
Friends Life Tour of Britain 2014 

Frequently asked questions 

What is Friends Life Tour of Britain? 

Friends Life Tour of Britain is the UK’s biggest cycle race, which sees over one 

hundred riders taking part.  The race is divided into 8 stages and takes place from 

Sunday, 7 September through to Sunday,14 September 2014. The Tour attracts 

international as well as local TV audiences as well as thousands of spectators. 

For more information about the race, the riders and the routes please visit 

www.thetour.co.uk 

When is the race coming to Knowsley? 

Knowsley will be hosting the stage 2 start, which takes place on Monday, 8 

September 2014.  The event opens at 8.45am and the race leaves Knowsley Safari 

at 10.15am when it will travel through parts of the borough, including Prescot town 

centre, Huyton town centre and Cronton, on its way to a Stage Finish in Llandudno. 

The stage 2 start will see riders leaving the safari park and following a route through 

and out of the borough – it is not a closed road circuit like the stage last year. 

What is the route? 

A map can be found on www.discoverknowsley.co.uk. 

Cyclists depart Knowsley Safari, turn left along Prescot bypass, right onto St Helens 

Road, right onto High Street, left onto Church Street, through Market Place, onto 

Sewell Street, Cables Way, Carr Lane and left onto Huyton Lane.  The race will then 

travel along Archway Road, turning left onto Tarbock Road and right onto Whitefield 

Lane turning left at the end.  Riders will then travel along Netherley Road, turn left onto 

Water Lane, continuing onto Alder Lane, turning right onto Cronton Road, travelling 

into Halton before continuing to Llandudno. 

 
Who are the race organisers? 
 
The race is organised by SweetSpot which holds the contract to deliver the Tour of 
Britain.  Due to an event of this scale, the organisers are working in partnership with 
Knowsley Council and other local partners to organise local arrangements.   
 

Will the event be televised?  

Yes – there will be a 60 minute highlight programme at the end of each day of the 

Tour, on ITV4, and possibly other live coverage at the stage start.  In addition to this 

there is also a 52 minute highlight programme broadcast worldwide.   

Will there be road closures? 

http://www.thetour.co.uk/
http://www.discoverknowsley.co.uk/


Rolling road closures will be in operation along the route.  This could result in delays 

of approximately 15-20 minutes along the route through Knowsley.  In addition, the 

Prescot bypass lanes towards St Helens will be temporarily closed from 9.45am until 

the race has departed Knowsley Safari.  Roads will re-open once the race has safely 

passed through. 

Where are the best viewing points? 

Knowsley Safari will be the best place to see the teams ahead of the race.  They’ll be 

in a cycling village and will each take to the podium to officially ‘sign up’ for the stage 

race.  The riders will leave Knowsley Safari at 10.15am.  As well as the Tour of 

Britain, there are also other activities and Knowsley Safari shows on offer and the 

Safari Drive will be open. 

In addition to this we anticipate that spectators will also be able to enjoy the route 

passing through Prescot Town Centre and Huyton Village (please see map for 

details).  

For some people on the route (schools, residents, businesses), it may be easier for 

them to watch the tour go past them on the route. 

How can I get there / where can I park? 

By Car 

The address for the Start at Knowsley Safari is Prescot Merseyside, L34 4AN  and 

cars can access the main gate until 9.45 am when this entrance will temporarily close 

until the race departs.  There will be a £5 parking charge for cars. 

The postcode for the Prescot Town Centre area is L34 6HQ (High Street).  Parking in 

Prescot town centre is south of the High Street in a variety of car parks.  There is a 

pay and display on some of these car parks.  Access to and from car parks on the 

High Street will be affected by the rolling road closures and therefore parking before 

10am is advised.  The car park will reopen as soon as the tour has passed through. 

The postcode for Huyton Village area is L36 9XF (Archway Road).  There is a car 

park on Archway Road in Huyton which is along the route, and also Huyton Hey L36 

5SE .  There is a pay and display on some of these car parks.  Access to and from 

car parks on Archway Road will be affected by the rolling road closures and therefore 

parking before 10am is advised.  The car park will reopen as soon as the tour has 

passed through. 

By Public Transport 

Buses to Prescot and Huyton Town Centres will operate as normal apart from some 

delays/diversions directly before the tour comes through.  The link to bus services 

can be found at http://www.merseytravel.gov.uk/Pages/Welcome.aspx 

http://www.merseytravel.gov.uk/Pages/Welcome.aspx


  

Shuttle buses will be in operation from 8.45am on the day from Prescot Town Centre 

to Knowsley Safari.  The last shuttle will leave Knowsley Safari at 11.15am.  More 

details of the timetable will be uploaded onto this site soon.   

On foot 

Prescot town centre and Huyton town centre, with their many facilities and activities, 

will be very easily accessible on foot from both the bus and train stations. 

There is no pedestrian access to Knowsley Safari on foot and pedestrians will not be 

admitted into the event.  Please use the Shuttle Bus system.  This will run from 

Prescot town centre from 8am to 9.30am at approximately 10 minute intervals. 

By bike 

It is possible to cycle to cycle to the start at Knowsley Safari, but please note the A58 
is a very busy road and adjacent to a busy motorway junction.  Cyclists need to arrive 
at Knowsley Safari by 9.45am.  Please note the Prescot bypass (lanes towards St 
Helens) will be temporarily closed from 9.45am until the race has departed Knowsley 
Safari.  Rolling road closures will be in operation along the route which could result in 
15-20 minute delays in the area. 
 
The below links will help you to plan your journey:- 
 
http://www.cyclestreets.net/ 
 
https://maps.google.co.uk/ 
 
For those who do cycle there will bike rack available where you can chain your bike 
should you wish to do so 
 
Additional information 

If you are on the route, you will receive information from the organisers Sweetspot.  If 
you do not receive this information by 29 August, please email 
www.tourofbritain@knowsley.gov.uk and we’ll chase this up. 

A copy of the leaflet from the organisers will also be uploaded here soon. 

Will businesses on the route be affected?  

An event of this nature brings lots of opportunities but we also realise that careful 

planning is needed to support temporary short term arrangements which may be 

needed for some businesses and organisations on the day.   We have contacted 

businesses in the borough to advise them of the race and to alert them to these 15 – 

20 minute delays. 

 

http://www.cyclestreets.net/
https://maps.google.co.uk/
http://www.tourofbritain@knowsley.gov.uk/


What can I do to help plan for the day, minimise disruption and maximise 
opportunity? 
 

 Contact your staff and let them know the route and timings so they can plan their 
journey to and from work on that day if they travel around the route at the key 
time between 10am and 10.30am. 
  

 Contact your suppliers and see if they can arrange for deliveries to take place 
outside of the 10am – 10.45am slot on Monday 8 September when the race has 
passed through the borough. 

 

 Staff involvement – maybe consider your staff having the opportunity to 
experience some of the event during the day.  If you’d like to attend the event at 
the Knowsley Safari please let us know, alternatively the route could be right by 
your business or organisation and you may want to enjoy the event there.   

 
Will residents along the route be affected? 
 
We hope that those residents along the route will take the opportunity to enjoy the 
Tour of Britain here in Knowsley.   The map shows the areas where the race will 
travel and these, and side roads to these, will be affected temporarily by rolling road 
closures as the race passes through.  
 
Will the Safari Drive still be available at the Safari Park on 8 September? 

The various shows, walk around area and fun fair will be available for visitors to 

Knowsley Safari and these were well used last year.  There’ll also be other activities 

to enhance the experience for visitors.  The Safari Drive will open once the race has 

departed Knowsley Safari at a special offer price of £10 per car. Visitors arriving after 

the race (10.30am onwards) will pay the usual price for the Safari Drive 

Will activities be available on the day? 

On the day, there will be a cycling village at Knowsley Safari where visitors and 

residents can see the teams preparing for the race and see them sign on at the 

Stage Start Podium. 

There will also be other stalls and stands with information about cycling and the 

many cycling opportunities in Knowsley.   

As well as boasting an outdoor velodrome and BMX park, Knowsley has a range of 

cycling activities to help people get on their bike, including Sky Rides and Pedal 

Away.  Further information can be found on www.discoverknowsley.co.uk 

In addition, the Safari Park’s sea lion show, birds of prey displays, fairground rides, 

meercats and bat house will be available for visitors to enjoy.  The restaurant and 

shop are also open all day. 

How can I find out more details? 
 
Regular updates will be published on www.discoverknowsley.co.uk  

http://www.discoverknowsley.co.uk/
http://www.discoverknowsley.co.uk/


 
You can also find out more about this stage and the whole Tour of Britain at 
www.thetour.co.uk 
 
You can contact us via email – tourofbritain@knowsley.gov.uk 
 
Alternatively, you can call us on 0151 489 6000. 
 

 

http://www.thetour.co.uk/
mailto:tourofbritain@knowsley.gov.uk

