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u In your 
neighbourhood

IN THIS edition of Knowsley 
News we tackle some of the tough 
issues that affect many of our lives.

Knowsley is a Respect Zone – one of 
forty areas chosen by the Government 
to be given extra resources to tackle 
anti social behaviour because of our 
strong track record in dealing with 
the issue.

We have just launched our new 
Anti-Social Behaviour Unit that 
brings together the council, the 
neighbourhood wardens, police 
community support offi cers and 
the police to tackle problems. 

There is also a dedicated telephone 
number for residents to report any 
incidents, in confi dence if they wish 
to a fully trained offi cer.

We know that some people worry 
that staying fi t is all pain and no 
gain, so we have news of how you 
can eat healthily, cheaply and 
enjoyably with a selection of useful 
recipes that should appeal to the 
whole family.

Obesity is a national problem and 
most of us have become increasingly 
aware of the importance of staying 
in good shape.

In Knowsley we have a number 
of initiatives to help all of us stay 
fi t, including health education 
projects, walking buses to and 
from the borough’s schools, 
free, organised bike rides and 
exercise programmes.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council
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what’s hot

Tackling anti-social behaviourTackling anti-social behaviour
A NEW Anti-Social Behaviour Unit in Knowsley makes it easier than ever to report crime... 
and harder for those responsible to get away with it. 

The unit is designed to tackle the 

nuisance behaviour that blights 

people’s lives, responding more 

quickly and dealing with issues 

before they become big problems.

As one of the Government’s Respect 

areas, cracking down on anti-social 

behaviour is a top priority for Knowsley 

and the new unit gives local people 

a dedicated telephone number on 

which they can report all incidents, 

anonymously if they wish.

The team will work in partnership 

with local agencies, neighbourhood 

wardens, police community support 

offi cers (PCSOs) and the police. 

There will also be parenting offi cers 

who will work closely with families 

to identify problem behaviour and 

prevent it escalating.

Louise Evans, manager of the new 

unit, explains: “Our aim is to provide 

communities with the knowledge of 

what can be done to resolve issues 

on anti-social behaviour and increase 

community confi dence, as well as 

reducing the number of incidents 

that occur.

“Offi cers will work closely with 

victims and witnesses to obtain 

information which could lead to 

perpetrators receiving Anti-Social 

Behaviour Orders (ASBOs). If victims 

wish to remain anonymous, they can 

give information to offi cers in complete 

confi dence which can be used as 

‘hearsay evidence’ in court.”

If you are a victim or witness of 

anti-social behaviour give the team 

at Knowsley a call on 443 2000.

What is anti-social 
behaviour?
Anti-social behaviour can cover a wide 

range of problems. Here are a few 

examples: intimidation, harassment, 

verbal abuse, drunken behaviour, 

buying or selling of drugs, vandalism, 

graffi ti, litter dumping, fl y posting, 

urinating in the street, excessive 

noise, criminal damage, groups taking 

over public spaces, abandoning cars, 

misuse of fi reworks and reckless 

driving of mini motorbikes.

Suffering from 
anti-social 
behaviour?
If you are suffering from any form 
of anti-social behaviour, here’s what 
you should do:
■  Keep a diary of any incidents that 

occur including times, dates and, 
if possible, names of perpetrators

■  Always phone the police if you 
witness any criminal activity

■  Follow this up by calling the 
Anti-Social Behaviour Unit 
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YOU CAN EMAIL 
YOUR STORIES, 
LETTERS AND 
COMMENTS TO 
THE EDITOR: 
knowsleynews@
knowsley.gov.uk 

WHETHER a teenager moves 

in with a friend of the family, 

lives abroad away from home, 

or is looked after by others – 

it’s called ‘private fostering’.  

It’s not illegal and it may even 

be the best thing for the young 

person, but by law, local social 

work teams must be informed. 

More than 12,000 children in 

England and Wales are privately 

fostered. It applies to children 

under 16 (under 18 if they 

have a disability) who are 

living away from home for 

more than 28 days, with 

someone who is not a close 

relative or legal guardian.  

Legally, social work teams 

must be informed so that they 

can then work in partnership 

with the child, parents and private 

foster carer to ensure that the 

best possible arrangements 

are in place.

If you want more information 

or to inform staff of a private 

fostering arrangement, contact 

your local Children and Families 

Social Work Teams on one of the 

following numbers. 

Huyton Team 1  443 5032

Huyton Team 2  443 5121

South Team   443 4515

Kirkby Team  443 4261

Safeguarding children in Knowsley

Learning the 
lessons of 
domestic abuse
SCHOOLS in Kirkby uncovered the 
myths and issues around domestic 
abuse in a week of activities recently.
Learning mentors in several primary schools in 

the area, and All Saints High School, organised 

the event – which included special assemblies and 

discussion groups, as well as information leafl ets, 

posters and materials.

The scheme emphasised that domestic abuse 

must not be tolerated – both physical violence and the 

emotional abuse that destroys a person’s confi dence.

It tackled how children can be in the same room 

or nearby when an incident takes place and are left 

feeling frightened, responsible or ashamed, and the 

notion that abusers come from poor backgrounds or 

are sometimes mentally ill. 

Councillor Graham Wright, cabinet member 

for Children’s’ Services at Knowsley Council, said: 

“The learning mentors and others involved have done 

a marvellous job organising this week of activities. 

It has really got the children talking about these 

issues and understanding more.”

For more information about Knowsley’s Domestic 

Violence Support Service contact 548 3333.

Your Kirkby, your future, your say
THE biggest ever public consultation 

on the future of Kirkby town centre 

took place during June and July to 

give the community an opportunity 

to have their say. 

We held the consultation to 

make sure that any future plans 

for Kirkby town centre meet the 

needs and desires of the people who 

live and work there. ‘Your Kirkby, 

Your Future’ included a two-day 

consultation drop-in event organised 

by the council to present possible 

development approaches. 

A series of artists’ impressions, 

drawings and computer generated 

graphics of how Kirkby town centre 

could look were on display at the 

event and toured the town as part 

of a mobile road show.

Feedback from the consultation 

will be used to help the council 

decide the next steps for the long 

term future of the town centre. 

If it decides to explore the 

potential development which 

includes a Tesco superstore and new 

stadium for Everton Football Club, 

the council will create a vision for 

the town centre, which must be met 

by any future planning application 

if it is to be considered for approval. 

Before this is fi nalised the people of 

Kirkby would be consulted to make 

sure it refl ects the changes that they 

would most like to see made to the 

town centre. 

If you live or work in Kirkby we will 

keep you informed about any future 

consultation events. For updates and 

more information log on to our web 

site: www.knowsley.gov.uk/kirkby

Whatever the leisure
A NEW sports and arts centre at a Knowsley
school is attracting both pupils and parents for
everything from boxercise to singing lessons.
The Space for Sports and Arts centre at 
St Marie’s primary in Kirkby opened last 
September and was funded by Knowsley 
Council, the Government and Sports England.
Head teacher Pat Cooney said: “It’s really
great to see the children developing new 
skills that we didn’t know they had.”
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Supporting local families

As well as training and support you can gain 

confi dence, satisfaction and enjoyment, 

meeting new people and discovering new 

opportunities. You could be offering support, 

friendship and practical help to parents and 

children in their own homes.

Volunteer preparation sessions are relaxed, 

informative and interesting, and run day 

and night throughout the year. Volunteers 

come from all walks of life, are of all ages 

and backgrounds and are not necessarily 

living in the area they are volunteering 

in. For an application pack and to fi nd out 

more about volunteering with Home-Start 

Knowsley visit www.homestartknowsley.org.

uk contact 480 3910 or email emma.mellor@

homestartknowsley.org.uk.

As well as offering opportunities for 

volunteers, Home-Start Knowsley currently 

offers twice weekly Family Support Groups 

from the Home-Start base in Rupert Road.  

Talk one-on-one with experts, meet other 

parents, share experiences and develop 

friendships. You can also join a six week 

Positive Parenting Course (with a crèche 

facility) or take part in a range of family 

activities, including educational visits, 

theatre trips, family fun days and more.

Kirkby poet puts work into print
LOCAL after-dinner poet Dave Kirby has bowed to popular demand 
and put down in print 15 of his fi nest terrace verses. 

The Kirkby-born Anfi eld season-ticket holder has proved a 
big hit with fans and his work can now be enjoyed in a new 
‘House Of Scouse’ publication. 

Released to coincide with the 18th anniversary of Hillsborough and 
uncannily consisting of 96-pages, ‘Football Culture’ is priced at just £5, 
with proceeds from the book going to local charities. 

Tots rock in 
revamped 
library
ROCK TOTS – music and dancing for 
under fi ves – is just one of the many 
activities now on offer at Huyton Library’s 
newly refurbished Children’s section.

There’s a bright red theme, six 
brand new computers, and lots of 
child-size chairs and couches so junior 
bookworms can sit and delve into their 
favourite books.

Sue Stone, Reading Coordinator for 
Knowsley Library Service, said: “We are 
delighted with the improvements and 
are offering a wide range of events and 
activities to attract both young people 
and their parents into the library.”

Along with Rock Tots on Monday 
mornings, there are story and rhyme 
sessions on Thursday mornings, an 
After School club on Wednesdays 
during term time, and crafts, face 
painting and visits from exotic animals 
during the school holidays.

It is free to join and mums and dads 
are also welcome to come along and 
browse the new bestsellers or take 
advantage of the free Internet access 
and Family History Library.

For more information about events at 
Huyton library, call 443 3734 for details.

THE NATIONAL Wildfl ower Centre, one 

of Knowsley’s best kept secrets, is busy 

welcoming visitors from all over the world 

for our sixth visitor season. Tucked in the 

middle of the 35-acre Court Hey Park, this 

little oasis of calm in an otherwise busy 

world offers a family friendly visitor centre, 

seasonal wildfl ower displays, and a full 

events programme suitable for all ages and 

abilities, coupled with our award winning 

Cornfl ower Café and a well stocked gift shop. 

With good links to public transport, and car 

parking on site, its an ideal place to come 

and look for inspiration on how to welcome 

nature and wildlife into your life. We’re open 

daily, from 10am to 5pm until September 2.

The national Wildfl ower Centre is offering 

a chance to win a family ticket worth £7.50 by 

answering the following question correctly:

Knowsley’s hidden gem

EVER thought about volunteering in your community? Well now’s 
the time to act. Volunteer for Home-Start Knowsley and make a huge 
difference to the lives of local families.

What is the 
name of 
our award 
winning Café?  

Please send your answer, together with your name, 

address and contact details to Knowsley News 

Competition, National Wildfl ower Centre, Court Hey 

Park, Liverpool L16 3NA by August 30 to be in with 

your chance to win.
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All aboard the 
Funbus!
K

nowsley’s Funbus, 
recognised as 
one of the best 
in the country, 
gives youngsters 
the opportunity 

to enjoy creative play designed to help 
every aspect of their development. 
Despite a wide variety of activities that 
take place on board – everything from 
arts and crafts to healthy eating – the big, 
bright bus means just one thing: fun! 

But, as project coordinator Jan 

Packenham explains, there’s much 

more to it than that: “There’s not much 

the Funbus doesn’t do! We hold regular 

sessions in different parts of the borough 

for children aged two to four or five to 11. 

The sessions are completely free and there 

are only a few places per session so each 

child gets plenty of personal attention. 

“During a typical two-hour session 

we’ll draw pictures, sing songs, tell 

stories, play games, try musical 

instruments, play with toys and have 

fun with role playing. The children have 

the chance to play with others their 

age and they all enjoy a healthy snack 

of fruit, vegetables and juice.”

In fact, these free sessions, which 

are staffed by fully trained ‘early years’ 

practitioners, are designed specifi cally 

to help young children develop essential 

basic skills and learn to socialise.

Now, for the second time running, the 

bus has been accredited by educational 

charity the Pre-School Learning Alliance, 

which is urging other local authorities to 

follow Knowsley’s example. 

A joint project between Knowsley 

Council and Sure Start, the Funbus is 

much more than a mobile playroom. 

Members of staff also work with 

adults in the Borough helping raise 

awareness of everything from health 

and well-being to fi re safety and 

benefi t entitlements. Parents have 

been helped to achieve qualifi cations 

in subjects such as Family Learning.

For more information on the Funbus 

contact Jan on 443 5321.

Thumbs up from Gemma
TWO-YEAR-OLD Gemma 
Timmons never tires of climbing 
aboard the Knowsley Funbus, each 
time wondering whether she’ll be 
enjoying songs, painting, making 
music, photography, face painting 
or story-telling. 

Since the Funbus started 
visiting their neighbourhood in North 
Huyton, Sharon Timmons’s three 
children – Paul, seven, Lee, fi ve, 
and now Gemma, her youngest 
– have all attended weekly sessions 
for pre-school youngsters.

Sharon says: “The Playbus has 
been really great, and all three of 
my children absolutely loved it 
– you can tell because they always 
come away smiling! As a parent, it’s 
also good to know they are being so 
well looked after.” 

Sharon believes one of the most 

important lessons to be learned 
on the bus is how to socialise with 
other children of the same age. 
“Paul didn’t go to nursery before 
starting school, but because of 
learning to be with other children on 
the bus, he didn’t fi nd it a problem,” 
she says.

Snack time on the bus, when the 

children are offered healthy foods 
such as fruit and vegetables, also 
gets the thumbs up from mum. 
“It’s brilliant that the bus encourages 
children to try fruit and vegetables; 
Gemma will even eat things she 
won’t at home! I think it’s because 
she sees all the other children 
eating it, so it seems more fun.”

Two-year-old Gemma Timmons and mum Sharon

CHILDREN in Knowsley are 
jumping aboard an award-
winning bus that is hours of fun! 
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North Kirkby

South Kirkby

Halewood

Prescot, Whiston, 
Cronton and 
Knowsley Village

North Huyton

South Huyton

In your 
neighbourhood

H
ere you can fi nd 
out more about the 
work of your Area 
Partnership Boards 
that have been set 
up to make sure 

that the services being provided for 
you meet local needs.

Strong links have been developed 

with community organisations to make 

sure the boards are in touch with local 

people and public meetings are held so 

you can see how decisions are reached.

The six boards represent North 

and South Huyton, North and South 

Kirkby, Halewood and Prescot/Whiston/

Knowsley Village and Cronton and their 

priorities are to make neighbourhoods, 

safe, clean and green.

There are Pride teams in each of 

those areas that bring together the 

council and its partner agencies, 

such as the police, fi re brigade, 

neighbourhood wardens, health 

workers and community groups to 

tackle issues head on.

Solutions might include putting 

alley gates in place, organising 

litter picks and graffi ti clean-ups, 

cracking down on crime and anti-

social behaviour, tracking down 

school truants, organising 

community events.

The boards and the Pride 

teams make sure that 

the various agencies are 

working together to fi nd 

solutions, sharing their 

expertise and dealing with 

problems quickly 

and effectively.

There are all sorts of projects 

and activities underway to improve 

your quality of life as residents 

of Knowsley and on the following 

pages you can see what has been 

happening in your locality.

If you would like details of area 

partnership board meetings in your 

area, contact Knowsley Council’s 

Democratic Services department 

on 443 3502, or log on to our website 

www.knowsley.gov.uk

WELCOME to ‘In your 
neighbourhood’, a new regular 
feature to tell you what the council 
and its partners have been doing 
in your area.

In your neighbourhood

For more information on councillor surgeries and to fi nd out which 
committees they are members of, log on to: www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Cllr Murphy

Cllr Halpin

Cllr Sharp

Cllr Malcolm Sharp
Ward: Shevington 
Party: Labour
Phone: 289 0067
Email: malcolm.sharp@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Connor

Cllr Eddie Connor
Ward: Northwood
Party: Labour
Phone: 546 8881
Email: eddie.connor@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Crummie

Cllr Bob Crummie
Ward: Park 
Party: Labour
Telephone: 548 2537
Email: bob.crummie@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Dobbie

Cllr Margaret Dobbie
Ward: Park 
Party: Labour
Phone: 548 5751
Email: margaret.dobbie 
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Grierson

Cllr Thomas Grierson 
Ward: Shevington
Party: Labour 
Phone: 289 2274
Email: thomas.grierson 
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Greer

Cllr John Greer
Ward: Park
Party: Labour
Phone: 289 2033 
Email: john.greer@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Garland

North Kirkby

Action-packed week 
brings down crime 
AN ACTION Week in Northwood, 

Kirkby, proved to be really successful 

in bringing down crime rates and 

drawing the community together.

Over the four days police seized a 

number of illegal vehicles, graffi ti was 

removed, litter cleared and checks 

made on all licensed premises. 

There were also arrests for offences 

including benefi t fraud, possession 

of cannabis, and drink driving.   

The week involved the police, 

council, housing associations, 

the Primary Care Trust and 

Neighbourhood Wardens, all working 

together to tackle local issues.

A truancy sweep, resulted in 38 

pupils being returned to school. 

Knowsley Council’s trading standards 

team were also present to check 

licensed premises and look for 

counterfeit goods on sale in the area.

The council’s youth and play service 

also made sure young people had 

plenty of positive activities to keep 

them occupied, organising football 

and gym sessions for teenagers after 

North 
Kirkby

school and additional ‘kids clubs’ 

for younger children at the local 

community centre. 

Good behaviour 
takes the prize
A scheme to reward courage, respect 

and fairplay in a junior football league 

has been set up in Kirkby.

Trophies will be handed out each 

month to players in the Kirkby Youth 

and Junior Football League. Instead of 

going to the best player and top scorer, 

they will go to players showing respect, 

fairplay, responsibility and courage.

The trophies are being supplied to 30 

teams in the league by the South and 

North Kirkby area partnership boards. 

Cllr Roy Halpin, Chairman of the 

Area Partnership Board for North 

Kirkby said: “This is an opportunity 

to promote character development in 

sport and to rekindle Kirkby’s great 

tradition in football.

“The players will not only enjoy 

the football, but also the benefi ts of 

participation. It’s akin to the Olympic 

idea that it’s not the winning, but the 

taking part that counts.” 

u In your neighbourhood

Cllr Michael Murphy
Ward: Northwood
Party: Labour
Phone: 292 5280
Email: michael.murphy
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ray Halpin
Ward: Shevington 
Party: Labour
Phone: 546 1622
Email: ray.halpin@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Terry Garland
Ward: Northwood 
Party: Labour
Telephone: 07811 248107
Email: terence.garland 
@knowsley.gov.uk
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Cllr BrennanCllr Lonergan

Cllr Aston

Cllr Grannell Cllr Stuart

Cllr KeatsCllr Clarke

Cllr Harris

South Kirkby

Cllr Keats
Cllr AstonCllr Keats

Learning the rules
A SCHEME has been set up to train 

youngsters in the area to be the 

referees of the future.

The young referees course has 

been fully endorsed by the Football 

Association and is one of only three 

such courses to be piloted across 

 the country.

The idea is to create a small 

academy of interested and committed 

young referees and organisers that will 

support mini soccer tournaments in 

Kirkby and school soccer events – and 

perhaps progress to the Premiership 

in coming years.

Steve Stewart, Area Relationship 

Director for South Kirkby and a senior 

referee instructor with the Football 

Association, has been instrumental 

in setting up the course. 

He said: “We hope this project will 

help the youngsters gain impressive 

new skills. But it will also support the 

council’s drive to promote a healthy 

and fi t Knowsley.”

Wildlife gets a 
helping hand
Students and staff at Springfi eld 

school in South Kirkby have been 

taking part in a Community Challenge 

project throughout June – building bird 

and hedgehog boxes to encourage the 

wildlife in the area.

And at Cherryfi eld primary 

school, work is well under way on 

their environmental garden. It is 

being designed to help promote 

environmental awareness of issues 

that can be developed in the classroom.

Westvale takes Action 
An action week has helped residents to 

tackle crime and anti social behaviour 

in South Kirkby.

Westvale action week ran from July 

23 to 27 and included an increased 

police presence in the area and advice 

on how to make your home more safe 

and secure.

South 
Kirkby

There were also safety checks 

and advice from the Fire Service 

and community safety advice from 

Neighbourhood Wardens.

The week of activities was rounded 

off by a community celebration day 

where there was advice on fi nding a 

job as well as play and art activities 

for children and the opportunity for 

local people to have their say on 

tackling crime.

The agencies involved in tackling 

crime and anti social behaviour are 

following up the week with action to 

meet the suggestions of residents 

and ongoing efforts to reduce crime 

in Westvale.

If you see any evidence of crime 

in or around Westvale, please call 

Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111, 

the call is FREE and you will not be 

asked your name.

Kirkby Life 
If you live in Kirkby and have a 

story to tell about your life in the 

area, you could take part in an 

exciting exhibition. 

Knowsley Arts Service 

are collecting memories, 

stories, objects, images 

and conversations for an 

exhibition called Kirkby Life.

Local community groups, 

schools and residents are 

being given postcards to 

include a picture, say, a self 

portrait or a photograph 

of a building and a story, 

memory, or tale.

These postcards will line 

the walls of Kirkby Gallery 

for the exhibition that will 

run from September 10 to 

November 26. There will 

also be workshops 

for people to take part in.

If you or your community 

group would like to get involved 

or you would like more 

information, call Jo or Sarah

at Knowsley Arts Service 

on 443 5617 or email arts.

galleries@knowsley.gov.uk.

Cllr Bill Brennan
Ward:  Kirkby Central
Party: Labour
Phone: 548 2583
Email: bill.brennan@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr David Lonergan 
Ward: Cherryfi eld
Party: Labour 
Phone: 07792 986720
Email: david.lonergan@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ted Grannell
Ward: Cherryfi eld
Party: Labour
Phone: 546 2633
Email: ted.grannell@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Marie Stuart
Ward: Kirkby Central
Party: Labour
Phone: 07884 275832 
Email: marie.stuart@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Jackie Harris
Ward:  Kirkby Central 
Party: Labour
Telephone: 546 1708 
Email: jackie.harris@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Jean Keats
Ward: Whitefi eld 
Party: Labour
Phone: 546 7127
Email:  jean.keats@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Anne Clarke
Ward: Whitfi eld
Party: Labour
Phone: 289 1639
Email: anne.clarke@
knowsley.gov.uk 

Cllr Jayne Aston
Ward: Cherryfi eld
Party: Labour
Phone: 548 3490
Email: jayne.aston@
knowsley.gov.uk 

Cllr Norman Keats 
Ward: Whitefi eld
Party: Labour
Phone: 546 7121
Email: norman.keats@
knowsley.gov.uk
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Cllr McGarry Cllr Sommerfi eld

Cllr NewmanCllr Donovan

Prescot, Whiston, 
Cronton and 
Knowsley 

Village

Cllr KellyCllr Gaffney

Cllr McGarryCllr WynnCllr Cullen

Cllr Sommerfi eldCllr SmithCllr Gaffney

New alleygates get 
the thumbs up
MANY more residents in Prescot, Whiston 

and Knowsley Village are benefiting 

from lockable gates across alleyways 

which help fight anti-social behaviour 

and flytipping.

Chester Street, Williams Street, 

Kemble Street, Cook/Brook Streets, 

Home Farm Road and Bretherton 

Road have been fi tted with the gates 

in recent weeks.  

Resident Eric Tyrer, who lives at 

Bretherton, said: “The alleygates have 

made a real difference to our lives.” 

 

Revamped pond 
reels them in
A POPULAR fi shing pond in Whiston 

has been given a facelift – with a 

pathway for easy access and great 

new secure fencing.

Prescot,
Whiston, 
Cronton and 
Knowsley Village

Cllr Joe McGarry 
Ward: Prescot East
Party: Liberal Democrat 
Phone: 292 4721
Email: joe.mcgarry@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr William Sommerfi eld
Ward: Prescot East
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 431 0785
Email: william.sommerfield 
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Tony Newman
Ward: Whiston South
Party: Labour
Phone: 292 4884
Email: tony.newman
@knowsley.gov.uk 

Cllr Lorraine Donovan
Ward: Whiston South
Party: Labour
Telephone: 292 3101
Email: lorraine.donovan 
@knowsley.gov.uk

Improvements to the pond off Windy 

Arbor Road were completed with help 

from volunteers and members of 

Whiston Village Angling Club (WVAC). 

WVAC’s Wally Denson said: “This is 

a great resource for local people. 

It’s a real pleasure to fi sh here now.”

Extra patrols 
here to help
FOUR new Police Community Support 

Officers will now be patrolling this area.

The churchyard at Prescot 

Church will also have extra patrols 

at weekends and there has been 

increased warden and police 

community support offi cer patrols 

in the Chestnut Close and High Hills 

areas of Whiston, in response to 

residents’ concerns.

u In your neighbourhood

Cllr Pauline Kelly
Ward:  Whiston North
Party: Labour
Phone: 426 7788
Email: pauline.kelly@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Sandra Gaffney
Ward: Whiston North
Party: Labour
Phone: 430 9194
Email: sandra.gaffney
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Joan McGarry
Ward: Prescot East
Party: Liberal Democrat
Telephone: 292 4721
Email: joan.mcgarry@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Mike Wynn
Ward: Prescot West 
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 493 0834
Email: mike.wynn@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Vince Cullen
Ward: Whiston South
Party: Labour
Telephone: 426 3382
Email: vince.cullen@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Marjorie Sommerfield
Ward:  Prescot West
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 431 0785
Email: marjorie.sommerfield 
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ian Smith
Ward: Prescot West 
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 289 8800
Email: ian.smith@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ron Gaffney
Ward: Whiston North
Party: Labour
Phone: 426 4883
Email: ron.gaffney@
knowsley.gov.uk
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Cllr Foulkes Cllr McGlashen

Cllr LillyCllr Baker

Cllr LeeCllr Russell

Cllr KeithCllr ReidCllr Kearns

Cllr McNeillCllr WeightmanCllr Baum
North Huyton

M
ee

t 
y
ou

r 
co

u
n

ci
ll

or
s

A blooming good day out
LOCAL school children and councillors 

made forty fi ve hanging baskets, 

packed full with fl owers to help 

brighten up the area.

The pupils of Longview Community 

Primary School took part in the 

community event in North Huyton after 

a local resident came up with the idea.

It was funded by the Knowsley 

Partnership and the pupils were 

helped in their task by two gardeners 

from the Villages Housing Association.

The gardeners are part of a team 

responsible for putting together and 

delivering Stockbridge Village’s entry 

into the Britain in Bloom competition.

During the day, the children were 

also joined by local councillors Diane 

Reid and Mike Kearns who mucked in, 

making up the baskets.

Colleagues from Knowsley 

Housing Trust also came along and 

were joined by the neighbourhood 

wardens, representatives from the 

local churches and community 

development workers.

Learning mentor at Longview 

Primary, Adam Chamberlain, said: 

“The day was a huge hit with the 

pupils, who all thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves. They learnt a lot and also 

made some beautiful baskets.”

North 
Huyton

It is hoped that more, similar but 

larger events will be held, inspired by 

ideas from local residents and bringing 

together local people and offi cers.

Get a kick out of football
A new community project in North 

Huyton is offering free, professional 

football coaching to teenage boys 

and girls.

The Kickz project offers coaching 

from Everton and Liverpool football 

clubs at Heatwaves Leisure Centre 

in Stockbridge Village.

It is running for three nights a 

week for a full year. Football nights 

are Mondays 5-7pm and Thursdays 

5-7pm. On Fridays from 6.30pm 

until 9pm there will be a choice of 

arts, sports and creative activities.

The project begins on Monday 

July 9 and is open to anyone aged 

12 to 18, boys or girls, from 

throughout Knowsley.

The project is the result of a 

partnership between the Football 

Foundation, Merseyside Police, 

Knowsley Council, Liverpool football 

club and Everton football club.

Application forms are available 

from Heatwaves Leisure Centre, 

Waterpark Drive, Stockbridge 

Village or you can contact Patrick 

Goodison on 443 5855 or email 

Patrick.goodison@knowsley.gov.uk.

Cllr Michael Foulkes 
Ward: Stockbridge
Party: Labour
Phone: 292 5274
Email: michael.foulkes
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ken McGlashan
Ward: Page Moss
Party: Labour
Phone: 489 7209
Email: ken.mcglashan 
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Joan Lilly
Ward:  St Michael’s
Party: Labour
Phone: 290 0875
Email: joan.lilly@
knowsley.gov.uk 

Cllr Eddie Baker
Ward: St Michael’s
Party: Labour
Telephone: 489 9130
Email: eddie.baker@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Sammy Lee
Ward: Longview 
Party: Labour
Phone: 292 8277
Email: sammy.lee@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Tommy Russell
Ward: Page Moss
Party: Labour
Phone: 480 1612
Email: tommy.russell@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ken Keith
Ward: St Michael’s 
Party: Labour
Phone: 489 8610 
Email: ken.keith@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Diane Reid
Ward: Longview 
Party: Labour
Phone: 480 0390
Email: diane.reid@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Mike Kearns
Ward: Longview
Party: Labour
Phone: 481 0336
Email: mike.kearns@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Veronica McNeill
Ward: Page Moss
Party: Labour
Phone: 292 6710
Email: veronica.mcneill
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Bill Weightman
Ward: Stockbridge 
Party: Labour
Phone: 480 3094
Email: bill.weightman
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Dennis  Baum
Ward: Stockbridge
Party: Labour
Phone: 480 7018
Email: dennis.baum@
knowsley.gov.uk
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Cllr Harvey Cllr Maguire

Cllr O’HareCllr Currie

South Huyton

u In your neighbourhood

Cllr O’HareCllr Wright

Cllr FrickerCllr QuilliamCllr Morgan

Cllr RoundCllr MoorheadCllr Cunningham

Good, clean fun
THERE is a variety of work going on 

to improve the look and feel of life 

in South Huyton.

The problem of trespassing in 

Keswick Way has been addressed by 

putting fencing up at the back of the road.

Extra security fencing has also 

been put in place between Whitelodge 

Avenue and Normandy Road to stop 

fl y tipping and vehicle access onto 

the River Alt footpath.   

The A frame at the top of Arnside 

Road has now been repaired.

A concentrated three-day blitz 

on graffi ti has been carried out.

Areas tackled included Huyton 

Town Centre, Library, Greystone 

Road footbridge, Molyneux Close/Hey 

Road, Byron and Browning Close.

Crackdowns on fl y tipping and 

clean ups have also been carried out 

at Coney Lane woods, Ten Acre Pits, 

Hawthorn Road/Church Road footpath, 

Logwood Road, Cowper Way.

We also held a number of 

Community Challenge Events 

in June and July.

These events are free and are an 

excellent way of bringing local people 

of all ages and staff together to have 

fun and  make the area look better.

We held a ‘Crescents in Bloom 

Fun Day’ at Roby Community Centre 

on June 2, with an opportunity for 

residents to create their own, free 

fl ower tub with compost and fl owers, 

face painting, arts and crafts, samba 

drumming and lots more.

The ‘St John’s Millennium Green 

Fun Day’ was held at St John’s 

Millennium Green on July 28, with: 

■   Live performances from 

local young performers

■   Face painting

■   Arts and crafts

■   Samba drumming

■   Recycled art workshops

■   Fire and crime prevention 

safety advice from Merseyside 

Police, Merseyside Fire Service 

and the Neighbourhood Wardens

Improving South Huyton
A variety of work to improve people’s 

lives is continuing to take place as 

part of a drive by South Huyton 

Area Partnership Board’s to meet 

local needs.

This includes work to remove 

graffi ti, wardens continuing to take 

part in events such as the Swanside 

5-a-side football tournament and 

running a short beauty course for 

local youngsters this summer.

Other improvements are removing 

the chicane on the Asda footpath, 

replacing it with trip rail and new 

chicane closer to the Asda car park.

Alleygates have also been installed 

at Craigwood Way and the former 

parking area at the back of Crossvale 

Road to reduce problems of crime 

and anti-social behaviour. 

South 
Huyton

Cllr Margaret Harvey 
Ward: St Bartholomew’s  
Party: Labour
Phone: 449 2501
Email: margaret.harvey 
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Bob Maquire
Ward: Swanside
Party: Labour
Phone: 289 3100
Email: bob.maguire@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Brian O’Hare
Ward: St Gabriel’s 
Party: Labour
Telephone: 489 7929
Email: brian.ohare@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Mike Currie 
Ward: St Gabriel’s 
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 489 8728
Email: mike.currie@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Christine O’Hare
Ward: Roby 
Party: Labour
Phone: 489 7929
Email: christine.ohare
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Graham Wright
Ward: Swanside 
Party: Labour
Phone: 443 3482
Email: graham.wright@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Fred Fricker
 Ward: St Gabriel’s
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 290 2400
Email: fred.fricker@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Joan Quilliam
Ward: Roby 
Party: Labour
Telephone: 489 6849
Email: joan.quilliam@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Graham Morgan
Ward: Roby 
Party: Labour
Telephone: 489 5292
Email: graham.morgan 
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Ron Round JP
Ward: Swanside 
Party: Labour
Telephone: 443 3482
Email: ron.round@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Andy Moorhead
Ward: St Bartholomew’s  
Party: Labour
Phone: 289 8347
Email: andy.moorhead
@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Tony Cunningham
Ward: St Bartholomew’s 
Party: Labour
Phone: 477 0131
Email: tony.cunningham 
@knowsley.gov.uk
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Cllr HoggCllr Fearns

Cllr Taylor Cllr Smith

Cllr SmithsonCllr Powell

Cllr Swann

Halewood

Cllr BirchCllr Smithson

ww

In your neighbourhood u

Raven Court Update  
WORK has begun on the new access 

road off Roseheath Drive. This is 

the start of the much awaited 

redevelopment, which will initially 

include new health facilities as well 

as a brand new Council One Stop 

Shop and Library. This is due for 

completion late next year.

Preliminary discussions have 

taken place with the Labour Club, 

which is remaining in its current 

location as requested, for it to receive 

a facelift. The details of which are still 

to be agreed. 

Detailed negotiations are being 

completed for the provision of new 

shops as the master plan is fi nalised 

following consultation and feedback 

from local people at the last public 

forum. Talks with supermarket 

operators are continuing with 

opening still on track. 

Opening up to new gates
New alleygates at Hollies Road shops 

have transformed the lives of the 

shopkeepers. Now their service road 

to the rear of the shops is secure, free 

from debris and anti-social behaviour.  

Urban moves take off
A new urban sport is taking off in 

Halewood and it’s all down to one 

young person – Christopher Waring 

– or ‘Pyro’ as he is known.

Pyro trains up to 60 young people 

a week on how to run, back fl ip and 

Halewood

vault, while continually moving 

around the immediate environment. 

Christopher said: “It is a great sport 

for getting fi t, giving young people 

a purpose and something to aim 

for, and helps keep them healthy 

and active.”

Blooming marvellous!  
Mackets Lane residents have 

transformed their area with colourful 

hanging baskets and tubs, thanks to 

their Residents’ Association applying 

for Lottery funding.   

The Association wanted to 

brighten up their area, and also 

bring a piece of land back into use 

as a community garden. The funding 

will also allow them to go to the 

Eden Project in Cornwall to get 

some ideas, and learn more about 

horticulture and looking after plants. 

Residents  joined the ‘Street 

Smart’ scheme, organised by the 

Wardens and the Neighbourhood 

Pride team, more information on 

this be obtained by ringing Halewood 

Wardens on 443 2171. 

Cllr Norman Hogg
Ward: Halewood West 
Party: Labour
Phone: 486 2013
Email: norman.hogg@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Tommy Fearns
Ward: Halewood West 
Party: Labour
Phone: 430 7263
Email: tommy.fearns@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Lindsay Moorhead-
Taylor
Ward: Halewood South
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 07958 537471
Email: lindsay.moorhead 
-taylor@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Sue Smith
Ward: Halewood South
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 487 5769
Email: susan.smith.
cllr@knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Dave Smithson
Ward: Halewood North
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 487 8539
Email: dave.smithson@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Shelley Powell 
Ward: Halewood North
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 489 7929
Email: shelley.powell@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Bob Swann
Ward: Halewood West 
Party: Labour
Phone: 487 8974
Email: bob.swann@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Dot Birch
Ward: Halewood South
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 280 8607
Email: dorothy.birch@
knowsley.gov.uk

Cllr Sarah Smithson
Ward: Halewood North
Party: Liberal Democrat
Phone: 487 8539
Email: sarah.smithson 
@knowsley.gov.uk
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Second-hand killer not
welcome in Knowsley

SMOKING has been stubbed out in many places in Knowsley after 
a new ban came into force on July 1.

T
ransforming 
the atmosphere 
and helping 
to save lives, 
the national 
ban makes 

it illegal for anyone to smoke 
in public places such as pubs, 
restaurants, cafes, offi ces, 
shops and shopping centres. 
Smoking is illegal on public 
transport including buses, in 
taxis and most work vehicles.

Tracy Dickinson, Knowsley’s 

Public Health and Safety 

Manager, said: “The new law is 

not intended to force people to 

quit. It’s more about protecting 

people from harmful second-

hand smoke. 

“A suggestion would be 

to view every building and 

vehicle, outside of your own 

home as a no-smoking area. 

There is certainly no restriction 

on smoking outdoors, and 

some businesses may provide 

shelters for smokers.” Knowsley 

Council’s Health and Social Care 

Directorate is also committed to 

a smoke free borough and has 

quadrupled funding to achieve 

this. Over the next three years, 

they aim to help more than 5,000 

Knowsley people quit smoking. 

Tracy added: “The new law 

does make it easier to quit 

smoking if you want to. There’s 

plenty of help available for 

residents. The Fagends Knowsley 

Service can help smokers to kick 

the habit, call 0800 195 2131. 

And Knowsley Council also has 

a workplace cessation service 

available to employers in the 

borough to help their workers 

quit too, call 443 4712.” 

The new law will be enforced by offi cers from 

Knowsley Council’s Environmental Health and 

Consumer Protection Division, who will offer 

advice and guidance to businesses.

■   All businesses will have to be smoke 

free by law and display adequate no 

smoking signs.

■   People caught smoking in no-smoking 

areas face up to a £200 fi ne or a £50 

fi xed penalty notice.

■   Failure to display appropriate no-smoking 

signs will cost up to £1,000 or a £200 fi xed 

penalty notice.

■   Failing to prevent smoking in no-smoking 

premises can mean up to an £2,500 fi ne.

Knowsley’s Environmental Health and 

Consumer Protection Division will be visiting 

businesses in the borough to offer advice to 

help them comply.

For more information, contact 

Environmental Health and Consumer 

Protection on 443 4723.

What are the rules?

SAVINGS of £60,000, 
healthier staff and a clean air 
award were some the benefi ts 
at ColorMatrix Europe Ltd, 
after they implemented a 
no-smoking policy.

In 2004 the company’s New 
Year’s smoke-free resolution 
meant that workers no longer 
took unlimited, unscheduled 
smoke-breaks. Instead a new 
structure was implemented 
which meant an increase in 
productivity and availability of 
staff. Workers at the company, 
based at Knowsley Business 
Park, are no longer exposed 
to the risks of second hand 
smoke and some have found 
it easier to quit in a smoke-
free environment.

The company is also a 
proud winner of a Gold 
National Clean Air Award, 
which rewards employers who 
implement effective workplace 
no-smoking policies.

The Workplace Stop 
Smoking Service also helped 
by providing free in-house 
quit smoking courses. This 
meant that 30% of staff who 
were smokers got professional 
assistance to help them adjust 
to the changes. Colour Matrix 
is just one example of many 
businesses in Knowsley that 
have worked with the council 
to go smoke-free.

Knowsley is raising 
awareness of the new 
smoking ban through a highly 
visible advertising campaign.

Smoke-free? 
Passed with 
fl ying colors
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GARETH ROBERTS went 
back to school in Huyton to fi nd 
the reasons behind Knowsley’s record-
breaking GCSE pass rates. 

Back to schoo
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Tucking into healthy grub

ool

T
HEY say school days are the best 
days of your life. They also say 
never go back. So, with a mix of 
fear and excitement, I walked 
into Bowring Comprehensive 
(Bowring Community Sports 

College since 2005) for the fi rst time in 15 years.
After joining a class of 11 and 12-year-old 

pupils the differences were like black and white 

– literally. The blackboards and chalk had gone, 

replaced by interactive whiteboards – a board 

used with a computer and projector to create 

up to a 100-inch touch screen display. 

Bowring was even chosen by IT giants 

Microsoft to join their network of ‘innovative 

schools’, which means that they can access 

the very latest developments when it comes 

to using technology in education and share it 

with schools throughout Knowsley.

Pupils are also set to benefi t from the 

signifi cant investment in IT through the Building 

Schools for the Future programme when the 

secondary schools are replaced by learning 

centres during the next few years.

Then there’s the atmosphere. No longer: 

‘sit up straight at the back’ and ‘speak when 

you’re spoken to’. Pupils chatted away and 

helped each other. No raised voices, fl ying 

board dusters or threats of detention.

And while my mates STILL moan about 

subjects at school (let it lie about trigonometry 

eh?), the pupils here learn life skills – 

things useful to them in the real world.

Take challenge time. Like it says on the tin, 

pupils are set a challenge, taking anything 

from a morning to a week. It’s all about 

teamwork, project management, meeting 

deadlines and having fun. 

My new classmates had been to Liverpool 

to see the city through the eyes of a tourist. 

Now they were painting famous people 

from the city, designing, making and selling 

pin cushions, researching the history of 

The Beatles and even fi lming a Liverpool-

themed holiday programme.

They’re still taught maths, English and 

science. But blocks of time are devoted to 

this type of work to allow pupils to be 

creative and independent.

Then there’s the points system. A far cry from 

the star charts or merit badges of my day, pupils 

have an online account which the teacher credits 

points for good work during lessons via a lap top.

Points can be exchanged for anything from a 

place at the front of the dinner queue to a pencil 

case or an ipod.

Technology plays a huge part. The school boasts 

one PC to every two pupils, wireless laptops and 

handheld computers are used and MP3 players 

help pupils learn foreign languages – not a C90 

or a battered tape recorder to be seen!

Headmistress Madeleine Cotson says: 

“About 60% of pupils at the school will go into 

jobs that don’t even exist yet. The world is 

changing rapidly and there is a need to be 

creative, fl exible and adaptable. 

Parents get involved too, with mums and 

daughters attending lessons together about 

health and whole families enjoying Chinese 

food and dance to mark the Chinese New Year.

Add to this the opportunity to choose from 

almost 50 study options – Bowring is one of 

the only schools in the country to offer girls  

apprentice engineering – and you can see 

why results are on the up.

Pupils even help to run the school these days. 

They are asked for opinions on lessons, school 

dinners… even potential new teachers.

THEN!
*  Blackboards and chalk
*  Trigonometry
*  Text books
*  Limited choice of subjects

NOW!
•   Interactive whiteboards

• Wireless laptops

• Huge choice of subjects

• ‘Real life’ skills
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A recent police raid in Huyton seized 

£1million worth of cannabis

in focus4

War on wee
P

olice have carried out a series of 

high-profi le raids on ‘cannabis 

factories’ in the borough – homes 

equipped with lighting and 

heating equipment which allow 

the cannabis plant to grow.

This included a raid on a semi-detached house 

in Jeffereys Crescent, Huyton, which uncovered 

£200,000-worth of plants.

Many of the raids in and around the Knowsley 

area have discovered production of a stronger, 

and potentially more dangerous, cannabis 

called ‘skunk’.

This type of cannabis has been linked with 

mental health problems and psychosis.

Police have been working closely with the 

community and have also targeted dealers 

working from cars and other properties.

Knowsley Chief Inspector Stuart Ellison 

said: “I urge people to come forward with 

information. They can do it anonymously 

through Crimestoppers if they want. 

“Our results so far show that with the help 

and support of the public we can hit dealers 

hard. We have made a real impact so far and 

we will not stop.”

Dealers often have a drug problem of their own 

and are referred to treatment agencies such as 

Knowsley’s Drugs Intervention Programme.

Cathy Fitzgerald, head of the council’s drug 

and alcohol action team (DAAT), said: “The issue 

of cannabis within our community has become 

more prominent. Since its reclassifi cation from 

Class B to Class C in January 2004 some people 

seem to think it is legal. It certainly is not and 

criminal sanctions still apply.

DAAT includes experts from across the council 

from children’s services, crime and disorder and 

health and social care.

Recent successes include:
■     A raid in Hillside in Huyton where a £1m 

cannabis factory was smashed.

■     Over £90,000 in cash recovered in raids.

■     Cocaine and amphetamine drugs to the 

value of £40,000 seized.

Regular use can lead
to anything from loss 
of concentration to 
paranoia, aggressiveness
and outright psychosis, 
according to new research.

KNOWSLEY Council and Merseyside Police are working hard to highlight 
the dangers of cannabis and stamp out dealing and production of the drug. 
Jackie Rand has been fi nding out more.



Being caught in possession of cannabis 
can lead to a criminal conviction
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More than 22,000 people were 
treated last year by the NHS 
for addiction and psychological 
problems caused by smoking 
skunk, which is up to 10 times 
stronger than resin or grass.

Almost 10,000
under-18s 
needed drug 
rehabilitation for 
cannabis use in 
Britain last year
 – including 3,500 
in the north west.

RAISING AWARENESS
A group of Huyton students fi lmed, produced 

and starred in a short fi lm underlining the 

dangers of cannabis.

The students from St Thomas Beckett School 

in Huyton made ‘The Consequences of Choice’ 

a DVD designed to educate people about the facts 

and myths surrounding the drug.

The fi lm shows the detrimental effects cannabis 

can have on a user’s education, mental health, and 

employment prospects. 

It also reminds people that being caught in 

possession of cannabis can still lead to a criminal 

conviction which will remain on record and could 

have severe consequences during their future lives. 

The fi lm is now used throughout Knowsley.

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
TIPS TO SPOT A DEALER
■   People coming and going from the property 

throughout the day and night.

■    Curtains closed throughout the day and night.

■   Blacked out windows and glass in doors.

■   Strong pungent herb type smell coming 

from the house.

■   Large amounts of plant food or fertiliser being 

taken inside a house.

■   Fans, lights, rolls of black plastic or foil or electrical 

wiring being taken into a house on a large scale.

■   In winter when houses have snow on the roof, a 

suspect house may be snow-free due to the heat 

from cannabis production.

USEFUL NUMBERS
Knowsley Drug and Alcohol Action Team: 443 3872

Merseyside Police: 709 6010

Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111
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A handy success
CAROLINE MERRIE has turned a creative idea to set 

up a graphic design company into a profi table reality.

Merrie Design has been at Creative Space for just 

over a year but already the fi rm, specialising in logo 

designs and company branding, is branching out.

Caroline, 42, who has also landed two business 

awards, said: “It’s vitally important to have support 

in business. I was struggling with book-keeping but 

staff organised a workshop and my accounts are all 

straight now.”

Caroline’s latest venture 

is a customised glove to help 

children with dyslexia.

Business on the beat
SALLY ANN WALSH decided it was 

now or never when it came to going 

into business on her own.

The 51-year-old said: “I’d always 

had lots of ideas – now it was time 

to put them into practice.”

Sally Ann’s business, Khaki Blues 

‘n’ 2s, makes kit bags and vests that 

can hold equipment for the police.

She has secured a deal with 

Gibraltar Police and says 

advice from Creative 

Space staff has 

been invaluable.

She added: “There’s always 

someone to ask for information 

or someone they can pass you 

on to. I’d sourced a company to 

make samples of my work to 

show to potential clients but that 

fell through.

“It turned out there’s someone 

working right here in Creative Space 

that might be able to do this for me.”

spaceCreative

THE NEXT Steven Spielberg or Martin Scorsese could emerge 

from Knowsley – thanks to help from the council.  BY JACKIE RAND
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CONTACT:
If you would like more information about Creative 
Space contact Alison Riley at Creative Space, KMBC, 
Business Resource Centre, Admin Road, Kirkby
L33 7TX, Tel 443 5592, 07920 531 358.

The home of Creative Space

Acting on experience

C
reative Space was set up at Knowsley 
Council’s Business Resource Centre in 
Kirkby in April 2006.

It offers competitively-priced studios 

and offi ces, free business start-up advice, 

grant and loan information and training 

and conference facilities. 

It houses 20 studios and a support team for creative 

businesses including broadcast media, performance art, 

design, graphics, digital arts, new media, visual arts and 

craft and textiles 

The centre, jointly funded by the council and the European 

Union, also offers free internet access, free parking and 

24-hour secure entry.

Staff organise free courses for tenants on everything from 

how to price your products to how to market your company.

Alison Riley, Creative Industries Development Offi cer, 

said: “It can be very isolating, running your business 

from home.

“Basing your company at Creative Space means you 

can network with like-minded business people and share 

information.

“We offer a smart location to bring potential clients to 

and back up for problems as they arise. We are totally 

committed to providing these businesses with what they 

need when they need it. “

Crystal clear advantage
CREATIVE SPACE’S reasonable rent 

was just what Terry Farrell needed 

when he decided to go it alone after 

being made redundant.

The 27-year-old set up video 

production company Crystal Images, 

specialising in making videos for 

business, in April 2006.

In January this year he went 

into partnership with Chris White.

Terry and Chris have both worked 

for broadcasters, production houses 

and as freelance producers.

Terry said: “The rent for our 

studio is just £200 a month and 

that includes internet connections 

and offi ce facilities.

“The place has a great layout 

and is in the heart of the business 

community in Knowsley. There are 

lots of extremely helpful seminars 

on all sorts of aspects of running a 

business that really help.

“I think basing our 

business here has made 

a real difference.”

IT’S NOT staged when actress Kate Gorst gives the 

thumbs up to Creative Space.

The 27-year-old’s theatre education company, 

Altru Drama, uses drama to help young people with 

everything from confi dence building to improving health.

Kate, a former drama teacher at Knowsley 

Community College, regularly uses the facilities to 

meet potential clients and hold workshops.

She fi nds the training seminars one of the most 

useful aspects of Creative Space.

She said: “They run about two or three every month 

on all sorts of subjects. I’ve attended courses on how 

to price the work you do, marketing, and copyrighting.” 
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M
ore than 30,000 
people die every 
year from obesity 
in England and 
a study by the 
National Audit 

Offi ce estimated the condition costs 
the NHS a whopping £500m a year.

In Knowsley, there are an estimated 

21,500 people who are obese. Obesity 

can lead to health problems, including 

arthritis, heart disease and diabetes.

One way to fi ght the fat is watching 

what you eat. And to prove you can eat 

healthily AND cheaply, I was given a 

budget of just £15 and told to return 

with enough to feed three meals to a 

family of four and have something left 

over to fi ll the fridge – working out at 

just £1.25 a meal.

Actually I did better than that 

– spending just £14.22 – or £1.19 

a meal!

See my shopping list to see exactly what I bought 

and see below for how to prepare the meals.

Breakfast:
Simply mix the muesli with natural yoghurt 

and fresh fruit.

Dinner:
Fill your wholemeal pitta breads with cottage 

cheese and cucumber. If you’re still hungry 

chop some more fresh fruit and serve in a bowl.

Tea:
Chicken and vegetable kebabs with rice and 

salad. Dice the chicken, peppers, onions and 

tomato and any other veggie stuff you like. 

Poke them onto a wooden or metal skewer 

(with care) and place under a medium grill 

until golden brown. Make sure the chicken 

is cooked throughout and not red inside. 

Add some brown rice and a side salad.

For dessert serve up strawberries and 

single cream.

FIGHTING fat and wiping out obesity are top priorities for the 
council and its partners and thousands of pounds are being 
spent in Knowsley to help tackle the problem. BY JACKIE RAND

FIGHTING ties for the  fat and wiping out obesity are top priori
are being council and its partners and thousands of pounds a

t i K l t h l t kl th bl

Healthy...
Jackie Rand shows that you don’t 
need a big budget for a healthy diet

lifestyle
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and cheap!
1.    Schools now have healthy vending machines, 

tuck shops and school meals.

2.   Unhealthy vending machines, offering 

sweets and fi zzy drinks, have been removed 

from schools.

3.    Children are encouraged to drink water 

at school rather than sugary drinks. 

4.    Walking-buses to and from school and 

a range of school sports initiatives. 

5.    Free fruit three times a week for people 

who attend disability day services.

6.   Free bicycle rides across the borough. 

People without a bicycle can borrow one 

free of charge. Contact Steve Carson on 

443 2230 for details.

7.    An annual walking festival in October and 

a series of free monthly health walks in 

Stockbridge Village and Kirkby. Contact 

Laura Moore on 285 6014 for details. 

8.    Health checks for nearly 2,000 local men aged 

40-65. This has now been extended to women.

9.    A pilot lifestyle programme for overweight 

children at Kirkby Sports Centre, with healthy 

eating and physical activity sessions. 

10.  The Veggie Van – a free, not for profi t community 

scheme, selling cheap, high quality fruit and 

vegetables to local homes, 

door to door or by home 

delivery and through food 

co-op schemes. For more 

details call 290 0193.

Fat’s your lot – ten ways Knowsley is beating the bulge

£15
LESS THAN

FOR ALL THIS!
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New learning 
centres on the way
THIS SUMMER sees the start of building work on the fi rst of Knowsley’s new learning centres.    

S
even state of the art learning 
centres with top class 
facilities are set to replace 
the borough’s existing 
secondary schools under 
the Building Schools for 

the Future (BSF) programme.  
First off the block is North Huyton 

Joint Christian Learning Centre which 

is being built in the grounds of the 

existing St Edmund of Canterbury Catholic 

High School in Lordens Road, Huyton.  

Construction work is expected to start 

in the second week of July with the new 

learning centre due to open at the beginning 

of 2009. Shortly afterwards, preparatory 

work begins on a site at Halewood College 

prior to the start of construction on the 

Halewood Community Learning Centre.

“After several years of detailed planning, 

negotiation and consultation, we have fi nally 

reached the starting line,” said Knowsley’s 

Executive Director of Children’s Services, 

Damian Allen. 

“It is a very exciting moment. We believe 

that these new buildings, together with 

our ambitions to transform education in 

Knowsley and make it relevant to the 21st 

century, will raise standards and improve 

opportunities for our whole community.”

For further information about the work, 

please contact the Knowsley BSF Team on 

443 3447 or at bsf.team@knowsley.gov.uk.

It’s all go… 
■    Work on South Huyton, Prescot/Whiston and 

Kirkby community learning centres is due to 

start at the end of the year.

■    Construction of Prescot /Whiston and Kirkby 

Catholic learning centres will begin early next year.

■    The seven learning centres will open at stages 

throughout 2009 and early 2010.

■    The learning centres are being built by Balfour 

Beatty Construction, which is the construction 

arm of Knowsley Council’s private sector partner 

Transform Schools.
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Knowsley 
on the podium

CHILDREN from Knowsley scooped 
a record 36 medals in a key regional 
sports event for disabled pupils.

T
he 12 to 15-year-olds from Brookfi eld, 
Springfi eld, The Elms and Alt Bridge 
schools won a variety of events at 
the meeting held at the North West 
Regional Athletics for Disabled Pupils 
in Manchester’s ‘Sports City’.

  Six of the contestants have since been entered 

into the national fi nals at Blackpool in July, with all 

four of the special schools being represented.

Laura, an ambassador for the Knowsley team, 

visits local primary schools to share her experiences. 

She said: “It was a very good day; between us we won 

lots of medals. I won four Gold and one Bronze.”

Mark Pinnington, a pupil from Springfi eld School, 

added: “It was great for me to get medals but best of 

all was that the whole team got medals.”

It is the second time Knowsley have been represented 

at the event. Last year they went on to help the North 

West team win at the national fi nals.

Damian Allen, executive director of Children’s 

services in Knowsley said: “This is excellent news 

and continues the winning streak!”

FEMALE footy stars of the future 

recently pitched up in Knowsley 

for the latest stage of the 

Merseyside inter-borough 

soccer tournament.

Primary pupils from 

Knowsley, Liverpool, Wirral, 

St Helens and Sefton all took 

part in the competition.

The latest of the monthly 

tournaments was held on the 

King George V Playing Fields 

in Huyton, with the St Helens 

girls coming out on top and a 

season’s trophy awaiting the 

eventual winners.

The Knowsley Council Women 

and Girls Football Development 

Offi cer, Sylvia Gore said: “We have 

been pioneering football for girls 

in Knowsley for a few years and 

fi eld several teams for a variety 

of competitions.

“Many of our girls don’t get 

the chance to play for teams at 

school, so we have a lot of work 

to do, to develop their game 

sense and their skills.”

“It was great for me to get medals but 
best of all was that the whole team 

got medals.”

Girls on 
GOAL

“We have a lot of 
work to do, to develop 
their game sense and 

their skills.”
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A TEAM of sports people from Knowsley have 

visited the borough’s twin town of Stadt Moers, 

in Germany, to celebrate twenty seven years 

of friendship.

The fi ve-day event offered the team a chance 

to meet, compete and mingle with fellow sports 

people from another country, with all the 

athletes staying with guest families.

Players from Halewood Town Junior Sports 

Association met GSV Moers, Higherside Police 

Amateur Boxing Club linked up with ABC 

Rheinkamp, whilst Prescot Swimming Club 

were pitted against SC Blau-Weiß Moers.

Councillor Eddie Connor, cabinet 

member for Leisure, Community and 

Culture in Knowsley, travelled with 

the team.

He said: “The value of such a cultural 

exchange, through leisure activity, 

cannot be underestimated. 

“Homestay offers the visitors a unique 

opportunity to experience life within 

another culture and can have a valuable and 

lifelong impact on personal development, 

citizenship, cultural understanding and 

social development.”

A German 
friendly

“The value of such a cultural 
exchange, through leisure activity, 

cannot be underestimated.” 



www.knowsley.gov.uk 27

lifestyle

W
HEN Jackie Rand 
heard that Kirkby 
Sports Centre was 
offering personal 
training courses, 
she jumped at the 

chance – here’s how she got on…
They say “No pain, no gain”, and after a six 

week ‘Shape Management’ course you begin to 

understand. But with my personal trainer Gary 

at my side, dropping out was never an option. 

And, after the fi rst week or so, I could start to 

feel and see the results of my hard work.

The Shape Management Course offers 

people the services of a personal trainer, 

three times a week for six weeks, at several 

of the leisure centres in Knowsley. The course 

concentrates on changing the shape of people 

who take part, rather than how much weight 

they might lose.

Personal trainer Gary Wheeler explains: 

“Most of the people who join up say they want 

to lose weight off their arms or their legs, 

or whatever. But if I asked them how much 

weight they wanted to lose off their arms say, 

they wouldn’t have a clue. 

“What they want is to look better, more trim 

and toned and that is what the work we do on 

this course is all about.”

Gary is great at pushing people on to the 

next level, encouraging them to try harder 

and to make progress. He’s on your case from 

the minute you arrive for your sessions and 

that is what makes this course so different.

Mother of three Lynne Maclaren, who is 

41 said: “The trainer shows us what to do, 

what we are aiming for and how to use the 

equipment properly. He really motivates you. 

Since starting this course I have felt better 

about myself and happier – it feels good to 

feel fi t.” 

Twenty-seven-year-old Nicola Murphy 

agrees. She said: “I feel like I have got lots 

more energy. I wanted to get fi t and tone 

up but I knew I needed a kick start and this 

course has given me that.”

For Gary, the course is a labour of love. 

“I love seeing how people come on over the 

six weeks. It’s not just about their shape, 

they gain confi dence and come out of 

themselves. They seem to glow.”

The Shape Management Course is 

available at leisure centres throughout 

Knowsley, on a variety of days in the week.

The cost is £120 for six weeks, that’s about 

£6.50 a session, but there are also a wide variety 

of discounts available for local people, depending 

on their income or if they are on benefits.

For more information, contact your nearest 

leisure centre. 

Shaping up
“I knew I needed 
a kick start and 
this course has 
given me that.”
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FROM SPORTS tournaments to seed planting, there is something 
for everyone over the summer months

what’s on
AUGUST
15 - Harvesting Seeds
Time: 10-12am
Venue: National Wildfl ower 
Centre, Court Hey Park, Huyton
Join Landlife’s staff as they 

advise on the best way to 

harvest seeds. All ages 

welcome. Places limited so 

book early. NWC entry fees 

applicable.

Tel: 738 1913.

15 - Merseyside 
Community Games
Time: 9am-4pm
Venue: Litherland Sports Park, 
Sefton
Young people from Knowsley 

take part in sporting events with 

others from the Merseyside 

Partnership area. 

Tel: 443 4369.

19 - Wildlife 
Detectives
Time: 2-4pm
Venue: National Wildfl ower 
Centre, Court Hey Park, 
Huyton
All ages welcome. Places 

are limited so book in advance. 

NWC entry fee plus £1 per person. 

Tel: 738 1913.

20-24 and 28-31 -  
Boom Music Academy
Time: 9.30am-3pm
Venue: Huyton City Learning 
Centre, Seel Road, Huyton
The Boom Music Academy 

allows under 12s (20th-24th) 

and over 12s (28th-31st) to 

produce a music video which 

they direct, produce, edit and 

star in. Once produced, you can 

enter your masterpiece into 

the Boom! Awards – a national 

competition. Free transport 

is provided from across the 

borough. Reserve your place by 

calling 477 8040.

20 - Parks and 
Green Spaces
Time: 10am-4pm
Venue: National Wildfl ower 
Centre, Court Hey Park, Huyton
We join venues all over 

Liverpool to celebrate the 

year of heritage and Liverpool’s 

800th birthday. Free entry. 

Tel: 738 1913.

21 - Woodland 
Weaving
Time: 2-4pm
Venue: National Wildfl ower 
Centre, Court 
Hey Park,  
Huyton
Creative 

workshop 

taking 

inspiration from the world 

around us. Places are limited 

so book early. NWC entry fee 

plus £2 per child over 7.

Tel: 738 1913. 

23-24 - Cricket Camp
Time: 10am-3pm
Venue: Whitefi eld Cricket 
Club, Huyton
An ideal chance for beginners 

aged eight to 15 to be 

introduced to the game and 

master some of the basic 

strokes, polish up their 

fi elding skills and enjoy basic 

bowling tuition in small groups. 

Great fun and all round good 

exercise!

To reserve a place, contact Paul 

Dillon-Smith on 443 3111 or 

0781 0054 112.

Places are limited, so book early 

to avoid disappointment. 

23 - Marvellous Masks
Time: 2-4pm
Venue: National Wildfl ower 
Centre, Court Hey Park, Huyton
Make a mask inspired by insect 

faces. All ages welcome. Places 

limited, book in advance. NWC 

entry fee plus £2 per person.

Tel: 738 1913.

24 - Knowsley 
Junior Open Golf 
Tournament (age 
18 and under)
Time: Various
Venue: Bowring Park Golf 
Course, Huyton
9am-1pm handicap players only, 

max 34 handicap. 1-2pm non 

handicap players. 2pm to 3pm 

Cadets under 12 years of age 

on the day of tournament. 

9am-3pm. £9.50 entry/£4.75 

cadet entry.

Tel: 443 2153.

24 - Get Lost
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: Stadt Moers Park, 
Pottery Lane, Whiston
Summer fun. Try our 

orienteering course and 

learn how to read maps. 

Tel: 489 1239.

26 - Great Gardens 
and Plant Sale
Time: 10am-12pm
Venue: Henley Park, 
Delph Lane, Whiston
Friends of Henley Park and 

Whiston Gardening Club present 

gardening tips, fl owers for sale 

and activities for children.

Tel: 489 1239.

28 - Larger than Life
Time: 2-4pm
Venue: National Wildfl ower 
Centre, Court Hey Park, Huyton
Seeds up close. Explore the 

world of magnifi ed seeds. 
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Places limited so book early. 

Tel: 738 1913. NWC entry fee 

plus £2 per child.

28-31 - Radio and 
DJ Skills
Time: 9.30am-3pm
Venue: Kirkby City Learning 
Centre, Bracknell Avenue, 
Kirkby
Hands on experience of how 

a radio station operates, 

enabling you to produce jingles, 

news announcements and 

introductions. You will also 

produce music using Cinamatrix 

and will be able to research 

your hobbies and local news for 

the reports using the internet. 

The DJ activities will allow you 

to mix, fade and scratch your 

favourite records. Borough wide, 

free transport to attend the 

activity. Call James Burke on 

477 8040.

30 - Lighting the 
Darkness
Time: 2-4pm
Venue: National Wildfl ower 
Centre, Court Hey Park, 
Huyton
Get ready for autumn at our 

lantern making workshop. 

Age 7 plus. Activities available 

for younger visitors. Tel: 738 

1913. NWC entry fee plus £3 

per person. Places are limited.

SEPTEMBER
1-30 - Heritage 
Open Days
Venue: Various
To mark the year of Heritage, 

Knowsley will be promoting 

a series of events at historic 

venues during the month of 

September as part of the annual 

Heritage Open Days activities. 

Contact the Prescot Museum.

Tel: 0151 430 7787.

OCTOBER
12 - Uplifted! 
Liverpool Philharmonic 
Gospel Choir Concert
Time: 7.30-9.30pm
Venue: Kirkby Suite, Kirkby
The Liverpool Philharmonic 

Gospel Choir return once 

again to Knowsley but this 

time to Kirkby following sell 

out performances in previous 

years. Tyndale Thomas 

teams up with local schools 

and the community to bring 

you an uplifting evening of 

inspirational gospel music not 

to be missed. The prestigious 

choir will be performing Gospel 

favourites, including Oh Happy 

Day and Lean On Me.

£6.50/£4.50 concessions

Tickets now on sale.

Ticket outlets: Kirkby Suite, 

Huyton Suite, Kirkby Library 

and Knowsley Arts Service.

Groups (consisting of 8+ 

people) can purchase tickets 

at a discounted rate of £3.50 

and also receive one ticket 

FREE for every eight 

purchased. Group tickets can 

be purchased at Knowsley Arts 

Service only.

Contact Dave Wycherley/

Leanne Jones.

Tel: 0151 443 5619

Email: dave.wycherley@

knowsley.gov.uk

 

22-26 - Autumnal 
Adventures
Time: 1-3pm
Venue: The National Wildfl ower 

Centre, Huyton Join us for a 

week of autumnal themed 

events, each afternoon. All ages 

welcome. Places are limited and 

need to be booked in advance.

£2 per child.

Tel: 0151 738 1913

Email: info@nwc.org.uk

NOVEMBER
10-26 - Kirkby Life
Venue: Kirkby Gallery
An exhibition with the local 

community, exploring Kirkby’s 

neighbourhoods. 

Free

Contact Jo Dry/Sarah Craven.

Tel: 0151 443 5617

Email: galleries@knowsley.gov.uk
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Prescot, Whiston, Cronton, 
and Knowsley Village 
Partnership Board
Date: August 1

Appeals Committee
Date: August 7

Time: 10am 

Cabinet
Date: August 15

Time: 2pm

Venue: Huyton Council Chamber

Planning Committee
Date: August 16

Time: 6pm

Economic and Employment 
Scrutiny Committee
Date: August 29

Time: 6pm

Appeals Committee
Date: September 4

Time: 10am

Corporate Performance 
Scrutiny Committee
Date: September 4

Time: 6pm

Council
Date: September 5

Time: 7pm

Venue: Huyton Council 

Chamber Cabinet
Date: September 5

Time: 2pm

Venue: Huyton Council Chamber

Licensing Committee
Date: September 6

Time: 2pm

Environment and Housing 
Scrutiny Committee
Date: September 10

Time: 6pm

Halewood Partnership Board
Date: September 11

Time: 6pm

South Huyton 
Partnership Board
Date: September 12

Time: 4pm

North Huyton 
Partnership Board
Date: September 13

Time: 9.30am

Planning Committee
Date: September 13

Time: 6pm

Governance and Audit 
Committee
Date: September 18

Time: 4pm

North Kirkby Partnership Board
Date: September 18

Time: 10am

South Kirkby Partnership 
Board
Date: September 18

Time: 3.30pm

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton 
and Knowsley Village 
Partnership Board
Date: September 19 

Standards Committee
Date: September 20

Time: 5pm

Health and Social Care 
Scrutiny Committee
Date: September 25

Time: 6pm

Cabinet
Date: September 26

Time: 2pm

Venue: Huyton Council Chamber

Education, Training and 
Culture Scrutiny Committee
Date: September 26

Time: 6pm

Community Safety and 
Social Inclusion Scrutiny 
Committee
Date:  September 27

Time: 6pm

Area Partnership Board 
Co-ordinating Group
Date: October 15

Cabinet
Date: October 17

Time: 2pm

Venue: Huyton Council 
Chamber 

Planning Committee
Date: October 18

Time: 6pm

Licensing Committee
Date: October 25

Time: 2pm

Scrutiny Co-ordinating 
Committee
Date: October 29

Halewood Partnership 
Board
Date: October 30

Time: 6pm

South Huyton 
Partnership Board
Date: October 31

Time: 4pm

MEETINGS IN KNOWSLEY
Please contact Democratic Services for 

confi rmation of times and venues on 443 3502.

Benefi ts 
(Housing and Council Tax)

443 4042

Births, Marriages 
and Deaths
443 5210

Business Rates 
443 4089

Business Services
(Advice, Funding, 

Recruitment and Training)

477 4000

Children’s 
Information Service
443 5633

Complaints and 
Compliments
443 4031

Consumer Advice/
Trading Standards 
443 4711

Council Tax 443 4476

Council Tax and Benefi ts 
Fraud Hotline 
0800 073 0532

Dangerous Buildings/
Structures/Trees 

443 2380

Education General 
Enquiries 
443 3232

General Enquiries
489 6000

Highways 
(including footways 

and street lighting)

443 2400

Homelessness 
290 7190

Housing General 
Enquiries 
443 5834

Housing Repairs 
(Knowsley Housing 

Trust East)

0800 731 2023

(Knowsley Housing 

Trust West)

0500 969694

Job Vacancies 
443 5000

Neighbourhood Wardens
Huyton South

443 3395

Halewood 

443 2171

Kirkby South 

548 2725

Stockbridge Village 

230 0407

Tower Hill 

547 5183

Prescot & Whiston

443 4692

NHS Direct
0845 4647

Pest Control 
443 2455

Planning Enquiries
443 2380

Refuse Collection
443 2400

School Admissions 
and Exclusions
443 3212

School Attendance 
Service 
443 3279

School Bus Passes
443 5609

Traffi c Signal Faults
443 2349

Truancy Hotline 
0800 073 6161

Emergency 
and out of hours
Fire
Huyton Fire Station 01744 697712
Kirkby Fire Station  546 5151
Whiston Fire Station  426 6424

Police 

Merseyside Police Switchboard   709 6010

Citizens Advice 0845 122 1300

Highways, footways  443 2800
and street lighting
(Mon to Fri 8pm-8am, Sat before 9.30am 

and after 1pm, all day Sun and Bank Hols)

Social Services  07659 590081
and Homelessness
(Mon to Fri 5pm-9am, all day 

Sat, Sun and Bank Hols)

Housing Repairs 290 7375 /449 3958
(Mon to Fri 5pm-9am, all day 

Sat, Sun and Bank Hols)

Useful numbers For more information visit www.knowsley.gov.uk 
or email customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk

the guide
 






