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After the expense of Christmas and the
excitement of New Year we have the perfect
pick-me-up for your dented wallet!

Knowsley News has
teamed up with
Farmfoods to give away
£50 worth of vouchers
to one lucky reader.

Enter our competition and you could be
celebrating the New Year with a trolley
load of groceries – for free.

To enter, simply tell us the answer to
this question:

Howmany bulbs will it take to light up
Knowsley’s Town Centres this Christmas?

(clue – the answer can be found inside
this edition of Knowsley News).

Answers on the back of a postcard by
18 December to:

Knowsley News
Farmfoods competition
Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council
FREEPOST LV6600
Liverpool L36 6AB

for free!

New Centres
for Learning –
take a look...
Centre pages

Christmas
lights
go greener

03

12 tips
for a happy
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festive season
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Your views
If you have any comments or would
like to write a letter for publication,
please contact the editor, Jayne Pugh.

Knowsley News
Knowsley Metropolitan
Borough Council
FREEPOST LV
L AB

telephone: 443 3672
fax: 443 3072
e-mail:

knowsleynews
@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley News is also available
in other formats including Braille,
large print and audiotape. If you
are registered blind or visually
impaired you should receive an
audiotape version of the magazine.
Telephone customer services on
 

or email

customerservices
@knowsley.gov.uk

Welcome to the new look

This issue, we have given your magazine a bit of a
revamp. We wanted it to be brighter, better and an even
more enjoyable read. Please let us know what you think.
“
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Knowsley Council is
set to have a green
Christmas thanks to
new energy-saving
bulbs for this year’s
town centre displays.Take a look...

Centre pages

There has been a great build-up
to the new state-of-the-art Centres
for Learning which will replace
the existing secondary schools in
Knowsley. But what is it that makes
them so different, so much better
than current facilities?

in this issue:

03

Forget Beijing –
it was Knowsley’s turn
to stage the Olympics.

22

20 Best in the North West for
smoking quitters

20 Christmas Concert

20 Flying the flag

20 Help to get back to work

21 Take control of your care

22 ‘Olympics’ launches get fit
initiative for older people

25 South Huyton

26 North Huyton

27 South Kirkby

28 North Kirkby

29 Halewood

30 Prescot, Whiston, Cronton
and Knowsley Village

One of the highlights of the past
few weeks for me was attending our
annual Celebration of Achievement
evening, at which some of our many
talented, courageous and thoughtful
young citizens of the borough were
recognised.

It was a really uplifting occasion,
especially when there is so much
negative publicity given to young
people these days. You can read all
about it on page six.

There was good news, too, from
our local businesses at the recent
Economic Forum Business Awards.
It is encouraging to know, in the
current financial climate, that many
of our businesses are still optimistic
about the future.

And, as you can’t have failed to notice,
Christmas is only just around the
corner. This issue we’ve produced a
handy pull-out mini magazine packed
full of tips and hints to ensure your

 TIPS FOR

A HAPPY AND
HEALTHY
FESTIVESEASON

Centre pull-out

Knowsley News is produced by Knowsley
Council four times a year and distributed to
all households in the borough. The next
edition will be published in January 2009.

Designed by origincreativedesign.com
0161 495 6546. Printed by The Website on
Signa Coat Silk: 100% waste paper (secondary
fibre), mainly from household collections,
minimum 50% post consumer waste, no
chlorine bleaching in production process.

family celebrations are merry, green
and safe. It has everything from
cooking a turkey to recycling your
tree, so do take a look. Best wishes
for a very merry Christmas and
happy New Year.

“

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

Your neighbourhood 24



Knowsley
needs YOU!
Are you 16-25 and looking for
some direction in life or need
some work experience?
Get in touch with your local
volunteering team to find
opportunities that suit you and
help your local community.

Or, if you work for a charity, get
in touch if you need more
volunteers or support. If you’re
already volunteering somewhere,
get in touch and we can help
you with accreditation and an
invitation to our free Casino
Awards Night!

See our website
www.vknowsley.org.uk
or contact David at
d.given@knowsleycvs.org
or 489 1222

What’s hot

KNOWSLEY COUNCIL IS SET
TO HAVE A GREEN CHRISTMAS
THANKS TO NEW ENERGY-
SAVING BULBS FOR THIS YEAR’S
TOWN CENTRE DISPLAYS.

The Christmas lights are almost
entirely LED, longer lasting and
need very little power. Around
, bulbs will light up
Knowsley’s town centres in
Huyton, Kirkby and Prescot as
well as displays in Whiston
Village and Halewood.

nformation is available at local
libraries and school children
have received specially created

activity booklets to help them
learn about Knowsley’s history.

You can find your way around
the artefacts by following the map
(available from libraries), and
plaques are on display at each of
them explaining their history and
the restoration work carried out.

Across the borough, eight of
Knowsley’s historic crosses,
milestones and landmarks have
been restored to their original glory.
The two-year project has been a
real success and the enthusiasm of
Knowsley’s residents will ensure that
its heritage and history continues
to be celebrated in the future.

The Heritage Lottery Fund provided
funding for the restoration of
historic crosses, milestones and
landmarks.
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Who do you
think you are?

Campaign
helps residents
gain almost

£1m

A CAMPAIGN, TO MAKE SURE ANYONE ENTITLED TO BENEFITS KNOWS
WHAT HELP AND SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE TO MAKE APPLYING EASIER, HAS
RESULTED IN RESIDENTS CLAIMING ALMOST £1 MILLION IN UNCLAIMED
BENEFITS. DURING THE LAST  MONTHS THE INITIATIVE HAS RESULTED IN:

I

RESIDENTS’ MEMORIES AND EXPERIENCES OF
KNOWSLEY HERITAGE HAVE BEEN CAPTURED
TO DISCOVER MORE ABOUT WHO WE ARE.

£0.92m
Helping residents
gain access to

10
Saving Preventing a further

people from eviction

216
cases going before
the courts

The campaign is being jointly funded by Knowsley Housing Trust, which refers
tenants to the council for benefit advice. If you would like further information
on benefits entitlement, please call 443 4042.

in previous unclaimed
benefits

Christmas and New Year
refuse and recycling collections
During the Christmas and New Year period, there will be a revised collection service.

Current Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
collection day 22 December 23 December 24 December 25 December 26 December

Revised Saturday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Saturday
collection day 20 December 22 December 23 December 24 December 27 December

Current Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
collection day 29 December 30 December 31 December 1 January 2 January

Revised No No No Friday Saturday
collection day Change Change Change 2 January 3 January

Youth jazz band ‘The Carolinas’ is
celebrating after bringing a worldwide
competition to Merseyside. The Kirkby
based band has persuaded the UK
Federation of Jazz Bands to hold its
2009 World Championships in Liverpool.
This year ‘The Carolinas’ won a number
of categories including first place in
their division, Best Display and, jointly,
Best Music.

THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
WAS AN AMAZING EXPERIENCE
SO IT IS FANTASTIC NEWS THAT
WE’RE BRINGING NEXT YEAR’S
COMPETITION HOME.

Beverly Harris, Carolinas Jazz Band Trainer

“ “

Carolinas jazz things up

Please note from Monday, 8 December 2008 to Friday, 27 February 2009, there will be
no blue bin garden waste collections. Collections will start again from Monday 2 March
on your normal recycling collection day.

Christmas lights

go greener

Have a green Christmas
Court Hey Park and Holy Family Social
Club. Don’t forget to use your grey
recycling bin and collection points to
recycle glass, cans, paper, plastic and
cardboard. For further information
contact the Environmental Helpline
on 443 2400.

Please recycle your real Christmas trees.
These can be recycled from Saturday,
3 January 2009 to Sunday, 11 January
2009 between 10am and 4pm at the
following community recycling points:
Halewood Park; Stadt Moers Park;
Millbrook Park Millennium Green;



ince it was formed in 2003,
the Trader Approved Scheme
Knowsley (T.A.S.K.) has helped

more than 8,600 people gain access to
reputable traders, vetted by Knowsley
Council’s Environmental Health and
Consumer Protection team.

The scheme was set up by Knowsley
Council in conjunction with Knowsley
Pensioners Advocacy and Information
Service.

There are now 71 traders from a wide
range of disciplines signed up. These
include joiners, plumbers, roofers,
gardeners, general handymen and
larger building firms.

Knowsley’s Cabinet Member for
Corporate and Customer Services,
Cllr Ken Keith said: “T.A.S.K. is a
fantastic initiative which gives our older
and vulnerable residents peace of mind
when inviting traders into their home.

“It was developed to tackle the
problems caused by rogue traders
who often tout for business door-to-
door, carrying out poor quality and
over-priced work.

“Not only do our residents benefit
from T.A.S.K., but the registered traders
do as well.”

If a Knowsley resident needs a trader,
for any size job, they can call T.A.S.K.
on 546 6680 between 9am and 4pm,
Monday to Friday. They will then be
given details of a reputable trader
who has been vetted by Knowsley
Council’s Environmental Health and
Consumer Protection team and has
agreed to abide by a code of practice.

Cllr Ken Keith
Knowsley’s Cabinet Member for
Corporate and Customer Services

IT IS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE
OF PARTNERSHIP WORKING
BETWEEN LOCAL GOVERNMENT,
THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR AND
LOCAL BUSINESSES IN AN
ATTEMPT TO MAKE OUR
COMMUNITY A SAFER AND
BETTER PLACE TO LIVE
AND WORK.

Beating
rogue
traders
A SCHEME TO PROTECT KNOWSLEY’S
OLDER AND VULNERABLE RESIDENTS
FROM ROGUE TRADERS IS
CELEBRATING ITS TH ANNIVERSARY.

S
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What’s hot

“

“

L iverpool FC and England
star Steve Gerrard has been
granted Freedom of the

Borough by Knowsley Council.

The award was given in recognition
of his outstanding contribution to
national and international football,
and his position as a role model to
young people, at a prestigious
celebration at the Huyton Suite.

It is only the fourth time Knowsley
has bestowed this honour and is
the first for 20 years.

Leader of the Council, Cllr Ron Round,
said: “This is a special honour and, in
Knowsley’s case, a rare one which we
only award for truly exceptional
individuals.

“He is an excellent ambassador for
Knowsley and a great role model. His
story is one of talent, commitment and
passion which has seen him grow into

“ “

Above:
(from l-r) Leader of Knowsley Council,
Cllr Ron Round; the Mayor of Knowsley,
Cllr Michael Foulkes; Knowsley Council
Chief Executive, Sheena Ramsey;
Deputy Mayor, Cllr Dave Smithson
and Steven Gerrard.

Top: Street Feet, a dance group made
up of Knowsley youngsters, entertain
the guests.

JUST ASK TASK

546 6680

Knowsley News

Steven
Gerrard

Knowsley honours

THIS IS A VERY SPECIAL HONOUR
FOR ME AND EVEN MORE SO AS IT IS
AWARDED SO RARELY, SO I’D LIKE TO
THANK KNOWSLEY COUNCIL. I'M VERY
PROUD OF THE AREA THAT I GREW UP
IN AND PROUD OF THE COMMUNITY
I CAME FROM. THESE ARE THE FAMILY
AND FRIENDS WHO HAVE BEEN WITH
ME SINCE I DREAMT AS A BOY OF BEING
A PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALLER.

Steven Gerrard

“

“
a world-class player. It sends a
message to young people
everywhere that with hard work
and persistence, they too can realise
their dreams.”

Steven, 28, was born and grew
up on Huyton’s Bluebell Estate.
He first played football for Whiston
Juniors, before being spotted by
a Liverpool scout aged eight.

Steven and guests were also
treated to a showcase of young
talent including the Knowsley
Singers and Street Feet street
dance group.

STEVEN IS TRULY PROUD OF
HIS EARLY YEARS IN THE
BOROUGH AND IS THE FIRST TO
ACKNOWLEDGE THE INFLUENCE
OF HIS ROOTS.

Cllr Ron Round

By Louise Douglas
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he theme of the Celebration
of Achievement was All Stars,
as everyone was a winner,

including ex-Knowsley students who
presented the awards, such as:
• Paul Goodall, who has a DPhil in

Physics and is a member of the
Royal Astronomical Society;

• Flight Lieutenant Rachel Riley,
RAF Hercules Pilot; and

• Fire-fighter Simon Edwards.

Some of this year’s winners included:

Maggie Edwards, who had a full
attendance record at Knowsley
Central Primary Support Centre for
eight years.

Matt Smith, aged 12, who attends
Halewood College, received a
standing ovation. Matt was diagnosed
with cerebral palsy at birth in 1995.

Although people’s opinions are
changing, Matt was subjected to
the “well, he won’t really achieve
anything” attitude, which was like
a ‘red rag to a bull’ for him.

Matt decided to educate others.
“I felt that people really didn’t
understand what it’s like to be in a
wheelchair. Less advantaged doesn’t
mean less alive. So I started to write
down my feelings – I’m good at writing,
so I found it easy to turn my thoughts

into presentations which I then gave
at school assemblies. It’s been really
rewarding, helping others to see the
full picture.”

There was also an award for
Faye Lafferty, who attended St Anne’s
Catholic Primary School. Faye had
Aplastic Anaemia, a rare blood
disorder. She had a bone marrow
transplant in May but sadly passed
away in July, aged just  years old.

Faye was nominated for the award
by Headteacher, Maggie Keating,
because of ‘her determination to
attend school despite her illness and
always having a positive attitude with
a beaming wide smile’. Heather and
Sophie Lafferty, Faye’s sisters, received
the award on her behalf.

T

Celebrating
the young stars
ofKnowsley

Matt Smith

Faye Lafferty

“WE ASKED SOME CELEBRITIES
AND SUCCESSFUL YOUNG
PEOPLE WHO ORIGINATE FROM
KNOWSLEY TO JOIN US ON
THE DAY AND WHAT IS MORE
IMPORTANT IS THAT THEY WERE
SURROUNDED BY PEOPLE FROM
THE BOROUGH WHO ARE
JUSTIFIABLY PROUD OF THEIR
ACHIEVEMENTS.

Cllr GrahamWright
Cabinet Member for Children’s Services

“

07

Pupils from St Joseph’s
Catholic Primary School, in
Huyton, gave a convincing
performance of traditional
samba dance, ‘Batticuta’.

By Jane Janaway

THE SIXTH ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT AT THE LIVERPOOL
PHILHARMONIC HALL GAVE RECOGNITION TO PUPILS FROM ACROSS KNOWSLEY
WHO EXCELLED THEMSELVES ACADEMICALLY AND PERSONALLY.
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Recycling service
goes sky high

uilding on the success
of the new grey bin
recycling scheme launched

earlier this year, the council
introduced a new service for those
residents living in high and low
rise properties. This ensures that
everyone has the chance to do
their bit for the environment.

Earlier this month householders
living in flats across Halewood,
Huyton, Prescot, Stockbridge
Village and Kirkby were each given
hessian bags to collect their waste
for recycling. New recycling facilities
have also been installed on site
for residents to empty their
recycling bags.

Cllr David Lonergan, Cabinet
Member for Neighbourhood
Delivery said: “We want to make
sure that everyone has the chance
to recycle as much of their waste
as possible. We have been working
closely with Knowsley Housing Trust
and Villages housing associations
to make sure we give residents in
high and low rise flats a service
that’s easy and convenient to use.”

And he praised the public’s
response to the new grey bin
service which has seen a 42%
increase in recycling rates across
Knowsley since it was introduced
in June:

“We’d like to say a big thank you
to everyone who has helped make
the new recycling service such a
success, helping us to exceed our
recycling target of 25% for this year.
But we still need to recycle more
and need every one of our residents
to get involved in this service and
do their bit for the environment
and the local community.”

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT FOR
RECYCLING IN KNOWSLEY AS THE
BOROUGH’S WASTE COLLECTION
SERVICE GOES HIGH RISE.

B

Transforming
livesPEOPLE WHO HAVE FALLEN INTO A LIFE OF CRIME ARE NOW

BEING GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO TURN THEIR LIVES
AROUND THANKS TO THE SAFER KNOWSLEY PARTNERSHIP.

If you are interested in finding
out more about how you, too, can
get help and support to divert
you away from crime, contact
Chris Green on 777 6606
or Gun and Gang Hotline now
on 0800 458 1211.

The Safer Knowsley Partnership
includes Merseyside Police,
Knowsley Council, Merseyside Police
Authority, Merseyside Fire and
Rescue Service, Knowsley Primary
Care Trust and other partners
working with the local community
to reduce crime and disorder
across Knowsley.

The partnership is helping to
drive down crime across the
borough by taking tough

enforcement on those committing
crime and supporting individuals who
are interested in turning their back
on crime.

Someone who has taken up this
offer is a man from Huyton, who has
asked to remain anonymous, but
wants to let people know it is
possible to change.

KNOWSLEY NEWS ASKED HIM HOW EFFECTIVE THE SUPPORT HAS BEEN:

What support have you
been offered?
A range of options was offered to
me including training to gain skills,
work placements and employment
opportunities.

How do you feel the support
has benefited you?
In every way – I’m hoping to get
a long-term job that will last my
lifetime.

What would be your advice to
others who are being given the
opportunity of support?
Take it! Help is there for you
and there aren’t any catches.

“
“

What criminal activity did
you get involved in?
I was involved in drugs, mainly the
supply of Class A drugs and Cannabis.

What made you want to move
away from a life of crime?
Having a family and children –
I wanted to be around for them.

By Cathy Sheel
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In focus

GIVEN THE CURRENT
ECONOMIC CLIMATE, I THINK
IT’S EVEN MORE LIKELY THAT
THESE PROPOSALS REPRESENT
A ONCE IN A LIFETIME
OPPORTUNITY AND I’M
LOOKING FORWARD TO A
POSITIVE OUTCOME FOR
KIRKBY AND ITS PEOPLE.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

“

“

We want to do all we can to secure a
brighter future – that is why we are
committed to the public inquiry
process.”

So just what powers does this kind of
inquiry have, and how will it work?

WHEN IS THE INQUIRY
TAKING PLACE?
Tuesday to Fridays beginning at am.
At least one evening session will also
take place during the course of the
inquiry.

WHO RUNS THE INQUIRY?
The inquiry inspector is Wendy
Burden, a chartered town planner.
She will be responsible for hearing
from all parties with support from
two assistant inspectors and a
programme officer.

WHO CAN SPEAK AT THE INQUIRY?
Anyone with an interest in the
proposals, either as a group or
individual, has the opportunity to
speak at the inquiry. Interested parties
have already formally registered their

intention to be involved. Anyone else
wanting to find out more about this
should contact Yvonne Parker, the
Programme Officer (contact details
are provided on Knowsley Council’s
website).

WHOMAKES THE FINAL DECISION?
Once the Inspector has heard from
all parties, she will submit her
recommendations to the Secretary
of State for Local Government and
Communities, who will then make
the final decision.

WHENWILL THE DECISION
BE MADE?
There is no deadline for this,
although most cases are determined
within 12 weeks from the close of
the inquiry.

HOW FINAL IS THE DECISION?
The minister’s decision is final. Only
if there are major problems with the
process of the inquiry can a judicial
review be called. This is highly
unlikely and research shows that this
happens in less than one per cent
of cases.

WHAT NEXT?
If the plan is given the go-ahead,
work is expected to start on the
development soon after. The minister
may also decide to impose a set
of conditions setting out certain
things that must be done for the
development to go ahead. In this
case, some time may be taken to fulfil
these conditions before work begins.

If proposals are rejected, then there
is no alternative plan at present.
The council will continue to seek
regeneration for Kirkby.

For more information and updates
log on to: www.knowsley.gov.uk
and click the link to Kirkby Public
Inquiry.Your guide to the

Destination
Kirkby public inquiry

THE PUBLIC INQUIRY INTO THE
DESTINATION KIRKBY PROPOSALS
HAS NOW BEGUN IN THE KIRKBY
CIVIC SUITE ON CHERRYFIELD DRIVE.

he inquiry will hear evidence
from all parties interested in
this project, whether they are

for or against the proposals. It will run
for four weeks prior to Christmas and
begin again in the New Year for
approximately a further two weeks.

Cllr Ron Round said: “We welcome the
public inquiry and look forward to the
final decision sometime in the New Year.
It’s been an uncertain year for the people
of Kirkby and we recognise that this has
caused concern about what the future
will hold.

“We know that the people of Kirkby
want the regeneration of the town,
which is in need of major investment.

T

By Caroline Adams
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Knowsley’s

brightest businesses
KNOWSLEY BUSINESSES WERE HONOURED FOR THEIR INNOVATION AND CONTRIBUTION
TO THE COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT AT THE SIXTH ANNUAL KNOWSLEY ECONOMIC
FORUM ENTERPRISE AWARDS.

he evening celebrated the
variety, enthusiasm and high
number of entrepreneurs in

the borough. It also provided an
opportunity to raise money for the
Mayor’s charities, which are
Alzheimer’s Society based in Kirkby,
Bradbury Fields Services for Blind
and Partially Sighted People, also in
Kirkby, Knowsley CAMHS – The
Wellcroft Centre based in Huyton
and others.

Sheena Ramsey, Chief Executive
of Knowsley Council, presented the
awards, which was held at the
Huyton Suite in association with the
Mayor of Knowsley’s Charity evening.

Steve Swift from Aerelink, based at
Knowsley Industrial Park, won the
award for Best Entrepreneur of the
Year. Steve founded Aerelink in
2004 and it is now the UK’s leading
wireless solutions and systems
integrator, providing professional
services to telecoms companies.

“I am thrilled to receive the award for
Entrepreneur of the Year and I really
enjoyed the awards ceremony.
Aerelink has been based in Knowsley
since 2004 and the assistance we
have received from Knowsley Council
and Knowsley Chamber of Commerce
has ensured that we can continue to
be successful. Knowsley’s long-term
plan of creating sustainable

businesses and sustainable
communities is one that I am very
passionate about and I look forward
to Aerelink contributing towards a
more prosperous Knowsley in the
future.”

Leader of Knowsley Council Cllr Ron
Round said: “It was a pleasure to be
able to meet some of the people
behind the borough’s biggest business
success stories, and give them some
recognition for the work they put in
each and every day of the year.

“Knowsley is a great place to do
business, and, as these awards have
once again shown, we have a great
wealth of business talent in the area.”

Last year’s winner of Best
Entrepreneur, Victoria Corcoran and
Craig Hailes of Rent-A-Bod and the
Small Animal Hotel, were highly
commended. During the last year
they have gone on to meet HRH
Prince of Wales and the Chancellor of
the Exchequer when they represented
the North West for the Prince’s Trust.
They became Make Your Mark
Ambassadors and were chosen as
inspirational role models for young
people and were shortlisted for
‘Best Young Entrepreneur’ at the
Morgan Foundation awards.

Sheena Ramsey presents Steve Swift, of
Aerelink, with the Best Entrepreneur of
the Year award.

Best Enterprise Student
Winner: Mia McArdle
Highly Commended:
Amy Grierson and Steven Ryan

Best Small Business
Winner: Total Glass Ltd
Highly Commended:
Euroliters Ltd and Achievement Sports

Most Innovative Business or
Organisation
Winner: Aerelink Ltd
Highly Commended:
The Small Animal Hotel and Avanti
Environmental Group Ltd

Best Community or Social Enterprise
Winner: National Wildflower Centre
Highly Commended: Acorn Farm and
The Veggie Van

Best Contribution to the Environment
Winner: King Construction
Highly Commended: Atlas Sheds Ltd

Silver Entrepreneur of the Year
Winner: Jane Marshall (Jane Marshall
Management Partnership Ltd)
Highly Commended: John McManniman
(J Mc Services)

Best Entrepreneur of the Year
Winner: Steve Swift (Aerelink Ltd)
Highly Commended: Mark Doyle
(King Construction)

Best New Business
Winner: Collage Marketing Ltd
Highly Commended: K4 Media Ltd

Fastest Growth Company in Knowsley
Winner: Abbey Engineering Ltd
Highly Commended: Metro Security
Services and KHT Services Ltd

Outstanding Contribution to the
Borough of Knowsley
Winner: QVC
Highly Commended: Peter & Lorraine
Tyer (Suites Hotel, Knowsley)

Winners and highly commended

T

Frank Robinson and Kieran Murphy, of QVC,
were presented by Sheena Ramsey and
Cllr Ron Round with the award for Outstanding
Contribution to the Borough of Knowsley.

THERE ARE SOME REALLY
INSPIRING STORIES OF NEW
START-UP COMPANIES AND
ENTREPRENEURS IN KNOWSLEY
WHO HAVE MADE A REAL
SUCCESS OF THEIR BUSINESSES.
WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON
SUPPORTING BUSINESSES BOTH
SMALL AND LARGE, AND THE
AWARDS HAVE DEMONSTRATED
THE DIFFERENCE THAT PROJECTS
LIKE FRESH START, THE ENTERPRISE
ACADEMY AND SILVER
ENTREPRENEURS CAN MAKE.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

“

“

12 www.knowsley.gov.uk

By Lisa Bennett

Sheena Ramsey, Chief Executive
of Knowsley Council, presents Mia
McArdle, aged 15, from All Saints
School in Kirkby, with the award
for Best Enterprise Student.
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Knowsley’s
mostwanted
behind bars
A CRACKDOWN ON THE WORST OFFENDERS IN KNOWSLEY
HAS SEEN THE BOROUGH’S MOST NOTORIOUS CRIMINALS
LOCKED UP FOR A TOTAL OF MORE THAN 38 YEARS.

he successes are down to the
Safer Knowsley Partnership
tackling the ‘most wanted’

criminals – those who commit the
most serious offences, and who are
most likely to be repeat offenders.

Statistics show that half of all crime
is committed by 10% of offenders –
so taking these offenders off the
streets has made Knowsley a safer
place to be. Crime is already down
29% on last year.

The Prolific and other Priority
Offender (PPO) team, part of
Knowsley’s Anti-Social Behaviour
Unit, are behind this drive to reduce
re-offending through a range of
activities including:
• Catch and convict: targeting, by

all lawful means, individuals who
commit the most crime in their
area, or cause most harm to their
community.

• Rehabilitate and resettle: offering
those who have shown
a willingness to change their
criminal lifestyle a range of

support and interventions,
including educational and work-
based training courses, addressing
accommodation, health and welfare
issues. They also maintain regular
contact with the individuals to help
prevent them reverting to their
criminal lifestyle. In the last 12
months more than , visits and
interviews have taken place.

• Prevent and deter: working with
the youth services to prevent young
people engaging in offending
behaviour and becoming prolific
offenders.

James Quinn, 23, from Kirkby,
was sentenced at Liverpool Crown
Court on 23 September 2008, to 4½
years for possession of a Class A
controlled drug (heroin and cocaine)
with intent to supply.

Carl Tankard, 20, from Huyton,
was sentenced at Liverpool Crown
Court on 5 September, to 2½ years
for burglary.

Directory
helps victims
of crime
The Safer Knowsley Partnership
has produced a new directory
to help people experiencing
crime. The directory tells people
where they can get help, as well
as offering practical advice on
staying safe, specialist advice
on parenting issues and going
to court.

Councillor Mike Murphy, Chair of
the Community Safety and Social
Inclusion Scrutiny Committee,
said:

“Crime can affect anyone. But there
is a range of support and advice
available so that people don’t feel
isolated. This directory aims to
inform people what to do, where
to go and who can help should
they become the unfortunate
victim of crime.”

How do I get a copy?
• Knowsley Council’s website:
www.knowsley.gov.uk/
policing/victim_support.html

• Crime and Disorder Strategy
Unit on 443 3181 or email
colin.hewitt@knowsley.gov.uk,
including your postal address,
to request a copy of the
directory.

• Alternative formats and
languages, telephone:
443 3181.

Caron Astbury, Tenancy Enforcement
Officer for Knowsley Housing Trust,
with Councillor Mike Murphy.

The Knowsley Singers recently managed to beat US
Presidential candidate Barack Obama into second
place on YouTube with their ‘anthem for change’.

The Knowsley Singers, a choir made up of 45 pupils
from all of the secondary schools across Knowsley,
have recorded a cover of the McFadden &
Whitehead hit ‘Ain’t No Stopping Us Now’ at the
historic and prestigious Parr Street Studio in
Liverpool, where acts such as Coldplay, Doves,
Embrace, Elbow and Badly Drawn Boy have
recorded songs in the past.

It is their own ‘anthem for change’, and has been
used to launch the awareness-raising campaign
for Knowsley’s new Centres for Learning.

The video of the recording at Parr Street Studio is
posted on YouTube and has received more than
300 hits, making it more popular than the videos
posted to support Barack Obama’s ‘anthem for
change’ in his successful campaign to become
the next President of the United States of America.

The Knowsley Singers have performed at school
assemblies and other events throughout the summer,
including this year’s Celebration of Achievement
Awards at the Liverpool Philharmonic Hall.

To see the video on YouTube, visit
www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-r_MThsaAY
A copy of the video is also available on
Knowsley Council’s website:
www.knowsley.gov.uk/news/news_archive/
2008/08/2008_08_11_01.html

Ain’t no stopping
these youngsters

Community
update

“This is about inspiring young
people about the future of
schooling in Knowsley. It reflects
our ambition as a council to raise
educational aspirations and
achievement in the borough.”

Cllr Graham Wright,
Knowsley’s Cabinet Member for
Children & Family Services

RECENT CONVICTIONS
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Traditional corridors
have been replaced
with ‘learning spaces’,
where students can
choose to study or
socialise at the
comfortable seats
and tables.

Traditional entrances are
replaced with a very
impressive large open
space, which is the heart
of the centre and can
be used for a variety of
activities.

The furniture is more
comfortable for students,
giving good back
support, as well as looking
colourful and fun.

They will be centres
for lifelong learning and
community use.

Technology is changing
the way we learn and the
Centres for Learning will
promote a ‘learn
anywhere, anytime’
philosophy.

Canteens and school
meals are a thing of the
past, with a central
dining area providing
breakfast, mid-morning
snacks and lunch.

There will also be
Food2Go cafes on each
floor of the centre, to
avoid long queues.

Gone are the days of
cash – staff, pupils and
anyone who uses the
centre will be able to
use a personalised
‘smart card’ to pay for
food and drinks.

They will be open longer,
often until 10pm, at
weekends and during
school holidays.

They will be used by the
wider community for
learning, sport, cultural
and leisure activities.

So what’s different
about the new

Centres for Learning?Takea look...
There has been a great build-up to the new state-of-the-art Centres for Learning,
which will replace the existing secondary schools in Knowsley. But what is it that
makes them so different, so much better than current facilities? Take a look at
these unique features…

January
Christ the King
North Huyton

June
Halewood Centre
for Learning

September
Whiston & Prescot Community
Centre for Learning

South Huyton
Centre for Learning

Kirkby Sports College

January
Kirkby Catholic
Centre for Learning

Whiston & Prescot Catholic
Centre for Learning

Countdown to the new Centres for Learning

2009
2010

Each of the centres will
have unique features. In
Christ the King this will
include a winter garden
where people can enjoy
watching the seasons
change.

All pupils will have their
own laptop so they can
be more mobile around
the Centre.

The external façade of
the building has been
designed to use dry
cladding systems, which
has made building
easier whatever the
weather, unlike
brickwork.

There are homebase
areas, wh2ich each year
group can personalise.
They will have the
flexibility of making some
work spaces larger or
smaller to suit the lesson
being taught.

Each floor has an
external terrace, where
students can break out
into smaller groups, or
use to relax in their own
time.

Ground source heat
pumps will help to
provide 20% of the
heating, transferring
heat from the ground
and providing
hot water.
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For further information, or for
your free Retailers’ Guide, phone:

443 4713
(Monday-Friday 9am-5pm)

Cllr Ken Keith
Knowsley’s Cabinet

Member for
Corporate and

Customer Servicesyoung people congregate, to
send out messages directly to all
mobile phones.

Shopkeepers will also try to
discourage the youngsters too by
displaying special signs on their
doors showing the number of sales
they have refused.

Councillor Ken Keith, Knowsley’s
Cabinet Member for Corporate and
Customer Services, said: “These laws
are in place for good reason. Young
people can put themselves and others
in danger by using things like alcohol,
solvents and fireworks, tobacco and
knives.

“Youngsters who have access to these
things can often get involved in anti-
social behaviour too.

“That is why this campaign is a priority
for Knowsley Council. We want to keep
our young people safe and well, while
preventing anti-social behaviour
in the borough.”

nowsley Council has
launched a new campaign
aimed at stopping sales of all

age-restricted goods in the borough.

It is not just aimed at alcohol and
cigarettes – although these are
important elements. Knives,
fireworks, solvents, DVDs, computer
games, aerosol paint and lottery
tickets are covered too.

The Get Real campaign is helping
retailers gain a greater understanding
of their responsibilities, whilst
warning adults of the consequences
of buying age-restricted products for
young people.

People breaking the law in this area
can face up to two years in prison and
fines of up to £5,000. The campaign
also aims to stop youngsters trying to
buy these things in the first place.
Knowsley’s Environmental Health and
Consumer Protection team is using
Bluetooth technology in areas where

WE ARE TRYING TO EDUCATE
RETAILERS AND RESIDENTS

ABOUT THE LAW BUT WE WILL
ALSO CONTINUE TO CARRY OUT

REGULAR TEST PURCHASING
OPERATIONS, TO ENSURE
EVERYONE IS COMPLYING

WITH IT...........

“

EASY
?

FUN?

INNO
CENT

?

HARM
LESS?

K
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Madeleine Cotson
Principal of South
Huyton Centre for
Learning
Madeleine has taught
for 34 years and came
to Knowsley 11 years
ago. She became
head teacher at
Bowring Community
Sports College in 2002.

Meet
thenew
principals
So who’s going to head these
new Centres for Learning?

Where can I get further information on the new Centres for Learning?
Visit the future schooling web pages: www.knowsley.gov.uk/education/future_schooling/
You can also find out more on the teachers’ website resource: www.teachernet.gov.uk/
Who to contact: Future Schooling in Knowsley, phone: 443 2700
Write to or visit: Directorate of Children and Family Services, Huyton Hey Road, Huyton, Knowsley, L36 5YH
Email: info.fsk@knowsley.gov.uk

Pam Jervis, MBE
Principal of Kirkby
Sports College
Pam has taught in
Merseyside for more
than 30 years.

“I am proud to be a
part of the Future
Schooling Knowsley
programme, as
Principal of Kirkby
Sports College.
Following the successful
amalgamation of
Brookfield and
Ruffwood Secondary
Schools, pupils are
looking forward to
being on one site,
which will inspire them
to achieve greater
academic and sporting
success.”

Karol Grabowski
Principal of Christ the
King Centre for Learning,
North Huyton
Karol was born in London
and has taught for more
than 30 years.

“I’m really looking
forward to the
opportunities the new
Centre for Learning
will afford to students
and the local
community alike.”

Martyn Campbell
Principal of Whiston
& Prescot Catholic
Centre for Learning
Martyn has worked in
Knowsley for more
than 30 years.

“I am proud to be
part of the future of
Knowsley education
in which all the local
communities can
benefit and prosper.”

Ann Behan
Principal of Halewood

Centre for Learning
Ann’s educational career
spans more than 30 years,

specialising in mathematics
and ICT. Ann has been a
headteacher in Bolton for

14 years.

Marion Farrell
Principal of Whiston
& Prescot Community
Centre for Learning
Marion has taught
since 1986.

“The new Centre for
Learning will provide
a superb learning
environment, which will
serve the needs of the
local community and
provide a first class
education for every
individual.”

Peter Bradley
Principal of Kirkby
Catholic Centre for
Learning
Peter was born in
Liverpool and
educated in Knowsley.
He has taught in local
schools for more than
20 years.

“I intend to continue to
serve our students with
belief, commitment
and drive towards an
exciting future.”

In focus

“
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I WANTED A CARER SO I COULD GET OUT MORE SAFELY.
DAWN WORKS FOR ME FOR AROUND 10 HOURS A WEEK AND SHE’S
BECOME A GOOD FRIEND. IT’S GREAT TO KNOW THE PERSON WHO IS
LOOKING AFTER ME AND IT GIVES MY MUM PEACE OF MIND TO
KNOW I’M IN SAFE HANDS WHEN I’M OUT.

“ “

f you need support from social
services to help you with everyday
tasks, you can now take control

of your own care through Direct
Payments.

Knowsley Direct Payment Support
Scheme enables people to choose
their own carer to provide the services
they need, rather than have it
arranged for them.

The money can be used to pay for
services and/or equipment, as long as
social services are satisfied with the
arrangements.

To be able to access the scheme you
have to be on the Care Programme
Approach.

“This means people can take back control
of the help they get,” said Jayne Kinsella,
from Knowsley Disability Concern, who
manages the service for Knowsley
Council.

“If care is provided by an agency, the
carer can change and the hours they
work are dictated by the agency.
The scheme means people can choose
who looks after them at a time that is
convenient.”

The scheme offers help to organise the
payments and legal requirements, such
as tax, national insurance and employee
liability insurance that is needed when a
carer is taken on. The payments should
not affect any other benefits.

Amanda Thomson, 37, from Huyton, chose her carer on advice
from Knowsley Disability Concern where she is a volunteer.

If you would like more
information about the Knowsley
Direct Payment Support Scheme,
phone: 480 8873

or e-mail:
direct.payments@kdc.org.uk

take control of your care

9 December 2008, 7.00pm,
Kirkby Civic Suite,
Cherryfield Drive, Kirkby

From choirs to concert bands, steel
pans to samba. An opportunity to
support young people from across
the borough as they perform in
various music groups organised by
Knowsley Music and Performing
Arts Service.
Adults: £5, Concessions: £3
Family ticket: £14

For information and tickets please
contact the Music and Performing
Arts Service on 443 5615.

20 www.knowsley.gov.uk

nowsley has continued it’s
smoke-free success as more
people quit smoking in the

borough than anywhere else in the
North West during the year 2007-
2008. Nationally, Knowsley came
second in the league table with more
than twice as many smokers quitting
in Knowsley than the national
average.

This continued achievement is down
to the range of flexible support
services smokers can access to help
them quit including:
• The Roy Castle Fag Ends

Community Service
• Quit at Work stop smoking service
• Local pharmacy quit smoking

services
• GP-based advice and support

Knowsley News Lifestyle

Some of the social
services Initiatives in
Knowsley.

Christmas
concert

your lifestyle

IT’S GREAT NEWS THAT SO MANY
SMOKERS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
QUIT. WE KNOW THAT ONCE ONE
OR TWO PEOPLE IN A FAMILY OR
GROUP OF FRIENDS QUIT THEN
THE OTHERS TEND TO QUIT TOO
AND, WITH SO MANY PEOPLE
QUITTING IN KNOWSLEY, THERE’S
NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO
TAKE THE PLUNGE – IT MIGHT
NOT BE QUITE AS HARD AS
PEOPLE THINK.

Dr Diana Forrest
Knowsley Director of Public Health

“

“ It’s your choice!

A Knowsley-based charity is
helping local people overcome
mental health problems so they
can stay in work.

Retain/Regain offers a variety of
free services for people who have
been off work or lost their job
due to stress, depression or anxiety
and need help to get back to
employment. It is provided
by Richmond Fellowship in
partnership with the Halewood-
based Listening Ear (Merseyside)
and is staffed by specialist
employment advisors and
accredited counsellors.

If you would like more information,
call Danielle Carubia on 430 7020.

HELP TO GET BACK TOWORK

FLYING THE FLAG

A national award recognising the
best parks and green spaces in the
country has come to rest at
Knowsley Cemetery. A Green Flag
has been awarded to Knowsley
Cemetery – the only cemetery, not
linked to a crematorium garden, in
the North West to pick up the
prestigious accolade.

And on hand to raise the flag at the
Foxes Bank Lane site was Cllr Eddie
Connor, Knowsley Council’s Cabinet
Member for Leisure, Community and
Culture, alongside grounds staff
(L-R): Darren Collins, Philip Bradley,
Jimmy Kelly, Lee Prescot.

I

K

By Jackie Rand

Best in the North West for

smokingquitters
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Jimmy, 64, used to be a
Merseybeat musician, with a
busy and not too healthy
lifestyle, smoking, grabbing
meals on the go…

But being physically active he
‘thought he was invincible’ – until,
in his early s, the lifestyle caught
up with him.

The father-of-three from Prescot
was seeing doctors on a regular
basis for five years because of
breathlessness, blackouts and
memory loss.

He went into hospital, where his life
support machine was turned off
three times, before he had a valve
replaced in his heart. The stress was
incredible for his family, who had
prepared themselves for the worst.

When Jimmy came out of hospital,
he had to use a wheelchair or

walk with sticks, and suffered
psychological trauma and
depression. But then last year, a
suggestion to try Knowsley’s Activity
for Life programme changed his life.

A year on, Jimmy has done more
than just adopt a healthier diet
(eating pasta and salads instead of
fish and chips, for example). He has
made exercise part of his life –
and really feels the benefit.

“If I’ve learned anything from this
entire experience it’s that changing
my lifestyle was nowhere near as hard
as I assumed – if you begin with doing
one thing, at least it’s a start.”

Now Jimmy wants to spread the
word about the benefits of a healthy
lifestyle.

Call 0800 073 0578 to find your
nearest health check

WE ALL KNOW SOMEONE AFFECTED
BY HEART ATTACKS OR STROKES. THIS
IS THE TIME TO CHANGE AND MAKE A
DIFFERENCE TO YOURSELF THROUGH
THE HEALTH CHECK PROGRAMME.
I THINK IF I HAD TAKEN THIS CHOICE
AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY, IF IT HAD
BEEN MADE AVAILABLE EARLIER IN
MY LIFE, MY LIFE PATH WOULD HAVE
BEEN VERY DIFFERENT.

JIMMY JORDAN’S STORY

Dr Diana Forrest, Director of Public Health
for Knowsley (far left) and Lee Panter CVD
Programme Manager (far right) look on as
Knowsley resident Jimmy Jordan receives a
health check from Nurse Libby Kane.

“

“

“
‘Olympics’
launches get fit initiative
for older people

Knowsley Health and Wellbeing
Partnership held an Older People’s
Fun Olympics event to encourage
older people to get more active.

The event, which was organised in
partnership by Knowsley Active
Leisure Service, Age Concern

Knowsley, Knowsley Alzheimer’s
Society and Knowsley Older People’s
Voice, was held at Kirkby Leisure
Centre. People were able to try out a
range of activities such as indoor
bowls, darts, welly throwing,
swimming, table tennis, dancing
and Scrabble.

IT WAS GREAT TO SEE SO MANY
OLDER PEOPLE ENJOYING
THEMSELVES WITH ALL THE
DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES. I REALLY
FEEL THAT THE EVENT HELPED TO
DEMONSTRATE THAT AGE IS NOT
A BARRIER TO LIVING A LIFE FULL
OF FUN AND VITALITY.

Dr Diana Forrest
Knowsley’s Director of Public Health

For more information on the other
activities that are available to older
people in Knowsley please contact
Paul Mavers at Age Concern Knowsley
on 443 4875.

“

Knowsley News Lifestyle

FORGET BEIJING – ITWAS KNOWSLEY’S TURN TO STAGE THE OLYMPICS

HEALTH CHECKS WILL BE ON THE MENU AT KNOWSLEY PUBS, AND
ON THE CARDS AT BINGO HALLS, AS PART OF THE COUNTRY’S BIGGEST HEART
DISEASE PREVENTION PROGRAMME.

ree Community Health Checks
will be available throughout
the borough – in pubs,

supermarkets and community
centres – to encourage over-40s to
check out their heart’s health.

The checks are part of a £10 million
programme in Knowsley.

Community Health Checks – which
are easily found at community
venues and widely advertised –
are quick tests which look at blood
sugar, cholesterol, body mass
index and blood pressure.

It is estimated that more than
13,000 people in Knowsley are at
risk of heart disease.

Freehealth checks
at Knowsley bingo halls

WE ARE NOT TALKING ABOUT
WHOLESALE CHANGES TO
PEOPLE’S LIVES – JUST OFFERING
THEM THE CHANCE TO CHECK
OUT THEIR HEALTH AND, IF
NECESSARY, GIVE THEM ADVICE
AND SIMPLE TIPS ON ALTERING
THEIR LIFESTYLE.

Dr Diana Forrest
Director of Public Health for Knowsley

“

“F



Liverpool

Widnes

Runcorn

North Kirkby

South Kirkby

Prescot, Whiston,
Cronton and
Knowsley Village

North Huyton

South Huyton

Halewood

Your neighbourhood
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SOUTH HUYTON

Pride in your area

itter picks, graffiti removal,
hedge cutting, planting and
pruning will help transform the

area’s ‘grot spots’.

The team is currently working on
a cutback of overgrown shrubbery and
young trees around St Michael’s Court.

This area, and particularly the
passageway between St Michael’s
Court and Cassino Road, has
become overgrown and dark.

The cutback and management of
the bushes at this location will make
the area feel lighter and safer.

THIS WINTER, SOUTH HUYTON PRIDE TEAM
WILL BE WORKING HARD TO GIVE THE AREA
A CLEAN AND GREEN FEEL.

SOUTH HUYTON 443 3395

NORTH HUYTON 547 5183

SOUTH KIRKBY 548 2725

NORTH KIRKBY 547 5183

HALEWOOD 443 2171

PRESCOT, WHISTON, 443 4692
CRONTON AND
KNOWSLEY VILLAGE

in your
neighbourhood...

Huyton
frenzy

OVER THE FOLLOWING SIX PAGES YOU CAN FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
WHAT’S HAPPENING WHERE YOU LIVE AND THE WORK OF THE AREA
PARTNERSHIP BOARDS.

he Boards have been set up to
make sure the needs of local
people are being met. Strong

links have been developed with local
interest groups to make sure the
Boards are in touch with local people.

The six Boards represent North Huyton
and South Huyton, North Kirkby and
South Kirkby, Halewood and Prescot/
Whiston/ Knowsley Village and
Cronton. Each Board sets annual
priorities to improve the quality of life
for local people.

There are working groups in each area
that bring together officers from the
council and partner agencies, such as
the police, fire and rescue and health
services, to tackle issues head on.

Residents can express their views
on the working groups’ activities
through their Neighbourhood
Network representatives, who sit

on the area’s Partnership
Engagement Team.

The Neighbourhood Networks are
made up of representatives from local
interest groups and their Chair and Vice
Chair join representatives from partner
organisations to form the Partnership
Engagement Team.

The Boards and working groups make
sure the various agencies are working
together to find solutions. These might
include organising litter picks and
graffiti clean-ups, cracking down on
crime and anti-social behaviour,
tracking down school truants or
organising community events.

If you would like details of Area
Partnership Board meetings in your
area, contact Knowsley Council’s
Democratic Services department on
443 3502, or log on to the council
website: www.knowsley.gov.uk.

T
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Not InMyNeighbourhood

4,000
fewer crimes reported this year

3,700
fewer anti-social behaviour incidents

Not In My Neighbourhood week,
which took place 13-17 October,
saw residents join forces with the
police, council, fire service and
other agencies to send a strong
message against crime and
anti-social behaviour.

The week of action built on the
borough’s strong record of crime
reduction, which has already seen
4,000 fewer crimes reported this
year and 3,700 fewer anti-social
behaviour incidents. A range of
activities took place including:
• Community clean-ups
• Graffiti removal projects

• Community meetings and
police surgeries

• Multi-agency enforcement
initiatives including drugs warrants,
road safety initiatives
and personal safety initiatives at
Kirkby Train Station

• Crime prevention advice
• High visibility patrols
• Home fire safety checks
• A range of diversionary activities

for young people includingfootball
sessions, hair and beauty and
street dance

• Advice to young people around
drugs, alcohol and sexual health
issues.

Knowsley News
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Every Saturday, nine to -year-olds
can enjoy a range of activities at
The Hustle at Huyton Leisure Centre
from 7–9pm. Entry is only £1.

For more information on activities
for young people visit
knowsleyspace.co.uk

New activities at
The Old Schoolhouse
The Old Schoolhouse, St John’s
Road, is holding free hair and
beauty courses and street dance
lessons. They will both take place
one evening a week for  weeks.
Pre-book your place by calling Joe
on 07805 939442.AROUND 500 YOUNG PEOPLE

ENJOYED A HALLOWEEN FRENZY
DISCO AT THE HUYTON SUITE.

Supported by Merseyside Police
Community Support Officers and
Neighbourhood Wardens, the event
aimed to cut anti-social behaviour
by providing alternative positive
activities.

Young people also enjoyed football
at McGoldrick Park and dance
classes at The Old Schoolhouse.

Pride team blast graffiti

CLEAN UPS

An eyesore wall at Cowper
Way/Kipling Avenue has been
demolished by Knowsley Housing
Trust. The wall, a remnant of the
old flats, was unsightly and could
have become dangerous if left.
The next four months will see a
lot of work carried out to remove
overgrown shrubbery and hedges
across South Huyton in preparation
for spring.

If you know an area in need
of attention, contact the
Neighbourhood Management
Team on 443 3047.



Kirkby Sea Cadets
survive the storm
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NORTH HUYTON

Stockbridge in bloom
SOUTH KIRKBY

Schoolgirl soccer star
A nomination for a national
footballing award could kickstart
a sports career for North Huyton
teenager Lisa Scott.

-year-old Lisa was shortlisted
for outstanding personal
achievement in the first Kickz

awards held at Wembley Stadium
in October.

The Kickz programme aims to
create safer and more respectful
communities through developing
young people’s potential, and is run
through local professional clubs.

Knowsley’s newest children’s centre
is opening this autumn at Brookside
Primary school in Stockbridge
Village. The centre offers access to
specialist child and family health
care; pre-school groups and
activities; education and training;
employment advice and family
support.

Open from am – 5pm, families
can drop in at the ‘stay and play’
sessions or book a place on one of
numerous courses for parents –
crèche facilities are provided. For
more information call 443 5301.

Pool Hey Community Garden members Sophie McGowan,
Ellie Jenkins, Ria Spring and Ellie McCormack.

Everton fan Lisa Scott gets her Kickz in goal

WINNING HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE BY THE HARD WORK OF LOCAL
RESIDENTS AND THEIR EFFORTS HAVE GIVEN EVERYONE IN THE VILLAGE
THE PLEASURE OF BEAUTIFUL, COLOURFUL COMMUNITY GARDENS.
CONGRATULATIONS.

Cllr Bill Weightman
Chair of the Stockbridge
Village Regeneration Board

IT FEELS GOOD TO GET THIS
NOMINATION AND, ALTHOUGH I
PLAN TO STUDY FOR A-LEVELS
NEXT YEAR, I WOULD LOVE TO
BECOME A FOOTBALL COACH.

M

Advice and
support for
older people
in Longview
Longview residents aged 50 and
over can get advice and support
when a new weekly service
launches at the ‘shop’, Longview
shopping parade on  November.
Every Tuesday afternoon there will
be expert advice on welfare and
benefits, pensions, health issues as
well as access to fire service checks.

Contact Paul Coulton, Partnership
Engagement Co-ordinator, on
  for more information.

“ “

“ “

Knowsley Arts Service and
Liverpool’s Everyman and
Playhouse theatres are inviting
people in Kirkby to take part in
an exciting new production
exploring life in Westvale.

Local people are invited to take
part as actors, singers and
contributors to the script or
backstage, helping with
costumes and set design.

To find out more contact
Moira Callaghan on 706 9112
or email m.callaghan@
everymanplayhouse.com

Blooming
lovely

Young people in Westvale are
set to have much more to do
thanks to a cash injection of
£0.7 million. Westvale Community
Centre has had more than
£200,000 worth of investment
for a Multi-Utility Games Area
(MUGA) behind the Centre.

Funding of just under £. million
has been secured by the council to
develop further youth facilities on
the existing site at Westvale. A
community consultation exercise
has been completed. Design and
planning work has started on
replacing part of the existing
community centre with a purpose-
built youth centre. Contractors are
due to start work in January 2009
and complete by April 2009.

Westvale gets
£0.7 million
for youth facilities

Kirkby Community Production

we need you!

Teenagers who fancy themselves
as an MC are being offered the
chance to make the dream a
reality.

A ten-session Kirkby Krew MC
course will give young people
the chance to gain an accredited
qualification, record a demo and
perform at local events. The course
is organised in partnership with
Merseyside Police, Knowsley
Council, youth workers and
Nugent Education.

To find out more contact Vicky
Graham on 777 6580.

Get in the groove with the

Kirkby Krew
New
children’s centre

ake ‘gnome’ mistake,
these girls know their
daffs from their dahlias…

‘Outstanding’ Pool Hey community
garden was one of five projects on the
estate to scoop an award in this year’s
North West in Bloom awards.

Other award winners in the
Neighbourhood category included:
• The SEEDS Project at Stockbridge

Resource Centre – Outstanding
• Little Moss Hey Community Garden

– Improvement
• The Tenants Forum – Improvement
• Pool Hey Community

Association – Merit

grand opening and parade
will mark the survival of
Kirkby Sea Cadets in the

area after their meeting place in
Richard Hesketh Drive was badly
damaged by floods. Thanks to
donations from Knowsley Council

and Knowsley Housing Trust and a
massive effort by local volunteers,
parents and cadets, the building has
been repaired and is ready to reopen.
The reopening ceremony on
 November will resemble that to
mark the commissioning of a ship.

There will be a service at St Chad’s
Church and then a parade to the
building with a marching band.

For more information about Kirkby
Sea Cadets, contact Ian Morris on
07984 342386.

A

Kirkby Sea Cadets celebrate the re-opening
with Commanding Officer Brian Rodgers.

Spring will be bursting out across
Kirkby after 20,000 flower bulbs were
planted in the town. Local residents
joined in the planting with the
neighbourhood wardens, Pride Team
and Environmental Services. The bulbs

will bring a welcome splash of
colour to the town when they flower
between March and May next year.
The project was organised by North
and South Kirkby Neighbourhood
Management Teams.
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ocal people have mucked in to
clean up the reputation of their
estate by ridding it of litter.

In just a week, the Torrington Drive
Community Association collected 45
wagon loads of litter and left the area

looking cleaner and greener.
Similar events are being planned in
partnership with residents and
community associations and will be
supported by Knowsley Housing
Trust, Riverside Housing and other
partner agencies

Clean sweep
for Kirkby

Smartening up the entrance to
their estate with new shrubs was
the first project of the newly formed
Littledale Residents’ Association.
The Tower Hill group meet every
two months and can be contacted
on 07501 156057.

Residents
tidy up

Freeweight
management classes

The Measure Up course aims to
give people in Halewood the
knowledge and skills to improve
their diet and physical activity.

Each week includes an education
session followed by a gentle
physical activity. Progress is tracked

throughout the course. The
programme, which is open to all
adults, is run by Knowsley’s
Community Health Development Team
and begins in January for 12 weeks.

For more information contact
Paula Thomas on 285 6004.

The Golden years
Halewood’s older generation gave
a perfect performance to take gold
at the recent Older People’s Fun
Olympics at Kirkby Leisure Centre.

They competed against teams
from across Knowsley in bowls,
swimming, badminton, darts, boccia

and the more unusual events of welly
throwing and giant jenga. The Fun
Olympics was a partnership-led
event involving the Primary
Care Trust and Council as
well as Age Concern
and Older People’s
Voice.

Halewood residents are keeping
an eye out for each other as part of
a number of new Neighbourhood
Watch schemes in the area.

To mark the 25-year anniversary
of the national initiative,
Merseyside Police have been
working with residents’ groups
to help set up local watches to
prevent crime and disorder.

Anyone interested in forming a
Neighbourhood Watch should
contact Halewood Police Station
on 777 6430.

esidents joined forces with Knowsley Council’s
Environmental Pride Team for clean-ups in Tower Hill,
Southdene, Northwood, Westvale and Field Lane.

Cllr for Northwood, Terence Garland, said: “Everyone has
worked very hard to clear so much rubbish, which sends
a strong message out from the community that dropping
litter and fly-tipping is not acceptable.”
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VOLUNTEERS IN KIRKBY FILLED 110 BAGS OF RUBBISH
AFTER CLEANING UP A DIFFERENT PART OF THE TOWN
EVERY DAY DURING ‘NOT IN MY NEIGHBOURHOOD WEEK.’

R

L
Northwood Clean-up on 13 October. Pictured are Northwood volunteers
Catherine Purcell, Carol Birchall, Nicola Drury, Leanne Roberts, and Kelsie Moore

Event sets
tails wagging
in Tower Hill
More than 250 dog lovers turned
out for the Tower Hill WAGS event.
Professional dog displays and six-
legged competitions were all part of
the family fun day organised by the
North Kirkby Partnership Board.
Free giveaways and dog health advice
were also available from the RSPCA
and PDSA. The fun event aimed to
promote messages about responsible
dog ownership.

Below: Shay Farrell Velloza, Cerys Coyle,
Molly McColghan and Bethany Mason,
whose four-legged friends were all winners
at the WAGS event in North Kirkby.

Looking
out for your
neighbours

FREE SESSIONS TO HELP
PEOPLE IMPROVE THEIR OVERALL
HEALTH ARE STARTING UP IN
CHERRYTREE CHILDREN’S CENTRE.

Members of the Torrington Drive Community Association with
some of the hundreds of sacks of litter removed from their streets.

Allotment
opens its doors

Pensioners enjoyed an afternoon
of entertainment with broadcasting
favourite Billy Butler to celebrate
10 years of the Knowsley Pensioner
Advocacy Service, which champions
the views of older people.

Neighbourhood Wardens kindly
arranged transport for the residents
of Fairhaven and Park Close to the
gala at the Old Schoolhouse in
Huyton. A great afternoon was
had by all.

Celebrating  years
of the Knowsley
Pensioner Advocacy Service

Your neighbourhoodKnowsley News

An open day at Northwood
Allotments was enjoyed by more
than 300 people.

Activities included cage soccer,
dance performances and arts and
crafts provided by the National
Wildflower Centre. Local people also
had their say on ideas for the use of
land next to the allotments, where
a community garden has been
proposed. And there was chance
to learn about a number of local
community groups including Mums
and Tots, Northwood health group
and Sheila Brady’s dance troop.

NEW LITTLEDALE RESIDENTS’ GROUP
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What’s on

PRESCOT, WHISTON, CRONTON AND KNOWSLEY VILLAGE

Work starts on
Whiston Community Garden

Help protect
your property

uch a facility was top of the
wish list for many local people
when a survey was carried

out by the area’s Neighbourhood
Management Team. Now it is
becoming a reality, thanks to a
partnership between local councillors,

the Brook and Cook Street Resident
group, Oasis and Taylor Woodrow.
Work on the garden started in
October, as part of Not In My
Neighbourhood Week, which raised
awareness of crime prevention and
community safety issues.

THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY
FOR THE COMMUNITY TO COME
TOGETHER AND WORK WITH
PARTNER AGENCIES TO SOLVE
PROBLEMS WITHIN THEIR AREA.

Sandra Gaffney
Whiston North ward councillor

Crime rates in Knowsley are
falling and Prescot/Whiston
Neighbourhood Wardens are
taking a proactive approach to
help keep it that way.

Working as part of the Safer
Knowsley Partnership, the wardens
have produced a crime prevention
pack with top tips to protect your
property and a free ultra-violet
marker to help recover your goods,
should they ever be stolen.

The packs have been distributed to
residents in Knowsley Village and
Cronton but if you haven’t had
yours yet contact the Prescot/
Whiston wardens on 443 4692.

Cronton clean-up
The second Cronton Village
clean-up took place in October,
removing an incredible 2.5 tonnes
of bulky household items and
litter from the area.

Local volunteers had support
from Neighbourhood Wardens,
Knowsley Council’s Pride Team,
Merseyside Police and Cronton
Parish Council.

Pensioners at the George Howard
Centre in Lickers Lane have sent a
heartfelt thanks to the ‘unsung
heroes’ who cook them a hearty
meal every Monday. The volunteers
prepare and cook  meals every
week and many of them have given
nearly  years’ service to the older
people at the centre.

If you would like to become a
lunch club volunteer, please call
443 4692.

Pensioners
thank lunch club
volunteers

Meetings in Knowsley

Useful numbers

A NEW COMMUNITY GARDEN IS JUST WHAT THE RESIDENTS ORDERED
WHEN IT COMES TO COMBATING ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN WHISTON.

S

Members of the
Brook and Cook

Street Residents’
Group are joined

by Cllrs Pauline
Kelly and Sandra

Gaffney, Sue
Brandreth from
New Hospitals

and Sean
O’Driscoll from

Taylor Woodrow
Hospital.

“ “

Knowsley News

Anti-social Behaviour Helpline
443 2000

Benefits (housing &
council tax)
443 4042

Births/deaths/marriages
443 5210

Business rates
443 5210

Business services (advice,
funding, recruitment and
training)
447 4000

Children’s Information Service
443 5633

Complaints and compliments
443 4031

Consumer Advice/Trading
Standards
443 4711

Council Tax
443 4476

Council Tax and Benefits
Fraud Hotline
0800 073 111

Dangerous Buildings/
structures/trees
443 2380

Council
Wednesday 17 December, 7pm
Wednesday 11 February, 7pm

Cabinet
Wednesday 10 December, 2pm
Wednesday 14 January, 2pm
Wednesday 4 February, 2pm
Wednesday 11 February, 2pm*

Planning Committee
Thursday 13 November, 6pm
Thursday 11 December, 6pm
Thursday 15 January, 6pm
Thursday 12 February, 6pm

Licensing Committee
Wednesday 3 December, 6pm
Wednesday 28 January, 6pm

Standards Committee
Thursday 4 December, 5pm
Thursday 19 March, 5pm

Governance and Audit
Committee
Tuesday 0 January, 4pm

Appeals Committee
Tuesday 13 January, 10am

Joint Consultative Committee
Friday 5 December, 10am

Cabinet/Scrutiny/
Area Partnership Board
Liaison Meeting
Wednesday 21 January, 2pm

Halewood Partnership Board
Tuesday 13 January

South Huyton
Partnership Board
Wednesday 14 January

North Huyton
Partnership Board
Thursday 15 January

South Kirkby
Partnership Board
Tuesday 20 January

Prescot, Whiston,
Cronton, Knowsley Village
Partnership Board
Wednesday 21 January

North Kirkby
Partnership Board
Thursday 22 January

Scrutiny Co-ordinating
Committee
Monday 22 December, 4pm
Monday 23 February, 4pm

Economic Development
and Environment Scrutiny
Committee
Monday 17 November, 6pm
Monday 26 January, 6pm

Health and Wellbeing
Scrutiny Committee
Tuesday 27 January, 6pm

Children, Young People and
Families Scrutiny Committee
Wednesday 4 February, 6pm

Safer, Stronger Communities
Scrutiny Committee
Thursday 5 February, 6pm

*budget meetings

Education general enquiries
443 3232

General enquiries
489 6000

Highways (including
footways and street lighting)
443 2400

Homelessness
290 7190

Housing general enquiries
443 5834

Housing repairs
(Knowsley Housing Trust East)
0800 731 2023

(Knowsley Housing Trust West)
0500 969694

Job vacancies
443 5000

Knowsley’s Anti-social
Behaviour Unit
442 2000

Knowsley Councils – bulky
household waste service
443 2400

Knowsley’s Hate Crime Hotline
0800 953 4433

Merseyside’s Fire & Rescue
0800 953 0673

PLEASE CONTACT DEMOCRATIC SERVICES FOR CONFIRMATION OF TIMES AND VENUE ON 443 3502

NEIGHBOURHOODWARDENS

South Huyton
443 3395

North Huyton
547 5183

South Kirkby
548 2725

North Kirkby
547 5183

Halewood
443 2171

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton
443 4692

NHS Direct
0845 4647

Pest control
443 2455

Refuse collection
443 2400

Planning enquiries
443 2380

Schools admissions and
exclusions
443 3213

School attendance service
443 3279

School bus passes
443 3212

Traffic signal faults
443 2349

Truancy Hotline
0800 073 6161

EMERGENCY OUT-OF-HOURS

Fire (emergency)
999
Out-of-hours contact
296 4000

Police (emergency)
999

Merseyside Police
switchboard
709 6010

Citizens Advice
0845 122 1300

Highways, footways and
street lighting (Monday to
Friday 8am to 8pm, Saturday
before 9.30am and after 1pm,
Sunday and Bank Holidays,
 hours)
443 2800

Social services and
homelessness (Monday to
Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday,
Sunday and Bank Holidays,
 hours)
07659 590081

Housing repairs
290 7375/449 3958

For more information visit
www.knowsley.gov.uk
or email customerservices
@knowsley.gov.uk
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What’s on

Knowsley Youth Theatre meets
every week and groups take part in
workshops, trips and residentials
and create lots of fresh and exciting
performances throughout the year.

All youth theatre groups are
constantly involved in new and
exciting, weird and wonderful
projects, and any young person
(ages +) can come along and make
friends, have fun and take part,
even if they’re new to drama!

HUYTON CHILDREN’S
& YOUTH THEATRE

Every Monday
Venue: The Old Schoolhouse,
St Johns Road, Huyton
Time: 5-7pm (ages 7-11)
& 7-9pm (ages 12-19)
Age group: 7-19 years
Sessions are £1 per person

HALEWOOD YOUTH THEATRE

Every Tuesday
Venue: Halewood College,
The Avenue, Halewood
Time: 6-8pm
Age group: 12-19 years
Sessions are £1 per person

KIRKBY YOUTH THEATRE

To be launched in Kirkby this
November! For up-to-date details
please call us.

Knowsley News
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UNTIL 8 FEBRUARY 2009

Vinyl Countdown
Venue: Kirkby Gallery
Phone: Sarah Craven/Jo Dry, 443 5617

A celebration of music over the
decades. From vinyl to CDs with visual
arts workshops, music information,
favourite bands, live performances,
listening posts, competitions, DJ-ing
and much more. This interactive
exhibition will be developed with the
help of young people creating a
fantastic hub of music activity.

9 DECEMBER 2008

Music & Performing Arts Service
Christmas Concert
Venue: Kirkby Civic Suite,
Cherryfield Drive, Kirkby
Time: 7pm
Cost: £5, concessions £3
Phone: 443 5615

From choirs to concert bands, steel
pans to samba. An opportunity to
support young people from across the
borough as they perform in various
music groups organised by Knowsley
Music and Performing Arts Service.

What’s on in December... Ongoing events...

KABOOM!
YOUTH PRODUCTION COMPANY

Every Thursday
Venue: Higher Side School,
Cumber Lane, Whiston (at times
changes – so please check)
Time: 6-9pm
Age group: 13-21 years
Interested? Come along!

KNOWSLEY YOUTH THEATREUNTIL 3 JANUARY 2009

Wacky Widgets, Weird and
Ingenious Inventions
Venue: Prescot Museum,
34 Church Walk
Phone: 430 7787

This exhibition is based on ideas
submitted to the Patent Office during
the last 150 years. Ever wondered what
a device for smoking two cigarettes at
once would look like, or a portable
moustache protector for those difficult
bowls of soup? Then this is the
exhibition for you. The exhibition
contains models based on the patent
applications of some weird and
wonderful inventions.

6 DECEMBER 2008

Christmas Crackers
Venue: Copthorne Adventure
Playground, Copthorne Walk, Kirkby
Time: 1pm-3pm
Phone: Kirkby Rangers, 443 3682

Join the Rangers to make your own
Christmas decorations from natural
materials collected from around
the park.

7 DECEMBER 2008

Winter Celebration
Venue: National Wildflower Centre
Court Hey Park, Roby Road, Huyton
Time: 12 noon-4pm
Phone: 738 1913

This annual event will be the usual
lovely seasonal mix of craft stalls,
entertainment, environmental
workshops and visits from Father
Christmas. There’s plenty for children to
do and adults can make fresh seasonal
door wreaths and table decorations.

CONTACT

Leanne Jones at Knowsley Arts Service
Telephone: 0151 443 5618
Email: arts.unit@knowsley.gov.uk
Website: www.myspace.com/
knowsleyarts

Write to or Visit:
Knowsley Arts Service, Prescot
Museum, 34 Church Street,
Prescot, L34 3LA

Please note: dates, times and venues
do change occasionally due to school
breaks and performances, so for up-to-
date times and dates of these sessions,
or further information, please use the
contact details above.

14 DECEMBER 2008

Christmas Crackers
Venue: Stadt Moers Park,
Pottery Lane, Whiston
Time: 10am-2 noon

Christmas Crackers
Venue: Henley Park, Delph Lane,
Whiston (opposite hospital)
Time: 1pm-3pm
Phone: Tony Hearn, 489 1239

Join the Rangers to make your own
Christmas decorations from natural
materials collected from around
the park.

14 DECEMBER 2008

Christmas Crackers
Venue: Halewood Country Park,
Halewood Park, Okell Drive,
Halewood
Time: 1pm-4pm
Phone: Halewood Rangers, 488 6151

Join the Rangers to make your own
Christmas decorations from natural
materials collected from around
the park.

17 DECEMBER 2008

Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Orchestra Christmas Concert
Venue: Kirkby Suite
Time: 7.30pm
Cost: £6.50, concessions £4.50
Phone: 430 7787

The Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Orchestra is one of the oldest concert-
giving organisations in the world, and
the second oldest in the UK. These
events in Knowsley provide a fantastic
opportunity for local schools and
community groups to join the Royal
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra in
celebrating 2008 in style.




