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Knowsley
Welcome to the latest edition of

News

www.knowsley.gov.uk

he exciting scheme proved to
be an effective way to make
people think twice about how

fast they’re going, and an important
lesson in road safety for the children.
You can read more about this on
pages 6 and 7.

I’d also like to draw your attention to
the important article on pages 2 and 3.
The information provided will give
you an update on the council’s current

financial position and answer some of
the questions you may have. This will
be the first in a series of regular
updates which will be provided in this
magazine.

Finally, I’d like to say how proud I was
to see so many of you at our
programme of summer events across
the borough. The jewel in the crown
was once again the Knowsley Flower
Show, which attracted over 18,000

T visitors. If you missed any of the
events, have a look at the fantastic
photos on pages 14 and 15.

here were a host of flowers and
plants for visitors to see at the
show. As well as the magnificent

displays, there were plenty of activities
for the whole family to enjoy. The
Youth Arts Friendship Field featured
an array of music and dance
performances, showcasing the talents
of Knowsley’s young people.

The farmers’ market gave visitors the
chance to buy local produce, whilst
the floral marquee enabled gardening
lovers to pick up some top tips from
the experts.

Cllr Eddie Connor, Cabinet Member for
Leisure, Community and Culture said,
“This year’s event was a great success
and it was wonderful to see so many
people visiting Knowsley. I’m always
impressed by how far people travel

to come to the event, and it was
great to see so many Knowsley
residents there too.”

To see photographs from the flower
show and all the other events this
summer, go to pages 14 and 15.
You never know, you might even be
the star of one of the pictures!

With a record 18,000 visitors, this year’s Knowsley Flower Showwas by far
the most successful yet. The famous event, now in its 12th year, took place
at Court Hey Park, Huyton, and attracted visitors from across the region.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

T

Thousands turn out for

Knowsley Flower Show

As you’ll see from the front cover, our local young
people have been playing their part in raising awareness
of speeding amongst drivers in Halewood.
“

”
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update
ou will recall that I wrote to you back in July 
following the government’s emergency 
budget announcement. I was keen to share

with you as much information as I could about the
council’s financial position and some of the challenges
we are facing. At the time, I was working with
colleagues to establish the exact level of savings we
would have to make and also identifying how we would
go about achieving this.

We already have a clear plan for the future and continue
to work towards our Sustainable Communities Strategy,
which sets out our 15-year vision to make Knowsley the
‘borough of choice.’ Although we are facing challenges
around a significantly reduced budget and will need to
make savings, our plan for the future remains the same.  

We already have a great deal to be proud of in this
borough, including seven brand new centres for learning
with new primary schools to follow, successful businesses
like Jaguar Land Rover and QVC, regeneration schemes
forging ahead in Stockbridge Village, Halewood and
Kirkby, and some of the happiest school children in the
whole of the UK. Importantly we also have passionate 
and resilient residents who help to create a fantastic
community spirit and pride across Knowsley. 

As we move forward, there will be challenges ahead 
but we are facing those head on and will support our
communities to do the same. 

I appreciate that many of you will have concerns about 
the future and lots of questions that you would like to 
ask. I hope the information opposite provides you 
with a useful update on our current position and
addresses some of your possible concerns. 

I would like to assure you that your needs and the needs
of the families in our borough will remain at the forefront
of our minds as we work to address these financial issues. 
I will of course continue to keep you updated as the
situation develops.

Y

Sheena Ramsey 
Chief Executive, 
Knowsley Council

“
“

All residents should have
received the above letter
about the budget earlier 
in the year. You can
download a copy at
www.knowsley.gov.uk



What’s hot

update
Q How is the council going to 
make the savings it needs?

A Staff are currently working hard to develop a
detailed plan for Knowsley that will address the
financial pressures we are facing and highlight areas
where we can alter the way in which we work. This
work may result in us changing the way we operate,
bringing a variety of services and support together
in one place or altering our procedures and processes
to make the most of our time and resources.

Q Will the services and support 
I receive from the council be 
changing? 

A We are having to completely transform the way we 
operate and therefore it is likely that we will have to
change the way in which we deliver some services or
support. We are still working to identify exactly how
and where these changes will take place, but the
needs of Knowsley residents will be considered at all
times as we work hard to reduce the potential
impact these savings may have on the community. 

Q When and how will I be able 
to find out more information?

A I will continue to keep you all informed about 
our progress to address the financial issues we 
are facing. I will provide regular updates via this
magazine and we will contact you about any
potential changes that may affect you directly.
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Q How can I share my ideas or 
suggestions? 

A You may have a suggestion to make or idea about
how you or your community could contribute to our
work. Please share those ideas with us by contacting
Mo Chatten on 443 3774 or emailing
maureen.chatten@knowsley.gov.uk

Q How much money does     
the council have to save?

A The council will have to save up to £30 million in 
the next financial year (April 2011 to March 2012). 

Q Why is the council in this position? 

A You will all have seen the news and TV reports 
about the economic recession and the cuts the
government is planning to make to reduce the
country’s budget deficit. You will have also seen for
yourself the impact this is having on individuals and
organisations, including councils like Knowsley. 

The money we generate from your council tax is only
a small percentage of the funds we need to deliver
essential services and support. The majority of our
funding comes from central government and this
support is reducing rapidly. 

In simple terms, there is now significantly less money
coming in to the council than we currently have to
spend to provide services and support. 

Q What is the council doing to 
address these budget issues?

A We have been working hard for many years now to
try to improve the way we work, reduce costs and
improve the efficiency of our services. However, with
less money coming in we will need to look closer 
still at the type of services we provide and how we
provide them.

We are currently reviewing all of our work and 
expenditure to identify areas where we can make
savings or change how we do things. The level of 
savings we need to make means that we are having
to completely transform the way we operate to meet
these new demands.



Knowsley News

04 www.knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley News

Scrutiny 
priorities 
for 2010/11

Children, Young People and
Families Scrutiny Committee

• Transforming early years services
• Youth Crime Prevention Strategy
• Improving family health

Economic Development and
Environment Scrutiny Committee

• Winter gritting
• Waste management – collection

and recycling
• High speed road maintenance

Health and Wellbeing Scrutiny
Committee

• Entry into employment for adults
with learning disabilities

• Access to primary care
• Carers’ support and respite

Safer, Stronger Communities
Scrutiny Committee

• Police stop and search powers
• Reducing Re-offending Strategy
• Community empowerment

Knowsley Green 
Space Strategy
Knowsley has launched a four-year plan to improve
and develop green spaces across the borough.

Watch what you heat

The most common cause of
kitchen fires is cooking being left
unattended. It takes seconds for
a fire to start, so even answering
the phone or being distracted by
the TV for a few minutes while a
pan is on can lead to disaster.

Here are some tips for keeping
you and your family safe:

• Don’t leave pans unattended, 
even for a short time

• Don’t cook if you have been 
drinking alcohol

• Use a thermostat-controlled
deep-fat fryer, which will make
sure the fat doesn’t get too hot

• Don’t fill a chip pan or other
deep-fat fryer more than 
one-third full of oil

• Keep the oven, hob and grill
clean – built-up fat and bits 
of food can start a fire

• Double-check that the cooker 
is off when you have finished
cooking

The Scrutiny Committees met in
June and July to discuss their
priorities for the forthcoming year.

Council performance statistics and
feedback from the community,
partners and ward members were
presented to help identify priorities.
The committees agreed to conduct
the following in-depth reviews:

he Knowsley Green Space 
Strategy 2010-2014, has been 
developed following

widespread community consultation.
It recognises the importance of local
parks, play areas, open spaces and
allotments in the life of local
communities.

Improving the quality of the borough’s
green spaces is the key focus of the
plan, which states that good quality
green spaces are vital to healthy
lifestyles, providing recreational
opportunities and protecting 
wildlife and nature.

Visit www.knowsley.gov.uk for more
information or to download a copy 
of the Green Space Strategy, or contact
Fiona Mather on 443 2443.

T

Firefighters are encouraging residents 
to take extra care in the kitchen.

For advice on how to protect you and your family from fire, 
call Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service on 0800 731 5958.



Join the other residents of
Knowsley who are getting into
shape for the third annual Older
People’s Fun Olympics on 
1October at Halewood Leisure
Centre.

Events include traditional sporting
activities such as badminton and table
tennis, to more unusual sports such 
as boccia, bowls and welly throwing. 
If you’re over 50 and want to join in
the fun, go along to a training session
near you. 

For more information 
contact Michelle Gilmurray 
on 443 5894 or email 
michelle.gilmurray@knowsley.gov.uk

What’s hot

Don’t lose
your vote

Want to be a Good Neighbour?
Put it in writing
A tidal wave of goodwill and community spirit has been sweeping through Knowsley 
this summer, with over 3,500 residents committing to improving their community.

Leader of Knowsley Council, Cllr Ron Round,
makes his pledge with Lil and Leo Conway 
of Huyton and Council Chief Executive 
Sheena Ramsey

You should have recently received
your voter registration form.
You need to confirm the details of
people aged 16 and over who live at
the address, ensuring that everyone
eligible to vote in next year’s
elections is able to. 

If there are no changes to the details
printed on the form, you can register
by internet or
freephone. Please
check on your form
how to do this.
Changes should be
written on the
form and then
posted back in
the envelope
provided.

eople have been making their 
Good Neighbour pledges at 
community events across the

borough and through the council
website. The pledges can be anything,
big or small, that will improve the
community or the life of one or more
of your neighbours.

You can make your Good Neighbour
pledge at any of our One Stop Shops,
or online at: 

• www.knowsley.gov.uk/ 
goodneighbours

• www.facebook.com/
goodneighbourpledge

• or by tagging it on Twitter
with #goodneighbourpledge. 

P
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Take your places for Knowsley’s 
Fun Olympics!

Our aim is to get 4,000 Good
Neighbour Pledges in 2010. That
would mean 4,000 little things
which will bring a smile to
someone’s face, or will improve
somebody’s quality of life.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council and Chair 
of the Knowsley Partnership

II  pplleeddggee......

“ “

““......ttoo  ssmmiillee  aanndd  ssaayy  hheelllloo  
ttoo  eevveerryyoonnee  II  mmeeeett..””
Sheena Ramsey
Knowsley Council Chief Executive

““......ttoo  kkeeeepp  aann  eeyyee  oonn  
mmyy

ppoooorrllyy  nneeiigghhbboouurr  aanndd  ccooookk

hhiimm  aa  mmeeaall  oonnccee  aa  wweeeekk..””

Lil Conway

Good Neighbo
ur in Knowsley Award

winner 2009, Huyton

““......ttoo  eennccoouurraaggee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthheeccoommmmuunniittyy  ttoo  tteellll  ppeeoopplleehhooww  pprroouudd  tthheeyy  aarree  ttoo  ccoommeeffrroomm  KKnnoowwsslleeyy..””Cllr Ron Round Leader of Knowsley Council
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Facing up to the 
human cost of speeding

olice with speed guns 
monitored motorists outside
St Andrew the Apostle

Catholic Primary in Halewood.
Anyone driving over the 30mph
limit was stopped and asked
whether they wanted a fine 
and points on their licence or 
to explain their actions to pupils 
at the school.

Many drivers took the second
option and faced a panel of children
who described the potentially tragic
effects of speeding, particularly
outside a school.

“It was powerful stuff,” said 
Cllr David Lonergan, Knowsley’s
Cabinet Member for Regeneration,
Economy and Skills.

“Sticking to the speed 
limit can mean the difference 
between life and death for 
the driver as well as the pedestrian
– it’s that important.”

“Many of the drivers who agreed
to meet the children seemed
genuinely moved by what they
saw and heard, and we hope this
will make them change their
ways.”

The event was organised by
Knowsley Council’s road safety
team, Merseyside Police and
staff and pupils at St Andrew 
the Apostle.

Speeding motorists came face-to-face with the children
who could be their victims in a safety crackdown exercise. 

P

Cllr Lonergan meets
the school children
who quizzed the
speeding motorists
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Facing up to the 
human cost of speeding

Knowsley’s
street works
Knowsley’s street works 
team ensures that roads 
and pavements across the 
borough are kept in a clear 
and unobstructed
condition for all users. 

very year, utility companies 
carry out around 4,000
excavations across Knowsley.

The team ensures that this work is
carried out safely, completed in the
time agreed and meets all legislative
requirements. 

The team makes sure that disruption
is kept to a minimum and roads are
left in a good condition. Since
January 2010, Knowsley’s street
works team has inspected over 2,100
utility works. The team also enforces
conditions under the Highways Act.
The most common offences under
this act are:

• Parked caravans or trailers causing 
an obstruction on the road

• Activities causing damage to a 
kerb or footway

• Trees or hedges overhanging 
footways

• Advertising boards causing an 
obstruction or distraction

• Driving over a footway or grass 
verge to access a private drive 

• Skips positioned dangerously or 
without permission

• Mixing mortar, cement or concrete
on the road or footway

• Posting notices on highways, 
structures or trees.

If you have any of these problems 
in your area you can report them to 
the street works team on 489 6000,
report online at: 

www.knowsley.gov.uk or email
nrswa.team@knowsley.gov.uk 

E

Involving the children in
this was vital to its success. We
are more than happy to play our
part in making our local roads
safer. Honest questions from
young children often have the
greatest impact.

Jan Cunningham
Head teacher

““
The council recently approved a
plan for investment in transport
schemes up to April 2013. The aim
is to improve the safety and
maintenance of Knowsley’s roads
and ensure good traffic flow.

Main investment:

Safety and security of
neighbourhoods: improving safety
with local schemes including traffic
calming and road improvements.

Sustainable access: investment to
encourage walking & cycling and
support for public transport.

Support for economic
regeneration: improving transport
and travel links to and from
shopping and retail centres and
main places of work.

Strategic highway network:
keeping Knowsley’s highways 
and bridges in good condition. 

We will work with partners,
including the community, to
maximise Knowsley’s transport 
and travel network.

Transportation
Capital Programme
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Sports and Physical
Activity Awards 2010

Everything you need 
to know about housing
Knowsley Council’s specialist Housing Options Service
provides information, advice and guidance on a full
range of housing-related issues, whatever your
circumstances.

Whether you’re a home owner, rent your
accommodation, are a landlord yourself, or worried 
about becoming homeless, there is plenty of support 
and information available. 

All details are available in the new-look information
booklets and leaflets in our One Stop Shops, libraries and
Knowsley Housing Trust offices. You can also find details
online at www.knowsley.gov.uk/residents/housing 

It’s time to celebrate the borough’s outstanding
achievers in the field of sport and physical activity. 

Count Us In
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K nowsley Council is giving you 
the opportunity to nominate 
those who have either excelled

in or made a difference to sports locally. 

Knowsley’s Sport and Physical Activity
Awards recognise and celebrate
individuals who work behind the
scenes to inspire Knowsley people 
of all ages to get active and strive for
great achievements. 

There are 12 award-winning categories
including Coach of the Year, Volunteer
of the Year, School Sports Team
Achievement, Active Achiever and
Disability Sport and Physical Activity

Achievement Award, amongst
many more.

You can make nominations online
via the Knowsley Council website 
at www.knowsley.gov.uk, pick up 
a nomination form in council
buildings, or alternatively contact
Knowsley Sport Development on
443 3870/3878.

The deadline for nominations is
Friday 24 September. Nominees 
will be invited to a prestigious
award ceremony held at Kirkby
Suite on Monday 11 October. 

Rugby star Paul Sculthorpe with
three of last year’s winners, Laura
Webb, Zak Smith and Jake Smith

Knowsley Council is working with parents to collect
more information on children and young people with
disabilities and special needs, and their families.

The project is called ‘Count Us In’, and it will help us
improve how we plan our services. If you are a parent
or carer for a disabled child, or you are a disabled
young person over the age of 16, you can call 443 3247
or email countusin@knowsley.gov.uk for more
information.



Kirkby Market opened on 6 September
1960 and has 130 stalls. It is open
every Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
and sells a wide variety of goods.

“We are delighted to be 
able to extend the range of 
services we offer to Knowsley
residents through our Register
Office. This means you will be 
able to do even more on your 
own doorstep, rather than having 
to travel elsewhere.

Cllr Ken Keith
Knowsley’s Cabinet Member 
for Corporate and Customer Services

“

“Kirkby Market is at the heart
of the town centre and draws
customers from a wide area.
I’m thrilled it has reached this
golden anniversary and that we
can also pay tribute to the
dedication and commitment 
of Mr Taker.

Cllr Dave Lonergan 
Cabinet Member for Regeneration, 
Economy and Skills

“
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Knowsley’s Register Office is now offering even more services for local residents.

he ever-popular Kirkby 
Market has celebrated its 
50th birthday with a family

fun day and a live radio broadcast.

Children’s entertainers, donkey rides
and music from the KCC Live radio
station marked the special day.

The market’s longest-serving trader,
Peter Taker, was also celebrated with
a plaque to mark his 50 years there.

“I love it here,” said Mr Taker, whose
son and daughters have also worked
in the business. “On my first day on
the way to the market, I asked
someone for directions and the fella
who told me still comes here today!”

From 1 October an express service 
to receive copies of marriage, civil
partnership, birth or death certificates
will be introduced at the office in
Prescot. This will allow you to get 
your certificate within just one hour,
rather than the standard 48 hours.

In addition to this, from 1 November 
a nationality checking service will be
available. This service will help people

applying for British Citizenship in
completing their application forms
and preparing their supporting
evidence.

If you would like to enquire about
either of these new services, please
contact Knowsley Register Office on
443 2900 or email
registrars@knowsley.gov.uk

T
Kirkby Market is 50!

New services at registrars

Photographs and images courtesy of Knowsley Archives

then...

now...

Peter Taker pictured with

his plaque on his stall
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Knowsley Council has introduced 
a charge for providing non-public
health-related pest control services. 
A £38 charge is now made for the
treatment of wasps, bees, ants and
other garden insects. The treatment
of mice and rats is still free.

If you need to book an appointment,
contact our Environmental Helpline
on 443 2400. Residents can book
online, if they have previously
registered their information with our
helpline. 

Payments can be made by credit or
debit card. We also accept cash
payments at our One Stop Shops.

Have 
your say
on the future 
of Knowsley

ork is continuing on a 
plan that will shape the 
future of the borough –

Knowsley’s Local Development
Framework (LDF). This will help us
decide where and how we provide
new homes, jobs, leisure & shopping
facilities and transport.

We’re now preparing the next stage
of the plan, collecting new research
and considering the valuable
comments we have already received.

We are looking forward to receiving
your feedback on the next stage in
early 2011. Look out for details of
this consultation in future editions
of Knowsley News. 

You can track progress, view studies
and background material, and
review the comments received at
the last consultation online at
www.knowsley.gov.uk/LDF

Or call the LDF team on 443 2326
for further information.
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Business in Knowsley

Latest hit for Oasis

QVC permanent apprentice
teenager with a taste for IT 
has scooped a permanent job
after joining the Knowsley

Apprentice programme.

Nineteen-year-old Neil Webster (left)
from Huyton, was always keen on
computers but found he was more of 
a hands-on person than an academic.
In 2008, Neil successfully secured an
apprenticeship with QVC, the UK’s
leading television shopping channel. 

Neil said, “I wanted a job rather than
staying a student. I went for an
interview and got the place at QVC 
as a technical service apprentice. 
I was really surprised by how much 
I enjoyed it. I didn’t know how well 
I would fit in with the whole 9-to-5

Huyton-based Noel Gallagher made a
hit when he named his company after
the band headed up by his namesake.

His Oasis Oven Cleaning firm has 
won Knowsley’s Fresh Start Best New
Entrepreneur Award in the men’s
category.

Noel, 52, set up the firm last year, 
after he was made redundant from 
his job as a maintenance engineer 
at Associated Biscuits.

thing. I was put with a good team
and given a lot of support and loved
it. I think I’ve really grown up in the
18months that I have been 
at QVC. I still like a laugh but I’ve
matured into one of the team.”

Neil now has a permanent post as 
a technical operator within the
Technology Department. 

Andy Clark, Neil’s first manager at 
QVC, said it was the young man’s
attitude that led to his success; 
“He has developed from a young lad
into a very capable young adult who 
is doing a really good job for us,” 
said Andy. “He came here eager to
learn and eager to do more – the ideal
candidate.”

He secured a £500 Fresh Start grant,
business advice and invested heavily
himself. He said, “I’m thrilled. It’s not
easy starting your own business but
Knowsley Council’s Fresh Start Gateway
has given me the support and
encouragement I needed.”

You can contact Fresh Start on 477 4000
or visit www.myfreshstart.co.uk

Oasis Oven Cleaning is on 290 0497
or visit www.oasisovencleaning.com

Cllr Ron Round presents Noel with his award at Fresh Start’s Enterprise Zone in Knowsley Flower
Show. (Picture by Caroline Merrie, of Merrie Designs, design@merrie.co.uk)

Business first to take
up growth grant 

Kirkby-based Ennis Powder 
Coatings has become the first
company to reap the benefits of
Knowsley Council’s Small Business
Growth Grant. 

The firm used the grant to buy a 
new machine so it can gain larger
contracts. The move secured six 
jobs and created five new ones.
Company founder Barry Ennis, said,
“The grant is a great help to small
businesses like ours who have the
ability to grow, but struggle to gain
the financial support to move
forward.”

The grants range from £2,000
to £10,000 and are for capital
expenditure. Firms that have been
trading for more than two years 
are eligible. Cllr Dave Lonergan,
Knowsley’s Cabinet Member for
Regeneration, Economy and Skills,
said, “It can be tough for any small
business to grow at the moment 
but there is help available and we’d
encourage people to talk to our
business liaison team on 477 4000.”

A
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Knowsley News

New proposals for Kirkby

The plans are in for Raven Court
These exciting
proposals will create a
much-needed thriving
shopping centre for the
residents of Halewood.

ew plans for the 
redevelopment of Kirkby 
town centre have now been

submitted to the council for planning
approval. The proposals prepared by
Spenhill (the regeneration subsidiary
of Tesco) were showcased at a
consultation event back in July and
propose a new Tesco superstore, new
retail units, improved public open
space and other improvements to the
town centre. 

For the latest up-to-date
information about the
planning application,
public consultation
activities and committee
decision dates, please visit
www.knowsley.gov.uk

planning application for the 
new modern shopping centre 
in Raven Court, Halewood, has

recently been received by the council
and is being examined by the planning
team. Meanwhile, we are continuing
to prepare the properties on site for
demolition. 

The plans from Neptune Developments
will centre on a 17,000 sq ft Aldi
supermarket. In addition, the plans 
will propose additional larger units
totalling around 20,000 sq ft and
smaller units totalling around 8,000
sq ft, a new bus interchange facility, 
car parking and potentially a
pub/restaurant.

N

A
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Regenerate Knowsley

upils from Nine Tree and 
Brookside primary schools 
in Stockbridge Village have

been showing off their artistic skills
by designing and painting hoardings
to surround the development of 
their new school.

The new Stockbridge Village Primary
School development is part of the
wider project to regenerate the village
centre. The pupils were asked to come
up with ideas of what they wanted
their new school and village square to
look like and imagine how they could
use the facilities once built. 

More information
Now that the detailed plans to
transform Stockbridge Village
Centre have been formally
approved, contractors Morgan
Sindall are now on site and already
working hard to deliver the new
facilities and buildings. 

You can get regular updates 
on progress in this magazine, 
the Village Times, via
www.knowsley.gov.uk or 
through the regular Stockbridge
Village update newsletter which 
is distributed in the village.  

P

More good news

The Merseyside Police Authority
has formally agreed the funding to
provide a dedicated Police Access
Point within the new facilities in
Stockbridge Village. The space,
which will be located in the new
Neighbourhood Centre, will be
used as a base for the local
neighbourhood policing teams. 

The inclusion of this element to the
scheme follows feedback from the
community, who saw this as a
crucial part of the successful
regeneration of their area.  

“I’ve been really impressed by the creativity the children have shown
and how they have really brought their ideas to life in their paintings. 

We see young people as key to the future success of the area and
therefore it is wonderful that we have been able to engage with them so
early on in the building process. The community in Stockbridge Village
has always been so supportive of our plans and we will continue to
involve them in all aspects of our work here.

Cllr Dave Lonergan 
Cabinet Member for Regeneration, 
Economy and Skills 

“

School children get behind
Stockbridge Village regeneration

Visit page 21…

…to see photos of the Safer
Knowsley Partnership Stockbridge
Village football tournament, which
saw teams including Knowsley
Council, Merseyside Police and
Villages Housing, take on local
neighbourhood teams to help
break down barriers and build
relationships in the area. 

Cllr Dave Lonergan, Knowsley’s Cabinet Member for Regeneration,
Economy and Skills with children from Brookside Primary School
painting the hoardings

Cllr Dave Lonergan and Ray Clarke, Senior Project Manager from Morgan Sindall,
with children from Nine Tree Primary and their finished hoardings
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The summer is a great time
to get out and about in
Knowsley, and this year was
no exception.

Over 50,000 people attended
the fun and exciting events
in our communities this
summer, from the famous
Knowsley Flower Show to
town centre fun days.
No matter what your age
or interests, there was
something for everyone.
Here’s just a few of the
fantastic events that took
place... do you recognise
anyone?

Eyes Wide Open

Eyes Wide Open was a 10-day
exhibition at Kirkby Library which
showcased a collection of stunning
photographs. The display was the
work of five young people from
Knowsley, aged 16 to 19 years,
who all have a visual or hearing
impairment. The exhibition reflected
their hopes and fears about their
transition into adulthood, and
received glowing praise from
everyone who visited it.

Summer snaps!
Knowsley’s

Halewood festival
flamenco dancers

TThhoommaass  WWiilllliiaammss  

aatt  EEyyeess  WWiiddee  OOppeenn

KKnnoowwsslleeyy  FFlloowweerr  SShhooww

Knowsley Flower Show

Over 18,000 people attended the
flower show this year, making it the
biggest yet. The flowers were in full
bloom and visitors enjoyed music 
and dance performances, a farmers’
market and a host of fun-filled
activities for the whole family.

KKnnoowwsslleeyy  FFlloowweerr  SShhooww

KKnnoowwsslleeyy  FFlloowweerr  SShhooww



Special World Cup tournament 

Recs Roby Junior Football Club
organised a special World Cup event
in memory of Huyton teenager
Stephanie Tobin. All proceeds raised
were donated to Lyndale Cancer Care.

Charity Golf tournament

Congratulations to Liam Round who
won ‘best individual player’ in a 
special charity golf tournament, 
which raised cash for the Mayor of
Knowsley’s charities. The event was
held in memory of Philip Foulkes, 
the son of the late Mayor of Knowsley, 
Cllr Mick Foulkes. 

Town centre fun days

The town centres in Huyton, Prescot
and Kirkby were a hive of activity 
with lots of family-friendly activities 
on throughout the summer. As well 
as fairground rides, the children
enjoyed playing hook a duck, 
mini-striker, face painting, circus skills
and donkey rides. KCC Live, Knowsley
Community College’s radio station,
even turned up to provide live music
and entertainment.

Phew... What a scorcher!

WWoorrlldd  CCuupp  ttoouurrnnaammeenntt
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Active Knowsley
Challenge

Play Day at Jubilee Park, Huyton

Play Days

Knowsley organised five Play Days
across the borough to celebrate
National Play Day. The events, which
were free to attend, encouraged
children to get outside and play
during the summer holidays. The
activities included arts & crafts, circus
skills, den building, games and sports. 
Over 2,000 children and young people
attended the events at our wonderful
Play Pathfinder natural play spaces.

PPllaayy  DDaayy  aatt  JJuubbiilleeee  PPaarrkk,,HHuuyyttoonn

PPllaayy  DDaayy  aatt  JJuubbiilleeee  PPaarrkk,,HHuuyyttoonn

TThhee  MMaayyoorr  ooff  KKnnoowwsslleeyy  
CCllllrr  DDiiaannee  RReeiidd

pprreesseennttss  tthhee  ttrroopphhyy
TToowwnn  cceennttrree  ffuunn  ddaayyss

TToowwnn  cceennttrree  ffuunn  ddaayyss
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egular school attendance is 
important as it leads to good 
levels of achievement, builds

self-confidence and shows a
potential employer that a young
person is reliable.

School attendance is a priority in
Knowsley. Children should be
encouraged to attend as much as
possible – a good level of attendance
in school is over 95%.

90% attendancemay appear to be
positive but it is the equivalent of
having half a day off every week.  

90% attendance over the school year
will equate to four whole weeks of
lessons MISSED!!! 

A change to the school holiday policy
came into effect on 31 August. Only
five days leave may be authorised
during term-time for holidays or in
exceptional circumstances. This is not
an automatic entitlement.

Applications for holidays during 
term-time must be made in writing 
to the head teacher/principal at least
four working weeks prior to the
requested start of the holiday. A form
can be obtained from the school office.

Each application will be considered on
its own merits, including the impact
on the pupil’s education, their overall
attendance pattern and whether tests
or examinations are taking place in
the lead up to and during the period
of absence.

Parents are also reminded that
allowing your child to be absent from
school for holidays and other similar
reasons are unacceptable and are
known as unauthorised absence.
Continued unauthorised absence can
lead to prosecution.

With the start of the new school term, pupils and parents
are reminded to give school attendance 100%.

R

Better attendance by 
pupils at school improves their
educational achievements and,
in turn, their lives and prospects.
We are working hard to reduce
school absenteeism, so that
pupils can receive a greater
benefit from their education. 
I would encourage pupils, and
their parents, to give school
attendance 100%.

Cllr Graham Wright 
Cabinet Member for Children 
and Family Services

“

“



Now that Knowsley’s seven
centres for learning have
completed their first 
academic year, both GCSE 
and A-level results have shown
that they are on the up and being used 
to their full potential, with happy, 
well-educated students and dedicated staff.

In focus
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hoosing a secondary school for
your child is always a difficult 
decision to make, which is why

Knowsley provides you with all the
information you need to make the
right choice. In September there will
be an open evening at each centre
for learning.

At the open evenings you will be able
to see for yourself how fabulous the
facilities are at the centres for learning
by going on a tour with your child and
family. You will also have the
opportunity to meet the principal and
staff and ask any questions you may
have about the curriculum, learning
environment, sports activities and
anything else you might like to know.

You will also be able to talk to other
children who are already learning at
the centre so that they can tell you 
what they think about their new
environment.

You can find out more about each
centre for learning on our website
www.knowsley.gov.uk

Submit your application for
secondary school choice no later than
31 October 2010. The Knowsley
secondary admission booklet 2011/12,
containing the paper application form,
is available from mid-September. 

Copies will also be available from
Knowsley One Stop Shops and
libraries. The booklet also has details
of how to apply online through the
Knowsley website.

Remember:
Knowsley residents must apply using
the Knowsley admissions booklet,
regardless of which school you wish
to attend.

C Kirkby Sports College, 
Centre for Learning
Tuesday 14 September,
4.30pm to 6.30pm

Knowsley Park Centre for Learning
Wednesday 15 September,
5.30pm to 7.30pm

Christ The King Centre for Learning
Thursday 16 September, 
4pm to 7pm 
(Joint Catholic/Church of England)

Halewood Centre for Learning
Monday 20 September,
6.30pm to 8.30pm

St Edmund Arrowsmith Catholic
Centre for Learning
Tuesday 21 September,
6.30pm to 8.30pm

All Saints Catholic Centre for Learning
Wednesday 22 September,
5pm to 7.30pm

Huyton Arts & Sports Centre
for Learning
Thursday 23 September,
5pm to 7pm

Making the 
right choice 
for your child’s
secondary 
education
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South Huyton

South Kirkby

North Kirkby

Halewood

24%

32%

27%

29%

26%

28%
Prescot, Whiston, Cronton 
and Knowsley Village

North Huyton

Thanks to everyone for your great
recycling efforts, which have been
boosted by increased garden waste
in your blue bins during the
summer months.

Here’s how we’re doing across the
borough:

How are we doing?

(Average recycling rate for England – 
08/09 - 37.6%)

So, whilst recycling rates in
Knowsley are still moving in the
right direction, there are still lots 
of things we can do to recycle even
more.

• If you would like a larger blue bin
for your garden waste then please
give us a call on 443 2400.  

• Also, why not sign up to our
weekly food waste recycling
service? It’s easy to take part, 
it’s clean and is collected the 
same day as your other bins! 

Schools opt for food
waste recycling
Knowsley’s food waste recycling service has now
been rolled out to all schools and centres for
learning across the borough.

C addies have been installed in school canteens to collect food waste 
for recycling. Staff and pupils are recycling their scraps, which are 
then collected for composting to produce soil improver.

Some schools are taking this a step further by making their own compost
which can be used on school gardens. Meanwhile, the food waste recycling
service for householders is becoming increasingly popular, with almost 8,000
residents now taking advantage of the weekly collections. 

To sign up for the food waste recycling service, call 443 2400, register on our
website www.knowsley.gov.uk or call into any council One Stop Shop.

Switch on to recycling 

Did you know you can recycle your 
old hairdryers, toasters, kettles and
any other small waste electrical,
electronic equipment (WEEE) at the
household waste recycling centres 
in Huyton or Kirkby? 

To help boost WEEE recycling rates,
children at Malvern Primary School
have been leading the way, 
recycling their old equipment, 
as well as other items such as clothes
and shoes.

Recycle your 
catalogues
With many families picking up 
new catalogues from stores such
as Argos, Knowsley Council is
encouraging residents to recycle
their old catalogues, rather than
throwing them in the bin.

It’s never been easier to recycle
in Knowsley. Simply put your old
catalogues in your grey recycling
bin and do your bit for the
environment.

Cllr Graham Morgan, Cabinet Member for Neighbourhood Delivery,
meets some keen recyclers at Malvern Primary School



19

In focus

ar from being a victimless crime, 
the illegal tobacco trade makes it 
easier for children to start

smoking, takes advantage of cash-
strapped families, and helps fund
organised crime.

A recent survey amongst young people
for Trading Standards North West
highlighted:

• Over 8,000 teenagers aged 14 to 17
admitted buying fake cigarettes last
year in the north west.

• Nearly one in five (19%) bought
from street sellers, vans, neighbours
or private houses.

• 60% had bought packs of cigarettes
with health warnings in a foreign
language.

• Up to 50% said they had bought 
fake cigarettes.

Responding to these findings and
public concern, Knowsley Council is
supporting the ‘Get Some Answers’
campaign, launched by Smokefree
North West.

The council has a dedicated Tobacco
Control Enforcement Officer to tackle
the problem of illegal cigarettes. In the
last three years, we have worked in
partnership with HM Revenue &
Customs and Merseyside Police,
resulting in the seizure of over 
300,000 illegal cigarettes and 104 kilos
of hand-rolled tobacco from the streets
of Knowsley. 

Illegal tobacco might not
sound like such a big
deal, but for many people
living in Knowsley, it’s a
real burning issue.

If you have information about illegal cigarettes in your area, call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or Knowsley Council’s 
Trading Standards Officers via 443 2000.

F

“Illegal tobacco is easily available and cheap, making
it one of the main reasons why children and young
people are able to start smoking. Buying illegal tobacco
is not a victimless crime – it not only impacts on the
health of the community, but also on legitimate local
business. This campaign helps highlight the issue and
ask residents to stop and think about where their cheap
tobacco originally comes from, even if they think they’re
buying from a trusted source.

Cllr Ken Keith
Cabinet Member for Corporate and Customer Services

“
Taking illegal 
tobacco off 
our streets
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Stop hate – It’s your call
nowsley Council and its 
partners are working with 
local communities to raise

awareness of hate crime, and to let
them know where they can get
advice and support.

Hate crime is any criminal offence
which is perceived by the victim or any
other person as being motivated by
prejudice or hate based on a person’s
race, religious belief, sexual orientation,
disability, age or transgender status.
These are known as protected
characteristics.

Hate crime includes name calling,
verbal abuse, bullying, harassment,
spitting, physical attacks, damage to
property, graffiti, written notes, emails
and text messages. 

From October, a new law comes into
effect offering protection for not only
victims, but also those who are associated
with someone who has a protected
characteristic, for example, if you are
harassed because your son is gay.

If you’ve been affected by hate crime, 
we can help you. Call our dedicated
helpline on 0800 953 4433. We will offer
you support and give you practical
assistance to help you decide what to
do next.

The helpline is staffed by specially
trained operators and the number will
not show up on your telephone bill.

Knowsley’s Housing Partnership has
developed two possible visions for
our housing services and we want 
you to decide which one to use. 

The Housing Vision will support the
values and objectives in our Housing
Strategy. And the strategy can only be
successful if we have the backing,
support and views from our residents. 

Your options are:

1. Delivering quality housing 
through choice for all in Knowsley

2. Housing choices for life

Let us know which one you prefer by
emailing housing@knowsley.gov.uk
or call 443 2336.

You decide Knowsley’s
Housing Vision

Alternatively, contact Stop Hate UK (available 24 hours a day)
on 0800 138 1625 or go to www.stophateuk.org
In an emergency, dial 999.

Sy
lv

este
r needs your vote!

Sylvester Primary School, Huyton, 
is on the verge of scooping a £12,000
makeover for its canteen... but it
needs your help to win!

The pupils and staff at the school worked
tirelessly to put together their entry for the
nationwide ‘Canteen Rescue’ competition
(part of the School Food Trust), and they
are one of only 10 finalists to be selected.
The entire school has got behind the
competition and has put together
petitions, questionnaires, poems and even
produced a short film on why they should
win. The final stage of the competition is
an online vote and the five schools to
receive the most votes will win the once-in-
a-lifetime makeover. Voting opens on
4 October, so support Sylvester by voting 
at www.getreal.uk.com/canteenrescue

K



The Knowsley
Partnership is
improving
communication 
with the community
using Knowsley
Community
Messaging. 

This is a free message alert system 
that links the Knowsley Partnership 
and the community by providing
up-to-date, relevant and timely
information to its members.
Join Knowsley Community
Messaging and we can inform you
by email, voicemail to your home
phone, or text message about
local crime issues, neighbourhood
information, health & wellbeing,
and activities and opportunities
specific to where you live or work. 
If you have any information about
crime or other issues in your area
you can also reply to our messages
confidentially, all from the comfort
of your own home. 

Despite the weather, 
the event was a huge success. 
The tournament forms part 
of a range of events we hope 
to run, aimed at bringing the
community together to
challenge some of the negative
images the area has attracted
over recent years.

“

Steve Agger
Service Director for Crime and Disorder,
who played in the Knowsley Council team 
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No sour grapes in 
football tournament
Local team ‘The Famous Grapes’ 
won the Safer Knowsley Partnership
football tournament in Stockbridge
Village. Local neighbourhood teams
played against Knowsley Council,
Merseyside Police and Villages
Housing to help build relationships 
in the area. 

The 12-team five-a-side tournament
took place at Pool Hey fields and 
was organised by the Safer 
Knowsley Partnership 
and Knowsley Sports 
Development.

It’s now been a year since Merseyside
Probation Trust and their Community
Payback teams started working with 
the Safer Knowsley Partnership. 

Community Payback is a punishment handed out 
by the court where offenders pay back to local
communities for the harm that they caused. 
They wear high-visibility orange jackets and carry 
out tasks such as clearing litter and dog fouling, 
tackling fly-tipping and graffiti removal. In the last
year, 1,155 offenders have carried out over 8,000
hours of Community Payback, clearing over 86 tonnes
of rubbish from across Knowsley. You can nominate
areas for Community Payback at your local Police And
Communities Together meetings; you can find your
nearest meeting by visiting www.knowsley.gov.uk

Community Payback
one year on
“

The free and easy way
to find out what’s
happening in Knowsley

To register or to find out more visit
www.knowsleycommunitymessaging.org
or call 777 6217.



Emily (left) and her sister Sophie try out
the new cycling track

Green Neighbour
Challenge
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Huyton school girl Emily Bell is
on track for cycling success after
asking the council for a new bike
training area for local youngsters.

Emily, 10, a pupil at Blacklow Brow
Primary School, wrote to ask for a
new cycle training track to be built
alongside the new Play Pathfinder
play space at McGoldrick Park,
Huyton. Her letter prompted a
positive response, with the council
extending the work on the new play
area to include a cycle track, built to
cycle test standards.

Did you know?

T

Roby Sea Cadet
wins top award

Knowsley Council is on the look-out
for residents in the Bowring Park area
keen to reduce their carbon footprint
– and household bills.

The council is helping the Bowring Park
Residents Association to set up and run
a climate change champion
programme for local residents.
If successful, the scheme will be rolled
out across the borough. The Green
Neighbour Challenge will involve a
group of households who will work
closely with the council’s climate
change and community teams over
a 12-month period. They will receive
money-saving advice and information
on their energy use, water
consumption, travel patterns, recycling
behaviour and shopping habits.
For further information, or to get
involved, contact Chris Birtles on
443 2480 or Daniel Wilson on 443 3387.

On track to
cycling success

housands of residents
enjoyed a great, green day
out at this year’s Knowsley

Green Fayre at Court Hey Park,
organised by Knowsley Council and
the National Wildflower Centre.

An exciting line-up of activities
included street theatre, hands-on
circus skills and pottery workshops.
There were also green activities
and food and energy saving
demonstrations, a smart driving
simulator, as well as a farmers’
market. The stage was once again
powered by ‘Magnificent Revolution’
– a six bicycle dynamo which
provided the electricity for an
exciting line-up of acoustic acts.A great, green day out

Cllr Eddie Connor, Cabinet Member for
Leisure, Community and Culture, with
residents at the Green Fayre

oby Sea Cadet, Beverley
Marriette, has won a top
award at the annual Duke

of Westminster Awards Ceremony
for CVQO (Cadet Vocational
Qualification Organisation).

She was awarded the Directors’
Prize by CVQO Executive Director
Guy Horridge (pictured) for her
achievements within the local Sea
Cadet Corps and her local
community. Huyton Sea Cadets,
based in McGoldrick Park, Huyton,
are recruiting now. For further
details, contact 480 9636 on
Mondays or Thursdays between
7pm and 9.30pm, or visit
http://units.ms-sc.org/huyton

R

You can drop in to the South
Huyton office to tell us about
incidents of anti-social behaviour,
litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at Poplar House,
Poplar Bank, Huyton, L36 9WU



Did you know?

Your neighbourhood

North Huyton

Award for community garden project

Jubilee Park and pavilion have been
boosted by a £320,000 facelift.

Community groups and councillors
attended a celebration fun day at the
Dinas Lane park to mark the £320,000
Play Pathfinder investment. The project
has provided a new play space for 8 to
13 year olds, a toddlers’ play area and

Marled Hey mound removed

T he success of Pool Hey
Community Garden in
Stockbridge has been

recognised with another award.

Community representatives attended
the Community Foundation ‘Spirit of
Merseyside’ Awards ceremony
hosted by the Duke of Westminster,
and picked up the prestigious Green
Machine Award. The award, which
recognises the best community
projects on Merseyside, supports
projects that enhance, improve or
conserve the local environment,
whilst creating a sense of pride in
the local area.

Stockbridge residents are celebrating
the removal of a local eyesore and the
creation of awoodland project nearby.
A hugemound at the rear of houses in
Marled Hey which was a hotspot for
anti-social behaviour and crime has
been removed, thanks to the efforts of

Celebration for Jubilee Park facelift

Page Moss residents met with
council workers and managers to
ensure that services are meeting
the needs of the local community,
today and in the future.

The ‘Big Conversation’ event is part
of the Government’s Connecting
Communities initiative. This is aimed
at building stronger links between
local groups, breaking down barriers
and giving residents more of a say in
the future of their community.

The Big Conversation

23

Joyce McGowan, Sophie
McGowan, Evie Smith and Ellie
Smith at the community garden

local councillors and the Stockbridge
neighbourhood team. Thousands of
tonnes of earth were removed from
the site which will soon be covered
by wildflowers and add to the beauty
of the newMab Lane community
woodland nearby.

You can call in to the North
Huyton office to tell us about
incidents of anti-social behaviour,
litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at Poplar House,
Poplar Bank, Huyton, L36 9WU

improvements to the bowling green.
There was also the official re-opening
of the park pavilion which has been
given a new lease of life and is now
home to the council’s Green Space
Ranger, play service team and Friends
of Jubilee Park. A new community café
is also being developed with social
enterprise, CREATE.

L-R: Tom Cross (Friends of Jubilee Park), Knowsley Council Greenspace Officer Cath Sheil,
Cllr Veronica McNeill, Cllr Brian O’Hare, Cllr Eddie Connor, Cllr Ken McGlashan,
Deputy Mayor Cllr Christine O’Hare and Tina Whitehead (Friends of Jubilee Park)
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Did you know?
You can call in to the South Kirkby
office to tell us about incidents
of anti-social behaviour, litter
problemsor anything else you think
we could help sort out. You will
find us at the One Stop Shop,
Cherryfield Drive, Kirkby, L32 1TX

South Kirkby

project to help children at
10 primary schools in central
Kirkby improve their speech

and language gets underway this
month.

Kirkby is one of only five areas
nationally to receive funding to
provide specialist speech and
language support, as part of the
‘A Chance to Talk, Make Chatter
Matter’ project launched last year.

The project will provide specialist
help for teachers to develop a whole
school approach to speech and
language development that involves
parents, as well as helping individual
children.

AA Chance to Talk

More than 400 residents attended
a Southdene Good Neighbours
Day at the local community centre.
The event promoted activities for all
ages, and included dance, music,
sport, arts & crafts and face painting.

All the local organisations, groups
and residents involved gave their
time for free.

Southdene Neighbours Day

Festival hits new heights
Bigger and better than ever – that
was the verdict on this year’s Kirkby
Festival.

The event, at Millbrook Park
Millennium Green, was the biggest
in the festival’s 11-year history, with
more than 60 community groups
taking part. As well as fun arts &
crafts activities, the hundreds of
locals who flocked to the event were
entertained by local dance and
singing groups, and enjoyed
demonstrations by the army, scouts,
sports development andother partners.
Organised by the Millbrook
Millennium Green Trust, the festival
was supported by the Grassroots
Fund, Knowsley Council, KHT,
Riverside and Arena Housing, LHT,
Comic Relief and Sonae.

Get Growing in

Westvale
A group of community volunteers in
Westvale are celebrating the success
of new gardening and environment
projects.

The group organised a ‘Get Growing’
workshop, supported by Landlife,
to give residents advice on sowing,
growing, harvesting and food
preparation.

As a result, a garden space has been
created in the courtyard of Westvale
Community Centre. Anyone wanting
to get involved with the group can
call Margie Metcalf on 07810 054149.

Knowsley Council’s Lesley Armstrong
(right) with the ‘Get Growing’ group (L-R):
Yvonne Horton, Mary Bentham,
Val Coyne, Pam Quigley and Lorna Gill



Your neighbourhood

North Kirkby

Did you know?
You can call in to the North Kirkby
office to tell us about incidents of
anti-social behaviour, litter problems
or anything else you think we could
help sort out. You will find us at
Kirkby One Stop Shop, Cherryfield
Drive, Kirkby, L32 1TX
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o you know a good
neighbour? That was
the question asked by

organisers of the first Good
Neighbours Day in Kirkby town
centre earlier this month.

The event attracted hundreds of
residents of all ages who enjoyed a
fun day out, whilst finding out more

D

Northwood
funding boost
Northwood has been awarded up
to £2m in regeneration funding,
thanks to the Big Lottery Fund’s
Big Local Trust.

Northwood is one of 150
neighbourhoods across England
awarded the cash from a £200m
fund aimed at boosting areas which
have previously been refused
funding support. The money will
be spent over the next 10 years to
support projects identified by local
people such as skills training,
education, play areas and
community centres. Voluntary
and community groupswill be
able to apply for funding from
autumn 2011.

The Big Local Trustwill beworking
with the council, residents and
partner agencies to set up funding
schemes.

‘Safe, clean and green’
team hits the streets

Residents in the Tower Hill,
Northwood and Kirkby Park areas
of North Kirkby were visited by
members of a new problem-
solving group from the council,
fire and rescue, KHT and the police.

The group meets monthly to
tackle crime, anti-social behaviour
and the environment. Successes to
date include reductions in burglary
at hotspot locations and the
clean-up of various grot spots.

For further information please
call 443 4491.

Tower Hill Community Charity

A new community charity is helping
to improve the health of residents in
Tower Hill. The Tower Hill Community
Charity has been set up by local health
and education professionals, as well as
community members, to raise funds to
support initiatives aimed at improving
health care and education in the
community.

For more information call 244 4001 or
visitwww.towerhillcc.org.uk

There has been an increase in
fly-tipping in North Kirkby over
recent weeks. This is a criminal
offence which can carry a penalty
of up to £50,000. It is a burden to
the taxpayer, creates an eyesore
and is a common cause of fires.
Residents with information about
fly-tipping incidents can contact the
environmental helpline on
443 2400. If you have waste which
is too big for your household bin,
you can contact Knowsley’s Bulky
Waste Collection Service which
collects up to five household items
for a £10 charge. Ring 443 2400 for
more information.

Fly-tipping increase

Good Neighbours Day
about the Good Neighbours
campaign across the borough.
Residents were asked to nominate
neighbours who have made a
positive contribution to their
community. The winners of the
Good Neighbours awards will be
announced in November.
(see page 5 for more information)



Halewood

Halewood Culturefest

Did you know?
You can call in to the Halewood
office to tell us about incidents
of anti-social behaviour, litter
problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at New Hutte
Neighbourhood Centre, Lichfield
Road, Halewood L26 1TT

Knowsley News
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at walks and brass bands
were just two of the events
enjoyed by residents during

the latest Halewood Culturefest.

Now in its third year, the Culturefest
provides ‘A Taste of Halewood’ in a
variety of cultural, ecological, sporting
andmusical events. Highlights included
a triple choir concert featuring the
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra,
as well as a Culturefest cricket match,
performances from the Bentley
Operatic Society, Valley Brass and a local
drama group. A ‘bat walk’ was also
staged by the council’s ranger service.

A photo exhibition showing the
Halewood of yesteryear was among
the highlights of events held to
celebrate National FamiliesWeek.

Residents of all ages reminisced over a
display of more than 500 photographs,
with some dating back to the 1940s.
Other events based around New Hutte
Neighbourhood Centre included bingo,
ice skating, soccer schools, quiz night,
car boot sale, community clean-up and
a fabulous fun day attended by over
400 people.

There was even an attempt to break
the world record for the most people
taking part in a three-legged race!
Led by Torrington Drive Community
Association, the events were supported
by Knowsley Council, Halewood
Children’s Centre staff and partner
agencies.

Halewood through
the ages

One of the first ever formal
inspections of a children’s centre
in the UK has given Halewood’s
Cherry Tree Children’s Centre a
resounding seal of approval.

The OFSTED inspectors declared
Cherry Tree Children’s Centre:

“…a good and improving children’s
centre which achieves good
outcomes because of good
provision and outstanding
leadership and management.”

It also achieved an ‘outstanding’
grade for its development of
partnership working in Halewood.
For further information on Halewood
Children’s Centre services contact
Gerry Allen on 443 2191.

OFSTED praise for
children’s centre

Left: The Liverpool Philharmonic Youth Choir
with Halewood Mayor Cllr Sue Smith,
Musical Director Simon Emery, and Richard
McCullagh, Culturefest patron.

A record-breaking 6,000 visitors
attended the Halewood festival,
enjoying the fantastic atmosphere
and all the indoor and outdoor
activities on offer.

The highlight of the day was the
popular Rose Queen Parade which
saw Olivia Townsend crowned
Rose Queen 2010. The children’s
animal-themed fancy dress
competition was won by Ben
Coleman who came dressed as a
snazzy snail.

For information on next year’s
festival contact Carla Simkin
on 443 5619.

Halewood Festival
lives up to expectations!



27

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village

Your neighbourhood

E

Did you know?
You can call in to the Prescot,
Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley
Village office to tell us about
incidents of anti-social behaviour,
litter problems or anything else you
think we could help sort out.
You will find us at George Howard
Community Centre, Lickers Lane,
Whiston, Prescot L35 3SR

The Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and
Knowsley Village Area Partnership
Board has decided its priorities for
the year:

• Tackling alcohol misuse
• Increasing life chances for young
people

• Increasing recycling

The neighbourhood teamworks with
partner agencies and local councillors
to develop initiatives aimed at
changing negative behaviour into
positive behaviour; for example
encouraging residents to recycle more
and drink responsibly.

We will keep you updated on new
developments in the coming months.

Area Partnership
Board Priorities

ighteen-year-old Paul Leigh
joined the Knowsley
Apprentice scheme 18 months

ago. Here’s his story:

“I have been working in your area
as a Knowsley Apprentice for
Knowsley Council, based at the
George Howarth Centre in Whiston.

“During my time here I have gained
qualifications and gathered vital
work experience helping local
residents solve their problems.
My job has involved working with
partners such as Merseyside Police,
Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service
and Knowsley Housing Trust.
I have helped out with many big

projects in the area such as
Community Champions, ‘Game On’
and the new transport survey. In total
I have been successful in gaining
funding from Knowsley Housing
Trust for projects totalling over
£13,000.

“Working on projects for the
community has been challenging
and very enjoyable. I would like to
thank all the residents and partner
agencies I have worked with for their
help and support. When I finish my
apprenticeship I would like to do a
degree course which will allow me
to work with young people and the
community.”

WearenowonFacebook! If youwant to
keepup-to-datewithwhat is happening
in your area, search for ‘Prescot,Whiston,
Cronton andKnowsley Village
Neighbourhood Team’ and join the
group. You can also raise issueswith us
and join in debates regarding your area
and local services.

group
Transport
Survey
Youwill hopefully have had a copy
of our Transport Survey drop through
your letter box recently.

The survey is aimed at improving
transport provision across the area.
Please help us to do this by
completing the survey and returning
it in the Freepost envelope provided.

We’re running a prize draw with a
bike as the top prize to encourage
local people to get involved.

Focus on a
Knowsley Apprentice



6 September to 14 November
Knowsley’s Open Art Exhibition 2010
Kirkby Library
Now in its 10th year, the Knowsley Open Art
Exhibition 2010 showcases a diverse range of
visual art created by people who live, work or
study in Knowsley. New this year – junior
exhibition dedicated to budding artists between
the ages of 11 and 17 years.
Contact: Knowsley Arts and Heritage Service
443 5617

Saturday 18 September
Discovering nature
HuytonWetlands
10am to 12 noon
Discover the flora and fauna of this valuable
wetland. All children must be accompanied
by an adult.
Contact: Rangers 443 2431

Saturday 18 September
Pet show
Court Hey Park
1pm to 3pm
Bring along your pets and enter them in
the show, categories for all shapes and sizes.
Please arrive by 1pm for registration.
Contact: South Huyton Rangers 443 3114

Saturday 18 September
and Saturday 2 October
Bird feeders
Copthorne Community Centre (18 September)
Mill Farm Community Centre (2October)
1pm to 4pm both days
Help keep our feathered friends full and happy
over the winter months
by making a bird feeder
to hang in your garden.
All materials provided.
Contact:
Kevin 07810 054159
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Meetings in Knowsley
Council
Wednesday 27 October, 6pm

Cabinet
Wednesday 22 September, 2pm
Wednesday 13 October, 2pm
Wednesday 10 November, 2pm
Wednesday 8 December, 2pm

Planning Committee
Thursday 16 September, 6pm
Thursday 14 October, 6pm
Thursday 11 November, 6pm
Thursday 9 December, 6pm

Appeals Committee
Tuesday 5 October, 10am
Tuesday 2 November, 10am

Licensing Committee
Thursday 7 October, 2pm
Thursday 2 December, 2pm

Governance and Audit Committee
Tuesday 21 September, 4pm

Standards Committee
Thursday 30 September, 5pm

Town Centre Committee
Wednesday 15 September, 4.30pm
Wednesday 1 December, 4.30pm

Joint Cabinet/PCT Meeting
Wednesday 6 October, 2pm

Halewood Area Partnership Board
Tuesday 12 October, 6pm

South Huyton Area Partnership Board
Wednesday 13 October, 4pm

North Huyton Area Partnership Board
Thursday 14 October, 9.30am

South Kirkby Area Partnership Board
Tuesday 19 October, 4pm

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley
Village Area Partnership Board
Wednesday 20 October, 2pm

North Kirkby Area Partnership Board
Thursday 21 October, 4pm

Area Partnership Board Co-ordinating Group
Monday 1 November, 4pm

Economic Development and Environment
Scrutiny Committee
Monday 13 September, 6pm
Monday 15 November, 6pm

Health andWellbeing Scrutiny Committee
Tuesday 14 September, 6pm
Tuesday 16 November, 6pm

Children, Young People and Families
Scrutiny Committee
Wednesday 22 September, 6pm
Wednesday 24 November, 6pm

Safer, Stronger Communities Scrutiny Committee
Thursday 23 September, 6pm
Thursday 25 November, 6pm

Scrutiny Co-ordinating Committee
Monday 4 October, 6pm
Monday 29 November, 6pm

Sunday 19 September
Bushcraft
Stadt Moers Park
1pm to 3pm
Build your own bushcraft shelter to see if you
have got the Ray Mears factor. Enjoy a short walk
looking at the poisonous and medicinal herbs in
the park followed by a session building basic
bushcraft shelters out of natural materials.
Contact: Rangers 489 1239

Tuesday 21 September to
Sunday 14 November
Crafted Exhibition
Prescot Museum
A vibrant exhibition to showcase talented artists
and makers from across the north west.
Contact: Prescot Museum 430 7787

Friday 1 October
Around Knowsley in 80 Reads
Libraries, schools, children’s centres and
other community settings.
Borough-wide opportunity to celebrate reading
and the enjoyment of words, whether written or
performed. 80 venues will be visited by authors
and poets to engage the Knowsley community
and inspire them to read for pleasure.
Contact: Pam Jones 482 1304

Thursday 7 October
National Poetry Day
Huyton Library
Celebration of written and
performed poetry. A local poet will perform and
launch the CreativeWriting Competition 2010.
Contact: Sue Stone 443 5001

Saturday 9 October
Task day
HuytonWetlands
1pm to 3pm
Join the rangers on a varied practical task to tidy
up and improve this important wetland. Please
wear sturdy footwear and suitable clothing.
All tools and other equipment provided.
Contact: Rangers 443 2431

September - December 2010

Monday 11 October
Sport and Physical Activity Awards 2010
Kirkby Suite
6.30pm to 9.30pm
Annual celebration and recognition of
community sport and physical activity within
Knowsley. Twelve award categories including
Active Achiever of the Year, Volunteer of the Year,
Contribution to Sport, Club of the Year, Sports
Performer of the Year and much more.
Contact: Sports development team 443 3870

Wednesday 13 to Sunday 17 October
Bengali Festival
Kirkby Suite
4pm to 12midnight
Religious festival celebrated by people joining
together at the beginning of the festive season.
Come along to this extremely successful event
with visitors attending from all corners of the UK
as well as India.
Contact: Kirkby Suite 443 4063

Sunday 17 October
Winter migrants
Acornfield Local Nature Reserve
10am to 1pm
An information-packed walk looking at which
birds come to visit us over the winter months.
Contact: Kevin 07810 054159

Friday 22 October
Stars in your skies
Court Hey Park
7.30pm to 9.30pm
Liverpool Astronomical Society will be
giving an illustrated talk about the many
wonders of the solar system, followed by a
night of star gazing using powerful telescopes.
Contact: South Huyton Rangers 443 3114

Saturday 23 October
Conker your friends
King George V Playing Field
Competition starts 1pm
Have a go at beating your buddies at conkers.
All conkers will be supplied by the rangers.
Contact: Rangers 443 2431

Please note that the lifts to the first floor of the Huyton Municipal will be out of order during
some of the meetings. Please ring Democratic Services on 443 3502 if you require special access.



Sunday 24 October
Tree planting
Halewood Park
1pm to 3pm
Help out on this practical task, planting native
trees to help sustain our woodlands for future
generations to enjoy. Please bring wellies!
All other equipment provided.
Contact: Rangers 488 6151

Monday 25 to Friday 29 October
Harvest half-term workshops
National Wildflower Centre
Daily workshops 1pm to 3pm
Celebrate the magic of autumn during half-term
at the National Wildflower Centre. Week full of
fun activities for you to enjoy.
Contact and to book place: 738 1913

Thursday 28 to Saturday 30 October
Halloween horrors
Halewood Park (28October)
Sawpit Park (29October)
Court Hey Park (30October)
1pm to 3pm all days
A spooky afternoon of family fun making ghostly
ghouls, batty bats and wicked witches ready for
Halloween.
Contact: Halewood Park 488 6151, Sawpit Park
443 3114, Court Hey Park 443 3114

Sunday 31 October
Halloween horrors
Stadt Moers Park
5pm to 7pm
Beware the ghostly swamp
and haunted tunnel,
whilst following the clues
to get you around the scary
trail. If you survive the ghosts
and ghouls come back to the
hut to claim your treat. Bring
torches and boots, children should
be accompanied by an adult.
Contact: Rangers 489 1239
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Fire/Police/Ambulance (emergency) 999

Government’s Consumer Direct Service
08454 04 05 06

Highways (including footways and street
lighting) 443 2400
Highways Emergency 443 2800

Homelessness 290 7190

Housing Options Service 0800 694 0280

Housing repairs 290 7375/449 3958

Job vacancies 443 5000

Knowsley Community Messaging 777 6217

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT)
General enquiries 290 7000

Housing repairs 0500 96 96 94

Knowsley Council’s bulky
household waste service 443 2400

Knowsley Council general enquiries 489 6000

Knowsley Hate Crime and Domestic Violence
Helpline 0800 953 4433

Merseyside Fire and Rescue
switchboard 296 4000

Merseyside Police switchboard 709 6010

NHS Direct 0845 4647

Pest control 443 2455

Planning enquiries 443 2380

Refuse collection 443 2400

Schools admissions and exclusions 443 5733

School attendance service 443 3279

School bus passes 443 5609

Traffic signal faults 443 2349

Truancy Hotline 0800 073 6161

For more information visit
www.knowsley.gov.uk
or email customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk

Usefulnumbers
Anti-Social Behaviour Helpline 443 2000

Benefits (housing and council tax) 443 4042

Births/deaths/marriages 443 5210

Business rates 443 5210

Business services (advice, funding, recruitment
and training) 477 4000

Childcare Information Service 443 5635

Citizens Advice Bureau 0845 122 1300

Complaints and compliments 443 4031

Consumer Advice/Trading Standards 443 4737

Council Tax 443 4476

Council Tax and Benefits
Fraud Hotline 0800 073 111

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111

Dangerous buildings/structures/trees
443 2380

Education general enquiries 443 3232

Sunday 28 November and Saturday 4 December
Christmas fayre and magical grotto
Bowring Park Community and Visitor Centre,
Coach House, Roby Road
12 noon to 4pm both days
Cost: £2.50
Join us for a party-hat workshop and tea party,
including parcel wrapping and meeting Santa.
Ever-popular grotto in the 18th century coach
house never fails to add to the magical spirit
of childhood Christmas.
Contact or for booking form: Bowring Park
Community and Visitor Centre 482 1116 or email:
friendsofbowringpark@googlemail.com

Tuesday 30 November to
Sunday 30 January 2011
Are you being served?
Prescot Museum
Press your nose up against the windows of some
old-fashioned shops brought to life in the
museum. Look at howwe used to shop, and what
we used to buy. Will also be a range of fun, family
friendly activities throughout the exhibition for
you to enjoy!
Contact: Prescot Museum 430 7787

Saturday 4 December and Saturday 11 December
Christmas cracker
Copthorne Community Centre (4 December)
Mill Farm Community Centre (11 December)
1pm to 3pm both days
Join us making Christmaswreaths,
yule logs andother festive decorations
using naturalmaterials from thepark.
Contact: Kevin 07810 054 159

Sunday 5 December
Winter celebration
National Wildflower Centre
12 noon to 4pm
This annual event will be the usual lovely seasonal
mix of craft stalls, entertainment, environmental
workshops and visits from Father Christmas. Bring
the family for a free afternoon out. Plenty for
children to do and adults can make fresh seasonal
door wreaths and table decorations.
Contact: 738 1913

Thursday 11 November
Cheese tasting
NationalWildflower Centre
6.30pm to 8pm
Cost: £6 per person
Come along and taste some fantastic cheeses with
the Liverpool Cheese Company.
Contact or to book a place: 738 1913

Sunday 14 November
Winter boundary walk
Pear Tree Pub, Bank Hall Road, Kirkby
10am to 1pm
Fresh air and beautiful scenery guaranteed on this
pleasant and informativewalk around the rural
landscape.
Contact: Kevin 07810 054159

Thursday 18 November, Friday 19 November
and Friday 26 November
Christmas lights switch-on
Huyton town centre (18November)
Kirkby town centre (19November)
Prescot town centre (26November)
Christmas festivities from 3pm and the light
switch-on at 5pm.

Friday 26 November
Stars in your skies
Halewood Park
7.30pm to 10.30pm
Liverpool Astronomical Society will be giving us an
insight into themanywonders of the solar system.
Slideshowpresentation followed by star gazing
through telescopes.
Contact: Halewood Park 488 6151

What’s onFor full event listings please visitwww.knowsley.gov.uk
and search under ‘Things to see and do’.



Christmas&New Year at

A warm welcome awaits you this Christmas and New Year at Knowsley Civic
Suites. We aim to make your festive celebration unforgettable, whether it’s
an intimate meal for two or a party for 280.

Christmas Cabaret Dinner

Saturday 18 December 2010, 7.30pm
Sumptuous three-course Christmas carvery
dinner in a stunning Manhattan setting,
live entertainment with fantastic party band
‘To The Max’ and disco. Price £35

Great value three-course Christmas lunches
for two or more people

14, 15, 16 and 17 December 2010
12.30pm to 2pm. Price £15.95

New Year’s Eve

Friday 31 December 2010
For parties of two or more
Arrive 7pm for 7.15pm

Ring in the New Year with a delicious four-course
meal and glass of wine, dancing until 1am to
fabulous soul band ‘The Commissars’ and disco.
Price £37.50

Private party lunches, dinners and dinner
dances for parties of 25 to 280

Includes three-course festive meal,
glass of wine and room hire
Monday to Friday lunch £14.95 per person
Monday to Thursday evening £16.95 per person
Friday and Saturday evenings £18.25 per person
You can organise your own music for dancing or
let our staff arrange a disco at an additional cost.

A Fairytale in New York Cabaret dinner

Please tell us when booking if you have any special dietary needs. The Huyton and Kirkby Suites are fully
accessible. For all bookings contact the Huyton Suite on 443 3761.

Christmas lunches Private parties


