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Welcome

Hello and welcome to 
the summer edition of
Knowsley News.
I’d like to say first of all how proud I
am to see the thousands of pledges
of support for the Knowsley Against
Racism campaign.

This is a campaign I am 100%
behind. I am proud to say I live in
Knowsley and I want to ensure that
everyone who lives or works here
feels welcome, accepted and safe
regardless of their race or religion.

Having lived in the area for such a
long time, I know that the vast
majority of you feel the same way
and I ask that if you haven’t already
shown your support for the
Knowsley Against Racism
Campaign that you do so now.

If you witness any such
behaviour, report it – you could
make the difference. You can find
out more about the Knowsley
Against Racism Campaign and how
to support it on pages 10-11.

Another extremely important
issue raised in this edition is
recycling. The need to recycle is
greater than ever as landfill sites
across the country are filling up and
the Government is passing on the
message to councils that recycling
levels must improve.

To achieve this Knowsley Council
is looking to improve its approach to
recycling but we also need your
help. You can play your part by
following the advice on pages 8-9,
and helping to make Knowsley
cleaner and greener.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council
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News

Free learning
courses for Adults
ADULTS in Knowsley that
are looking to brush up on
their Maths and English
could qualify for free
courses. Knowsley
Community College’s
Learning in
Neighbourhood Centres
scheme offers courses at
schools and community
centres throughout the
borough.
For more information and
a full range of courses
available in your area,
contact Jean Gray on 
477 5808 or email
adultcourses@knowsley
college.co.uk

New music suite 
hits the right note
MUSIC-loving students 
in Knowsley can tune up
their skills in a new
music suite at Whiston
and Prescot City Learning
Centre.
The suite at Cumber Lane
features instruments
linked to computers using
software called Gigajam.
The programme has been
written by professional
musicians and provides
easy to follow tuition –
from basic skills to
advanced techniques.
Call 447 8040 for more
information.

Log on for 
helicopter updates
KNOWSLEY residents can
now find out exactly why
Merseyside Police’s
helicopter was flying over
their house.
The helicopter and its
crew perform vital
intelligence-led high
visibility patrolling of
residential and business
areas in a bid to prevent
and detect crime and
disorder. The site page is
regularly updated with
news about any notable
flight the helicopter has
performed, so log on to
www.merseyside.police.uk
and find out more.

Borough in brief

AN area of Huyton has been
transformed as part of a new
‘Pride in the Neighbourhood’
scheme to regenerate Knowsley.

Residents in Stockbridge Lane
used to complain about fly-
tipping, overgrown shrubbery
and illegal scrambler bikes in the
area. But now big improvements
have been made following efforts
by Knowsley Council, New Deal
for Communities (NDC), local
councillors and residents. 

Shrubbery has been cut back to
deter drug dealing, trip rails have
been installed to restrict bikes
and rubbish has been removed.

Rob Allen, Neighbourhood
Regeneration Officer at
Knowsley Council, said: “This
has been a concerted approach
between the council, NDC,
councillors and residents – and
we’ve responded through our
newly established Environmental
Pride teams.”

Cllr Ken McGlashan, who
represents the Page Moss ward,
said: “The community has
worked really hard to solve the
issues in this area and through
the combined efforts of all
involved the place has been
transformed.”

4 ACHIEVEMENT AND LEARNING FOR ALL

SEEDS OF CHANGE
FLATS in Huyton will be
transformed into a sea of
colour this summer.
A local wildlife charity,
Landlife, has seeded an area
near to Knowsley Heights with
a rainbow of native
wildflowers.
Mary Fisher, Neighbourhood
Regeneration Officer for
Knowsley Council, said: “This
has vastly improved the
appearance of the area, ridding
the site of litter. The
Neighbourhood Environmental
Pride team has carried out the
task, working in partnership
with Knowsley Housing Trust.”

PLANS to transform Halewood’s
Raven Court site have been given
the green light.

The landmark decision from
Knowsley Council and the
Knowsley Primary Care Trust
board will see new shops in 
the area, alongside investment 
in council, health and other
public services.

Residents played their part in
the plans, which include a new
health facility for Knowsley’s
Primary Care Trust, with a social
care services plus GP, pharmacy,
nursing and therapy services. 

Halewood One Stop Shop,
Knowsley Housing Trust, the
Citizens’ Advice Bureau,
Halewood Town Council and
other services could also be
housed at the new site. Work 
is due to begin next year with
everything completed by 2009.

Leader of the Council, Cllr
Ron Round, said: “I’d like to
thank people for their patience –

it has been a complex issue
involving lots of different people
and organisations but it is now
moving ahead.

“These plans directly respond
to the needs outlined by the
community. This development
will have a positive impact on
the whole Halewood community

and give the area a new lease 
of life.”

Rosemary Hawley, Chair of
Knowsley Primary Care Trust,
said: “This continues our
commitment to developing the
new wave of modern Primary
Care Resource Centres across
the borough.”

A NEW LEASE OF LIFE
FOR HALEWOOD

Taking pride in Knowsley

Here we sow: Peter Gough,
Mary Fisher, Dave Southern,
Carl Edwards, Jody Harrison

and Richard Scott get involved.
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News

KNOWSLEY residents can help 
to slash mobile phone theft in 
the borough. 

Police statistics show 15% of
mobile phone thefts across
Merseyside were in Knowsley, with
many around the borough’s schools.

Knowsley Council advised a total ban 
on mobiles in primary schools and
limited use in secondary schools earlier
this year. And now residents can play
their part by registering mobiles at the
website www.immobilise.com

The site was set up by the Home
Office and allows members of the public
to register their mobile phone for free
on the National Mobile Phone Register.

The Register is a searchable national
police database. Owners that register
with the scheme are more likely to get
their stolen phone back if the police
recover it. Once registered
you can also alert police
via the site that your
phone has been stolen.
There are already many
examples of offenders
who have been caught
and brought to justice
directly through the use of
the register.

Be a mentor, 
make a difference
MAKE a positive
contribution to the
community – become a
mentor and work with
young people in the
borough, offering guidance
and advice. Richard Ford,
Youth Offending Team
Manager, said: “Our
mentors build very strong
relationships with young
people and can literally
transform somebody’s
life.” Mentors must be 18 
or older. For more
information contact
443 3079, or email
maggie.nayyar@knowsley.
gov.uk  

Fishy tale for 
clean river 
THE RIVER Alt, which
runs through the borough,
could now be cleaner and
full of more fish than ever
before, according to the
Environment Agency.
A team found 12 different
species of fish – including
sea trout – in a recent
survey. 

Free steering locks
for residents
KNOWSLEY’S Crime 
and Disorder Reduction
Partnership is offering
vulnerable car owners
free steering wheel locks.
Cars with a registration N
or older could be targeted
by thieves because they
do not have the extra
security measures newer
cars have.
For more information
contact your neighbourhood
warden service: 
North Huyton: 230 0407
South Huyton: 443 3395
North Kirkby: 547 5183
South Kirkby: 548 2725;
Halewood: 443 2171
Prescot / Whiston /
Knowsley Village: 
443 4692.

Borough in brief

Knowsley Council set up the
initiative to reduce the pigeon
problem in Huyton, the mess
and chemical damage caused
by pigeon droppings, and the
risk from birds carrying
diseases.

Peter MacLeod,
Knowsley’s Executive
Director of Neighbourhood
Delivery, said: “Pigeons in
Huyton have been an
ongoing problem and in the
past we have used several
schemes to prevent the
birds roosting, including
spiked buildings. Despite
these efforts there is still a large
population which could increase
if not prevented. Using birds of
prey is a humane and
environmentally sound method
of preventing pigeons roosting.”

Hawks and other birds of prey
are flown at night in areas

where they are known to roost.
This method has been
successfully used to deter
pigeons at hospitals, football
grounds, shopping centres and
high-rise buildings.

David Treadell, of Hawk
Controls, said: “We have been

flying the hawks for a few
months now and have already
seen a significant drop in the
pigeon population. This is the
most natural environmentally
friendly ways of reducing 
pigeon numbers.”

WWW.KNOWSLEY.GOV.UK    5

A KNOWSLEY primary school
that opened in 1806 is celebrating
its bicentenary birthday this year.

Kirkby C of E School in Hall
Lane has celebrated the landmark
year with a series of events
involving current, previous and
future pupils. These have
included a service at St Chad’s
Church, Kirkby, and a gala
evening at Kirkby Suite.

Former pupils from the 1920s
shared their memories with the
current crop of children at a tea

party. Children have also been
learning about the school’s
history in lessons, and through a
series of bicentennial projects.

Head Mair Hindmarsh said: 
“It is a key milestone for the
school and we felt it was one that
deserved to be recognised and
celebrated. Many things have
changed – but some things will
always remain the same,
especially our commitment to
giving our pupils the best possible
start in life.”

PUPILS CELEBRATE 200
YEARS OF SCHOOL

New scheme
to reduce
mobile theft

IT’S THE HAWK OF THE TOWN
HAWKS are flying in Huyton town centre
after residents complained about the
growing pigeon population.

From one generation to
another – current Kirkby C of
E pupil Fay Bennett, 4, and
one of the oldest former
pupils, Alice Warton, 98,
share their memories of the
school, which celebrates its
200th birthday this year.

David Treadell 
from Hawk Controls
with the council’s
newest recruit
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YOUNG film makers from
Knowsley have received Youth
Achievement Awards for a film
about the dangers of cannabis.

A group of students from St
Thomas Beckett School in
Huyton, members of the
borough’s Youth Inclusion 
Project and young people from
the Huyton New Deal for
Communities (NDC) area worked
together to film, produce and 
star in The Consequences of
Choice DVD.

The award winning short film is
designed to educate people about
the detrimental effects, mental

health issues and long-term
consequences of smoking
cannabis.

It also reminds people that
being caught in possession of
cannabis can still lead to a
criminal conviction. It will now be
shown throughout Knowsley to

staff who work with young people. 
Gordon Jones, Knowsley’s Joint

Commissioning Manager for
Substance Misuse, said: “We
know young people will identify
with the film because it has been
written, produced and filmed by
their peers.”

News

Borough in brief

The Aeroplanes – Chris Kearney
(vocals), Paul Crowe (guitar and
vocals), Stuart Palethorpe (bass) and
Ian McMillan (drums) – first played
together at music classes in Bowring
Comprehensive School, Huyton.

“We all played instruments in
school and that’s what brought us
together. We just loved playing
music – it’s all any of us ever wanted
to do,” said Chris.

Now A-listed on the radio, even

celebrities are giving them the
thumbs up. Fans include Liam
Gallagher, Kate Moss and even
director Jeff Bridges, who is using
the band’s debut single Don’t Stop
Me in his new film The Moguls.

LOCAL BAND IS
FLYING HIGH

The Model Beat operation in
Brookwood was a multi-agency
crackdown on theft, drugs, anti-
social behaviour, vehicle offences,
under-age alcohol sales and
counterfeiting.

It was also a chance to give
elderly residents advice on

pension benefits, inform the
community about fire safety and
crime prevention as well as
organise a fun day event to
improve a sense of community
spirit.

As part of the initiative, a stop
and check was carried out on 102
vehicles in the area. As a result, 26
vehicles were seized for having no
insurance while 11 people were
issued with summons for the
offences. 

Knowsley Council’s Crime and
Disorder Reduction Partnership

worked with Merseyside Police,
the Fire and Rescue Service,
trading standards, licensing
officers, Neighbourhood Wardens
and the immigration service to
conduct the crime sweep.

Mark Stanton, Huyton
Neighbourhood Inspector for
Merseyside Police, said: “This is
the second model beat operation
we have carried out in Knowsley
over the past few months and yet
again it has been a real success,
driving down crime and anti-
social behaviour significantly.”

CRACKING DOWN ON CRIME
A BLITZ on crime in a
Huyton neighbourhood
saw offences drop by
80% in one week.

6 PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

Spotlight on the
community
A NEW website with 
useful information about
community and voluntary
groups in Knowsley has
just gone live.
Knowsley Council has
developed
www.knowsleyvcstogether.
org.uk on behalf of the
Knowsley Partnership.
Groups can display their
own news and events, add
forums and even publish
their own e-newsletter. 
Register now – contact
mike.leonard@knowsleycvs
.org for details.

Beware cowboy 
con men
KNOWSLEY Council’s
Trading Standards team is
warning homeowners of a
cowboy damp course
company that uses bogus
names to contact
residents, claiming to be
commissioned by
Knowsley Council. 
Mike Leyden, Knowsley’s
Trading Standards
Manager, said: “We are
using all powers available
to prevent this type of
trader from operating in
our area.”
For approved traders
vetted by Knowsley 
Trading Standards contact
546 6680.

Artwork makes a
splash at new
leisure centre
BUDDING artists from 
All Saints High School in
Kirkby recently took part in
a community artwork
competition.
Pupils were asked to
create pictures using the
theme ‘our new leisure
centre’. The winning
artwork has been
reworked onto the
hoardings of the council’s
£11.3m leisure centre
project, adjacent to the
school.
Shepherd Construction
unveiled the eye-catching
hoardings on Cherryfield
Drive, whilst winners were
awarded prizes at school.

FOUR former schoolmates from
Knowsley have become the talk
of the music world.
By David Tuzio

From
school to
the studio
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BOOKWORM DADS
INSPIRE KIDS

Trace your ancestry
FREE courses to help
Knowsley residents trace
their ancestors are being
planned by the library
service.
The sessions will offer
everything you need to
research your family tree
– like locating and using
birth, death and marriage
certificates, tracing
family history and much
more.
To sign up for the course
contact Vera Owens,
Adult Learning Manager,
on 482 1306.

Schools set to merge
GOVERNORS have agreed
on a new name for two
Halewood schools that 
are set to merge.
New Hutte and Roseheath.
Governors have named
their new school
Greengates Community
Primary.
The name came about
after a competition across
both schools. 
By becoming Greengates,
the school will benefit
from more funding and
better equipment.

Trio of library
charter marks
KNOWSLEY Library
Service is celebrating
achieving Charter Mark
status for the third time
in a row.
Charter Mark is the
Government’s national
standard for excellence
in customer service. 
The overall assessment
report noted that:  “The
service to the public is
being continuously
enhanced by widening
provision, technological
support, and above all
the hard work of
committed staff.”

Borough in brief
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News

The School Organisation
Committee (SOC) has approved
proposals to close Knowsley’s
existing secondary schools to
make way for state of the art
learning centres.

Classrooms
of the future
KNOWSLEY’S plans to
transform secondary
education in the
borough have taken
another step forward.

The decision follows months of
consultation with parents, staff
and governors over plans to create
eight first-class learning centres
under the Building Schools for
the Future programme. 

The SOC, an independent body
of elected councillors, school
governors, church representatives
and Learning and Skills Council
officials, considered all
representations before backing 
the plans.

Knowsley Council is in the
process of choosing a developer
to build the learning centres from

a short list of three bidders. 
Focus groups of pupils,

parents, residents, staff and
governors have been meeting to
consider the bidders’ design
proposals. They have also been
on research visits to see examples
of inspirational schools and
buildings.

A decision will be made in
August and detailed designs will
then be finalised before work
begins on the learning centres at
the end of the year. The first four
are due to open in September
2008 and the rest a year later.

Residents create
a mosaic
masterpiece 
A PLAYGROUND in Prescot is
to be decorated with mosaics
created by residents.
People young and old took 
part in a series of workshops
at Bryer Road Community
Centre under the guidance 
of professional artist
Bernadette Hughes
Now their designs will be 
used within the seating area 
of the playground and
community garden.
Patience Jones, Prescot’s
Community Development
Worker, said: “There is a
fantastic community spirit in
the area, which we have been
lucky enough to tap into in
order to get residents involved
in making some real
environmental improvements
to their neighbourhood.”

Liam Carroll, Anthony Jones, George
Stewart and Charlie Stewart put
designs on the future making
mosaics for Bryer Road playground
with artist Bernadette Hughes.

A NATIONAL campaign is
rewarding dads who have brought
books alive for their children.
Huyton fathers Brian Jameson and
Jon Gilbertson have been
recognised as ‘reading champions’
by the National Literacy Trust’s
scheme.
After attending weekly drop-in
sessions for eight months at Page
Moss Library, Huyton, their
children are hooked on reading
because of their fathers’
motivation and praise. For every
four books shared they received a
certificate and soft toy, and after

eight they received a free book.
Claire Glenn, Family Literacy Co-
ordinator for North Huyton Sure
Start, said: “Cultivating a love of
books at an early age has so many
advantages for a child’s future
development and it is also a great
way for parents and carers to
spend quality time with each
other.”
Sessions take place every
Wednesday at Page Moss Library
from 5-6pm. For more
information, contact Claire Glenn,
Family Literacy Coordinator on
489 9814 or 07747 758 735.

Claire Glenn, Family Literacy Co-ordinator, with dad Brian Jamieson, Jason McTigue,
Fathers Worker, dad John Gilbertson with children Dylan and Alec Jamieson and
Christina Gilbertson.
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8 ACHIEVEMENT AND LEARNING FOR ALL

REDUCE, REUSE,

FEATURE

KNOWSLEY residents are being asked to play their part
in a new push to make the borough greener and cleaner.

T HE council has made recycling a top
priority and borough chiefs are formulating
plans to help Knowsley hit government

targets for recycling – even Knowsley News is
now printed on recycled paper.

In England and Wales industry, commerce and
household waste amounts to more than 100 million

tonnes annually
– a figure

estimated 
to be on the

rise by 3% 
a year.

The government is working with local authorities
to reduce the environmental impact of waste by
encouraging recycling and set out its vision for 
waste management in the national waste strategy.

Figures show that in 2004/05 English households
recycled more than a fifth of their waste – one of
the lowest rates in Europe. As things stand, by 2010
all British landfills would be full.

To tackle this, the government is aiming 
to increase the percentage of waste recycled
nationally to 25% by the end of the year, to 30% 
by 2010 and to 33% by 2015.

Residents in Knowsley can play their part 
by remembering the three Rs: Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle.

Reduce 
• Buy loose food

rather than pre-
packaged goods to
reduce material
waste

• Stop junk mail and
reduce paper waste contact the
mailing preference service by
visiting www.mpsonline.org.uk or
writing to Mailing Preference
Service, Freepost 22, London,
W1E 7EZ. To stop unaddressed
and unsolicited marketing mail,
write to Door to Door Council
Manager (UK) Ltd, DMA House,
70 Margaret Street, London, 
W1W 8SS.

• Use your own shopping bags at
the supermarket or use doorstep
delivery service. Each
person in the
UK uses an
average of 134
plastic bags a year

Reuse 
• Use scrap paper for writing notes
• Use envelopes again – stick

labels over the address
• Buying rechargeable items

instead of disposable ones
e.g. batteries and cameras

Recycle 
• Support your local

charity shops by
donating old toys and
clothes rather than
throwing them away

• Recycle newspapers,
magazines, white paper, cans,
bottles and jars in your green box

• Recycle garden waste in your
blue bin and plastic in the sacks
provided

For more information visit
www.recycle-more.co.uk or contact
Environmental and Operational
Services, Stretton Way, Huyton, L36
6JF. Tel: 443 2400, email:
recycling@knowsley.gov.uk

DO YOUR BIT TO HELP… 

W
ha
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e? Green Box
YES PLEASE…
Newspapers, magazines, 
white paper, catalogues, junk
mail, white phone books – 
put these in a carrier bag in
your box. Food and drinks
cans, glass bottles and jars
(whole, not broken). 

NO THANKS…
Brown paper and envelopes,
greetings cards, food packaging
(cereal boxes, milk/juice

cartons, egg boxes). Mirrors,
windows or windscreen glass,
drinking glasses, leaded glass,
milk bottles, light bulbs, Pyrex,
crockery, plastic bottles.
Cooking oil or motor oil cans.
Soiled rags, carpet, rugs. 

Blue Bin
YES PLEASE…
Cardboard, grass, 
leaves, hedge and tree
clippings, twigs, flowers,
plants and weeds.

NO THANKS…
Rubble, soil, turf, paper,
plastic, metal, glass,
clothes and textiles, food
scraps.

Textiles
YES PLEASE…
If you have clothes or
textiles to get rid off get a
bag from your collection
crew or go to a one-stop
shop. Tie them up and put
them out with your box.
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Huyton
3 Seel Arms Public House (paper) 
3 Huyton Hey Car Park (glass, cans, paper, textiles) 
3 British Legion, Archway Road (glass) 
3 Huyton Park Pub, St John’s Road (glass, paper) 
3 St Aloysius Club, Twig Lane (glass) 
3 Huyton with Roby Primary (paper) 
3 RAFA Club, Archway Road (glass, paper) 
3 Huyton Leisure Centre (glass, cans, paper) 
3 Quarry Inn, Pottery Lane (glass) 

Halewood
3 Ravencourt Shopping Parade (glass, cans, paper) 
3 Dales Country Club, Okell Drive (glass, paper) 
3 Eagle and Child Pub, Church Road (glass, textiles) 
3 Holy Family Church, Macketts Lane (paper) 
3 Higher Road Lay-by (glass, cans, paper, textiles) 
3 Brickwall Pub, Netherly Road (textiles) 
3 Camberely Medical Centre, Camberely Drive (paper) 

Kirkby
3 In-Shops Car Park, Irlam Drive (glass, cans) 
3 Marko, Hornhouse Lane (paper) 
3 Millbrook Primary, Kirkby Row (paper) 
3 PARC, Simonswood Lane (paper, textiles) 
3 Holy Angels CP, Kirkby Row (paper) 
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3 Sacred Heart CP, Westhead Ave (paper) 
3 Springfield School (paper) 
3 All Saints School (paper) 

Knowsley Village
3 R Evans Garage, Knowsley Lane (oil) 
3 Knowsley Village School, Sugar Lane

(paper) 
3 Pipe and Gannex, Sugar Lane (glass, cans) 

Stockbridge Village
3 The Croft, off Waterpark Drive (cans) 
3 St Albert’s Church (glass) 

Whiston
3 St Leo's Church, Lickers Lane (paper) 
3 St Luke’s Church, Shaw Lane (paper) 
3 Village Auto's, Greenes Road (oil) 
3 Whiston Willis CP, Whiston (paper, textiles) 
3 Halsnead Caravan Park (glass, cans, paper) 
3 The Village Hotel, Fallows Way (glass) 
3 Halsnead School (paper) 

For more information go to www.knowsley.
gov.uk/environment/ or contact
Environmental and Operational Services.

GO
GREEN
3Take lunch to

work in
reusable
packaging

3Buy refillable
or bulk items

3Cycle or walk
rather than
driving

3Keep a waste
diary for a
week to help
reduce rubbish

AS well as making use of the green box, blue bin and
plastic sacks, residents can recycle at a number of sites
around the borough.

IT is vital residents
help Knowsley hit
recycling targets.
European and
Government
targets have been
set that Knowsley
must hit. If not, the
council could be
severely fined –
and that could lead

to an increase in council tax.
If you haven’t received an updated calendar

listing collection dates call the council and
one will be sent out. This will ensure you
always know when to put out your blue bin
and green box.

The council’s pledge: 
3 To empty your bin between 7am-5pm on

your day of collection
3 To return that day if things don’t go to plan

– e.g. a vehicle breaks down, there’s an
accident or access to the road is blocked.

3 To collect your bin within 48 hours if
there’s still a problem.

3 To update the Environmental Hotline 443
2400 with problems.

How you can help:
3 Put your bin out before 7am on your 

day of collection.
3 Only put genuine household waste in 

your maroon bin and don’t overload it.
3 Recycle as much as possible – over 60% 

of rubbish can be recycled.

3 Don’t use black bags for extra rubbish –
they will not be collected.

3 Don’t put DIY building rubbish in 
your maroon bin – take it to the tip.

If you need help moving your bin or
recycling box to the pavement, contact the
council. Also get in touch if you have any
clinical waste.

The council also offers free collection of
household items such as fridges, electrical
items, beds, mattresses, wardrobes and
furniture. To arrange a bulk household
collection call 443 2400, 8am–8pm Monday
to Friday and 9.30am-1pm on Saturday. 

If you think your bin is too small for the
amount of rubbish you have, call the number
above and a waste audit will be carried out to
identify what can be recycled.

BINS –
THE
FACTS!

FEATURE
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A lmost 3,000 residents have signed
a pledge to support the campaign
by either signing cards, available

at council buildings, or filling out a
form at www.knowsley.gov.uk 

The pledge reads: “I pledge to support
the Knowsley Against Racism
Campaign. I will play my part to ensure
that all people feel welcome, accepted
and safe.”

Businesses have backed the campaign
by displaying stickers while residents
have snapped up campaign badges and
wristbands.

The support is a show of strength for
the campaign, which was launched last
October to help change public attitudes,
encourage people to report racism and
ensure every resident of the borough
feels accepted and safe.

Since then considerable progress has
been made including work with pupils
at Knowsley schools to help change
attitudes, specialist training for
Neighbourhood Wardens and the
forming of the Multi-Agency Racial
Harassment Forum.

Knowsley Schools
Against Racism was
launched in March with
assemblies and
lessons
focusing on
campaign
issues. Children
also got a taste
of culture with
dishes from
around the
world being
served. 

Primary
schools pupils
have been
taught about

different cultures and customs and were
visited by a Zimbabwean storyteller, a
Chinese artist, a Hindu dancer, Nigerian
drummers and dancers and a Japanese
origami expert.

The wardens’ training is part of a
wider initiative to slash hate crime in
Knowsley. The single point of contact
training enables wardens to deal with
victims of repeat hate crime. 

Leader of the Council, Cllr Ron
Round, said: “Knowsley’s first ever anti-
racism strategic plan has also been
officially signed by partners. It has 
been produced by Knowsley’s Crime 
and Disorder Partnership, which
includes agencies such as Knowsley

Council, Merseyside Police and
Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service,

amongst others.”
The plan aims to eliminate

racial discrimination and promote
equal opportunities and positive

relations between people
from different racial groups.

To pledge your support
for the campaign pick up a

pledge card from
libraries, schools, one
stop shops or primary
care trust or
community centres,
Find out more and

pledge online at
www.knowsley.gov.uk

The plan aims 
to eliminate racial
discrimination and

promote equal
opportunities

“

Residents are united
against racism
THOUSANDS of residents have backed the
Knowsley Against Racism Campaign,
and support is still flooding in.

Here to help
IF you experience racism in Knowsley contact
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111, police on 709 6010 or
Knowsley Council’s Violent Crime Manager on 443 3181
(office hours 9am-5pm).
A Multi Agency Racial
Harassment Forum in
Knowsley has been
established to address
racial harassment in
the borough. To find
out more call 546 5137.

Giving racism 
the boot
BOWRING Community
Sports College held a Brazilian Soccer
School as part of Knowsley Schools Against Racism.
Budding football stars enjoyed hands on training at the
school in Western Avenue in Huyton from professional
soccer coaches. They were also given a taste of Liverpool
FC’s European Cup win in 2005 by having their
photographs taken with the prestigious trophy. 
As well as helping youngsters develop skills on the pitch,
the initiative was designed to help build self-confidence,
teamwork, self-discipline and respect for others. 

Taking cultural classes
PARENTS went back to the classroom to learn all about
the Knowsley Schools Against Racism campaign.
They discussed racism and culture and worked with a
professional arts practitioner to create miniature painted
canvasses inspired by their discussions.
Sarah Craven, from Knowsley’s Arts Service, said: “It is
amazing how much a discussion on an emotive subject
like racism can inspire creativity – and some of the mini-
canvasses that the parents and mentors created were just
fantastic.” 

Rhymes against racism
ARTS project Inside Out explored attitudes towards
racism and how it can be tackled personally and in the
wider community.
The project, run by the council’s Arts Service, was an
opportunity for young people and adults to express 
their thoughts about racism through art, words,
images, textiles, collages, music and dance.
Internationally-renowned Toxteth poet Levi Tafari 
helped residents express their feelings about racism by
working with a group of adults in Huyton to develop some
moving poems. 

“

Levi Tafari the Toxteth poet

10 BETTER WORK AND LEISURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE

FEATURE
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6 - 8 July
Continental market 
visits Huyton Village 

6 August 
Knowsley Flower Show KAR ‘Rainbow Garden’ will
be launched. Bulbs will be sold, then immediately
donated to create ‘Rainbow Gardens’ in the borough.
This will be a visible symbol of tolerance and
acceptance of all shapes, sizes and colours.

Dates for your diary
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FEATURE

J OHN COLEMAN guided the
Lancashire side from 25-1
outsiders at the start of the season

to the Conference title – consigning the
‘Accrington Stanley, Who are they?’ TV
advert to the bin forever.

At the 43 year-old’s side was his
assistant Jimmy Bell, who lives in the
same road as John in Kirkby, while the
playing staff also boasts a huge
Knowsley influence. John explains, 
“At one stage there were seven or eight
players from Kirkby as well as lads from
Huyton and Knowsley Village.”

The local influence even goes as far as
the fans. Despite being around 40 miles
away, scores of local schoolchildren have
been rooting for Stanley – a legacy of
John’s days as a primary school teacher
at St Aloyious School in Huyton.

He quit the school to go full-time at
the Interlink Express Stadium but still
returns to the “Alleys” to run the school
football team. “I think if you asked the

kids what teams they follow outside of
Liverpool and Everton, most would say
Accrington,” he says with a smile.

After scoring more than 500 goals in
a non-league career that included spells
at Kirkby Town, Burscough, Marine
and Southport, John’s break into
management came with Lancaster. 
He joined Stanley in 1999 and is now
hoping his no-nonsense style can take
the club further up the leagues.

“I don’t set any limits or ceiling to
my ambitions. The club has grown 
very quickly and the success on the
field has probably taken everyone a
little bit by surprise. How high we can
go depends on what happens within
the club as well.”

John is fiercely proud of Kirkby,
where he still lives with his wife
Lorraine and three children. He added,
“Whenever there’s an argument, I point
out that Kirkby’s had world champion
boxers and people who have picked up

the European Cup like Dennis
Mortimer and Phil Thompson. You
don’t get many towns that can boast
two European Cup captains.”

And what about the dream job – 
a role at Liverpool FC, who he has
supported since he was a boy? He
adds, “All the people who are at the
top had to start somewhere.” And he’s
right – look at Accrington Stanley.

JohnColeman
ACCRINGTON STANLEY’S return to the Football League after 44 years away 
was masterminded by a man from Knowsley, with a little help from his friends.
By Gareth Roberts
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O NE hundred years ago on June 25
1906, William Benjamin Bowring
signed a deed of gift to turn Roby

Hall Estate into Bowring Park. To
officially present the park to the people,
he chartered a steam train from Lime
Street Station a year later to bring over
300 guests to Roby. Now the Friends of
Bowring Park and Knowsley Council are
working together to relive those historic
events through a host of events.

On June 25 2006 the park will host a
Centenary Gala from midday, with live
entertainment from clowns, jugglers and
performances of The Bothy – a short play

performed by local schools about the
history of the park. Dray horses and
carts will help to set the scene, along
with roundabouts, sideshows, steam
organs, bric-a-brac and book stalls.
Further events throughout 2006 are set
to include an August holiday club with
centenary themes and a December craft
fayre and grotto.

Next year, historic steam trains will
also play their part in the celebrations.
On June 10 2007, four steam shuttle
services will run between Lime Street
and Earlestown, dropping off at Roby
where passengers can walk to Bowring
Park for a Steam and Vintage Gala.

Then on June 12 2007 a steam train
will bring civil dignitaries and guests
from Lime Street to Roby, to mark the
centenary of the official presentation of
Roby Hall Estate as the new Bowring
Park. Celebration plans include an 

Edwardian costume picnic for guests
and schoolchildren.

Events will also be taking place in
2007 to celebrate the famous Liverpool
to Manchester line, the world’s first
mainline passenger railway. Built
originally to reduce costs of transport
between Manchester (the centre of the
textile industry) and Liverpool (the
most important port in the north), it
was opened by the Duke of Wellington
in 1830. 

Celebrations will include a day return
excursion from Lime Street to Hebden
Bridge on June 9 2007, passing through
Roby and along the embankment which
once bordered the Roby Hall Estate.
Steam locomotives will haul eight
carriages, each bearing the name of 
the eight trains that took part in the
original 1830 opening parade. 

The Friends of Bowring Park hope 
to offer sites to voluntary groups, as a
donation towards costs and to raise
money for their own causes. The group is
also seeking corporate sponsors for the
steam trains. For more information call
482 1116 or email fobp@merseymail.com

ALL ABOARD FOR
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
GALA events, live entertainment 
and steam trains are set to 
celebrate 100 years of Bowring Park.

Bowring Park
through time
31761: Roby Hall built by John

Williamson of Liverpool.
31906: William Benjamin Bowring

buys estate from William
Pilkington and offers it to the City
of Liverpool for the use of the
people ‘for all time’.

31907: Park is presented as
Bowring Park and during the
year 11,000 schoolchildren visit
for picnics.

31913: Opening of Bowring Park
Golf Course – 1st municipal
course in England.

31915: First 6a tram – destination
Bowring Park.

31939-45: Park used as a farm
and army camp during Second
World War.

31950s: Restoration as a public
park and golf course.

31973: M62 opens, cutting through
the estate.

32005: £5,000 awarded to Friends
of Bowring Park by Awards for
All to fund writing, drama, and
art workshops for local schools
at the park.

Do you have any memories of the Bowring Park you would like to share with Knowsley
News? Do have any pictures or memorabilia? If so, please write to Knowsley News,
Communications Office, Knowsley Council, Archway Road, Huyton, L36 9YU. 
Or you can email knowsleynews@knowsley.gov.uk.
Pics courtesy of Knowsley libraries archive service.

HISTORY

ROBY HALL

BOWRING PARK TODAY
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A FRESH new focus on children and 
young people in Knowsley is offering 
more experiences, opportunities and 
facilities in the borough.

Thanks to the council’s biggest ever 
youth strategy a major restructure of 
existing youth provision is underway. 

This includes a range of sporting, 
artistic and technology based activities, 
an innovative enterprise scheme and a 
major award programme to recognise and
celebrate the contribution that teenagers make
to their community.

Easter Hustle attracts the crowds
OVER 8,500 young people enjoyed a range 
of Easter holiday activities as the Hustle
programme was launched in Knowsley.

Hustle builds on a host of existing activities
and services for young people across the
borough, while at the same time identifying
new opportunities and ways to provide young

people with what they want – somewhere to go
and something to do.

Plans are already in place to improve on the
success of the Whit and Easter holidays to
ensure that the summer holidays will see the
best ever range of activities for young people
within Knowsley.

Cllr Larry Nolan, Cabinet Member for
Children’s Services, said: “The great results
from the Easter Hustle programme show that
young people want to get involved in exciting
activities. We’re going to build on this success
to ensure that we continue to provide top-class
activities and facilities for the young people of
this borough.”

Bikes in flight
YOUTHS in Kirkby are hitting the ramps at
Knowsley’s newest skateboard park, which
officially opened on Saturday, April 8 at
Wignall Park on Bewley Drive, Kirkby.

With 11 ramps and six grind rails, the skate
park was built thanks to nearly £100,000 of
funding from the Big Lottery Fund Fairshare
Programme. It was installed by Playworld
Systems, is the first public skate park to be built
in Knowsley and is suitable for youngsters aged
seven to 16.

Andrew McCormick, Assistant Director of
Leisure and Community Services, said: “This
new skate park is a fantastic addition to the
borough and provides our young people with
an area where they can take part in
skateboarding and BMX biking – something
they have been wanting for some time now.

“This is part of our commitment to take a
fresh look at the provision of leisure activities
for young people to ensure this important
group are not left with the feeling that there is
nowhere to go.”

Knowsley’s got
the young at heart 
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Who are councillors?
Representatives elected by the
public to serve the community.
They:
� make important decisions

about local services. 
� are democratically accountable

to residents of their ward
� follow a code of conduct,

monitored by the Standards
Committee 

� meet together as the council to
decide policies and budgets

How are decisions made?
The Cabinet, a group of 10
councillors including the leader,
meet every three weeks to make
decisions about a variety of issues
that affect the community. The
Cabinet oversees all council
services and recommends policies
to the Full Council.

Get involved with 
your local council
There are many ways to get
involved, you could:
� participate in council meetings 
� keep up-to-date with access to

meeting papers and notes
� contact your local councillor

about matters that concern you
� become a local councillor or

work for your local council
� register and use your vote at

local elections

Talk to your councillor
Most councillors hold regular
surgeries which give residents the
chance to talk through any local
community issues with their 
ward councillor. 

Details of these surgeries can be
found in one stop shops, libraries
and at www.knowsley.gov.uk

DAVID Lonergan has been a Knowsley
councillor for more than four years. The 37
year old represents the Cherryfield ward in
Kirkby and recently became cabinet member
for neighbourhood delivery. 

7am: Breakfast then check emails and give
neighbourhood wardens a call to see if
anything has happened overnight in the area.

8.30am: Paperwork on a commercial
property – I combine my council work with a
day job as a chartered surveyor. Being
home-based allows flexible working, so I
can keep on top of my duties as a councillor.

11am: Meet with police and neighbourhood
wardens in Kirkby. Talk about anti-social
behaviour and, in particular, how to
address the problem of youths on
scrambler bikes.

1.30pm: Cabinet meeting in Huyton – listen
to reports and make decisions on a wide
range of topics from schooling to waste
management

4pm: Meet with Pete MacLeod, Knowsley’s
Executive Director for Neighbourhood
Delivery, to talk about recycling and street
cleansing.

5.30pm: Back home – deal with post and
emails and respond to local residents who
I’ve met through my surgery.

6.30pm: Attend Brooks Resident Association
monthly meeting – talk through all their
concerns.

8.30pm: Eat and catch up on the news. Read
some papers for the next planning meeting
and make some notes on a couple of the
applications.

11.30pm: Time for bed, after a quick check
of tomorrow’s diary.

Your guide to
councillors
in Knowsley

Whitefield

Park Shevington

Northwood

Kirkby Central

Cherryfield

Stockbridge

Page Moss

St. Bartholomews

Swanside
Roby

Longview

Prescot West

St. Michaels

Prescot East

Whiston
North

Whiston
SouthSt. Gabriels

Halewood 
West

Halewood North

Halewood
South

A day in the life of a councillor 

- Interview by Nina Robb

HAVE you ever wondered what councillors
do? Now is your chance to find out.
Knowsley has 63 councillors, 21 electoral
wards and one leader of the council.
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Knowsley councillors: who’s who

CHERRYFIELD 
Jayne Aston 

Lab 

CHERRYFIELD 
Ted Grannell 

Lab 

CHERRYFIELD
David Lonergan MRICS

Lab 

HALEWOOD NORTH
Shelley Powell 

Lib Dem

HALEWOOD NORTH
Dave Smithson 

Lib Dem 

LONGVIEW 
Diane Reid 

Lab  

LONGVIEW 
Samuel Lee 

Lab 

NORTHWOOD 
Edward Connor 

Lab 

NORTHWOOD 
Terence Garland 

Lab 

HALEWOOD WEST
Norman Hogg 

Lab 

KIRKBY CENTRAL
Jackie Harris 

Lab

KIRKBY CENTRAL
Bill Brennan 

Lab 

KIRKBY CENTRAL
Marie Stuart 

Lab 

LONGVIEW 
Mike Kearns 

Lab

HALEWOOD SOUTH
Dorothy Birch 

Lib Dem 

HALEWOOD NORTH
Sarah Smithson 

Lib Dem 

HALEWOOD SOUTH
Lindsay 

Moorhead-Taylor 
Lab 

HALEWOOD SOUTH
Susan Smith 

Lib Dem

HALEWOOD WEST
Bob Swann 

Lab 

HALEWOOD WEST
Thomas Fearns 

Lab 

THIS IS KNOWSLEY THIS IS KNOWSLEY  THIS IS KNOWSLEY  THIS IS KNOWSLEY  THIS IS KNOWSLEY
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The council has 63 councillors, or elected members, who represent particular areas known as
electoral wards. There are 21 wards and all have three councillors who each serve for four years.
For contact numbers or details of ward boundaries call 443 3502 or 
visit www.knowsley.gov.uk/a-z/councillors.html 

NORTHWOOD 
Michael Murphy  

Lab 

PAGE MOSS 
Larry Nolan 

Lab 

PAGE MOSS 
Tommy Russell 

Lab 

PAGE MOSS 
Ken McGlashan 

Lab 

PARK 
John Greer 

Lab 

PARK 
Bob Crummie 

Lab 

SHEVINGTON 
Ray Halpin 

Lab 

SHEVINGTON 
Malcolm Sharp 

Lab 

ST. BARTHOLOMEWS 
Tony Cunningham 

Lab 

PRESCOT WEST
Ian Smith 
Lib Dem 

PRESCOT WEST
Mike Wynn 

Lib Dem 

ROBY 
Joan Quilliam 

Lab 

ROBY 
Graham Morgan 

Lab 

ROBY 
Christine O’Hare 

Lab 

SHEVINGTON 
Thomas Grierson 

Lab 

PARK
Ernie Parker 

Lab 

PRESCOT EAST
William Sommerfield 

Lib Dem 

PRESCOT EAST
Joan McGarry 

Lib Dem 

PRESCOT EAST
Joe McGarry 

Lib Dem 

PRESCOT WEST
Marjorie Sommerfield 

Lib Dem 

THIS IS KNOWSLEY THIS IS KNOWSLEY  THIS IS KNOWSLEY  THIS IS KNOWSLEY  THIS IS KNOWSLEY
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ST. GABRIELS 
Joanne Hedges 

Lab

ST. GABRIELS 
Frederick Fricker

Lib Dem 

ST. GABRIELS 
Brian O’Hare 

Lab 

ST. MICHAELS 
Ken Keith

Lab 

ST. MICHAELS 
Edward Baker 

Lab 

ST. MICHAELS 
James Keight OBE JP

Lab 

STOCKBRIDGE 
Bill Weightman 

Lab 

STOCKBRIDGE 
Michael Foulkes  

Lab 

STOCKBRIDGE 
Dennis Baum 

Lab 

SWANSIDE 
Graham Wright 

Lab 

SWANSIDE 
Ron Round JP

Lab 

SWANSIDE 
Bob Maguire 

Lab 

WHISTON NORTH
Ron Gaffney 

Lab 

WHISTON NORTH
Sandra Gaffney 

Lab 

WHISTON NORTH
Pauline Kelly 

Lab 

WHISTON SOUTH 
Vince Cullen 

Lab 

WHISTON SOUTH 
Tony Newman 

Lab 

WHISTON SOUTH 
Lorraine Donovan 

Lab 

WHITEFIELD 
Jean Keats 

Lab 

WHITEFIELD
Jane Clarke 

Lab 

WHITEFIELD
Norman Keats 

Lab 

THIS IS KNOWSLEY THIS IS KNOWSLEY  THIS IS KNOWSLEY  THIS IS KNOWSLEY  THIS IS KNOWSLEY

ST. BARTHOLOMEWS 
Margaret Harvey

Lab 

ST. BARTHOLOMEWS 
Arthur Murphy

Lab 

www.knowsley.gov.uk
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MUSIC

24 June
� Knowsley Summer
Proms featuring the
North of England
Concert Orchestra
Knowsley Hall, Prescot,
Knowsley
An orchestral proms
night with the North of
England Concert
Orchestra, conducted
by John Pryce-Jones
with featured vocal
soloists in the
wonderful grounds of
Knowsley Hall, the
family home of the
Earls of Derby. Picnic
style event with no
reserved seating. Gates
Open at 5.30pm with
show at 8.30pm.
Tickets: Adults £18.50
Under 14’s £10 Family
ticket – 2 adults 2
under 14’s £48.00.
Contact: 0870 444 4800
or go to www.tlrc-
concerts.co.uk

25 June 
� Status Quo at
Knowsley Hall
Knowsley Hall, Prescot,
Knowsley
The party certainly ain’t
over for legendary
Status Quo. Quo have
had more hit singles
than any other band in
UK chart history and
they just keep Rockin!
No reserved seating,
general admission.
Gates 5:30pm, show
8:00pm. All tickets
£32.50. Tel: 0870 444
4800 or go to www.tlrc-
concerts.co.uk

30 June - 23 July
� Liverpool 
Summer Pops
This July a 4,500 all-
seater big top arena
will again play host to
big name artists from
the world of music and
entertainment on
Liverpool’s waterfront.
For tickets tel: 
0870 151 4000

30 June: AUSTRALIAN
PINK FLOYD
1 July: OSCAR
PETERSON
2 July: PET SHOP BOYS
3 July: WHITESNAKE
5 & 6 July: THE WHO
7 July: JAMES BROWN
8 July: NEW ORDER
10 July: SIMPLE MINDS
11 July: CORINNE
BAILEY RAE

12 July: JEFF
BECK/BUDDY GUY
14 July: RONAN
KEATING
16 July: A-HA
17 July: WESTLIFE
18 & 19 July: 
SIMPLY RED
20 July: SUGABABES
21 July: IL DIVO
22 July: AUSTRALIAN
PINK FLOYD
23 July: BRYAN ADAMS

31 August
Spencer Davis
The Cavern, Liverpool
This rock star from
Wales, who created the
famed Spencer Davis
Group in 1963, has
close to a dozen top 10
hit songs, including
Gimme Some Lovin’,
Somebody Help Me, I’m
A Man, and Keep On
Runnin’. Tickets £17.
Tel: 222 1957

12 September
Chas and Dave
The Cavern, Liverpool
Don’t worry, it’s cool to
like Cockney comedy
rock n’roll duo after
their support slots with
The Libertines. Tickets
£12. Tel: 222 1957

THEATRE

26 June - 1 July 
Rocky Horror Show
Liverpool Empire
A new production of the
quirkiest rock 'n' roll
musical ever. Starring
Suzanne Shaw from
Hearsay. Tickets
£11.50-£27.50. 
Tel: 0870 6063536

15 July 
Colin Fry
Liverpool Empire.
Widely regarded as one
of the world's finest
spiritualist mediums.
Tickets: £22.50. Tel:
0870 6063536

25 - 29 July 
Horrible Histories:
Terrible Tudors &
Vile Victorians
Liverpool Empire
Using a combination of
actors and
groundbreaking 3D
special effects, history
is brought to life on
stage. Tickets £10-
£14.50. Tel: 0870 6063536

What’s On Each issue we keep you
up to date with what’s
happening in your area I N  A N D  A R O U N D  K N O W S L E Y

WESTLIFE: The Irish foursome return to the big tent

ALBUM REVIEW

� SHACK – ON THE CORNER OF MILES AND GIL
THE fifth studio album from Scouse group Shack is one of 
their finest, and for that we must partly thank Noel Gallagher’s 
Sour Mash label. 
The Oasis star stepped in to sign the band, fronted by Kensington 
brothers Mick and John Head, when they were left without a deal 
following their last album, Here’s Tom with the Weather.
And while some of Gallagher’s decisions are highly questionable –
supporting Manchester City and 
not trimming his eyebrows
among them – this could be
one of his better moves.
Miles and Gil ranges from
dreamy to dazzling and from
mellow to mean. Mick Head
was once described as the
greatest songwriter in Britain
– and after managing to sing
about Home and Away and
Richard & Judy without
prompting a cringe, I’m 
not going to argue.
GARETH ROBERTS
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3 - 26 August 
Brick Up The Mersey
Tunnels
Royal Court, Liverpool.
Support Kirkby writers
Dave Kirby and Nicky
Allt and watch this
hilarious play about
what happens when
Liverpool falls out 
with the Wirral. 
Tickets £10-£23.50. 
Tel: 0870 787 1866

29 August - 2
September 
Grease
Liverpool Empire
Voted No1 in Channel
Four’s the 100 greatest
musicals, the show is
packed with
unforgettable songs
from the hit movie.
Tickets £6-£27.50. Tel:
0870 6063536

EVENTS

11 June Knowsley
Corporate Challenge
Knowsley Hall
Participants can walk
or run a 5km traffic-

free course and take in
the beautiful scenery of
Lord Derby’s estate.
11am-1pm. £28 per
team. Tel: 443 2155

14 - 15 June 
Kwik Cricket
Tournament Year Six
Pupils
Prescot & Odyssey
Cricket Club (14 June) 
Huyton Cricket Club 
(15 June)
Inter-school kwik
cricket competition.
Winning school to go
forward and represent
Knowsley at the
Lancashire Kwik
Cricket Festival. 
12-6pm. Tel: 443 5713

22 June 
Knowsley Junior
Course Fishing
Festival
Halsnead Park, Whiston
A great chance for
junior enthusiasts to
sample Halsnead’s big
lake, which is renowned
for its quality fishing.
Tel: 443 2153

24 June 
Whistonbury
Stadt Moers Park,
Whiston
Activities for all the
family including a
summer fair during the
day, live music at night
and a barbeque. Bring
your own food. 10am-
10pm. Tel: 489 1239

25 June 
Bowring Park Gala
Bowring Park, Huyton
Activities and charity
stalls to celebrate its
centenary. Members of
the Bowring family are
expected to attend.  12-
5pm. Tel: 443 3682

1 July 
Halewood
Community Festival
Halewood Leisure Centre
A fun packed event,
featuring music, dance,
drama, sports and arts.
12-5pm. Tel: 443 2153

2 July 
Teddy Bears Picnic
Sawpit Park, Huyton
Bring along a picnic
and a teddy bear and
join in a fun afternoon
of games and
entertainment. 1-3pm.
Tel: 443 3682

7 July 
Royal Liverpool
Philharmonic
Orchestra
Kirkby Sports Centre
The Philharmonic is
hosting the series of
concerts in the
borough, starting with
this lively evening of
summer music. Tickets
£6.50/£4.50 cons. 7.30-
9.30pm. Tel: 443 5619

8 - 9 July 
Merseyside Youth
Games
Venues across
Merseyside
Over 500 young people
from Knowsley will
compete in a range of
sports against
neighbouring boroughs.
Spectators welcome.
Tel: 443 5713

12 July 
Race for Life
Knowsley Hall.
Women-only 5k run or
walk which will raise
money for Cancer
Research UK. 7.30-
9.30pm. Tel: 443 2153

15 July 
Millbrook Fayre
Millbrook Park, Kirkby.
Bags of fun including
arts, crafts, circus
workshops, falconry
and dog displays. 12-
4pm. Tel: 443 3438

22 July 
Theatre in the Park –
The True Adventures
of Baron
Munchhausen
Stadt Moers Park,
Whiston.
Enjoy a board-treading
experience with a
difference as Stadt
Moers is transformed
into a giant promenade
theatre for the
weekend. Tickets: £6/£4
conc. Tel: 443 5619.

22 July 
Theatre in the Park
Stadt Moers Park,
Whiston.
Enjoy a board-treading
experience with a
difference as Stadt
Moers is transformed
into a giant promenade
theatre for the
weekend. Tickets: £6/£4
conc. Tel: 443 5619.

22 - 23 July 
Liverpool - Knowsley
Mini Cup
King George V Sports
Complex, Huyton.
Football competition for
seven to 10-year-olds.
Tel: 443 2154

25 - 30 July 
The THINK! Road
Safety Liverpool –
Knowsley
International Youth
Soccer Tournament
Geoffrey Hughes
Playing Fields,
Liverpool.
Over 30 visiting teams
from across the world
compete against around
100 UK-based sides.
9am-8pm. Tel: 443 2154

25 - 30 July 
Liverpool - Knowsley
Soccer Tournament
Geoffrey Hughes
Playing Fields,
Liverpool.
Over 30 visiting teams
from across the world
compete against around
100 UK-based sides.
9am-8pm. Tel: 443 2154

26 - 27 July 
11 & 17 August 
Orienteering
Henley Park, Whiston
(26 July)
Halewood Park (27 July)
Court Hey Park (11
August)
Millbrook Park, Kirkby
(17 August)
Use a map, compass
and brainpower to find
the clues and solve the
puzzle to claim a prize.
1-3pm. Tel: 489 1239 /
488 6151 / 443 3682

30 July 
Summer Sizzler
Halewood Park
A afternoon of food, fun
and entertainment for
all the family.

What’s On Each issue we keep you
up to date with what’s
happening in your area I N  A N D  A R O U N D  K N O W S L E Y

Family fun guaranteed 
at the Halewood

Community Festival
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Refreshments provided,
bring your own food for
the barbecue. 12-4pm.
Tel: 488 6151

2 August 
National Play Day
River Alt Resource
Centre, Huyton
Bring along the family
and enjoy activity-based
projects and games.
12.30-3.30pm. 
Tel: 443 2843

3 August - 1
Sepetmber 
Pond Dipping
Halewood Park 
(3 August)
Stadt Moers Park 
(1 September)
What weird and
wonderful creatures
lurk in the deep? Get
dipping and find out! 
All equipment provided.
1-3pm. Tel: 488 6151/
489 1239

6 August 
Knowsley Flower
Show
Court Hey Park, Huyton
As well as a giant floral
marquee, there is a
host of entertainment
and attractions
including circus acts,
crafts and displays.
11am-5pm. 
Tel: 443 2152

10 & 16 August 
Minibeast Hunt
Halewood Park (10
August)
Stadt Moers Park,
Whiston (16 August)
Enjoy a rummage
through the
undergrowth in search
of the tiny creatures in
our parks. All
equipment provided. 
1-3pm. Tel: 488 6151 /
489 1239

11 August 
Make the Ladybug
Stadt Moers Park,
Whiston
Make your own little
ladybug to match the
park’s bigger version.
Wear old clothes and
get ready to make a
mess. 1-3pm. 
Tel: 489 1239

15 August 
Teddy Bears Picnic
Whitestone Millennium
Green, Whiston
Come along and join
the fun – and don’t
forget your teddy bear
and a picnic! 1-3pm.
Tel: 489 1239

20 August 
Talk to the Flowers
Henley Park, Whiston
Gardening tips, stalls
and activities including

face painting, circus
skills and arts
workshops. 12-4pm.
Tel: 489 1239

25 August 
Knowsley Junior
Golf Open
Bowring Park Golf
Club, Huyton
More than 100 young
golfers compete in this
ever-popular
tournament. 
Tel: 443 2153

25 & 26 August 
Fly a Kite
Whitestone Millennium
Green, Whiston (25
August)
McGoldrick Park,
Huyton (26 August)
Make your own flying
contraption and see if it
soars in the sky. 1-3pm.
Tel: 489 1239 / 443 3682

26 August 
Fun Day
McGoldrick Park,
Huyton
An afternoon of fun and
entertainment as part
of the Arts in the Parks
Programme. 12-4pm.
Tel: 443 3682/443 5619

3 September 
Country Show
Halewood Park
Attractions include a
birds of prey display,
woodland arts and
crafts, beekeeping and
outdoor survival skills.
12-4pm. Tel: 488 6151

8 - 10 September 
Heritage Open Days
Prescot Parish Church
An opportunity to visit
the only Grade One
listed building in
Knowsley. Built in 1610,
it boasts a 15th Century
vestry, a magnificent
Jacobean ceiling and

panelling and a
Norman font. Open 8
Sept 12.30-3pm, 9 Sept
10am-4pm, 10 Sept
12.30-4pm. 
Tel: 426 8113

REGULARS

� Words and Pictures
Knowsley Libraries. 

Stories and crafts for

the under fives. Call for

dates and times.

Tel: 448 0944

Monday-Saturday

� Junior Shapers
Huyton Leisure Centre. 

Fitness for youngsters.

3.30–5.30pm weekdays,

9–12pm on Saturdays. 

Tel: 443 3761

Mondays

� Ladies Only Swim
Huyton Leisure Centre.

8–9pm. 7.30-8pm on

Sundays. 

Tel: 443 3761

� 50+ Club
Huyton Leisure Centre.

1–3pm Mondays and

Wednesdays. 

Tel: 443 3761

Tuesdays and
Wednesdays
� Tai Chi
Huyton Leisure Centre. 
9–10am Tuesday, 2–3pm
Wednesday. 
Tel: 443 3761

Wednesdays
� Tea Dance
Huyton Suite. 
Put on your glad rags
and dancing shoes, and
have some fun. 1–4pm. 
Tel: 0151 443 3761

� Line Dancing
Huyton Suite. 
Come along and join 
in this fun and exciting
activity, which can help
you keep fit. 7–11pm. 
Tel: 443 3761

Last Friday evening 
of the month
� Big Band Night
(Norman Roy
Orchestra)
Huyton Suite. 
This popular monthly
event sees live bands
performing some of 
the top ballroom hits 
of the 1940s. 
Tel: 443 3761

Saturdays
� Youth Night
Huyton Leisure Centre.
5-8pm. 
Tel: 443 3761

Young golfers tee off in this year’s Junior Golf Open

KNOWSLEY FLOWER
SHOW 2006: set to be the
biggest and brightest yet
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DVDs

Crash 
An excellent analysis of
race relations in
America, but done in an
exciting way. A fine,
multi-ethnic, ensemble
cast of characters
moves through the city
of Los Angeles, during
a 36-hour period,
weaving in and out of
each other’s lives. 
Some will be changed
forever as they try to
struggle with their
fears and prejudices,
whilst others will not
make it through at all.  
Frank Wilson

The Skeleton Key 
This film is set in the
swamps of Louisiana,
against the stunning
backdrop of New
Orleans. When hospice
worker Caroline Ellis
grows disillusioned
with her job she takes
on a position looking
after stroke victim Ben
Deveraux. 
His wife Violet gives
Caroline a skeleton key,
which opens all the
doors to the house. As
time goes on, Caroline
realises that there is
more to the place than
meets the eye, in
particular an attic room
that she is forbidden to
enter. 
This film has many
twists and turns and a
very unexpected
ending, making it
superb to watch. 
Joanne Allcock,
Halewood Library

BOOKS

My Sister’s Keeper
By Jodi Picoult
This book made the
hairs on my arms stand
on end!  It was a
concept so frighteningly
real and so very
possible.
I rode a roller coaster
of emotions while
reading this – anger,

frustration, pity, and by
the end, gut-wrenching
sorrow mixed with
happiness.
As a mother I was faced
with the question,
“Would I, wouldn’t I?” I
would recommend it
100%.  It’s a must read
book. 10/10!
Margaret McStein-
Roberts, Whiston
Library Sure Start
Reading Group

A Season on the
Brink – Rafael
Benitez, Liverpool
and the Path to
European Glory
By Guillem Balague
When Rafael Benitez
was appointed by
Liverpool, his coaching
methods would lead to
a revolution, and glory. 
This book charts the
2004/2005 season in
which Liverpool went

from under-achievers
to Champions of
Europe via Cardiff,
Burnley and Istanbul.
Well-written, it’s a
must for any lovers of
the beautiful game.
Joanne Murphy,
Stockbridge Library

Sophie's Bakery for
the Broken Hearted 
by Lolly Winston
When 36-year-old
Sophie Stanton loses
her young husband to
cancer, she longs to be
a graceful and
composed widow.
However, after guzzling
ice cream for breakfast
and turning up for work
in her dressing gown
and bunny slippers,
Sophie has soon lost
her job, and her
waistline. 
Sophie leaves California
for Oregon, where she
fulfils a lifetime
ambition to open her
own bakery. Along her
journey she makes a
motley collection of
friends. This is a
bittersweet novel
exploring bereavement
and coping with loss
with great humour and
empathy.
Alison Cassidy, Page
Moss Library

Walker Book of
Bedtime Stories
Every child likes to
cuddle up for a bedtime
story.  Here’s an
excellent collection of
stories for very young
children from a well-
known publisher of
children’s picture
books. 
The stories are no more
than three or four
pages so Mum and Dad
won’t get bored either.
There are lovely
illustrations depicting
the action too, so if you
can’t yet read you can
follow the story in the
pictures.
Sue Stone, Stockbridge
Library

Shelf Life Highlights from the latest best-selling
books and new release DVD’s available
from the borough’s librariesB Y  K N O W S L E Y  L I B R A RY  S TA F F

DVDs to look out for: 

Tales of the City
More Tales of the
City

Chronicles of Narnia
(BBC)

Telly Addicts DVD
Game

Alone in the Dark

Bill Bailey Live

Lesley Garrett: the
Singer

Billie Holiday: the
Lady Day’s Life

War of the Worlds
(Tom Cruise)

Books to look out for: 

The Da Vinci Code,
Dan Brown

Faithless, Karin
Slaughter

Extreme: My
Biography, 
Sharon Osbourne

Vanishing Acts, 
Jodi Picoult

Wicked! Jilly Cooper

Predator, 
Patricia Cornwell

Labyrinth, 
Kate Mosse

Angels and Demons,
Dan Brown
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Eat five a day
HEALTH

Get fitter and healthier with five portions of fruit and vegetables a day.

E VERY week a new diet, detox or
workout promises to work
miracles for your health.

But there’s a cheap and easy way of
controlling your weight and reducing the
risk of heart disease, stroke and cancer
without breaking the bank.

Eating five portions of fruit and
vegetables a day is the basis for any
healthy lifestyle. They are packed with
vitamins and minerals and an excellent
source of fibre and antioxidants. 

What’s more, they are thought to delay
the development of cataracts, reduce
symptoms of asthma, improve bowel
function and help manage diabetes.

The Department of Health’s drive to
increase the amount of fruit and
vegetables eaten in Britain is a key feature
of the Government’s prevention strategy
to reduce early deaths from cancer and
heart disease.

Knowsley Council and its partners
have been playing their part in the drive
with a number of initiatives to encourage
healthy eating in the borough. Younger

pupils are being given a piece of fruit
at break-times, and fruit tuck shops
will replace vending machines.

Schools have also held fruit and
vegetable tasting sessions, introduced
children and parent fitness and
cooking sessions, arranged
demonstrations of sports and focused
the curriculum on healthy lifestyles. 

A fruit on desks scheme is in
operation at workplaces around the
borough and a Veggie Van delivers
fruit and vegetables to schools and
businesses, as well as carrying out
street sales in some areas.

Knowsley also runs an Eat Safe/Eat
Well award scheme and these are
presented to businesses that prove they
operate their business to a high level of
hygiene and encourage healthier eating
in their establishments.

For more information visit
www.5aday.nhs.uk and
www.eatwell.gov.uk or contact
communityfoodsafety@knowsley.
gov.uk

Ann Fitzsimmons,
Community Cook,
helps mums and
children try out
some recipes for
healthy meals and
snacks at St
Margaret Mary’s
Catholic Junior
school in Huyton.

What counts as one ‘portion’?
3 Fresh, frozen, chilled, canned, 100% juice and

smoothies all count, as do dried fruit and vegetables 
3 Fruit and vegetables don't have to be eaten on their

own to count. You can include vegetables found in
soups, stews or sandwiches

3 Fruit and veg in ready meals, pasta sauces and
puddings also contribute but these foods can be 
high in salt, sugar and fat

3 Dietary supplements like vitamins and minerals 
do not count 

3 Potatoes do not count. This is because they are
classified as starchy foods 
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Useful numbers

Emergencies (Out of hours)
(Monday–Friday 5pm–9am 
and all day Saturday and Sunday)
Highways, footways and street lighting 443 2800
(Monday-Friday 8pm-8am, Saturday before 9.30am 
& after 1pm, all day Sunday and Bank Holidays)
Homelessness and Social Services 07659 590081
(Monday-Friday 5pm-9am and all day Saturday, Sunday 
and Bank Holidays)
Housing Repairs 290 7375/449 3958

Additional useful numbers

News

NHS Direct
0845 4647 24 hours

customerservices
@knowsley.gov.uk

Opening up 
for local Art
ARTISTIC talent in
Knowsley once again
shines at the annual Open
exhibition. 
Knowsley Open is a chance
for artists living or working
in the borough to put their
artwork on display to the
public, and even to sell
some of their creations.
The exhibition is available
to all ages, skill levels,
amateurs or professionals.
The annual exhibition is
growing in popularity 
every year and runs from
June 12 to September 3 at
Kirkby Gallery, Newtown
Gardens. To enter, or find
out more, contact 
0151 443 5617 or email
arts.galleries.dlcs@
knowsley.gov.uk

Sportsmark 
School Award
BROOKFIELD SCHOOL in
Kirkby has scooped an
award for its commitment
to sport.
The Bracknell Avenue
school was one of just 74
schools nationwide to land
the Sportsmark Gold
Extension Award.
The school was also
recently re-designated in
the Specialist Schools
Programme as a Specialist
Sports College.

New stores 
sound good
HUYTON is to get its first
dedicated music store.
Music Zone will be one of
the stores in the new
shopping centre being built
on the site of the old Asda
in the centre of the village. 
Clothes store New Look
will also move to the new
centre from its current
Derby Road location, along
with a huge new
Wilkinson’s store. 
The new centre, due to
open this summer, will
feature over 26 units. 

Fire
Huyton Fire Station, Huyton Lane,
Huyton. 01744 697712
Kirkby Fire Station, Webster Drive,
Kirkby. 0151 546 5151
Whiston Fire Station, Fire Station
Road, Whiston. 0151 426 6424
Police
Halewood Police Station, 
Leathers Lane, Halewood. 
Open Monday–Saturday 7am–10pm,
Sunday 10am–6pm.

Huyton Police Station, Lathom Road,
Huyton. Open 24 hours.
Kirkby Police Station, St Chads Drive,
Kirkby. Open 24 hours.
Prescot Police Station, Derby Street,
Prescot. Monday-Friday 7am–11pm,
Saturday 10am-6pm.
To contact your police station call
Merseyside Police switchboard on 
0151 709 6010
Citizens Advice
0845 1221300

Benefits (Housing and
Council Tax)
443 4042
Births, Marriages 
and Deaths
443 5210
Business Rates 
443 4089
Business Services (Advice,
Funding, Recruitment and
Training)
477 4000
Children’s Information
Service
443 5633
Complaints and
Compliments
443 4031
Consumer Advice/Trading
Standards 
443 4711
Council Tax 
443 4476
Council Tax and Benefits
Fraud Hotline 
0800 073 0532
Dangerous Buildings/
Structures/Trees 
443 2380

Education General
Enquiries 
443 3232
General Enquiries
489 6000
Highways (including
footways and street
lighting)
443 2800
Homelessness 
290 7190
Housing General Enquiries 
443 5834
Housing Repairs 
(Knowsley Housing Trust
East)
0800 731 2023
(Knowsley Housing Trust
West)
0500 969694
Job Vacancies 
443 5000
Neighbourhood Wardens

Huyton South
443 3395
Halewood 
443 2171
Kirkby South 
548 2725

Stockbridge Village 
230 0407
Tower Hill 
547 5183
Prescot & Whiston
443 4692

Pest Control 
443 2455
Planning Enquiries
443 2380
Refuse Collection
443 2400
School Admissions 
& Exclusions
443 3212
School Attendance 
Service 
443 3279
School Bus Passes
443 5609
Traffic Signal Faults
443 2349
Truancy Hotline 
0800 073 6161
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FEATURE

Fun and flowers for
budding botanists

ORGANISERS are
promising a blooming
good time for all the
family at Knowsley’s
annual flower show.
By David Tuzio

3 Placing a few slices of lime
underneath your cabbage
and cauliflowers
prevents them being
eaten by pigeons

3 Use plenty of farm
manure when planting
vegetables, and use
netting to protect it from
birds

3 When planting corn, dig a
hole six inches deep and use
a little sand to help with good
drainage

3 For best results with carrots
use fertiliser, and not
manure     

DON’S TOP GARDENING TIPSTHE Knowsley Flower Show is a
great day out for visitors to Court
Hey Park in Huyton, but for

green-fingered gardening experts like
Don Sutcliffe (pictured below) it’s a
year-round passion.

Don, of the Whiston Horticultural
Society, helped to found the show and
has played a key part in helping to
establish the free event as one of the
best of its kind in the region. And he
admits his fascination with flowers
means he never stops thinking of ways
to improve the yearly extravaganza.

Don said: “From the minute the
show ends to the start of next year’s
event, the planning never stops. I think
that’s why the show has been such a
roaring success and I believe it will only
get bigger and bigger.”

Now in its eighth year, the show is
already well established, with more than
10,000 people expected on August 6.
Don puts the success of the show down
to its unique mix of fun and flowers,
coupled with a fantastic location.

He added: “The show has been so
popular because we’ve done things very
differently to flower shows elsewhere.
The Knowsley Flower Show has a lot of
different events and activities that make

it fun and original. Plus families feel
safe and comfortable coming to Court
Hey Park and we try our best to make it
attractive and approachable.” 

This year’s event will feature the usual
giant floral marquee, housing over 400
exhibits ranging from absolute beginner
to master class level. New for 2006 is a
youth village featuring live bands, dance
workshops and face painting while a
street theatre and fair rides will keep the
younger children happy.

A gardeners’ question time will also
give budding botanists the chance to
grill the green fingers while other
attractions include a healthy living
initiative with fresh fruit smoothies,
competitions, falconry displays, dog
obedience shows, craft workshops and
trade stalls. 

The Knowsley Flower Show is at
Court Hey Park, Huyton, on
August 6, 11am-5pm.
Admission is free. For
more information visit
www.knowsley
flowershow.com or
contact Sharon Doyle
on 433 2155 or
sharon.doyle@
knowsley gov.uk
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FEATURE

K NOWSLEY Council has been
working with its partners to
ensure plans are in place if there is

an outbreak of bird flu in the area.  
Avian Influenza, or Bird flu as it is

more commonly known, is an infectious
disease affecting many species of birds,
including commercial, wild and pet
birds. Some forms can cause mild to
severe illnesses in humans.

Here’s our guide to everything you
need to know about the disease and how
to deal with it.

What causes bird flu? 
Bird flu is caused by different subtypes
of influenza ‘A’ virus affecting chickens,
ducks and other birds. Viruses, which
cause mild disease, can mutate into
forms that can cause serious disease.

How do outbreaks of 
bird flu spread? 
Domestic birds can get infected when
they share water with wild birds or use
water contaminated by infected
droppings. Contaminated equipment,
vehicles, feeds, cages, or clothing,
especially shoes, can carry the virus
from farm to farm.

How is bird flu transmitted 
to humans?
From direct or indirect contact with
infected wild ducks and chickens. A
person handling or coming near sick
birds can inhale dust containing the
virus. There is no reported case of bird
flu in humans after handling dressed
chicken. The virus is inactivated by heat
– you can’t get bird flu from thoroughly
cooked chicken meat and there is no
evidence of human-to-human
transmission.

What are the signs and
symptoms in humans?
Very similar to other influenza viruses –
fever, muscle weakness/pain, sore throat,
cough and conjunctivitis.

What is the treatment 
of bird flu?
Treatment for the infection is essentially
the same as for other flu viruses. 

Is there a vaccine 
against bird flu?
No. The vaccine against the circulating
strains in humans is not protection from
bird flu. But poultry handlers, workers
and breeders should have this anyway to
prevent a combination of avian and
human influenza virus.

How can we prevent bird flu?
Thoroughly wash hands with soap and
water before and after handling chicken
meat, clean kitchen surfaces and utensils
before and after use, and cook chicken
well by ensuring boiling temperature is
reached. If you keep chickens, do not let
them roam freely.

Is it safe to travel to countries
affected with bird flu?
Bird flu is not transmitted from one
person to another. Individuals at risk
are those directly or indirectly exposed
to sick chickens and other fowl.
Travellers to countries affected with
bird flu should not to go to bird parks,
poultry farms or markets where live
poultry is sold.

If you have any more concerns you
can check the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
(DEFRA) website
www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/
diseases/notifiable/disease/ai/
index.htm 

To report dead birds, or for further
advice on avian flu, please contact the
Defra Helpline (08459 33 55 77) and
choose the Avian Influenza option,
which is open from 8:30am to 8:00pm.

Well prepared for bird flu
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ASK THE EXPERT  

Q “My gas bills have
gone up so much that

I’m worried I can’t afford to
pay them anymore. How can
I pay less for my gas?”

A “You could look at
changing your supplier.

This may seem daunting but for
free impartial advice you can
either ring Energy Watch on
0845 906 0708 or visit their web
site at www.energywatch.org.uk
They can give you advice about
choosing the most competitive
supplier.

“You could also look at your
method of payment. If you are using
a prepayment meter you are paying a
lot more than someone who is paying
by direct debit or via
quarterly bills. If
you are struggling
to pay an energy
bill then contact
the supplier and
explain the
problem and work
out a payment
scheme.

“It is important
that you maintain a
sufficient level of
heating to keep you warm and well. A
damp, cold, poorly heated and
insufficiently insulated house can
lead to ill health, especially amongst
the elderly or more vulnerable.”

Q “I want to change my central
heating boiler and I need advice

on what’s the most energy efficient.
Also, can I get a grant to help me
pay for this?”

A “Contact the Merseyside Energy
Efficiency Advice Centre. They

offer free impartial advice and can find
out information on your behalf. There
are over 50 Energy Efficiency Advice
Centres across the country, so you can
pass the same number to friends and
family and it will link to your local
branch. Call freephone 0800 512 012.”

Q “I have tried to cut my energy
costs by turning down my

central heating, but now
my house is cold.
What can I do?”

A “First of all
make sure

your house is well
insulated – this
could help save
you over £100 a
year on your fuel
bills. Owner-
occupiers and
those who
privately rent
can get grants
for loft and cavity
wall insulation through the Knowsley
Heatstreets Scheme. You may also be
eligible for a Government Warm Front
Grant for heating measures in your
property. To find out more ring the
Merseyside Energy Efficiency Advice
Centre on freephone 0800 512 012.

“Also look at installing low energy
light bulbs which cost more than a
standard bulb but last ten times longer
and more importantly use less than a
fifth of the electricity.”

Save energy and £££s
SALLY CARTER, Knowsley Council’s Energy Efficiency Officer, answers your questions on

how to save energy and money at home.

OVERTO YOUIf you would like a 
question answered and think a

council expert might be able to
help, write to Ask the Expert,
Knowsley News, Municipal
Buildings, Archway Road,

Huyton, Knowsley, L39 9YU or
email to knowsleynews@knowsley.gov.uk

SALLY CARTER
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Heroes’ welcome for
our Dallas Cup stars
LOCAL lads return 
after best ever 
showing in world 
youth competition

A SQUAD of teenage footballers
returned to Knowsley as heroes
after a superb string of

performances in one of the toughest
youth competitions in the world.

The under-19s progressed through
the group stages in the Dallas Cup and
made it all the way to the final before
losing 3-1 to FC Texas Black in 95-
degree heat at the 25,000-seater FC
Dallas Frisco stadium.

But there was no shame in that. The
Dallas Cup has a global reputation as a
competition that attracts entrants of the
highest quality. This year’s competition
contained 28 of the best non-
professional under-19s teams in the
world.

And in 15 years of entering teams in
the tournament Knowsley’s previous
best was a semi-final appearance in
2000.

Now the 18 players who represented
the borough will be hoping they
impressed watching scouts from
American Universities who could offer
sporting scholarships.

One player has been approached by a
professional team in the USA’s MLS
league and is in talks over a possible
move.

But the trip to the USA wasn’t all
about football. Knowsley’s players
stayed with local families during the
tournament and feedback from them
has been extremely complimentary.

The squad started their tour with a
visit to New York as guests of the
Manhattan Soccer Club. This annual
Friendship weekend started five years
ago in the aftermath of 9/11. 

Knowsley were welcomed with a
reception at the City Hall before playing
friendlies with young teams from
Manhattan and then moving on to
Austin, Texas to meet Austin Capitals
Soccer Club.

Dave Mercer, Tournament

Programme Manager, said: “Although
the players and staff are disappointed at
not winning the competition, their
achievement has to be put into
perspective. Some of the boys have
already been approached by colleges in
America offering them opportunities
that could change their lives forever.

“This trip has been a huge success,
not only because the team reached the
final but also in terms of the players’
development and future opportunities.”

SPORT SPECIAL

30 EXCELLENT ACCESSIBLE SERVICES

A SERIES of bike rides have been organised in
Knowsley which offer a great way to get fit and
explore the borough at the same time.

Rides start at 6pm and suit all abilities but are
particularly suitable for beginners. They last
about an hour each, are mostly car-free and are
led by trained staff.

There are some bikes available on the day, 
but numbers are limited. Children under 14
years old must be accompanied by an adult. 
To book your place contact Steve Carson on

443 2230 or email
steve.carson@
knowsley.gov.uk

Dates as follows:
3 June 29, Stadt Moers Park, Whiston
3 July 13, Knowsley Village
3 July 27, Halewood Park
3 August 10, Kirkby
3 August 24, Cronton
3 Sept 7, Stadt Moers Park, Whiston 

Group Stage
Knowsley Youth 4
Dallas Texans Red South 3

Knowsley Youth 0
TSC Classics Premier 0

Knowsley Youth 2
West Valley Samba 1

Quarter-Finals
DFW Tejanos Premier 0
Knowsley Youth 6

Semi-Finals
Knowsley Youth 4
Wolfpack Blue 3

Final
Knowsley Youth 1
FC Texas Black 3

RESULTS

GET ON YER BIKE!
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PUPILS from Knowsley Schools have
been setting a shining example to
England’s World Cup team in some

recent football tournaments.
Liverpool stars Djimi Traore and

Momo Sissoko were full of praise when
they presented a team of Year 6 pupils
from St Margaret Mary Catholic Junior
School with the winners’ trophy at a
recent schools cup competition at
Anfield. 

The pupils were also introduced to
former Liverpool FC legends, including
Phil Neal. Christopher Long, 11, picked
up the Player of the Tournament trophy
and another Knowsley team, Kirkby
Church of England Primary, also
qualified for the semi finals.

Phil Doyle, head teacher at the Huyton
school, said: “We have never won this
competition before but many people
commented on the team’s outstanding
performance. We are extremely proud of
their achievement which should be
celebrated throughout Knowsley.”

Pupils from Holy Angel’s RC Primary
School have also had some great success
at 7-a-side. The team is set to play in the
final stage of the Sainsbury’s Schools FA
Tournament after qualifying through
regional heats.

The team will represent the North of
England in the final of the tournament at
Keele University in June – one of only
eight schools in the country to do so.

Local school wins gold
BROOKFIELD SCHOOL in Kirkby
has recently scooped an award for
its commitment to sport.

The Bracknell Avenue school was
one of just 74 schools nationwide to
land the Sportsmark Gold
Extension Award.

The school was also recently
redesignated in the Specialist
Schools Programme as a Specialist
Sports College.

New gym for karate kids

PUPILS at a Knowsley primary
school can get fit and have fun in a
new fitness and exercise suite
funded by lotto cash.

St Margaret Mary’s Catholic
Junior School in Huyton have used
a £327,000 Big Lottery Fund grant
to carry out a major refurbishment
of the gymnasium and changing
rooms.

The new gymnasium and fitness
suite – also open to the community
– was launched with a VIP visit
from Chris Cray, a Shotokan Karate
World and European Champion
who attends Malvern Karate Club.

Head Phil Doyle said “This new
gymnasium and fitness suite is a
dream come true for us. It will
benefit our pupils, staff and the
local community.”

Liverpool stars praise pupils

St Margaret Mary Catholic Junior’s football squad,
who were victorious in the Liverpool FC 7-a-side cup.

TWO Kirkby boxing clubs have moved to a new home
after more than 30 years at Kirkby Sports Centre.
Knowsley Vale and Kirkby ABC have moved to the 

Ju-Jitsu building, at the side of the centre, which offers 
more space and better facilities. 

Trainers and officials are delighted with the move. 
The new training facilities offer a much better 
environment for young boxers to train and will go a 
long way to help both clubs develop and move forward. 

More than 50 young people currently attend training
every night for each of the clubs, not including the senior
amateur boxers.

Boxers from both clubs have reached ABA champion
status and represented England. Kirkby ABC has produced
two world champions, John Conteth and Paul Hodkinson. 

For more information about either club contact Kirkby
Sports Centre on 443 4404.

New boxing facilities
a real knockout
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