




Outdoor Learning

Using the outdoor environment our sessions
will help Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
staff deliver the four themes underpinning the
new ‘Development Matters’ programme.

We provide stimulating resources and environments to
encourage play, exploration and active learning in one of our
parks, at our Environment Education Centres or within your
own grounds.
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What we offer
• A multi-sensory and experiential learning

approach for all EYFS children

• A programme of sessions that delivers the
EYFS prime and specific learning  areas

• A qualified and experienced Education Officer
with enhanced DBS clearance

• Seasonal outdoor activities with sessions
tailored to suit requirements

• Well equipped and accessible Environmental
Education Centres at:

• Halewood Park, Halewood
• Stadt Moers Park, Whiston
• Mill Dam Park, Kirkby

How the outdoor activities 
will meet Prime areas: 
• Personal, social and emotional

development
• Building self esteem, independence,

co-operation, team work and self
confidence

• Respect for living things
• Managing risk

• Communication and language
• Listening to instructions
• Discussing findings and sharing ideas
• Learning new words and expanding

vocabulary

• Physical development
• Spatial awareness
• Use of simple tools
• Outdoor exercise



How the outdoor activities
target the Specific areas:
• Literacy

• Storytelling
• Journey sticks

• Mathematics
• Counting and measuring
• Sorting shapes, colours and sizes
• Problem solving

• Understanding the world
• Investigating natural flora and fauna
• Investigating growing things
• Using senses

• Creative development
• Music making
• Picture making using natural materials
• Role play and imaginative play

Examples of the activities we can deliver and how they meet the specific learning areas.   

Understanding Creative
Activity Literacy Mathematics the world development

Pond dipping Increasing Counting number Learning about Drawing a 
vocabulary, of creatures. pond animals. creature.
learning new 
words.

Listening to 
instructions.

Making a Increasing Learning about Learning about Creative design.
mini house for a vocabulary, shapes. natural materials.
woodland learning new 
creature words.

Storytelling.

Meet a tree Talking, giving Counting steps. Learning about Bark rubbing.
and listening to the variety of
instructions. trees.

Nature treasure Listening to Recognising Learning about Exploring colour 
hunt instructions. shapes and variety in nature. and texture.

colour.
Increasing 
vocabulary.

Journey sticks Storytelling. Counting and Exploring the Imaginative role 
spatial natural play.

Listening and awareness. environment.
talking. 

Increasing 
vocabulary.



Please contact us on 0151 443 2414 or dns.sustainability@knowsley.gov.uk

What’s on your doorstep?
Knowsley has over 67 green spaces waiting to be
explored. Its parks and gardens, woodlands,
wetlands, and river corridors now provide venues
for a range of study, play and exploration.  

Many sites now contain bespoke educational
opportunities, e.g.

• Interpretation boards focusing on the
biodiversity and local history of the site. 
These help visitors explore and appreciate 
the natural environment. 

• Pond dipping platforms and boardwalk
facilities.

Costs

available
on

request



Outdoor learning improves educational
attainment, motivation and behaviour,
offering many opportunities for learners to
deepen their understanding across many
curriculum areas.

Our innovative programmes offer children and young people
opportunities to try new and exciting challenges in local
woodland environments, parks and open spaces - or at one
of Knowsley’s Environmental Education Centres.

Environmental
education

sessions



What we offer
• Accessible and inclusive teaching sessions

for all pupils from Foundation to KS3

• A qualified and experienced Education
Officer with enhanced DBS clearance

• A range of engaging and thought provoking
sessions to help develop pupils’ knowledge
and understanding of landscapes and
ecosystems.

• Sessions addressing global issues, such as
Fairtrade and climate change.

• Well equipped and accessible
Environmental Education Centres at:

• Halewood Park

• Stadt Moers Park, Whiston

• Mill Dam Park

Benefits to pupils
Environmental education sessions can enhance
children and young peoples’

• personal, social and emotional
development

• knowledge and understanding of the world

• mathematical development and problem
solving skills

• physical development and fitness

• communication, language and literacy skills

• creative development

Benefits to your school
• Clear curriculum links to the science,

geography and numeracy programmes 
of study and the IPC

• Knowledge and skills gained can support
the ‘school grounds’ strand of the 
Eco-Schools Award

• Our three Environmental Education 
Centres offer fully accessible, child-friendly
and affordable opportunities for learning
outside the classroom



*  Subject matter and depth covered will depend on the Key Stage requirements of the individual school group.

Activities

Exploring habitats 
including ponds, meadows 
and mature woodland.

A typical full day might include:

- an age-appropriate 
introduction to the subject

- an outdoor investigation of a 
pond habitat, including use of 
dipping nets, sorting trays, 
magnifying boxes and 
identification charts

- indoor classroom session 
studying caught specimens 
in more detail
way

Landscape studies
including physical features,
history through the landscape,
orienteering and map reading,
rocks and soils. 

Typical full day might include: 

- an indoor session looking at
physical features shown on a
map, scale, legends and
compass points and how the
landscape has changed over
time

- an outdoor study including
using a map and compass to
navigate, identifying landmarks
on the ground and evidence of
past land use

Learning objectives

• Identify living and 
non-living things in a 
habitat

• Understand how different
living things adapt to their
habitat

• Understand about the life
cycles of plants and
animals

• Construct simple food
chains and food webs for
specific habitats

• Carry out studies in an
organised and methodical
way

• Understand how maps
can be used to gain
information about the
landscape and for
navigation

• Using a compass to
navigate

• Understand that the
physical features of the
landscape change over
time

• Understand how rocks
and soils are formed and
identify different types in
the local area

• Understand what fossils
are and how they indicate
historical changes

National Curriculum links*

• Working scientifically

• Living things and their
habitats

• Plants

• Animals, including
humans

• Seasonal changes

• Evolution and inheritance

• Geographical skills and
fieldwork

• Rocks

• Evolution and inheritance



Please contact us on 0151 443 2414 or dns.sustainability@knowsley.gov.uk

“Knowsley ranger service has been a fantastic asset to the
science curriculum in our school.  As a teacher, I have used
this service for 29 years at the two schools I have taught.
We have been pond dipping and mini-beast hunting with
the rangers, who provide all of the necessary resources
and share their expert knowledge.  The children most
definitely view their experience as a highlight of the school
year.  We have also used the rangers within our school
grounds and they are flexible in accommodating the needs
of different schools. I cannot recommend Knowsley ranger
service enough”
Mrs Chadwick. Plantation Primary School.

Costs

available
on

request



Love

We can all learn to take responsibility for our
local communities and take action to reduce
litter in the locations where we live, the places
we visit and the spaces that we use.

Through fun and engaging teaching sessions, pupils will learn
about what can affect their local area and what they and their
families can do to work together to make change happen.

This programme has been developed in support of the national
Love Where You Live campaign; it provides a direct link to the
Eco-Schools Award and supports the PSHE element of the
curriculum.

where you live



A choice of topics
Do you love where you live?
A session to raise pupils’ awareness around why litter is a problem and what we can do to
discourage people from littering.

Paws up for pooches!
A lively session that encourages pupils to think about what it means to be a responsible dog
owner including the problems associated with dog fouling.

What we offer
• Accessible and inclusive teaching

sessions for all pupils from Foundation to
KS3

• A qualified and experienced Education
Officer with enhanced DBS clearance

• A range of inspiring sessions to help
develop pupils knowledge and
understanding

Benefits to your school
• A choice of assemblies and workshops

that will develop pupils’ enquiry skills

• Activities designed to inspire pupils and
help them become more ‘responsible’
citizens, leading to a more sustainable
lifestyle

• Links to the PSHE and Citizenship
programmes of study and the IPC

• Direct link to the ‘litter’ strand of the 
Eco- Schools Award

10% discount for
three or more

sessions. Discounts
also available for

schools requesting
Eco-Schools 

support.

For more information contact Kirsty Martin on 0151 443 2414 or dns.sustainability@knowsley.gov.uk

per session

£70



Slim your bin is a programme which aims to 
increase awareness of waste and its
management amongst school staff and pupils.

Through a range of fun and interactive teaching sessions,
pupils are encouraged to reduce, re-use and recycle their
waste and take positive action to promote sustainability in their
school and community. 

This programme has been developed in collaboration with
schools across Knowsley; it provides a direct link to the 
Eco-Schools Award and can help schools achieve their 
targets in these areas. 

“Enjoyed by all.   Staff commented
on how well the message of
recycling was put across”
Whiston Willis WasteBuster Assembly.

Slim your bin



A choice of topics
Are you a wastebuster?
An introductory session to raise pupils’ awareness around why wasting things is a problem and
what we can do to minimise the impact of waste on the environment.

School waste audit
Pupils will observe the current recycling habits within their classroom or school, know what
can/cannot be recycled and identify opportunities to improve classroom recycling. Older pupils
will explore the connection between waste reduction, recycling and climate change. 

Zero waste your lunch
Pupils will identify materials that can be recycled and understand the importance of reducing food
and packaging waste.

Cracking composters
Pupils will learn about nature and natural processes at the same time as reducing the amount of
food and garden waste that your school produces.

What we offer
• Accessible and inclusive teaching

sessions for all pupils from Foundation to
KS3

• A qualified and experienced Education
Officer with enhanced DBS clearance

• A wide range of motivational ‘hands on’
activities to encourage pupils to reduce,
re-use and recycle

Benefits to your school
• A choice of assemblies and workshops

that offer practical and achievable ways
to minimise waste in school

• Activities designed to inspire pupils and
help them become more ‘responsible’
citizens, leading to a more sustainable
lifestyle

• Links to the Science, PSHE, Geography
and Numeracy programmes of study and
the IPC 

• Direct link to the ‘waste’ strand of the
Eco-Schools Award

10% discount for
three or more

sessions. Discounts
also available for

schools requesting
Eco-Schools 

support.

For more information contact Kirsty Martin on 0151 443 2414 or dns.sustainability@knowsley.gov.uk

per session

£70



Teaching pupils about fair trade is a great way
to get them thinking about important world
issues that affect their lives.

Our Fairtrade sessions will provide opportunities for pupils to
think about how their choices impact on other people and help
them develop knowledge about fairness, social justice and
diversity.

This programme has been developed in support of the national
Fairtrade campaign; it provides a direct link to the Eco-Schools
Award and supports schools working towards Fairtrade School
status.

“Becoming a Fairtrade school has
helped me to tackle global issues with
the children throughout the curriculum”
Primary school headteacher

Fairtrade



A choice of topics
Go Bananas!
Looking at what Fairtrade means using the everyday banana as the focal point.

Do you wear fair?
Using cotton as an example, pupils will develop their knowledge of Fairtrade.

Have you got the Fairtrade factor?
A lively quiz to test pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Fairtrade products and principles.

‘Fair Share?’
Pupils will be able to describe the different stages in the production of a chocolate bar, and to
experience the frustrations of sharing out the cost of a chocolate bar between the different groups
involved in its production.

What does the ‘Fair’ in ‘Fairtrade’ mean?
To help pupils understand the social, economic and environmental impacts of what Fairtrade
stands for, pupils will compare and contrast farmers who produce Fairtrade to those producing
non Fairtrade products. 

For more information contact Kirsty Martin on 0151 443 2414 or dns.sustainability@knowsley.gov.uk

What we offer
• Accessible and inclusive teaching

sessions for all pupils from Foundation to
KS3

• A qualified and experienced Education
Officer with enhanced DBS clearance

• A range of engaging and thought
provoking sessions to help develop
pupils’ knowledge and understanding of
global issues

Benefits to your school
• A choice of assemblies and workshops

that will develop pupils’ enquiry skills

• Activities designed to inspire pupils and
help them become more ‘responsible’
citizens, leading to a more sustainable
lifestyle

• Links to the PSHE and Citizenship
programmes of study and the IPC

• Direct link to the ‘global citizenship’
strand of the Eco-Schools Award

per session

£70
10% discount for

three or more
sessions. Discounts

also available for
schools requesting

Eco-Schools 
support.



Teaching pupils about the issues surrounding
climate change will help develop their
knowledge and understanding of what it
means to be a global caretaker.

Our sessions will provide opportunities for pupils to
understand that we all have a vital role to play in protecting and
preserving our environment and how we can manage the
increasing pressure put on our natural resources.  There is
also an option to receive a carbon audit of your school to help
reduce energy and water use through behaviour change.  

This programme will help schools reduce their carbon
emissions and costs by reducing energy and water
consumption - and provides a direct link to the Eco-Schools
Award.

Climate change
and carbon
reduction



A choice of topics
Are you a Climate Champion?
This workshop addresses issues of climate change. It looks at the meaning of climate change and
investigates aspects such as the greenhouse effect.

What a waste!
Pupils will be able to identify everyday actions that can waste natural resources and be challenged
to come up with ways of reducing their impact upon the environment.

Cutting Carbon, Cutting Costs site audit
One site visit to identify ways of reducing energy and water use, providing an audit report.

What we offer
• Accessible and inclusive teaching

sessions for KS2 to KS3 pupils

• A qualified and experienced Education
Officer with enhanced DBS clearance

• A range of lively and thought provoking
sessions to help develop pupils’
knowledge and understanding of global
issues

• Carbon audit of the site by an
Environment Officer who can identify
potential carbon and cost savings

Benefits to your school
• A choice of workshops that will develop

pupils’ knowledge and understanding

• Activities designed to inspire pupils and
help them become more ‘responsible’
citizens, leading to a more sustainable
lifestyle

• Links to the PSHE and Citizenship
programmes of study and the IPC

• Direct link to the ‘energy’ strand of the
Eco-Schools Award

• Potential to reduce energy bills and
carbon emissions

10% discount for
three or more

sessions. Discounts
also available for

schools requesting
Eco-Schools 

support.

For more information contact Kirsty Martin on 0151 443 2414 or dns.sustainability@knowsley.gov.uk

per session

£70



Eco-schools

Eco-Schools is an international award
programme that guides schools on their
sustainable journey, providing a framework to
help embed these principles into the heart of
school life.  

Research increasingly shows that schools using sustainability
principles help their pupils to develop positive attitudes to their
futures; enjoy learning which means they are more likely to be
better behaved; are more engaged in class and attain better
results.

support package



What we offer
A package of support to progress the school
through the Eco-Schools Award.  This will
consist of:

• An initial review meeting with the
Headteacher, the school’s environmental
coordinator or nominated teacher to
outline the requirements of the 
Eco-Schools Award 
1 hour plus follow up report

• Eco-Team support to facilitate the
completion of the Eco-Schools
Environmental Review and the setting of
actions and targets for the Action Plan 
1 hour per term

• ‘Have you got the Eco-Schools Factor?’
whole school assembly to launch the
Eco-Schools Award 
! hour

• Topic focussed assemblies / workshops
up to ! day per term which include but
not limited to the themes: Slim Your Bin,
Love Where You Live, Fairtrade or
Climate Change

• Telephone and email support

The package will be tailor made to your
school and created and delivered by a
qualified teacher or a trained Environment
Officer.

ESS will work with teaching and non-teaching
support staff including site managers and
liaise with the school’s Contract Manager and
the Waste Operations Service.

ESS will share best practice among schools
and with wider organisations.

Benefits to your school
• Enhances the Curriculum

Eco-Schools helps to deal with real 
in-school issues and delivers 
cross-curricular themes. The programme
ties into virtually all school topics,
encouraging everything from scientific
review through to cultural
understandings and even data analysis

• Links to the Community
The Eco-Schools programme is
designed to involve as many people as
possible, both inside and outside school,
to raise their awareness of environmental
issues and to improve the community
spirit of an area.  Everyone can become
involved in the decision-making of their
local area

• Schools Improvements
By taking part in the Eco-Schools
programme, it is likely your school grounds
will be improved. This can happen in many
ways - whether through less litter being
dropped or even through the building of
raised vegetable growing beds

• Saving Money
Making small changes to how your school
is run can save you large amounts of
money. Schools in the UK spend
approximately £100m on electricity;
£106m on water; £39m on cleaning up
litter and preventing vandalism; £56m on
emptying bins; and £150m on paper and
school stationery every year

• Recognition and Publicity
Involvement in Eco-Schools can raise the
profile of your school locally, regionally,
nationally and even internationally

If a school has 
received a session 

under any of the Slim
Your Bin, Love Where You
Live, Fairtrade or Climate

Change themes and
requests Eco-Schools

support, a discount 
will apply

For more information contact Kirsty Martin on 0151 443 2414 or dns.sustainability@knowsley.gov.uk

for a year’s
support

£600



Cutting carbon,
cutting costs

There is an increasing need for everyone to
become more resource efficient and reduce
carbon emissions.  This will reduce the impact
of climate change and lead to significant
financial savings through reduced energy and
water bills.  

Changing people’s behaviour is a crucial element in any
carbon reduction programme.  According to the Carbon Trust,
an effective behaviour change programme can reduce energy
use by 5%, with a Carbon Champion initiative contributing an
additional 5% reduction.

schools support
package



What we offer
A package of support to help your school
reduce its energy bills and carbon emissions
through behaviour change, and to develop
pupils’ knowledge and understanding around
carbon reduction and the environment.  
This will consist of:

• An initial meeting with the head teacher,
the school’s business manager or site
manager to outline the process followed
by a carbon audit of the site, focussing
on behaviour change measures
two hours

• Provision of an audit report and tailored
Carbon Reduction Plan for the school
including the school’s carbon footprint,
actions and target
two hours

• Provision of signposting to support from
other services such as the availability of
energy monitoring data from the
council’s Asset Management Team

• Provision of promotional materials such
as ‘Switch off’ posters and stickers

• Whole school presentation to launch the
Carbon Reduction Plan  
! hour

• Topic focussed assemblies / workshops
up to ! day per term which includes:
• reducing energy use
• reducing water use
• reducing waste

• Practical advice and support via
telephone and email including
information on any grant aid or other
funding opportunities

The package will be tailor made to your
school and created and delivered by an
Environment Officer.

The council’s Environmental Sustainability
Service (ESS) will work with teaching and
non-teaching support staff including site
managers and liaise with the school’s
Contract Manager, the Waste Operations
Service and Asset Management Service.

ESS will share best practice among schools
and with wider organisations.

Benefits to your school
• Saving Money

Saving energy and fuel also means
saving the money spent on gas,
electricity and fuel bills.  Energy prices
continue to rise due to energy being a
valuable commodity and there is
reduced availability

• Enhances the Curriculum
Activities designed to inspire pupils and
help them become more ‘responsible’
citizens, leading to a more sustainable
lifestyle

Links to the PSHE and Citizenship
programmes of study and the IPC

• School Improvements
By being aware of the factors that affect
energy consumption it is likely that your
school will be improved, often for
nominal cost

If a school has 
received a session 

under any of the Slim
Your Bin, Love Where You
Live, Fairtrade or Climate

Change themes and
requests this programme,

a discount will apply

For more information contact Chris Birtles on 0151 443 2480 or dns.sustainability@knowsley.gov.uk

for a year’s
support

£600

Site carbon 
audit and report

£70



Other services

We have a range of equipment and other
activities that are available to schools for 
one-off or short term school-led projects.

and activities



Waste minimisation and
recycling 
Equipment hire:
• ‘Recyclotheque’ dance mat game

An experiential learning activity that uses
a dance mat game to help pupils learn
about recycling

• Litter picking equipment
Gloves, high-vis vests and litter pickers to
help your school carry out a litter
campaign safely

• Display Wheelie Bins
Specially modified wheelie bins with a
range of everyday items that can be used
to demonstrate how to recycle your
waste at home

• Display Compost Bins
Specially designed compost bin with a
cutaway front so pupils can see what can
be composted and the process

Event planning and support:
• Green Days - bespoke sessions for 

eco-events at schools
• Swap days open to the school and wider

community
• Parent or family group workshops on

waste minimisation, recycling and
composting

• Attendance at school summer fayres or 
celebration events

Green space team 
• Bird and bat box making sessions

(seasonal)
• Bird feeder making sessions (seasonal)
• ‘Out of school’ activities ranging from

bush craft and the John Muir Award
through to specific environmental topics

For more information contact Kirsty Martin on 0151 443 2414 or dns.sustainability@knowsley.gov.uk

Costs

available
on

request



Ecotherapy

• Get back to nature

• Re-discover your senses

• Connect with the natural world

Ecotherapy improves mental and physical
wellbeing by helping people become more
active in the natural environment. It has been
shown that joining activities in parks and
green spaces can boost your mood and self
esteem far more than simply exercising alone. 

Our innovative sessions will enable you to meet new people,
take part in team building activities and offer a unique
opportunity for quiet reflection and contemplation in our
beautiful parks and woodlands.

You can:

sessions



What we offer
• A range of engaging, thought provoking

and relaxing sessions to help you escape
from the routine of every day work, in a
relaxed, friendly environment

• Nature-based activities which include fire
lighting, shelter building, sensory walks
and trust games

• A programme tailored to your specific
business requirements, with a range of
group-based and individual activities

• A professional team, highly experienced in
outdoor education and health initiatives.
Qualifications include BSc (hons)
Countryside Management, Post.dip
Environmental Impact Assessment,
National Examining Board in Supervisory
Management (NEBSM) Tourism and
Leisure, Postgraduate Certificate in
Education (PGCE), Counselling Skills
Level 3, Forest School Leadership

• Well equipped and accessible
Environmental Education Centres for
group sessions:

• Halewood Park, Halewood

• Stadt Moers Park, Whiston

• Mill Dam Park, Kirkby

• Two hour, half day and full day sessions
available

Benefits for participants
• Enhanced cognitive skills 

• Increased self confidence and awareness

• Enhanced emotional intelligence and
interpersonal relationships

• Improved health and well being

• Stress reduction

Benefits to your business
• Staff development

• Improved team dynamics

• Encourage thinking ‘outside the box’ to
tackle tricky problems and identify solutions

• Learn to recognise the value of group
support

• Understand the value of working as a team,
in terms of problem solving and efficiency

• Better understanding and respect for the
natural environment



*  Available Spring to Autumn
†  Full day sessions only

Activities

Bushcraft

Nature art

Mindfulness through nature

Woodland management

Content

• Fire lighting

• Shelter building

• Food foraging (plants)*

• Outdoor cooking †

• Tool use

• Woodland crafts

• Wood carving

• Orienteering

• Willow art and sculpture

• Plant dyes

• Gypsy roses

• Mud sculptures

• Creative use of natural
materials

• Sensory walks

• ‘Still’ hunts

• Colour therapy

• Nature study

• History and folklore walks

• Chill-out session

• Tree identification

• Tree planting

• Woodland thinning

• Habitat creation

• Making homes for wildlife
(bird and bat boxes etc)

• Sustainable resources

Outcomes

• Develop team building
skills

• Build confidence and self
esteem

• Learn new skills

• Raise self-awareness

• Reconnect with nature

• Encourage thinking
‘outside the box’

• Physical activity

• Explore the colour and
texture of the natural world

• Sensory development

• Develop a new interest

• Discover your creative flair

• Feel calmer and more
peaceful

• Connect with the natural
world

• Explore the woodland
environment

• ‘Time out’ from stress and
problems

• Benefit from fresh air in a
pleasant environment

• Take part in an enjoyable
and worthwhile activity

• Develop an interest in
growth and change

• Encourage the release of
endorphins (feel good
hormones)

• Sleep better



Costs
The costs are based on a maximum
of 12 people attending a session;
please contact us for a price for
larger groups.

• £75 for a 2 hour session

• £175 for a half day session

• £350 for a full day session

We can deliver a range of bespoke
offers so please contact us.

Please contact us on 0151 443 2414 or dns.sustainability@knowsley.gov.uk

What’s on your
doorstep?
Knowsley has over 67 green
spaces waiting to be explored.
Its parks, gardens, woodlands,
wetlands and river corridors
provide venues for relaxation,
exercise, play and so much
more.

Many sites also contain cycle
paths which provide a safe,
green and efficient way for
many residents to get to their
place of work.








