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Welcome to the latest edition of

o help you keep safe and well 
  throughout the winter months, 
we’ve put together a special ‘winter 

survival guide’ on pages 14 and 15. It’s full 
of top tips and advice on everything from 
surviving the winter weather to cooking 
your Christmas turkey.

This edition is also packed with lots of 
useful updates and news from around the 
borough, including details of a community 
art project (front cover and page 13) which 
has helped to create some fabulous 
artwork for Kirkby town centre. 

he purpose of the consultation 
was to � nalise a new code 
of practice for councils like 

Knowsley to follow when producing 
resident magazines and newspapers. 

A variety of information is contained within 
the guidance which the government 
hopes will ensure that council publications 
do not work in competition to local 
newspapers, are produced as cost 
eff ectively as possible and do not seek to 
politically infl uence residents. 

From what we know so far, we are confi dent 
that Knowsley News does already comply 
with the government’s new guidelines. For 
example, it is produced no more than four 
times a year, does not follow the style and 
layout of commercial newspapers, and is 
clearly identifi ed as a council publication on 
the front page. We will however, continue to 
keep up-to-date with the development of 
this new guidance. 

From research carried out, we already know 
that many residents fi nd the information 

contained in this magazine to be of great 
benefi t and as a result, the council is 
committed to ensuring the future quality 
and content of the magazine is maintained. 

In addition, there’s a round-up of the 
eighth annual Business Awards, which 
recognised and rewarded local businesses 
who continue to thrive despite the diffi  cult 
economic conditions. 

You will also fi nd an update on pages 2 
and 3 on our own work to address the 
challenging budget pressures we are facing. 

I really hope you enjoy reading the 
magazine, which this time around we have 
refreshed slightly with some new imagery 
and graphics. We hope you like it!

May I wish you and your families a 
merry Christmas and a prosperous, 
happy and healthy 2011.T

T

     With winter well underway and Christmas almost 
here, there are plenty of things to think about during 
the festive season. 

The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
has recently carried out a consultation regarding the future of 
local authority publications, like Knowsley News. 

“

”

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

The future of 
Knowsley News

 www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Your views
If you have any comments please 
contact the editor, Steve Roberts.

Knowsley News
Chief Executive’s Directorate
Knowsley Council
Huyton Municipal Buildings
Archway Road
Huyton, L36 9YU

telephone: 443 3066
email: 
knowsleynews@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley News is also available 
in other formats including Braille, 
large print and audio tape. If you are 
registered blind or visually impaired 
you should receive an audio tape 
version of the magazine. Ring 
customer services on 443 4031

or email:
customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk
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1. Which of the service areas below are most important to you? 
Please give each service a mark out of 10. With 0 being ‘not at 
all important to you’ and 10 being ‘very important to you’

Community safety (e.g. policing, neighbourhood watch)

Leisure and culture (e.g. libraries, museums, activities)

Children’s services and education (e.g. schools, 
after-school activities)

Environment and waste (e.g. bin collection and recycling, 
open spaces, cleanliness)

Housing and homelessness (e.g. house building, 
maintenance and rent collection)

Roads, planning and economy (e.g. highway maintenance, 
street lighting, building developments, new businesses)

Adult social care (e.g. support for people to be 
independent at home) 

Health (e.g. services supporting GPs, Walk in centres 
and hospitals)

2. The new government is trying to encourage more people 
to become involved in their local community. Have you heard 
about their ideas?

Yes          No

3. Thinking about community involvement, to what extent do 
you agree with the following statements?

“People should be more involved in the community over the 
next few years” (tick one box only)

Strongly agree 

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree

Strongly disagree

“People will be more involved in the community over the next 
few years” (tick one box only)

Strongly agree 

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree 

Disagree

Strongly disagree

4. Which, if any of the areas below do you think people in 
the community should take more responsibility for or get 
involved with? (Tick all that apply)

Community safety (e.g. policing communities, 
neighbourhood watch)

Leisure and culture (e.g. libraries, museums, activities)

Children’s services and education 
(e.g. schools, Sure Start, after-school activities)

Environment and waste (e.g. waste, open spaces, cleanliness)

Housing and homelessness (e.g. house building, 
maintenance and rent collection)

Roads, planning and economy (e.g. highway maintenance, 
street lighting, building developments, new business 
start up’s)

Adult social care (e.g. support for people to be 
independent at home) 

Health (e.g. support services for GPs and hospitals)

5. Do you have any ideas about what you or your community 
could do to support the council in making the budget savings 
it needs to? 

About you (optional)

Name

Address

✁Please post your comments back to us at: 
FREEPOST RLYC-ZXTC-UYLY, Change & Transformation team, KMBC/DRN/ESI, 

1st Floor Yorkon Building, Archway Road, Huyton L36 9FB

Your views
As a resident of Knowsley, your council tax goes towards helping us provide local public services across the borough. 
As our support from government reduces, we face diffi  cult fi nancial challenges ahead and a signifi cant budget 
shortfall to address in the next fi nancial year.  
As we work to tackle these issues, we would like your views on which services and support matter most to you and 
what role you and your community could play in supporting our work. 

Knowsley News
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ince the last budget update in this magazine you will all have seen 
and heard a great deal about the government’s plans to reduce public 
spending signifi cantly in order to tackle the national debt. There have 
been lots of headlines and speculation about what might or might not 

happen in the future and what these cuts will mean for people throughout the 
UK.  What we do know is that the plans to cut the national debt are having an 
impact all over the country and Knowsley will not escape this.

Whilst the announcements made by the government in recent months do give 
us more information regarding the extent of the planned cuts, there is a great 
deal of detail still to be released before we can properly assess the impact in this 
area. Particularly, at the time this magazine went to print, we were still awaiting 
con� rmation regarding how much grant we will receive from the government 
towards next year’s council budget.

Although we still don’t have the detail, we do already know that it is likely that we 
will need to � nding savings of up to £30 million in the next � nancial year. 
We continue to make progress with this and have already identi� ed approximately 
£10 million worth of savings and e�  ciencies from across the organisation without 
having a severe impact on frontline council services.

Finding another £20 million will be an even tougher job, and it is going to be 
impossible to make that amount of savings without some impact on how the 
council delivers services across the borough.  Similarly, there will be an impact on 
our workforce as we are going to have to reduce the number of jobs at the council, 
which we are doing everything we can to achieve through early retirement and 
voluntary redundancy.

We will continue to provide 
updates on this work and important 
information about services and 
support through this magazine, in 
the media and on our website. 

Finding out what you think
In recent months we have been asking our staff  and residents for their 
views. Most recently we have been out and about across the borough 
asking residents to tell us about their priorities for the future and to give 
us their feedback on how they and their communities might be able to 
support our work.

If you haven’t already done so, why not take the time to share your views on 
the opposite page. You can freepost your comments back to us.

S “

”

        We have had to respond 
quickly and decisively to the 
tough challenges arising from 
the government cuts to our 
funding. The progress made 
to date would not have been 
possible without the ongoing 
commitment and support 
from elected members and 
offi  cers of the council who are 
continuing work to protect 
services and support for 
people living in Knowsley. 

It hasn’t been easy to identify 
the savings to date 

but there will be 
even tougher 
decisions ahead 
as we move 
forward with this 

work and 
face these 
challenges 
head on.

Budget update
Cllr Ron Round, Leader of Knowsley 
Council, commented, 



Knowsley residents were recognised 
for their contribution to and impact 
on sports and physical activity at 
Knowsley’s Sports and Physical 
Activity Awards.

A deserving winner of the evening was 
Anne Gilhooley (left) from Stockbridge 
Village who took home the award 

for Adult Achiever of the Year. Anne 
won the award for her tremendous 
motivation to turn her life around 
and become a suitable kidney 
donor for a close friend in need of 

a transplant. The operation was 
a huge success and Anne has 

selfl essly helped to save her 
friend’s life. The awards were 
established to celebrate 
individuals throughout the 
borough who inspire other 

Local sports stars celebrated at 
awards ceremony

Knowsley News

 he Good Neighbour pledges  
 were introduced by the Knowsley  
 Partnership - a group of 
public, private and voluntary sector 
organisations who work together to 
improve the quality of life in Knowsley.

This latest initiative is part of the 
partnership’s Good Neighbour campaign, 
which aims to help neighbours get to 
know one another, respect each other and 
get on well together.

The pledges could be big or small, but 
aimed to encourage everyone to do a 
good deed to help make the borough a 
better place to live.

A variety of pledges were received, ranging 
from looking after gardens on the estate or 
helping out at the over 50’s club, to picking 
up shopping for elderly neighbours or
cooking a meal once a week for a neighbour.  

Good Neighbours in Knowsley
Just over 4,000 residents have pledged to make their neighbourhood a better place. 

As a result, 4,000 little things will now help 
to improve local neighbourhoods and 
people’s lives.

In addition to the pledges, over 300 
nominations were received for the Good 
Neighbours Awards.  

Good neighbours get to know each other in Prescot

Residents were encouraged to pay tribute 
to someone special whose kindness has 
made a real diff erence to their life or that 
of another neighbour.  Further details 
regarding the winners will be published in 
the next edition of Knowsley News.

T

residents to achieve great things in the 
fi eld of health and wellbeing. This year’s 
trophies were handed out by familiar 
faces including athlete Diane Modhal 
and former St Helens and Great Britain 
rugby league captain, Paul Sculthorpe. 

Eleven other Knowsley residents were 
also recognised for their work including 
Alex Miller (Junior Active Achiever of 
the Year), Chris Davies (Coach of the 
Year) and Joe McGuiness (Lifetime 
Achievement Award).

For more information about the awards 
contact the Sports Development 
Team on 
443 2208.

PANTONE 376 PANTONE 294

04     www.knowsley.gov.uk



What’s hot

Knowsley has teamed up with 22 
other local authorities in the North 
West for a campaign to recruit
foster carers.

Fostering provides family life for 
children who cannot live with 
their own family. Unlike adoption, 
fostering is a temporary situation 
for many children. Reasons why 
children need temporary care may 
be because their parents are ill, have 
family problems or the child may be 
abused or neglected. 

The aim of the campaign is to recruit 
150 new foster carers across the 
region by June 2011. 

If you are thinking about becoming 
an adoptive or foster parent, please 
give the Knowsley team a call on 
443 3958 or visit Knowsley Council’s 
website and search for fostering. 
You can also visit 
www.youcanfoster.org

The fi rst jobs fair earlier in the year was 
a great success, making a real diff erence 
to many young people in Knowsley. We 
wanted the second event to do the same 
and help even more get into work.

Employers were there on the day to meet 
prospective employees and carry out 
interviews. Job Centre Plus, Knowsley 
Community College and Connexions also 
off ered support and guidance on training, 
education, self employment and much more. 

Over 600 people came along and by the end 
of the day more than 100 had secured a job. 
In the coming weeks we hope hundreds 
more will be in employment or training.  

Every 10 years, a census is carried 
out to learn more about the people 
who live in England and Wales. 
The next one is on 27 March 2011, 
when every household will receive 
a questionnaire in the post.

Completion of the census is a legal 
requirement. You can complete it 
online or by post.

It will ask all kinds 
of questions about 
households, work, 
nationality, and more - which 
will help paint a true picture of 
today’s society and identify 
the services people need in 
their neighbourhoods.  

The government uses the 
information to decide how 
much money to give to 
local councils to provide 
services, so it’s important 
you complete and return 
the forms.

To fi nd out more, visit 
www.census.gov.uk

Do you want 
to be a foster 
parent?

Hundreds of jobs for 
Knowsley’s young 
people

2011 Census
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The Backing Young Knowsley campaign has once again helped 
hundreds of young people into work or training opportunities. 

A Knowsley apprentice at work



Regular school attendance has many 
benefi ts, including good exam grades and 

improved career prospects, but for one lucky 
pupil in Huyton, it has resulted 

in a new bike!

Ryan Davies, aged 10, from 
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 
in Huyton, was entered into a prize 
draw for 100% school attendance.
 
Ryan was presented with his bike, 
donated by Nonstop Bikes in Childwall, 
by head teacher Charlie Newstead (left).

Cllr Graham Wright, Knowsley Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Children and Family 
Services, commented, 

“I would like to congratulate Ryan and 
all the other young people who have 
shown their commitment by not missing 
one single day of school.  Every lesson 
really does count and I am sure these 
young people will reap the rewards of 
their outstanding attendance.”

Ryan added, 

The council’s ‘Give School Attendance 
100%’ campaign informs pupils and their 
parents that being absent from school 
for reasons such as oversleeping, visiting 
a relative or staying o�  due to birthdays 
is unacceptable and will be recorded as 
unauthorised.

“
”

        I use my bike to get to school 
and to go home.  Attending school 
is important to me because if you 
don’t come in every day you’ll miss 
things and not learn as much.

06     www.knowsley.gov.uk

New services You can now access a range of new services through our 
One Stop Shops, contact centre and register offi  ce

  he teams now handle queries about free school 
meals, replacement bins, pest control, removal of 
bulky items and dog warden enquiries, which were 

all previously dealt with separately.

A host of brand new services are also being o� ered, with 
residents able to book MOTs and arrange home-to-school 
transport through the contact centre and One Stop Shops.

The register o�  ce o� ers a new express copy certi� cate service.

Cllr Ken Keith, Knowsley Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Corporate and Customer Services, said,T
“

”

        We are committed to providing you with an 
excellent level of service and I’m delighted you can 
now do even more through our One Stop Shops, 
contact centre and register offi  ce.  We are receiving 
outstanding feedback from our customers, with
100% satisfaction rate this year.

Knowsley News
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....@ the Civic Suites
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Big Baboon Comedy Club 
comes to Knowsley

Tickets are available from the Huyton 
Suite, Civic Way, Poplar Walk, Huyton 
L36 9GD, by calling 443 3762 or 
online at  www.wegottickets.com

Look out in the next edition of Knowsley 
News for details of the Big Baboon 
Comedy Club at the Kirkby Suite.

Brendan Riley

”
The Big Baboon Comedy Club’s 
opening night boasts one of the 
best line-ups of comics on the 
circuit. 

The headline act 
is Mitch Benn, 
a regular writer 
and performer 
on Radio 4’s 
The Now Show 
and Radio 2’s 
It’s Been a Bad 
Week. Mitch 
also has his 
own Radio 4 

series and is a familiar face from 
BBC1’s The One Show as the writer 
and arranger of The Complaints Choir. 

Keep up-to-date 
with what’s happening through the new 
suites website

You can now � nd details of events, 
what’s on the Bistro menu and how to 
hire the suites for your wedding, party 
or corporate event online at 
www.knowsley.gov.uk/suites

Shape up for the party season 
at the new Latin-style dance 
and exercise classes at the 
Huyton Suite. 

Salsacise at 5.30pm is a kind of Latin 
line-dancing where you move to irresistible salsa 
rhythms – you’re so busy having fun you won’t 
notice the pounds dropping off . 

Beginners Ballroom and Latin dance is at 6.45pm 
and a Salsa class suitable for all levels is from 
8pm to 10pm. For more information go to 
www.knowsley.gov.uk/suites or call 443 3761. 

Tea for
two

The Bistro at the Huyton Suite is now 
serving afternoon tea from 2.30pm 
to 4.30pm, Monday to Friday. 

Christmas shoppers can recharge their 
batteries with tempting treats such as 
scones, banana bread and sandwiches. 
Or why not sample a pot of Fairtrade tea 
and a fresh cream cake for £1.85?
There are also a full range of Italian-style 
Fairtrade coff ees including caff e latte with 
hazelnut, chocolate, caramel or vanilla 
shots for £1.60. 

Tuesday 
nights are 
Latin nights

”

The headline act 
is Mitch Benn, 
a regular writer 
and performer 
on Radio 4’s 
The Now Show 
and Radio 2’s 
It’s Been a Bad 
Week. Mitch 
also has his 
own Radio 4 

series and is a familiar face from 

Compere for the evening:
Trevor Lock 
“Strangely charming and absolutely 
entertaining”  
- The Independent

Keeping the laughs � owing:
Brendan Riley 
“Irreverent, inventive and most 
importantly hilarious”
- Liverpool Daily Post 

....and the up and coming: 
Kevin Hampson 
Rawhide Raw winner 2009

Tickets cost £15 and include a hotpot 
served from 7.15pm to 8pm (doors open 
at 7pm), and the show starts at 8.30pm. 

A monthly comedy club for Knowsley is being launched at 
the Huyton Suite on Friday 28 January. 

Mitch Benn
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The 10-year-olds from Kirkby C of E 
Primary School were at Kirkby Civic 
Suite during the four-day Hindu 
festival of Durga Puja, organised by 
the Merseyside Bengali Association. 

The youngsters learned about the 
goddess Durga then joined worshippers 

preparing fruit for o� erings, tried out 
their skills on the traditional Dhak 
drums and even lent a hand in the 
kitchens, where Indian chefs were 
preparing a spicy feast. 

Knowsley Council Leader, Ron Round, 
said, “The borough has a great history 

of welcoming people from di� erent 
backgrounds, and this was a tremendous 
opportunity to learn about the culture of 
the Bengali community.”  

St Mary’s Church 
in Knowsley 
Village has been 
given special 
status by English 
Heritage.

The church has been re-graded as a 
Grade II * listed building because of its 
national importance as a historic 
asset. Impressive features of the church 
include a vaulted tower base and 
wooden vault in the Derby Chapel.

The church was built between 1843 
and 1844 and is linked to the Stanley 
Family – the Earls of Derby who lived 
at Knowsley Hall. 

A wealth of information about your 
community can now be found on the 
Knowsley Council website.

A new section of the site called ‘Your 
Neighbourhood’ has been launched 
to provide a wide range of useful 
information about local communities 
across the borough.

As well as details of local residents 
groups and associations, community 
centres and alleygate schemes, the site 
includes dedicated pages for the six 
neighbourhood management teams. 

Each of these pages provides an 
overview of the local area and 
information about local councillors, 
community safety information and a 
‘what’s on in your local area’ section.

Knowsley Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Neighbourhood Delivery, Cllr Graham 
Morgan, said, “This section on the website 
will make it much easier for residents to 
� nd so much useful information about 
their local communities.”

Visit www.knowsley.gov.uk/residents/
your-neighbourhood

In your neighbourhood Historic church 
makes the grade

Jessica McLoughlin 

helps prepare the fruit 

of welcoming people from di� erent 

helps prepare the fruit 

L-R: Rishi Banergee, Heather Fitzpatrick and 
Isabella McKenna help prepare the curry dish

A taste of India
Knowsley News

Kirkby children 
had a taste of India 
when they visited 
one of Europe’s 
biggest 
Bengali 
festivals.



What’s hot

Prescot 
consultation event

Prescot boasts a number of parks, 
open spaces and Play Path� nder 
areas.  Further developments and 
investments are planned over the 
next few years.  If you’d like to get 
involved in supporting and 
developing the parks and open 
spaces in your area, call the green 
spaces team on 443 3682. 

Elizabethan 
FayreKnowsley Park Centre for Learning was 

opened just over a year ago, and has 
been awarded with the prestigious 
International School Award (ISA) in 
recognition of the international links that 
are planned throughout the curriculum. 

Pupils have benefi ted from state-of-
the-art learning environments and 
a modern curriculum. In addition, 
the centre boasts excellent leisure 
facilities that are available for the whole 
community to enjoy. To fi nd out how 
to make the most of these community 
facilities, call 443 2700.

A year on....

Prescot town centre hosted the popular local producers’ market in 
October and the Winter Food Celebration and market earlier this month. 
More are planned – once con� rmed, dates will be posted on our website.

Local producers’ market

Thanks to everyone who attended 
the consultation event in October 
and for the comments you 
provided for us to consider. 

A summary of the � ndings from 
the consultation are available on 
the Knowsley Council website.

We have arranged 
a number of  
‘heritage walks’ 
around Prescot 
town centre, 
discovering 
  the unique 

heritage that’s on our doorstep. 

Prescot will also host a ‘Sister Stones’ 
event.  Key words and phrases 
representing local history through the 
eyes of local people will be etched onto 
commemorative stone monuments 
(like the one pictured above). 

Local heritage
We have arranged 
a number of  
‘heritage walks’ 
around Prescot 
town centre, 

  the unique 

 heritage

The third annual 
Elizabethan fayre took 
place in the town centre 
earlier this year.  
Residents and visitors were 
treated to a wide range of crafts, 
street entertainment, musical & 
theatre performances, tours of 
the parish church and a wide 
range of local produce.

A year on....

Celebrating Prescot

Get involved with 
Prescot’s green 
spaces

09
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Expert technicians work in extreme 
conditions with trained abseilers, 
handling di�  cult heights and 
access problems.

Directors, Brad Hickman and Phil Turner, 
received support and funding from 
Knowsley Council’s Fresh Start project 
and ELECT to help them successfully bid 
for a NWDA small business loan fund.

Brad and Phil said,

Their company now employs eight 
people including three local people 
from Kirkby.

You can contact Fresh Start 
on 477 4000 or visit 
www.myfreshstart.co.uk

You can email Windtex on 
info@windtex.co.uk or visit 
www.windtex.co.uk

Attila Olah works for Merseyside’s Glacier 
Art making ice sculptures for events and 
bars. He describes his apprenticeship as 
“the greatest achievement of my life”.

Jaguar Land Rover 
trainees
New recruits have started work at 
Jaguar Land Rover in Halewood.

120 trainees will join production teams, 
gaining invaluable experience of 
manufacturing processes and working 
towards an NVQ Level 2 quali� cation in 
Manufacturing Processes.

When the six-month programme is 
completed, the trainees will potentially 
secure longer term employment.

The placements were created with funding 
through the Future Jobs Fund. 

Cllr Dave Lonergan, Knowsley Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Regeneration, 
Economy and Skills, said, “Only with the 
support and funding of the Future Jobs 
Fund has it been possible to get so many 
people into work with such a prestigious 
organisation like Jaguar Land Rover. 
The Jaguar programme will provide 120 
people with an opportunity that might 
otherwise have passed them by.”

See the area pages for the neighbourhood 
improvement work the trainees carried out. 

Attila Olah works for Merseyside’s Glacier 
Art making ice sculptures for events and 
bars. He describes his apprenticeship as 
“the greatest achievement of my life”.

“
”

        It’s been an exciting year for Windtex. We’ve invested our expertise, 
hard work and hard cash in our company and things are going really 
well. The help and support we’ve received has been crucial in paving 
the way to a successful future for ourselves and our employees.

Windtex blows away the 
competition

Cool job for creative Attila
A trainee ice sculptor is one of 100 recruits in this year’s 
Knowsley Apprentice programme.

Kirkby based Windtex Limited service and maintain wind 
turbines in the UK and overseas.

Phil Turner and Brad Hickman

Brad carrying out maintenance work

Cllr Lonergan congratulates 
Attila on his apprenticeship.

Knowsley News

“

”

             I’ve always wanted to be 
involved in the creative industry,  
said Attila.

I’ve looked for opportunities that 
relate to this and I’m delighted to 
get this post.

I’m extremely grateful to everyone 
who has made this possible.

“

”

             It’s great to see what 
apprenticeships can do for these 
young people.

Attila is just one of the many 
young people who have proven 
themselves to be hungry for work 
and new opportunities, and it’s 
great to be able to help them.

Cllr Dave Lonergan, Knowsley 
Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Regeneration, Economy and Skills, 
commented,



Business in Knowsley
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Celebrating Knowsley’s 
business talent
The most enterprising, innovative and socially responsible businesses 
were rewarded at this year’s glittering Knowsley Business Awards. 

The awards recognise the many businesses 
and individuals in the borough who have 
enjoyed success and made a contribution to 
the local economy. 

This year’s big winner was Jaguar Land 
Rover, who picked up the award for 
Knowsley Business of the Year and 
Investment Business of the Year. The 
company was praised for its commitment 
to Knowsley, including the recent 
multi-million pound investment in the 
Halewood plant, creating 1,000 jobs and 
securing the future of thousands more in 
Knowsley and the wider City Region.

Sheena Ramsey, Chief Executive of Knowsley 
Council, said, “These awards have been 
recognising outstanding business talent 
in Knowsley for the past eight years. 
The winners should be proud of their 
achievements, as the last year has continued 
to be economically challenging.”

2010 Winners
CATEGORY WINNER

Apprentice of the Year  Helen Gillbanks, Vertex

SME of the Year  Cybertill

Best Contribution to the Environment   DHL Knowsley

New Business of the Year Chill Out Spa & Beauty Ltd

Visitor Economy Business of the Year  Acorn Farm

Excellence in Customer Service Alison Storer 
  National Wildfl ower Centre

Corporate Social Responsibility Award  Knowsley Housing Trust 
  and QVC

Investment Business of the Year Jaguar Land Rover

Exporter of the Year ColorMatrix Europe Ltd

Knowsley Business of the Year Jaguar Land Rover

QVC and KHT who both won the award for Corporate Social Responsibility

Jaguar Land Rover receiving their award

Helen Gillbanks – Apprentice of the Year

Thanks also go to the sponsors of the awards, who included:

Connexions, Arup, Train 2000, National Museums Liverpool, Creative Training, 
Morgan Sindall, The Mersey Partnership, Getrag Ford and 

this year’s main sponsor Knowsley Chamber. 
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Building a future
Residents of Stockbridge Village will be seeing for 

themselves the fantastic progress that is being made 
to redevelop their village centre

Work has been ongoing on site for 
some months but most recently the 
main buildings themselves are 
beginning to take shape. The steel 
frame is soon to be in place for the 
new primary school, children’s centre 
and family centre.

Contributing to the progress on site are 
six local youngsters who have secured 
apprenticeships with the construction 
contractors, Morgan Sindall. The six young 
people, who are all from the local area, 
are working directly on the construction 
of the new village centre. 

Cllr Dave Lonergan, Knowsley Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Regeneration, 
Economy and Skills, commented,

Exciting plans to develop a new, 
modern shopping centre for 
Halewood have been approved by 
the council.

Cllr Dave Lonergan, Knowsley’s Cabinet 
Member for Regeneration, Economy 
and Skills, said, 

              It’s fantastic news that this 
scheme has now been given the 
formal go ahead. A thriving shopping 
centre is crucial to the regeneration 
of Halewood.

Local residents told us that they 
wanted an Aldi store so it’s great that 
this will be delivered. The developers 
have also had a lot of interest from 
national and local traders who want 
to be part of the new centre, which 
will create a vibrant shopping district 
for the Halewood community.

The plans from Neptune Developments 
centre on a 17,000 sq ft Aldi 
supermarket. They also include space 
for additional shop units, made up of 
larger units totalling around 20,000 
sq ft and smaller units totalling around 
8,000 sq ft. The scheme will also include 
a new bus interchange, car parking and 
potentially a new pub/restaurant.

The demolition programme is 
continuing and work has already 
begun to clear the old Raven Court 
Shopping Centre and prepare the site 
for redevelopment. Building work is 
expected to begin in the New Year. 

“

“

”

”
         It is great to see such progress 
being made on site and the new 
facilities beginning to take shape. 
It is even more encouraging when 
you know that local young people are 
playing such a hands-on role in the 
creation of these new facilities and 
in the process - securing valuable 
employment opportunities.

(L - R)  Cllr Dave Lonergan; Barry Roberts, Area Director for Morgan Sindall; Dale Milburn, 
Service Director for Economy and Employment in Knowsley; with apprentices Robin Fielding, 
Adrian Christian, Thomas Beetham and Lewis Jones.

Raven Court new 
shopping centre

Knowsley News



As plans to redevelop Kirkby await formal determination by the council’s
planning committee, the community’s hopes for the future have been
brought to life by a town centre art project. 

A number of workshops were held earlier
in the year involving local people of all
ages. They were asked to imagine what
they would like from a new town centre
and what words and images summed up
their feelings about Kirkby. 

Working with trained artists, the community’s
words and images were then recreated onto
a series of eye-catching art panels which
have been affixed to the hoardings
surrounding the former Kirkby swimming
baths, which is being demolished.

Eleven-year-old Sophie Fairfield from Tower
Hill Youth Group was just one of the people
who took part. She said, 

It’s been boss! I’ve been an artist for 
the morning, making lots of drawings
and words which everybody will see. 

Local people turn out
to have their say

ore than 1,000 people who
live and work in Kirkby turned
out to share their views on

new plans to redevelop their town
centre. The planning consultation,
which ran for four days in St.Chad’s
Parade, gave the community an
opportunity to find out more about
the new proposals, ask any questions
they had, and importantly, share their
views on the outline planning
application. 

All the written comments made have
been recorded and passed to the
planning officers who have been
looking in detail at the application. 

Considering all the information
provided, they will prepare a formal
report making recommendations to 
the planning committee.  At the time 
of this magazine going to print, no 
date has yet been set for a committee to
determine this application. 

Regenerate Knowsley

at the heart of a NEW Kirkby

Nancie Price from Collage Marketing
with the Tower Hill Youth Group
taking part in the art project. 

Illustrative view of link toNewtown Gardens

M

“I’ll be really proud
seeing it and so will my
mum and my family.”

13

Eleven-year-old Sophie Fairfield from 
Tower Hill Youth group with her artwork. 

“
”
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Don’t let your Christmas 
celebrations be ruined by 
food poisoning.

Follow these simple tips to 
reduce the risks to you and 
your loved ones:

Preparation

Make sure frozen poultry is thoroughly 
thawed before cooking.
 
Always wash your hands with warm 
water and soap after handling raw 
poultry. Make sure chopping boards, 
work tops and utensils are 
thoroughly cleaned.

Cooking

Add extra cooking time if the turkey 
is cooked with stu�  ng inside.

As a general guide, cook the turkey 
in an oven preheated to 180ºC 
(350ºF, Gas Mark 4).

Tip : 
To check the turkey is cooked, 
insert a skewer into a thigh and 
make sure the juices run clear. 

Tip 

Leftovers
Allow leftover meat to cool completely as quickly as possible. Put it in the fridge and use within three days.

Eating out
If you’re eating out in Knowsley over the festive season, don’t forget you can check the standard of food hygiene.

Visit www.knowsley.gov.uk/scoresonthedoors to see how         your local food 
 retailer fares.

Christmas can be an expensive 
time and it is important to watch 
what we spend. But help is at hand 
if you do fi nd yourself falling into 
debt this Christmas.

Knowsley Council, 
Knowsley Housing 
Trust and the Knowsley 
Citizens Advice Bureau 
provide trained debt advisors at 
each of our One Stop Shops for drop-in 
sessions, scheduled appointments and 
home visits.

Book your appointment by calling
477 6004.

in an oven preheated to 180ºC 

provide trained debt advisors at 

Careful cooking

Handling 
Christmas cash 
problems



Winter survival guide

15

Our  top tips for using 
taxis safely over Christmas 
and New Year are:

j   Check for a licence plate at the 
rear of the vehicle, which shows a 
vehicle licence number, registration 
number and expiry date 

j   All drivers should be wearing 
an ID badge showing their 
photograph, with another on 
display inside the vehicle 

j   In black cabs, an illuminated sign 
should be on display showing the 
vehicle licence number 

j   If you � ag down a private hire 
vehicle on the street, you are not 
insured if you are involved in an 
accident

j   Private hire vehicles should 
display door signs showing 
details of the company 

Knowsley Council provide 
a winter gritting and snow 
clearance service throughout 
the winter months, 
concentrated on primary 
routes which account for 
half of Knowsley’s roads.

We have extended the number of 
routes covered this year to keep 
major bus routes open.

Knowsley Warm Streets and 
the Warm Front schemes 
o� er free loft and cavity wall 
insulation and help with 
installing central heating. 

For more information call 
489 6000 or visit Knowsley 
Council’s website. 

j  Only boil the amount of water 

you need in the kettle

j   Wear several light layers of 

clothing, rather than one 

thick layer

j   Hang thick curtains and 

close them at night

j    Turn o�  appliances when 

not in use

Tips:

vehicle on the street, you are not 

j   Every black cab must display 
a fare sheet 

j   Private hire companies set their 
own fares and residents are 
advised to agree a price with 
the driver before the journey

15

Here are a few helpful 
hints  to keep you safe, 
warm and on the move:

j   Listen to local radio 
for weather forecasts 
and tra�  c updates

j   Develop a network of ‘snow 
friends’ to check on each 
other’s welfare

j   Stock up on non-perishable food 
items such as tinned and packet foods 

j    Dress in warm clothing, put a shovel 
in the boot of the car, and if you are 
going on a long journey, take a � ask 
of warm drink and some food

How to save fuel AND stay warm this winter

Severe winter 
weather

Safe 
Travel

j   Check hot water cylinder 
isn’t set above 60°C

j   Wash clothes at 30°C
j   Fit energy saving bulbs
j   Turn down radiators in rooms 

not being used



16     www.knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley builds on plans 
for new primary schools
Knowsley Council’s plans to build fi ve new primary 
schools are on target.

Northwood
Opening in April 2011, the Northwood 
Community Primary School project 
will see the development of a new, 
two form entry, 420 place primary 
school which will include:

•    52 place nursery

•    40 place designated special 
provision

•    Children’s centre with childcare 
provision 

•    Outreach team to support and 
work with the primary schools 
across Kirkby.

Overdale and Simonswood 
primary schools will amalgamate, 
incorporating the specialist services of 
the Northern Primary Support Centre. 

The school will be located on 
Roughwood Drive, close to All 
Saints Catholic Centre for Learning. 

North Huyton
Plans are in place to build a new Catholic 
and Church of England two form entry 
primary school in North Huyton. This will 
have 420 places with a part-time nursery 
for 52 children. 

Due to open in April 2011, the school will 
replace St Dominic’s RC Infant and Junior 
schools and will be built next to Christ the 
King Centre for Learning. 

Stockbridge Village
Work to construct a new one form 
entry primary school in Stockbridge 
Village is now underway. The new 210 
place school will be integrated with 
children’s centre and family centre and 
be completed by September 2011. 

Pupils from Nine Tree Community 
Primary School and Brookside 
Community Primary School will 
amalgamate. 

North Huyton
Plans are in place to build a new Catholic 
and Church of England two form entry 
primary school in North Huyton. This will 
have 420 places with a part-time nursery 
for 52 children. 

Due to open in April 2011, the school will 
replace St Dominic’s RC Infant and Junior 
schools and will be built next to Christ the 
King Centre for Learning. 

Springfi eld and the Elms special school
A new 185 place facility for children with profound and complex needs will be developed 
on the site of Kirkby Sports College Centre for Learning. Knowsley has been working with 
both schools to develop a state-of-the-art learning environment, a new curriculum, ICT 
provision and extended & integrated services provision. The new school is due to open in 
September 2012.

Park Brow
We are also planning to build a 
new Park Brow Primary School on 
Broad Lane in Kirkby, which is due 
to open in September 2011.

The two form entry, 420 place primary 
school will also have a nursery for 52 
children. 

Halewood
We are proposing to close Knowsley 
Southern Primary Support Centre 
and to transfer pupils to the new 
designated special provision which 
will be created within the new build 
Greengates Community Primary 
School.

The one form entry, 210 place 
primary school, will be located next to 
Halewood Centre for Learning and is 
due to open in September 2011.

Knowsley News



Young people
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Interested in dance 
or drama? 
Come and get involved in new and exciting, weird 
and wonderful projects! Everyone is welcome, even if 
you’re new to drama and dance. 

We have fantastic children’s theatres, youth theatres 
and street dance groups across the borough for 
8 to 24 year olds. If you are interested, please get in 
touch with Knowsley Arts and Heritage Service on 
443 5619 or email leanne.jones@knowsley.gov.uk 

Count Us In is a way 
of collecting and 
storing information 
about children 
and young people 
(ages 0 to 19 
years) who are 
disabled or have 
special needs, so 
that services can 
plan for them. 

The � rst 100 parents 
who complete a 
form will be entered 
into a draw to win 
a weekend trip to 
stay in a caravan at 
Presthaven Sands, 
North Wales!

Please visit Knowsley Council’s website to � ll in a form 
online. Alternatively, you can call 443 3247 for a form to 
be posted to you.

I’d like to help others, maybe do some volunteering, 
but I’m not sure what’s available? If there was a 
range of things, I could choose what I liked. 

It would be amazing if we 
had all of these things! 

I also think that 
having someone 
to talk to about 
being healthy 
and advice on 
jobs would be 
really good.It would be amazing if we 

had all of these things! 

I’d love to learn and practice some 
new dance moves, so a studio or hall 
would be great. A skate park would 
be incredible to have in the area.

It would be fabulous to have a cool place in Knowsley 
to go with my friends – somewhere funky with a café 
and nice chairs where we can just chill out.

Count Us In campaign

Well guess 
what... it’s coming!
Work has started on 
the OurPlace youth facility 
on Longview Drive in 
Huyton, designed by young 
people for young people.

It includes the spaces and services you wanted – IT, music 
and arts spaces, advice and wellbeing services, volunteering 
opportunities, all available together in a welcoming and 
exciting new building. There is also an outdoor multi-use 
games area and BMX and skateboarding facilities.

Aged 13 to19 and want to know more? 
Contact Jenna and the 
OurPlace team on 443 5351.

What’s on your wish list 
as a young person in 
Knowsley?



Knowsley News

nowsley Council’s Standards 
Committee is working on your
behalf to promote and maintain high

standards of conduct amongst the borough’s
elected and co-opted members. 

It ensures members follow a Code of Conduct
which sets out rules governing the behaviour
of members of local authorities, including
parish and town councils.

The Standards Committee organises training
on the Code of Conduct and considers
complaints against members who are alleged
to have failed to uphold standards of behaviour. 

The committee also has a responsibility to tell
you about the work it does.
Further information is available through
the council’s website.

Have your say 
on the future of
Knowsley

nowsley Council is making
good progress preparing
the borough’s Local

Development Framework (LDF).
This is an important plan for
Knowsley that will guide the
development of new homes, jobs,
leisure & shopping facilities and
transport across the borough. 

We are currently working on the
next stage of the plan, known as the
Core Strategy, considering comments
we have already received and new
research and evidence. 

This next stage will be made
available in early 2011 for
consultation. Look out for details on
how to get involved and have your
say in future editions of 
Knowsley News and online. 

K

K

The Economic Development and
Environment Scrutiny Committee
has completed an in-depth review
to help improve the response to
severe weather.

The Children, Young People and
Families Scrutiny Committee is
reviewing the effectiveness of
intervention during the early years
of a child’s development. 

A review of how people with
disabilities can enter employment is
being carried out by the Health and
Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee.

The Safer, Stronger Communities
Scrutiny Committee has been
reviewing police stop and search
powers and their impact on
communities.

We are also developing a document
called “Design Quality in New
Development” which will also be
made available for consultation. 

This will be an important
opportunity to share your views
about the type and design of new
developments and buildings you
would like to see in Knowsley. 

You can view all related documents
and studies, track progress and 
review comments received at 
previous consultations at
www.knowsley.gov.uk/ldf
or call the LDF team on 443 2326. 

Scrutiny update

We’re serious about...
standards

The council’s Scrutiny Committees
have been working on their key
priorities to deliver real benefits 
to our residents and communities.

18 www.knowsley.gov.uk
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In focus

A new hard-hitting message is
warning Knowsley’s dog owners to...

19

t was a hat trick for Halewood's
older Olympians as they were
crowned champions for the

third year running, at this year's
Older People's Fun Olympics.

I

Halew d
crowned
Olympic
champions

Hosted on National Older People’s Day and
held in Halewood, the event saw over 200
eager sports men and women don their
tracksuits and trainers to compete in
sporting events. These included badminton
and table tennis, as well as some more
quirky events such as Jenga and welly
throwing.

This event is a celebration of the year-round
activities which takes place across the
borough, and is aimed at improving the
health and wellbeing of older people
across Knowsley.

If you are over 50 and want to get
involved with our activities, contact
Michelle Gilmurray on 443 5894.

Sylvester
scoops canteen

dream!
Sylvester Primary School, Huyton,

will be seeing their dreams
become a reality after

winning a £12,000
makeover for their

canteen.

he new campaign message,
appearing on the side of waste
collection vehicles across the

borough, is warning of the penalty to 
dog owners for failing to dispose of their
dog waste in a responsible manner.

Dog walkers are advised to bag
their dog waste and dispose of it
in any litter bin across Knowsley. 

Failure to do so will result in a 
£75 fine, under Dog Control 
Orders introduced in July.

Irresponsible dog owners can also
be given on-the-spot fines for not
putting their dog on a lead when
instructed to do so by an
authorised council officer or Police
Community Support Officer.

T

n the last edition of Knowsley News, we 
appealed to residents asking you to vote 
for the school in the Canteen Rescue 

competition, hosted by the School Food Trust. 

The nationwide competition saw over 1,000
entries from all over the UK whittled down to
just 10 finalists, and the last stage of the
competition was an online public vote. 

Thanks to your efforts, Sylvester were one of the
five lucky schools to scoop the once-in-a-lifetime
makeover, and they are now looking forward to
seeing their canteen transformed.

Thank you to everyone who voted for the
school and well done to the pupils and
teachers for all the hard work they put into
their entry for the competition!

I
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Suspension of 
the green waste
service
The green waste (blue bin) collection
service has been suspended over the
winter months. Shredded paper can 
be stored in the blue bin until the 
service resumes week commencing 
28 February 2011. Please contact the
Environmental Helpline on 443 2400
for more information, or visit Knowsley
Council’s website.

Christmas and New Year
waste collections
There will be no waste collections on
Monday 27 and Tuesday 28 December.
If your normal bin collection falls on
one of these days, our collection teams
will clear all of your extra waste/
recycling on your next scheduled
collection day. There will be no other
changes to collection days during the
Christmas/New Year period.  

Recycle for
Knowsley 
on Facebook
Our efforts to boost recycling across
the borough are now reaching a
bigger audience than ever.  A new
‘Recycle for Knowsley’ page on
Facebook is updating residents on
our latest recycling news, tips and
community events. Join them by
joining Recycle ForKnowsley on
Facebook.

Everyone’s 
recycling...
...are you?

Recycle your real
Christmas trees
Community recycling points will be
provided from Sunday 2 to Sunday 
9 January 2011 (between 10am and 
4pm) at the following locations: 

• Halewood Park, Okell Drive, Halewood

• Stadt Moers Park, Pottery Lane, Whiston

• Millbrook Park Millennium Green, 
Old Hall Lane, Kirkby

• Court Hey Park, Roby Road, Huyton

• Holy Family Social Club, Hall Lane,
Cronton

Why not join Knowsley’s food waste
recycling service and recycle all of your
Christmas leftovers? Call 443 2400 to 
sign up today!

That’s the question posed by the new 
borough-wide campaign aimed at
boosting recycling rates in Knowsley.

The campaign, promoting the 
full range of recycling services
provided to residents, is
appearing on bus shelters and
posters across the borough.

It’s also supporting the community
programme which has seen council
officers out and about visiting 
schools, hosting roadshow events,
talking at community meetings and
chatting to residents to help us make 
the most of our recycling service.

A Halewood family have become 
the new faces of the campaign 
(pictured above).

Dave and Ann Paes and their 
children volunteered to be
photographed showing how easy 
it is to use the various recycling 
services on offer.

The family are all keen recyclers 
and mum Ann said, “It’s so easy to 
recycle, so we were happy to 
support the campaign and 
encourage even more people to 
recycle for Knowsley.”
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Anti-social behaviour - 
report it online 24/7
The Safer Knowsley Partnership know that anti-social behaviour 
(ASB) doesn’t just occur during offi  ce hours. 

Spotlight on security 
this winter...
Are you protecting yourself and your home this winter?

That’s why we have introduced online 
reporting via the Knowsley Council 
website. You can now report incidents 
24 hours a day, seven days a week at  
www.knowsley.gov.uk/asb 

If anti-social behaviour puts you, your family 
or your property in immediate danger, you 
should always ring 999. 

Everything else can be reported to the 
Anti-Social Behaviour Unit. They are waiting 
to help and will always respond to your 
report within three working days. Everything 
you tell them will be kept confi dential and 
your personal details will not be provided to 
anyone else. Alternatively, you can contact 
the ASB helpline on 443 2000 during offi  ce 
hours.

With the darker evenings, good lighting 
around your home can help deter burglars 
and give would-be intruders fewer places 
to hide. External lighting such as halogen 
fl oodlights or dusk ‘til dawn lights can be 
a good idea. If you’re planning a trip away, 
consider fi tting timers to your lamps to 
give the impression that someone is home.

Make sure you don’t forget your garage or 
shed. These often contain expensive tools 
which a burglar could also fi nd useful.
Here are some tips for you to follow:

j   Keep your garage or shed locked, 
especially if it is connected to your 
house, and � t strong padlocks to 
your garage and shed doors

j   Lock ladders inside, or chain them 
horizontally to an outside wall

j   Visibly and permanently mark your 
belongings

j   Consider installing an alarm, either 
a standalone device or one linked 
to your existing house system.

For a free home security assessment 
contact your local police Crime 
Prevention O�  cer on 709 6010.

De-icing on a frosty morning?
Remember…don’t be tempted to leave 
your unattended car running whilst you 
de-ice this winter. An unattended vehicle 
is an open invitation to a thief. Protect your 
property, protect yourself. 

In focus

21

There are now 
over 6,000 
people keeping 
informed about 
what’s going on 
in the borough via 
Knowsley’s Community Messaging. 

You can sign up to this free service at  
www.knowsleycommunitymessaging.org

Did you 
know...



Knowsley News

Meanwhile, the Community Payback team has
also been out and about in South Huyton
working on local clean-up and painting projects. 

If there are any areas in your community 
which could do with a clear-up, please
contact the Neighbourhood 
Management team on 443 3047.

22 www.knowsley.gov.uk

Recipe for success
The culinary skills of budding master chef
Ben Hodgson have won him a prize in a
local “Can Cook, Will Cook”competition.

en won the St Bartholomew’s
heat of the competition, with
a delicious honey & parsnip

soup with parsnip crisps.

The competition, held at Roby Community
Centre, asked residents to cook their
favourite dishes, with entries judged by a
panel of local ‘foodies’. The competition
was supported by Tesco and all of the
winners went home with vouchers. 

As well as showcasing the skills of South
Huyton cooks, the competition raised
awareness of the importance of a healthy
diet to local families.

A commemorative community cook
book featuring top tips and recipes is
being produced.

B

South Huyton

Seventeen local households from the
Bowring Park area, have signed up for
the 12-month scheme which will help
them reduce their carbon footprint
and household bills. Working with
council officers, the families will meet
regularly to learn how to reduce their
carbon footprint by reducing energy
and water consumption, and by
changing travel and shopping habits.

New recruits working in the community

uyton Sea Cadets staged a march to mark the anniversary of the Battle of
Trafalgar. Supported by cadets from all over Liverpool, the parade included a
remembrance service at St Gabriel’s Church.HBattle of Trafalgar march

Households join
Green
Neighbour
Challenge

The first wave of 
volunteers
for South 
Huyton’s
Green Neighbour Challenge
have been recruited.

CO2

Did you know?
You can drop in to the South 

Huyton office to tell us about incidents 
of anti-social behaviour, litter problems 

or anything else you think we could 
help sort out.

You will find us at One Stop Shop, 
Municipal Buildings, Archway 

Road, Huyton L36 9YU

Telephone: 443 3047

The subway and footpath at Huyton 
Railway Station have been given a much
needed makeover, thanks to the efforts 
of recruits from a job creation programme
between Knowsley Council, Jaguar Land
Rover and social enterprise, Create.

The trainees worked on a number of
community projects, including a clean-up at
Bowring Park allotments and clearing an
overgrown footpath at the rear of Bowring Park
Avenue.  They also created a ‘mud station’ at
Nine Tree Primary School, where pupils can
explore play in a natural environment.
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Your neighbourhood

North Huyton

Walk in - Join in
Residents “walked the walk” when 
they joined a fun event organised 
by the local neighbourhood team.

Stockbridge Village:
Blooming lovely!
Residents of Stockbridge Village
are celebrating after winning 14 awards
in the “North West in Bloom” competition.

The ‘Walk in – Join in’ event invited
residents to get to know their local
community services and venues by
joining a five-mile fun walk around
North Huyton. 

Along the way, they stopped off at six
different venues, where a wide range of
community groups showcased their
services. 

In the frame
A group of Stockbridge residents
involved in a new photographic

society have displayed their work
at a local exhibition. Working
with acclaimed community 

photographer Christian Petersen,
the group created a community
studio at Roughsedge House in

Spruce Grove and met weekly to
develop their photographic skills

and use professional cameras.
Around 25 locals were regular
members and it’s hoped the

group will continue into the new
year. Anyone interested in

getting involved should contact
Christian on 07752281386.

Stockbridge
Crime in Stockbridge 
Village is on the way
down.

During the first six months of 2010, 
there was a 20% reduction in all crime,
compared to the same period the previous
year. This includes an 85% reduction in
domestic burglaries and incidents of 
anti-social behaviour falling by 9%. 
Much of this is due to the success of
community initiatives developed by the
Stockbridge Village Social Regeneration
Project and high quality intelligence
received by the Neighbourhood Police
team. The community has also
developed a local action plan that is
available by calling 443 2428. 

he area was awarded with a
prestigious bronze medal in
the ‘Best Urban Regeneration’

category. In addition, 13 other
Neighbourhood Awards were given
including two ‘Outstanding’ awards 

for Pool Hey Community Garden
and the Craigs’ Community Garden. 
These awards are particularly special
as they recognise the impact and
success of resident-led community
initiatives and improvements. 

Senior members of the community
had cause for celebration recently.

Stockbridge Village residents
celebrated Grandparent’s Day with
an afternoon of bingo, dancing, fun
and games at Space for Sports and
Arts. This followed an afternoon of
entertainment for older people at 
the Craigs’ Community Centre.

T

Activities were themed to appeal to all 
sections of the community and included a
climbing wall, healthy lifestyle sessions and
a roadshow at Christ the King Centre for
Learning, hosted by Juice FM.

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st
1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

1st

Older people’s events
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1st

1st

Did you know?
You can call in to the North Huyton 
Office to tell us about incidents of 

anti-social behaviour, litter problems or 
anything else you think we could help 

sort out.

You will find us at One Stop Shop, 
Municipal Buildings, Archway 

Road, Huyton L36 9YU

Telephone: 443 3032
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Knowsley News

The workers have recently staged a
makeover at Westvale Community 
Centre, painting the main hall and 
clearing a communal area. 

The team also removed fly-tipping 
and rubbish from the Delaware 
allotment site, as well as clearing 
and cleaning the area around local 
shopping parades.

he Community Payback scheme 
has seen more than 2,000 hours 
of environmental clean-ups

completed in the South Kirkby area.

Since August last year, 339 Community 
Payback offenders have cleared 25 tonnes of
rubbish and fly-tipping from the area, thanks
to the initiative between Merseyside Probation
Trust and the Safer Knowsley Partnership. 

24 www.knowsley.gov.uk

A new “Youth Zone” initiative is providing a
range of exciting activities for local teenagers.

T

South Kirkby

Community Payback

Multi-sports activities
such as basketball,
netball, football, circuit
training and boxercise
will be available.

Dance sessions involving a variety of dance styles will also
be provided along with art, drama and music workshops
including DJ’ing, MC’ing and guitar lessons. 

Youth Zone, provided by Knowsley Council and
partner agencies, runs until autumn 2011.Trainer John Farrell teaches Daniel

Farley-Osborne how to boxercise

Leah Whelan and Shannon Kindlen try their
hand at visual arts with tutor Betty Ritchie

eld every Friday between
6.30pm and 9.30pm at Kirkby
Sports College, Youth Zone

provides a range of activities for 
young people between the ages of 

13 and 19 years old. 

H

Southdene
boxercise
Move over Ricky Hatton,
women in the Southdene
area are showing you...
...how it’s done!
The non-contact classes run every
Tuesday evening between 6.30pm
and 7.30pm, and are
helping local
women of all
ages join a fun 
activity which 
improves
health and fitness.

Anyone
interested in

getting involved can 
contact John Aitcheson
from North West Boxing

Academy on
01695 622040

Graffiti covered cable boxes have been
given a much-needed facelift.

Jaguar Land Rover’s Future Jobs Fund
trainees spent two weeks of their induction
working in Southdene, Westvale and Field
Lane painting BT and Virgin Media cable
boxes – giving them a fresh new appearance
and improving the local environment.

Boxing cleverLIPA
THE LIVERPOOL
INSTITUTE FOR

PERFORMING ARTS...

...is working with a group of
Southdene residents to explore

drama and theatre.
The group will identify a local issue 

and create and perform a piece
of drama which explains the

issues affecting them.

Did you know?
You can ring the South 

Kirkby office to tell us about incidents 
of anti-social behaviour, litter problems 

or anything else you think we could 
help sort out.

Telephone: 443 5450
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North Kirkby

Trainees... go back to school
The latest recruits to a Knowsley Council job creation
programme went back to school to help their local community.

Creating greener places
Around 400 Northwood locals came together to celebrate
the success of a project to create a new community garden.

Before starting their six month placement 
at Jaguar Land Rover, the trainees – 
Jonathan Moran, Ryan Atherton, 
Paul Kashikula, Lewis Evans and 
Clint Hurrell, completed some much-needed
painting and repairs at the school, including
painting walls, fencing and sprucing up play
equipment.

25

Pond
improvements
Work is underway to improve a
derelict green space in Northwood.

The work has transformed the pond at the
centre of the site and created a welcoming,
natural open space. A new entrance is also
being created from Shacklady Road.

The work has been funded by Marks &
Spencer, Environmental Blight Fund 
and the North West Development
Agency.

Let’s TANGO
A new community café project is 
proving a hit with locals. 

The new TANGO (Together As
Neighbours Giving Out) group at St
Mark’s Church in Northwood has 
created a new café and shop which is
attracting a loyal customer base and 
an increasing number of volunteers.

n appearance by Miss
Fussion – dressed as a
giant fuscia, was among

the highlights of the
Northwood Fun Day, which
was also attended by Knowsley
Mayor Cllr Diane Reid and local
MP George Howarth. 

The Northwood mums raised
more than £35,000 from the
Big Lottery Community Spaces
Fund to create a community
walk and garden. 

The improvements include a
new footpath, benches, raised
beds, crocodile and stepping
stones, new planting beds and 
boundary planting. 

In Tower Hill, plans are also
underway to create a
community garden. Led by
Tower Hill Community Charity,
a group of residents are
working to create a number of
themed zones including ‘get
growing’,  ‘sensory/quiet’,
performance, and art & craft.
Planting is already underway,
and the charity will be 
seeking funding to develop
the site in 2011.

ive trainees who are benefiting
from Future Jobs Fund work
placements secured by the

council in partnership with Jaguar
Land Rover and the social enterprise
Create, worked on an outdoor
‘makeover’ at Westvale Primary
School.

F

A

Below:
Knowsley Mayor Cllr Diane Reid with MP 
George Howarth, local councillors and 
Northwood mums group reps.

Did you know?
You can ring the North 

Kirkby office to tell us about incidents 
of anti-social behaviour, litter problems 

or anything else you think we could 
help sort out.

Telephone: 443 5450

Your neighbourhood
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Halewood

Dreams head skyward
The sky was the limit for children 
at St Andrew the Apostle Primary 
School when they launched 
hundreds of balloons into the skies 
above Halewood.

The balloon launch was the fi nale of a 
‘Dream Week’ at the school when all 
lessons were linked to children’s dreams 
and aspirations, and the famous fi gures 
in history who have made their dreams 
a reality. 

At the end of the week, each 
child attached their own 
dream to a balloon before 
the launch, attended by 
Knowsley Council’s 
Cabinet Member for 
Neighbourhood 
Delivery, Cllr Graham 
Morgan.

Halewood Swap Day 
helps reduce waste

Youth views on park

Local residents have 
exchanged everything from 
books and toys to furniture, 
in a bid to help the 
environment. 

A ‘Swap Day’ at New Hutte 
Neighbourhood Centre, Halewood, 
was held by community associations in 
Leathers Lane/Wood Road, Torrington 
Drive and WAFTA, to recycle useful 
household items and reduce waste 
sent to land� ll sites.  

Residents were invited to bring along 
any unwanted household items and 
swap them for other items on the day - 
completely free of charge. As a result, 
almost one tonne of waste was swapped, 
including rocking chairs, toys and even 
dining room suites.

A Halewood park is being given a 
new lease of life, with a little help 
from local school children.

Around 175 pupils from Halewood 
Centre for Learning were asked their 
views on the future use of Halewood 
Park and what it meant to them, in a 
consultation run by the council.

As a result, a group of ten 13 to 14 
year-olds have come up with designs 
for new entrances, due to be installed 
at Abberley Road and Stanford 
Crescent. 

Further in-depth consultation with 
local residents living nearby is also 
planned as part of this work.

Halewood 
helps reduce waste

Local residents have 

Children quiz 
Everton star

Knowsley News

The midfi elder staged 
a question and answer 
session, watched some 
football coaching and 
posed for pictures with 
the children during an 
open afternoon visit at 
the Arncliff e Sports & 
Community Centre – 
a facility paid for by 
Barclays, the Premier 
League sponsors. 

Everton star Tim Cahill was quizzed 
by children from Holy Family Primary 
School during a visit to Halewood. 

Did you know?
You can call in to the Halewood o�  ce 
to tell us about incidents of anti-social 

behaviour, litter problems or anything else 
you think we could help sort out.

You will � nd us at New Hutte 
Neighbourhood Centre, Lich� eld 

Road, Halewood L26 1TT

Telephone: 443 2175
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Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village

Building cultural 
bridges

A recent NHS recruitment campaign 
for Whiston Hospital has brought a 
number of Filippino families to live 
and work in the area. 

To help them settle in and build 
relationships with locals, the group 
has developed an initiative aimed 
at raising awareness of their culture 
amongst the wider community. 

So far this has included a cultural 
day, an X-Factor style talent competition 
and two sports and cultural festivals.

The families invited neighbours of all 
ages and local dignitaries to the events 
to explain the basic principles of their 
traditional food, dances and feasting days.   

All of this activity has been supported 
by Knowsley Council and SHAP 
(St Helens Accommodation Project). 

Earlier this month (4 December) a 
Christmas celebration was held, attended 
by Asian and British people with the 
theme “Pasko sa aming puso” - 
Christmas in your heart.

The Area Partnership Board would 
like to thank all those that took part 
in the Transport Survey. A big thank 
you also to Knowsley Housing Trust 
for funding the project.

740 completed questionnaires were 
returned. 

Key � ndings included:

j    65% of respondents used buses 
at least weekly

j   53% thought bus routes needed 
to be better planned

j   25% of households own bicycles 

j   57% of households feel more 
people would be encouraged 
to cycle, if there were more 
cycle routes

The winners of the prize draw 
were Mrs B Murphy from Knowsley 
Village and Mr H Bailey from 
Prescot. Both winners received 
£50 in shopping vouchers. 

Further � ndings will appear on 
Knowsley Council’s website and on the 
Prescot and Whiston Neighbourhood 
team’s Facebook group. 

Prescot and Whiston Police Community 
Support and Traffi  c Offi  cers (PCSTO) are 
offi  cially amongst the best on Merseyside.

The local team has won the Neighbourhood Team of the 
Year award at the Merseyside Police Total Policing Awards. 
This is in recognition of their dedication and hard work 
building relationships with local residents and retailers.

Offi  cers Rob Blackmore, Antonio Melissano and Mike Kokolay 
represented the team at the awards ceremony and collected the 
award and certifi cate from Area Commander Darren Martland.

Transport 
Survey 
Update

A celebration of success L-R: Rob Blackmore, Sgt Chris Williams, 
Antonio Melissano and Mike Kokolay.

Did you know?
You can call in to the neighbourhood 

o�  ce to tell us about incidents of 
anti-social behaviour, litter problems 

or anything else you think we 
could help sort out.

You will � nd us at George Howard 
Community Centre, Lickers Lane, 

Whiston L35 3SR
Telephone: 443 4672

Whiston locals have been given a 
unique insight into the culture and 
traditions of the Philippines, thanks 
to a group of new arrivals to the area.to a group of new arrivals to the area.to a group of new arrivals to the area.to a group of new arrivals to the area.

Highlights from the cultural day events at 

Whiston Town Hall.
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Meetings in Knowsley

Council
Wednesday 15 December, 6pm
Wednesday 9 February, 6pm
Wednesday 2 March,
(budget meeting) time tbc

Cabinet
Wednesday 8 December, 2pm
Wednesday 5 January, 2pm
Wednesday 2 February, 2pm
Wednesday 9 February, 2pm
(budget meeting)
Wednesday 9 March, 2pm
Wednesday 30 March, 2pm 

Planning Committee
Thursday 9 December, 6pm
Thursday 13 January, 6pm 
Thursday 10 February, 6pm
Thursday 10 March, 6pm 

Appeals Committee
Tuesday 11 January, 10am
Tuesday 8 March, 10am 

Licensing Committee
Thursday 27 January, 2pm
Thursday 24 March, 2pm

Governance and Audit Committee
Tuesday 25 January, 4pm

Standards Committee
Thursday 16 December, 5pm
Thursday 17 March, 5pm

Town Centre Committee
Wednesday 16 March, 4.30pm

Cabinet/Scrutiny Co-ordinating
Committee/Area Partnership Board 
Liaison meeting
Wednesday 23 February, 2pm

Joint Cabinet/NHS Knowsley
Wednesday 16 February, 2pm

Halewood Area Partnership Board
Tuesday 11 January, 6pm

South Huyton Area Partnership Board
Wednesday 12 January, 4pm

North Huyton Area Partnership Board
Thursday 13 January, 2pm

South Kirkby Area Partnership Board
Tuesday 18 January, 4pm

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and
Knowsley Village Area Partnership
Board
Wednesday 19 January, 2pm

North Kirkby Area Partnership Board
Thursday 20 January, 4pm

Economic Development and
Environment Scrutiny Committee
Monday 24 January, 6pm
Monday 21 March, 6pm

Health and Wellbeing Scrutiny
Committee 
Tuesday 25 January, 6pm
Tuesday 22 March, 6pm

Children, Young People and Families
Scrutiny Committee 
Wednesday 2 February, 6pm
Wednesday 30 March, 4pm

Safer, Stronger Communities Scrutiny
Committee
Thursday 3 February, 6pm
Thursday 31 March, 4pm

Scrutiny Co-ordinating Committee 
Monday 14 February, 6pm

30 November to 30 January 2011
“Are you being served?”
Prescot Museum 

Press your nose up against the windows of
some old-fashioned shops brought to life in 
the museum – look at how we used to shop
and what we used to buy!
Contact: Knowsley Art and Heritage Service
443 5619

30 November to 6 February
Crafted exhibition  
Kirkby Gallery 
The work of more than 20 artists will be on
display, covering a range of different disciplines
and artistic practices, from glass to felt work,
from textiles to ceramics. All work is for sale.
Contact: Knowsley Art and Heritage Service
443 5619

Thursday 9 December
Knowsley Music and Performing
Arts Service Christmas concert
Huyton Arts and Sports Centre for Learning
Starts at 7pm
Join us for our Christmas celebration of all
things musical. From keyboards to concert
bands, choirs to steel pans – come along and
support the young people of Knowsley as they
celebrate the festive season in style.   
Details of ticket sales contact: 443 5615

Friday 10 December
Here comes Santa Claus
A performance by the Royal Liverpool
Philharmonic Orchestra
Halewood Centre for Learning
7.30pm
Get into the Christmas mood with this magical
yuletide event. The Royal Liverpool
Philharmonic Orchestra along with a choir of
local schools and residents will entertain you
with a selection of festive favourites.
Contact: Knowsley Arts and Heritage Service
443 5619

Saturday 11 December
Christmas cracker
Mill Farm Community 
Centre
1pm to 3pm
Join us making Christmas 
wreaths, yule logs and 
other festive decorations 
using natural materials from the park.
Contact: Kevin 07810 054 159

Sunday 12 December
Christmas cracker 
Halewood Park
1pm to 4pm
Festive fun for all the family including Santa’s
grotto, sleigh rides, tinsel trail, decoration 
workshops, face painting and tombola.
Contact: Rangers 488 6151  

Saturday 18 December 
The holly and the ivy
Stadt Moers Park
1pm to 3pm
Join us making Christmas wreaths, yule logs
and other festive decorations using natural
materials from the park.
Contact: Stadt Moers Park 489 1239

Saturday 22 January
Bird talk and walk
Court Hey Park
10am to 12 noon
An informative talk and walk looking at the
birds that inhabit the local area.
Contact: Rangers 443 3114

(Please note: At the time of going to print

not all of the events for 2011
 were

organised. Please visit Knowsley Council’s

website for details of further e
vents)

December 2010 to April 2011

Events
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Useful numbers

What’s on
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Anti-Social Behaviour Helpline 443 2000

Benefits (housing and council tax) 443 4042

Births / deaths / marriages 433 5210

Business rates 443 5210

Business services (advice, funding,
recruitment and training) 477 4000

Childcare Information Service 443 5635

Citizens Advice Bureau 0845 122 1300

Complaints and compliments 443 4031

Consumer Advice / Trading Standards
443 4737

Council Tax 433 4476

Council Tax and Benefits Fraud Hotline
0800 073 111

Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111

Dangerous buildings / structures / trees
443 2380

Education general enquiries 443 3232

Fire / Police / Ambulance
(emergency only) 999

Government’s Consumer Direct Service
08454 04 05 06

Highways (including footways and street 
lighting) 443 2400

Highways Emergency 443 2800

Homelessness 290 7190

Housing repairs 290 7375 or 449 3958

Job vacancies 443 5000

Knowsley Community Messaging 777 6217

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) General Enquiries
290 7000

Housing Repairs 0500 96 96 94

Knowsley Council’s bulky household waste 
service 443 2400

Knowsley Council general enquiries 489 6000

Knowsley Hate Crime and Domestic Violence
Helpline 0800 953 4433

Merseyside Fire and Rescue switchboard
296 4000

Merseyside Police switchboard 709 6010

NHS Direct 0845 4647

Pest Control 443 2455

Planning enquiries 443 2380

Refuse collection 443 2400

Schools admissions and exclusions 443 5733

School attendance service 443 3279

School bus pass 443 5609

Social services and homelessness
07659 590 081

Traffic signal faults 443 2349

Truancy Hotline 0800 073 6161

For more information visit the Knowsley 
Council website 
www.knowsley.gov.uk 
or email 
customerservice@knowsley.gov.uk

14 February to 17 April
Bengali scrolls exhibition
Prescot Museum
The Bengali scroll tradition is an ancient one,
featuring long vertical multi-panelled scrolls
known as patas (paintings). 

Prescot Museum are exhibiting a series of
painted scrolls which have been created as 
part of a joint initiative between ‘National
Museums Liverpool’ and ‘The Earth & Grass
Workshop’. These stunning works will present
colourful stories as depicted by artists in their
native styles. 
Contact: Arts and Heritage Service 443 5619

21 February to 24 April
The 7th British mini print
exhibition
This international exhibition of small format
printmaking is touring selected UK venues from
2009 to 2011 and comprises some 200 original
mini prints. In addition, the exhibition includes
a number of larger works by well-known invited
artists. 
Contact: Arts and Heritage Service 443 5619

Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 February
Bird box making
McGoldrick Park (Saturday) 
10am to 12 noon
Ten Acre Pits (Saturday) 
1pm to 3pm
Court Hey Park (Sunday) 
1pm to 3pm 
Come along and help provide a home for our
feathered friends by making a bird box. All
materials provided. 
Contact: Rangers 443 3114 

Saturday 19 March
Kite making workshop
McGoldrick Park
10am to 12 noon
Court Hey Park
1pm to 3pm
Learn how to make your own kite and have a
go and flying it in the park. Let’s hope for
windy weather! All materials provided.
Contact: Rangers 443 3114

Sunday 20 March
Spring clean
Ten Acre Pits
2pm to 4pm
Join the rangers on a practical task to tidy up
and improve your local green space. Please
wear suitable footwear and clothing. All
equipment provided. 
Contact: Rangers 443 3114

Tuesday 5 April
Easter egg hunt
Court Hey Park
1pm to 3pm
Use your map to hunt down the clues, solve the
puzzle and claim your Easter surprise!
Contact: Rangers 443 3114

Weekly (ongoing)
Indoor bowls league
Come and join us for an enjoyable evening
once a week playing indoor bowls, with the
Liverpool and District Short Mat Indoor Bowls
League. Beginners or experts, men or women,
old or young, all are welcome.
Contact: Eric 480 7529
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WeddingÊ packagesÊ atÊ
theÊ KnowsleyÊ Suites
fromÊ just

£999

£999Ê CelebrationÊ Package

• Red carpet on arrival
• Services of an informal host
• Buck’s Fizz reception
•  Day and evening reception room hire
• Hot buffet meal for 40 guests*
• Use of cake stand and 
   ceremonial knife
•  Bacon sandwiches and chips for 80 

evening guests

*Ê ÊExtraÊ guestsÊ £15ppÊ daytimeÊ orÊ eveningÊ /Ê
£30Ê allÊ day

AvailableÊ MondayÊ toÊ
Saturday,Ê subjectÊ toÊ
availability.*

Alternatively,Ê designÊ
yourÊ ownÊ celebrationÊ
byÊ speakingÊ toÊ oneÊ
ofÊ ourÊ experiencedÊ
consultantsÊ today.
*NotÊ applicableÊ toÊ existingÊ bookings.

£1,999Ê PerfectÊ MatchÊ Package

• Red carpet on arrival
•  Room hire for wedding or civil 
   partnership ceremony
• Services of an informal host
• Buck’s Fizz reception
•  Three course wedding breakfast for 

40 guests*
• Drinks package for 40 guests
•  Day and evening reception room hire
•  White table linen, napkins, table 

runner, chair covers, balloons
•  Cake stand and ceremonial knife
•  Hot and cold buffet for 80 guests
• Disco till 12.15am

*Ê ÊExtraÊ guestsÊ £20ppÊ daytimeÊ /Ê £15ppÊ evening

HuytonÊS uite
CivicÊ Way,ÊHu yton,ÊL 36Ê9GD.
Tel:Ê 0151Ê443Ê3761 ÊE mail:Ê huytonsuite@knowsley.gov.uk

KirkbyÊS uite
Cherryfi eld Drive, Kirkby, L32 8XY.
Tel:Ê 0151Ê 443Ê 4063Ê Email:Ê kirkbysuite@knowsley.gov.uk

Why wait
to say
‘I do’?




