croft, off Waterpark Drive 
(cans)

St. Albert’s Church 
(glass, cans)
Brookside Comm. School 
(paper, textiles)
St. Albert’s School (paper)

HALEWOOD
Ravencourt Shopping Parade 
(cans, paper)
Dales Country Club, Okell 
Drive (glass, paper)
Eagle & Child Pub, 
Church Road  
(glass, textiles)
Holy Family Church, 
Macketts Lane (paper)
Higher Road Lay-by 
(glass, cans, paper, textiles)
Brickwall Pub, 
Netherley Road (textiles)
Camberley Medical Centre, 
Camberley Drive 
(paper)
Plantation School (paper)
St. Andrew’s School 
(paper)
Halewood Leisure Centre 
(paper)

CRONTON
Holy Family Church Club 
(cans, paper)
Cronton C of E School 
(paper)
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What’s on and where, in and around the area, with rock tunes from James 
Dean Bradfi eld, urban pop from Lily Allen, classical ballet in Swan Lake, 
and activities for youngsters during Halloween and holidays.

All the 
latest events 
near you

Primal Scream

James 
Dean 
Bradfi eld

Lily
Allen 8

the guide

Swan 
Lake

th

NOV

OCTOCT

SEPT

28thth

21st
NOVNOV
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what’s on
From conker competitions to the Philharmonic Choir, or fi reworks displays 
to The Feeling, there’s something for everyone in the next few months. 

SEPTEMBER
16 - Bushcraft Skills
Time: 1-4pm
Venue: Stadt Moers Park, Whiston
Join us for a walk of discovery 
around the park to fi nd sources of 
natural remedies and wild food. 
Tel: 489 1239.
 
16 - Sweet Dreams
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: McGoldrick Park, Huyton
Come and be creative and make a 
dream catcher to ward off evil spirits. 
Tel: 443 3682.
 
16 - Sweet Dreams
Time: 10am-12pm
Venue: Sawpit Park, Huyton
As above. Tel: 443 3682.

18 – Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Liverpool Empire
Direct from the West End, the 
London Palladium Production of 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang comes 
to Liverpool for nine weeks and 
promises to be a treat for the whole 
family. Until November 18. 
Tel: 0870 380 0017.
 
30 – The Alarm
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Carling Academy, Hotham 
Street, Liverpool.
The Alarm return to the live circuit 
once more following the release of 
‘The Alarm MMVI - Under Attack’. 
Tel: 707 3200

OCTOBER
05 - National Poetry Day
Time: Ring for details
Venue: Knowsley Libraries
All libraries in Knowsley invite you to 
enjoy the art of poetry and fi nd out the 
history of poems. Tel: 480 3925.
 
07 - Conker Competition
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Sawpit Park, Huyton
Test your skills at this age old game. 
Conkers supplied. Tel: 443 3682.

 08 - Conker Competition
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Court Hey Park, Huyton
As above. Tel: 443 3682.
 
08 - Seed Gathering
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Stadt Moers Park, Whiston
Join Knowsley Rangers in Gathering 
seeds form different trees in the 
park to plant the next generation of 
trees. Also test some roasted sweet 
chestnuts. Tel: 489 1239.
 

08 – James Dean 
Bradfi eld
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Liverpool Barfl y
Following the success of his debut 
solo album ‘The Great Western’, the 
Manic Street Preachers frontman 
hits the road to promote his new 
single ‘An English Gentleman’. 
Tel: 0870 907 0999
 
11 – Sandi Thom
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Carling Academy, Hotham 
Street, Liverpool.
Singer/songwriter Sandi Thom’s 
debut single ‘I Wish I Was A Punk 
Rocker’ and debut album ‘Smile... It 
Confuses People’, topped the charts 
in June. Tel: 707 3200.

14 - Feeding Frenzy
Time: 12-3pm
Venue: Copthorne Community 
Centre, Kirkby
Join the Rangers and help to make 
natural bird feeders for our feathered 
friends. Tel: 443 3682.
 
15 - Wild Life
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Halewood Park
Learn all you need to live off the land 
and survive in the great outdoors. 
Tel: 488 6151.
 
22 - Bird Feeders
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Halewood Park
Practical session making bird 
feeders to keep our feathered friends 
full and happy over the cold winter 
months. All equipment and materials 
are provided. Tel: 488 6151.

22 – Embrace
Time: 7pm
Venue: Mountford Hall, Liverpool 
University
Album This New Day hit No1, they 
released England’s offi cial World Cup 
song and it’s not long since single 
Target entered the charts. They don’t 
need the money but if they’re your 
cup of tea this is the chance to catch 
them. Tickets: £20adv. Tel: 794 686

1James Dean 
Bradfi eld

5The Feeling

the guide
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 26 - Conker Competition
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Henley Park, Prescot/Whiston
Test your skills at this age old game. 
Conkers supplied. 
Tel: 489 1239.
 
27 - Conker Competition
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Whitestone Millennium 
Green, Prescot/Whiston
As above. Tel: 489 1239.
 
27 - Lily Allen
Time: 7pm
Venue: Mountford Hall, Liverpool 
Univesity
See if Keith Allen’s daughter is still 
Smile-ing after enjoying bucketloads 
of success on the back of her classic 
summer hit. Tickets: £12.50adv. 
Tel: 794 6868.
 
28 - Conker Competition
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Jubilee Park, Huyton
As above. Tel: 443 3682.
 
29 - Conker Competition
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: King George V Playing 
Fields, Huyton
As above. Tel: 443 3682.
 
31 - Terror Tuesday
Time: 6.30-9.30pm
Venue: Stadt Moers Park, Prescot/
Whiston
It is Halloween and time for 
witches and ghouls to come out to 
play. Dare you join in the fun? To book 
a ticket, tel: 489 1239. Adults £5 
Children £4.

NOVEMBER
03 - Mill Farm Firework 
Display
Time: 5-7.30pm
Venue: Mill Farm Adventure 
Playground, Kirkby
Fantastic Fireworks and fun for all 
the family. Contact 443 4383.
 
07 - National 
Youth Work Week
Time: Various
Venues: Borough-wide
Events and activities throughout the 
week offer young people advice about 
drugs awareness, sexual health and 
more. For more information contact 
443 3970.
 

09 – Philharmonic Choir
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Prescot Parish Church
Schoolchildren from across the 
borough will join professional singers 
from the world-famous choir for R 
‘n’ B, soul and gospel music. Tickets: 
£6.50 (£4.50 concessions) available 
from Leanne Jones on 443 5619, or 
by emailing arts.unit@knowsley.gov.
uk

11 - Bird Feeders
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Court Hey Park, Huyton
Practical session making bird 
feeders to keep our feathered friends 
full and happy over the cold winter 
months. Equipment and materials 
are provided. Tel: 443 3682.
 
12 - Walk this Way
Time: 10am-1pm
Venue: St Chad’s Gardens, Kirkby
Guided walk includes a visit to 
Millbrook Park Millennium Green 
and Mill Dam. Wear suitable clothes 
and footwear. Tel: 443 3682.
 
12 - Bird Feeders
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: King George V Playing Fields, 
Huyton
As above. Tel: 443 3682.
 
17 – The Feeling
Time: 7.30pm
Venue. Carling Academy, Hotham 
Street, Liverpool
The Feeling’s debut album ‘Twelve 

Stops And Home’ went straight in 
the charts at No.2, spawning the hits 
‘Sewn’ and ‘Fill My Little World’.
Tel: 707 3200

18 - Bird Feeders
Time: 2-4pm
Venue: Whitestone Millennium 
Green, Prescot/Whiston
As above. Tel: 489 1239.
 
18 - Bird Feeders
Time: 10am-12pm
Venue: Henley Park, Prescot/Whiston
As above. Tel: 489 1239.
 
21 – Primal Scream
Time: 7pm
Venue: Mountford Hall, Liverpool 
University
The Scream returned to their rocky 
roots with this year’s superb album 
Riot City Blues making this gig well 
worth a look. Tickets: £20adv. 
Tel: 794 6868

the guide
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24 - Stars in your Skies
Time: 7.30 -9.30pm
Venue: Stadt Moers Park, Prescot/
Whiston
An illustrated talk by the Liverpool 
Astronomical Society about the 
wonders of the solar system followed 
by an evening stargazing through 
their fabulous telescopes! 
Tel: 489 1239.
 
26 - Kirkby Mossland 
Winter Trail
Time: 10am-1pm
Venue: Acornfi eld Plantation, Kirkby
Join the Ranger for a seasonal 
exploration of Kirkby’s countryside. 
Tel: 443 3682.

28 – Swan Lake On Ice
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Liverpool Empire
The timeless story of Swan Lake 
tells the tale of Prince Siegfried, who 
falls in love with Odette, a woman 
transformed into a swan by an evil 
curse. Until December 2. 
Tel: 0870 380 0017.
 
DECEMBER 
02 - Holly and the Ivy
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Henley Park, Prescot/Whiston
Make Christmas decorations from 
natural materials in the park. 
Tel: 489 1239.
 
03 -Winter Celebration
Time: 12-4pm
Venue: Court Hey Park, Huyton
Take part in winter crafts, stock up 
on Christmas presents from the craft 
fair and enjoy seasonal food and 
entertainment. Tel: 443 3438.
 
08 – The Farm
Time: 7pm
Venue: Carling Academy, Hotham 
Street, Liverpool.

For the fi rst time in ELEVEN years, 
local boys The Farm will hit the stage 
in their home town. Plus special 
guests and DJs. Tel: 707 3200

09 - Holly and the Ivy
Time: 1-3.pm
Venue: Whitestone Millennium 
Green, Prescot/Whiston
A series of festive events making 
Christmas decorations, from natural 
materials found in the park. 
Tel: 489 1239.
 
10 - Holly and the Ivy
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Stadt Moers Park, Prescot/
Whiston
As above. Tel: 489 1239.
 
10 & 11 – The Zutons
Time: 7pm
Venue: Mountford Hall, Liverpool 
University
Fast becoming one of Knowsley’s 
biggest musical stars – are you 
reading Lee Mavers? – Dave 
McCabe leads his band into another 
triumphant homecoming after a year 
to remember. Tickets: £17.50adv. 
Tel: 794 6868

16 - Holly and the Ivy
Time: 12-4pm
Venue: Copthorne Community 
Centre, Kirkby
As above. Tel: 443 3682.
 
17 - Christmas Cracker
Time: 12-4pm
Venue: Halewood Park
Festive fun for all the family. Santa’s 
Grotto, sleigh rides, tinsel trail and 
creative Christmas workshops. 
Tel: 488 6151.

MEETINGS IN 
KNOWSLEY
Please contact Democratic 
Services for confi rmation of 
venues on 443 3502.
Standards Committee
Date: September 21
Time: 4pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Cabinet
Date: September 27
Time: 2pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Governance and Audit 
Committee
Date: October 3
Time: 4pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Planning Committee
Date: October 12
Time: 6pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Cabinet
Date: October 18
Time: 2pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Licensing Committee
Date: October 26
Time: 2pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Scrutiny Co-ordinating 
Committee
Date: October 30
Time: 4pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chambe 
Appeals Committee
Date: November 7
Time: 10am
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Cabinet
Date: November 8
Time: 2pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Council
Date: November 8
Time: 7pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Planning Committee
Date: November 9
Time: 6pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber

Environment and 
Housing Scrutiny 
Committee
Date: November 20
Time: 6pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Corporate Performance 
Scrutiny Committee
Date: November 21
Time: 6pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Economy and 
Employment Scrutiny 
Committee
Date: November 22
Time: 6pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Health and Social Care 
Scrutiny Committee
Date: November 28
Time: 6pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Education, Training 
and Culture Scrutiny 
Committee
Date: November 29
Time: 6pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Community Safety 
and Social Inclusion 
Scrutiny Committee
Date: November 30
Time: 6pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Cabinet
Date: December 6
Time: 2pm
Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber
Standards Committee
Date: December 7
Time: 4pm
Venue: TBC
Planning Committee
Date: December 7
Time: 6pm
Venue: TBC
Council
Date: December 13
Time: 7pm
Venue: TBC
Licensing Committee
Date: December 14
Time: 2pm
Venue: TBC
Scrutiny Co-ordinating 
Committee
Date: December 18
Time: 4pm
Venue: TBC

the guide
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shelf life
OCTOBER is Black History Month and to mark the occasion Knowsley
library staff have reviewed a selection of their customers’ favourite books 
by black and minority ethnic writers. 

Desert Flower 
Waris Dirie
I felt 
compelled to 
read this after 
seeing an 
article in 1999 
about a black 
model named 
Waris Dirie 
who was being 
airlifted to 
visit her family 
in Somalia.

The courage and determination 
of this remarkable young lady is 
amazing. She was staked out on a 
rock in the desert at the age of fi ve, 
primitively circumcised by an old 
gypsy woman and ran away aged 
12 after her father tried to marry 
her off to a man in his 60s for three 
camels.

After working as a maid to the 
Somalian ambassador in England 
and then at McDonald’s, she was 
discovered by a photographer. I 
could not put this down.
Pat Dunwoody
Stockbridge Library

Handa’s Surprise
Eileen Browne

Take your child on a journey though 
Kenya without leaving the house.  
Join Handa as she travels though 
Kenya to visit her friend, Akeyo, in 
the next village. 

With beautiful illustrations that 
bring the story to life, Handa’s 

Surprise is a must read for families. 
Children really enjoy talking about 
the different animals that feature 
in the story and learning about the 
different fruits Handa has in her 
basket. It’s fantastic for learning 
about different cultures and 
traditions.
Claire Glenn
Page Moss Surestart

Don’t Make me Laugh
Patrick Augustus
You don’t 
always have 
time to read 
a full novel. 
Quick Reads 
are a series 
of new short 
stories by 
contemporary 
writers, that 
give you the 
satisfaction of 
a good read in fewer pages.

Don’t Make me Laugh is the 
story of separated baby twins who 
meet as adults and uncover their 
mother’s terrible secret from the 
past.  
Lin Rice
Kirkby Library 

Noughts and Crosses
Malorie Blackman 
A story of 
love, romance, 
confl ict and 
betrayal set in 
a world torn 
apart by racial 
discrimination. 
The crosses 
(the blacks), 
the ruling 
class, keep 
the noughts 
(whites) oppressed, mirroring the 
apartheid era in South Africa.

Sephy is the daughter of a 
successful politician who refuses 
to end her childhood friendship 
with nought boy Callum. The two 
ignore their families’ and society’s 

wishes and stay friends. As their 
friendship faces a new hardship, 
the two develop deeper feelings for 
each other.
Kirsty Major
Huyton Library

Mike Gayle
His N’ Hers
A fl at, a cat 
and a couple 
who think 
it’s all over. 
Mike Gayle’s 
characters 
are in Bridget 
Jones 
territory. 

This is about 
relationships 
and how 
diffi cult it is to stay together. The 
story is light and comic but with 
enough true to life characters and 
situations to make it an absorbing 
read.
Sue Stone
Stockbridge Library

Out of his Skin 
– The John Barnes 
Phenomenon 
Dave Hill
From the 
warmth of 
Jamaica to 
the cold of 
England this 
book does not 
simply tell 
the story of a 
footballer, but 
interprets his 
progress in the 
light of things 
football should stand for and most 
damningly, the crises it has failed 
to confront – racism and football 
violence.  

John Barnes, now a sports 
presenter, has played through 
this by being canny, resilient and 
passionate for both club and country.
Joanne Murphy
Stockbridge Library

• Capote
• Transamerica
• Walk the line
• King Kong
• Weatherman
• Jarhead
•  March of the 

penguins
•  Rome (television 

series)
•  Good night and 

good luck
•  The Omen (25th 

anniversary ed.)
•  Postman Pat: 

the pirate 
treasure

•  Tractor Ted 
meets the 
animals

•   Righteous men 
by Sam Bourne

•  Haunted Britain 
by Derek Acorah

•  The island by 
Victoria Hislop

•  Judge and 
Jury by James 
Patterson

•  The Husband by 
Dean Koontz

•  If your dog 
could talk 
by Bruce Fogle

•  Hard way 
by Lee Child

•  Garden of 
Eden by Faye 
Kellerman

•  Crisis 
by Robin Cook

•  The lazy girls 
guide to men 
by Anita Naik

New 
DVDs

New 
books
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A BRIGHTER FUTURE KIRKBY // KNOWSLEY

£80,000 
£67,000 NOW STARTING

FROM ONLY

LUXURY LIVING AT
FANTASTIC PRICES! 

STUNNING

VIEWS

REGISTER NOW ON 0800 587 8186 
OR LOG ONTO www.parklandskirkby.co.uk

• PHASE 1: ALL UNITS SOLD  
• PHASE 2: NOW FULLY LAUNCHED

• 24-HOUR SECURIT Y 

• SECURE PARKING SPACE INCLUDED IN THE PRICE

• RESIDENTS-ONLY ON-SITE GYMNASIUM 

• CONCIERGE SERVICE
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