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 Executive Summary 



The Study 
 
i. The Greenspace Audit is an important piece of work which provides 

up to date evidence of greenspace provision in Knowsley.  
 
ii. The Audit will help monitor how the policies in the Knowsley 

Replacement Unitary Development Plan (UDP)1, Greenspace 
Standards and New Development Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) and the Council’s Greenspaces Strategy are being 
applied and assess their ongoing role in achieving defined standards.  
 

iii. This evidence helps the Council to take a strategic view as to which 
areas of public open space should be retained to meet public needs 
and where priorities for future investment should be. It also identifies 
areas of potential surplus of different types of greenspace that could 
be released to satisfy deficiencies in other types of public open space 
or help meet development needs in the Borough.  
 

iv. The main focus of the Audit is to: 

 monitor the effectiveness of existing planning policies in 
addressing established need by providing a comprehensive 
audit of existing provision of greenspace relative to existing 
standards; 

 help the Council promote the best use of existing and future 
designated open spaces by identifying areas of high and low 
priority for investment to resolve any issues relating to quality, 
quantity and accessibility; 

 ensure a robust evidence base to inform decision making with 
regard to development pressures on open space, inform the 
preparation of the Local Plan: Core Strategy and help calculate 
financial contributions required by the Greenspace Standards 
and New Development SPD. 

 
v. The Audit enables the Council to: 

 plan positively, identify priority areas for improvement and target 
appropriate types of greenspace required in specific locations; 

 ensure an adequate provision of high quality, accessible 
greenspace to meet the needs of the local community; 

 direct available investment efficiently to the areas of most urgent 
requirement; and, 

 conduct negotiations with developers from a strong position 
supported by robust evidence. 

 
vi. The study methodology complies with Planning Policy Guidance Note 

172 and its associated Companion Guide3. However, it does not 
include a full needs assessment as the existing standards in the UDP 

                                                 
1
  Knowsley Replacement Unitary Development Plan (Knowsley MBC, 2006) 

2
  Planning Policy Guidance Note 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (ODPM, 2002) 

3
  Assessing Needs and Opportunities: A Companion Guide to PPG17 (ODPM, 2002) 



and Greenspace Standards and New Development SPD were 
informed by a relatively recent study carried out in 20054. This earlier 
study included comprehensive consultation with user groups and its 
priorities have yet to be delivered in full.  The new Audit applies the 
principles of plan, monitor and review and assesses the suitability of 
existing policies based on outcomes achieved since adoption of the 
UDP in 2006.  

 
Local Context 
 

vii. The review of the planning context and linkages to other Council 
strategies and priorities, emphasise that greenspaces help fulfil the 
wider functions of Green Infrastructure, and positively impact on 
many issues affecting residents of Knowsley, including their health 
and wellbeing, levels of deprivation and local economic factors. 
 

viii. The main local strategies which affect greenspaces are as follows:  

 Knowsley Sustainable Community Strategy 2008-2023 
 Knowsley Corporate Plan 2010-11 
 Knowsley Replacement Unitary Development Plan (Adopted 

June 2006) 
 Greenspace Standards and New Development SPD (Adopted 

November 2007) 
 Knowsley Green Space Strategy 2010 – 2014 
 Knowsley Leisure Strategy 
 Knowsley Play Strategy 
 The emerging Knowsley Local Plan. 
 

Measurement of Existing Standards 

 

ix. The following summary of the current situation regarding Knowsley’s 
greenspaces is based on an analysis of the site audit and detailed 
evaluations available within the main report. 
 

x. The measurement of open space in Knowsley, in terms of recording 
against quantitative and accessibility standards, is based on the 
division of the Borough into areas known as Substantial Residential 
Areas (SRAs).  
 

xi. There are 38 SRAs in Knowsley that should, in order to provide a 
satisfactory residential environment, be self sufficient in public open 
space. In general the individual SRAs comprise a housing estate or 
similar identifiable residential neighbourhood with the boundaries 
drawn along barriers to safe and convenient pedestrian access, such 
as main roads, railway lines, and water bodies.  
 

                                                 
4
             Knowsley Open Space, Sport & Recreation Needs Assessment & Strategy  

(PMP, 2005)  



xii. The designation of SRA boundaries ensures that the measurement of 
surpluses and deficits applies appropriately to the population within, 
with regard to both quantity and accessibility. If the SRA were too 
large, it would be difficult to apply commuted sum funds and ensure 
relevance to the community they are supposed to relate to, whereas if 
the SRAs were too small this could give rise to unrealistic 
expectations (e.g. “not every street can have its own park”). 
 

xiii. An exception to the above is the outdoor sports typology. For outdoor 
sports provision, the Council now uses larger areas, known as 
"Community Areas" (which broadly reflect the Borough’s four 
“township” areas of Halewood, Huyton, Kirkby and 
Prescot/Whiston/Cronton) to reflect the fact that people generally 
travel further to access such provision.     
 

xiv. Existing local standards are set out in Table 2.1 of the main report. 
 
Knowsley’s Current Situation 

 
xv. The Greenspaces Audit indicates that Knowsley as a whole and its 

four Community Areas are all well served in quantitative terms as 
indicated in Table (i) below. Particularly large quantitative greenspace 
surpluses exist for parks and gardens, and amenity greenspace 
provision. Detailed information specific to SRAs is available in the 
main report. 

 
Table (i)  Overview of Quantitative Performance of Greenspace 
relative to SRA Standards 
  

Area Typology 
Surplus / Deficit 

(ha) 

Knowsley 

Parks & Gardens 146.50 

Amenity Greenspace 192.18 

Provision for Children & Young People -18.58 

Allotments -2.92 

Kirkby 

Parks & Gardens 19.63 

Amenity Greenspace 96.95 

Provision for Children & Young People -5.21 

Allotments -0.86 

Huyton 

Parks & Gardens 31.06 

Amenity Greenspace 62.37 

Provision for Children & Young People -7.59 

Allotments -0.46 

Prescot, 
Whiston & 
Cronton Village 

Parks & Gardens 59.46 

Amenity Greenspace 9.05 

Provision for Children & Young People -3.93 

Allotments -0.76 

Halewood 

Parks & Gardens 36.35 

Amenity Greenspace 17.27 

Provision for Children & Young People -1.85 

Allotments -0.83 



xvi. 31 of Knowsley’s 38 SRAs have a cumulative surplus of provision i.e. 
of all types of greenspace.  However the distribution is not equal 
across the four townships and there are localised surpluses and 
deficits in terms of quantity, quality and accessibility.   
 

xvii. There has been a general trend of improvement in the quantity, 
quality and accessibility of all typologies of greenspaces available to 
local residents through significant investment over the last five years. 
In particular, this is evident in terms of the number of sites that fulfil 
the current definition of a park or garden which has doubled since 
2008. This is primarily due to enhancements associated with the 
Green Space Strategy and the diversification of former amenity 
greenspaces through the addition of local play facilities via the Play 
Pathfinder initiative. 

 
xviii. Deficits however remain in a number of areas. The current distribution 

of green space is therefore not equal for all residents of Knowsley 
and a number of typology and location specific recommendations are 
therefore offered to work towards equitable access to greenspaces 
for current and future residents. Existing surplus provision is generally 
associated with significant sites that are distributed unevenly across 
the borough, with deficits still occurring in localised areas. There are 
also significant local variations in quality and the ability of residents to 
access facilities, particularly with regard to parks and gardens. 

 
xix. In contrast, there is an overall quantity deficit relating to provision for 

children and young people and allotments in Knowsley as a whole 
and in all four community areas. However it could be that the quantity 
standard for provision for children and young people is too high, given 
that quantitative standards have not been met despite recent targeted 
investment that has addressed previously identified quality and 
accessibility deficits.  
 

xx. In addition, there is also quantitative deficit in terms of allotment 
provision in Knowsley as a whole and in all four Community Areas. 
However the distribution is variable and local deficits in many cases 
are accommodated by overlapping catchment areas providing 
suitable accessibility. The general quality of allotment sites has 
improved in the last three years 
 

xxi. The majority of Knowsley’s residents are within the currently required 
accessibility distances for each typology; however local deficits have 
been identified within all community areas, with actions 
recommended in the main report to address the individual situations 
identified. 
 

xxii. Additional recommendations are offered to ensure positive planning 
for natural and semi natural spaces, green corridors, cemeteries, 
indoor sports facilities, despite the absence of existing standards for 
each. In this regard, there has been significant investment in 



enhancements to management, maintenance and provision of sites 
and facilities which has addressed some of the key issues associated 
to the 2005 study, such as limited networks for walking and cycling, 
and the range / condition of facilities available to Knowsley residents. 
However there are still many site specific priorities in this regard that 
have still to be addressed. 
 

xxiii. The Audit indicates that Knowsley is well served in quantitative terms 
for outdoor sports provision available for Community Use as indicated 
in Table (ii). However, whilst Kirkby and Huyton are in quantitative 
surplus, Prescot, Whiston & Cronton Village and Halewood are in 
quantitative deficit. 

 
Table (ii) Overview of Outdoor Sports Provision relative to  
Community Area Standards 

 

Area 
Surplus / Deficit (ha) for 

Community Use Only 

Knowsley 65.46 

Kirkby 48.18 

Huyton 49.17 

Prescot, Whiston & 
Cronton Village 

-17.04 

Halewood -14.84 

 

xxiv. Table (ii) does not necessarily accurately reflect how the distribution 
of outdoor sports provision in Knowsley compares to overall need. 
This additional information is provided in a separate Playing Pitch 
Assessment and Strategy which also includes the detailed 
methodology for the quality assessments.  
 
Current Situation in Community Areas 
 
Kirkby 
 

xxv. Kirkby has 284.14 ha of public open space that contributes to 
Knowsley’s adopted standards (actual total following deduction of 
dual functionality in terms of outdoor sports provision and amenity 
greenspace / parks and gardens). This represents an overall surplus 
of 110.51 ha relative to current standards. 
 

xxvi. Kirkby has a large provision of amenity greenspace for its population 
with an overall surplus within this typology of 96.81 ha. All but one of 
its Substantial Residential Areas also has a surplus within this 
typology (the exception being SRA7: Field Lane).   
 



xxvii. The majority of surplus greenspace is attributable to SRA2: Tower Hill 
(+30.89 ha), SRA5: Northwood (+25.06 ha) and SRA6: Southdene 
(+17.46 ha). However much of this space is amenity greenspace 
which is not always of good quality with problems of under use, 
tipping and anti social behaviour.  
 

xxviii. The area is served by a number of Knowsley’s important parks and 
gardens including Saxon Green, Old Rough, Mill Dam, Millbrook Park 
Millennium Green, Mill Dam, Webster Park, Wignall Park and St. 
Chads Gardens. However local deficiencies still remain in 2 SRAs 
(SRA2: Tower Hill and SRA6: Southdene). 
 

xxix. An important network of green space exists along the Simonswood / 
Kirkby Brook corridors, linking Tower Hill and the North of Kirkby to 
Kirkby Town Centre and Knowsley College. The network also 
includes the excellent quality parks at St. Chads Gardens, Millbrook 
Park Millennium Green and Mill Dam, together with four Local Wildlife 
Sites (LWS) and important areas in the natural and semi natural 
typology. 
 

xxx. With regard to the children and young people typology, there is a land 
deficit of 5.21 ha when considered against adopted UDP standards 
and applied pro-rata to the Kirkby area population. This is despite 
recent investment through the Play Pathfinder initiative which has 
significantly improved the range and overall quality of facilities 
available to local residents. 
 

xxxi. There are three allotment sites in Kirkby at: Delaware Crescent (12 
plots); Quernmore (6 plots); and Roughwood Drive (6 plots). 
However, these are confined to only two SRAs (4 & 5). Local 
deficiencies therefore exist in other SRAs, together with a marginal 
deficiency overall of 0.86 ha in Kirkby. 
 

xxxii. There are 42.68 ha of accessible Natural and Semi Natural sites 
which are not included in other typologies and 0.16 ha of Cemeteries 
/ Churchyards.  
 

xxxiii. There are 125.1 ha of outdoor sports provision in Kirkby - a surplus of 
48.18 ha. However, the Liverpool Municipal golf course (which 
adjoins SRA7 and is 80.07 ha in area) accounts for a significant 
proportion of the provision and many of the existing sites are 
considered to be poor quality. 
 
Huyton 
 

xxxiv. Huyton has 262.21 ha of public open space that contributes to 
Knowsley’s adopted standards (actual total following deduction of 
dual functionality in terms of outdoor sports provision and amenity 
greenspace / parks and gardens).  This represents an overall surplus 
of 90.42 ha relative to current standards.  



 
xxxv. The Community Area has a varied level of provision. 13 of its SRAs 

are in a position of overall surplus and 3 SRAs are in a position of 
overall deficit. 
 

xxxvi. The area is served by a number of Knowsley’s important parks and 
gardens including Bowring Park, Court Hey Park, Huyton KGV, 
McGoldrick Park, Sawpit Park, Jubilee Park, Wastle Bridge Park and 
St. Johns Millennium Green, together with a section of Stadt Moers 
Park. However, local deficiencies still remain for park and gardens in 
8 SRAs, notwithstanding a significant surplus of land area comprising 
36.10 ha when considered pro-rata relative to need associated to 
Huyton’s population. 
 

xxxvii. There is an important network of green space which exists along the 
Woolfall Heath / River Alt corridors and links the southern part of 
Stockbridge Village to Huyton town centre. This is considered to be 
an important strategic green link for the town which allows for 
sustainable forms of transportation and which helps to sustain 
valuable biodiversity (flora and fauna) across the Borough. This green 
link includes 2 Local Wildlife Sites. 
 

xxxviii. In addition, the area also includes the Knowsley Hall Estate, which is 
a strategic greenspace link based upon its landscape function which 
comprises 962.65 ha of land that is designated as Historic Park and 
Gardens. However, most of the Estate is privately owned and not 
accessible for unrestricted public use or recreation. 
 

xxxix. With regard to the children and young people typology, there is a land 
deficit of 7.59 ha when considered against adopted UDP standards 
and applied pro-rata to the Huyton area population. This is despite 
recent investment through the Play Pathfinder initiative which has 
significantly improved the range and overall quality of facilities 
available to local residents. 
 

xl. There are three allotment sites in Huyton: Cuper Crescent (11 plots), 
Stadt Moers (20 plots), Bowring Park (40 plots) and Glendevon Road 
(12 plots). Local deficiencies exist, together with a marginal deficiency 
overall of 0.46 ha when considered against adopted UDP standards 
and applied pro-rata to the Huyton area population. 
 

xli. There are also 56.86 ha of accessible Natural and Semi Natural sites 
not included in other typologies and 2.17 ha of Cemeteries / 
Churchyards.  
 

xlii. There are 156.61 ha of Outdoor Sports Provision (including playing 
fields) in Huyton - a surplus of 45.89 ha.  However the golf courses at 
Bowring Park and Huyton Golf Club (which total 83.77 ha in area) 
account for a significant proportion of the provision and the quality of 
sites is variable. 



 
Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
 

xliii. Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area has 130.95 ha of 
public open space contributing to existing standards (actual total 
following deduction of dual functionality in terms of outdoor sports 
provision and amenity greenspace / parks and gardens). This 
represents an overall surplus of 56.87 ha relative to current 
standards.  
 

xliv. The level of local provision varies however as 6 of the Community 
Area’s SRAs have an overall surplus and 2 SRAs have an overall 
deficit.  
 

xlv. The area has a cumulative surplus of amenity greenspace; however 
the level of amenity greenspace surplus is generally lower than other 
community areas, with 2 of the 8 SRAs in deficit for this typology. 
 

xlvi. The area is served by a number of important parks and gardens 
including Eaton Street Recreation Ground, Henley Park, Whitestone 
Millennium Green and The Pasture, together with a large section of 
Stadt Moers Park. However local deficiencies still remain in 4 SRAs, 
notwithstanding a significant surplus of land area comprising 52.51 ha 
when considered relative to cumulative need for the Prescot, Whiston 
and Cronton area population. 
 

xlvii. Stadt Moers Park provides an important network of green space. This 
is linked to the Whiston - Cronton corridor which is intended to be 
extended via the Cronton Colliery site through to Cronton Village in 
the future. This forms an important strategic green link which allows 
for sustainable forms of transportation to take place and 
accommodates valuable biodiversity (flora and fauna). This green link 
also includes 10 Local Wildlife Sites. An additional spur of this 
strategic greenspace links Stadt Moers with Whiston Hospital and 
Huyton town centre via a Sustrans cycle network. 
 

xlviii. With regard to the children and young people typology, there is a land 
deficit of 3.93 ha when considered against adopted UDP standards 
and applied cumulatively relative to the Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
area population. This is despite recent investment through the Play 
Pathfinder initiative which has significantly improved the range and 
overall quality of facilities available to local residents. 
 

xlix. There is only a single allotment site in Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
at Molyneux Drive (SRA27), which has 9 plots. Local deficiencies are 
therefore identifiable in other SRAs, together with a marginal 
deficiency overall of 0.76 ha when considered against adopted UDP 
standards and applied pro-rata to the Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
area population. 
 



l. The locality also has 17.07 ha of accessible Natural and Semi Natural 
sites not included in other typologies, and 7.75 ha of Cemeteries / 
Churchyards.  
 

li. There are 31.87 ha of Outdoor Sports Provision (including playing 
pitches) in Prescot, Whiston and Cronton - a deficit of 17.04 ha.  
However unlike the areas of surplus within Knowsley, this community 
area does not contain a golf course, and therefore the actual 
provision of playing fields and other facilities is not disproportionately 
lower relative to population size, although the quality of sites is 
variable. 

 
Halewood 
 

lii. Halewood Community Area has 93.92 ha of public open space 
contributing to existing adopted standards (actual total following 
deduction of dual functionality in terms of outdoor sports provision 
and amenity greenspace / parks and gardens).This represents an 
overall surplus of 50.94 ha relative to current SRA standards.  
 

liii. The distribution of provision is varied with 5 of its SRAs in a position 
of overall surplus and 2 SRAs in a position of overall deficit.  
 

liv. The area has a cumulative surplus of amenity greenspace; however 
the level of amenity greenspace surplus is generally lower than other 
community areas, with 2 of the 7 SRAs being in deficit relative to this 
typology. Furthermore the sites are of generally lower quality, with 
often low recreational value and low amenity value offering little or no 
provision of facilities. 
 

lv. The locality is served by a number of Knowsley’s important parks and 
gardens including Frensham Park, Grace Park, Halewood Doorstep 
Green and Halewood Park. However, local deficiencies exist in 2 
SRAs, notwithstanding a significant surplus of land area comprising 
36.35 ha when considered relative to cumulative need associated to 
the Halewood area population. 
 

lvi. There is an important network of green space associated with 
Halewood Park which forms part of the Halewood Triangle linking the 
Trans-Pennine Trail and the National Cycle Network, and Gateacre to 
the North West of Halewood to Halewood Station. This provides an 
important strategic green link which allows for sustainable forms of 
transportation to take place and which sustains valuable biodiversity 
(flora and fauna). The Halewood Park section of the green link also 
includes a Local Wildlife Site.  
 

lvii. For the children and young people typology there is a land deficit of 
1.85 ha when considered against adopted UDP standards and 
applied pro-rata to the Halewood area population. This is despite 
recent investment through the Play Pathfinder initiative which has 



significantly improved the range and overall quality of facilities 
available to local residents. 

 
lviii. There is only a single allotment site in Halewood at Holland Park 

(SRA38), which has 8 plots. Local deficiencies therefore exist in other 
SRAs together with a marginal deficiency overall of 0.83 ha when 
considered against adopted UDP standards and applied pro-rata to 
the Halewood area population. 
 

lix. The area has 48.25 ha of accessible Natural and Semi Natural sites 
not included in other typologies and 7.75 ha of Cemeteries / 
Churchyards.  
 

lx. There are 31.87 ha of Outdoor Sports Provision (including playing 
pitches) in Halewood - a deficit of 14.84 ha.  However unlike the 
areas of surplus within Knowsley, this community area does not 
contain a golf course and therefore the actual provision of playing 
fields and other facilities is not disproportionately lower relative to 
population size. 
 
Key recommendations 
 

lxi. The key recommendations of the Audit can be summarised as 
follows; 
 Investment priorities should be balanced between maintaining 

existing high quality spaces throughout Knowsley and targeting 
enhancements to ensure an appropriate distribution of 
accessible spaces with a good quality rating as a minimum. 

 The Council should consider opportunities for the diversification 
of existing sites to maximise the range of Green Infrastructure 
functions and benefits, including opportunities for Sustainable 
Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS). 

 Enhancements should be prioritised to address existing 
deficiencies relative to quality and accessibility standards with 
broad areas of search in this context set out in the main report. 

 All existing parks and gardens should be retained and managed 
to the highest standard in working towards Green Flag award 
status with improvements to include a focus upon better general 
linkages, entrances and access to parks. 

 Emphasis upon the retention, maintenance and improvement of 
key amenity greenspace sites to create more attractive and 
useable spaces offering a range of active recreation 
opportunities and passive benefits.  

 Explore the possibility of releasing surplus sites to address 
alternative development needs, where the space has limited 
value as greenspace and where it is unsuitable in terms of 
scale, shape or location to address deficits in other greenspace 
typologies. 

 Potential opportunities for new provision or diversification of the 
function of existing or surplus amenity greenspace sites to 



address quantitative deficiencies in other typologies should be 
prioritised. 

 All existing provision for children and young people to be 
retained and managed to the highest standard in working 
towards qualitative standards equivalent to Green Flag award 
status. 

 New and existing play spaces for both children and young 
people should be designed and managed using the key policies 
set out in Knowsley’s Play Strategy. 

 Consider reducing the quantitative standard for this typology, 
thereby aligning with the outcomes of this audit to ensure 
appropriate priorities for future investment. This is noting that 
the current standards appear unachievable in many areas 
despite recent improvements, given the average scale of 
individual facilities relative to the scale of deficit existing. It is 
therefore questionable whether the current standards reflect 
localised need relative to qualitative and accessibility 
requirements. 

 All existing allotment provision to be retained and managed to 
the highest standard in working towards qualitative standards 
equivalent to Green Flag award status. 

 Consider the possibility of expanding the area of measurement 
for allotment provision beyond SRA level through the Local Plan 
process, as the standard may be more effectively addressed at 
a Community Area level through investment in shared facilities 
in locations where access to existing provision is deficient.  

 All existing provision of natural and semi natural greenspaces to 
be retained and managed to the highest standard in working 
towards qualitative standards equivalent to Green Flag award 
status. 

 Ensuring support for the wider delivery of the primary objectives 
of the Green Space Strategy, the Liverpool City Region Green 
Infrastructure Framework, and the Liverpool City Region 
Ecological Framework, including preparation of management 
plans for all individual sites. 

 Preparation of a separate Playing Pitch Assessment and 
Strategy to provide the key recommendations for site specific 
priorities relative to quantity of outdoor sports provision, 
potential improvement of sites which are not in active use and 
whether current standards require amendment. 

 Consider the possibility of expanding the scale of partnership 
agreements relating to existing school facilities and pitches, to 
meet any quantitative or qualitative shortfalls in provision that 
may be identified as part of the Playing Pitch Assessment and 
Strategy. 

 Prioritise continued investment in the hub and spoke approach 
to the provision of leisure facilities within Knowsley to support 
the Leisure Strategy. 



 Green spaces which form part of green corridors should be 
protected from development in order to sustain the existing links 
created. 

 A strategic approach to the expansion of the existing network of 
green corridors in Knowsley should be developed, with a focus 
upon linking the major open spaces together, to provide greater 
opportunities for informal recreation and enhance access to the 
surrounding countryside on the fringes of urban areas. 

 The long term sustainability of Knowsley’s existing provision of 
cemeteries and churchyards should be assessed through a 
separate review to inform the extent of potential future need for 
expansion of existing sites or new provision. 
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The Study 

 
i. The Greenspace Audit is an important piece of work which provides 

up to date evidence of greenspace provision in Knowsley.  
 
ii. The Audit will help monitor how the policies in the Knowsley 

Replacement Unitary Development Plan (UDP)1, Greenspace 
Standards and New Development Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) and the Council‟s Greenspaces Strategy are 
being applied and assess their ongoing role in achieving defined 
standards.  
 

iii. This evidence helps the Council to take a strategic view as to which 
areas of public open space should be retained to meet public needs 
and where priorities for future investment should be. It also 
identifies areas of potential surplus of different types of greenspace 
that could be released to satisfy deficiencies in other types of public 
open space or help meet development needs in the Borough.  
 

iv. The main focus of the Audit is to: 

 monitor the effectiveness of existing planning policies in 
addressing established need by providing a comprehensive 
audit of existing provision of greenspace relative to existing 
standards; 

 help the Council promote the best use of existing and future 
designated open spaces by identifying areas of high and low 
priority for investment to resolve any issues relating to quality, 
quantity and accessibility; 

 ensure a robust evidence base to inform decision making with 
regard to development pressures on open space, inform the 
preparation of the Local Plan: Core Strategy and help 
calculate financial contributions required by the Greenspace 
Standards and New Development SPD. 

 
v. The Audit enables the Council to: 

 plan positively, identify priority areas for improvement and 
target appropriate types of greenspace required in specific 
locations; 

 ensure an adequate provision of high quality, accessible 
greenspace to meet the needs of the local community; 

 direct available investment efficiently to the areas of most 
urgent requirement; and, 

 conduct negotiations with developers from a strong position 
supported by robust evidence. 

 

                                                 
1
  Knowsley Replacement Unitary Development Plan (Knowsley MBC, 2006) 



 

 

vi. The study methodology complies with Planning Policy Guidance 
Note 172 and its associated Companion Guide3. However, it does 
not include a full needs assessment as the existing standards in the 
UDP and Greenspace Standards and New Development SPD were 
informed by a relatively recent study carried out in 20054. This 
earlier study included comprehensive consultation with user groups 
and its priorities have yet to be delivered in full.  The new Audit 
applies the principles of plan, monitor and review and assesses the 
suitability of existing policies based on outcomes achieved since 
adoption of the UDP in 2006.  

 
Local Context 
 

vii. The review of the planning context and linkages to other Council 
strategies and priorities, emphasise that greenspaces help fulfil the 
wider functions of Green Infrastructure, and positively impact on 
many issues affecting residents of Knowsley, including their health 
and wellbeing, levels of deprivation and local economic factors. 
 

viii. The main local strategies which affect greenspaces are as follows:  

 Knowsley Sustainable Community Strategy 2008-2023 
 Knowsley Corporate Plan 2010-11 
 Knowsley Replacement Unitary Development Plan (Adopted 

June 2006) 
 Greenspace Standards and New Development SPD (Adopted 

November 2007) 
 Knowsley Green Space Strategy 2010 – 2014 
 Knowsley Leisure Strategy 
 Knowsley Play Strategy 
 The emerging Knowsley Local Plan. 
 

Measurement of Existing Standards 

 

ix. The following summary of the current situation regarding 
Knowsley‟s greenspaces is based on an analysis of the site audit 
and detailed evaluations available within the main report. 
 

x. The measurement of open space in Knowsley, in terms of recording 
against quantitative and accessibility standards, is based on the 
division of the Borough into areas known as Substantial 
Residential Areas (SRAs).  
 

xi. There are 38 SRAs in Knowsley that should, in order to provide a 
satisfactory residential environment, be self sufficient in public open 

                                                 
2
  Planning Policy Guidance Note 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation  

(ODPM, 2002) 
3
  Assessing Needs and Opportunities: A Companion Guide to PPG17 (ODPM, 2002) 

4
             Knowsley Open Space, Sport & Recreation Needs Assessment & Strategy  

(PMP, 2005)  



 

 

space. In general the individual SRAs comprise a housing estate or 
similar identifiable residential neighbourhood with the boundaries 
drawn along barriers to safe and convenient pedestrian access, 
such as main roads, railway lines, and water bodies.  
 

xii. The designation of SRA boundaries ensures that the measurement 
of surpluses and deficits applies appropriately to the population 
within, with regard to both quantity and accessibility. If the SRA 
were too large, it would be difficult to apply commuted sum funds 
and ensure relevance to the community they are supposed to relate 
to, whereas if the SRAs were too small this could give rise to 
unrealistic expectations (e.g. “not every street can have its own 
park”). 
 

xiii. An exception to the above is the outdoor sports typology. For 
outdoor sports provision, the Council now uses larger areas, known 
as "Community Areas" (which broadly reflect the Borough‟s four 
“township” areas of Halewood, Huyton, Kirkby and 
Prescot/Whiston/Cronton) to reflect the fact that people generally 
travel further to access such provision.     
 

xiv. Existing local standards are set out in Table 2.1 of the main report. 
 
Knowsley’s Current Situation 

 
xv. The Greenspaces Audit indicates that Knowsley as a whole and its 

four Community Areas are all well served in quantitative terms as 
indicated in Table (i) below. Particularly large quantitative 
greenspace surpluses exist for parks and gardens, and amenity 
greenspace provision. Detailed information specific to SRAs is 
available in the main report. 

 
Table (i)  Overview of Quantitative Performance of 
Greenspace relative to SRA Standards 
  

Area Typology 
Surplus / 
Deficit (ha) 

Knowsley 

Parks & Gardens 146.50 

Amenity Greenspace 192.18 

Provision for Children & Young 
People 

-18.58 

Allotments -2.92 

Kirkby 

Parks & Gardens 19.63 

Amenity Greenspace 96.95 

Provision for Children & Young People -5.21 

Allotments -0.86 

Huyton 

Parks & Gardens 31.06 

Amenity Greenspace 62.37 

Provision for Children & Young People -7.59 

Allotments 
 

-0.46 



 

 

Prescot, 
Whiston & 
Cronton 
Village 

Parks & Gardens 59.46 

Amenity Greenspace 9.05 

Provision for Children & Young People -3.93 

Allotments -0.76 

Halewood 

Parks & Gardens 36.35 

Amenity Greenspace 17.27 

Provision for Children & Young People -1.85 

Allotments -0.83 

 
xvi. 31 of Knowsley‟s 38 SRAs have a cumulative surplus of provision 

i.e. of all types of greenspace.  However the distribution is not equal 
across the four townships and there are localised surpluses and 
deficits in terms of quantity, quality and accessibility.   
 

xvii. There has been a general trend of improvement in the quantity, 
quality and accessibility of all typologies of greenspaces available to 
local residents through significant investment over the last five 
years. In particular, this is evident in terms of the number of sites 
that fulfil the current definition of a park or garden which has 
doubled since 2008. This is primarily due to enhancements 
associated with the Green Space Strategy and the diversification of 
former amenity greenspaces through the addition of local play 
facilities via the Play Pathfinder initiative. 

 
xviii. Deficits however remain in a number of areas. The current 

distribution of green space is therefore not equal for all residents of 
Knowsley and a number of typology and location specific 
recommendations are therefore offered to work towards equitable 
access to greenspaces for current and future residents. Existing 
surplus provision is generally associated with significant sites that 
are distributed unevenly across the borough, with deficits still 
occurring in localised areas. There are also significant local 
variations in quality and the ability of residents to access facilities, 
particularly with regard to parks and gardens. 

 
xix. In contrast, there is an overall quantity deficit relating to provision 

for children and young people and allotments in Knowsley as a 
whole and in all four community areas. However it could be that the 
quantity standard for provision for children and young people is too 
high, given that quantitative standards have not been met despite 
recent targeted investment that has addressed previously identified 
quality and accessibility deficits.  
 

xx. In addition, there is also quantitative deficit in terms of allotment 
provision in Knowsley as a whole and in all four Community Areas. 
However the distribution is variable and local deficits in many cases 
are accommodated by overlapping catchment areas providing 
suitable accessibility. The general quality of allotment sites has 
improved in the last three years 
 



 

 

xxi. The majority of Knowsley‟s residents are within the currently 
required accessibility distances for each typology; however local 
deficits have been identified within all community areas, with 
actions recommended in the main report to address the individual 
situations identified. 
 

xxii. Additional recommendations are offered to ensure positive planning 
for natural and semi natural spaces, green corridors, cemeteries, 
indoor sports facilities, despite the absence of existing standards for 
each. In this regard, there has been significant investment in 
enhancements to management, maintenance and provision of sites 
and facilities which has addressed some of the key issues 
associated to the 2005 study, such as limited networks for walking 
and cycling, and the range / condition of facilities available to 
Knowsley residents. However there are still many site specific 
priorities in this regard that have still to be addressed. 
 

xxiii. The Audit indicates that Knowsley is well served in quantitative 
terms for outdoor sports provision available for Community Use as 
indicated in Table (ii). However, whilst Kirkby and Huyton are in 
quantitative surplus, Prescot, Whiston & Cronton Village and 
Halewood are in quantitative deficit. 

 
Table (ii) Overview of Outdoor Sports Provision relative to 
Community Area Standards 

 

Area 
Surplus / Deficit (ha) for 
Community Use Only 

Knowsley 65.46 

Kirkby 48.18 

Huyton 49.17 

Prescot, Whiston & 
Cronton Village 

-17.04 

Halewood -14.84 

 

xxiv. Table (ii) does not necessarily accurately reflect how the distribution 
of outdoor sports provision in Knowsley compares to overall need. 
This additional information is provided in a separate Playing Pitch 
Assessment and Strategy which also includes the detailed 
methodology for the quality assessments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Current Situation in Community Areas 
 
Kirkby 
 

xxv. Kirkby has 284.14 ha of public open space that contributes to 
Knowsley‟s adopted standards (actual total following deduction of 
dual functionality in terms of outdoor sports provision and amenity 
greenspace / parks and gardens). This represents an overall 
surplus of 110.51 ha relative to current standards. 
 

xxvi. Kirkby has a large provision of amenity greenspace for its 
population with an overall surplus within this typology of 96.81 ha. 
All but one of its Substantial Residential Areas also has a surplus 
within this typology (the exception being SRA7: Field Lane).   
 

xxvii. The majority of surplus greenspace is attributable to SRA2: Tower 
Hill (+30.89 ha), SRA5: Northwood (+25.06 ha) and SRA6: 
Southdene (+17.46 ha). However much of this space is amenity 
greenspace which is not always of good quality with problems of 
under use, tipping and anti social behaviour.  
 

xxviii. The area is served by a number of Knowsley‟s important parks and 
gardens including Saxon Green, Old Rough, Mill Dam, Millbrook 
Park Millennium Green, Mill Dam, Webster Park, Wignall Park and 
St. Chads Gardens. However local deficiencies still remain in 2 
SRAs (SRA2: Tower Hill and SRA6: Southdene). 
 

xxix. An important network of green space exists along the Simonswood 
/ Kirkby Brook corridors, linking Tower Hill and the North of Kirkby 
to Kirkby Town Centre and Knowsley College. The network also 
includes the excellent quality parks at St. Chads Gardens, Millbrook 
Park Millennium Green and Mill Dam, together with four Local 
Wildlife Sites (LWS) and important areas in the natural and semi 
natural typology. 
 

xxx. With regard to the children and young people typology, there is a 
land deficit of 5.21 ha when considered against adopted UDP 
standards and applied pro-rata to the Kirkby area population. This is 
despite recent investment through the Play Pathfinder initiative 
which has significantly improved the range and overall quality of 
facilities available to local residents. 
 

xxxi. There are three allotment sites in Kirkby at: Delaware Crescent (12 
plots); Quernmore (6 plots); and Roughwood Drive (6 plots). 
However, these are confined to only two SRAs (4 & 5). Local 
deficiencies therefore exist in other SRAs, together with a marginal 
deficiency overall of 0.86 ha in Kirkby. 
 



 

 

xxxii. There are 42.68 ha of accessible Natural and Semi Natural sites 
which are not included in other typologies and 0.16 ha of 
Cemeteries / Churchyards.  
 

xxxiii. There are 125.1 ha of outdoor sports provision in Kirkby - a surplus 
of 48.18 ha. However, the Liverpool Municipal golf course (which 
adjoins SRA7 and is 80.07 ha in area) accounts for a significant 
proportion of the provision and many of the existing sites are 
considered to be poor quality. 
 
Huyton 
 

xxxiv. Huyton has 262.21 ha of public open space that contributes to 
Knowsley‟s adopted standards (actual total following deduction of 
dual functionality in terms of outdoor sports provision and amenity 
greenspace / parks and gardens).  This represents an overall 
surplus of 90.42 ha relative to current standards.  
 

xxxv. The Community Area has a varied level of provision. 13 of its SRAs 
are in a position of overall surplus and 3 SRAs are in a position of 
overall deficit. 
 

xxxvi. The area is served by a number of Knowsley‟s important parks and 
gardens including Bowring Park, Court Hey Park, Huyton KGV, 
McGoldrick Park, Sawpit Park, Jubilee Park, Wastle Bridge Park 
and St. Johns Millennium Green, together with a section of Stadt 
Moers Park. However, local deficiencies still remain for park and 
gardens in 8 SRAs, notwithstanding a significant surplus of land 
area comprising 36.10 ha when considered pro-rata relative to need 
associated to Huyton‟s population. 
 

xxxvii. There is an important network of green space which exists along 
the Woolfall Heath / River Alt corridors and links the southern part 
of Stockbridge Village to Huyton town centre. This is considered to 
be an important strategic green link for the town which allows for 
sustainable forms of transportation and which helps to sustain 
valuable biodiversity (flora and fauna) across the Borough. This 
green link includes 2 Local Wildlife Sites. 
 

xxxviii. In addition, the area also includes the Knowsley Hall Estate, which 
is a strategic greenspace link based upon its landscape function 
which comprises 962.65 ha of land that is designated as Historic 
Park and Gardens. However, most of the Estate is privately owned 
and not accessible for unrestricted public use or recreation. 
 

xxxix. With regard to the children and young people typology, there is a 
land deficit of 7.59 ha when considered against adopted UDP 
standards and applied pro-rata to the Huyton area population. This 
is despite recent investment through the Play Pathfinder initiative 



 

 

which has significantly improved the range and overall quality of 
facilities available to local residents. 
 

xl. There are three allotment sites in Huyton: Cuper Crescent (11 
plots), Stadt Moers (20 plots), Bowring Park (40 plots) and 
Glendevon Road (12 plots). Local deficiencies exist, together with a 
marginal deficiency overall of 0.46 ha when considered against 
adopted UDP standards and applied pro-rata to the Huyton area 
population. 
 

xli. There are also 56.86 ha of accessible Natural and Semi Natural 
sites not included in other typologies and 2.17 ha of Cemeteries / 
Churchyards.  
 

xlii. There are 156.61 ha of Outdoor Sports Provision (including playing 
fields) in Huyton - a surplus of 45.89 ha.  However the golf courses 
at Bowring Park and Huyton Golf Club (which total 83.77 ha in area) 
account for a significant proportion of the provision and the quality 
of sites is variable. 
 
Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
 

xliii. Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area has 130.95 ha of 
public open space contributing to existing standards (actual total 
following deduction of dual functionality in terms of outdoor sports 
provision and amenity greenspace / parks and gardens). This 
represents an overall surplus of 56.87 ha relative to current 
standards.  
 

xliv. The level of local provision varies however as 6 of the Community 
Area‟s SRAs have an overall surplus and 2 SRAs have an overall 
deficit.  
 

xlv. The area has a cumulative surplus of amenity greenspace; however 
the level of amenity greenspace surplus is generally lower than 
other community areas, with 2 of the 8 SRAs in deficit for this 
typology. 
 

xlvi. The area is served by a number of important parks and gardens 
including Eaton Street Recreation Ground, Henley Park, Whitestone 
Millennium Green and The Pasture, together with a large section of 
Stadt Moers Park. However local deficiencies still remain in 4 
SRAs, notwithstanding a significant surplus of land area comprising 
52.51 ha when considered relative to cumulative need for the 
Prescot, Whiston and Cronton area population. 
 

xlvii. Stadt Moers Park provides an important network of green space. 
This is linked to the Whiston - Cronton corridor which is intended to 
be extended via the Cronton Colliery site through to Cronton Village 
in the future. This forms an important strategic green link which 



 

 

allows for sustainable forms of transportation to take place and 
accommodates valuable biodiversity (flora and fauna). This green 
link also includes 10 Local Wildlife Sites. An additional spur of this 
strategic greenspace links Stadt Moers with Whiston Hospital and 
Huyton town centre via a Sustrans cycle network. 
 

xlviii. With regard to the children and young people typology, there is a 
land deficit of 3.93 ha when considered against adopted UDP 
standards and applied cumulatively relative to the Prescot, Whiston 
and Cronton area population. This is despite recent investment 
through the Play Pathfinder initiative which has significantly 
improved the range and overall quality of facilities available to local 
residents. 
 

xlix. There is only a single allotment site in Prescot, Whiston and 
Cronton at Molyneux Drive (SRA27), which has 9 plots. Local 
deficiencies are therefore identifiable in other SRAs, together with a 
marginal deficiency overall of 0.76 ha when considered against 
adopted UDP standards and applied pro-rata to the Prescot, 
Whiston and Cronton area population. 
 

l. The locality also has 17.07 ha of accessible Natural and Semi 
Natural sites not included in other typologies, and 7.75 ha of 
Cemeteries / Churchyards.  
 

li. There are 31.87 ha of Outdoor Sports Provision (including playing 
pitches) in Prescot, Whiston and Cronton - a deficit of 17.04 ha.  
However unlike the areas of surplus within Knowsley, this 
community area does not contain a golf course, and therefore the 
actual provision of playing fields and other facilities is not 
disproportionately lower relative to population size, although the 
quality of sites is variable. 

 
Halewood 
 

lii. Halewood Community Area has 93.92 ha of public open space 
contributing to existing adopted standards (actual total following 
deduction of dual functionality in terms of outdoor sports provision 
and amenity greenspace / parks and gardens).This represents an 
overall surplus of 50.94 ha relative to current SRA standards.  
 

liii. The distribution of provision is varied with 5 of its SRAs in a position 
of overall surplus and 2 SRAs in a position of overall deficit.  
 

liv. The area has a cumulative surplus of amenity greenspace; however 
the level of amenity greenspace surplus is generally lower than 
other community areas, with 2 of the 7 SRAs being in deficit relative 
to this typology. Furthermore the sites are of generally lower quality, 
with often low recreational value and low amenity value offering little 
or no provision of facilities. 



 

 

 
lv. The locality is served by a number of Knowsley‟s important parks 

and gardens including Frensham Park, Grace Park, Halewood 
Doorstep Green and Halewood Park. However, local deficiencies 
exist in 2 SRAs, notwithstanding a significant surplus of land area 
comprising 36.35 ha when considered relative to cumulative need 
associated to the Halewood area population. 
 

lvi. There is an important network of green space associated with 
Halewood Park which forms part of the Halewood Triangle linking 
the Trans-Pennine Trail and the National Cycle Network, and 
Gateacre to the North West of Halewood to Halewood Station. This 
provides an important strategic green link which allows for 
sustainable forms of transportation to take place and which sustains 
valuable biodiversity (flora and fauna). The Halewood Park section 
of the green link also includes a Local Wildlife Site.  
 

lvii. For the children and young people typology there is a land deficit of 
1.85 ha when considered against adopted UDP standards and 
applied pro-rata to the Halewood area population. This is despite 
recent investment through the Play Pathfinder initiative which has 
significantly improved the range and overall quality of facilities 
available to local residents. 

 
lviii. There is only a single allotment site in Halewood at Holland Park 

(SRA38), which has 8 plots. Local deficiencies therefore exist in 
other SRAs together with a marginal deficiency overall of 0.83 ha 
when considered against adopted UDP standards and applied pro-
rata to the Halewood area population. 
 

lix. The area has 48.25 ha of accessible Natural and Semi Natural sites 
not included in other typologies and 7.75 ha of Cemeteries / 
Churchyards.  
 

lx. There are 31.87 ha of Outdoor Sports Provision (including playing 
pitches) in Halewood - a deficit of 14.84 ha.  However unlike the 
areas of surplus within Knowsley, this community area does not 
contain a golf course and therefore the actual provision of playing 
fields and other facilities is not disproportionately lower relative to 
population size. 
 
Key recommendations 
 

lxi. The key recommendations of the Audit can be summarised as 
follows; 
 Investment priorities should be balanced between maintaining 

existing high quality spaces throughout Knowsley and 
targeting enhancements to ensure an appropriate distribution 
of accessible spaces with a good quality rating as a minimum. 



 

 

 The Council should consider opportunities for the 
diversification of existing sites to maximise the range of Green 
Infrastructure functions and benefits, including opportunities 
for Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS). 

 Enhancements should be prioritised to address existing 
deficiencies relative to quality and accessibility standards with 
broad areas of search in this context set out in the main 
report. 

 All existing parks and gardens should be retained and 
managed to the highest standard in working towards Green 
Flag award status with improvements to include a focus upon 
better general linkages, entrances and access to parks. 

 Emphasis upon the retention, maintenance and improvement 
of key amenity greenspace sites to create more attractive and 
useable spaces offering a range of active recreation 
opportunities and passive benefits.  

 Explore the possibility of releasing surplus sites to address 
alternative development needs, where the space has limited 
value as greenspace and where it is unsuitable in terms of 
scale, shape or location to address deficits in other 
greenspace typologies. 

 Potential opportunities for new provision or diversification of 
the function of existing or surplus amenity greenspace sites to 
address quantitative deficiencies in other typologies should be 
prioritised. 

 All existing provision for children and young people to be 
retained and managed to the highest standard in working 
towards qualitative standards equivalent to Green Flag award 
status. 

 New and existing play spaces for both children and young 
people should be designed and managed using the key 
policies set out in Knowsley‟s Play Strategy. 

 Consider reducing the quantitative standard for this typology, 
thereby aligning with the outcomes of this audit to ensure 
appropriate priorities for future investment. This is noting that 
the current standards appear unachievable in many areas 
despite recent improvements, given the average scale of 
individual facilities relative to the scale of deficit existing. It is 
therefore questionable whether the current standards reflect 
localised need relative to qualitative and accessibility 
requirements. 

 All existing allotment provision to be retained and managed to 
the highest standard in working towards qualitative standards 
equivalent to Green Flag award status. 

 Consider the possibility of expanding the area of 
measurement for allotment provision beyond SRA level 
through the Local Plan process, as the standard may be more 
effectively addressed at a Community Area level through 
investment in shared facilities in locations where access to 
existing provision is deficient.  



 

 

 All existing provision of natural and semi natural greenspaces 
to be retained and managed to the highest standard in 
working towards qualitative standards equivalent to Green 
Flag award status. 

 Ensuring support for the wider delivery of the primary 
objectives of the Green Space Strategy, the Liverpool City 
Region Green Infrastructure Framework, and the Liverpool 
City Region Ecological Framework, including preparation of 
management plans for all individual sites. 

 Preparation of a separate Playing Pitch Assessment and 
Strategy to provide the key recommendations for site specific 
priorities relative to quantity of outdoor sports provision, 
potential improvement of sites which are not in active use and 
whether current standards require amendment. 

 Consider the possibility of expanding the scale of partnership 
agreements relating to existing school facilities and pitches, to 
meet any quantitative or qualitative shortfalls in provision that 
may be identified as part of the Playing Pitch Assessment and 
Strategy. 

 Prioritise continued investment in the hub and spoke approach 
to the provision of leisure facilities within Knowsley to support 
the Leisure Strategy. 

 Green spaces which form part of green corridors should be 
protected from development in order to sustain the existing 
links created. 

 A strategic approach to the expansion of the existing network 
of green corridors in Knowsley should be developed, with a 
focus upon linking the major open spaces together, to provide 
greater opportunities for informal recreation and enhance 
access to the surrounding countryside on the fringes of urban 
areas. 

 The long term sustainability of Knowsley‟s existing provision of 
cemeteries and churchyards should be assessed through a 
separate review to inform the extent of potential future need 
for expansion of existing sites or new provision. 

 



 

 

Section 1:  
 

Introduction & Policy Context 
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Background 
 
1.1 Public open space is an important part of modern living. The provision 

of different types of open space, to meet a variety of needs across the 
Borough, forms part of a wider strategy for creating a healthier society 
and improving residents‟ quality of life.  The range of benefits includes; 
biodiversity, climate change adaptation, education, green economics 
and increased property values. They also contribute to health and well 
being, historic character, land and water management, landscape 
value, linkages between places, outdoor recreation, sport and leisure, 
public accessibility, quality of place, rural enterprise, tourism and waste 
management. In general, public open space makes the Borough a 
more attractive place in which to live and invest and hence works 
towards the goal of regeneration. 

 
1.2 The Borough‟s network of public open space forms part of the strategic 

network of greenspace and provides opportunities to meet the 
recreational needs of residents, to encourage them to pursue healthier 
and more active lifestyles. 
 

1.3 It is important to maintain a realistic and up to date audit of greenspace 
provision within Knowsley as this helps to monitor how the policies in 
the Knowsley Replacement Unitary Development Plan (UDP) 5 are 
being applied and assess their ongoing role in achieving the defined 
standards. This helps the Council to take a strategic view as to which 
areas of public open space should be retained to meet public needs, 
where priorities for future investment should be and identifies areas of 
potential surplus of different types of greenspace and that may have 
the ability to satisfy deficiencies in other types of public open space or 
alternatively help meet the current and future development needs in the 
Borough.  
 

1.4 This audit also is intended to assist in determining what is required 
from developers in terms of provision of new open space and 
commuted sums towards the improvement and maintenance of public 
open space (as explained by the Greenspace Standards and New 
Development Supplementary Planning Document 6). 

 
National Policy 
 

1.5. Planning Policy Guidance 17 7 (PPG17) stated that local authorities 
should undertake robust assessments of the existing and future needs 
of their communities for open space and recreational facilities. It also 
states that local authorities should undertake audits of existing open 
space, sports and recreational facilities and should use the information 

                                                 
5  Knowsley Replacement Unitary Development Plan – Adopted June 2006  

(Knowsley MBC, 2006) 
6
  Greenspace Standards and New Development SPD – Adopted  November 2007  

              (Knowsley MBC, 2007) 
Planning Policy Guidance 17: Planning for sport, open space and recreation  (ODPM, 2003) 
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gained from assessment of needs and opportunities to set locally 
derived standards for the provision of open spaces in their local areas. 
 

1.6. This audit was originally prepared in the context of PPG17; however 
this document was superseded on the 27th March 2012 upon 
publication of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

 
1.7. The NPPF is broadly consistent with the previous approach of PPG17 

in making clear, that an up-to-date assessment of the needs for open 
space, sports and recreation facilities and opportunities for new 
provision is required. In this regard, local authorities can utilise this 
information to enable them to make decisions about whether public 
open space should be retained to meet the communities‟ needs or if it 
is surplus to requirements and can be considered for other uses. This 
consideration should consider all of the roles and functions that the 
open space can perform and should not be based on simply the 
quantitative assessment (i.e. is there enough public open space). 
 

1.8. The NPPF states an assessment should be based on quantitative and 
qualitative factors, however from a local perspective and monitoring 
purposes it is considered appropriate to expand the criteria to include 
the three local standards previously required under PPG17. This will 
enable more accurate recommendations that are area specific in terms 
of local needs. These are as set out below. 

 

 
 
1.9. With regard to the above, the three standards can be defined as 

follows; 
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- Quantity Standards - A minimum amount of green space of different 
types 

- Quality Standards - A level of quality that green spaces of different 
types should attain 

- Accessibility - How far residents have to travel to reach different 
types of green space 

 
1.10. In terms of identifying local need, community consultations are 

essential to identify local attitudes to existing provision and local 
expectations for additional or improved provision. The NPPF relies less 
on the implementation of national standards and places increased 
emphasis on local needs. The assessment of needs should therefore 
result in qualitative visions, quantity and accessibility standards that 
reflect the type and amount of facilities that local communities want to 
see.  
 
Local Policy 
 

1.11. The existing Knowsley Standards are the product of an extensive 
programme of consultation and research. A study 8 conducted by PMP 
consultants in 2005 provided a baseline data set and needs 
assessment. In order to identify local need, a series of consultations 
were carried out, these included: 

 5,000 household questionnaires disseminated across the Borough 
(users and non users), 

 „drop in‟ neighbourhood sessions in each of the analysis areas 
inviting local residents and group, 

 press releases, specific email address and text messaging service 
set up to allow the general public to provide comments on open 
space, 

 internal one-to-one consultations with Council officers and relevant 
groups, 

 focus groups with specific community organisations (including 
„friends groups‟) 

 consultation with external agencies. 
 

1.12. This information formed the basis for the current adopted standards in 
the UDP 9 and the associated Greenspace Standards and New 
Development SPD, together with projected future needs taking account 
of socio-demographic trends, participation trends and planned new 
provision.   
 

1.13. New development in Knowsley since 2006, including new community 
uses delivered as part of the Building Schools for the Future 
programme and play pathfinder investment, has necessitated that a 
new assessment of provision be undertaken as part of the Local 

                                                 
8
  Knowsley Open Space, Recreation and Sports Needs Assessment and Strategy     

              (PMP, 2005) 
9
  Knowsley Replacement Unitary Development Plan – Adopted June 2006  

(Knowsley MBC, 2006) 
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Development Framework (LDF). This assessment looks at the quantity 
of greenspace provision, the quality and the accessibility and is 
measured against adopted standards based on local need contained in 
Chapter 10 of the UDP and the associated Greenspace Standards and 
New Development SPD. The audit represents a „snapshot‟ of provision 
as of 1st July 2011 and will need to be monitored and updated annually 
in order to provide an up to date basis for a strategic approach to 
development, whilst informing the maintenance and enhancement 
strategies for Knowsley‟s open space assets. 
 

1.14. The adopted standards have only been in place for five years and 
underpin a long term approach for greenspace provision to meet 
established needs and priorities within Knowsley.  In this regard, it is 
considered appropriate to provide an audit relating to progress and 
performance against the standards in 2011 to update previous data for 
the Local Development Framework, rather than undertake a new needs 
assessment other than for playing pitches which will be completed in a 
separate study. 
 

1.15. This document forms an important part of the evidence base which will 
inform the development of the Local Development Framework. It will 
help to determine the Council‟s approach to looking strategically at 
overall provision of public open space and the role it has to play in 
creating sustainable communities in which people want to live and 
work.  

 
Regional Policy 

 
1.16. In May 2010, following the general election, the new Coalition 

Government announced its intention to introduce significant changes to 
the planning system.  Although the Government's intention to work 
towards the revocation through the Localism Bill is noted, the Regional 
Spatial Strategy for the North West (RSS) 10 remains part of the 
development plan for Knowsley at this point in time. 

 
1.17. Policy EM3 (Green Infrastructure) of RSS states that local authorities 

should, in identifying green infrastructure, develop and manage new 
areas of open space. This should be complemented by the retention 
and enhancement of existing sites. 

 
Sub-regional Policy 

 
1.18. The Liverpool City Region comprises the local authorities of Halton, 

Knowsley, Liverpool, St. Helens, Sefton and Wirral. The strong working 
relationships which operate across the City Region were formalised in 
2009 by the formation of the Liverpool City Region Cabinet. There are 
also close working relationships with other neighbouring districts 

                                                 
10

  The North West Plan: Regional Spatial Strategy to 2021 (GONW, 2008) 
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including West Lancashire, Warrington and Cheshire West and 
Chester. 

 
1.19. Key policy documents at the City Region level include: 

 The Liverpool City Region Multi-Area Agreement 11 provides a 
common set of goals for the City Region, thereby helping the area 
to compete for jobs and investment. 

 The Action Plan for the Liverpool City Region 2008 – 2011 12 gives 
details of projects and programmes to be implemented across the 
Liverpool City Region and guides investment from the private, 
public and voluntary sectors. 

 
Associated Strategies 

 
1.20. The Knowsley Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) brought together 

Knowsley Council, public services and private, voluntary and 
community organisations to develop Local Area Agreements (LAA) and 
Knowsley‟s Sustainable Community Strategy 2008-2023 13. The 
Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) presents a fifteen year vision 
for Knowsley and is the starting point for all key programmes and 
services that affect local communities and neighbourhoods.  

 
1.21. The vision for the Sustainable Community Strategy is “Knowsley: the 

Borough of Choice”. If the vision is successfully achieved in 15 years 
time, Knowsley will have a sustainable and diverse population and will 
be known for its successful suburban townships, providing a sense of 
place and community. 
 

1.22. In continuing to address the objectives of the Sustainable Community 
Strategy, Knowsley has identified a number of outcomes in the 
Knowsley Corporate Plan 2010-11 with an emphasis upon improving 
people‟s lives through addressing local needs, translated into the 
following four key objectives; 

 Every Child Matters,  
 Healthy, Independent 
 Prosperous Knowsley 
 Safer and Stronger 
 

1.23. To achieve the above cross cutting thematic objectives, the Council is 
seeking to: 

 raise attainment and skills; 
 unlock potential and raise aspirations; 
 provide a well connected Knowsley; 
 maintain a diverse and prosperous economy; 
 provide safer and more cohesive communities; 

                                                 
11

  Liverpool City Region Multi Area Agreement (Merseyside Partnership, 2009) 
12

  Action Plan for the Liverpool City Region 2008 – 2011 (Merseyside Partnership,   
              2008) 
13

  Knowsley Sustainable Community Strategy 2008 – 2023 (Knowsley MBC, 2008)  
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 improve the offer and quality of place, and; 
 increase economic activity at all levels. 

 
1.24. With regard to the above, it is considered that greenspace can play an 

important role in helping the Council deliver some of its corporate 
objectives by providing good quality accessible spaces for local 
residents to participate in activities which have a positive effect upon 
their health and wellbeing. 
 

1.25. The objective for Knowsley‟s green spaces will not be achieved in 
isolation. The strategy will be delivered in partnership, with the Local 
Development Plan and associated documents such as the Green 
Space Strategy 14, providing a key element in helping to deliver the 
Sustainable Community Strategy that has identified the following seven 
key strategic drivers for change: 

 Increasing economic activity at all levels 
 A well connected Knowsley 
 Safer more cohesive communities 
 Improving the offer/quality of place 
 Unlocking the potential and raising aspirations 
 Raising attainment levels and skills 

 
1.26. Knowsley‟s Replacement Unitary Development Plan (UDP) was 

adopted by Knowsley Council in June 2006 and thereby form part of 
the current "development plan" for Knowsley (together with . In 2009, 
the Council "saved" most of the UDP policies, along with its proposals 
map, under the transition to the LDF system. The "saved" UDP policies 
presently form part of the statutory development plan for Knowsley and 
are therefore currently used by the Council to determine planning 
applications. Some of these policies will lapse when the Core Strategy 
is adopted in 2012; whereas others will continue to be "saved" until 
subsequent Development Plan Documents (DPDs) are adopted. 

 
1.27. The Unitary Development Plan contains several policies which relate to 

urban greenspace and specifically, publicly accessible open space. 
The policies of the UDP aim to ensure that adequate levels of open 
space are provided both in the existing residential areas and resulting 
from new development. Three policies in particular, OS3, OS4 and 
OS5, contain standards to ensure that there is an adequate level of 
accessible public open space in the Borough. In order to apply these 
standards, this assessment shows the level of provision, in terms of 
quantity, quality and accessibility across the Borough and identifies 
which open spaces may be surplus to requirements and which 
greenspaces need to be protected in order to make up deficiencies in 
public open space. The current adopted standards are discussed in 
more detail within the Knowsley context section. 

 

                                                 
14

  Knowsley Green Space Strategy 2010 – 2014 (Knowsley MBC, 2010) 
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1.28. The Greenspace Standards and New Development SPD, was prepared 
in line with the greenspace policies in the UDP to provide further 
guidance on the need for appropriate greenspace provision and the 
requirement for developers to contribute to new public open space and 
to enhance and maintain existing sites. 

 
1.29. Knowsley‟s original audit of public open space were undertaken in April 

2005, with the Council using the findings to help set appropriate 
standards for delivery of each of the typologies of public open space 
set out in PPG17. Subsequent updates of the audit were completed in 
2007 and 2009 and utilised primarily for Development Management 
purposes relative to quantitative standards in the context of the 
Greenspace Standards and New Development SPD. Given the limited 
focus on quality and accessibility in each of these years, the data was 
not published as part of a report and does not currently form part of the 
Council‟s evidence base. 
 

1.30. Knowsley's Green Space Strategy provides a vision for greenspaces, 
as follows: 

"A linked, preserved and enhanced network of good quality 
greenspaces that excite and inspire communities and contribute 
towards the creation of vibrant, healthy and sustainable 
neighbourhoods across Knowsley." 

 
1.31. An appropriate quantity of diverse, accessible and high quality open 

and greenspaces can contribute significantly to people's quality of life, 
the overall achievement of prosperous, vibrant and sustainable 
neighbourhoods and enhancement of Knowsley's image. Open and 
greenspaces have a key role in the protection of the environment, 
providing habitats for flora and fauna, and enhancing the health and 
wellbeing of communities by encouraging physical activity and 
exercise.  
 

1.32. The Council's adopted Green Space Strategy supports the primary 
objective of protecting and enhancing all types of greenspace, and will 
be supplemented by evidence from a new Planning Pitch Assessment 
and Strategy, together with this Greenspace Audit, which identifies all 
spaces of public benefit, whether passive or active. The Playing Pitch 
Assessment and Strategy will be published separately. The evidence 
from both documents will inform the local delivery strategy and ensure 
appropriate investment in and management of the diverse range of 
greenspace in Knowsley, including formal sports pitches and parks, 
informal open spaces, children's play areas, allotments, wildlife habitats 
and corridors to support local quantitative, qualitative and accessibility 
standards within UDP policies and the associated Greenspace 
Standards and New Development SPD, together with those emerging 
through the LDF. 

 
1.33. Knowsley Council has a legal duty to prepare, and then keep up to 

date, a Local Development Framework (LDF). This will identify the 
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priorities for new development in the Borough and where this should 
take place. It will identify what the balance should be between 
promoting new housing, shops, factories, community and leisure 
facilities, and protecting and enhancing key environmental assets, such 
as open spaces and sites of wildlife interest. 
 

1.34. The Council has started to prepare a new Core Strategy DPD as a 
priority within the LDF. This is the overarching borough wide strategy 
for the LDF as it translates the Sustainable Community Strategy within 
the spatial planning system. The Core Strategy will replace the more 
strategic elements of the existing UDP setting out a new vision for 
Knowsley as a whole and a vision for each of the four township areas. 
The document will develop these visions into sets of priorities and core 
policies creating a framework for private investment and regeneration 
that promotes economic, environmental and social well-being. 
 

1.35. There is further scope for review of the Borough‟s public open space as 
part of the process of preparing the evidence base for the Core 
Strategy. The assessment of provision will underpin the development of 
strategic policies which set out the broad spatial approach to 
development within the Borough (including provision of public open 
space) and also the development of more specific development control 
policies to identify the specific approach to public open space and new 
development within the Borough. 
 

1.36. The Core Strategy is the key element of the spatial development plan 
for the Borough. Public open space has a key role to play in terms of 
meeting specific recreational requirements of the Borough‟s population 
as well as contributing to Knowsley‟s development needs where 
necessary and appropriate. 
 

1.37. The audit will enable the standards in the Unitary Development Plan to 
be reviewed to see if they are appropriate against the requirements of 
the local community. This will help to determine the requirement for 
new public open space or the release of existing surplus open space to 
provide for other development needs across the Borough.



 

 

Section 2:  

 
Implementation of Knowsley  
Standards 
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Implementation of Standards 
 
2.1. The assessment of greenspace in the audit against adopted standards 

is intended to provide the following information in facilitating 
appropriate strategies and investment priorities, through identification 
of; 
 areas of quantitative deficit and surplus; 
 areas of qualitative deficit; 
 deficiencies in accessibility; 
 the spatial distribution of unmet demand for different types of 

spaces and recreational use; 
 

2.2. The measurement of open space within Knowsley, in terms of 
recording against quantitative and accessibility standards, is based 
around the division of the Borough into areas of measurement referred 
to as Substantial Residential Areas (SRAs). There are 38 SRAs in 
Knowsley. The concept of SRAs was first used by the Council in its 
open space model, developed in 1995 and updated in 1999. 
 

2.3. An SRA is a residential area that should, in order to provide a 
satisfactory residential environment, be self sufficient in public open 
space. In general it would conform to a housing estate or similar 
identifiable residential neighbourhood with the boundaries drawn along 
barriers to safe and convenient pedestrian access, such as main roads, 
railway lines, water bodies and similar.  
 

2.4. Table 2.1 below, provides an overview of Knowsley‟s current adopted 
qualitative and quantitative standards with the UDP and Greenspace 
Standards and New Development SPD; 
 
Table 2.1 Knowsley’s Adopted Local Standards 

 

Typology Description Quantity 
Standard 

(Ha per 1000 
population) 

Accessibility 
Standard 

(Recommended 
distance) 

Parks and 
Gardens 

Formal and urban parks 
and gardens 

0.8 1.2km 
(15 minute walk) 

Amenity 
Green 
Space 

Areas of informal 
greenspaces in and 
around housing areas 

0.5 800m 
(10 minute walk) 

Children 
and Young 
People 

Play spaces and provision 
for young people, e.g, 
skate parks and play 
areas 

0.2 800m 
(10 minute walk) 

Allotments Areas for growing fruit and 
vegetables 

0.05 1.6km 
(20 minute walk) 
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Outdoor 
Sports 
Provision 

Playing fields and other 
sports pitches 

1.85 6km 
(15 minute by car) 

 

 Assessing Quantity and Accessibility Distances 
 
2.5. The designation of SRA boundaries ensures that the measurement of 

surpluses and deficits applies appropriately to the population within, 
with regard to both quantity and accessibility. Too large an SRA makes 
it difficult to apply commuted sum funds and ensure relevance to the 
community they are supposed to relate to, whereas too small of an 
SRA leads to unrealistic targets (e.g. not every street can have its own 
park). 
 

2.6. The UDP makes it clear in policy OS3 that SRAs will continue to be 
used as the geographical unit, within which sufficient open space must 
be provided to serve the local population.  This geographical unit is the 
measurement for standards relating to the following typologies; parks 
and gardens, amenity greenspace, provision for children and young 
people and allotments. 
 

2.7. The exception to the above is the outdoor sports typology. For outdoor 
sports provision, the Council now uses larger areas, known as 
"Community Areas" to reflect the fact that people can travel further to 
access such provision and therefore provision has been looked at on a 
township scale.     
 

2.8. The SRA boundaries are shown on the accompanying maps within 
each township section. The Community Areas are a collection of SRAs 
which relate to the largest settlements within Knowsley Borough 
(Kirkby, Huyton, Prescot and Halewood and have been designated to 
reflect the fact that residents will travel beyond the SRA boundaries to 
utilise typology 6 developments (Outdoor Sports Facilities). The 
requirement for provision of typology 6 is therefore based against the 
population contained within the Community Area and commuted sums 
obtained from new developments will therefore also be utilised within 
this area.  
 

2.9. It should be noted that many green spaces contain other typologies. 
For example, many parks and gardens may contain a playground 
(children and young people‟s typology) or a bowling green (outdoor 
sports typology). In these instances, where possible green spaces have 
been mapped to show the land use split between the typologies in 
accordance with the previous recommendations of PPG17 to allocate a 
primary use to each area of land.  
 

2.10. However there are circumstances where this has proven difficult, as 
some green spaces have multiple uses of the resource as a 
consequence of the manner in which people use them. For example, 
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land that is categorised as park and garden typology can also meet the 
definition of natural and semi-natural space. In this regard the audit of 
green spaces and assessments of quantity and accessibility has 
utilised a common sense approach reflective of the multiple use of 
green space to maximise inclusion of functional space in the 
calculations whilst seeking to avoid double counting across the SRA 
standards. Spaces which may be on the fringe of or adjacent to existing 
SRA boundaries but remain accessible and providing functional value 
have also been included. 
 

2.11. Notwithstanding the above, the Council‟s twin tracked approach of 
utilising separate SRA and Community Area calculations lends itself to 
an approach of dual designation on sites providing functionality towards 
both SRA greenspace typologies and outdoor sport provision. This 
approach is important in terms of the robustness of greenspace 
evidence given that previous audits have facilitated inappropriate 
investment priorities with regard to false deficiencies identified against 
SRA standards. This arose due to large outdoor sports provision being 
excluded from the SRA calculations despite having significant value 
and function as parks and gardens or amenity greenspace. Similarly 
some outdoor sports provision within parks and gardens (particularly 
playing pitches) were not subdivided from the primary SRA typology 
and therefore were previously omitted from Community Area 
calculations. 
 

2.12. With regard to the above methodology, it is considered that the multiple 
functionality designation of land associated to outdoor sports facilities 
and either parks and gardens or amenity greenspaces better 
emphasises the recreational value of these spaces. It also a more 
accurate assessment of the actual typological provision available to 
Knowsley, whilst creating the potential to provide additional protection 
to key sites via the standards as they now contribute to multiple 
calculations. However it is noted that any cumulative figure of provision 
relating to SRA and Community Area standard worked out directly from 
the standards could result in double counting. As a consequence, due 
to the outdoor sports provision being generally equal or smaller than 
the SRA typology where both are present, each multi functional outdoor 
sports site is clearly identified in the audit and is deducted from any 
cumulative totals reported in the audit to provide accurate land totals. 

 
Assessing Quality 

 
2.13. Qualitative standards are assessed separately on a site by site basis 

relative to the typology in question against the relevant Green Flag 
Award assessment criteria covering key elements of public open space 
quality including whether the greenspace is; 

 welcoming and easy to access; 
 healthy, safe and secure; 
 clean and well maintained; 
 comprising of sustainability benefits; 
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 comprising of conservation or heritage value; 
 subject to community involvement; 
 actively marketed, and; 
 managed. 

 
2.14. The Green Flag Award assessment criteria are considered to 

appropriately reflect that quality and value of open space are 
fundamentally different and can sometimes be completely unrelated. 
For example, a high quality open space can be provided, but if 
completely inaccessible its usage would be restricted and its value to 
the local residents therefore limited. In contrast, a low quality open 
space may be used every day by the public or have some significant 
wider green infrastructure benefits and functions, such as for 
biodiversity or educational use and therefore has a relatively high value 
to the public. 
 

2.15. Each site will receive a score between 0 and 100 which relates to one 
of five bands ranging from very poor to excellent. A score of 66 or 
above is Green Flag Award standard. 
 

2.16. Additional qualitative assessment criteria were utilised for children and 
young people‟s typology and allotments which enabled more effective 
scoring of these areas. For example, children‟s play spaces were 
assessed to reflect national best practice and guidance contained 
within Knowsley‟s Play Strategy, „Play Now Play Knowsley‟. The age 
range that the play space caters for was also seen as key to quality 
provision with a preferred range of 0-14. 
 
Scope of the Audit  

 
2.17. In total as part of the audit, over 1 000 sites were evaluated, including 

site visits and additional information utilised from previous surveys, 
aerial photographs and Ordnance Survey mapping.  The results of the 
audit are presented later in the report and have been separately 
mapped using a Geographical Information System (GIS) that identifies 
the greenspaces within Knowsley.  
 

2.18. Other typologies such as natural and semi natural spaces, cemeteries 
and green corridors that are not currently subject to adopted standards, 
but have complementary value from a green infrastructure perspective 
and additional recreational benefits, are also recorded for quantitative 
supply perspective to provide a more detailed overview of provision. 
 

2.19. As part of this update, sites that have been previously identified in 2005 
and 2007 audits but are now inaccessible or had very limited public 
access are highlighted within the mapping and removed from the 
assessment of provision against standards.



 
 

Section 3:  

 
Knowsley Overview 
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Value of Knowsley’s Greenspaces 
 
3.1. The concept of green infrastructure is the recognition that open spaces 

perform a number of functions.  In this context, Knowsley's existing 
integrated network of open spaces and water bodies within and around 
the Borough's towns and villages, have a range of benefits, in terms of 
biodiversity, climate change adaptation, education, green economics 
and increased property values. They also contribute to the health and 
well being, historic character, land and water management, landscape 
value, linkages between places, outdoor recreation and leisure, public 
accessibility, quality of place, rural enterprise, tourism and waste 
management. 

 
3.2. The identification of levels of surplus and deficit of public open space in 

terms of quantity, quality and accessibility enables the Council to set 
specific priorities and strategies for Knowsley in seeking to improve the 
existing provision of open space to maximise the green infrastructure 
benefits and in turn seek to provide new areas of public open space 
where this is shown to be needed. This will be achieved through the 
identification of unmet local demand for individual greenspace 
typologies based on adopted standards relating to quality, quantity and 
accessibility. 
 

3.3. In considering the above, it is worth noting that Knowsley has been 
subject to significant change in recent years as part of the Building 
Schools for the Future programme has had significant influence on 
greenspace provision and wider development considerations in recent 
years and will continue to do so for forthcoming years. Further detailed 
information in this context is provided in the section below. 

 
Building Schools for the Future 

 
3.4. In 2001, Knowsley embarked upon a strategic review of its school 

system, known locally as the Independent Knowsley Schools' 
Commission. As a consequence the Building Schools for the Future 
(BSF) has provided seven new learning centres in Knowsley, which 
are;  

 Christ the King Catholic and Church of England Centre for Learning 
 Halewood Centre for Learning 
 Kirkby Sports College 
 Huyton Arts & Sports Centre for Learning 
 Knowsley Park Centre for Learning - serving Prescot, Whiston and 

the wider community 
 All Saints Catholic Centre for Learning 
 St Edmund Arrowsmith Catholic Centre for Learning 

 
3.5. These replaced 11 previous secondary schools (although re-using a 

number of the sites), and are different from the previous schools in that 
they offer; 
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 Centres for lifelong learning, community use and a point of 
information about council services. 

 Availability for wider community use for sport, cultural and leisure 
activities; 

 Longer opening hours which are often until 10pm, at weekends and 
during school holidays 

 A learn anywhere, anytime philosophy 
 
3.6. The Future Schooling in Knowsley programme has the potential to 

raise the standard of secondary education across the Borough, 
bringing in £150 million of investment. In association with this 
programme, investment in primary schools, adult training and skills 
initiatives will raise education attainment so that residents are able to 
choose from a broader range of employment opportunities. 
 

3.7. Following on from Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme 
Knowsley was selected as a regional pilot for the Primary Future 
Schooling programme focused on delivering five new primary schools 
within the Borough and a new special school. The new schools are 
discussed individually below. 

 
3.8. Northwood (Kirkby) in the north of Knowsley, was one of the first areas 

to benefit from investment. A new 2 form of entry, community primary 
school in Northwood has been provided. This facility is an 
amalgamation of Overdale and Simonswood Primary Schools, 
incorporating the specialist services of the Northern Primary Support 
Centre to create a new learning environment. The new school is 
located on the same site as All Saints Catholic Centre for Learning. By 
doing this, the project will aim to create an educational campus model 
serving all ages. 
 

3.9. In North Huyton, there is a new joint Catholic & Church of England 
Primary School known as Christ the King Centre for Learning. It will 
also have a part time nursery and will benefit both pupils and the local 
community.  A new primary school will also replace the existing St 
Dominic‟s RC Infant and Junior schools and is sharing the site of the 
new Christ the King Centre for Learning as an educational and 
community campus. It will sit at the heart of the community providing 
facilities and rooms for the community to use throughout the day.  
 

3.10. In Stockbridge Village, Knowsley is proposing to establish to build a 
new 1 form entry primary school as part of the wider regeneration of 
Stockbridge Village. Currently under construction, the new school will 
form part of an integrated children, family and health centre offering 
services to children and their families. The new facility will include 
education provision as well as a Children‟s Centre, family room, a suite 
of health consulting and treatment rooms and a library. It will also be 
interlinked to a new neighbourhood centre which will house a 
swimming pool, sports hall, fitness suite and gym. The new school will 
see Nine Tree Community Primary School, Hollow Croft, Stockbridge 
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Village and Brookside Community Primary School, Waterpark Drive, 
Stockbridge Village merge. 
 

3.11. In Halewood, the Council is planning to open a newly built Greengates 
School as a 1 form entry school offering Designated Special Provision 
on the Halewood Centre for Learning site, as part of a campus 
arrangement. Knowsley Southern Primary Support Centre (KSPSC) will 
close and its pupils will transfer to the new Designated Special 
Provision (DSP) which will be created within the new build Greengates 
Community Primary School. Bringing in support services for children 
with special educational needs in and alongside mainstream schools 
will help their development. It supports personalised learning and is a 
key policy commitment in Knowsley. 
 

3.12. Knowsley is also building a brand new Park Brow Primary School in 
Kirkby. The new school will be a 21st century learning environment, 
capable of providing many different educational experiences and a 
nursery, whilst offering family learning and other extended activities 
benefitting both pupils and the local community. It will sit at the heart of 
the community providing facilities and rooms for to be used throughout 
the day. The new school will replace the existing Park Brow School that 
is currently operating on 2 sites, on Broad Lane and Rockford Avenue. 
The new Park Brow Community School will be located on the land 
immediately behind the current school on Broad Lane. 
 

3.13. In addition to the above, Knowsley has also secured funding to develop 
a new dedicated facility for profound and severe complex needs which 
will be located on the site of Kirkby Sports College Centre for Learning. 
Knowsley has been working with both schools to develop a state of the 
art learning environment, a new curriculum, ICT provision and 
extended and integrated services provision. The new school is due to 
open in September 2012. 
 

3.14. The rationalisation process of the education portfolio has led to surplus 
sites currently existing. Current policy means that where sites are 
suitable in terms of size, location and character, they should be 
considered to make good deficits in other types of public open space. 
Performance against policy standards are reviewed to inform the LDF, 
it may be the case that in some areas the provision of public open 
space meets existing requirements and therefore that surplus 
education sites could be released for other forms of development (e.g. 
windfall housing sites).  Evidence to inform any potential land use 
changes in this regard, are likely to be provided by this Audit in 
combination with a new Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy. 
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Overall Provision of Public Open Space in Knowsley 
 
3.15. The subsequent sections intend to provide an account of the results of 

the greenspace audit regarding provision of public open space in 
Knowsley. It has been approached on an SRA by SRA basis, starting 
with the township of Kirkby and working southwards to Halewood. 
 

3.16. Aside from this section, the report is area based, with individual 
sections relating to Kirkby, Huyton, Prescot / Whiston  / Cronton Village 
and Halewood. Each starting with a summary for the community area, 
followed by individual tables identifying the levels of quantitative 
provision within each SRA. This is supplemented by commentary on 
whether they are in quantitative deficit and surplus for individual 
typologies, qualitative analysis of the public open space in the SRA and 
an assessment of the accessibility by the resident population.  
 

3.17. Previous audits and evidence studies which informed the localised 
standards identified the following challenges in Knowsley: 
 Uneven distribution of public open space between different parts of 

Knowsley in and around urban areas; 
 Spaces differ significantly in scale, quality and diversity; 
 An absence of local identity of many greenspaces; 
 Limited good quality linkage of provision in the Borough, providing 

opportunities for walking and cycling; and 
 Limited availability of sites within some urban areas to provide 

opportunities for new open spaces. 
 
3.18. The extent, to which the above issues have been or are being 

addressed, particularly from a qualitative perspective, will be appraised, 
noting that consultation has indicated that quality and accessibility of 
green spaces is more important to Knowsley residents than the 
quantity of green spaces available for use. This aligns with the current 
strategic focus in the Green Space Strategy being placed on meeting 
the quality and accessibility standards for each type of green space as 
a priority.  
 

3.19. In terms of the main results for Knowsley in the context of the 2011 
audit, Table 3.1 on the following page, provides an initial overview of 
the performance against adopted standards relative to the typologies 
measured relative to SRA populations. 
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Table 3.1  Knowsley’s performance against current SRA quantitative standards in 2011 
 

Area 
Estimated 
Population 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Provision per 
1000 residents 

(Ha) 

Surplus / Deficit 
(ha) 

Overall 
Position 

Knowsley 149 361 

Parks & Gardens 119.49 265.99 1.78 146.50 

317.18 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

74.68 266.86 1.79 192.18 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

29.87 11.29 0.08 -18.58 

Allotments 7.47 4.55 0.03 -2.92 

      231.51 548.69       

 
 
Colour Code     

Explanation Requirement 
 
Amount provision required 
to meet adopted standard 
per 1 000 residents. 
  

Provision: Accessible 
 
Identifies provision 
available for community 
use. 

Compliance with Standard 
 
Identifies a number that is 
equal to or exceeds the 
adopted standard. 

Deficit relative to standard 
 
Identifies a number that is 
below the adopted standard. 
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3.20. Table 3.1, indicates that Knowsley has a significant surplus of urban 
greenspace of 317.18 ha relative to current adopted standards 
associated to identified need, with 31 of the 38 SRAs in cumulative 
surplus of provision.  However the distribution is not equal across the 
four typologies and is a measure of overall quantity, rather than 
reflective of localised surpluses and deficits in quantity, quality and 
accessibility.   

 
3.21. A more detailed summary of each typology noted above and those 

additionally previously identified within PPG17 follows at a Borough 
wide level. This information is also supplemented subsequently by 
more localised analysis based upon Substantial Residential Areas and 
Community Areas later in the report which provides a more accurate 
analysis and identification of localised opportunities and priorities.

 

Park and Garden 
 
3.22. Park and garden sites include urban parks, formal gardens and country 

parks that provide a variety of formal and informal recreation 
opportunities; create a sense of place for the local community and offer 
ecological and education benefits. 
 

3.23. Knowsley has an established approach through the Green Space 
Strategy and following the 2005 study of addressing the quality of 
existing parks and open spaces to enhance the facilities that were 
already available in Borough. This is noting that many amenity 
greenspaces had potential to be upgraded to park status. In 2011, 
there are now 34 individual parks and gardens in Knowsley which is a 
significant increase since 2005.  Figure 3.1 below indicates the 
progression in number of facilities since 2005 in terms of the Borough 
as a whole together with those in the individual township areas. 

 
Figure 3.1 
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3.24. The total area of parks and gardens within Knowsley is currently 
265.99 ha, with an average size of 7.82ha, although there is significant 
variance in the size of individual sites. For this reason, park and 
gardens are sub divided into three categories, Borough Parks, High 
Level Parks and Local Parks. 
 

3.25. Borough Parks are large in size, with the capacity to provide a broad 
range of recreational facilities, formal and informal activities and can 
contain other types of green space, such as children and young 
people‟s facilities, outdoor sports provision and areas of natural green 
space. Borough parks offer a visitor experience different to that of a 
high level or local park by also providing other attractions such as 
specialist environment centres. Knowsley‟s 4 Borough Parks are; Court 
Hey Park, Halewood Park, Mill Dam Park and Stadt Moers Park.  
 

3.26. High Level Parks have the capacity to provide a broad range of 
recreational facilities, formal and informal activities and can contain 
other types of green space such as children and young people‟s 
facilities, outdoor sports provision and areas of natural green space. 
Knowsley‟s 22 High Level/Facilities Parks are; Alt Park, Bowring Park, 
Eaton Street Recreation Ground, Field Lane Park, Frensham Park, 
Grace Park, Halewood Doorstep Green, Henley Park, Huyton KGV, 
Huyton Wetlands, Jubilee Park, Knowsley Village Recreation Ground, 
McGoldrick Park, Millbrook Park Millennium Green, Old Rough, The 
Pasture, Prescot KGV, Saxon Green, St. Johns Millennium Green, 
Whitestone Millennium Green, Wignall Park and Webster Park. 
 

3.27. Local Parks do not contain formal recreational facilities. However, they 
should specialise in exhibiting excellence in diversity of planting or 
formal horticulture and may contain non equipped play spaces and 
community event space. Knowsley‟s 7 Local Parks and Gardens are; 
Gilsecroft Walk, Longmoor Lane, Sawpit Park, Smithy Lane, St. Chad‟s 
Park, Stanley Road / Bluebell Lane and Wastle Bridge Park.  
 

3.28. In terms of the current adopted standards, the 2005 study 
recommended that a standard of 0.8ha per 1000 residents was 
required and this was progressed through the UDP as an achievable 
target slightly higher than the Borough-wide provision at the time.  The 
current average provision of parks and gardens in Knowsley is now 
1.78 ha per 1000 residents. The significant uplift has been delivered 
primarily through investment and improvements to the quality and 
facilities associated to previous localised surpluses of amenity 
greenspace in accordance with the priorities of Knowsley‟s Green 
Space Strategy. The specific details of the areas improved are referred 
to more specifically in the subsequent localised analysis. In addition, 
the increase in parks and gardens has also been influenced by the 
revised calculation methodology to reflect the multi functional nature of 
some greenspaces that were previously characterised as natural and 
semi natural. This is noting that these areas previously did not 
contribute to the standards despite offering localised value and function 



19 

 

in the context of parks and gardens, in the absence of specific 
standards in Knowsley relating to natural and semi natural spaces.  
 

3.29. Knowsley‟s quality standard for parks and gardens as set out in the 
Green Space Strategy, is as follows; 

“A welcoming, clean and litter free one-stop facility providing a wide 
range of leisure, recreational and enriched play opportunities for all 
ages, varied and well kept vegetation, appropriate lighting and ancillary 
accommodation (including benches, bins and toilets) well signposted to 
and within the site appropriate to size and other local conditions. The 
site should have appropriate staff undertaking both maintenance and 
community liaison activity. Excellent quality sites will meet the Green 
Flag Award standard. Biodiversity interests should also be protected 
and where possible improved.” 
 

3.30. To assess the quality of provision, the Council has utilised the Green 
Flag Award criteria since 2007 to assess parks and gardens larger than 
0.5ha (together with other typologies) with emphasis placed on 
assessment of each site relative to size and situation.  Table 3.2 below, 
indicates the qualitative scoring of Knowsley‟s parks and gardens, 
together with the comparative scores for previous years (if assessed) – 
please note that the smaller community gardens are excluded from the 
detailed assessment due to their limited size. 

 
Table 3.2  Park & Garden - Quality Scores 

 
Park and Garden 
Typology 

Community 
Area 

Quality Scores 

2007/08 2009/10 2011 

Court Hey Park Huyton 71 73 78 

McGoldrick Park Huyton 64 67 77 

Henley Park PW&C 69 72 76 

Millbrook Park MG Kirkby 66 67 70 

Huyton KGV Huyton N/A N/A 68 

Sawpit Park Huyton 65 67 68 

St. Chad‟s Gardens Kirkby 65 67 67 

Halewood Park Halewood 51 56 67 

Jubilee Park Huyton 34 56 66 

The Pasture PW&C 48 51 66 

Mill Dam Park Kirkby 33 37 66 

Eaton Street RG PW&C 46 48 66 

Saxon Green Kirkby N/A N/A 64 

Knowsley L&C Park Huyton N/A N/A 60 

Grace Park Halewood N/A N/A 58 

Halewood Doorstep 
Green 

Halewood N/A N/A 58 

Old Rough Kirkby N/A N/A 58 

Whitestone MG PW&C N/A N/A 58 

Stadt Moers Park PW&C / 
Huyton 

44 45 58 

Frensham Park Halewood N/A N/A 56 

Huyton Wetland Huyton 48 44 56 
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St. John‟s MG Huyton N/A N/A 56 

Webster Park Kirkby 44 46 56 

Alt Park Huyton 9 53 55 

Wignall Park Kirkby 51 53 53 

Field Lane Park Kirkby N/A N/A 52 

Prescot KGV PWC N/A N/A 52 

Bowring Park Huyton 43 45 50 

Longmoor Lane Kirkby N/A N/A 50 

Knowsley Village RG Huyton 46 48 48 

Wastle Bridge Park Huyton N/A N/A 45 

 
Score 0-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 66+ 

Quality Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

Rating      

 
3.31. Table 3.2 above, emphasises the success of ongoing investment in the 

priorities of the Green Space Strategy which has resulted in significant 
improvements in quality to the majority of sites over the last three years 
to date. This is also reflected in an increase in parks and gardens 
considered to meet the Green Flag Award assessment criteria from 3 in 
2008 to 12 in 2011. Two of these new locations (Jubilee Park and Mill 
Dam Park) were initially rated as very poor and another three 
(Halewood Park, The Pasture and Eaton Street) were initially rated as 
fair.  These successes have been supplemented by a progressive uplift 
of the majority of other sites throughout reflected in the average site 
score rising to 60 and a good rating in 2011 compared to 47 and a fair 
rating in 2007/08.  
 

3.32. Continued investment will be necessary to maintain this positive trend.  
The exception are three sites which were not initially prioritised for 
investment due to their rating being close to the average in 2008; 
Knowsley Village Recreation Ground, Bowring Park and Wignall Park, 
now appear to be in greatest need of qualitative investment, together 
with Field Lane Park, Prescot KGV and Wastle Bridge Park which have 
been scored as parks for the first time. In addition, Longmoor Lane is in 
a similar situation, although it is not in Council ownership, therefore 
improvements will be dependent upon private investment. 
 

3.33. On the following page is Map 3.1, which provides an overview of the 
accessibility catchments of parks and gardens sites. The map provides 
an initial indication of the areas that are sufficiently covered by facilities 
within the required accessibility distance, together with the potential 
areas of deficit. 
 

3.34. The broad distribution of the catchment zones for the existing park and 
garden facilities indicate that the majority of Knowsley‟s urban areas 
are well served by this typology in terms of proximity relative to the 
required distance. However there are notable gaps in provision that are 
identifiable in the Knowsley Industrial Park (no SRA) and Stockbridge 
Village (SRA9) areas.  
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Map 3.1  Analysis of Knowsley Parks & Gardens against 
Accessibility Standards (1200m) 

 

 
 

3.35. The current deficit identified in Stockbridge Village will require further 
consideration with regard localised opportunities and priorities for 
improvement to address the absence of an existing parks and gardens 
site serving the needs of the local population. This analysis is 
discussed further in the subsequent localised audit of SRA9.  
 

3.36. The accessibility deficit at Knowsley Industrial Park relates to an 
industrial location with no residential properties and is therefore not 
covered by the adopted standard requirements. Nevertheless the 
locality would benefit from additional green infrastructure to serve local 
employees as part of a wider regeneration programme. 

 
Summary 
 

3.37. Although Knowsley as a whole benefits from sufficient quantity, 
improvements to quality and accessibility coverage of parks and 
gardens facilities when the standards are applied more locally the 
distribution remains uneven in some areas. 
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3.38. Continued investment in quality is essential to build up recent 
improvements. In this regard, the subsequent localised audit of 
individual SRAs will provide a better indication of the specific areas of 
deficits and the potential priorities for future investment to enable the 
provision of the most equal and accessible distribution of quality parks 
within the borough.

 
Amenity Greenspace 

 
3.39. This type of open space is most commonly found in housing areas. It 

includes informal recreation spaces and greenspaces in and around 
housing, with a primary purpose of providing opportunities for informal 
activities close to home or work or enhancing the appearance of 
residential or other areas.  
 

3.40. The 2005 study informed the UDP (policy OS3) setting a standard of 
0.5 ha per 1 000 population for amenity greenspace. This was a lower 
threshold than the 1.31 ha per 1 000 residents provision identified at 
the time because: 

 a high proportion of this type of open space is of an incidental 
nature;  

 there are higher priorities of parks, outdoor sports facilities and 
provision for children and young people and the re-designation of 
the substantial provision of amenity greenspace provides an 
opportunity to address these higher priorities; 

 the release of surplus amenity greenspace allows more flexible and 
pro-active planning in order to meet the essential local needs, 
improve the quality of existing open spaces and accommodate 
other development needs if appropriate, reducing the pressure on 
higher quality spaces. 

 
3.41. The standard remains lower than the current average provision in 

Knowsley of 1.79 ha per 1 000 residents, which reflects a total 
provision of 266.86ha across 444 sites at an average size of 0.60ha. 
Nevertheless the average size does not reflect the overall variety of the 
range of sites, with substantial sites such as Tower Hill (23.1ha), Pool 
Hey (15.11ha) and Warrenhouse Playing Fields (14.42ha) the 
exception, compared to the 289 sites (65%) of less than 0.2ha.   
 

3.42. When comparing the current calculations of amenity greenspace to the 
previous study in 2005, there is an indication that the overall surplus of 
amenity greenspace has actually increased significantly since 2005, 
despite ongoing development in the interim period. However this is 
primarily a statistical anomaly, rather than via provision of additional 
land, resulting from the current audit methodology providing a more 
detailed site search than the previous 2005 study and incorporating a 
lower size threshold to ensure inclusion of passive spaces.  
 

3.43. The advantage of expanding the lower threshold of sites identified as 
amenity greenspace, is that the 2005 study did not comprehensively 
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reflect the difference between passive amenity greenspace offering 
only limited benefits to quality of place, compared to the more 
functional amenity greenspaces providing a range of green 
infrastructure benefits.  
 

3.44. In assessing the additional sites of a smaller scale, the audit does not 
compromise the validity of the existing standards, but has advantages 
of drawing out more detailed locational deficiencies in terms of 
proportional distribution of passive relative to functional amenity 
greenspace, whilst providing an indication of the quality, quantity and 
accessibility of the more valuable functional spaces. Furthermore, the 
overall provision figure has also been influenced by the revised 
calculation methodology to reflect the multi functional nature of some 
greenspaces that were previously characterised as only natural and 
semi natural or amenity greenspace and therefore did not contribute to 
the standards despite offering localised value and function. 
 

3.45. When considering the quality of amenity greenspaces, it should be 
noted that the size of an amenity greenspace site alone does not 
necessarily provide an accurate indication of its functional and 
recreational value, as this can also be influenced by its shape and 
immediate surroundings. Many existing spaces although contributing to 
the standards are either extremely small and / or have a shape that 
although beneficial from a visual amenity and landscaping perspective, 
offer little functional usage. Some of these spaces were either been left 
over from demolitions or constitute the surplus areas of a site that were 
not capable of development at the time. In this regard, in order to guide 
the overall assessment of the value of amenity spaces in Knowsley and 
at a localised level, two types of greenspaces have been defined; 

 Active amenity greenspace – spaces considered to possess a size, 
character or recreational function as public open space. 

 Passive amenity greenspace – spaces that provide visual amenity 
and landscaping benefit only or are too small / unsuitable for a 
recreational function. 

 
3.46. An overview of the number of active / passive amenity greenspaces is 

provided in Table 3.3, and indicates that although only a third of the 
sites assessed are classified as in active use; they represent around 
90% of the overall land area comprising the quantitative calculation 
relative to the adopted standards. In this regard it should be noted, that 
active amenity greenspaces alone, represents a total Knowsley 
provision of 1.60 ha per 1 000 residents, which exceeds the current 
adopted standards. 
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Table 3.3  Amenity Greenspace – Active / Passive 
 

 
Active Passive 

Number of Sites 159 285 

Percentage Sites (%) 36 64 

      

Total Hectares (ha) 239.62 27.24 

Percentage Land Area (%) 90 10 

 

3.47. In the context of the above, it should be noted that there are no national 
quality standards for amenity green space, unlike other typologies. 
Knowsley therefore has established its own informal standard based 
around the relevant Green Flag Award criteria as follows; 

A clean and well maintained green space site with well kept grass, 
easily accessible and big enough to encourage informal play. Sites 
should have benches and bins and landscaping in the right places to 
provide a spacious outlook and overall enhance the appearance of the 
local environment. Biodiversity interests should also be protected and 
where possible improved. 

 
3.48. The large number and limited scale of a high proportion of amenity 

greenspaces, together with the absence of consistency with historical 
data means it is difficult to comparatively score a large number of sites, 
particularly those that are passive and therefore generally provide 
structural and landscaping benefits rather than any other wider benefit.  
In these circumstances, the Council‟s grounds maintenance 
programme has a key responsibility to improve the quality of amenity 
green spaces, by maintaining standards of cleanliness, eliminating 
signs of neglect and vandalism, whilst providing proportionate and cost 
effective landscape variety where appropriate. The remaining spaces 
have been individually appraised as excellent, good, fair, poor or very 
poor based on the criteria in Paragraph 3.47, which will inform 
consideration of priorities for investment or alternatively indicate 
underperforming sites with constrained potential for improvement that 
may otherwise be suitable for release for other purposes in surplus 
areas. 
 

3.49. In general, the active amenity greenspace areas to which the informal 
standards can be applied, the quality of cleanliness, vegetation, 
security and provision of recreational opportunities varies amongst 
most sites, with an average score of 56 which is on the margin between 
good and fair.  In this regard, the general lower quality of many spaces 
compared to other typologies reduces the effectiveness of the 
functionality of amenity greenspace within Knowsley.  
 

3.50. There are however some notable exceptions, with large sites of high 
quality such as St. Helens Road and Granbourne Close rated as 
excellent and dual functionality of some larger spaces such as playing 
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field at Arncliffe Sports Centre, Hollies Recreation Ground, 
Warrenhouse Lane and Page Moss Playing Fields providing significant 
outdoor sports provision.  The full list of qualitative assessment scores 
is available to view at Appendix C.  

 

3.51. Overall particular deficiencies remain for a large proportion of sites in 
terms of ancillary accommodation such as benches, pathways and bins 
for litter, the provision of which could improve the quality of many 
spaces and therefore should be a short to medium term priority. 
However although potential improvements to quality can be made 
where required, the Council notes that there is an overall over provision 
of active amenity space within Knowsley, Therefore some areas may 
provide opportunities for upgrade and re-designation to address the 
quantity and accessibility deficits in other typologies.  
 

3.52. With regard to the above, existing successes of this nature have 
already been achieved to date, with Green Space Strategy priorities to 
upgrade Saxon Way, St John‟s Millennium Green, Field Lane, 
Halewood Doorstep Green and the Old Rough to the parks and 
typology having been achieved in advance of the estimated deadline of 
March 2014. This means that only Tower Hill remains of those 
earmarked for improvement and due to its current scale (23.1ha) this 
site remains part of a longer term programme aligned to a forthcoming 
housing regeneration programme, including partial loss of land, to 
facilitate the necessary improvements. There are however other large 
amenity greenspaces such as Page Moss Playing Fields , which was 
not included within the priorities of the existing Green Space Strategy, 
but has potential to be upgraded to the parks and gardens typology in 
the medium term.  
 

3.53. Aside from the above, noting the existing example of Tower Hill, the 
Council considers that where there is an over provision of active 
amenity space, and an absence of requirement or demand for 
additional greenspaces in other typologies, suitable spaces can be 
considered for alternative land use e.g. built development. The 
subsequent localised audit of individual SRAs are important in this 
regard, as they provide a better indication of the specific areas of 
deficits in terms of quantity, quality and accessibility, which indicate the 
priorities for improvement, together with the potential areas of surplus 
greenspace sites. It should be noted in this context, that an overall 
quantitative surplus of greenspace within an SRA is not sufficient to 
justify release for other development, if deficiencies remain in terms of 
quantitative or accessibility of other typologies capable of being 
resolved or improved by utilising surplus land. 
 

3.54. On the following page is Map 3.2, which provides an overview of the 
accessibility catchments of amenity greenspace sites. The map 
provides an initial indication of the areas that are sufficiently covered by 
facilities within the required accessibility distance, together with the 
potential areas of deficit. 
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Map 3.2 Analysis of Knowsley’s Active Amenity Greenspace 
against Accessibility Standards (800m)  

 

 
 
3.55. The broad distribution of the catchment zones for the existing amenity 

greenspaces indicate that the majority of Knowsley‟s urban areas are 
well served by this typology in terms of proximity relative to the required 
distance. However there is a notable gap in provision identifiable in the 
Knowsley Industrial Park (no SRA) area. 
 

3.56. The accessibility deficit at Knowsley Industrial Park relates to an 
industrial location with no residential properties and is therefore not 
covered by the adopted standard requirements. Nevertheless the 
locality would benefit from additional green infrastructure to serve local 
employees as part of a wider regeneration programme. 
 

3.57. Notwithstanding the overall catchment area coverage on the map, it 
should be noted that this does not reflect the difference in size and 
quality of the individual spaces. 

 
Summary 
 

3.58. Although Knowsley as a whole benefits from sufficient quantity, and 
accessibility coverage of amenity greenspace sites, when the 
standards are applied more locally the distribution remains uneven in 
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some areas. In this regard, the subsequent localised audit of individual 
SRAs will provide a better indication of the specific areas of deficits and 
the potential priorities for future investment to enable the provision of 
the most equal and accessible distribution of quality amenity 
greenspaces within the borough. 

 
Provision for Children and Young People 

 
3.59. This type of open space includes equipped play areas (for all age 

groups), multi use games areas (MUGAs) and skate parks with a 
primary purpose to provide opportunities for play and social interaction 
involving children and young people. It is recognised that the typology 
incorporates a mix of provision for different age groups and therefore 
the audit of green spaces has been further developed to identify 
children‟s play spaces and young people‟s facilities as different 
groupings of the same typology. 
 

3.60. The Knowsley Play Strategy 
15 provides the localised vision for quality 

children and young people provision, summarised as follows: 

 play spaces need to be attractive welcoming, clean and safe; 
 over reliance on fixed play equipment to be replaced by varied, 

multi-sensory, flexible and resilient natural spaces that open up 
potential for more imaginative play;  

 play environments should be attractive, enjoyable and stimulating 
for all of Knowsley‟s children and young people regardless of their 
age, abilities, gender or background; and, 

 the development of play spaces should be participatory with the 
inclusion of children, young people and their families or carers. 

 
3.61. The Replacement UDP (policy OS3) sets a standard of 0.2 ha per 1 

000 population for children and young people, this exceeded the 
average provision in Knowsley in 2005 of 0.05 ha per 1 000 population. 
This was justified because that study identified that a significant 
number of people thought current provision was insufficient, particularly 
within the main urban areas of Kirkby, Huyton, Prescot and Halewood. 
Since the adoption of the UDP, Knowsley has completed a Play 
Pathfinder programme during 2008 -10 worth £3 million providing 
twenty eight new or refurbished play spaces in Knowsley, thereby 
increasing the overall provision to 48 sites.  
 

3.62. Overall the investment in provision through the Play Pathfinder 
programme has resulted in an uplift in Knowsley‟s average provision to 
0.08 ha per 1 000 residents which has more than doubled the level 
compared to 2005 of 0.03 ha per 1 000 residents, but this still equates 
to only 40% of the current standard of 0.2 ha per 1 000 residents. In 
this regard, a majority of Knowsley's communities currently fail to meet 
even half the current standard, notwithstanding significant recent 
investment in Play Pathfinder schemes that address previously 

                                                 
15

  Knowsley Play Strategy – Play Now, Play Knowsley (Knowsley MBC, 2007) 
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identified localised quantity, quality and accessibility deficiencies.  As a 
consequence, the Council is of the opinion that many of these areas do 
not require additional provision solely to pursue an unrealistic 
quantitative standard, which would otherwise have negative 
implications in directing investment away from higher priority qualitative 
improvements.  
 

3.63. Lowering the standard to 0.1 ha per 1 000 residents is therefore 
considered a possible approach to consider when preparing a new 
policy approach. This is noting that the 0.2 ha per 1 000 residents 
standard has proven far too aspirational for some SRAs in terms of 
realistic delivery taking account of available land, opportunities and 
need. Furthermore some of the larger existing amenity greenspaces 
provide a recreation function as local areas of play albeit unequipped, 
and this multi functional nature is not reflected in current calculations. 
 

3.64. A recommendation to consider utilising an alternative 0.1 ha per 1 000 
residents standard in the future is considered to provide a balanced 
approach that prioritises; improvement of existing quality, new facilities 
targeted towards resolvable deficits and the ability to preventing net 
loss of existing facilities.  This is noting that as outlined in Appendix D, 
only 14 of Knowsley‟s 38 individual SRAs would meet this revised 
standard as existing and only two Community Areas overall (Huyton 
and Halewood; both 0.10 ha per 1 000 residents). 
 

3.65. Figure 3.2 below, identifies the number and distribution of children & 
young people sites within the Borough. The chart indicates the broadly 
even proportional split of site numbers between different community 
areas reflective of their overall land area and population. 

 
Figure 3.2 

 

 
 

3.66. With regard to the above, the current number of publicly available sites 
relative to community area population is as follows; 
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 Halewood; 1 site per 2 386 residents 
 Prescot, Whiston and Cronton; 1 site per 2 938 residents 
 Kirkby; 1 site per 3 199 residents 
 Huyton; 1 site per 3 521 residents 

 
3.67. Halewood is therefore currently the community area which is best 

served by sites per population; however this does not accurately reflect 
the type or quality of facilities available.  
 

3.68. The breakdown of individual types of provision is indicated in Table 3.4 
below.  When considering the data it should be noted that a number of 
individual sites incorporate multiple facilities.  In this regard, it should 
be noted that the information includes Multi Use Games Areas (MUGA) 
at the Centres for Learning (which are otherwise not included in the 
general calculations) as follows; 

 All Saints CfL, Kirkby; 1 MUGA 
 Kirkby Sports College CfL, Kirkby; 1 MUGA 
 Christ the King CfL, Huyton; 1 MUGA 
 Huyton Arts & Sports CfL, Huyton; 2 MUGAs 
 Knowsley Park CfL, Prescot; 3 MUGAs 
 St. Edmund Arrowsmith CfL, Whiston; 1 MUGA 
 Halewood CfL, Halewood; 2 MUGAs 
 

3.69. The above facilities are publicly available for community use for limited 
periods as MUGAs outside school hours and therefore are otherwise 
included within the calculations as outdoor sports provision given it 
remains their primary purpose. Nevertheless for the purposes of 
completeness, their inclusion reflects a more accurate audit of available 
facilities in comparing township areas. 

 
Table 3.4 Types of Provision for Children & Young People by  
Location 

 

Area 
Type of 

Provision 
Individual 
Facilities 

Area (Ha) 
Average 
Size (Ha) 

Knowsley 
(Overall) 

Play Area 42 9.83 0.23 

MUGA 32 5.15 0.16 

Kirkby 
Play Area 12 2.68 0.22 

MUGA 12 1.76 0.15 

Huyton 
Play Area 15 3.54 0.24 

MUGA 10 1.66 0.17 

Prescot, 
Whiston & 
Cronton 

Play Area 9 1.36 0.15 

MUGA 6 0.9 0.15 

Halewood 
Play Area 6 2.01 0.34 

MUGA 4 0.83 0.21 
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3.70. To assess the quality of provision, the Council again utilises the Green 
Flag Award criteria since 2007 to assess children‟s and young people 
provision.   
 

3.71. Table 3.5, indicates the qualitative scoring of the children and young 
people provision currently managed by the Council, together with the 
comparative scores for previous years (if assessed). The quality of the 
play provision by site has been scored as a whole.  For example, for 
sites within multiple facilities, whilst the provision provided by the Play 
Pathfinder may be excellent a poor traditional playground at the same 
site will lower the overall score assigned. There are 25 children‟s 
playground sites and 5 young people‟s facilities within Knowsley‟s 
green spaces. It should be noted that the other children and young 
people‟s facilities are located within other locations such as children‟s 
centres, community centres and Centres for Learning. Whilst full 
accessibility to these sites is not always provided, a common sense 
approach is applied when assessing the need for further facilities within 
these areas through the SRA assessments. 

 
Table 3.5 Provision for Children & Young People - Quality Scores 

 

Children & Young 
People Typology 

Community 
Area 

Quality Scores 

2007/08 2009/10 2011 

Jubilee Park Huyton N/A 77 75 

Mill Dam Playground Kirkby 31 80 75 

McGoldrick Park Huyton 55 58 75 

Halewood Park Halewood N/A 74 74 

Henley Park PW&C N/A 71 71 

Alt Park Playground Huyton 20 70 70 

Bryer Road Playground PW&C 46 69 70 

Foxshaw Close 
Playground 

PW&C 46 52 70 

Halewood Doorstep 
Green 

Halewood N/A 70 70 

The Pasture PW&C 45 55 70 

Old Rough Kirkby N/A 70 70 

Stockbridge Village Huyton 50 70 70 

Bowring Park Huyton N/A 68 68 

Court Hey Playground Huyton 68 68 68 

Frensham Park Halewood N/A 68 68 

KGV (Prescot) 
Playground 

PW&C 36 58 68 

Lickers Lane PW&C N/A 68 68 

Roby Playground Huyton N/A 68 68 

Saxon Green Kirkby N/A 68 68 

Stadt Moers Park 
Playground  

Huyton 47 65 68 

St John‟s MG Huyton N/A 68 68 

Eaton Street 
Playground 

PW&C 48 55 66 

McGoldrick Park MUGA Huyton 66 66 66 
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Webster Park 
Playground 

Kirkby 47 52 66 

Copthorne Playground Kirkby 54 80 65 

Field Lane Kirkby N/A 65 65 

Halewood Leisure 
Centre MUGA 

Halewood 67 65 65 

KGV (Huyton) 
Playground – Stepping 
Stones to Sport 

Huyton 66 65 65 

Pingwood MUGA Kirkby 66 65 65 

Stadt Moers Park 
Playground (Whiston) 

PW&C 47 65 65 

Whitestone MUGA PW&C 62 62 62 

Wood Road Playground Halewood 48 60 60 

Knowsley Village Rec 
Playground 

Huyton 32 60 60 

KGV (Huyton) 
Playground – dynamic 
structures 

Huyton 63 58 60 

Wignall Park 
Playground 

Kirkby 46 58 58 

Pingwood Play Area Kirkby 55 55 55 

Hollies Rec. 
Playground 

Halewood 47 55 55 

Wignall Park Skatepark Kirkby 46 40 40 

Arncliffe Playground Halewood 36 36 36 

Mill Lane Playground Huyton 31 12 12 

 
Score 0-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 66+ 

Quality Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

Rating      

 

3.72. Overall the quality of play facilities has a current average of 64; this is 
an increase from 62 in 2009/10 and 51 in 2008/09. The proportion of 
sites achieving a good or excellent score has also risen to 35 sites 
(88%) compared to 30 sites (75%) in 2009/10 and only 6 sites (21%) in 
2008/09. Consequently there are only 2 sites (5%) currently considered 
poor or very poor, which remains the same as in 2009/2010, but is a 
significant reduction from the 7 sites (25%) in 2008/2009. 
 

3.73. The qualitative improvements demonstrated are significant and are 
emphasised by the addition of 12 new sites, together with the 
improvement of a further 16 sites over the last three years through the 
addition of Play Pathfinder facilities. This provision was targeted at 8-13 
year olds (Neighbourhood Equipped Areas of Play) and provided 
adjacent to more traditional provision for the under 8s (Local Equipped 
Areas of Play) that was pre-existing. The new sites offer local children 
the latest in natural, outdoor play designed by local children in 
partnership with the Council‟s landscape consultants, 2020 Knowsley.  
Three of the sites, Copthorne, Mill Dam Park and Jubilee Park are 
designated as Adventure Playgrounds and have a much more 
extensive range of facilities for all ages and abilities. In this regard, it 
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should be noted that the Copthorne playground received a lower score 
this year due to the reduction in opening hours of the children‟s centres 
to which they are associated, which has thereby reduced their public 
accessibility. The table also indicates sites that should be prioritised for 
improvement and investment, alongside ongoing programmes of 
maintenance to prevent gradual decline in the quality of the current 
higher order facilities. 
 

3.74. With regard to the wider accessibility of sites across Knowsley, Maps 
3.3 and 3.4 below, provides an overview of the accessibility catchments 
of provision for children and young people sites. The map provides an 
initial indication of the areas that are sufficiently covered by facilities 
within the required accessibility distance, together with the potential 
areas of deficit. 
 
Map 3.3: Analysis of Knowsley’s Provision for Children’s & Young 
People against Accessibility Standards (800m) 

 

 
 

3.75. With regard to Map 3.3, the broad distribution of the catchment zones 
for the existing amenity greenspaces indicate that the majority of 
Knowsley‟s urban areas are well served by this typology in terms of 
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proximity relative to the required distance. However there are notable 
localised gaps in provision within;  

 Kirkby (SRA 4, 5 & 6 + Knowsley Industrial Park),  
 Huyton (SRA 11, 14, 19 & 20 + Huyton Business Park). 
 Prescot (SRA 24 & 26) 
 Halewood (SRA32 + Jaguar Land Rover, South Halewood) 
 

3.76. The accessibility deficits within individual SRAs are appraised in later 
sections, including a specific focus on potential opportunities to 
improve the localised provision for each area. However Map 3.4 below 
indicates the spatial distribution of different types of provision. 
 

Map 3.4: Analysis of Knowsley’s accessibility distribution of 
different types of Provision for Children & Young People  
 

 
 

Key Play Area MUGA 

   

 
3.77. Map 3.4 indicates that the more sparse distribution of MUGAs relative 

to play areas within Knowsley may present the appearance of 
numerous deficiencies within the Borough. However it is worth noting 
that these facilities are generally supplementary to unequipped local 
areas of play (active amenity greenspaces), outdoor sports provision 
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and indoor leisure facilities, all of which cater for the informal 
recreational needs of young people.  

 
3.78. Other accessibility deficits within both Map 3.3 and Map 3.4 at 

Knowsley Industrial Park and in South Halewood relate to industrial 
locations with no residential properties and are therefore not covered 
by the adopted standard requirements. Nevertheless the localities 
would benefit from additional green infrastructure to serve local 
employees. 
 
Summary 
 

3.78. Knowsley has an apparent deficit in quantitative terms relative to the 
adopted standard, however recent investments in both the quantity and 
quality of provision for children and young people suggests that the 
current standards may be too high and therefore unachievable in some 
areas. Nevertheless new provision appears to be required on the basis 
of localised accessibility deficiencies. 
 

3.79. In the context of the above, the subsequent localised audit of individual 
SRAs are important, as they provide a better indication of the specific 
areas of deficits in terms of quantity, quality and accessibility, 
particularly given that previous priorities for investment have been 
realised through the Play Pathfinder initiative. The more localised 
assessments will ensure that priorities for improvement, together with 
the potential areas of surplus greenspace sites can be identified. It 
should be noted in this context, that an overall quantitative surplus of 
greenspace within an SRA is not sufficient to justify release for other 
development, if deficiencies remain in terms of quantitative or 
accessibility that could be resolved or improved by utilising surplus 
land.  

 

Allotments 
 
3.80. Knowsley‟s allotments have the primary purpose of providing 

opportunities to grow nutritious food cheaply. However, they also 
provide a number of other benefits including social activity, mental well 
being, physical exercise, healthy eating and educational value. 
 

3.81. The Green Space Strategy offers the vision for quality, which is; 

A clean and well kept site that encourages healthy living, education and 
biodiversity with appropriate ancillary facilities, clearly marked 
pathways and level allotment plots with good drainage. The site should 
benefit from appropriate lighting and security. 
 

3.82. The Replacement UDP (policy OS3) sets a standard of 0.05 ha per 1 
000 population for allotments, this exceeded the average provision in 
Knowsley in 2005 of 0.03 ha per 1 000 population, and was justified 
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because the study found that a significant number of people thought 
current provision was insufficient. 
 

3.83. The audit of allotments indicates that there are currently 4.55 ha in total 
across the Borough, providing a total of 124 plots (some of these are 
now subdivided into half plots and therefore more tenants are in 
occupation). This equates to 0.03 ha per 1 000 population or 1 
allotment plot per 800 people (based upon an average plot size of 250 
sq.m), which has remained the same since 2005, despite recent 
remodelling at Delaware Crescent in Kirkby. Figure 13.1 below, 
identifies the number and distribution of allotment sites within the 
Borough.  

 
Figure 3.3 

 

 
 

3.84. In addition to the above, the current number of sites relative to 
community area population is shown in Table 3.6 below. 

 

Table 3.6  Allotment Sites by Location 
 

 Area 
Allotment 
Facilities 

Area 
(Ha) 

Average 
Size (Ha) 

Ha per 
1000 

residents 

Total 
Plots 

Knowsley 
(Overall) 

9 4.55 0.51 0.03 124 

Kirkby 3 1.22 0.41 0.03 24 

Huyton 4 2.53 0.63 0.04 83 

Prescot, Whiston & 
Cronton 

1 0.56 0.56 0.02 9 

Halewood 1 0.24 0.24 0.01 8 

 

3.85. Table 3.6 above indicates that all community areas are currently in 
deficit relative to the adopted standards. Whilst general distribution of 
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allotments throughout Knowsley is good, there are particular 
deficiencies in accessibility within areas of North Huyton, Prescot, 
Cronton and Halewood. Deficiencies are heightened by current 
capacity issues with allotment plots currently being in demand on most 
sites leading to waiting lists. Although the waiting lists currently contain 
a total of 150 people, it should be noted that the areas of highest 
demand do not necessarily reflect the areas of accessibility deficiency. 
 

3.86. To assess the quality of provision, the Council has utilised the Green 
Flag Award criteria since 2007 to assess allotment provision. Table 3.7 
below, indicates the qualitative scoring of the allotment provision 
currently managed by the Council, together with the comparative 
scores for previous years (if assessed). The quality of the allotment 
provision by site has been scored as a whole.  

 
Table 3.7  Allotment - Quality Scores 

 
Allotment Typology Community 

Area 
Quality Scores 

2007/08 2009/10 2011 

Cuper Crescent Huyton 66 66 66 

Northwood Drive Kirkby 66 66 66 

Glendevon Huyton 63 63 66 

Bowring Park Huyton 48 55 65 

Holland Road Halewood 48 50 65 

Molyneux Drive PW&C 53 53 65 

Stadt Moers Huyton 48 48 58 

Quernmore Kirkby 48 48 53 

Delaware Crescent Kirkby 34 38 50 

 

Score 0-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 66+ 

Quality Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

Rating      

 

3.87. The allotment sites have a current average quality score of 62 and a 
good rating, which is an improvement from 54 (fair) in 2009/10 and 52 
(fair) in 2007/08. Following the improvement of Delaware Crescent 
during this period, 0 sites within Knowsley are now classified as poor or 
very poor. Cuper Crescent, Northwood Drive and Glendevon provide 
the local benchmarks of quality provision, with 7 sites (78%) now rated 
as good or excellent. 
 

3.88. With regard to the wider accessibility of sites across Knowsley, Map 3.5 
on the following page provides an overview of the accessibility 
catchments of allotment sites. The map provides an initial indication of 
the areas that are sufficiently covered by facilities within the required 
accessibility distance, together with the potential areas of deficit. 
 

3.89. The broad distribution of the catchment zones for the existing allotment 
facilities within Map 3.5, indicate that the majority of Knowsley‟s urban 
areas are well served by this typology in terms of proximity relative to 
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the required distance. However there are notable gaps in provision that 
are identifiable in small areas of Kirkby (SRA1, SRA6 & SRA7) together 
with Knowsley Industrial Park (no SRA), Knowsley Village (SRA8), 
Stockbridge Village (SRA9), Cronton (SRA31) and pockets within 
Halewood (SRA32, SRA33 and SRA34).  

 
Map 3.5: Analysis of Knowsley’s Allotment provision against 
Accessibility Standards (1 600m) 

 

 
 

3.86. The current deficits in the areas identified above will require further 
consideration with regard localised opportunities and priorities for 
improvement to address the absence of an existing allotment facilities 
serving the needs of the local population. This analysis is discussed 
further in the subsequent localised audits of each of the 
aforementioned SRAs. 

 
3.87. The accessibility deficit at Knowsley Industrial Park relates to an 

industrial location with no residential properties and is therefore not 
covered by the adopted standard requirements. Nevertheless the 
locality would benefit from additional green infrastructure to serve local 
employees as part of a wider regeneration programme. 
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Summary 
 

3.92. Knowsley has an overall deficit in quantitative terms relative to the 
adopted standard, however recent investments in the quality of 
allotment provision has provided additional recreation benefits to meet 
localised need. Nevertheless new provision appears to be required on 
the basis of localised accessibility deficiencies to address excess 
demand for allotment facilities. 
 

3.93. In the context of the above, the subsequent localised audit of individual 
SRAs is important, as they provide a better indication of the specific 
areas of deficits in terms of quantity, quality and accessibility. The more 
localised assessments will ensure that priorities for improvement, 
together with the potential areas of surplus greenspace sites in other 
typologies which may provide opportunities for additional provision. It 
should be noted in this context, that an overall quantitative surplus of 
allotment provision within an SRA is not sufficient to justify release for 
other development. This is noting that the accessibility distance for 
allotment sites provides catchments which serve a wider area, in many 
cases where additional facilities may not be capable of delivery, nor it is 
necessary to specifically target 1 allotment site per SRA in this context.

 
Outdoor Sports Provision 

 
3.94. Outdoor sports provision is a wide-ranging category of open space and 

includes natural or artificial surfaces either publicly or privately owned 
which are used for sport and recreation. Examples include playing 
pitches, athletics tracks, bowling greens and golf courses with the 
primary purpose of participation in outdoor sports. 
 

3.95. The audit is an initial assessment of the current outdoor sports 
provision against existing standards only. In this regard, it is worth 
noting that a new Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy (PPA&S) is 
currently being prepared separately and is expected to be published 
alongside this document. This will include a more detailed assessment 
of needs for playing pitch provision for individual sports (Football, 
Rugby, Cricket, Hockey, Tennis and Golf) in each part of Knowsley 
(and surrounding areas) using current Sport England guidance.  The 
intention is to provide an updated assessment to inform the preparation 
of the Local Development Framework with regard to the suitability of 
the current standard. This is necessary as the Council's previous 
Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy was published in 2003, and in 
the period thereafter there have been substantial revisions to the 
assessment methodology. The assessment of quantity, quantity and 
accessibility in this report is a first stage that establishes a current 
baseline position from which the considerations of the PPA&S can 
expand. 
 

3.96. The Replacement UDP (policy OS4) sets a standard of 1.85 ha per 1 
000 population for outdoor sports facilities. This standard covers all 
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forms of outdoor sports provision in Knowsley.  In this context, the audit 
considers the full outdoor sports provision available and then 
subdivides it into categories of type and access. This is essential given 
there is a minor conflict between policy OS4 of the UDP which 
considered that the amount should be available to the public, whereas 
the Greenspace Standards and New Development SPD states that, in 
operating the standard the Council will take account of all current 
provision (whether or not it is in public usage). In this context, sports 
areas accounted for by school playing fields with no community access 
are identified separately, but also form part of outdoor sports provision.  
To assist analysis, it also has a subdivision which excludes golf 
courses for analysis purposes only, due to the scale of these facilities 
having significant influence upon the overall assessment figure to allow 
a comparison of the remaining spaces in different areas.  
 

3.97. Table 3.8 on the following page, provides a detailed overview of 
Knowsley‟s current outdoor sports provision, sub-categorised in terms 
of type and assessed against the current standards. The information 
identifies that the current outdoor sports provision available for 
community use, exceeds the adopted standards by 65.46 hectares, this 
reflects recent enhancement by the community agreements secured at 
the Centres for Learning. However of this overall total of 341.78 
hectares, 48% (163.84 ha) comprises golf courses. A further 61.17 
hectares of outdoor sports provision is currently available for current 
school use only (excludes former school sites), meaning the overall 
total of outdoor sports provision available is 399.67 hectares, resulting 
in an overall surplus against adopted standards of 126.63 hectares if 
this is also included. 
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Table 3.8  Knowsley’s performance against current quantitative standards for Outdoor Sports Provision 
 
 

Area Est. Pop OS Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision / 

Amount (ha) 

Provision / 
Amount (ha) 

(OS 
combined) 

Provision per 
1000 

residents (OS 
combined) 

Surplus / 
Deficit (ha) 
for Public 
Use Only 

Provision 
per 1000 
residents 

(OS / OS-SG 
combined) 

Surplus / 
Deficit (ha) 
for OS / OS-

SG 
combined 

Provision 
per 1000 
residents 

(OS / OS-SG 
excluding 

Golf 
Courses) 

Land not 
currently 

available as 
OS for 

public use 

Knowsley 149 361 

Outdoor Sport 
Provision 

(excluding Golf 
Courses) 

276.32 

177.94 

341.78 2.29 65.46 

2.70 126.63 1.60 

Not 
applicable 

Outdoor Sports 
Provision - Golf 

Courses 
163.84 

Not 
applicable 

Outdoor Sport 
Provision - 

School Grounds 
61.17 Not applicable Not applicable 

Not 
applicable 

Not 
applicable 

Outdoor Sports - 
No Public Access 

33.57 Not applicable Not applicable 
Not 

applicable 
Not 

applicable 
Not 

applicable 
Not 

applicable 

81.69 
Former OS or 
OS-SG - No 

Public Access 
48.12 Not applicable Not applicable 

Not 
applicable 

Not 
applicable 

Not 
applicable 

Not 
applicable 

 
 
Colour Code       

Explanation Requirement 
 
 
Amount of outdoor sports 
provision required to 
meet adopted standard 
of 1.85 ha per 1 000 
residents. 
  
 

Provision: Publicly 
Accessible 
 
Identifies OS provision 
available for community 
use. 

Provision: Restricted 
Public Access 
 
Identifies OS provision 
available for school use 
only. 
 

Provision: No Public 
Access 
 
Privately owned land with 
no publicly available use. 
 

Compliance with 
Standard 
 
Identifies a number that is 
equal to or exceeds the 
adopted standard. 

Deficit relative to 
adopted standard 
 
Identifies a number that is 
below the adopted 
standard. 
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3.98. Table 3.8 is however not necessarily an accurate reflection of the 
distribution of outdoor sports provision within Knowsley and how the 
types of provision reflect overall need. As a consequence the above 
statistics should be read alongside the more detailed analysis in the 
Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy, which also includes the 
detailed methodology for the quality assessments.  
 

3.99. Table 3.9 below is a summary from the Playing Pitch Assessment and 
Strategy providing a brief overview of the outdoor sports provision in 
Knowsley by type; 
 
Table 3.9  Outdoor Sports Provision within Knowsley 
 
Sport Available Provision in 

2011 
In Formal Use (2011) 

Football 126 grass pitches 76 pitches 

Cricket 7 grass pitches 2 pitches 

Hockey 7 synthetic pitches 3 pitches 

Rugby League 2 grass pitches 1 pitch 

Bowling Greens 17 bowling greens 13 bowling greens 

Golf 3 courses 3 courses 

Athletics 1 synthetic running track 1 running track 

 
3.100. With regard to the above, the distribution of publicly available facilities 

within Knowsley‟s individual townships is provided within Table 3.10 
below. 
 
Table 3.10 Distribution of Outdoor Sports Provision available 
within Knowsley 
 
Sport Type Area 

Kirkby Huyton PWC Halewood 

Football Grass pitches 27 45 31 23 

Cricket Grass pitches 0 3 3 1 

Hockey 
Sand / water 
based pitches 

1 0 2 0 

Rugby 
League 

Grass pitches 0 1 1 0 

Bowling 
Greens 

Greens 1 9 5 2 

Golf Courses 1 2 0 0 

Athletics Tracks 1 0 0 0 

 
3.101. The Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy also provides an 

assessment of individual pitch quality, with the average results for each 
site indicated within Tables 3.11, 3.12 and 3.13.  
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Table 3.11  Outdoor Sports Grass Pitches – Quality Scores 
 

Location 
Community 
Area 

Number 
of 

Pitches 

Average 
PQ Score 

2011 

Kirkby Sports College CfL Kirkby 7 90 

All Saints CfL Kirkby 2 89 

St. Edmund Arrowsmith CfL PWC 6 88 

Halewood CfL Halewood 5 84 

Lord Derby Memorial Fields Huyton 6 83 

Huyton KGV    Huyton 8 81 

Hollies Recreation Ground Halewood 2 80 

Whiston Willis PWC 1 79 

Lickers Lane Recreation Ground PWC 6 78 

Arncliffe Sports Centre Halewood 6 78 

Huyton Arts & Sports CfL Huyton 7 77 

Valerie Park PWC 1 77 

Halewood Leisure Centre Halewood 3 78 

The Pasture PWC 2 75 

Knowsley Park CfL PWC 8 74 

Huyton CC Huyton 1 73 

Frederick Lunt Halewood 4 69 

Lindby Road Kirkby 2 65 

Parklands PWC 3 64 

Two Butt Lane PWC 4 63 

Warrenhouse Playing Fields Kirkby 9 63 

Knowsley Recreation Ground Huyton 2 62 

Mill Lane (KV) Huyton 1 61 

Waterpark Drive Huyton 1 61 

Prescot KGV PWC 4 60 

Pool Hey Huyton 2 60 

Pentagon Sports Halewood 1 56 

Alt Park Huyton 1 55 

Charlottes Pagsy Kirkby 1 55 

Jubilee Park Huyton 5 55 

Blacklow Brow Huyton 2 54 

Page Moss Playing Fields, 
Arnside Road Huyton 6 51 

Mill Dam Kirkby 1 47 

Court Hey Park Huyton 1 44 

Swanside Playing Fields Huyton 2 44 

Wignall Park Kirkby 2 44 

Halewood Doorstep Green Halewood 2 43 

Field Lane Park Kirkby 1 42 

Grace Park Halewood 1 40 

Millbrook Park Kirkby 1 39 

West View Huyton 1 37 

Woolfall Heath Avenue Huyton 1 35 

Moorfield Kirkby 1 31 

Cowper Way Huyton 1 29 

Nyland Road Huyton 1 16 
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Score  0-29 30-54 55-64 65-89 90+ 

Quality Poor Below 
Average 

Average Good Excellent 

Rating      

 

3.103. The quality of the 45 pitch sites has a current average score of 61 
which corresponds with a fair rating, however when based on average 
quality of the 135 total pitches the score is much higher at 66 or a good 
rating. This is due to the good average rating of pitches at a high 
proportion of sites with a multiple pitches, including the Centres for 
Learning (8 sites – 35 pitches), Huyton KGV (8 pitches), Lord Derby 
Memorial Fields (6 pitches), Lickers Lane Recreation Ground (5 
pitches) and Arncliffe Sports Centre (5 pitches). In contrast, 10 of the 
15 sites (67%) with average ratings of below average or poor comprise 
a single pitch, with only Page Moss Playing Fields, Arnside Road (6 
pitches) having in excess of two pitches.  
 

3.104. Overall the publicly available grass pitches in 2011 have individual 
ratings as follows; 
 excellent quality: 10 pitches (8%) 
 good quality: 76 pitches (56%) 
 average quality: 23 pitches (17%) 
 below average quality: 24 pitches (18%) 
 poor quality: 2 pitches (1%) 

 
3.104. In the context of the above, 79 grass pitches which were in formal use 

for team sports during 2011 (or 59% of the grass pitches available). 
These comprise the following proportions in each quality rating; 
 excellent quality: 10 pitches of 10 pitches (100%) 
 good quality: 52 pitches of 76 pitches (68%) 
 average quality: 14 pitches of 23 pitches (61%) 
 below average quality: 3 pitches of 24 pitches (13%) 
 poor quality: 0 pitches of 2 pitches (0%) 
 

3.105. With regard to the above, it is evident that the formal use of grass 
playing pitches is maximised for excellent and good quality facilities, 
whilst declining significant when pitches are rated poor or below. 
 

3.106. A further 38 additional grass pitches with secured community use are 
expected to be brought into use by 2013 through the completion of 
playing fields associated to the primary and secondary school 
reorganisation through the Building Schools for the Future programme, 
together with a separate part implemented scheme for replacement 
outdoor sports provision at Cottage Fields (Longmoor Lane). 

 
3.107. With regard to the above, the resultant implications for addressing 

localised need are assessed in greater detail within a separate Playing 
Pitch Assessment and Strategy, with appropriate forecasting for 
Community Areas relative to pitch type, different sporting uses, 
population demographics and team generation.  
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3.108. Aside from grass pitches, outdoor sports provision in Knowsley is 
supplemented by additional synthetic surface pitches providing all 
weather provision for a number of sports (including small sided), an 
assessment of individual pitch quality of each is displayed in Table 
3.12. 
 
Table 3.12  Outdoor Sports Synthetic Pitches – Quality Scores 

 

Location 
Community 
Area 

Number of 
Pitches 

Average 
PQ 

Score 

2011 

Huyton Arts & Sports CfL Huyton 1 89 

Halewood CfL Halewood 1 87 

Kirkby Sports College CfL Kirkby 1 76 

Christ the King CfL Huyton 1 71 

Prescot Leisure Centre PWC 2 71 

St. Edmund Arrowsmith CfL PWC 1 71 

Knowsley Park CfL PWC 1 69 

Arncliffe Community Centre Halewood 2 55 

Tower Hill Community Centre Kirkby 1 55 

Huyton KGV Huyton 3 53 

Halewood Leisure Centre Halewood 2 48 

Alt Resource Centre Huyton 1 29 

 
Score  0-29 30-54 55-64 65-89 90+ 

Quality Poor Below 
Average 

Average Good Excellent 

Rating      

 

3.110. The quantity of 18 total synthetic pitches is far in excess of the Sport 
England Sport Facility Calculation16 for Knowsley‟s current population 
that suggest a requirement for 4.85 pitches. The majority of facilities 
having been delivered recently as part of the Centres for Learning. 
 

3.111. The quality of the 12 synthetic pitch sites has a current average score 
of 65 which corresponds with a good rating, however when based on 
average quality of the 18 total pitches the score is much lower at 62 or 
an average rating. This is due to a high proportion of multiple pitch sites 
rated as average (2 sites) and poor (2 sites) compared to only a single 
multiple pitch site rated as good. 

 
3.112. Overall the proportion of pitches in the individual ratings is as follows; 

 excellent quality: 0 pitches (0%) 
 good quality: 8 pitches (44%) 
 fair quality: 4 pitches (22%) 
 below average quality: 5 pitches (28%) 

                                                 
12

 Sport England Sport Facility Calculations produced via 
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/planning_tools_and_guidance/sports_facility_c
alculator.aspx 

http://www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/planning_tools_and_guidance/sports_facility_calculator.aspx
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/planning_tools_and_guidance/sports_facility_calculator.aspx
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 very poor: 1 pitches (6%) 
 

3.113. In terms of usage, only 3 synthetic pitches were in use during the 
2010/2011 sporting seasons, all of these were good quality and used 
for hockey. The remainder were primarily use training (full size) or 
informal use (small sided).  In terms of this breakdown, 8 of the 
synthetic pitches are full size (all at Centres for Learning, except 
Knowsley Park, plus Prescot Leisure Centre and Tower Hill Community 
Centre), with the remainder being small sided. 
 

3.114. With regard to the above, similarly to the results for grass pitches, it is 
evident that there are significant differences in terms of the overall 
quality of synthetic pitch provision. The implications for addressing 
localised need are therefore assessed in greater detail within a 
separate Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy. 

 
3.115. Aside from the pitch provision, a number of outdoor sports site, also 

offer ancillary facilities, including changing rooms which assist formal 
use by sport clubs. The results of an assessment of changing room 
facilities are displayed in Table 3.13. 
 
Table 3.13  Outdoor Sports Changing Facilities – Quality Scores 

 

Location 
Community 
Area 

Team 
Changing 

Rooms 

Quality 
Score 

2011 

Huyton Arts & Sports CfL Huyton 4 100 

Halewood Leisure Centre Halewood 4 95 

Knowsley Park Cfl PWC 4 93 

St. Edmund Arrowsmith CfL PWC 4 93 

Kirkby Sports College CfL Kirkby 4 93 

Halewood CfL Halewood 4 93 

Christ the King CfL Huyton 4 93 

Huyton KGV Huyton 8 88 

Whiston Willis PWC 2 88 

Parklands PWC 4 85 

Hollies Road Community 
Centre Halewood 2 83 

Arncliffe Community Centre Halewood 4 80 

Huyton CC Pavillion Huyton 2 78 

Alt Resource Centre Huyton 1 76 

Lord Derby Memorial Fields Huyton 4 76 

Valerie Park PWC 2 73 

Prescot Leisure Centre PWC 4 63 

Lickers Lane PWC 4 63 

Knowsley Recreation Ground PWC 2 56 

Pentagon Sports Halewood 2 56 

Roby Community Centre Huyton 1 51 

Warrenhouse Playing Fields Kirkby 14 51 

Court Hey Park Pavillion Huyton 2 46 

KGV (Prescot) PWC 2 34 
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Score  0 - 29 30 - 39 40 - 59 60 - 89 90+ 

Quality Very Poor Poor Average Good Excellent 

Rating      

 
3.116. The average quality of the changing rooms at the 24 outdoor sports 

sites where they are present is a score of 75 which corresponds with a 
good rating, in contrast to the pitch scores each score is reflective of 
the overall quality of provision rather than an average of individual 
scores for each changing room. 
 

3.117. Overall the proportion of changing room sites in each the individual 
ratings is as follows; 
 excellent quality: 7 sites (29%) 
 good quality: 11 sites (46%) 
 average quality: 5 sites (21%) 
 poor quality: 1 sites (4%) 
 very poor: 0 sites (0%) 
 

3.118. The above indicates that the majority of sites are considered to be 
good or excellent quality, with only six rated as average or poor, and 
none very poor. The majority are associated to pitch sites in formal use 
during the 2009/2010 sporting seasons (or those added in 2010/2011). 
 

3.119. With regard to Tables 3.10, 3.11 and 3.12, notwithstanding an absence 
of comparative data from previous years, it is clear that there has been 
a significant uplift in the overall quality of playing pitches recently 
through the delivery of the good quality playing pitches at the Centres 
for Learning that are available for community use. Nevertheless it is 
clear that many sites are in potential need of improvement or further 
investment. 
 

3.120. It should however be noted that this data only provides an overview of 
quality and available facilities, with the Playing Pitch Assessment and 
Strategy providing greater detail in terms of pitch type, size and levels 
of current use that are required to assess the extent to which local 
needs are being met. This is vital from a qualitative perspective in 
terms of prioritising future investment 
 

3.121. With regard to the wider accessibility of sites across Knowsley, Map 3.6 
provides an overview of the accessibility catchments for outdoor sports 
provision. The map indicates that the 6km catchment distance together 
with the distribution of outdoor sports provision ensures that the 
minimum accessibility requirement for Knowsley residents is achieved. 
However this provides only a simple overview and the Playing Pitch 
Assessment and Strategy will provide much more detailed analysis in 
assessing whether local needs are met for different types of outdoor 
sports provision.   
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Map 3.6 Analysis of Knowsley’s Outdoor Sports provision against 
Accessibility Standards (6km) 

 

 
 
Summary 
 

3.115. Knowsley has an overall surplus in quantitative terms relative to the 
adopted standard. Recent investment in publicly available outdoor 
sports provision, particularly through the Building Schools for the 
Future programme, has provided significant improvement to the overall 
quantity, quality and accessibility of publicly available facilities within 
Knowsley. This is noting that previous secondary school facilities were 
not secured for community use outside of school hours. 
 

3.116. In the context of the above, the subsequent localised audits of 
individual SRAs are important, as they provide a better indication of the 
specific areas of localised deficits in terms of quantity, quality and 
accessibility. This will provide accurate baseline information for the 
more detailed needs assessment for different types of outdoor sports 
facilities that is being undertaken separately through a Playing Pitch 
Assessment and Strategy.
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Indoor Sports Provision 
  

3.117. Indoor Sports Facilities within Knowsley include the main leisure 
centres and centres for learning that provide facilities such as sports 
halls, swimming pools and health and fitness studios that are 
accessible for community use.  
 

3.118. Although these facilities do not form part of urban greenspace and are 
not subject to a current adopted standard, they clearly have value in 
terms of recreation, sport and health and wellbeing in meeting the 
needs of local people. 
 

3.119. The absence of a currently adopted standard reflects the conclusions 
of the previous Open Space, Sport and Recreation Needs Assessment 
in 2005 which determined that there were sufficient indoor facilities 
from a quantitative perspective. 

 

3.120. In 2008, specialist leisure consultants Strategic Leisure were 
commissioned to review a number of options to improve the delivery of 
leisure services across the centre of the Borough. The key driver for 
this option appraisal was the need to address the fact that the current 
leisure facilities in the centre of the Borough are ageing, past their 
lifespan or no longer fit for purpose. 
 

3.121. After considering various options, the Council produced a Leisure 
Facilities Strategy17 which has adopted a „hub and spoke‟ concept in 
line with Sport England‟s approach for ensuring sports facilities are 
accessible to local people within a 20-minute travel time. 
 

3.122. This has been implemented in accordance with previous investment in 
leisure facilities throughout Knowsley and is reflected through the 
recent completion of the Knowsley Leisure and Culture Park building to 
replace ageing facilities at Huyton Leisure Centre and Scotchbarn 
Leisure Centre, Prescot. 
 

3.123. Knowsley facility replacement programme has resulted in four modern 
Council operated high quality „hub‟ leisure facilities; 

 Knowsley Leisure and Culture Park (Huyton) – completed 2011. 
 Halewood Leisure Centre – completed 2002, refurbished in 2009. 
 Kirkby Leisure Centre – completed 2007. 
 King George V Sports Centre (Huyton KGV) – completed 2002, 

refurbished in 2009. 
 

3.124. This has been supplemented by the Building Schools for the Future 
(BSF) programme, which has provided seven Centres for Learning 
each containing as a minimum, modern high quality facilities 
comprising ; a sports hall and activity studios, which the community can 
use for; 

                                                 
17

  Knowsley Leisure Facilities Strategy (Knowsley MBC, 2010) 
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 Football, basketball, volleyball, badminton, martial arts, fitness 
training in the sports halls. 

 Dance, fitness circuits, yoga or any activity that requires space such 
as martial arts, can be held in the activity rooms 

3.125. To supplement the existing facilities, new facilities are planned to open 
in 2012 at;  

 Stockbridge Village - comprising a swimming pool, 4-court sports 
hall, gym, sauna, youth facilities and community café, and; 

 Prescot Leisure Centre – replacement of existing building operated  
by Prescot Town Council with a new fitness suite, flexible studio 
and changing rooms to support the two associated all-weather 
pitches. 

 
3.126. Aside from facilities under Local Authority control, there are also a 

number of commercial facilities that are available to the public through 
registered membership or pay and play, these comprise; David Lloyd 
Club (Kirkby), Muscle Health and Fitness (Kirkby), Suites Hotel 
(Prescot) and the Village Leisure Club (Whiston). 
 

3.127. Table 3.14 below indicates the types of publicly available facilities 
within Knowsley. 
 
Table 3.14  Indoor Sports Facilities within Knowsley 

 
Indoor Facility Type Number 

Available 
Number of Individual 
Facilities 

Sports Hall 20 63 courts 

Health and Fitness Suite 9 637 fitness stations 

Tennis Centre 1 8 courts 

Swimming Pools 10 31 lanes 

 
3.128. In terms of supply and demand, although there are no locally adopted 

standards for indoor sports facilities. However the quantitative 
information represents a current oversupply relative to the Sport 
England Sport Facility Calculations projections18 for Knowsley that 
suggest the current population requires a minimum of 11 sports halls / 
42 courts and 7 swimming pools / 28 lanes.  
 

3.129. The Sport England model does not currently include a specific standard 
for health and fitness suites or tennis centres. Nevertheless there has 
still been an uplift from the 502 fitness stations available in 2005, which 
at the time represented an oversupply of 76 stations based upon 
informal standards of a requirement for 2.84 fitness stations per 1 000 
residents. In this context, Knowsley‟s current comparative oversupply is 
211 fitness stations. 
 

                                                 
18

  Sport England Sport Facility Calculations produced via  
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/planning_tools_and_guidance/sports_facility_c
alculator.aspx 

http://www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/planning_tools_and_guidance/sports_facility_calculator.aspx
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/planning_tools_and_guidance/sports_facility_calculator.aspx
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3.130. The distribution of publicly available facilities within Knowsley‟s 
individual townships is provided within Table 3.15 below. 
 
Table 3.15  Distribution of Indoor Sports Facilities 
 
Facility Type Area 

Kirkby Huyton PWC Halewood 

Sports Halls Number 7 7 3 3 

Courts 25 20 9 9 

Health and 
Fitness Suites 

Sites 4 3 2 1 

Stations 278 175 114 70 

Tennis Centres Sites 1 0 0 0 

Courts 8 0 0 0 

Swimming Pools Number 4 4 1 1 

Lanes 13 12 2 6 

 
3.131. The Sport England projected requirements relative to the current 

population of each community area is as follows; 

 Kirkby – 3 sports halls (12 courts), 2 swimming pools (8 lanes). 
 Huyton – 4 sports halls (17 courts), 3 swimming pools (12 lanes) 
 Prescot, Whiston and Cronton – 2 sports halls (8 courts), 1 

swimming pool (5 lanes). 
 Halewood – 2 sports halls (6 courts), 1 swimming pool (4 lanes) 

 
3.132. With regard to Table 3.15 and the Sport England projected 

requirements, there is general compliance or otherwise an oversupply 
of facilities, aside from a marginal deficit in Prescot, Whiston and 
Cronton with regard to an absence of lane swimming.  
 

3.133. In terms of the above deficit, it should be noted that the urban areas of 
Prescot and Whiston are between 1.5km and 3.5km from the new 
Knowsley Leisure and Culture Park (2 swimming pools) which is 
comparable to the distance from the more remote parts of Huyton 
Community Area, such as Stockbridge Village, Knowsley Village, 
Tarbock and Swanside.  The location of the Knowsley Leisure and 
Culture Park, which replaced the ageing facilities at Scotchbarn Leisure 
Centre (Prescot) and Huyton Leisure Centres, was specifically chosen 
in a central location that ensured the „hub‟ facility was accessible to 
both community areas. 
 

3.134. Cronton is located in a rural setting that is closer to Widnes (Halton) 
than Whiston and Halewood that are the nearest urban areas of 
Knowsley. Although the nearest facilities within Knowsley are the 
Village Leisure Club at 3km away and Halewood Leisure Centre which 
is 5km away, there are a number of closer facilities within Halton. The 
population size of Cronton does not generate a requirement for its own 
facilities. 
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3.135. The overall distribution of indoor facilities sites by type are displayed in 
Map 3.7 below; 
 
Map 3.7  Distribution of Indoor Facilities within Knowsley 
 

 
 
Key Sports Hall Health and 

Fitness Suite 
Indoor Tennis 

Centre 
Swimming 

Pool 

     

 
3.136. With regard to Map 3.7, in terms of overall accessibility, all Knowsley 

residents are within 20-minute travel time by car or public transport 
from a sports hall, swimming pool or health and fitness centre within 
Knowsley. The indoor tennis centre in Kirkby however is less 
accessible to the southern areas of Knowsley. 

 
3.137. In terms of overall quality, the recent investment in new or replacement 

facilities, together with refurbishment of those existing has resulted in 
significant quantitative and qualitative improvement to Knowsley‟s 
facilities. This aligns with the objectives of Sport England and Quest, 
the UK quality scheme for Sport and Leisure comprising an 
assessment tool that promotes continuous improvement.  Future 



52 

 

priorities are established through the Knowsley‟s Leisure Facilities 
Strategy. 
 
Summary 
 

3.138. Knowsley now benefits from sufficient quantity, quality and accessibility 
of indoor sports facilities for local residents relative to Sport England 
recommendations, due to the recent addition of new and replacement 
facilities, together with refurbishment of existing sites. 

 

 Natural and Semi-Natural Open Space 
 

3.139. This type of open space includes woodlands, urban forestry, scrub, 
grasslands (e.g. downlands, commons, meadows), wetlands, open and 
running water, nature reserves and wastelands with a primary purpose 
of wildlife conservation and biodiversity. This is reflected in the 
presence of 64 Local Wildlife Sites, 6 Local Geological Sites and 1 
Local Nature Reserve within Knowsley. 

 
3.140. The importance of natural and semi natural open space sites for 

creating sustainable habitats and embracing bio-diversity cannot be 
underestimated. By creating an attractive environment, quality of life 
and sustainable communities can be improved. The Council‟s aim is to 
enrich the local environment and in turn help increase the amount and 
standards of health, wildlife, sport and informal recreation in Knowsley.  
 

3.141. A number of sites had previously been designated as natural and semi-
natural typology despite having value and functions relating to other 
typologies. As a consequence, this caused an underestimation of the 
value of provision with regard to the functions of other typologies such 
amenity greenspace and parks and gardens at a localised level, 
relative to quantity, quality and accessibility. In response to this issue, 
the methodology of the audit has been revised to ensure that the 
calculations of greenspace land is a more accurate reflection of publicly 
available provision, by identifying the natural and semi-natural green 
spaces in multi functional use and ensuring that their contribution is 
fully recognised. This approach ensures that future investment will be 
prioritised in areas of greatest need.   
 

3.142. Knowsley has approximately 831 ha of broad-leaved woodland and 
55.4 ha of wetlands, together with 359 ha of grasslands. However this 
includes areas already identified in other typologies such as Stadt 
Moers, Millbrook Park, Old Rough, Huyton Wetlands, etc, together with 
other areas that are not publicly accessible such as Knowsley Park.  
 

3.143. Although a significant proportion of Knowsley‟s natural green spaces 
are woodland areas, a standard was not set within the Unitary 
Development Plan for this typology. This is because the proximity of 
most of the residential areas within the Borough to the Green Belt 
(including designation of a number of local wildlife sites) and the 
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presence of major parks offering similar recreational opportunities. In 
any case, the sites not otherwise included in another typologies due to 
multi-functionality, still provide 1.09 ha per 1 000 residents, which is 
above the informal standard of 0.2ha per 1 000 residents referred to 
within the Green Space Strategy. However as with most typologies, the 
average site size of 2.84ha does not provide an accurate overview of 
the varying size of sites, which range from 15Ha to less than 0.1ha. 
 

3.144. Figure 3.4 below, identifies the number and distribution of natural and 
semi-natural sites within Knowsley‟s different community areas.  

 
Figure 3.4  Distribution of Natural and Semi-Natural sites 

 

        
 

3.145. The broadly even proportional split of site numbers between different 
community areas indicated within Figure 3.4, is reflective of their overall 
scale and varied urban / rural characteristics, rather than a hierarchy 
based on population size. These results align with Council objectives to 
achieve a roughly equal and realistic distribution of natural and semi-
natural spaces throughout Knowsley. 
 

3.146. To assess the quality of provision, the Council has utilised the Green 
Flag Award criteria since 2007 to assess natural and semi natural 
greenspaces (together with other typologies) with emphasis placed on 
assessment of each site relative to size and situation.  Table 3.16, 
indicates the qualitative scoring of the natural and semi-natural 
greenspaces that are currently managed by the Council, together with 
the comparative scores for previous years (if assessed). In this regard, 
it should be noted that some sites are identified within other typologies 
and therefore form part of that site‟s quality score. 
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Table 3.16  Natural & Semi-Natural - Quality Scores 
 

Natural & Semi Natural 
Typology 

Community 
Area 

Quality Scores 

2007/08 2009/10 2011 

Ten Acre Pits Huyton 54 54 66 

Court Farm Halewood 58 60 65 

Little Wood Huyton 55 55 60 

New Hutte Wood Halewood 35 35 60 

Dumbreeze Wood Huyton 58 58 58 

Acornfield Plantation Kirkby 38 38 56 

Huyton Wetland Huyton 48 44 56 

Pinfold Wood Huyton 56 56 56 

Woolfall Heath Meadow Huyton 36 36 56 

Ormskirk Lodge Huyton 55 55 55 

Syders Grove Huyton 55 55 55 

The Sanctuary Huyton 43 43 55 

Finch Wood Halewood 42 42 55 

Spring Wood Huyton 37 37 54 

Homer Wood Huyton 55 55 52 

Howard‟s Pit Huyton 54 54 52 

Huyton Leisure Centre Huyton 36 52 52 

Carr Lane PW&C 54 52 51 

Little Wood Lodge Huyton 51 51 51 

Penny Wood PW&C 47 47 51 

Rabbit Wood Huyton 32 32 47 

Meakins Pits Huyton 46 46 46 

Mercers Dell Kirkby 43 43 43 

Church Road Wood Halewood 43 43 43 

Bluebell Wood Kirkby 41 41 40 

Oak Plantation Huyton 37 37 35 

Field Lane Woodland Kirkby 31 31 31 

 
Score 0-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 66+ 

Quality Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

Rating      

 

3.147. Table 3.16 suggests that the overall quality of natural and semi natural 
greenspace managed and maintained by the Council has a current 
average score of 51 which corresponds with a fair rating. Although this 
indicates that there is still significant potential for improvement, it still 
represents a positive uplift from the average score of 46 in 2008.  
 

3.148. With regard to the above, it should be noted that the average score 
does not accurately reflect the significant differences between the 
excellent quality sites such as Millbrook Park Millennium Green 
(alternatively listed under park and gardens), and Ten Acre Pits which 
are considered to meet the Green Flag Award criteria, compared to 
sites such as Mercers Dell, Church Road Wood, Bluebell Wood, Oak 
Plantation and Field Lane Woodland which are rated poor or very poor 
with limited potential of improvement. In particular, poor access to and 
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within these sites at the lower end of the quality scoring, does appear 
to be restricting the level of use and hence the value of the site. 
 

3.149. Underperforming sites need to be prioritised for investment in the 
future, with the need to prepare and implement management plans for 
the individual sites. The importance of this approach and the ongoing 
emphasis on qualitative improvement rather than the establishment of 
new sites, is justified by the successful improvements made through 
this method to a number of sites in the last year that were previously 
rated as poor or very poor. These include New Hutte Wood, Acornfield 
Plantation and Woolfall Heath Meadow, all of which are now rated as 
good.  This progress is encouraging for the future and is clear evidence 
of the potential outcomes from the implementation of a longer term 
programme, with initial focus on a spatial distribution of sites and 
qualitative improvements to important locations such as Acornfield 
Plantation (also designated as a Local Nature Reserve). 
 

3.150. With regard to accessibility, the Natural England ANGst standard of no 
person living more than 300m from their nearest area of natural green 
space of at least 2 hectares in size, remains unachievable at the 
present time due to significant deficiencies in all Knowsley‟s suburban 
areas and the existing urban density of many of these areas offering 
minimal opportunity for the provision of additional sites of 2 ha or 
larger.  
 

3.151. In response to the above and in the absence of adopted standards the 
Council utilises an informal accessibility standard of 800m to this 
typology to assess the current provision and this is displayed on the 
Map 3.8. This indicates that the urban areas of the Borough are well 
served by the full range of natural and site natural sites when applying 
the informal standard. The only significant deficiencies are in the 
Warrenhouse Lane area of Kirkby which is served alternatively by large 
scale outdoor sports facilities and has the Northwood Woodland 
Creation project adjacent which will resolve the situation. Remaining 
deficiencies either relate to the Knowsley Hall Estate (which includes 
provision but is not publicly accessible) or existing Green Belt areas.  
 

3.152. It should be noted that in addition to the semi natural and natural open 
spaces in urban areas of Knowsley, there are significant bands of 
accessible countryside and Green Belt between Kirkby and the private 
Knowsley Hall Estate, and between Halewood and Huyton (including 
Tarbock). These areas serve a similar primary function when compared 
to natural open space and provide residents of Knowsley with visual, 
recreational and landscape benefits, whilst acting as natural barriers to 
urban sprawl and offering distinctive character to different residential 
areas. 
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Map 3.8 Analysis of Knowsley Natural and Semi Natural Sites 
against Informal Accessibility Standard (800m) 

 

 
 

Summary 
 

3.153. Knowsley benefits from sufficient quantity and accessibility coverage of 
natural and semi-natural spaces relative to informal standards within 
the Green Space Strategy. However the overall distribution of the 
larger spaces remains uneven, and there is a need to continue to 
improve the overall quality of spaces regardless of evident progress to 
date. 
 

3.154. Notwithstanding the above, the subsequent localised audit of individual 
SRAs will provide a better indication of the specific areas of deficits and 
identify the potential priorities for future investment to enable the 
provision of the most equal and accessible distribution of natural and 
semi natural open spaces within the borough. This site specific focus is 
essential given the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Needs 
Assessment in 2005 identified significant weaknesses in terms of 
quality of sites that undermined the accessibility to meet local needs.
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Green Corridors 
 

3.156. Green corridors include towpaths along canals and riverbanks, 
cycleways, rights of way and disused railway lines with the primary 
purpose to provide opportunities for walking, cycling and horse riding 
whether for leisure purposes or travel and opportunities for wildlife 
migration. These areas in many cases have significant wildlife and 
biodiversity value, including Local Wildlife Sites.  
 

3.157. Knowsley‟s green corridor networks are vital to the accessibility and 
linkage between of existing sites whilst representing an important 
chance to promote active travel by walking and cycling. They also add 
value to other greenspace typologies, by maximising community 
access to the higher level parks and gardens, together with some 
natural and semi natural sites and areas of the countryside that are 
otherwise more isolated from urban areas.  
 

3.158. The UDP does not set any standard for this typology; due to PPG17 
stating that the requirement for green corridors arises from the need to 
promote environmentally sustainable forms of transport such as 
walking and cycling within urban areas. On this basis, there is no 
reasonable manner of devising a useable provision standard, given that 
the provision of green corridors remains based on opportunity rather 
than demand. 
 

3.159. Nevertheless, developers must comply with policy OS2 of the UDP 
which (as explained by paragraphs 10.7 to 10.11 of the UDP) stresses 
the value of linkages between open spaces. For example, paragraph 
10.10 of the Replacement UDP states: 

The spaces may be separated by small gaps such as roads, railways 
or small pieces of land, but are still visually linked. As well as providing 
the benefits of individual open spaces, they can provide attractive, safe, 
traffic free access to other open spaces and even the countryside, can 
perform strategic functions and act as wildlife corridors. 

 
3.160. Development is not be permitted which fails to protect strategic links 

and Knowsley has consequently identified four existing linear green 
corridors suitable for retention and potential expansion: 

 The Alt Corridor - stretching from Huyton Village through South Alt 
Park, Alt Park, Woolfall Heath Meadow and into Stockbridge Village 

 The Valley Corridor - stretching through Valley Meadow, St Chad‟s 
Park, Millbrook Park Millennium Green and Mill Dam 

 The Whiston to Cronton Corridor – stretching through Cronton, 
Stadt Moers Park and the Whiston Greenway 

 The Trans Pennine Trail - stretching through Halewood Park and 
linking into the National Cycle Network 

 
3.161. The land identified is primarily included within other typologies of 

greenspace for calculation purposes and can be further protected 
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through specific identification in policies within the Local Development 
Framework. The aim of this approach is to preserve and enhance the 
quality, accessibility and functionality of the existing provision identified 
to provide linkage to smaller networks of greenspace.  
 

3.162. The location of the green corridors in terms of progress on accessibility 
and linkage is indicated on Map 3.9 below. 

 
Map 3.9  Location of Knowsley’s Green Corridors 

 

 
 

3.163. Whilst there are identifiable green corridors present within Knowsley as 
indicated on Map 3.9, further progress with regard to accessibility and 
linkage is required to maximise their potential. In particular the inter-
relationships resulting from expansion of the green corridors has 
potential to work towards the aspiration for a fully linked network of 
accessible green infrastructure.  
 

3.164. In the context of the above, opportunities remain to improve 
greenspace corridor linkage at differing scales in the longer term 
through formalisation of underused land, which is currently inaccessible 
or has limited use by the public. Examples of this potential at a large 
scale include opportunities for integration with future open space 
provision / remodelling through the North Huyton redevelopment 
programme, the former Cronton Colliery site and the potential 
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redevelopment of land to the south of Thingwall Lane. There are also 
others opportunities to increase the accessibility of and through 
woodlands in urban areas, including the woodland creation project in 
Northwood. 
 
Summary 
 

3.165. Knowsley has started to address previous concerns expressed in the 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Needs Assessment in 2005 
regarding a lack of vision and linkage of green corridors in the Borough. 
Nevertheless continued investment, improvement and expansion is 
required, which could be assisted through definition of the key green 
corridors within planning policies in the future. 

 

Cemeteries and Churchyards 
 

3.166. Churchyards are encompassed within the walled boundary of a church 
and cemeteries are burial grounds outside the confines of a church. 
These include private burial grounds, local authority burial grounds and 
disused churchyards. The primary purpose of this type of open space is 
for burial of the dead and quiet contemplation. 

 
3.167. Cemeteries also contribute to informal recreational green space, and 

many churchyards (particularly closed churchyards) provide excellent 
opportunities to promote biodiversity. 
 

3.168. Knowsley‟s cemeteries and churchyards make an important 
contribution to the environment and the local community and are often 
important in defining character, local history and aesthetic appearance 
of an area. The locations of these facilities are indicated on Map 3.10 
with the existing sites mapped for identification purposes and to inform 
policy implementation. There are however no adopted standards for the 
quantity and accessibility provision of cemeteries and churchyards, this 
is due to PPG 17 Annex which states;  

"many historic churchyards provide important places for quiet 
contemplation, especially in busy urban areas, and often support 
biodiversity and interesting geological features. As such many can also 
be viewed as amenity greenspaces. Unfortunately, many are also 
rundown and therefore it may be desirable to enhance them. As 
churchyards can only exist where there is a church, the only form of 
provision standard which will be required is a qualitative one.” 
 

3.170. The audit of cemeteries and churchyards indicates that there are 
currently 9 sites in Knowsley comprising a total of 10.67 ha. The 
number and distribution of sites within the Borough is displayed in 
Table 3.17.  
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Table 3.17  Cemetery and Churchyard Distribution 
 

Area 
Cemetery & 
Churchyard 

Facilities 
Area (Ha) 

Average Size 
(Ha) 

Knowsley (Overall) 9 10.67 1.19 

Kirkby 1 0.16 0.16 

Huyton 4 2.17 0.54 

Prescot, Whiston & 
Cronton 

3 7.75 2.58 

Halewood 1 0.59 0.59 

 
3.171. Table 3.17 above, indicates that the majority and largest scale of 

cemetery and churchyard provision is located within Prescot, Whiston 
and Cronton. This includes the three largest sites; Prescot Cemetery 
(3.89 ha), Knowsley Cemetery (2.15 ha) and St. Nicholas Churchyard, 
Whiston (1.17 ha). 
 

3.172. The location of Knowsley‟s cemeteries and churchyards are displayed 
within Map 3.10 below. 

 
Map 3.10  Knowsley’s Cemetery and Churchyard Locations 
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3.171. To assess the quality of provision, the Council has utilised the Green 
Flag Award criteria to assess the current cemetery and churchyard 
provision.   
 

3.172. Table 3.18 below, indicates the 2011 qualitative scoring only, as 
previous assessments have not been undertaken consistently since 
2005. 
 
Table 3.18  Cemetery and Churchyard - Quality Scores 

 
Cemeteries and Churchyard 

Typology 
Community 
Area 

Quality Scores 

2011 

Knowsley Cemetery PW&C 69 

Prescot Cemetery PW&C 63 

St. Nicholas Churchyard Halewood 58 

St. Michaels Churchyard & 
Cemetery 

Huyton 56 

St. Nicholas Churchyard PW&C 55 

St. Marys Cemetery Huyton 53 

St. Bartholomew Churchyard Huyton 50 

St. Chads Churchyard Kirkby 48 

St. Gabriels Cemetery Huyton 34 

 
Score 0-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 66+ 

Quality Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

Rating      

 

3.173. Table 3.18 above, indicates that the average quality score is 54 or a 
fair rating, although there is significant variation between sites. This is 
emphasised by the modern facilities at Knowsley Cemetery on Fox‟s 
Bank Lane, Whiston providing the local benchmark of quality having 
been awarded a Green Flag, compared to the very poor condition of 
the former St. Gabriels Cemetery that has declined since the removal 
of the associated church.  In this case, the quality assessment 
incorporated accessibility criteria as one of the fundamental features of 
this typology function and therefore is reflective of the difference in 
accessibility between the sites as well.  Poor access to and within the 
smaller sites in Knowsley, at the lower end of the quality scoring, 
including for the disabled, does appear to be restricting the level of use 
and hence the value of the site. 
 
Summary 
 

3.174. Priorities for future investment are considered to be the ongoing 
management and maintenance of good quality sites, together with 
improvement of quality and accessibility of underperforming sites 
where possible. Furthermore there is an additional requirement to 
consider the potential land availability for future expansion of the 
Knowsley Cemetery. 
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3.175. With regard to the above, it is recommended that specific focus and 
priority is given to enhancing and improving the security and safety of 
cemeteries and churchyards where appropriate, and that active 
management for nature conservation is undertaken within cemeteries 
and churchyards.



 
 

Section 4:  
 
Assessment of Provision within 
Kirkby 
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Kirkby Community Area 

 

Summary of provision in Kirkby 
 
4.1. Overall Kirkby has 284.14 ha of public open space that contributes to 

Knowsley‟s adopted standards (actual total following deduction of dual 
functionality in terms of outdoor sports provision and amenity 
greenspace / parks and gardens). 
 

4.2. Kirkby has a large provision of amenity greenspace for its population 
with all but one of its Substantial Residential Areas in a position of 
surplus greenspace within this typology (exception in SRA7: Field 
Lane) and an overall surplus of 96.81 ha. The majority of this surplus is 
attributable to SRA2: Tower Hill (+30.89 ha), SRA5: Northwood (+25.06 
ha) and SRA6: Southdene (+17.46 ha). Much of this space is not 
always of the best quality with problems of under use, tipping and anti 
social behaviour. However, it represents a resource that could be 
improved to meet shortages within other typologies, to serve as either 
high quality amenity greenspace with additional investment, or be 
considered to address other requirements for additional housing or 
employment land within the Borough. 
 

4.3. The area is served by a number of Knowsley‟s important parks and 
gardens comprising Saxon Green, Old Rough, Mill Dam, Millbrook Park 
Millennium Green, Mill Dam, Webster Park, Wignall Park and St. Chads 
Gardens. However localised deficiencies still remain in 2 SRAs (SRA2: 
Tower Hill and SRA6: Southdene), notwithstanding a significant 
cumulative surplus of land area comprising 19.63 ha relative to adopted 
standards in Kirkby. Nevertheless this is a reflection of the presence of 
large provision and other high level parks that serve a broader 
catchment than their immediate SRA, and does not imply that any of 
the facilities are necessarily surplus to requirements given their 
functional value for recreation purposes. 
 

4.4. In the context of the above, there is an important network of green 
space which exists along the Simonswood / Kirkby Brook corridors, 
linking Tower Hill and the North of Kirkby to the Kirkby Town Centre 
and College. This is considered to be as an important green link for the 
town that needs to be afforded protection. This important strategic link 
allows for sustainable forms of transportation to take place as well as 
sustaining valuable biodiversity (flora and fauna) within Kirkby. The 
network also includes the excellent quality parks of St. Chads Gardens, 
Millbrook Park Millennium Green and Mill Dam, together with four Local 
Wildlife Sites (LWS) and the predominant areas of the natural and semi 
natural typology. 
 

4.5. With regard to the children and young people typology, there is a land 
deficit of 5.21 ha when considered against adopted UDP standards and 
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applied pro-rata to the Kirkby area population. This is despite the 
recent investment in additional play pathfinder facilities targeted to 
address previous priorities. As a consequence the actual need for 
additional facilities is based upon more localised accessibility 
deficiencies. Strict application of the current standards for quantity 
purposes alone would necessitate additional provision in areas where 
quality and accessibility has been optimised through recent investment. 
This suggests the current standards are potentially too high and 
unachievable.  
 

4.6. There are three allotments site within Kirkby; Delaware Crescent (12 
plots), Quernmore (6 plots), and Roughwood Drive (6 plots), however 
these are confined to only two SRAs (4 & 5). Localised deficiencies are 
therefore identifiable, together with a marginal deficiency overall of 0.86 
ha when considered against adopted UDP standards and applied pro-
rata to the Kirkby area population. In this context, it is reasonable to 
consider that the standards of 0.05 ha and 1 600m accessibility 
distance are not intended to translate to individual facilities in each 
SRA and therefore new sites in appropriate locations to address 
existing deficiencies against the accessibility standards should be 
considered. 
 

4.7. In terms of potential future change, there is a likely impact of the 
proposed development of new retail units and associated expansion 
Kirkby town centre as part of the recent planning approval (ref: 
10/00505/OUT). As the scheme is developed, the loss of sports 
facilities available to the public through the loss of part of the former All 
Saints school and Eagle Court Recreation Ground will be mitigated by 
replacement pitches which are proposed on sites currently within 
primary use as amenity greenspace at Charlottes Pagsy and 
Copthorne Walk. This will ensure that, whilst some loss of greenspace 
will occur, the impact on Kirkby‟s residents, both in terms of the range 
of greenspace they can access and the formal sports facilities available 
will be minimal and the overall loss will be outweighed by the positive 
regeneration benefits for the area. 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision in Kirkby 

 
4.8. Kirkby Community Area has an estimated population of 41 559 (derived 

from ONS: Mid Year Population Estimates 2009). The population of the 
Kirkby Community Area requires 76.96 ha of outdoor sports provision 
when measured against the standard contained in the UDP for this 
typology. In terms of provision, there is 125.1 ha of outdoor sports 
provision in Kirkby - a surplus of 48.18 ha. However 80.07 ha of golf 
course at Liverpool Municipal adjoining SRA7 account for a significant 
proportion of the provision. 
 

4.9. In addition to the above, there are also 19.25 ha of outdoor sports 
provision that is available for school use only. 
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4.10. Additional work is required through a separate Playing Pitch 
Assessment and Strategy to determine whether there is a requirement 
for additional playing pitch facilities, as standards relating to land area 
alone does not reflect efficiency and inefficiency of actual provision 
relative to localised need. 
 
Cumulative provision against SRA standards 

 
4.11. Of the four standards taken from the SPD (Parks and Gardens; 

Amenity Greenspace; Provision for Children and Young People; and 
Allotments), Kirkby has a requirement for 64.48 ha. There are currently 
174.64 ha within these typologies, an overall surplus of 110.51 ha. 
 

4.12. Notwithstanding the above, only parks and gardens and amenity 
greenspace are in surplus, against current standards, indicating that 
there is a requirement for improved quantitative provision within the 
other typologies to work towards meeting the UDP standards. As 
mentioned previously, the majority of these deficiencies could be 
satisfied by utilising surplus amenity greenspace, and identifying where 
this should be achieved should be prioritised, before considering 
potential release of surplus land for other development needs. 
 
Other public open space provision 
 

4.13. Kirkby Community Area also has 42.68 ha of accessible Natural and 
Semi Natural sites not included in other typologies, and 0.16 ha of 
Cemeteries / Churchyards.  
 
Kirkby Community Area Map 
 

4.14. On the following page, is a Map 4.1 indicating the boundary of Huyton 
Community Area.  
 

4.15. The subsequent sub-sections provide a more detailed assessment of 
provision in each SRA, including those forms of public open space to 
which the standards operate at SRA level and looking more closely at 
issues of localised quantity quality and accessibility.  
 

4.16. The sub-sections includes individual SRA maps, colour coded with the 
large sites labelled accordingly.  The standard key for the SRA maps is 
as below; 

 
Typology Amenity  

Greenspace 
Parks & 
Gardens 

Children & 
Young 
People 

Allotments Outdoor 
Sports 

Colour      
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Other coded areas are; 
 

Typology Outdoor 
Sports 

(Schools) 

OS 
(Other 

LA) 

Natural & 
Semi 

Natural 

Cemeteries Private 
Greenspace 

Colour      
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Map 4.1  Kirkby Community Area (bounded by red line) 
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SRA1: SHEVINGTONS LANE 

 
Population: 4 826 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 3.86 6.77 2.91 

7.81 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

2.41 8.29 5.88 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.97 0.23 -0.74 

Allotments 0.24 0.00 -0.24 

  7.48 15.29     

 
Quantity:  

 
4.17. Overall this SRA has a significant surplus of 7.81 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily as 
a consequence of a relatively large area of public open space 
comprising a combination of amenity greenspace and parks & gardens 
to the north of Saxon Way, reflected in the significant surpluses in 
these typologies. There are also other significant amenity spaces at 
Clements Way, Linnets Way and Serenade Road, in contrast with a 
general absence of small passive areas. 
 

4.18. A deficit remains in terms of provision for children and young people 
despite the recent provision of a new facility within Saxon Green as 
part of the Play Pathfinder initiative.  Future consideration should 
therefore be given as to whether there is a need arising for further 
children and young people facilities, based upon quality and 
accessibility considerations. 
 

4.19. No allotment facilities are present, however potential remains to 
address this in the future through utilising surplus land within the 
amenity greenspace typology.  
 

4.20. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is only a small area of 
Charlottes Pagsy that is equipped as a playing pitch (small football), 
but potential remains to upgrade this area in the future.   

 
Quality: 

 
4.21. Saxon Green is a significant area of quality parkland, initially laid out 

as part of a section 106 agreement with developers of the adjacent 
housing site and subsequently improvement through Council 
investment including the addition of a high quality play pathfinder 
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facility. This has the primary recreation function for SRA1 and holds 
significant aesthetic value.  
 

4.22. Charlotte‟s Pagsy is adjacent to Saxon Green and provides an area of 
amenity greenspace and informal outdoor sports provision that has the 
potential to be significantly improved to enhance its recreation 
function, whilst conserving the northern part of the site designated as a 
Local Wildlife Site (LWS).  
 

4.23. The remainder of the public open space within the SRA is primarily 
amenity greenspace offering positive functional value and accessibility 
benefits for the residential estate with limited prospect of improvement 
to otherwise address deficits in other typologies given a combination of 
scale, shape and / or location. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
4.24. The presence of Saxon Green ensures that the 1 200m accessibility 

distance for the parks and gardens typology is achieved locally within 
the SRA for all residential properties.  
 

4.25. The distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties with a variety of 
active and passive provision available. 

 
4.26. The existing children and young people‟s provision at Saxon Green 

ensures the 800m accessibility standard for this typology is satisfied by 
facilities within the SRA for all residential properties. Nevertheless the 
locality could benefit from the addition of a MUGA to provide closer 
access to facilities for teenagers. However any future additions of this 
type would need to be carefully planned and would be dependent upon 
the availability of a suitable site that would not harm neighbouring 
amenity and the aesthetic value of local greenspace.  
 

4.27. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Delaware Crescent (SRA4), Quernmore (SRA5) and Roughwood 
Drive (SRA5) ensures that the southern section of residential 
properties are within the 1 600m accessibility distance requirement. 
Nevertheless the locality would benefit from a facility that is more 
accessible to local residents.  

 
4.28. The adopted accessibility distance for outdoor sports provision is 

significant, meaning that although the localised provision is relatively 
sparse within the SRA, sufficient recreational opportunities in this 
context remain within the wider Kirkby Community Area. 
 

4.29. It is clear that the northern area of the SRA is better served by 
localised greenspace, with pockets of provision serving the remaining 
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area and limited prospect of additional greenspace being added in the 
future due to an absence of land availability as a consequence of the 
modern residential layout. The southern area has better links to 
surrounding greenspace provision in SRA2 & SRA3, given the 
northern area abuts the Sefton and West Lancashire green belt. 
 

4.30. Map 4.2 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on pages 64 and 65. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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Charlottes Pagsy 

Saxon Green 
Linnets Way 

Serenade Road 

Clements Way 

Map 4.2 
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SRA2: TOWER HILL 

 
Population: 3627 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.90 0.00 -2.90 

27.22 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

1.81 32.70 30.89 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.73 0.14 -0.59 

Allotments 0.18 0.00 -0.18 

  5.62 32.84     

 
Quantity: 

 
4.31. Overall this SRA has a significant surplus of 27.22 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily as a 
consequence of a large area of public open space comprising 
predominantly amenity greenspace within Tower Hill (23.1 ha), which 
contributes the majority of surplus in this typology and provides both 
passive and active functionality. However much of it greenspace is in 
need of improvement and some areas could be suitable to address 
deficiencies in the other typologies. 
 

4.32. With regard to the above, there are no parks and gardens or allotment 
facilities within the SRA, and a deficit remains in children and young 
people provision, despite the presence of the Pingwood play area and 
MUGA in the eastern section and a further play area at Ebony Way in 
the western section. 
 

4.33. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are both grass pitches and 
synthetic pitches at Moorfield and Ebony Way respectively, with 
potential to add to this provision if necessary in the future, subject to 
ground conditions, given the large surplus of amenity greenspace. 
 

4.34. The scale of the surplus overall and the size of the Tower Hill amenity 
greenspace offer potential capacity for release of some public open 
space to meet other development needs. However delivery in this 
regard is heavily dependent upon the wider regeneration programme 
for the locality.  
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Quality: 
 
4.35. The SRA has a high incidence of low quality, incidental amenity green 

space, created by demolition of social housing. The majority of public 
open space within Tower Hill is characterised as open, grass areas with 
limited facilities for recreation use and often attracts nuisance uses and 
anti social behaviour. An area adjacent - Pingwood, although similar in 
nature, is smaller and has specific recreational function with the 
introduction of a multi functional games area and a children‟s play area 
which are considered to be average to good quality. 
 

4.36. In addition, there is modern outdoor sports provision at Ebony Way 
(Tower Hill) Community Centre providing suitable facilities for a 
multitude of recreation uses, together with a single grass playing pitch 
at Moorfield which would require investment to reach its potential value. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
4.37. The absence of parks and gardens within the SRA prevents the 1 

200m accessibility distance for the typology being achieved locally 
within the SRA for all residential properties. However there is an 
overlapping catchment areas associated to Saxon Green (SRA1), Mill 
Dam Park (SRA3) and Old Rough (SRA5) ensures that all properties 
remain within the required distance for parks and gardens provision. 
However the locality would benefit from provision of its own park that 
would be more easily accessible for local residents. 
 

4.38. The location and scale of amenity greenspace means that the SRA is 
well served by this typology and more than satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards in this regard. This is due to the scale of 
provision and central location of Tower Hill and its associated network 
of amenity greenspace, which ensures no localised area of the SRA is 
isolated from greenspace provision. Nevertheless the typological offer 
is very limited at a local level, creating a need to travel to adjacent 
SRAs to access a broader range of recreational facilities.  
Opportunities for investment to diversify the typology and facilities 
available in localised areas of amenity greenspace should therefore be 
considered in the future. 
 

4.39. The presence of children and young people‟s provision in two separate 
locations (Tower Hill Community Centre and Pingwood) ensures that 
the accessibility to these facilities is good from all parts of the SRA and 
satisfies the Council‟s 800m accessibility requirements.  
 

4.40. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Delaware Crescent (SRA4), Quernmore (SRA5) and Roughwood Drive 
(SRA5) ensures that the southern section of residential properties are 
within the 1 600m accessibility distance requirement. Nevertheless the 
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locality would benefit from a facility that is more accessible to local 
residents.  
 

4.41. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant, therefore sufficient recreational opportunities in this 
context remain within the wider Kirkby Community Area, despite 
localised provision being restricted to a small number of sites and 
limited land area within the SRA. 

 
4.42. Map 4.3 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 

provision – the key can be viewed on pages 64 and 65. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA3: KIRKBY PARK 

 
Population: 4 068 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 3.25 9.24 5.99 

13.18 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

2.03 9.61 7.58 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.81 0.64 -0.17 

Allotments 0.20 0.00 -0.20 

  6.31 19.49     

 
Quantity: 

 
4.43. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 13.18 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. The presence of Mill Dam 
Park (9.24 ha) leads to a surplus in the park and garden typology, 
with a further surplus of amenity greenspace, means that overall, 
there is a large surplus of public open space in the area, with a mix of 
large active spaces and a greater number of smaller passive spaces. 
The surplus and varied sizes of greenspace therefore provide 
opportunities where some could be used to address the more minor 
deficiencies within the other typologies. 
 

4.44. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA, and a deficit remains 
in children and young people provision, despite the presence of a new 
play pathfinder facility at Mill Dam Park of significant scale. It is 
therefore questionable whether additional children and young 
people‟s provision is necessary and whether the current standard is 
therefore too high to be realistically achievable. 
 

4.45. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is a only a single grass 
pitch at Mill Dam Park, but potential remains, subject to ground 
conditions, to add to this provision if necessary in the future given the 
large surplus of amenity greenspace and parks & garden. 

 
Quality: 

 
4.46. Mill Dam Park is a Borough Park in high demand, not just by 

neighbouring residents but serving Kirkby residents as a whole. It has 
key features in the form of a lake and water course and also the 
presence of a play service building and significant investment through 
the play pathfinder scheme offering an excellent facility. Overall the 
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park is now considered to be excellent quality with recent investment 
resulting in significant improvement in the last three years. This part 
also forms the northern extent of Kirkby‟s main strategic greenspace 
and only urban green corridor - Valley Corridor. The only current 
drawback of the site is the current poor condition of the associated 
outdoor sports provision, which is the only provision within the SRA 
and requires improvement and enhancement to reach its recreation 
potential. There is also a need to improve access and quality at the 
rear of the park to maximise the benefits of links through to Bank 
Lane. 
 

4.47. Others large areas of provision include Mercers Dell, a large area of 
amenity greenspace with fairly limited recreational value due to its 
condition and restricted access into the site.  In contrast, other spaces 
such as Granbourne Close and Southney Close relate better to 
residential areas and offer localised provision but are similarly of 
limited recreational value, primarily due to a lack of ancillary facilities. 
Given their size, shape and location, all of these amenity greenspaces 
warrant consideration for future investment to enhance their function 
and potentially diversify their typology to provide greater localised 
benefit.  
 

4.48. The remaining public open spaces are predominantly collections of 
localised passive amenity greenspace providing varying degrees of 
visual appeal and pedestrian access between residential 
neighbourhoods. Few of these spaces offer potential for significant 
improvement or diversification of function given their size, scale and 
surroundings, therefore some may be suitable for consideration for 
alternative use, subject to accessibility considerations. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
4.49. The location and scale of Mill Dam Park ensures that the SRA is well 

served by the parks and gardens typology and more than satisfies the 
Council‟s accessibility standards of 1200m in this regard.  
 

4.50. The SRA is well served by accessible amenity greenspace of varying 
function and scale, given the broad distribution of spaces within the 
residential layouts and therefore complies with the 800m accessibility 
distance for all residential properties. 

 
4.51. The presence of provision for children and young people in Mill Dam 

Park ensures that the accessibility to these facilities is good from the 
eastern and central sections of the SRA. The locality satisfies the 
Council‟s accessibility criteria of 800m, however this is only achieved 
in the western extents of the SRA due to the presence of a facility at 
Copthorne Walk on the northern fringes of SRA4. In this regard, it 
should be noted that the M57 and Kirkby –Liverpool provide a 
physical barrier to movement to the south and west with only informal 
routes of access to SRA4 available off Southney Way to Copthorne 



77 

 

Walk. Therefore the western area would benefit from consideration of 
future investment in an additional play facility in a more central 
location; however opportunities in this regard may be constrained by 
the availability of land of suitable scale. 
 

4.52. SRA3 does not sustain its own needs in terms of allotment provision 
at a localised level, however the availability of a facility within the 
surrounding SRA4 (Delaware Crescent) ensures compliance with the 
accessibility distance of 1 600min accordance with the Council‟s 
adopted standards. Nevertheless the location of this facility together 
with the single point of vehicular access between the SRAs on 
Whitefield Drive serves to isolate parts of the northern and western 
extents of SRA3 from this provision.  The locality would therefore 
benefit from a facility that is more accessible to local residents. 
 

4.53. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility 
distance is significant, meaning that although the localised provision is 
restricted to a single small site at Mill Dam Park within the SRA, 
sufficient recreational opportunities in this context remain within the 
wider Kirkby Community Area. Nevertheless land opportunities 
remain to improve the localised provision if necessary. 
 

4.54. Map 4.4 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on pages 64 and 65. A full list of 
the provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA4: WESTVALE 

 
Population: 7227 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 5.78 16.67 10.89 

21.36 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

3.61 15.01 11.40 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

1.45 0.16 -1.29 

Allotments 0.36 0.72 0.36 

 
11.20 32.56     

 
Quantity: 

 
4.55. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 21.36 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. The presence of Millbrook 
Park (15.42 ha) and St. Chad‟s Gardens (1.25 ha) leads to a surplus in 
the park and garden typology, with an additional large surplus of 
amenity greenspace. This means that overall; there is a large surplus 
of public open space in the area, with a mix of large active spaces and 
a greater number of smaller passive spaces. The surplus and varied 
sizes of greenspace therefore provide potential opportunities where 
some could be used to address the more minor deficiencies within 
other typologies, or allows potential consideration of release for other 
development needs, subject to local accessibility of alternative spaces. 
 

4.56. The SRA has a single allotment facility at Delaware Crescent, which 
ensures a surplus in this typology. However this site is not suitable for 
diversification or release given quantitative deficits in surrounding 
SRAs meaning that its function meets needs beyond the immediate 
area. 
 

4.57. There is a significant deficit remains in the children and young people 
provision, despite the presence of a new play pathfinder facility at 
Copthorne Walk of significant scale. This justifies consideration of 
future investment in additional facilities within the SRA, subject to 
quality and accessibility considerations, despite it remaining 
questionable whether the current standard is too high to be realistically 
achievable. 
 

4.58. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is a only a single grass pitch 
at Millbrook Park used for informal purposes, but potential remains, 
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subject to ground conditions, to add to this provision if necessary in the 
future given the large surplus of amenity greenspace and parks & 
gardens elsewhere with the SRA. 
 
Quality: 

 
4.59. SRA4 contains Millbrook Park which is a significant natural and semi 

natural area of high recreational value and also forms part Kirkby‟s 
main strategic greenspace and only urban green corridor (Valley 
Corridor), linking through to Kirby town centre. It has Local Wildlife Site 
status relating to the stream course and banks rich in plants with 
exposures of sandstone in places and wet flushes. Millbrook Park 
Millennium Green has an abundance of wildlife. The majority of 
comprises a large open area of mown neutral grassland with peripheral 
broad-leaved woodland, hedgerow, tall herb and individual semi- 
mature trees. There are also three large areas of acid grassland 
located on the raised areas of land at the extreme north and south 
parts of the park. Parts of the open grassland are prone to flooding and 
have been developed as wet grassland habitats to increase the 
biodiversity. It is also a key habitat for local rare species of plants and 
animals and the exposed sandstone rock face near the church is also a 
rare feature in the Borough. Millbrook Park Millennium Green has 
therefore been designated as a Local Wildlife Site and a Regionally 
Important Geological and Geomorphological Site.  The only current 
drawback of the site is the poor condition of the associated outdoor 
sports provision, which is the only provision within the SRA and does 
not appear suitable for anything other than informal use and event 
space given its location, surroundings and wider greenspace benefits. 
 

4.60. The SRA also contains a formal park and garden in the shape of St 
Chad‟s, in the Old Hall Lane Conservation Area. The site has a formal 
layout and is of high quality, having achieved Green Flag status. The 
park is also home to heritage features, significantly the Weeping Stone. 
 

4.61. Of the other large areas of public open space, Valley Park Meadow 
amenity greenspace represents a key walking and cycling corridor 
serving as a buffer between the residential properties to the west and 
the dual carriageway to the east. The smaller site at Eastfield Walk has 
a low recreational value, but functions as a significant buffer between 
adjacent residential properties and the M57. Copthorne Walk has 
recreational value through the presence of a fenced play area and 
associated high quality play space. 
 

4.62. Delaware Allotments are a fair quality site, which have been subject to 
recent improvements, but require further investment to achieve their 
qualitative potential. This should be considered a priority for the SRA 
and Kirkby given it is subject to high demand and meets localised need 
from other areas. 
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4.63. The remaining public open spaces are predominantly collections of 
localised passive amenity greenspace provided varying degrees of 
visual appeal and pedestrian access between residential 
neighbourhoods. Few of these spaces offer potential for significant 
improvement or diversification of function given their size, scale and 
surroundings, therefore some may be suitable for consideration for 
alternative use, subject to accessibility considerations. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
4.64. The location and scale of Millbrook Park Millennium Green and St. 

Chad‟s Gardens ensures that the SRA is well served by the parks and 
gardens typology and more than satisfies the Council‟s accessibility 
standards of 1200m for all residential properties.  
 

4.65. The SRA is well served by accessible amenity greenspace of varying 
function and scale given the broad distribution of spaces within the 
residential layouts. This ensures that the Council‟s accessibility 
standard of all residential properties being within 800m of an amenity 
greenspace is satisfied. 

 
4.66. The presence of children and young people‟s provision in Copthorne 

Walk ensures that the accessibility of the facility is good in the western 
section of the SRA. However whilst the north and eastern parts of the 
locality satisfy the Council‟s accessibility criteria of 800m, this is only 
achieved in the western extents of the SRA due to their proximity to 
facilities in SRA3 and SRA6 respectively. Furthermore a significant 
section in the south eastern area of SRA4 is not served by this typology 
within the Council‟s accessibility distance. Therefore the locality would 
benefit from consideration of future investment in an additional play 
facility in this area subject to suitable land availability. 
 

4.67. The presence of Delaware Crescent allotments ensures that all 
properties are within the accessibility distance of 1 600m in accordance 
with the Council‟s adopted standards. 
 

4.68. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant, meaning that although the localised provision is restricted 
to a single small site at Millbrook Park Millennium Green within the 
SRA, sufficient recreational opportunities in this context remain within 
the wider Kirkby Community Area. Nevertheless land opportunities 
remain to improve the localised provision if necessary. 
 

4.69. Map 4.5 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on pages 64 and 65. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA5: NORTHWOOD 

 
Population: 7397 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 5.92 6.32 0.40 

24.81 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

3.70 28.76 25.06 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

1.48 0.69 -0.79 

Allotments 0.37 0.50 0.13 

  11.46 36.27     

 
Quantity: 

 
4.70. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 24.81 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. The presence of Old 
Rough (6.08 ha) leads to a marginal surplus in the park and garden 
typology, with a much larger surplus of amenity greenspace resulting 
from the presence of large sites at Warrenhouse Lane and off 
Roughwood Drive and St. Kevins Drive. This means that overall; there 
is a large surplus of public open space in the area, with a mix of large 
active spaces and a greater number of smaller passive spaces. The 
surplus and varied sizes of greenspace therefore provide options and 
opportunities where some could be used to address deficiencies within 
the children and young people typology, or allows potential 
consideration of release for other development needs, subject to local 
accessibility considerations. 
 

4.71. There are two allotment facilities within the SRA at Quernmore and 
Roughwood Drive, ensuring a surplus in this typology.  These sites do 
not however appear suitable for diversification or release given 
quantitative deficits in surrounding SRAs meaning that its function 
meets needs beyond the immediate area. 
 

4.72. A deficit remains in the children and young people provision, despite 
the presence of new play pathfinder facilities at Old Rough of 
significant scale and smaller localised facilities as The Pride Centre 
and Westhead Avenue. This justifies consideration of future investment 
in additional facilities within the SRA, subject to accessibility 
requirements. 
 

4.73. Although there are no current natural and semi-natural sites within the 
SRA other than the dual function site at Old Rough, a current habitat 
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restoration project is ongoing on land to the west of the Warrenhouse 
Lane playing fields that will result in an additional 5.91 ha of accessible 
greenspace within this typology. This will also include a natural play 
space, although no fixed equipment is proposed as it would not appear 
suitable to the primary function of greenspace. 
 

4.74. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is substantial contribution to 
Kirkby Community Area through provision of 18.71 ha comprising nine 
playing pitches at Warrenhouse Lane, a further ten playing pitches 
available for community use at the new All Saints Centre for Learning, 
together with other facilities providing opportunities for non-pitch sports 
at the David Lloyd Centre. The locality can therefore be considered to 
be well served by outdoor sports provision at the present time. 

 
Quality: 

  
4.75. SRA5 contains Old Rough which provides dual functions as a park and 

garden and natural / semi natural open space, this is noting that it was 
formally ancient woodland but now provides a key recreational function 
in the centre of the SRA. The introduction of two high quality equipped 
children‟s play areas under the play pathfinder scheme, together with 
opportunities for natural play and the further landscaping of the site, 
justifies the change of designation to park and garden typology. The 
SRA also contains a small community garden in the form of Gilsecroft 
Walk which is managed by local people for public use. 
 

4.76. Of the other large areas of public open space within the SRA, 
Warrenhouse Lane playing fields offer opportunities for recreational 
use (e.g. walking, cycling etc) as amenity greenspace in addition to its 
primary outdoor sports function.  There are opportunities for 
improvements to this site given it is currently rated as fair in quality. 
The site will also benefit from greater linkage elsewhere, particularly 
along the significant aesthetic boundary between housing and the 
railway into the industrial estate to the west, which is currently 
inaccessible. This is noting that a link will be established after the 
completion of the Northwood Woodland Creation project to other large 
amenity greenspaces at Overdale and St. Kevins, together with the 
community facilities at the All Saints Centre for Learning. 
 

4.77. There are two allotment sites within the SRA; both are in demand 
locally with all plots in use. However they vary significantly in quality. 
Northwood Drive is an excellent quality allotment site, whereas 
Quernmore is only rated as a fair quality site, and therefore can be 
considered to require further investment to achieve its qualitative 
potential given the absence of improvement in recent years. This 
should be considered a priority for the SRA and Kirkby. 
 

4.78. The remaining public open spaces are predominantly collections of 
localised active and passive amenity greenspaces provided varying 
opportunities for recreation, a degree of visual appeal or pedestrian 
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access between residential neighbourhoods. Few of these spaces offer 
potential for significant improvement or diversification of function given 
their size, scale and surroundings, therefore some may be suitable for 
consideration for alternative use, subject to accessibility considerations. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
4.79. The central location and scale of Old Rough ensures that the SRA is 

well served by the parks and gardens typology and more than satisfies 
the Council‟s 1200m accessibility standard for proximity from all 
residential properties.  
 

4.80. The SRA is well served by accessible amenity greenspace of varying 
function and scale given the broad distribution of spaces within the 
residential layouts. This ensures that the Council‟s accessibility 
standard of all residential properties being within 800m of an amenity 
greenspace is satisfied. 

 
4.81. The presence of children and young people‟s provision in the central 

area of the SRA at Old Rough together with Westhead Avenue and the 
Pride Centre in the southern section means that the accessibility to 
these facilities for the majority of the SRA satisfy the Council‟s  
accessibility criteria of 800m. There are also supplementary MUGA 
facilities available at the All Saints Centre for Learning available outside 
of school hours.  Nevertheless there remains a small residential section 
in the north eastern corner of SRA5 focused around Warrenhouse 
Road and Simonswood Lane that is not served by this typology within 
the Council‟s accessibility distance. However this will be mitigated by 
the addition of natural play space as part of the delivery of the 
Northwood Woodland Creation project.  
 

4.82. The allotment facilities at Quernmore and Roughwood Drive ensures 
that all residential properties within the SRA comply with the 
accessibility distance of 1 600m associated to the Council‟s adopted 
standards. 
 

4.83. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement given the localised provision is abundant, varied and offers 
a significant proportion (around 40% in cumulative) of the outdoor 
sports provision within Kirkby Community Area (excluding golf 
courses).  
 

4.84. Map 4.6 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on pages 64 and 65. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 

 



86 
 

St Kevins 

Overdale 

Bramcote Walk 

Knowsley Northern 
Primary Support Centre Roughwood Drive Allotments 

Warrenhouse 
Lane Playing 

Fields 
 

Quernmore 
Allotments 

Sacred Heart RC Primary 

Roughwood Drive 

David Lloyd 
Centre 

 

Liverpool FC 
Academy 

St Marys RC 
Primary 

Brook Hey Drive 

All Saints CfL 

County Road & 
Westhead Drive 

Old Rough 

Warrenhouse 
Lane 

Gilsecroft Walk 

The Pride 
Centre 

 

Westhead 
Avenue 

Map 4.6 



87 
 

SRA6: SOUTHDENE 

 
Population: 10 928 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 8.74 7.40 -1.34 

14.30 

Amenity Greenspace 5.46 22.92 17.46 

Provision for Children 
& Young People 

2.19 0.92 -1.27 

Allotments 0.55 0.00 -0.55 

 
16.94 31.24     

 
Quantity: 

 
4.85. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 14.30 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
large surplus within the amenity greenspace typology resulting from 
sections of the Valley Corridor strategic greenspace (Kirkby Brook and 
Tithebarn) functioning as this typology, together with other large areas 
of amenity greenspace suitable for active recreation at Eagle Court, 
Delfby Crescent and Leyburn Close. There are minor deficits in the 
other typologies within the SRA. This means that there is potential to 
make good the deficiencies by investing in surplus amenity greenspace 
to provide other forms of public open space, together with the 
possibility of consideration of potential release of land for other 
development needs, subject to accessibility considerations. 
 

4.86. The SRA also includes two high level parks; Wignall Park and Webster 
Park comprising 7.40 ha of parks and gardens in total. Nevertheless 
this provision is not sufficient to prevent an overall quantitative deficit 
relative to this typology within the SRA and therefore consideration of 
the potential to improve surplus amenity greenspaces is required.  
 

4.87. A deficit also remains in the children and young people provision, 
despite the presence of facilities at Wignall Park, Webster Park and 
Southdene Community Centre of significant scale.  Accessibility 
considerations therefore dictate whether investment in additional 
facilities will be necessary. 
 

4.88. There are no existing allotment facilities within the SRA, thereby 
ensuring a deficit in this typology. 
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4.89. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is substantial contribution to 
Kirkby Community Area through provision of approximately 20 ha of 
facilities, which are primarily playing pitches at Kirkby Sports College, 
Former All Saints school site, Wignall Park and Kirkby Leisure Centre, 
with other facilities such as a bowling green at Webster Park. The 
locality can therefore be considered to be well served by outdoor sports 
provision at the present time. 
 

4.90. With regard to the above, it should be noted that land opportunities 
remain available for additional provision at the now vacant former All 
Saints school site which no longer provides an active sporting use. Any 
future use or release of this site should also be informed by the context 
of conclusions of the Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy in terms 
of current and future need for outdoor sports provision, whilst being 
mindful of the potential benefits of enabling development to bring a 
proportion of the land back into a greenspace use for public benefit. 

 
Quality: 

 
4.91. SRA6 contains Webster Park which has significant recreational value 

for Kirkby residents and has been significantly improved to good quality 
from a poor quality rating in 2008 through investment in additional 
facilities such as a new play area through the play pathfinder initiative. 
The other park, Wignall Park is a facilities park, featuring a skate park 
and children‟s play area, but is in need of investment to improve its 
current fair quality rating. In contrast, the children and young people 
facilities within both of these parks are considered to be either excellent 
or good, aside from the Wignall Park skatepark that is rated as poor 
and in need of investment. 
 

4.92. Of the other large areas of public open space, Kirkby Brook is an 
amenity greenspace commonly used as a thoroughfare by pedestrians 
and cyclists and is also designated as a Local Wildlife Site. Tithebarn 
amenity greenspace is a continuation of Kirkby Brook and although it is 
considered to be of lower active recreational value due to the brook 
running through the centre, it performs an important role in separating 
residential properties from Valley Road and is a Local Wildlife Site due 
to the open water course which provides good water vole habitat. In 
contrast, Delfby Crescent has no formal recreational value as existing 
due to its location and shape, but represents an aesthetic benefit to the 
area, provides opportunities for informal recreation and has an 
important role in separating the nearby residential properties from 
Knowsley Industrial Park. In contrast, Eagle Court Recreation ground is 
a former playing field which was re-designated as amenity greenspace 
due to its size and lack of facilities. This land is now considered to have 
little recreational value with the land forming part of the current outline 
planning permission for the expansion of Kirkby Town Centre. 
 

4.93. From an outdoor sports perspective, there is a significant contrast in 
the quality of facilities in the SRA, with excellent modern and well used 
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facilities being available at Kirkby Sports College and Kirkby Leisure 
Centre, as opposed to poorer quality existing facilities at Wignall Park 
and the playing fields associated to the former All Saints school site, 
which are not in formal use at present. 
 

4.94. The remaining public open spaces are predominantly collections of 
localised active and passive amenity greenspaces provided varying 
opportunities for recreation, a degree of visual appeal or pedestrian 
access between residential neighbourhoods. Few of these spaces offer 
potential for significant improvement or diversification of function given 
their size, scale and surroundings, therefore some may be suitable for 
consideration for alternative use, subject to accessibility considerations. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
4.95. The central location and scale of distribution of Webster Park and 

Wignall Park means that the SRA is well served by the parks and 
gardens typology and more than satisfies the Council‟s 1 200m 
accessibility standards in this regard. As a consequence, despite the 
quantitative deficit relative to parks and gardens, it is questionable 
whether additional provision is strictly necessary. 
 

4.96. The central location and scale of distribution of Webster Park and 
Wignall Park means that the SRA is well served by the parks and 
gardens typology and more than satisfies the Council‟s 1 200m 
accessibility standards in this regard. As a consequence, despite the 
quantitative deficit relative to parks and gardens, it is questionable 
whether additional provision is strictly necessary. 
 

4.97. The SRA is well served by accessible amenity greenspace of varying 
function and scale given the broad distribution of spaces within the 
residential layouts. This ensures that the Council‟s accessibility 
standard of all residential properties being within 800m of an amenity 
greenspace is satisfied. 
 

4.98. The presence of children and young people‟s provision within Webster 
Park and Wignall Park ensures that the accessibility to these facilities 
for the majority of the SRA complies with the Council‟s accessibility 
criteria of 800m. Nevertheless there remains a small residential section 
in the north eastern corner of SRA6 focused around Elliott Drive and 
Shakespeare Drive that is not served by this typology within the 
Council‟s accessibility distance. Therefore the locality would benefit 
from consideration of future investment in an additional play facility, 
however potential delivery may be constrained by the absence of 
suitable sites of sufficient scale and shape for fixed play equipment.   
 

4.99. Although there is an absence of allotment facilities within the SRA, the 
presence of facilities in SRA4 and 5 provides an overlapping catchment 
area that ensures a significant proportion of the northern and western 
areas still comply with the accessibility distance of 1 600m associated 



90 

 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. Nevertheless there remains a 
deficiency in the eastern and southern sections of the SRA and 
therefore the locality would benefit from the consideration of 
opportunities for provision of additional allotment facilities in the future. 
 

4.100. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement given the localised provision is abundant, varied and offers 
a significant proportion (around 45% cumulative) of the outdoor sports 
provision within Kirkby Community Area (excluding golf courses).  
 

4.101. Map 4.7 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on pages 64 and 65. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B.
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SRA7: FIELD LANE 

 
Population: 3 526 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.82 6.51 3.69 

1.84 

Amenity Greenspace 1.76 0.46 -1.30 

Provision for Children & 
Young People 

0.71 0.33 -0.38 

Allotments 0.18 0.00 -0.18 

  5.46 7.30     

 
Quantity: 

 
4.102. Overall this SRA has a marginal surplus of 1.84 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily 
due to the parks and gardens provision at Field Lane Park (0.89 ha) 
and Longmoor Lane (5.62 ha), which is included within the 
calculations due to its functional relationship despite only adjoining 
the boundary.   
 

4.103. There is a minor deficit in the amenity greenspace typology, but the 
dense nature of the residential estate offers little potential for 
additional provision.  Furthermore the surplus in the parks and 
gardens typology is considered to more than compensate for any 
deficiency in amenity greenspace.  
 

4.104. The confined nature of the SRA together with the existing presence of 
a childrens play area at Field Lane means that it is questionable 
whether additional children and young people‟s provision is necessary 
and whether the current standard is therefore too high to be 
realistically achievable. 
 

4.105. There are no existing allotment facilities within the SRA, meaning 
there is a marginal deficit in this typology. 
 

4.106. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is substantial contribution 
to Kirkby Community Area through provision of approximately 82.49 
ha of facilities; however this is primarily associated to the Liverpool 
Municipal Golf Club which is 80.07 ha. Nevertheless the remaining 
2.42 ha associated to the playing pitches at Longmoor Lane and Field 
Lane Park ensure that the locality can be considered to be well 
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served by outdoor sports provision at the present time relative to its 
small scale. 

 
Quality: 

 
4.107. Field Lane Park has significant value to SRA7 given its status as a 

high level park; which together with its associated play area provides 
the predominant localised provision. However the park is only 
currently rated as fair quality, despite the presence of a good quality 
modern play area and therefore could be a priority for future 
improvement in the locality. 
 

4.108. The recent addition of new facilities at Longmoor Lane has offered 
more diverse opportunities for outdoor recreation, including additional 
sports provision, together with the Liverpool Municipal Golf Club and 
the natural and semi-natural spaces at Valley Road and Field Lane. 
 

4.109. The remaining public open spaces are predominantly collections of 
localised active and passive amenity greenspaces provided varying 
opportunities for recreation, a degree of visual appeal or pedestrian 
access between residential premises. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
4.110. The central location of Field Lane Park and the recent additional 

provision at Longmoor Lane ensures that the SRA is well served by 
the parks and gardens typology and more than satisfies the Council‟s 
1 200m accessibility standards in this regard.  
 

4.111. The presence of children and young people‟s provision within Field 
Lane Park means that all residential properties within the SRA comply 
with the Council‟s accessibility criteria of 800m for these facilities. 
Nevertheless the locality would benefit from the consideration of the 
potential addition of a MUGA to provide closer access to facilities for 
teenagers. However the delivery of these facilities would need to be 
carefully planned and would be dependent upon the availability of a 
suitable location that would not harm the aesthetic quality and 
residential amenity of the locality. 
 

4.112. Although there is an absence of allotment facilities within the SRA, the 
presence of these facilities in the nearby SRA4 provides an 
overlapping catchment area, resulting in a small proportion of the 
north eastern area complying with the accessibility distance of 1 600m 
associated to the Council‟s adopted standards. Nevertheless the local 
highways provide a barrier to accessibility in this context and 
therefore the locality would benefit from the provision of additional 
allotment facilities in the future to address the overall deficiency in the 
SRA. However as previously noted, land opportunities are limited 
within the SRA due to its size and density. 
 



94 

 

4.113. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility 
distance is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement given the localised provision is abundant, varied and 
offers a significant proportion (around 66% cumulative) of the outdoor 
sports provision within Kirkby Community Area (inclusive of golf 
courses).  Furthermore even when the Liverpool Golf Course is 
excluded, the remaining provision at Field Lane Park and Longmoor 
Lane is above the general requirements of 1.85 ha per 1 000 that is 
applied at a larger scale. 
 

4.114. Map 4.8 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on pages 64 and 65. A full list of 
the provision is available within Appendix B. 
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Huyton Community Area 
 

Summary of provision in Huyton 
 
5.1. Overall Huyton has 262.21 ha of public open space that contributes to 

Knowsley‟s adopted standards (actual total following deduction of dual 
functionality in terms of outdoor sports provision and amenity 
greenspace / parks and gardens). 
 

5.2. Huyton has a varied level of provision, 13 of its SRAs are in a position 
of overall surplus and 3 SRAs are in a position of overall deficit. In 
terms of amenity greenspace, unlike Kirkby, the level of amenity 
greenspace surplus is generally lower, with the exception of 
Stockbridge Village, and therefore the capacity to address deficits 
within other typologies is less straightforward.  
 

5.3. The area is served by a number of Knowsley‟s important parks and 
gardens comprising Bowring Park, Court Hey Park, Huyton KGV, 
McGoldrick Park, Sawpit Park, Jubilee Park, Wastle Bridge Park and 
St. Johns Millennium Green, together with a section of Stadt Moers. 
However localised deficiencies still remain in 8 SRAs, notwithstanding 
a significant surplus of land area comprising 36.10 ha when considered 
pro-rata relative to need associated to Huyton‟s population. 
Nevertheless this is a reflection of the presence of large provision (i.e, 
Stadt Moers, Court Hey Park, Huyton KGV, etc) and other high level 
parks that serve a broader catchment than their immediate SRA, and 
does not imply that any of the facilities are necessarily surplus to 
requirements given their functional value for recreation purposes. 
 

5.4. There is an important network of green space which exists along the 
Woolfall Heath / River Alt corridors and links the southern part of 
Stockbridge Village to Huyton town centre. This is considered to be as 
an important green link for the town and forming an important strategic 
link and allow for sustainable forms of transportation to take place as 
well as sustaining valuable biodiversity (flora and fauna) across the 
Borough. This green link also corresponds with 2 Local Wildlife Sites. 
 

5.5. In addition to the above, the area also includes the Knowsley Hall 
Estate, which is a strategic greenspace link based upon its landscape 
function which comprises 962.65 ha of land that is designated as 
Historic Park and Gardens. However it remains privately owned and 
not accessible for unrestricted public use or recreation, therefore it is 
excluded from the overall greenspace calculations. 
 

5.6. With regard to the children and young people typology, there is a land 
deficit of 7.59 ha when considered against adopted UDP standards 
and applied pro-rata to the Huyton area population. However this is 
despite the recent investment in the addition of modern play pathfinder 
facilities, and therefore the actual need for additional facilities is based 
upon more localised accessibility deficiencies. Strict application of the 
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current standards for quantity purposes alone would necessitate 
additional provision in areas where quality and accessibility has been 
optimised through recent investment. This suggests the current 
standards are potentially too high and unachievable in some areas.  
 

5.7. There are three allotments site within Huyton; Cuper Crescent (11 
plots), Stadt Moers (20 plots), Bowring Park (40 plots) and Glendevon 
Road (12 plots) with localised deficiencies identifiable, together with a 
marginal deficiency overall of 0.46 ha when considered against 
adopted UDP standards and applied pro-rata to the Huyton area 
population. In this context, it is reasonable to consider that the 
standards of 0.05 ha and 1 600m accessibility distance are not 
intended to translate to individual facilities in each SRA and therefore 
new site(s) in an appropriate location to address existing deficiencies 
against the accessibility standards would be most appropriate. 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision in Huyton Community Area 

 
5.8. Huyton Community Area has a population of 59 851 (derived from 

ONS: Mid Year Population Estimates 2009). The population of the 
Huyton Community Area therefore requires 110.72 ha of outdoor 
sports provision when measured against the standard contained in the 
UDP for this typology (1.85 ha per 1 000 residents). In terms of 
provision of outdoor sports facilities / playing fields, there are 156.61 
ha of Outdoor Sports Provision in Huyton - a surplus of 45.89 ha.  
However the 83.77 ha of golf courses at Bowring Park and Huyton Golf 
Club account for a significant proportion of the provision.  
 

5.9. Additional work is required through a separate Playing Pitch 
Assessment and Strategy to determine whether there is a requirement 
for additional playing pitch facilities, as standards relating to land area 
alone does not reflect efficiency and inefficiency of actual provision 
relative to localised need. 

 
Cumulative provision against SRA standards 

 
5.10. Of the four standards taken from the SPD (Parks and Gardens; 

Amenity Greenspace; Provision for Children and Young People; and 
Allotments), Huyton has a requirement for 92.77 ha. There are 
currently 183.19ha within these typologies, an overall surplus of 90.42 
ha.  
 

5.11. In addition to the above, there are also 23.75 ha of outdoor sports 
provision that is available for school use only. 

 
5.12. Notwithstanding the above, only parks and gardens and amenity 

greenspace are in surplus, against current standards, indicating that 
there is a requirement for improved quantitative provision within the 
other typologies to work towards meeting the UDP standards. The 
majority of these deficiencies should be addressed if possible, with 
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identification of where this could be achieved most practicably. In this 
context, utilising surplus amenity greenspace should be prioritised 
before considering potential release of surplus land for other 
development needs. 
 
Other public open space provision 

 
5.13. Huyton Community Area also has 56.86 ha of accessible Natural and 

Semi Natural sites not included in other typologies and 2.17 ha of 
Cemeteries / Churchyards.  
 
Huyton Community Area Map 
 

5.14. On the following page, is a Map 5.1 indicating the boundary of Huyton 
Community Area.  
 

5.15. The subsequent sub-sections provide a more detailed assessment of 
provision in each SRA, including those forms of public open space to 
which the standards operate at SRA level and looking more closely at 
issues of localised quantity quality and accessibility.  
 
The sub-sections includes individual SRA maps, colour coded with the 
large sites labelled accordingly.  The standard key for the SRA maps is 
as below; 
 
Typology Amenity  

Greenspace 
Parks & 
Gardens 

Children & 
Young 
People 

Allotments Outdoor 
Sports 

Colour      

 

Other coded areas are; 
 

Typology Outdoor 
Sports 

(Schools) 

OS 
(Other 

LA) 

Natural & 
Semi 

Natural 

Cemeteries Private 
Greenspace 

Colour      
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Map 5.1  Huyton Community Area (bounded by red line) 
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SRA8: KNOWSLEY VILLAGE  

 
Population: 2 525 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.02 1.81 -0.21 

2.09 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

1.26 3.92 2.66 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.51 0.27 -0.24 

Allotments 0.13 0.00 -0.13 

  3.91 6.00     

 

Quantity:  
 
5.16. Overall this SRA has a marginal surplus of 2.09 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due 
to the parks and gardens provision at Knowsley Village Recreation 
Ground (1.81 ha), together with a collection of large amenity 
greenspaces such as Syders Grove and Mill Lane (which is included 
within the calculations due to its functional relationship despite only 
adjoining the boundary).  The resultant cumulative surplus of amenity 
greenspace of 2.66 ha offers the potential to address the minimal 
deficiency relative to parks and gardens that remains despite the 
presence of Knowsley Village Recreation, through the upgrade of one 
of the larger sites.  
 

5.17. There is a minor deficit in the children & young people typology and 
there are also no allotment facilities within the SRA. Therefore the 
surplus of amenity greenspace could also be utilised to address any 
outstanding localised needs. However in this regard the confined 
nature of the SRA together with the existing presence of a childrens 
play area at Knowsley Lane and Mill Lane, means that it is 
questionable whether additional children and young people‟s provision 
is necessary and whether the current standard is therefore too high to 
be realistically achievable. 
 

5.18. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is a contribution to Huyton 
Community Area through provision of approximately 1.64 ha of 
facilities; which on a pro-rata basis is less that the 1.85 ha per 1 000 
standard, but is reflective of the small residential community of medium 
density having limited land availability due to its Green Belt and 
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Knowsley Hall Estate surroundings. In this context, the ability to 
identify additional land for outdoor sports provision appears limited. 
 

5.19. In addition to the above, the SRA is well served by localised natural 
and semi natural provision offering varied recreation opportunities in 
the form of 7.49 ha spread across four sites. 

 
Quality: 

 
5.20. Knowsley Recreation Ground has localised value as the only park 

within the SRA, together with its associated play area providing the 
predominant localised provision. However the park is only rated as fair 
quality, despite the presence of a good quality modern play area and 
MUGA, and it could therefore be a priority for future improvement in 
the locality, particularly to improve the outdoor sports provision which 
is rated as fair. 
 

5.21. A further priority for improvement is the Mill Lane, which has the 
potential to be upgraded to the parks and gardens typology through 
investment in the existing amenity greenspace and the play area that is 
currently of a poor quality.   
 

5.22. In addition, the natural and semi natural greenspaces require 
investment in woodland management to enhance their localised 
recreation benefit. 
 

5.23. The remaining public open spaces are predominantly collections of 
localised active and passive greenspaces provided varying 
opportunities for recreation, a degree of visual appeal or pedestrian 
access between residential premises.   

  
Accessibility: 

 
5.24. The central location of Knowsley Recreation Ground ensures that the 

SRA is well served by the parks and gardens typology and more than 
satisfies the Council‟s 1 200m accessibility standards in this regard.  
 

5.25. There are also a number of localised amenity greenspace sites, such 
as Syder‟s Grove, Mill Lane, Knowsley Lane and Riding Hill Road 
offering recreation spaces through large expanses of amenity 
greenspace that thereby ensure compliance with the Council‟s 800m 
standard for that typology. 
 

5.26. The presence of children and young people‟s provision at both 
Knowsley Recreation Ground and Mill Lane means that the 
accessibility to these facilities for the residential properties within the 
SRA also satisfy the Council‟s  accessibility criteria of 800m.  
 

5.27. There is an absence of allotment facilities within the SRA and due to 
the isolated setting of the residential village, there are no facilities 



102 

 

nearby that could assist in complying with the accessibility distance of 
1 600m associated to the Council‟s adopted standards. Consideration 
should therefore be given to the possibility of utilising existing surplus 
amenity greenspace for a small allotment facility. 
 

5.28. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement given the localised provision is present. As mentioned 
previously, opportunities for additional provision within the SRA appear 
limited. This is due to a lack of available land and general unsuitability 
of existing amenity greenspaces in terms of size, shape and 
topography. 
 

5.29. Map 5.2 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA9: STOCKBRIDGE VILLAGE 

 
Population: 5 140 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Positio
n 

Parks & Gardens 4.11 0.00 -4.11 

34.39 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

2.57 42.07 39.50 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

1.03 0.29 -0.74 

Allotments 0.26 0.00 -0.26 

  7.97 42.36     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.30. Overall this SRA has a significant surplus of 34.39 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily as 
a consequence of large areas of public open space comprising 
predominantly amenity greenspaces such as Pool Hey, Boode Croft 
Doorstep Green, Lyons Pits, Waterpark Drive, Little Wood South and 
The Withens, all of which are in excess of 2 ha. These sites contribute 
to the majority of surplus in this typology and provide both passive and 
active functionality, however most are in need of improvement and 
could serve to address the deficiencies in the other typologies. 
 

5.31. There are also other recreation opportunities available in the natural 
and semi-natural typology, as there are large spaces such as Little 
Wood, The Roughs and Stockbridge Lane, either within or surrounding 
the SRA comprising a total of 12.93 ha. 
 

5.32. There are no parks and gardens or allotment facilities within the SRA, 
and a large deficit remains in children and young people provision, 
despite the presence of Stockbridge Village play area and Boode Croft 
Doorstep Green MUGA in the central and northern sections 
respectively. The scale of the surplus overall, the number of active / 
passive spaces and the size of individual sites such as the Pool Hey 
amenity greenspace indicates capacity to address these deficits and 
offer potential to release some public open space to meet other 
development needs. Nevertheless it is questionable whether additional 
facilities to mitigate the extent of the quantitative deficit are actually 
required. This is noting the presence of existing facilities, which 
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suggest the current standard may be too high to be realistically 
achievable. 
 

5.33. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are grass pitches at Pool 
Hey, Waterpark Drive and Christ the King CfL, together with synthetic 
pitches at Stockbridge Village respectively, which contribute 
substantially to the overall provision in Huyton Community Area 
through a cumulative land area of 17.1 ha. This equates to a rate of 3.3 
ha per 1 000 residents which is in excess of the Council standard of 
1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA.  

 
Quality: 

 
5.34. The SRA has a high incidence of low quality, incidental amenity green 

space, resulting from the urban design of the residential area. The 
amenity greenspace is characterised as open, grass areas with limited 
facilities for recreation use and often attracts nuisance uses and anti 
social behaviour. This includes the large sites such as Pool Hey, which 
despite its large scale and potential multi functional use (including 
outdoor sports) is currently underused due to its poor quality. This site 
should be prioritised for investment given its additional function as part 
of the Alt Corridor strategic greenspace, together with Boode Croft 
linking to Little Wood in the north of the SRA.  
 

5.35. In general, it is apparent that despite the abundant land in use as public 
open space, the majority is providing limited public benefit due to the 
prevailing poor quality. It is therefore essential that investment is 
focused upon improvements to quality, and it may be the case that the 
significant surplus of land may need to be rationalised to create a more 
manageable, but better quality provision. This should encompass 
diversification of amenity greenspace to the other typologies in deficit 
and / or some release, to improve the variety of recreation opportunities 
available and support wider regeneration opportunities in the locality.  
 

5.36. Similarly to the above, the outdoor sports provision in the SRA, 
although abundant in land area, is of low quality and as a consequence 
has limited formal use at present. In this context, large locations such 
as Pool Hey should be considered for investment to improve the 
facilities available, which could include rationalisation and / or enabling 
development, given the inefficient use of land comprising only 2 
existing pitches on an area of 13.07 ha, both of which are only in fair 
condition with a lack of associated facilities. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.37. The location and scale of amenity greenspace ensures that the SRA is 

well served by this typology and more than satisfies the Council‟s 
accessibility standards in this regard. Similarly the presence of children 
and young people‟s provision in two separate locations indicates that 
the accessibility to these facilities is good and satisfies the required 
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800m distance despite the current quantitative deficit. There are also 
additional MUGA facilities available at the Christ the King Centre for 
Learning available outside of school hours.  Nevertheless localised 
access to recreation opportunities could be improved through the 
provision of an additional play area in the Pool Hey area.   
 

5.38. The SRA does sustain its own needs in terms of parks & gardens and 
allotments at a localised level, and the overlapping catchment areas 
from facilities within the surrounding SRAs (10 and 11) contributes to 
only a small section in the south eastern corner meeting the 
accessibility distance of 1 200m and 1 600m respectively. Therefore 
utilising surplus amenity greenspaces, to address these deficiencies 
should be prioritised. This should be achievable for the SRA through 
the improvement of centrally located sites. 
 

5.39. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant, meaning that although the localised provision is restricted 
to a limited number of sites and limited land area within the SRA, 
sufficient recreational opportunities in this context remain within the 
wider Kirkby Community Area. Nevertheless the linkages of these 
spaces could be improved. 
 

5.40. Overall due to the scale of provision and the associated network of 
amenity greenspace, no localised area of the SRA is isolated from 
greenspace provision. However the typological offer is very limited at a 
local level, creating a need to travel to adjacent SRAs to access a 
broader range of recreational facilities.  Opportunities for investment to 
diversify the typology and facilities available in localised areas of 
amenity greenspace should therefore be considered in the future. 
 

5.41. Map 5.3 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA10: FINCHAM 

 
Population: 5 433 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 4.35 1.38 -2.97 

2.50 

Amenity Greenspace 2.72 8.68 5.96 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

1.09 0.86 -0.23 

Allotments 0.27 0.00 -0.27 

  8.42 10.92     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.42. Overall this SRA has a marginal surplus of 2.50 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily as 
a consequence of a significant number of amenity greenspaces of 
varying size and active / passive function. These include large sites at 
Stockbridge Lane, Filton Road, together with sections of Alt Park and 
Woolfall Heath that have additional functionality as part of the Alt 
Corridor strategic greenspace linking to SRAs 9 and 14. These sites 
contribute to the majority of surplus in this typology and provide both 
passive and active functionality.  However they could also offer 
opportunities to address the deficiencies in the other typologies and 
diversify local recreation opportunities.  
 

5.43. The SRA contains Alt Park, but nevertheless remains in substantial 
deficit within the park and gardens typology, therefore opportunities to 
upgrade surplus amenity greenspaces should be considered.  
 

5.44. There is a marginal deficit in the children and young people‟s typology 
despite the presence of facilities at Alt Park and Filton Road. Given the 
presence of existing provision, it is questionable whether additional 
children and young people‟s provision is necessary and whether the 
current standard is therefore too high to be realistically achievable. 
 

5.45. There is an absence of allotment facilities within the SRA, which 
thereby results in a marginal deficit within this typology. 
 

5.46. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are publicly available grass 
pitches at Alt Park, Woolfall Heath Avenue and Christ the King CfL, 
together with synthetic pitches at the latter, which contribute to the 



109 

 

overall provision in Huyton Community Area through a cumulative land 
area of 5.22 ha. This equates to only of 0.96 ha per 1 000 residents 
which is in only approximately half of the Council standard of 1.85 ha 
per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA. 
 

5.47. In the context of the above, it should be noted that land opportunities 
remain limited for additional provision to address greenspace 
deficiencies in the context of the ongoing implementation of planning 
ref: 07/00338/OUT. For this reason, existing temporary amenity 
greenspace resulting from associated land clearance has been 
excluded from the calculations, to ensure the identified surplus is 
reflective of the actual provision to be retained. 

 
Quality: 

 
5.48. The SRA has a high incidence of low quality, incidental amenity green 

spaces, resulting from the urban design and ongoing regeneration of 
the area. However this is mixed with better quality spaces such as Alt 
Park and Woolfall Heath that offer more varied recreation opportunities 
in multiple typologies, as part of the Alt Corridor strategic greenspace. 
Nevertheless these spaces still require investment, as an example 
although Alt Park has significantly improved from a quality rating of very 
poor in 2008 to fair at the present time, it should remain a priority to 
maximise its contribution to local needs and match the quality of the 
excellent local play area. In addition, other large spaces such as 
Stockbridge Lane and Filton Road retain signification potential for 
improvement as part of the wider ongoing regeneration in the SRA. 
 

5.49. In the context of the above, it is apparent that it will be essential to 
ensure investments are focused upon improvements to quality. This 
should encompass diversification of amenity greenspace to the other 
typologies in deficit, to improve the variety of recreation opportunities 
available, and be integrated with regeneration associated to the 
implementation of planning approval 07/00338/OUT (or any 
subsequent permission). 
 

5.50. The outdoor sports provision within the SRA are confined to the newly 
established modern facilities at Christ the King and Alt Park, together 
with poorer quality established provision on the amenity greenspace 
area of Woolfall Heath. Therefore investment in improvements and 
ongoing maintenance should be focused in these locations, which are 
currently under used, given the lack of obvious land opportunities for 
additional provision.  

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.51. The location and scale of amenity greenspace means that the SRA is 

well served by this typology and more than satisfies the Council‟s 
accessibility standards in this regard. However the overall distribution 
of spaces heavily favours the eastern section. This is as a 
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consequence of the western residential areas comprising higher 
densities with only limited instances of incidental space. Unfortunately 
potential improvements in this regard are confined by the established 
urban design, which will not be resolved as part the wider regeneration 
taking place elsewhere in the SRA. Therefore smaller scale 
interventions should be considered to ensure the western area of the 
SRA has good access to the larger scale provision.  
 

5.52. The presence of children and young people‟s provision in two separate 
locations means that the accessibility to these facilities is good and 
ensures compliance with the 800m distance associated to the adopted 
standard, despite the current quantitative deficit. There are also 
additional MUGA facilities available at the Christ the King Centre for 
Learning available outside of school hours.   
 

5.53. Despite the existing quantitative deficit in the parks and gardens 
typology, the presence of Alt Park within the SRA ensures that all 
properties are within the accessibility distance of 1 200m adopted by 
the Council. 
 

5.54. The SRA does not currently sustain its own needs in terms of 
allotments at a localised level, although the overlapping catchment of 
the Cuper Crescent allotments within SRA14 ensures that all 
properties are within the 1 600m distance in accordance with the 
Council‟s adopted standards. Nevertheless the locality would benefit 
from a more localised facility in the future, given that the majority of 
northern and eastern sections of the SRA are fairly remote from the 
provision. 
 

5.55. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
of 6km is significant, meaning that although the localised provision is 
restricted to a limited number of sites and limited land area within the 
SRA, sufficient recreational opportunities in this context remain within 
the wider Huyton Community Area. Nevertheless the linkages of these 
spaces to residential areas could be improved. 
 

5.56. Overall due to the scale of provision, the size of the SRA and the 
ongoing regeneration programme, the typological offer varies at a local 
level, creating a need to travel to adjacent SRAs to access a broader 
range of recreational facilities.  Opportunities for investment to diversify 
the typology and facilities available in localised areas of amenity 
greenspace should therefore be considered in the future. 
 

5.57. Map 5.4 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B.
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SRA11: HILLSIDE 

 
Population: 6 614 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 5.29 1.77 -3.52 

-2.73 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

3.31 5.75 2.44 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

1.32 0.00 -1.32 

Allotments 0.33 0.00 -0.33 

  10.25 7.52     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.58. Overall this SRA has a deficit of 2.73 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to a significant 
deficit in the park and gardens typology (despite the presence of 
Wastle Bridge Park – 1.77 ha), and an absence of children and young 
people provision and allotment facilities. There are also no natural or 
semi natural sites in SRA. 
 

5.59. Despite an overall deficit in the SRA, there remains a surplus in the 
amenity greenspace typology. This means that there may be 
opportunities at larger sites such as Altmoor Road, Pennard Avenue 
and St. Christopher Drive for improvement and diversification of the 
recreational opportunities available to address the typological deficits of 
park and gardens, children and young people and allotment provision.  
 

5.60. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the SRA is served by the adjoining 
Lord Derby‟s playing fields to the north of Knowsley Lane which 
contributes 9.62 ha to the Huyton Community Area calculation and 
accommodates six grass pitches together with associated facilities. 
There is also another small facility at Nyland Road offering a single 
pitch. Cumulatively this equates to only of 1.41 ha per 1 000 residents 
which is less than the Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents 
when applied pro-rata for the SRA.  
 

5.61. There is currently little provision in this SRA with which to provide other 
forms of POS to make good existing deficits, however given the 
ongoing regeneration programme associated to the implementation of 
planning approval 07/00338/OUT (or any subsequent permission) 
additional space may become available in the future.  For this reason, 
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existing temporary amenity greenspace at Hillside Avenue resulting 
from associated land clearance has been excluded from the 
calculations, to ensure the identified surplus is reflective of the actual 
provision which should be retained. 

 
Quality: 

 
5.62. The SRA contains only a high incidence of low quality, incidental 

amenity green spaces, resulting from the urban design of the locality 
and ongoing regeneration of the area. It is therefore apparent that it will 
be essential to ensure investments are focused upon improvements to 
quality, particularly to the larger sites such Altmoor Road, Pennard 
Avenue and St. Christopher Drive. This should encompass 
diversification of amenity greenspace to the other typologies in deficit, 
to improve the variety of recreation opportunities available, and be 
integrated with regeneration associated to the implementation of 
planning approval 07/00338/OUT (or any subsequent permission). 
 

5.63. The SRA‟s only park at present is Wastle Bridge Park which provides 
local provision and is currently rated as poor quality. This site should 
therefore be prioritised for future investment and improvement to 
maximise its potential in meeting local needs.   
 

5.64. The outdoor sports provision in the SRA is of a mixed quality with Lord 
Derby‟s Playing Field offering large scale provision and facilities of good 
quality, whereas the small scale facilities at Nyland Road are rated as 
very poor. Therefore investment in improvements and ongoing 
maintenance should be focused in these locations, given the lack of 
obvious land opportunities for additional provision unless community 
use could be secured on the large school playing fields off Astley Road.  

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.65. Despite the existing quantitative deficit in the parks and gardens 

typology, the presence of Wastle Bridge Park to the southern fringe of 
the SRA, together with Alt Park in SRA10 ensures that the majority of 
residential properties within the SRA are within the accessibility 
distance of 1 200m adopted by the Council. However excluding a small 
number of properties at the northern extent within St. Josephs Grove 
and St. Benedict‟s Close. These properties are located close to an 
existing amenity greenspace at St. Christopher Drive that would appear 
suitable for potential investment to improve to the parks and gardens 
typology. This would create a better spatial distribution of park and 
garden facilities within the SRA and address the existing accessibility 
deficit. 
 

5.66. The distribution of amenity greenspaces means that the SRA is well 
served by this typology and ensures all residential properties are within 
800m distance in accordance with the adopted standards. However the 
overall distribution of larger spaces heavily favours the western section. 
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This is as a consequence of the eastern residential areas being higher 
density with only limited instances of incidental space. Unfortunately 
potential improvements in this regard are confined by the established 
urban design, which will not be resolved as part the wider regeneration 
taking place elsewhere in the SRA. Therefore smaller scale 
interventions should be considered to ensure the eastern area of the 
SRA has good access to the larger scale provision.  
 

5.67. The absence of children and young people‟s provision means that the 
SRA cannot sustain its own needs at present relative to the Council‟s 
standard 800m accessibility distance. However provision in the 
neighbouring SRAs 9, 10, 12 and 14 provide a degree of catchment 
overlap that would satisfy this requirement from all but the northern 
extent, albeit with barriers to movement such as major highways 
between. Nevertheless there is a requirement to prioritise new facilities 
within the SRA, and opportunities remain in locations such as St. 
Christopher Drive to provide a diversification of facilities and reduce 
localised accessibility deficits.   
 

5.68. The SRA does not currently sustain its own needs in terms of 
allotments at a localised level, although the presence of the Cuper 
Crescent allotments within SRA14 provides an overlapping catchment 
which ensures that all residential properties are within 1 600m in 
accordance with the Council‟s adopted standards. Nevertheless the 
locality would benefit from a more localised facility in the future, given 
the majority of northern and eastern sections of the SRA are fairly 
remote from the current provision. 
 

5.69. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant, suggesting that although the localised provision is 
restricted to a limited number of sites and land area within the SRA, 
sufficient recreational opportunities in this context remain within the 
wider Huyton Community Area. Nevertheless the linkages of these 
spaces to residential areas could be improved. 
 

5.70. Overall due to the scale of provision, the size of the SRA and the 
ongoing regeneration programme, the typological offer varies at a local 
level, creating a need to travel to adjacent SRAs to access a broader 
range of recreational facilities.  Opportunities for investment to diversify 
the typology and facilities available in localised areas of amenity 
greenspace should therefore be considered in the future. 
 

5.71. Map 5.5 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA12: HUYTON FARM 

 
Population: 4 539 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 3.63 5.71 2.08 

0.27 

Amenity Greenspace 2.27 1.18 -1.09 

Provision for Children 
& Young People 

0.91 0.42 -0.49 

Allotments 0.23 0.00 -0.23 

  7.04 7.31     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.72. Overall this SRA has a very marginal surplus of 0.27 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due 
to the presence of the high level park and garden facility associated to 
Jubilee Park (5.71 ha), which results in a surplus of this typology 
relative to the standard. In this regard, given this site already 
accommodates provision for children and young people, together with 
substantial outdoor sports provision, there is limited potential for 
increased diversity of its function in the future to address deficits in 
other typologies. 
 

5.73. There is a deficit in the amenity greenspace typology and this is 
reflected by there being only a limited number of relatively small 
incidental spaces primarily focused upon limited localised benefits, 
aside from a larger space at Greenway to the north.  
 

5.74. In addition to the above, despite the presence of both a play area and a 
games area within Jubilee Park, a deficit remains within the children 
and young people‟s typology. However given the extent of existing 
provision, it is questionable whether additional children and young 
people‟s provision is necessary and also that the current standard may 
be too high to be realistically achievable. 

 
5.75. There is an absence of allotment facilities within the SRA resulting in a 

marginal deficit. Similarly there are also no existing natural or semi-
natural sites. 
 

5.76. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the provision is focused upon 
publicly available grass pitches, bowling green and facilities at Jubilee 
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Park, which contribute to the overall provision in Huyton Community 
Area through a cumulative land area of 3.48 ha. This equates to only of 
0.77 ha per 1 000 residents which is less than half of the Council 
standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the 
SRA. 
 

5.77. In the context of the above, it should be noted that land opportunities 
remain limited for additional provision, aside from exploring the 
possibility of securing public use of existing facilities at Roby Park or St. 
Aloysius primary schools, or alternative consideration of the potential 
future contribution of the now vacant former Bowring Comprehensive 
School land which is not currently available following closure of the 
facility in 2009. This should also be informed by the context of 
conclusions of the Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy in terms of 
current and future need. 

   
Quality: 

  
5.78. Jubilee Park is the primary greenspace providing a range of diverse 

recreation opportunities serving the SRA12. In this regard it has 
significant value and has been improved substantially through 
investment since 2008; which is reflected in the park and gardens 
quality rating having risen from very poor to excellent in the past three 
years. This has been supplemented by the addition of modern play 
provision also of an excellent quality. 
 

5.79. The value of the above facility is emphasised by the otherwise limited 
range of recreation facilities distributed within the SRA, which are 
generally low quality incidental greenspaces offering benefits focused 
upon a predominantly passive function. In this context, only Greenway 
is of a scale that offers any realistic potential for improvement through 
diversification of its function to provide a better range of active 
recreation to supplement the opportunities already available within the 
SRA. 
 

5.80. The outdoor sports provision in the SRA is confined to Jubilee Park at 
present. However unlike the excellent quality ratings of the other 
typologies, it would benefit from investment to raise the pitch quality, 
some of which suffer from drainage issues. This would maximise the 
potential of the facilities, which are currently underused relative to 
others within Huyton Community Area.  

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.81. The central location of Jubilee Park ensures all residential properties 

are within the 1 200m accessibility distance standard for the parks and 
gardens typology. Similarly the presence of two children and young 
people‟s facilities in this location also ensure full compliance with the 
800m accessibility distance for this typology. This raises the question 
whether the quantitative requirements in the children and young people 
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typology are unreasonable for this SRA, given the present deficit would 
otherwise require additional facilities, when they otherwise do not 
appear necessary from an accessibility perspective.   
 

5.82. The distribution of amenity greenspace means that the SRAs localised 
provision more than satisfies the Council‟s 800m accessibility 
standards, notwithstanding the quantitative deficit at present.  
 

5.83. Although there is an absence of allotment facilities within the SRA, the 
presence of provision at Cuper Crescent in SRA14 which virtually abuts 
the north eastern boundary of SRA12, ensures an overlapping 
catchment to satisfy the accessibility distance of 1 600m. In this 
context, it is questionable whether SRA12 requires an additional facility 
of its own, given that Cuper Crescent‟s location means it is effectively a 
shared facility which is far closer and easier to access by its residents, 
than a high proportion of those in SRA14. 
 

5.84. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant, meaning that although the localised provision is restricted 
to a single site at Jubilee Park, sufficient recreational opportunities 
remain within the wider Huyton Community Area to satisfy local needs. 
 

5.85. Map 5.6 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA13: PAGE MOSS 

 
Population: 5 313 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & 
Gardens 

4.25 1.55 -2.70 

-0.08 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

2.66 6.12 3.46 

Provision for 
Children & 
Young People 

1.06 0.49 -0.57 

Allotments 0.27 0.00 -0.27 

  8.24 8.16     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.86. Overall this SRA has a very marginal deficit of 0.08 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due 
to a significant deficit in the park and gardens typology (despite the 
presence of a section of Bowring Park), together with a shortfall of 
children and young people provision and an absence of allotment 
facilities.  
 

5.87. To supplement the deficit in the typologies, there is only a single 
natural or semi natural sites in SRA at Roby Road (0.42 ha). 
 

5.88. Despite an overall deficit in the SRA, there remains a surplus in the 
amenity greenspace typology. This is primarily due to the presence of 
the large facility at Page Moss Playing Fields, Arnside Road (5.41 ha), 
which also includes other typologies such as outdoor sports provision 
and a new modern play facility contributing to the children and young 
people typology. In this context, there are potential opportunities for 
further improvement of this site to address the typological deficit in park 
and gardens. Otherwise there are limited opportunities associated to 
the existing amenity greenspaces in the SRA, as the remainder are 
confined to a small number of incidental spaces consequential to the 
dense urban design of the residential area. 

 
5.89. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the provision is focussed upon 

publicly available grass pitches and facilities at Page Moss Playing 
Fields, Arnside Road, which contributes to the overall provision in 
Huyton Community Area through a land area of 5.41 ha. This equates 
to only of 1.02 ha per 1 000 residents relative to the Council standard 
of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA. 
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5.90. There is currently little provision in this SRA in which to provide other 

forms of POS to make good existing deficits, unless some community 
use could be secured on land at Larch Road which is currently used by 
Knowsley Community College with no public access. 

 
Quality: 

 
5.91. Page Moss Playing Fields, Arnside Road is the primary greenspace 

providing a range of diverse recreation opportunities serving the 
SRA13. At the present time it remains an amenity greenspace primarily 
focused upon informal recreation and outdoor sports provision. 
However there has been recent improvement through the addition of 
modern play pathfinder provision also of an excellent quality, which 
suggests there may be potential to invest in upgrades to satisfy the 
criteria of the park and gardens typology. This would supplement the 
existing section of Bowring Park within the SRA which is primarily a 
gateway to the larger area and the more diverse range of recreation 
opportunities available in the section of Bowring Park within SRA19. 
Overall this park and garden is rated as fair in quality and therefore 
would benefit from investment in qualitative improvements.  
 

5.92. The importance of the need to invest in quality facilities at Page Moss 
Playing Fields, Arnside Road and Bowring Park is emphasised by the 
otherwise limited range of recreation facilities distributed within the 
SRA, which are generally low quality incidental greenspaces offering 
limited active recreation benefits due to their scale. None offer any 
realistic potential for improvement to increase their qualitative potential. 
 

5.93. The outdoor sports provision in the SRA, is confined to grass pitches 
and associated facilities at Page Moss Playing Fields, Arnside Road at 
present. This site would benefit from investment to raise the pitch 
quality, some of which suffer from drainage issues. This would 
maximise the potential of the facilities, which are currently underused 
relative to others within Huyton Community Area.  

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.94. The presence of Bowring Park satisfies the 1 200 m accessibility 

standard relating to the park and gardens typology for all residential 
properties. However the position of the railway line creates a barrier to 
movement from north to south, suggesting that the SRA would benefit 
from additional facilities to improve accessibility for the northern area. 
The most suitable option to achieve this would appear to be Page Moss 
Playing Fields, Arnside Road given its scale. 
 

5.95. The central location of Page Moss Playing Fields, Arnside Road 
ensures that all residential properties are within the accessibility 
distance of 800m for the amenity greenspace typology, with additional 
smaller localised spaces distributed elsewhere.  
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5.96. The presence of children and young people‟s facilities at Page Moss 

Playing Fields, Arnside Road also ensures compliance with the 800m 
accessibility distance for this typology for all residential properties. This 
raises the question whether the quantitative requirements in the 
children and young people typology are unreasonable for this SRA, 
given the present deficit would otherwise require additional facilities, 
when they otherwise do not appear necessary from an accessibility 
perspective. In reaching this view, it is noted that the position of the 
Liverpool-Manchester (Chat Moss) railway line that runs through the 
SRA and presents a potential barrier to movement from the southern 
area of the SRA to Merton Crescent in the north, however the presence 
of Bowring Park including the gateway to children and young people 
facilities that are located in SRA19, offset any potential deficiency in 
this regard. Nevertheless the locality would benefit from the 
consideration of suitable opportunities to deliver a MUGA to provide 
closer access to facilities for teenagers. 

 
5.97. Although there is an absence of allotment facilities within the SRA, the 

presence of provision at Cuper Crescent in SRA14, Bowring Park 
adjoining SRA18 and Glendevon Road in SRA21 ensures that the 
minimum accessibility distance of 1 600m is satisfied for all properties 
by overlapping catchments. In this context, it is questionable whether 
SRA13 requires an additional facility of its own, given the potential 
capacity offered by three local shared facilities. 
 

5.98. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant, meaning that although the localised provision is restricted 
to a single site at Page Moss Playing Fields, Arnside Road, sufficient 
recreational opportunities in this context remain within the wider Huyton 
Community Area to satisfy local needs. 
 

5.99. Map 5.7 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA14: BLUEBELL 

 
Population: 6 058 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 4.85 14.16 9.31 

8.52 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

3.03 3.15 0.12 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

1.21 0.37 -0.84 

Allotments 0.30 0.23 -0.07 

  9.39 17.91     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.100. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 8.52 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of high level park and garden facilities at Huyton KGV (9.97 
ha) and South Alt Park (4.41 ha) resulting in a significant surplus in the 
park and gardens typology.  
 

5.101. There is a marginal surplus of amenity greenspace, although this is 
primarily as a consequence of the distribution of small incidental 
spaces within residential areas, with the largest (Cassino Road) being 
only 0.65 ha. The majority of spaces are therefore focused around a 
passive function, with a limited range of active recreation opportunities 
due to their scale. 
 

5.102. Although there are multiple children and young people facilities at 
Huyton KGV, overall there remains a significant deficit in this typology. 
Similarly the allotment facilities at Cuper Crescent do not fully 
accommodate the quantitative standards for this typology with a 
marginal surplus remaining. 
 

5.103. There are also other recreation opportunities available in the natural 
and semi-natural typology, within Huyton KGV Woodland (2.18 ha). 
 

5.104. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the grass pitches, bowling greens 
and associated sports facilities at Huyton KGV provide a major 
contribution as a sports hub facility to the provision in Huyton 
Community Area and is supplemented by the cricket pitch and bowling 
green at Huyton CC. This results in a cumulative land area of 12.46 ha. 
This equates to a rate of 2.06 ha per 1 000 residents which is in excess 
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of the Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied 
pro-rata for the SRA.  

 
Quality: 

 
5.105. Huyton KGV is the primary greenspace providing a range of diverse 

recreation opportunities serving the SRA14. In this regard it has 
significant value and has been improved substantially through 
investment since 2008; which is reflected through its upgrade to park 
and garden typology from amenity greenspace, and it now achieving an 
excellent quality rating. The site includes multiple children and young 
people facilities that are considered to be good quality, but require 
ongoing maintenance due to heavy usage. 
 

5.106. South Alt Park, as part of the Alt Corridor strategic greenspace provides 
a different kind of park and gardens benefit through its valuable linkage 
to SRA10 and beyond. Nevertheless this space still requires 
investment, as although South Alt Park has significantly improved from 
a quality rating of very poor in 2008 to fair at the present time, it should 
remain a priority to maximise the attractiveness of its accessible 
function. 
 

5.107. The value of the facilities within the park and garden typology is 
emphasised by the otherwise limited range of recreation facilities 
distributed within the SRA, which are generally low quality incidental 
greenspaces offering limited benefits. In this context, due to scale or 
location, few of the greenspace offers any realistic potential for 
improvement through diversification of function to provide a better range 
of active recreation to supplement those already available within the 
SRA. 
 

5.108. The outdoor sports provision in the SRA, is predominantly associated to 
Huyton KGV with the pitches and facilities rated as good quality and 
also well used. This is supplemented by facilities at Huyton CC that are 
also rated as good quality. In this regard, given that the SRA is well 
served by good facilities, investment priorities beyond maintenance of 
these facilities should be in other areas of Huyton Community Area to 
provide a greater capacity of facilities of comparable quality to reduce 
the potential for overuse at Huyton KGV in particular. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.109. The elongated shape of the SRA relative to those neighbouring, 

presents potential issues from an accessibility perspective, given that 
the distance from east to west is approaching 2 200m, which is larger 
than the four SRA based typology distances. This creates the potential 
need for the possibility of multiple facilities, but is offset somewhat by 
the presence of Kings Business Park on the eastern third, which limits 
the residential properties to this aspect.  
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5.110. In the context of the above, the central location of Huyton KGV and the 
position of South Alt Park in the western section ensures that the 
accessibility distance of 1 200m within the Council‟s standards is 
satisfied for the park and gardens typology. This is also supplemented 
by the presence of Wastle Bridge Park on the southern fringe of SRA11 
which is close to the northern SRA14 boundary.  
 

5.111. The distribution of amenity greenspace means that the SRAs localised 
provision more than satisfies the Council‟s 800m accessibility 
standards in this regard.  
 

5.112. The presence of children and young people‟s facilities at Huyton KGV 
satisfies the majority of residential properties within the SRA relative to 
the 800m accessibility distance for this typology. However this omits 
the western section from Alamein Road and Cassino Road onwards. 
Whilst some of this area is subsequently covered by overlapping 800m 
catchments from the play area at Alt Park (SRA10) and Jubilee Park 
(SRA12), a deficiency remains focused upon Cassino Road and 
Normandy Road. It would therefore appear reasonable to prioritise 
consideration of the potential of the Cassino Road amenity greenspace 
to accommodate a new play facility which would address the spatial 
deficit in the eastern area, whilst reducing the reliance upon facilities 
within adjacent SRAs to meet localised need.   
 

5.113. The presence of allotment facilities at Cuper Crescent ensures that the 
accessibility distance of 1 600m is satisfied for the majority of SRA14, 
with the position of Stadt Moers allotment in SRA16 providing a 
catchment overlap that covers properties in Blenheim Drive and Dulson 
Way that otherwise would have been outside of the distance. In this 
context, given the quantitative deficit for the SRA is only very marginal, 
an additional facility in the locality would not appear to be necessary. 
 

5.114. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant, with Huyton KGV and Huyton CC providing abundant 
provision and varied recreational opportunities from a local perspective 
and to the wider Huyton Community Area. 
 

5.115. Map 5.8 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA15: HUYTON VILLAGE 

 
Population: 1 838 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 1.47 4.17 2.70 

3.93 

Amenity Greenspace 0.92 2.25 1.33 

Provision for Children 
& Young People 

0.37 0.36 -0.01 

Allotments 0.09 0.00 -0.09 

  2.85 6.78     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.116. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 3.93 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of park and garden facilities at the Huyton Wetlands (4.17 ha) 
resulting in a surplus in the park and gardens typology.  
 

5.117. There is also a surplus of amenity greenspace, although aside from 
linkages neighbouring the Huyton Leisure and Culture Park at Atlee 
Road, this is primarily as a consequence of the distribution of smaller 
incidental spaces within residential areas, with the largest (St. Gabriels) 
being only 0.61 ha. The majority of spaces are therefore focused 
around a passive function, with a limited range of active recreation 
opportunities due to their scale. 
 

5.118. Although there are children and young people facilities at Huyton 
Leisure and Culture Park, overall there remains very marginal deficit in 
this typology.  
 

5.119. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA, resulting in a minor 
deficit within this typology. 
 

5.120. There are other recreation opportunities available in the natural and 
semi-natural typology within Huyton Church Road woodland. 
 

5.121. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the publicly available grass and 
synthetic pitches at Huyton Arts and Sports CfL, together with the 
facilities at Huyton Leisure and Culture Park provide a major 
contribution as a sports and leisure hub facility associated to the 
provision in Huyton Community Area. This results in a cumulative land 
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area of 11.5 ha. This equates to a rate of 6.26 ha per 1 000 residents 
which is more than three times the Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 
000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA.  

 
Quality: 

 
5.122. Huyton Wetlands off Huyton Lane, provide varied recreation 

opportunities for the locality compared to other park and gardens in 
Huyton with a primary focus on nature conservation and biodiversity. In 
this regard the site is currently designated as a Local Wildlife Site with 
significant proportions of the site comprising natural and semi-natural 
vegetation. The site is currently rated as good quality which is an uplift 
from the poor rating in 2008 and reflects significant investment and 
improvement in the preceding three years. 

 
5.123. The diversity and value of the facilities within the park and garden 

typology is emphasised by the otherwise limited range of recreation 
facilities distributed within the SRA, which are generally characterised 
by low quality incidental greenspaces offering limited benefits. In this 
context, due to scale or location, few of the greenspace offers any 
realistic potential for improvement through diversification of function to 
provide a better range of active recreation to supplement those already 
available within the SRA. 
 

5.124. The new Huyton Leisure and Culture Park provides outdoor sports 
facilities in the form of a BMX track under construction and a play area, 
which supplement the state of the art indoor leisure facilities including 
an aquatic centre with two pools, sports hall, studio space, gym and 
adult day care centre. 
 

5.125. Other than the Huyton Leisure and Culture Park, the remaining outdoor 
sports provision in the SRA is associated to Huyton Arts and Sports CfL 
with the pitches and facilities rated as at least good quality. In this 
regard, given that the SRA is well served by good facilities and fairly 
close to similar facilities at Huyton KGV, investment priorities should 
focus upon other areas of Huyton Community Area to provide a greater 
capacity of facilities of comparable quality to reduce the potential for 
overuse in the future. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.126. The presence of the town centre within the SRA limits the overall 

residential population relative to other areas, although it emphasises 
that the facilities are in the most sustainable and accessible location 
from a transport perspective given the presence of the bus station and 
train station within walking distance. This indicates that the high level 
facilities such as the parks and gardens and outdoor sports facilities 
are likely to be used quite extensively by residents from other SRAs. 
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5.127. The central location of Huyton Leisure and Culture Park and Huyton 
Wetlands ensures that the accessibility distance of 1 200m within the 
Council‟s standards is satisfied for all properties in the SRA relative to 
the park and gardens typology. This is also supplemented by the 
presence of Huyton KGV on the southern fringe of SRA14 which is 
close to the northern SRA15 boundary.  
 

5.128. The distribution of amenity greenspace means that the SRAs localised 
provision more than satisfies the Council‟s 800m accessibility 
standards.  
 

5.129. The presence of children and young people‟s facilities at Huyton 
Leisure and Culture Park satisfies the majority of the 800m accessibility 
distance for this typology within the SRA. However this omits the 
western section comprising predominantly commercial units within the 
town centre. Nevertheless these premises are covered by overlapping 
800m catchments from the play facilities at McGoldrick Park (SRA21). 
In this regard, given only a limited number of residential premises are 
not being served by the 800m catchment and the extremely marginal 
quantitative deficit, an additional facility does not appear necessary. 
This is noting that there are also additional MUGA facilities available at 
the Huyton Arts and Sports Centre for Learning available outside of 
school hours. 
 

5.130. The absence of allotment facilities in the SRA is mitigated by the 
presence of allotments at Cuper Crescent (SRA14), Stadt Moers 
(SRA16) and Glendevon Road (SRA21) which have catchments that 
overlap SRA15. This ensures that the accessibility distance of 1 600m 
is satisfied. In this context, given the quantitative deficit for the SRA is 
only very marginal due to a low population and the abundance of 
shared facilities, an additional facility in the locality would not appear to 
be necessary. 
 

5.131. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant, with Huyton Arts and Sports CfL and Huyton Leisure and 
Culture Park providing abundant provision and varied recreational 
opportunities from a local perspective and to the wider Huyton 
Community Area. 
 

5.132. Map 5.9 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA16: WHISTON LANE 

 
Population: 3 732 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.99 6.61 3.62 

5.21 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

1.87 3.52 1.65 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.75 0.00 -0.75 

Allotments 0.19 0.86 0.67 

  5.78 10.99     

 

Quantity: 
 

5.133. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 5.21 ha of public open space relative 
to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of a section of Stadt Moers (6.61 ha) resulting in a significant 
surplus in the park and gardens typology.  
 

5.134. There is also a surplus of amenity greenspace, although aside from the 
large scale provision at Whiston Lane (2.42 ha), this is primarily as a 
consequence of the distribution of smaller incidental spaces within 
residential areas, with the largest elsewhere (Lauren Close) being only 
0.31 ha. The majority of spaces are therefore focused around a passive 
function, with a limited range of active recreation opportunities due to 
their scale. 
 

5.135. There are no children and young people provision within the SRA, 
meaning there is a deficit in this typology. 
 

5.136. There are significant allotment facilities within the SRA at the Stadt 
Moers site resulting in a surplus in this typology.  
 

5.137. In addition there are also other recreation opportunities available 
comprising the natural and semi-natural typology within the Wood Lane 
site (0.3 ha). 
 

5.138. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is substantial contribution to 
Huyton Community Area through provision of approximately 39.55 ha 
of facilities; however this is primarily associated to the Huyton Golf Club 
which is 37.95 ha, otherwise there is very limited provision within the 
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SRA, comprising community available facilities at Mosscroft Primary 
School only (1.6 ha).  
 
Quality: 

 
5.139. The section of Stadt Moers Park within the SRA is proportionately small 

at 6.6 ha compared to the 80 ha+ in total; however it comprises a 
gateway from the Huyton Community Area to Knowsley‟s largest 
publicly accessible park and garden. The overall quality of the park has 
improved from a poor rating in 2008 to a good rating at present. Stadt 
Moers in its entirety is classified as one of only four Borough parks 
within Knowsley and now offers a range of recreation opportunities and 
community facilities, including a visitor centre, a modern and excellent 
quality children‟s play areas (not within the SRA) and guided walks 
supplementing a predominantly environmental focus given the 
transformation of formerly derelict land to public open space. This has 
also resulted in a total of four Local Wildlife sites within Stadt Moers 
(although none are present within the SRA) and the site being 
considered an essential part of the strategic greenspace comprising the 
Whiston to Cronton corridor. 
 

5.140. The value of the facilities within the park and garden typology is 
emphasised by the otherwise limited range of recreation facilities 
distributed within the SRA, with only a large amenity greenspace at 
Whiston Lane (2.42 ha) offering any substantial space for localised 
recreation. The other amenity greenspaces are generally low quality 
incidental greenspaces offering a limited range of active recreation or 
otherwise only a passive function. In this context, due to scale or 
location, few of the greenspaces (other than Whiston Lane) offer any 
realistic potential for improvement through diversification of function to 
provide a better range of active recreation to supplement those already 
available within the SRA. 
 

5.141. The allotment facilities at Stadt Moers are rated as good quality, which 
is an improvement from the fair rating in 2008 and reflects recent 
investment, maintenance and management of the facilities. 
 

5.142. The outdoor sports provision in the SRA are restricted to Huyton Golf 
Club which is privately owned and maintained, together with community 
use of facilities at Mosscoft Primary School which are of limited scale 
and quality, and are unlikely to be capable of significant improvement 
given existing ground conditions. There may be opportunities to 
investigate the suitability to invest in better quality facilities at Whiston 
Lane if required and subject to wider accessibility considerations. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.143. The presence of a section of Stadt Moers Park within the SRA ensures 

that the accessibility distance of 1 200m within the Council‟s standards 
is satisfied for all properties relative to the park and gardens typology.  
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5.144. The distribution of amenity greenspace means that the SRAs localised 
provision more than satisfies the Council‟s 800m accessibility 
standards.  
 

5.145. The absence of children and young people‟s facilities within the SRA 
means the locality cannot sustain its own needs relative to the adopted 
800m standard. However the presence of surrounding facilities at 
Huyton KGV (SRA14), Huyton Leisure and Culture Park (SRA15) and 
Stadt Moers Park (SRA23) ensures that all properties within the SRA 
are covered by the overlapping catchment areas of these facilities. 
Therefore despite the quantitative deficit, due to the abundance of 
shared facilities in close proximity it is questionable whether new 
children and young people facilities are entirely necessary from an 
accessibility perspective, although opportunities at Whiston Lane could 
be explored in the future to ensure the SRA meets its own needs. 
 

5.146. The allotment facilities at Stadt Moers ensure that the accessibility 
distance of 1 600m is satisfied within the SRA. 
 

5.147. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement given the localised provision is abundant, varied and offers 
a significant proportion of the outdoor sports provision within Huyton 
Community Area, if golf courses are included. There are also a wider 
range of facilities in close proximity nearby at Huyton KGV and Huyton 
Leisure and Culture Park. 
 

5.148. Map 5.10 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA17: SWANSIDE 

 
Population: 5 013 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 4.01 0.00 -4.01 

-6.68 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

2.51 1.03 -1.48 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

1.00 0.06 -0.94 

Allotments 0.25 0.00 -0.25 

  7.77 1.09     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.149. Overall this SRA has a significant deficit of 6.68 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is due to a 
deficit in all four typologies of public open space, reflective of the high 
density of the residential area and the urban design of the locality that 
has limited the overall land that remains undeveloped. As a 
consequence there are no existing parks and gardens, allotment 
facilities or natural and semi natural sites, together with minimal 
children and young people provision and a significant deficit of 
amenity greenspaces. The SRA does not have enough provision to 
meet the standards and therefore, release of further greenspace for 
other purposes (e.g. to meet development needs) would be 
inappropriate. 
 

5.150. The existing amenity greenspaces in the locality are generally smaller 
incidental spaces within residential areas, with the largest being 
Malvern Area at only 0.31 ha. The majority of spaces are therefore 
focused around a passive function, with a limited range of active 
recreation opportunities due to their scale. In this context, it should be 
noted that land opportunities remain for some additional provision in 
the context of the anticipated implementation of planning approval for 
residential development at Thingwall Hall. For this reason, existing 
temporary amenity greenspace resulting from informal access onto 
the privately owned Thingwall Hall site has been excluded from the 
calculations, to ensure the identified deficit reflects the actual position 
of the SRA. 
 

5.151. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the publicly available grass 
pitches at Swanside Playing Fields, together with the Boundary 
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Bowling Green provide a contribution to the provision in Huyton 
Community Area. This results in a cumulative land area of 4.06 ha, 
which equates to a rate of 0.81 ha per 1 000 residents which is less 
than half the Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when 
applied pro-rata for the SRA.  

 
Quality: 

 
5.152. The extremely limited number and constrained typologies of public 

open space within the SRA severely restrict the range and quality of 
recreation facilities available. Only the amenity greenspace at Malvern 
Avenue (0.47 ha) offers a scale of sufficient size to provide 
opportunities for improved recreation quality and diversification of 
function, with the other amenity greenspaces generally low quality 
incidental greenspaces offering a limited range of active recreation or 
otherwise only a passive function.  
 

5.153. The children and young people facilities at Swanside Community 
Centre are a modern play area and MUGA, however the condition of 
the play area in particular is deteriorating and is therefore in need of 
further investment.. 
 

5.154. The outdoor sports provision within the SRA is restricted to limited 
community use of facilities at Swanside Playing Fields which are of a 
fair quality and consequently underused, and the Boundary Bowling 
Green which is currently in private ownership and in a state of 
disrepair. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.155. The absence of parks and gardens within the SRA indicates that the 

locality cannot sustain its own needs for this typology relative to the 
adopted 1 200m standard. However notwithstanding the quantitative 
deficit of provision, the presence of Court Hey Park (SRA18), which 
can be accessed from a footbridge off Greystone Road to the south of 
the SRA, provides an overlapping catchment that covers the 
accessibility requirement for the SRA. This suggests that despite an 
absence of park and gardens within the SRA boundary, there is 
access to these facilities close by that provides a degree of mitigation 
for limited land availability to offset existing quantitative deficits. 
Furthermore the functional relationship with Liverpool City Council 
facilities should also be noted, given Dovecot Park adjoins the 
northern boundary of SRA17.  
 

5.156. The distribution of amenity greenspace means that the SRAs 
localised provision more than satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for local residents, notwithstanding the deficit 
in quantitative standards and the limited range of recreation 
opportunities. 
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5.157. The presence of children and young people‟s facilities at Swanside 
Community Centre ensures that the 800m accessibility standard for 
this typology is achieved for the majority of the SRA, aside from a 
limited number of properties on Thingwall Hall Drive to the west, 
together with the northern extent of Gordon Drive and Stuart Drive to 
the north. In this regard, opportunities remain in the west of the SRA 
to address accessibility deficiencies through the implementation of the 
Thingwall Hall planning permission. In contrast, land availability 
constraints in the north of the SRA suggest opportunities to address 
accessibility deficiencies in that locality are more restricted. However 
the standard would be satisfied in any case if the proximity to facilities 
within Dovecot Park in Liverpool were also considered. 
 

5.158. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA prevent the locality 
from sustaining its own needs, however the presence of Bowring Park 
allotments adjoining SRA18 to the south ensures that the accessibility 
distance of 1 600m is satisfied within the SRA by its overlapping 
catchment. This is noting the presence of a footbridge providing 
access from Greystone Road to Roby Road. Furthermore it should 
also be noted that there is a substantial existing allotment located at 
Brookside Avenue in Liverpool that adjoins the western boundary of 
the SRA. As a consequence an additional facility in the locality would 
not appear to be necessary at the present time. 
 

5.159. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility 
distance is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that although the localised provision is 
limited, sufficient recreational opportunities in this context remain 
within the wider Huyton Community Area to satisfy local needs. 
Furthermore the western boundary of the SRA is also in close 
proximity to outdoor sports facilities at Thomas Lane in Liverpool. 
 

5.160. Map 5.11 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA18: COURT HEY 

 
Population: 1 970 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 1.58 13.23 11.65 

11.96 

Amenity Greenspace 0.98 0.41 -0.57 

Provision for Children 
& Young People 

0.39 0.24 -0.15 

Allotments 0.10 1.13 1.03 

  3.05 15.01     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.161. Overall this SRA has a substantial surplus of 11.96 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due 
to the parks and gardens provision at Court Hey Park (13.23 ha) and 
the comparatively low population of the SRA.  
 

5.162. There is a marginal deficit of amenity greenspace, which is primarily as 
a consequence of the distribution of the limited number and scale of 
spaces which are confined to Roby Road (0.31 ha) and Rimmer 
Avenue (0.1 ha), focused around a passive function, with a limited 
range of active recreation opportunities due to their scale. The 
provision at Roby Road is however supplemented by an adjoining 
natural and semi natural site (0.43 ha). 
 

5.163. Despite the presence of children and young people facilities at Court 
Hey Park, there remains a deficit of provision relative to the adopted 
standard. There is currently little provision in this SRA in which to 
provide other forms of public open space to make good the existing 
deficits. 
 

5.164. Bowring Park allotments adjoin the eastern boundary of SRA18 and the 
presence of this site ensures there is a surplus of provision relative to 
the quantitative standard for this typology. 
 

5.165. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is substantial contribution to 
Huyton Community Area through provision of approximately 25.06 ha 
of facilities; however this is primarily associated to half of the Bowring 
Park Golf Club comprising 23.6ha, otherwise there is limited provision 
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within the SRA, confined to a cricket ground and bowling green within 
Court Hey Park.  
 

5.166. Land off Edenhurst Avenue was previously used for outdoor sports 
provision, but is currently in private ownership and has not been used 
for these purposes for a number of years; it is therefore not included in 
the overall calculations against the standards. 

 
Quality: 

 
5.167. Court Hey Park is a Borough park, which is reflective of its capacity to 

provide a broad range of recreational facilities, formal and informal 
activities and other types of green space, such as children and young 
people‟s facilities, outdoor sports provision and areas of natural green 
space including the National Wildflower Centre and a Local Wildlife 
Site. In this context, the park itself and the children‟s play facilities are 
both rated as excellent quality and continue to contribute to maintaining 
the Green Flag award standard through the implementation of 
measures in an existing management plan. However the associated 
outdoor sports provision and ancillary facilities are currently in poor 
condition and will require future investment to maximise their long term 
benefit to the locality. 
 

5.168. The value of the facilities within the park and garden typology is 
emphasised by the otherwise limited range of recreation facilities 
distributed within the SRA, with generally low quality incidental 
greenspaces offering a limited range of active recreation or otherwise 
only a passive function. In this context, due to scale or location, no sites 
offer any realistic potential for improvement through diversification of 
function to provide an increased range of active recreation to 
supplement those already available within the SRA. 
 

5.169. The allotment facilities at Bowring Park are rated as good quality, which 
is an improvement from the fair rating in 2008 and reflects recent 
investment, maintenance and management of the facilities. 
 

5.170. The outdoor sports provision in the SRA are restricted to Bowring Park 
Golf Club which has a fair quality rating, together with those previously 
mentioned at Court Hey Parkwhich are in need of future investment. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.171. The presence of Court Hey Park ensures that the entire SRA complies 

with the adopted accessibility standard of 1 200m for the parks and 
gardens typology. 
 

5.172. Although there is limited quantity and sparse distribution of amenity 
greenspace within the SRA, the localised provision satisfies the 
Council‟s 800m accessibility standards for all existing residential 
properties. Nevertheless a small southern section of the land off 
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Edenhurst Avenue lies outside of this distance and therefore may 
require on-site provision if developed in the future. 
 

5.173. The presence of children and young people‟s facilities at Court Hey 
Park ensures that the 800m accessibility standard for this typology is 
achieved for the majority of the SRA, aside from the same southern 
section of land off Edenhurst Avenue as previously mentioned. This 
suggests the potential need for additional children and young people 
provision in this location if this site were developed in the future.  
 

5.174. Bowring Park allotments adjoin SRA18 and thereby ensure that the 
accessibility distance of 1 600m is satisfied for all properties within the 
SRA. As a consequence an additional facility in the locality would not 
appear to be necessary. 
 

5.175. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that although the localised provision is limited 
in terms of range of facilities, sufficient recreational opportunities in this 
context remain within the wider Huyton Community Area to satisfy local 
needs.  
 

5.176. Map 5.12 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA19: BOWRING PARK 

 
Population: 3 788 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 3.03 6.40 3.37 

5.79 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

1.89 5.06 3.17 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.76 0.20 -0.56 

Allotments 0.19 0.00 -0.19 

  5.87 11.66     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.177. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 5.79 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the parks 
and gardens provision at Bowring Park (6.40 ha) and large amenity 
greenspace sites such as Huyton Leisure Centre (2.5 ha) and Blacklow 
Brow (1.86 ha). The locality is also well served by natural and semi 
natural spaces with five individual sites offering a cumulative provision 
of 5.02 ha. 
 

5.178. In the context of the above, there is a large surplus of both parks and 
gardens and amenity greenspace, with the latter being comprised of 
predominantly incidental spaces of passive function and only a limited 
active recreation opportunities, aside from those at the former Huyton 
Leisure Centre and Blacklow Brow. Given the surplus in both the parks 
and gardens, and amenity greenspace typologies, there is potential to 
consider the contribution of one of the larger sites to address deficits in 
other typologies and / or meet other development needs. In this 
context, it would appear that part of the former Huyton Leisure Centre 
would appear most suited, given its previous use has now been 
relocated and consolidated at the Huyton Leisure and Culture Park site 
in SRA15, and noting the value of Blacklow Brow as a shared public 
open space also providing outdoor sports provision for adjoining 
schools. 
 

5.179. Despite the presence of children and young people facilities at Bowring 
Park, there remains a deficit of provision relative to the adopted 
standard.  
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5.180. The SRA has no allotment facilities within its boundaries and as a 
consequence there is a quantitative deficit relative to this typology. 
 

5.181. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is substantial contribution to 
Huyton Community Area through provision of approximately 24.35 ha 
of facilities; however this is primarily associated to half of the Bowring 
Park Golf Club comprising 22.22 ha, otherwise there is very limited 
provision within the SRA, comprising grass pitches at Blacklow Brow 
and an outdoor tennis court at the Former Huyton Leisure Centre.  

 
Quality: 

 
5.182. Bowring Park is the oldest public park in Knowsley and is classified as 

a high level / facilities park, providing a broad range of recreational 
facilities, formal and informal activities and containing a visitor centre 
and children and young people‟s play facilities. The park itself has a fair 
quality rating, which is an improvement from the poor rating in 2008, 
but still suggests a need for ongoing investment and improvement as 
part of a new management plan, notwithstanding the recent addition of 
a modern play pathfinder facility of excellent quality in 2009.   
 

5.183. The value of amenity greenspaces within the SRA differs, as there are 
large spaces such as at the former Huyton Leisure Centre and 
Blacklow Brow that are of a sufficient scale to provide opportunities for 
active recreation, together with a mix of lower quality incidental 
greenspaces offering a more limited range of active recreation potential 
or otherwise only a passive function. In this context, due to its scale 
and location, the amenity greenspace associated to the former Huyton 
Leisure Centre has potential for improvement through diversification of 
function to provide an increased range of active recreation beyond it 
primary accessibility function at present, to supplement those already 
available within the SRA. 
 

5.184. The natural and semi natural space at Ten Acre Pits is designated as a 
Local Wildlife Site. 
 

5.185. The outdoor sports provision in the SRA are restricted to Bowring Park 
Golf Club which has a fair quality rating, together with the hardstanding 
tennis courts at the former Huyton Leisure Centre and pitch provision at 
Blacklow Brow  which is currently rated as poor and suffers from under 
use. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.186. The presence of Bowring Park ensures that two thirds of the SRA 

complies with the adopted  accessibility standard of 1 200m for the 
parks and gardens typology, however due to the elongated shape of 
the SRA, the eastern section from Ten Acre Pits onwards falls outside 
of this distance from Bowring Park. However the presence of 
McGoldrick Park (SRA21) to the north east of SRA19 addresses this 
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deficiency through an overlapping catchment. Otherwise there are no 
land opportunities in the eastern section of sufficient scale to provide 
additional parks and gardens, and the area would remain fairly remote 
even if the amenity greenspace associated to the Former Huyton 
Leisure Centre were upgraded. 
 

5.187. The localised provision of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 
800m accessibility standards for all residential properties. However the 
eastern area of the SRA is again remote from the larger active spaces 
at the former Huyton Leisure Centre and Blacklow Brow, although this 
is mitigated somewhat by the informal recreation opportunities afforded 
by natural and semi natural spaces such as Ten Acre Pits and Rabbit 
Wood. 
 

5.188. The presence of children and young people‟s facilities at Bowring Park 
ensures that the 800m accessibility standard for this typology is 
achieved for western section of the SRA. However the central and 
western sections remain deficient in this regard. In this context, 
opportunities for additional facilities at either the amenity greenspace 
associated to the former Huyton Leisure Centre or Blacklow Brow in 
the central area of the SRA should be prioritised.  This is noting that the 
eastern section is alternatively served by a catchment overlap from 
facilities at McGoldrick Park (SRA21) and St. Johns Millennium Green 
(SRA22) respectively. 
 

5.189. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA and therefore it does 
not sustain its own needs from an accessibility perspective. However 
the presence of Bowring Park allotments adjoining SRA18 and 
Glendevon Road (SRA21) ensures that the accessibility distance of 1 
600m is satisfied for all properties within the SRA. As a consequence 
an additional facility in the locality would not appear to be necessary. 
 

5.190. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that although the localised provision is limited 
in terms of range of facilities, sufficient recreational opportunities in this 
context remain within the wider Huyton Community Area to satisfy local 
needs.  
 

5.191. Map 5.13 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA20: ROSCOES WOOD 

 
Population: 1 498 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 1.20 0.00 -1.20 

1.09 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

0.75 3.41 2.66 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.30 0.00 -0.30 

Allotments 0.07 0.00 -0.07 

  2.32 3.41     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.192. Overall this SRA has a small surplus of 1.09 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
large amenity greenspace site at Springwood (2.64 ha) that has a dual 
natural and semi natural function, together with a comparatively low 
population due to the limited size of the SRA. 
 

5.193. Aside from the surplus of amenity greenspace associated to 
Springwood and a number of smaller predominantly incidental spaces 
of predominantly passive function, there is a quantitative deficit in the 
other three typologies as there is no existing provision of parks and 
gardens, children and young people facilities or allotments. 
 

5.194. The SRA contributes no outdoor sports provision to Huyton Community 
Area. 
 

5.195. In the context of the above, due to the residential nature of existing 
development and the remaining land allocations in the locality having 
permission for employment uses, there are limited land opportunities to 
address typological deficiencies or contribute additional greenspace. 

 
Quality: 

 
5.196. The value of amenity greenspaces within the SRA differs, as the large 

space at Springwood is of a sufficient scale to provide opportunities for 
active recreation, whereas the remainder are a mix of lower quality 
incidental greenspaces offering only a passive function. In this context, 
due to its scale and location, Springwood provides the only realistic 
opportunity for diversification of function to increase the range of 
recreational opportunities available to the SRA, however this is 
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restricted somewhat by the existing natural and semi natural benefits 
that it provides. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.197. The absence of parks and gardens provision within the SRA indicates 

that is cannot sustain its own needs relative to the 1 200m accessibility 
distance for this typology. However the presence of St. Johns 
Millennium Green (SRA22) to the north and Stadt Moers Park (SRA23) 
to the north west addresses this deficiency through an overlapping 
catchment. Nevertheless the provision remains relatively remote from 
SRA20 and therefore potential opportunities to upgrade Springwood 
should be explored in the future to enhance local recreation 
opportunities. 
 

5.198. The central location of Springwood, together with the localised 
provision of passive amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties within the SRA for 
this typology.  
 

5.199. The absence of children and young people‟s facilities within the SRA 
again prevents the 800m accessibility standard for this typology from 
being achieved locally. In this regard only the western section is 
covered by an overlapping catchment from the existing provision at St. 
Johns Millennium Green (SRA22); therefore opportunities to provide 
additional facilities at Springwood should be explored in the future to 
enhance local recreation opportunities. 
 

5.200. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA and therefore it cannot 
sustain local needs from an accessibility perspective. However the 
presence of Glendevon Road (SRA21) ensures that the accessibility 
distance of 1 600m is satisfied for all properties within the SRA. 
Furthermore there are no apparent opportunities to provide any new 
localised provision. 
 

5.201. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that although there are no existing facilities, 
sufficient recreational opportunities in this context remain within the 
wider Huyton Community Area to satisfy local needs. There are no 
apparent opportunities to provide any new localised provision. 
 

5.202. Map 5.14 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA21: HUYTON PARK 

 
Population: 2 416 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 1.93 5.78 3.85 

2.86 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

1.21 0.26 -0.95 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.48 0.26 -0.22 

Allotments 0.12 0.31 0.19 

  3.75 6.61     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.203. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 2.86 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the parks 
and gardens provision at McGoldrick Park (4.62 ha) and Sawpit Park 
(1.16 ha) resulting in a surplus in this typology. 
 

5.204. Aside from the above, there is a deficit of amenity greenspace 
provision, as a consequence of only two incidental spaces of 
predominantly passive function with limited active recreation benefit. 
 

5.205. McGoldrick Park has existing children and young people‟s provision, 
however the SRA remains in deficit with regard to this typology.  
However given the scale of existing provision, it is questionable 
whether additional children and young people‟s provision is necessary 
and whether the current standard is therefore too high to be realistically 
achievable. 
 

5.206. The presence of Glendevon allotments ensures a quantitative surplus 
in the allotment typology relative to the SRA. 
 

5.207. No natural or semi natural sites are present within the SRA. 
 

5.208. In terms of outdoor sports provision, McGoldrick Park Bowling Green 
provides a contribution to the provision in Huyton Community Area. 
This results in a land area of only 0.26 ha, which equates to a rate of 
0.11 ha per 1 000 residents which is far less than the Council standard 
of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA.  
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5.209. In the context of the above, there are limited land opportunities to 
address typological deficiencies or contribute additional greenspace. 

 
Quality: 

 
5.210. McGoldrick Park is classified as a high level / facilities park, and is well 

used with facilities comprising playgrounds, a bowling green, tennis 
courts, MUGA and attractive flower beds. The park is maintained at 
Green Flag standard and therefore is considered to retain an excellent 
quality rating, with recent improvements such as the addition of a 
modern play pathfinder facility, refurbishment of an existing toddler 
playground and through the implementation of priorities within an 
existing management plan. In this context, it should be noted that both 
the playground and MUGA also achieve a excellent quality rating in 
terms of the children and young people‟s typology. 
 

5.211. Sawpit Park is a smaller park and garden facility and is therefore 
classified as a local park, as it does not contain any formal recreation 
space, but exhibits excellence in diversity of planting and horticulture, 
whilst offering opportunities for informal recreation and play, together 
with space for small scale events and activities. The park is also 
maintained at Green Flag standard and therefore is considered to 
retain an excellent quality rating, primarily due to the implementation of 
priorities within an existing management plan. 
 

5.212. The value of the facilities within the park and garden typology is 
emphasised by the otherwise limited range of recreation facilities 
distributed within the SRA, with only two low quality incidental 
greenspaces offering a primarily passive function. In this context, due 
to scale or location, none offer any realistic potential for improvement 
through diversification of function to provide an increased range of 
active recreation to supplement those already available within the SRA. 
 

5.213. Glendevon allotments are currently rated as excellent quality, which is 
an improvement from the good rating in 2008. 
 

5.214. The outdoor sports provision in the SRA is limited to the McGoldrick 
Park Bowling Green, which is well used and rated as excellent quality. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.215. The presence of McGoldrick Park and Sawpit Park in separate 

locations within the SRA ensures that the 1 200m accessibility distance 
for the parks and gardens typology is maintained for all residential 
properties. 
 

5.216. The central location of the children and young people‟s provision at 
McGoldrick Park also ensures the 800m accessibility standard for this 
typology is satisfied for all residential properties. 
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5.217. The localised provision of passive amenity greenspaces satisfies the 
Council‟s 800m accessibility standards for all residential properties, 
although residents within the western section of the SRA are unlikely to 
access the facilities given the limited scale of the two sites and their 
location in the eastern section of the SRA. Nevertheless this limitation 
is mitigated by the broader range of facilities within the parks and 
gardens in closer proximity.   
 

5.218. The presence of Glendevon allotment facilities within the SRA ensures 
that the accessibility distance of 1 600m is satisfied for all properties 
within the SRA.  
 

5.219. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that although there are limited facilities in the 
SRA, sufficient recreational opportunities remain within the wider 
Huyton Community Area to satisfy local needs. There are no apparent 
opportunities to provide any new localised provision. 
 

5.220. Map 5.15 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA22: ST JOHNS 

 
Population: 3 481 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.79 2.16 -0.63 

1.51 

Amenity Greenspace 1.74 4.38 2.64 

Provision for Children & 
Young People 

0.70 0.37 -0.33 

Allotments 0.17 0.00 -0.17 

  5.40 6.91     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.221. Overall this SRA has a small surplus of 1.51 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
amenity greenspace provision at large spaces such as Cowper Way 
(1.65 ha) and Logwood Road (0.86 ha), together with a multitude of 
incidental spaces resulting in a surplus in this typology. 
 

5.222. In terms of parks and gardens, despite the presence of St. Johns 
Millennium Green (2.16 ha) there is a quantitative deficit in this 
typology. 
 

5.223. Similarly, although St. Johns Millennium Green includes a new play 
pathfinder facility which contributes to the children and young people‟s 
calculation, there remains a quantitative deficit in this typology. 
 

5.224. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA, which results in a 
marginal deficit in this typology. 
 

5.225. There are no natural or semi natural sites within the SRA. 
 

5.226. In terms of outdoor sports provision, Cowper Way provides a small 
contribution to the provision in Huyton Community Area through a small 
grass pitch. This results in a land area of only 0.11 ha, which equates 
to a rate of 0.03 ha per 1 000 residents which is far less than the 
Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata 
for the SRA.  
 

5.227. In the context of the above, there are limited land opportunities to 
address typological deficiencies or contribute additional greenspace, 
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other than the consideration of the potential contribution of Cowper 
Way and Longwood Road, subject to accessibility criteria. 

 
Quality: 

 
5.228. St. Johns Millennium Green is classified as a high level / facilities park, 

and is well used with a diversity of planting, and spaces offering 
opportunities for informal recreation, together with other events and 
activities. The site has recently been upgraded to a park with a good 
quality rating from the amenity greenspace typology through 
improvements including the addition of a modern play pathfinder facility 
rated as excellent quality. 
 

5.229. The value of the facilities at St. Johns Millennium Green is emphasised 
by the otherwise limited range of recreation facilities distributed within 
the SRA, with large amenity spaces at Cowper Way and Logwood 
Road considered to be in poor condition at present and therefore 
having limited recreation benefit at present. The remaining 
greenspaces are much smaller incidental spaces, with some offering 
limited potential for active recreation, but the majority having a primarily 
passive function. In this context, a reasonable priority for the SRA 
would be to focus consideration for future investment on the realistic 
potential of Cowper Way and / or Logwood Road to improve their 
quality, diversify their function and provide an increased range of active 
recreation opportunities to supplement those already available within 
the SRA. 
 

5.230. The outdoor sports provision in the SRA is limited to the Cowper Way 
grass pitch, which is in very poor condition and therefore is used only 
infrequently and informally. As mentioned previously, this site retains a 
significant land area that is not in active use and therefore may have 
the potential to be improved and diversified to provide a greater formal 
and informal recreation function, whilst addressing typological 
deficiencies. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.231. The presence of St. Johns Millennium Green within the SRA ensures 

that the 1 200m accessibility distance for the parks and gardens 
typology is maintained for all residential properties. 
 

5.232. In addition to the above, the inclusion of the children and young 
people‟s provision at St. Johns Millennium Green also ensures the 
800m accessibility standard for this typology is satisfied for the majority 
of residential properties within the SRA. However a small section in the 
south eastern corner of the SRA centred upon Bridgewater Way, 
Bradley Fold and a limited number of dwellings on Cronton Road, lies 
outside this distance. In this regard, given that Logwood Road is 
located nearby, potential opportunities for an additional facility in this 
location should be explored, particularly as there are potentially 
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additional benefits of an overlapping catchment area that could also 
cover nearby areas of deficit in SRA20. However it is acknowledged 
that delivery in this regard may be constrained by limitations in terms of 
ground conditions and relationships with surrounding properties. 
 

5.233. The number and distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the 
Council‟s 800m accessibility standards for all residential properties, 
with the separation of the two large spaces at Cowper Way and 
Logwood Road offering potential to access localised active recreation 
opportunities across the SRA. 
 

5.234. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchments from the facilities at 
Stadt Moers (SRA16) and Glendevon Road (SRA21) ensures that all 
residential properties are within the 1 600m accessibility distance 
requirement. 
 

5.235. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that although there are limited facilities in the 
SRA, sufficient recreational opportunities remain within the wider 
Huyton Community Area to satisfy local needs. Opportunities should be 
explored at the large amenity greenspaces to assess the extent that 
they could be suitable to contribute to additional outdoor sports 
provision, whether formal or informal. 
 

5.236. Map 5.16 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA23: HUYTON QUARRY 

 
Population: 493 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 0.39 14.21 13.82 

14.75 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

0.25 1.11 0.86 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.10 0.19 0.09 

Allotments 0.02 0.00 -0.02 

  0.76 15.51     

 
Quantity: 

 
5.237. Overall this SRA has a significant surplus of 14.75 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due 
to the presence of a section of Stadt Moers Park (14.21 ha) and a large 
amenity greenspace at West View (1.11 ha), both of which result in 
surpluses within their respective typologies. It should also be noted that 
the SRA has a comparatively low population and therefore a lower 
requirement for provision is necessary to meet its needs comparative to 
other areas. 
 

5.238. In addition to the above, Stadt Moers Park also includes a children‟s 
play area which contributes to the children and young people‟s 
provision calculation, resulting in a quantitative surplus in this typology. 
 

5.239. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA, although there remains 
only a marginal deficit in this context given that limited quantitative 
need is derived from such a low population. 
 

5.240. There are no natural or semi natural sites within the SRA. 
 

5.241. In terms of outdoor sports provision, West View provides a contribution 
to the provision in Huyton Community Area through a grass pitch. This 
results in a land area of only 0.48 ha, which equates to a rate of 0.97 
ha per 1 000 residents which is below the Council standard of 1.85 ha 
per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA. In this context, 
there are limited land opportunities to address typological deficiencies 
or contribute additional greenspace, given the composition and function 
of Stadt Moers Park is not suited to outdoor sports provision. 
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Quality: 
 

5.242. The section of Stadt Moers Park within the SRA is proportionately small 
at 14.21 ha compared to the 80 ha+ in total; however it comprises a 
gateway from the Huyton Community Area to Knowsley‟s largest 
publicly accessible park. The overall quality of the park has improved 
from a poor rating in 2008 to a good rating at present. Stadt Moers in its 
entirety is classified as one of only four Borough parks within Knowsley 
and now offers a range of recreation opportunities and community 
facilities, including a visitor centre, modern and excellent quality 
children‟s play areas (one being within the SRA) and guided walks 
supplementing a predominantly environmental focus given the 
transformation of formerly derelict land to public open space. This has 
also resulted in a total of four Local Wildlife sites within Stadt Moers 
(one of which is located within the SRA) and the site being considered 
an essential part of the strategic greenspace comprising the Whiston to 
Cronton corridor. 
 

5.243. The value of the facilities at Stadt Moers is emphasised by the 
otherwise limited range of recreation facilities distributed within the 
SRA, with only the large amenity space at West View otherwise 
present. West View is in poor condition at present and consequently 
underused for both outdoor sports provision and informal recreation. In 
this context, a reasonable priority for the SRA would be to focus 
consideration for future investment on continual improvements and 
maintenance of Stadt Moers, together with exploring the potential of 
improvements to West View to raise its quality, diversify its function and 
provide an increased range of active recreation opportunities to 
supplement those already available within the SRA. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
5.244. The presence of Stadt Moers within the SRA ensures that the 1 200m 

accessibility distance for the parks and gardens typology is maintained 
for all residential properties. 
 

5.245. In addition to the above, the inclusion of the children and young 
people‟s provision at Stadt Moers also ensures the 800m accessibility 
standard for this typology is satisfied for all residential properties within 
the SRA. In this context, it should be noted that this is as a 
consequence of the existing residential properties being focussed in a 
small area in the northern section of the SRA which is in close 
proximity to Stadt Moers Park, and the areas outside the 800m 
accessibility distance comprise employment uses associated to Huyton 
Business Park. 
 

5.246. Similarly to the above, although West View is the only amenity 
greenspace within the SRA and is located in the northern section, all 
residential properties satisfy the Council‟s 800m accessibility standards 
given remaining areas outside the 800m accessibility distance 
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requirement again comprise only employment uses associated to 
Huyton Business Park. 
 

5.247. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of an overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Stadt Moers (SRA16) ensures that all residential properties are within 
the 1 600m accessibility distance requirement. Furthermore in this 
context, the limited quantitative need for a facility derived from the SRA 
would justify reliance upon this shared facility. 
 

5.248. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that although there are limited facilities in the 
SRA, sufficient recreational opportunities remain within the wider 
Huyton Community Area to satisfy local needs.  
 

5.249. Map 5.17 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 98. A full list of the provision 
is available within Appendix B. 
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Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area 

 
Summary of provision in Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 

 
6.1. Overall Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area has 130.95 ha 

of public open space contributing to existing standards (actual total 
following deduction of dual functionality in terms of outdoor sports 
provision and amenity greenspace / parks and gardens). The level of 
localised provision is varied however with 6 of its SRAs in a position of 
overall surplus and 2 SRAs in a position of overall deficit.  
 

6.2. Prescot, Whiston and Cronton have a cumulative surplus of amenity 
greenspace, however the level of amenity greenspace surplus is 
generally lower than other community areas at 9.05 ha overall, with 2 of 
the 8 SRAs actually in deficit relative to this typology. As a 
consequence the capacity to address deficits within other typologies is 
less straightforward than in other areas, as land availability is more 
limited.   
 

6.3. The area is served by a number of Knowsley‟s important parks and 
gardens comprising Eaton Street Recreation Ground, Henley Park, 
Whitestone Millennium Green and The Pasture, together with a large 
section of Stadt Moers. However localised deficiencies still remain in 4 
SRAs, notwithstanding a significant surplus of land area comprising 
52.51 ha when considered relative to cumulative need associated to 
the Prescot, Whiston and Cronton area population. Nevertheless this is 
a reflection of the presence of large provision at Stadt Moers (65.79 ha) 
and other high level parks that serve a broader catchment than their 
immediate SRA, and does not imply that any of the facilities are 
necessarily surplus to requirements given their functional value for 
recreation purposes.  
 

6.4. There is also an important network of green space associated to Stadt 
Moers which exists along the Whiston - Cronton corridor and is 
intended to be extended via the Cronton Colliery site through to 
Cronton Village in the future. This is considered to be as an important 
green link forming an important strategic link and allow for sustainable 
forms of transportation to take place as well as sustaining valuable 
biodiversity (flora and fauna) across the Borough. This green link also 
corresponds with 10 Local Wildlife Sites at present. An additional spur 
of this strategic greenspace links Stadt Moers with Whiston Hospital 
and Huyton town centre via a Sustrans cycle network. 
 

6.5. With regard to the children and young people typology, there is a land 
deficit of 3.93 ha when considered against adopted UDP standards and 
applied cumulatively relative to the Prescot, Whiston and Cronton area 
population. However this is despite the recent investment in the 
addition of modern play pathfinder facilities, and therefore the actual 
need for additional facilities should be based upon more localised 
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accessibility deficiencies. Strict application of the current standards for 
quantity purposes alone would necessitate additional provision in areas 
where quality and accessibility has been optimised through recent 
investment. This suggests the current standards are potentially too high 
and unachievable in some areas. 
 

6.6. There is only a single allotment site within Prescot, Whiston and 
Cronton at Molyneux Drive (SRA27), which has 9 plots. Localised 
deficiencies are therefore identifiable, together with a marginal 
deficiency overall of 0.76 ha when considered against adopted UDP 
standards and applied pro-rata to the Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
area population. In this context, it is reasonable to consider that the 
standards of 0.05 ha and 1 600m accessibility distance are not always 
intended to translate to individual facilities in each SRA and therefore 
new site(s) in an appropriate location to address existing deficiencies 
against the accessibility standards would be most appropriate. 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision in Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community 
Area 

 
6.7. Prescot, Whiston and Cronton community area has a population of 26 

439 (derived from ONS: Mid Year Population Estimates 2009). The 
population of the Prescot, Whiston and Cronton community area 
therefore requires 48.91 ha of outdoor sports provision when measured 
against the standard contained in the UDP for this typology (1.85 ha 
per 1 000 residents). In terms of provision of outdoor sports facilities / 
playing fields, there are 31.87 ha of Outdoor Sports Provision in 
Prescot, Whiston and Cronton - a deficit of 17.04 ha.  However unlike 
the areas of surplus within Knowsley, this community area does not 
contain a golf course, and therefore the actual provision of grass 
pitches is not disproportionately lower relative to population size.  
 

6.8. In addition to the above, there are also 9.41 ha of outdoor sports 
provision that is available for school use only. 
 

6.9. Additional work is required through a separate Playing Pitch 
Assessment and Strategy to determine whether there is a requirement 
for additional playing pitch facilities, as standards relating to land area 
alone does not reflect efficiency and / or inefficiency of actual provision 
relative to localised need. 

 
Cumulative provision against SRA standards 

 
6.10. Of the four standards taken from the SPD (Parks and Gardens; 

Amenity Greenspace; Provision for Children and Young People; and 
Allotments), Prescot, Whiston and Cronton has a requirement for 40.98 
ha. There are currently 111.33 ha within these typologies, an overall 
surplus of 56.87 ha.  
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6.11. Notwithstanding the above, only parks and gardens and amenity 
greenspace are in surplus, against current standards, indicating that 
there is a requirement for improved quantitative provision within the 
other typologies to work towards meeting the UDP standards. The 
majority of these deficiencies should be addressed if possible, with 
identification of where this could be achieved most practicably. In this 
context, utilising surplus amenity greenspace should be prioritised 
before considering potential release of surplus land for other 
development needs. 
 
Other public open space provision 

 
6.12. Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area also has 17.07 ha of 

accessible Natural and Semi Natural sites not included in other 
typologies, and 7.75 ha of Cemeteries / Churchyards.  
 
Map of Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area 
 

6.13. On the following page, is a Map 6.1 indicating the boundary of Prescot, 
Whiston and Cronton community area.  
 

6.14. The subsequent sub-sections provide a more detailed assessment of 
provision in each SRA, including those forms of public open space to 
which the standards operate at SRA level and looking more closely at 
issues of localised quantity quality and accessibility.  
 
The sub-sections includes individual SRA maps, colour coded with the 
large sites labelled accordingly.  The standard key for the SRA maps is 
as below; 
 
Typology Amenity  

Greenspace 
Parks & 
Gardens 

Children & 
Young 
People 

Allotments Outdoor 
Sports 

Colour      

 

Other coded areas are; 
 

Typology Outdoor 
Sports 

(Schools) 

OS 
(Other 

LA) 

Natural & 
Semi 

Natural 

Cemeteries Private 
Greenspace 

Colour      
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       Map 6.1: Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area (bounded by red line) 
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SRA24: NORTH PRESCOT 

 
Population: 2 915 

 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.33 2.67 0.34 

-0.13 

Amenity Greenspace 1.46 1.54 0.08 

Provision for Children 
& Young People 

0.58 0.18 -0.40 

Allotments 0.15 0.00 -0.15 

  4.52 4.39     

 
Quantity:  

 
6.15. Overall this SRA has a marginal deficit of 0.13 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to 
typological deficits relative to provision for children and young people 
(despite the presence of facilities at Eaton Street Recreation Ground), 
and an absence of allotment facilities within the SRA. 
 

6.16. Notwithstanding the above, the presence of Eaton Street Recreation 
Ground within the SRA ensures that the quantitative standards for the 
parks and gardens typology are satisfied, with only a marginal surplus. 
 

6.17. A mix of amenity greenspaces in the SRA including large spaces such 
as St. Helens Road (0.9 ha) and the more localised incidental spaces 
ensures that the quantitative standards for this typology are also 
achieved with only a marginal surplus. As a consequence, there is 
currently insufficient surplus provision in this typology in which to provide 
other forms of POS to make good the existing deficits. 
 

6.18. There are large natural and semi natural sites at Yates Plantation (2.6 
ha) and St. Helens Road (2.35 ha) which supplement the recreation 
opportunities in other typologies, but limited land availability to provide 
additional provision to address the overall quantitative deficit of 
greenspace provision. 
 

6.19. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are grass pitch sites at 
Knowsley Park Lane CfL where community use was recently secured 
and Valerie Park, together with bowling greens at Eaton Street and 
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Warrington Road providing a contribution to the provision in Prescot, 
Whiston and Cronton Community Area. This results in a land area of 
9.43 ha, which equates to a rate of 3.24 ha per 1 000 residents which is 
far in excess of the Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents 
when applied pro-rata for the SRA.  

 
Quality: 

 
6.20. Eaton Street Recreation Ground is a classified as a high level / facilities 

park and although comparatively small in land area compared to others 
within Knowsley, it achieves an excellent quality rating which is a 
significant improvement from the fair rating in 2008. This has been 
achieved through the upgrade of an existing play area and a new Play 
Pathfinder site which means the full age range is now provided for on-
site (children and young people) by provision rated as excellent quality. 
There is also a bowling green which is well used.  
 

6.21. The value of the facilities at Eaton Street Recreation Ground is 
complemented by a range of recreation facilities distributed within the 
SRA, with the large amenity greenspace at St Helens Road rated as a 
good quality site with high amenity value for local residents, 
supplemented by a large natural and semi-natural space nearby. In 
addition there is also an equitable distribution of smaller incidental 
spaces offering smaller scale active recreation opportunities or passive 
function. 
 

6.22. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the quality is generally of a high 
standard, with Knowsley Park CfL and Valerie Park rated as good 
facilities, together with the bowling green at Eaton Street having been 
subject to recent investment. A bowling green at Warrington Road is 
under private ownership, but also comprises good facilities. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
6.23. The presence of Eaton Street Recreation Ground within the SRA 

ensures that the 1 200m accessibility distance for the parks and 
gardens typology is maintained for all residential properties. 
 

6.24. The number and distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the 
Council‟s 800m accessibility standards for all residential properties, with 
the separation of the large space at St. Helens Road from Eaton Street 
Recreation Ground creating an even spread of access localised active 
recreation opportunities across the SRA.  
 

6.25. The inclusion of the children and young people‟s provision at Eaton 
Street Recreation Ground also ensures the 800m accessibility standard 
for this typology is satisfied for the majority of residential properties 
within the SRA. There are also additional MUGA facilities available at 
Knowsley Park Lane Centre for Learning available outside of school 
hours. However it should be noted that a limited number of properties in 



169 

 

the eastern extent of the SRA focused around St. James Road, Tyrer 
Grove and Lawler Grove are beyond the required distance.  In this 
regard, the locality would benefit from an additional facility in the eastern 
section, with the St. Helens Road amenity greenspace appearing most 
suitable given its scale and close proximity to the target area. 
 

6.26. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Molyneux Drive (SRA27) ensures that the majority of residential 
properties are within the 1 600m accessibility distance requirement. The 
only properties beyond this distance are a small area to the northern 
extent of Knowsley Park Lane.  Furthermore in this context, the limited 
quantitative need for a facility derived from the SRA also would justify 
reliance upon this shared facility or another that may be provided closer 
to SRA24, rather than a new facility within the SRA given limited land 
availability. 
 

6.27. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km requirement. 
This means that there are abundant facilities in the SRA and sufficient 
recreational opportunities remain within the wider Prescot, Whiston and 
Cronton Community Area to satisfy local needs for access to a range of 
sporting opportunities, despite an overall quantitative deficit against the 
standards. This is also noting that Prescot and Odyssey Cricket and 
Bowling Club is in close proximity to the SRA / Knowsley Boundary with 
St. Helens at Burrows Lane and is therefore easily accessible to local 
residents. 
 

6.28. Map 6.2 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 165. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA25: SOUTH PRESCOT 

 
Population: 1 989 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 1.59 6.95 5.36 

7.03 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

0.99 2.79 1.80 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.40 0.37 -0.03 

Allotments 0.10 0.00 -0.10 

  3.08 10.11     

 
Quantity: 

 
6.29. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 7.03 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of large parks and gardens at Prescot KGV (Browns Field - 
6.95 ha) and a number of other smaller amenity spaces, which result in 
a significant surplus in the amenity greenspace typology. 
 

6.30. With regard to the above, although there has been recent addition of a 
large play pathfinder facility at Prescot KGV (Browns Field), a marginal 
deficit in this typology remains. Nevertheless the limited scale of this 
deficit relative to the standards indicates that it is questionable whether 
additional facilities are required in the SRA, a conclusion which is more 
dependent on accessibility considerations. 
 

6.31. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA, therefore existing 
deficits remain relative to the quantitative standards for this typology. 
 

6.32. There is a large natural and semi natural site at Carr Lane (8.28 ha) 
which supplements the recreation opportunities in other typologies and 
has the potential to be upgraded to a park in the future. 
 

6.33. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are three grass pitches at 
Prescot KGV (Browns Field), together with a bowling green at Prescot 
Manor Bowling Club which provide a contribution to the provision in 
Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area. This results in a land 
area of 4.77 ha, which equates to a rate of 2.40 ha per 1 000 residents 
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which is far in excess of the Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 
residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA.  
 

6.34. The SRA does have enough provision to meet the quantitative 
standards; through consideration of utilising some surplus amenity 
greenspaces to address typological deficits is required. Assuming this 
is achieved, then the possible release of further greenspace for other 
purposes (e.g. to meet development needs) may be appropriate, and 
would be informed by qualitative and accessibility considerations. 

 
Quality: 

 
6.35. Prescot KGV (Browns Field) has a good range of facilities, including a 

new play pathfinder facility of excellent quality, but requires 
improvement to maximise its recreational potential and improve the 
condition of its outdoor sports provision and associated facilities that 
are currently rated as fair and very poor respectively. It is therefore 
reasonable to identify this site as a priority for investment and 
improvement.  
 

6.36. The need to improve Prescot KGV (Browns Field)‟s role as a focus 
point for recreation and therefore maximise its potential to meet local 
needs is emphasised by the lack of quality of remaining facilities. This 
is noting that the other large site at Wood Lane has low amenity value, 
no existing facilities and is in close proximity to Prescot KGV (Browns 
Field). The remaining sites are primarily small incidental spaces 
focused upon a passive function and therefore have limited active 
recreation benefits. 
 

6.37. Notwithstanding the above, the natural and semi-natural site at Carr 
Lane offers alternative recreational opportunities and has value from an 
environmental and biodiversity perspective given a section of land is 
designated as a Local Wildlife Site. 
 

6.38. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the quality is variable. The playing 
pitches at Prescot KGV (Browns Field) although well used are only 
rated fair in quality given adverse drainage and ground conditions, 
together with very poor changing facilities. In contrast, the bowling 
green at Prescot Manor Bowling Club is under private ownership, but 
comprises good facilities. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
6.39. The number and distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the 

Council‟s 800m accessibility standards for all residential properties. 
However the large amenity greenspaces suitable for active recreation 
are located in the western section, meaning the eastern section is more 
restricted in terms of opportunities in this regard. Unfortunately in this 
context, there is limited land availability within the SRA to address this 
situation, given the existing layout of the residential areas.  
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6.40. The presence of park and gardens at South Prescot ensures that the 1 

200m accessibility distance for the typology is achieved locally for 
residential properties. In addition, there are also catchment overlaps 
from Eaton Street Recreation Ground (SRA24), Henley Park (SRA26) 
and Stadt Moers (SRA27) respectively. There is also potential to 
upgrade Carr Lane woodland in the future to function within this 
typology. 
 

6.41. The presence of the existing children and young people‟s provision at 
Prescot KGV (Browns Field) ensures the 800m accessibility standard 
for this typology is satisfied for the majority of residential properties 
within the SRA, although the eastern and southern extents of the SRA 
remain beyond the required distance.  Nevertheless the accessibility 
requirement is fully satisfied in these areas by catchment overlaps from 
facilities at Eaton Street (SRA24) and Bryer Road (SRA27). 
Furthermore there is an indication that local play facilities may be 
provided as part of the Steley Way development that is ongoing.  
 

6.42. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Molyneux Drive (SRA27) ensures that all residential properties are 
within the 1 600m accessibility distance requirement. Furthermore the 
limited quantitative need for a facility derived from the SRA would also 
justify reliance upon this shared facility, rather than a new facility within 
the SRA given limited land availability. 
 

6.43. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that although facilities in the SRA are fairly 
limited, there are sufficient recreational opportunities remaining within 
the wider Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area to satisfy 
local needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards.  
 

6.44. Map 6.3 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 165. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA26: EAST PRESCOT 

 
Population: 4 332 

 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 3.47 2.21 -1.26 

1.46 

Amenity Greenspace 2.17 5.82 3.65 

Provision for Children 
& Young People 

0.87 0.14 -0.73 

Allotments 0.22 0.00 -0.22 

  6.71 8.17     

 
Quantity: 

 
6.45. Overall this SRA has a small surplus of 1.46 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of a large amenity greenspace at Two Butt Lane (5.06 ha) 
and supplemented by a couple of smaller spaces, which result in a 
significant surplus in this typology. 
 

6.46. In contrast, despite the presence of Henley Park (2.21 ha) and an 
associated new modern play pathfinder facility within the SRA, a large 
deficit remains within both the parks and gardens and provision for 
children and young people typologies. With regard to the latter, noting 
recent investment, the overall quantitative requirement relative to 
current standards appears unrealistic and unachievable, 
notwithstanding accessibility requirements suggesting potential need 
for an additional facility within the SRA. 
 

6.47. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA, therefore existing 
deficits remain relative to the quantitative standards for this typology. 
 

6.48. There are also no natural and semi natural sites in the SRA. 
 

6.49. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are three grass pitches at 
Two Butt Lane, together with two synthetic pitches at Prescot Leisure 
Centre which provide a contribution to the provision in Prescot, Whiston 
and Cronton Community Area. This results in a land area of 4.5 ha, 
which equates to a rate of 1.03 ha per 1 000 residents which is lower 
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than the Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied 
pro-rata for the SRA.  
 

6.50. With regard to the existing typological deficits, it should be noted that 
land opportunities remain limited for additional provision, aside from 
exploring the possibility of securing public use of existing facilities at 
Prescot CP school, or alternative consideration of the potential future 
contribution of the now vacant former St. Edmund Arrowsmith school 
site which is not currently accessible or in use as greenspace following 
closure of the facility in 2009. Similarly there is another vacant site at 
the former BICC Social Club that although designated as urban 
greenspace does not contribute to the standards and is not publicly 
accessible. Any future use or release of these sites should also be 
informed by the context of conclusions of the Playing Pitch Assessment 
and Strategy in terms of current and future need for outdoor sports 
provision, whilst being mindful of the potential benefits of enabling 
development to bring a proportion of the land back into a greenspace 
use for public benefit. 

 
Quality: 

 
6.51. Henley Park is classified as a high level / facilities park which has 

recently been upgraded due to the addition of a new play pathfinder 
facility of excellent quality that has diversified the recreation 
opportunities available to satisfy local needs. The quality of the park is 
excellent, a rating that has been consistently retained since 2008 in 
accordance with its Green Flag award status.  
 

6.52. The high quality provision in the parks and gardens typology is 
supplemented by a localised good quality amenity greenspace at 
Honeybourne Drive, together with lesser quality spaces at Two Butt 
Lane and Edward Road, which nevertheless are well used for a variety 
of recreational activities. Two Butt Lane in particular has a greater 
recreation potential if existing drainage issues on the site could be 
resolved. In contrast, the locality is less well served by passive amenity 
greenspaces, due to the dense residential setting which has limited 
incidental spaces that are prevalent in other areas. 
 

6.53. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the quality is variable. The playing 
pitches at Two Butt Lane although well used are only rated fair in 
quality given adverse drainage and ground conditions, whereas in 
contrast, the synthetic pitches at Prescot Leisure Centre comprises 
good facilities, although the associated facilities are in need of 
improvement. In this regard, a new Prescot Leisure Centre building and 
improvements to the pitch provision have recent been granted planning 
permission. 
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Accessibility: 
 
6.54. The presence of Henley Park within the SRA ensures that the 1 200m 

accessibility distance for the typology is achieved locally for all 
residential properties.  
 

6.55. The number and distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the 
Council‟s 800m accessibility standards for all residential properties. 
However the large amenity greenspaces suitable for active recreation 
are located in the eastern section, meaning that the western section is 
more restricted in terms of opportunities. Unfortunately this immediate 
locality has limited land availability to improve this situation, although 
the former BICC Social Club site is in fairly close proximity and 
therefore potential measures to secure additional land for public use in 
this location should be considered. 
 

6.56. The presence of the existing children and young people‟s provision at 
Henley Park also ensures the 800m accessibility standard for this 
typology is satisfied for the majority of residential properties within the 
SRA. Nevertheless the north western section of the SRA beyond 
Prescot CP school is outside this required distance. Unfortunately this 
immediate locality has limited land availability to accommodate an 
additional facility to address the deficit. However the former BICC 
Social Club site is in fairly close proximity and therefore potential 
measures to secure additional land for public use in this location should 
be considered. This is particularly important, in view of the absence of 
overlapping catchments in adjacent SRAs. 
 

6.57. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Molyneux Drive (SRA27) ensures that all residential properties are 
within the 1 600m accessibility distance requirement. Furthermore in 
this context, the limited quantitative need for a facility derived from the 
SRA may justify reliance upon this shared facility, rather than a new 
facility within the SRA, although opportunities should be considered 
given potential land availability. 
 

6.58. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that in addition to the varied facilities in the 
SRA, there are sufficient recreational opportunities remaining within the 
wider Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area to satisfy local 
needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards. This is also noting that 
Eccleston Park Golf Club and Holt Lane Playing Fields directly adjoin 
the SRA / Knowsley Boundary at Two Butt Lane and Holt Lane 
respectively and are therefore easily accessible to local residents. 
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6.59. Map 6.4 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 165. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA27: CROSS LANE 

 
Population: 7 298 
 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 
Overall SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 5.84 28.64 22.80 

26.09 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

3.65 7.99 4.34 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

1.46 0.21 -1.25 

Allotments 0.36 0.56 0.20 

  11.31 37.40     

 
Quantity: 

 
6.60. Overall this SRA has a significant surplus of 26.09 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due 
to the presence of a large section of Stadt Moers Park (28.64 ha) and a 
large amenity greenspace comprising the Whiston Greenway (2.36 ha) 
supplemented by a number of other substantial sites, which contribute 
to large surpluses within their respective typologies. 
 

6.61. Within the SRA there are also two sites providing children and young 
people facilities at Bryer Road (0.15 ha) and a new play pathfinder 
facility within Stadt Moers Park (0.06 ha), however there still remains a 
significant deficit of 1.25 ha.  In this context, noting the recent 
investment, the overall quantitative requirement relative to the current 
standard appears unrealistic and unachievable, notwithstanding 
accessibility requirements suggesting potential need for an additional 
facility within the SRA. 
 

6.62. The presence of the Molyneux Drive allotment facilities ensures that 
the quantitative requirements for allotment provision is achieved in 
accordance with the adopted standards. 
 

6.63. No natural or semi natural sites are present within the SRA. 
 

6.64. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the contribution to the provision in 
Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area is limited to bowling 
greens at the George and Dragon PH and a synthetic pitch at Old 
Colliery Road. This results in a land area of only 0.19 ha, which 
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equates to a rate of 0.03 ha per 1 000 residents which is far below the 
Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata 
for the SRA.  
 

6.65. With regard to the above, aside from exploring the possibility of 
securing public use of existing facilities at St. Mary and St. Pauls CE 
Primary School and St. Lukes Catholic Primary School, alternative 
consideration should be given to the potential future contribution of any 
surplus amenity greenspace following appraisal in terms of quality and 
accessibility requirements.  Any future use or release of these sites 
should also be informed by the context of conclusions of the Playing 
Pitch Assessment and Strategy in terms of current and future need for 
outdoor sports provision. Potential release of surplus sites for other 
development needs should only be encouraged in the event that the 
land is not required for additional outdoor sports provision or is 
otherwise unsuitable in this regard due to scale, shape or ground 
conditions. 

 
Quality: 

 
6.66. The section of Stadt Moers Park within the SRA of 28.64 ha is 

approaching a third of the overall land area of 80 ha+ in total; and is one 
of the accessible gateways from the Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
Community Area to Knowsley‟s largest publicly accessible park and 
garden. The overall quality of the park has improved from a poor rating 
in 2008 to a good rating at present. Stadt Moers in its entirety is 
classified as one of only four Borough parks within Knowsley and now 
offers a range of recreation opportunities and community facilities, 
including a visitor centre, a modern and excellent quality children‟s play 
area (within the SRA) and guided walks supplementing a predominantly 
environmental focus given the transformation of formerly derelict land to 
public open space. This has also resulted in a total of four Local Wildlife 
sites within Stadt Moers (one of which is present within the SRA) and 
the site being considered an essential part of the strategic greenspace 
comprising the Whiston to Cronton corridor. 
 

6.67. The high quality provision in the parks and gardens typology is 
supplemented by a localised good quality amenity greenspace 
comprising the Whiston Greenway which is a spur of the strategic 
greenspace comprising Whiston to Cronton corridor and supports a 
sustrans cycle route linking through to Huyton. There is also a multitude 
of large active and smaller passive amenity spaces providing a variety 
of localised recreational opportunities. Nevertheless the quality between 
these spaces varies significantly with some spaces such as Lovett Drive 
and Willow Avenue being attractive well used spaces in contrast to 
others such as Ash Grove and Shaw Lane that are landlocked, in poor 
condition and sparsely used as the access is gated. 
 

6.68. In terms of the provision for children and young people, the Bryer Road 
playground has recently been upgraded as part of the play pathfinder 
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investment and has therefore demonstrated improvement to an 
excellent quality rating from a fair quality rating in 2008. In addition, the 
Stadt Moers playground is a new facility provided as part of the play 
pathfinder initiative and is also rated as excellent quality. 
 

6.69. The allotment facilities at Molyneux Drive have been subject to recent 
improvement through self management by the local community, 
demonstrated by the current good quality rating compared to the fair 
quality rating in 2008. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
6.70. The presence of Stadt Moers within the SRA ensures that the 1 200m 

accessibility distance for the parks and gardens typology is achieved 
locally for all residential properties. Furthermore, even though this 
facility is located to the western section, it is easily accessible from the 
eastern area via the Whiston Greenway.  
 

6.71. The number and distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the 
Council‟s 800m accessibility standards for all residential properties. 
Furthermore the large amenity greenspaces are distributed throughout 
the SRA ensuring localised access to active recreation opportunities. 
 

6.72. The presence of the existing children and young people‟s provision at 
Bryer Road and Stadt Moers ensures the 800m accessibility standard 
for this typology is satisfied for the majority of residential properties 
within the SRA. Nevertheless the north eastern section of the SRA 
focused around Brook Street, Cook Street and a small section of Shaw 
Lane is outside this required distance. Localised opportunities to 
address this deficiency should be considered, however any course of 
action should be mindful of the close proximity to the facilities at Henley 
Park (SRA26) which has a catchment overlap ensuring the 800m 
accessibility distance is satisfied. 
 

6.73. Molyneux Drive allotment facilities are located within the SRA and 
therefore ensure that the 1 600m accessibility distance required is 
achieved for all properties in accordance with the adopted standards. 
The facility also has an overlapping catchment that serves 
neighbouring SRAs that would be otherwise deficient. 
 

6.74. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that although there are limited facilities 
existing in the SRA, there are sufficient recreational opportunities 
remaining within the wider Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community 
Area to satisfy local needs for access to a range of sporting 
opportunities, despite the overall quantitative deficit.  
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6.75. Map 6.5 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 165. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B.
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SRA28: MILTON AVENUE 

 
Population: 1 967 

 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 1.57 0.00 -1.57 

-2.14 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

0.98 0.91 -0.07 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.39 0.00 -0.39 

Allotments 0.10 0.00 -0.10 

  3.05 0.91     

 
Quantity: 

 
6.76. Overall this SRA has a deficit of 2.14 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to a deficit in 
all four typologies of public open space, including an absence of 
provision relating to parks and gardens, provision for children and 
young people and allotments. There are also no natural or semi natural 
sites within the SRA. 
 

6.77. In the context of the above, the only greenspaces provided relative to 
the SRA quantitative standards are amenity greenspaces, with the 
largest space being Shelley Place (0.22 ha) with the majority being 
incidental spaces consequential of the dense residential layout. As 
previously mentioned, a marginal deficit of land in this typology 
remains. 
 

6.78. In terms of the ability to address the above deficits, the SRA has limited 
land availability within the residential area to the western section due to 
the dense layout and is constrained to the eastern section due to the 
presence of Whiston Hospital, St. Edmund Arrowsmith CfL and an 
employment area. Therefore additional land to address the overall 
deficit is unlikely to be identified. Furthermore the existing amenity 
greenspaces appear too small to be upgraded to other typologies. 
 

6.79. With regard to outdoor sports provision, the contribution to the 
provision in Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area is 
significant, with community access secured to facilities at both St. 
Edmund Arrowsmith CfL and Whiston Willis CP School. This results in 
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a cumulative land area of 5.7 ha, which equates to a rate of 2.90 ha per 
1 000 residents which is far in excess of the Council standard of 1.85 
ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA. There are no 
greenspace sites or vacant land within the SRA which appears to be of 
a suitable scale or shape to add to this provision. 

 
Quality: 

  
6.80. Aside from the good quality outdoor sports facilities at St. Edmund 

Arrowsmith CfL and Whiston Willis CP School, the SRA is poorly 
served by publicly accessible greenspace, with the majority of those 
existing being of an incidental nature with low recreational value. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
6.81. The absence of parks and gardens within the SRA ensures that the 1 

200m accessibility distance for the typology cannot be sustained by 
localised facilities. However the presence of overlapping catchments 
from Henley Park (SRA26) adjoining the northern boundary, Stadt 
Moers (SRA27) close to the western boundary and Whitestone 
Millennium Green (SRA30) close to the southern boundary, ensures 
that the accessibility requirement is achieved for all properties. In this 
context, both Henley Park and Stadt Moers are easily accessible from 
Dragon Lane, whereas Whitestone Millennium Green can be accessed 
via a footbridge from Pinnington Road. 
 

6.82. The number and distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the 
Council‟s 800m accessibility standards for all residential properties, 
although the small scale of the spaces limits the localised active 
recreation opportunities available to residents. However the northern 
and western sections are in close proximity to the Whiston Greenway 
(SRA27) which provides some mitigation. 
 

6.83. The absence of existing children and young people‟s provision 
prevents the 800m accessibility standard for this typology being 
satisfied by facilities within the SRA. However as per the parks and 
gardens, the presence of overlapping catchments from facilities within 
Henley Park (SRA26) adjoining the northern boundary, Stadt Moers 
(SRA27) close to the western boundary and Whitestone Millennium 
Green (SRA30) close to the southern boundary, ensures that the 
accessibility requirement is achieved for all properties. There are also 
additional MUGA facilities available at St. Edmund Arrowsmith Centre 
for Learning outside of school hours. 
 

6.84. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Molyneux Drive (SRA27) ensures that all residential properties are 
within the 1 600m accessibility distance requirement. Furthermore the 
limited quantitative need for a facility derived from the SRA justifies 
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reliance upon this shared facility, rather than a new facility given 
minimal land availability. 
 

6.85. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This suggests that in addition to the varied facilities in the 
SRA, there are sufficient recreational opportunities remaining within the 
wider Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area to satisfy local 
needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards.  
 

6.86. Map 6.6 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 165. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA29: WINDY ARBOR 

 
Population: 1 696 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 1.36 37.15 35.79 

35.51 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

0.85 0.99 0.14 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.34 0.00 -0.34 

Allotments 0.08 0.00 -0.08 

  2.63 38.14     

 
Quantity: 

 
6.87. Overall this SRA has a significant surplus of 35.51 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due 
to the presence of a large section of Stadt Moers Park (37.15ha) which 
contributes to a substantial surplus in this typology. 
 

6.88. In addition to the above, there is also a marginal surplus in the amenity 
greenspace typology due to large sites at Paradise Lane (0.52 ha) and 
Jubilee Drive (0.34 ha), although there is only a single smaller space at 
Cronton Avenue (0.13 ha) otherwise. 
 

6.89. The absence of provision for children and young people and allotment 
facilities, results in a deficit in both of these individual typologies. 
However the latter deficit is only marginal due to the comparatively low 
population within the SRA. 
 

6.90. There are no natural or semi natural sites within the SRA. 
 

6.91. With regard to typological deficits in the SRA, the areas of amenity 
greenspace do not appear to be suitable in terms of scale, shape or 
location to be upgraded to allotment facilities, but may be capable of 
accommodating provision for children and young people. 
 

6.92. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the locality offers no contribution 
to Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area calculations against 
the adopted Council standards. Furthermore there appears to be 
limited land within the SRA to provide new outdoor sports provision, as 
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the amenity greenspaces are insufficient in size and unsuitable in 
shape, whereas the function, access and ground conditions of Stadt 
Moers also appears incompatible in most areas. However a section of 
land to the rear of Halsnead Avenue may have potential if required 
given its character is different to the remainder of the park and has an 
appearance not dissimilar to amenity greenspace. However any future 
use would need to be sympathetic to an adjacent Local Wildlife Site. 

  
Quality: 

 
6.93. The section of Stadt Moers Park within the SRA at 37.15 ha is 

approaching half of the overall land area of 80 ha+ in total; and is one of 
the accessible gateways from the Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
Community Area to Knowsley‟s largest publicly accessible park and 
garden. The overall quality of the park has improved from a poor rating 
in 2008 to a good rating at present. Stadt Moers in its entirety is 
classified as one of only four Borough parks within Knowsley and now 
offers a range of recreation opportunities and community facilities, 
including a visitor centre, a modern and excellent quality children‟s play 
area (not within the SRA) and guided walks supplementing a 
predominantly environmental focus given the transformation of formerly 
derelict land to public open space. This has also resulted in a total of 
four Local Wildlife sites within Stadt Moers (two of which are located 
within the SRA) and the site being considered an essential part of the 
strategic greenspace comprising the Whiston to Cronton corridor. In this 
regard, there is also an additional Local Wildlife Site on the section of 
Whiston to Cronton corridor adjoining Stadt Moers Park and Huyton 
Business Park. 
 

6.94. The value of the facilities at Stadt Moers Park is emphasised by the 
otherwise limited range of recreation facilities distributed within the 
SRA, with only amenity spaces otherwise present, which do not include 
formal facilities and consequently are low quality with limited active 
recreational value. In this context, a reasonable priority for the SRA 
would be to focus consideration for future investment on continual 
improvements and maintenance of Stadt Moers Park, together with 
exploring the potential of improvements to the larger sites at Paradise 
Lane and Jubilee Drive to raise their quality and diversify their function. 
Nevertheless opportunities in terms of the amenity greenspaces may be 
limited by their scale. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
6.95. The presence of Stadt Moers Park within the SRA ensures that the 1 

200m accessibility distance for the typology is achieved locally for all 
residential properties.  
 

6.96. The distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties, although the small 
scale of the spaces limits the localised active recreation opportunities 
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available to residents, although the presence of Stadt Moers Park 
mitigates any deficiency in this regard. 
 

6.97. The absence of existing children and young people‟s provision 
prevents the 800m accessibility standard for this typology being 
satisfied by facilities within the SRA. However as per the parks and 
gardens, the presence of overlapping catchments from facilities within 
Stadt Moers Park (SRA27) close to the northern boundary and 
Whitestone Millennium Green (SRA30), Lickers Lane (SRA30) and 
Foxshaw Close (SRA30) all of which are close to the eastern boundary, 
ensures that the accessibility requirement is achieved for all properties. 
In particular, the Foxshaw Close site actually serves a larger proportion 
of SRA29 within its 800m catchment at present, than SRA30 within 
which it is located, and is easily accessible from the southern section. 
 

6.98. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Stadt Moers Park (SRA16) and Molyneux Drive (SRA27) ensures that 
all residential properties are within the 1 600m accessibility distance 
requirement. Furthermore in this context, the limited quantitative need 
for a facility derived from the SRA justifies reliance upon this shared 
facility, rather than a new facility given minimal land availability. 
 

6.99. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that despite the absence of facilities in the 
SRA, there are sufficient recreational opportunities remaining within the 
wider Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area to satisfy local 
needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards.  
 

6.100. Map 6.7 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 165. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA30: LICKERS LANE 

 
Population: 5 061 

 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 
Overall SRA 

Position 

Parks & 
Gardens 

4.05 1.24 -2.81 

2.08 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

2.53 8.38 5.85 

Provision for 
Children & 
Young People 

1.01 0.30 -0.71 

Allotments 0.25 0.00 -0.25 

  7.84 9.92     

 
Quantity: 

 
6.101. Overall this SRA has a small surplus of 2.08 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of a large amenity greenspace at Lickers Lane Playing Fields 
(3.33 ha) and supplemented by mix of other spaces of varying scale, 
which results in a significant surplus in this typology. 
 

6.102. However despite the presence of Whitestone Millennium Green (1.24 
ha), a large deficit remains within the parks and gardens typology.  
 

6.103. There is also a substantial deficit in the provision for children and young 
people typology, despite three existing locations; a MUGA at 
Whitestone Millennium Green, a new play pathfinder facility at Lickers 
Lane, whilst a facility at Foxshaw Close that has been recently 
upgraded with additional facilities. In this regard and noting recent 
investment, the overall quantitative requirement relative to current 
standards appears unrealistic and unachievable. 
 

6.104. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA, therefore existing 
deficits remain relative to the quantitative standards for this typology.  
 

6.105. There are four natural and semi natural sites in the SRA, providing 
additional recreation opportunities and comprising a cumulative land 
area of 3.78 ha, with the largest proportion at Penny Wood (2.73 ha) 
which also contains 2 Local Wildlife Sites. 
 

6.106. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are grass pitches at Lickers 
Lane, together with a bowling green at the Horseshoe PH which provide 
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a contribution to the provision in Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
Community Area. This results in a land area of 3.5 ha, which equates to 
a rate of 0.69 ha per 1 000 residents which is lower than the Council 
standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the 
SRA.   
 

6.107. With regard to the above, aside from exploring the possibility of 
securing public use of existing facilities at Halsnead CP School and St. 
Leos and Southmead Catholic Primary School, alternative consideration 
of the potential future contribution of any surplus amenity greenspace is 
required with appraisal relative to quality and accessibility requirements.  
Any future use or release of these sites should also be informed by the 
context of conclusions of the Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy in 
terms of current and future need for outdoor sports provision.  
 

6.108. Potential release of surplus sites for other development needs should 
only be encouraged in the event that the land is not required for 
additional outdoor sports provision or is otherwise unsuitable in this 
regard due to scale, shape or ground conditions. 

 
Quality: 

 
6.109. Whitestone Millennium Green is classified as a high level / facilities park 

which has recently been upgraded due to the addition of a MUGA of 
good quality that has diversified the recreation opportunities available to 
satisfy local needs.  
 

6.110. The good quality provision in the parks and gardens typology is 
supplemented by localised good quality amenity greenspace at Lickers 
Lane Playing Fields, together with varying quality spaces distributed 
throughout the SRA, which have variety usage for recreational 
activities, accessibility and passive functions. 
 

6.111. Foxshaw Close amenity greenspace and its associated playgrounds are 
considered to be excellent quality facilities and perform an important 
role within the SRA. Similarly the new play pathfinder facility adjacent to 
Lickers Lane is also rated as excellent quality.   
 

6.112. Natural and semi natural sites provide varied recreation opportunities 
from those measured against existing standards, with the community 
woodland Penny Wood currently being rated as fair quality with only 
marginal improvements in recent years. As a consequence it is 
reasonable to identify this location as a priority for future investment and 
improvement given it also contains 2 Local Wildlife Sites. 
 

6.113. The SRA also contains modern cemetery facilities at Knowsley 
Cemetery on Fox‟s Bank Lane, Whiston providing the benchmark of 
quality having been awarded a Green Flag. 
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6.114. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the quality is variable. The playing 
pitches at Lickers Lane Playing Fields are well used and rated as good 
quality, whereas in contrast, the bowling green at the Horseshoe PH 
does not appear to have been in recent use. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
6.115. The presence of Whitestone Millennium Green within the SRA ensures 

that the 1 200m accessibility distance for the parks and gardens 
typology is achieved locally for all residential properties.  
 

6.116. The distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties, with varying scales 
of provision throughout the SRA ensuring diverse recreation 
opportunities to meet local needs. 
 

6.117. The existing children and young people‟s provision at Foxshaw Close, 
Lickers Lane and Whitestone Millennium Green ensures the 800m 
accessibility standard for this typology being satisfied by facilities within 
the SRA.  
 

6.118. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Stadt Moers Park (SRA16) and Molyneux Drive (SRA27) ensures that 
the majority of residential properties are within the 1 600m accessibility 
distance requirement. However this excludes a significant proportion of 
Hasnead Park including the residential properties therein, therefore 
opportunities should be considered to address this deficit. 
 

6.119. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that despite the limited diversity of facilities in 
the SRA, there are sufficient recreational opportunities remaining within 
the wider Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area to satisfy 
local needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards. This is also noting that 
Blundells Park Golf Course directly adjoins the SRA / Knowsley 
Boundary at Fox‟s Bank Lane and is therefore easily accessible to local 
residents. 
 

6.120. Map 6.8 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 165. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA31: CRONTON VILLAGE 

 
Population: 1 182 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 0.95 1.75 0.80 

0.46 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

0.59 0.38 -0.21 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.24 0.16 -0.08 

Allotments 0.06 0.00 -0.06 

  1.83 2.29     

 
Quantity: 

 
6.121. Overall this SRA has a marginal surplus of 0.46 ha of public open 

space relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due 
to the presence of The Pasture (1.7 ha), which together with the small 
garden at the War Memorial, Smithy Lane, accounts for a small surplus 
in the parks and gardens typology.  
 

6.122. Although the overall parks and gardens provision is small scale 
compared to other areas, the surplus is reflective of the comparatively 
low population which therefore derives limited local needs for 
greenspaces; nevertheless the remaining typologies are all in marginal 
deficit. This is notwithstanding the presence of an amenity greenspace 
at Houghton Croft (0.38 ha) with dual natural and semi-natural function, 
together with a provision for children and young people in the form of a 
new play pathfinder at The Pasture.  
 

6.123. In terms of the ability to address the above deficits, the SRA has limited 
land availability within the residential area due to the dense layout in an 
otherwise rural location surrounded by Green Belt. This is particularly 
noting that The Pasture already includes a play facility, together with 
the typological deficits remaining marginal and alternative recreation 
opportunities offered by the surrounding rural area. 
 

6.124. With regard to outdoor sports provision, the contribution to the 
provision in Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area is provided 
by grass pitches at The Pasture together with a multi sport facility at 
Parklands which is located to the south of the SRA boundary on 
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Chapel Lane. This results in a cumulative land area of 3.03 ha, which 
equates to a rate of 2.56 ha per 1 000 residents which is far in excess 
of the Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied 
pro-rata for the SRA. There are no greenspace sites or vacant land 
within the SRA which appear to be of a suitable scale or shape to add 
to this provision, other than exploring the potential to secure community 
use of playing fields at Cronton C of E Primary School or Holy Family 
Catholic Primary School. 

 
Quality: 

 
6.125. The Pasture is classified as a high level / facilities park which is 

currently rated as excellent quality, which is a significant improvement 
from the fair rating in 2008 arising from recent investment. This 
included a new play pathfinder of excellent quality that has diversified 
the recreation opportunities available to satisfy local needs.  
 

6.126. The good quality provision in the parks and gardens typology is 
supplemented by a lower quality amenity greenspace at Houghton 
Croft with a dual natural and semi-natural function. 
 

6.127. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the quality is high. The playing 
pitches at Hall Lane are rated as good quality, as are Parklands playing 
pitches and associated facilities which are well used. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
6.128. The presence of The Pasture within the SRA ensures that the 1 200m 

accessibility distance for the typology is achieved locally for all 
residential properties.  
 

6.129. The single amenity greenspace at Houghton Croft satisfies the 
Council‟s 800m accessibility standards for all residential properties. 
 

6.130. The existing children and young people‟s provision at The Pasture 
ensures the 800m accessibility standard for this typology being 
satisfied for all properties within the SRA.  
 

6.131. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective 
relative to the 1 600m adopted distance requirement. In this regard, 
given the isolated location of Cronton, opportunities should be 
considered to provide a facility within the SRA to meet localised need; 
however this may not be viable given the marginal demand generated 
by the low population and the limited land availability within the 
settlement. 
 

6.132. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. This means that in addition to the facilities associated to 
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the SRA, there are sufficient recreational opportunities remaining within 
the wider Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area to satisfy 
local needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards. This is also noting that 
there is also a large multi sport facility at Wilmere Lane, together with a 
smaller facility at Ford Sports and Social Club both of which are in 
Halton but in close proximity to the SRA / Knowsley boundaries. 
 

6.133. Map 6.9 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 165. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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Halewood Community Area 

 
Summary of provision in Halewood 

 
7.1. Overall Halewood Community Area has 93.92 ha of public open space 

contributing to existing adopted standards (actual total following 
deduction of dual functionality in terms of outdoor sports provision and 
amenity greenspace / parks and gardens). However the distribution of 
provision is varied with 5 of its SRAs in a position of overall surplus and 
2 SRAs in a position of overall deficit.  
 

7.2. Halewood Community Area has a cumulative surplus of amenity 
greenspace, however the level of amenity greenspace surplus is 
generally lower than other community areas at 17.27 ha overall, with 2 of 
the 7 SRAs are actually in deficit relative to this typology.  Furthermore 
these areas represent a lower quality provision, with often low 
recreational value and low amenity value with little or no provision of 
facilities.  Surpluses therefore represent a resource in some local areas 
that could be improved to meet shortages within other typologies, to 
serve either as high quality amenity greenspace with additional 
investment or be considered to address other requirements for additional 
housing or employment land within the Borough.  
 

7.3. The area is served by a number of Knowsley‟s important parks and 
gardens comprising Frensham Park, Grace Park, Halewood Doorstep 
Green and Halewood Park. However localised deficiencies still remain in 
2 SRAs, notwithstanding a significant surplus of land area comprising 
36.35 ha when considered relative to cumulative need associated to the 
Halewood area population. Nevertheless this is a reflection of the 
presence of large provision at Halewood Park (27.96 ha) and other high 
level parks that serve a broader catchment than their immediate SRA, 
and does not imply that any of the facilities are necessarily surplus to 
requirements given their functional value for recreation purposes. There 
is also an important network of green space associated to Halewood 
Park which forms part of the Halewood Triangle linking the Trans-
Pennine Trail and the National Cycle Network, and Gateacre to the 
North West of Halewood to Halewood Station. This is considered to be 
as an important green link forming an important strategic link and allows 
for sustainable forms of transportation to take place as well as sustaining 
valuable biodiversity (flora and fauna) across the Borough. The 
Halewood Park section of the green link also corresponds with a Local 
Wildlife Site at present.  
 

7.4. With regard to the children and young people typology, there is a land 
area deficit of 1.85 ha when considered against adopted UDP standards 
and applied pro-rata to the Halewood area population. However this is 
despite the recent investment in the addition of modern play pathfinder 
facilities, and therefore the actual need for additional facilities is based 
upon more localised accessibility deficiencies. Strict application of the 
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current standards for quantity purposes alone would necessitate 
additional provision in areas where quality and accessibility has been 
optimised through recent investment. This suggests the current 
standards are potentially too high and unachievable in some areas. 
 

7.5. There is only a single allotment site within Halewood at Holland Park 
(SRA38), which has 8 plots. Localised deficiencies are therefore 
identifiable, together with a marginal deficiency overall of 0.83 ha when 
considered against adopted UDP standards and applied pro-rata to the 
Halewood area population. In this context, it is reasonable to consider 
that the standards of 0.05 ha and 1 600m accessibility distance are not 
always intended to translate to individual facilities in each SRA and 
therefore new site(s) in an appropriate location to address existing 
deficiencies against the accessibility standards would be most 
appropriate. 
 
Outdoor Sports Provision in Halewood Community Area 
 

7.6. Halewood Community Area has a population of 21 472 (derived from 
ONS: Mid Year Population Estimates 2009). The population of the 
Prescot, Whiston and Cronton Community Area therefore requires 39.72 
ha of outdoor sports provision when measured against the standard 
contained in the UDP for this typology (1.85 ha per 1 000 residents). In 
terms of provision of outdoor sports facilities / playing fields, there are 
31.87 ha of Outdoor Sports Provision in Halewood - a deficit of 14.84 ha.  
However unlike the areas of surplus within Knowsley, this community 
area does not contain a golf course and therefore the actual provision of 
playing pitches and other faciltiies is not disproportionately lower than 
others relative to population size. 
 

7.7. Additional work is required through a separate Playing Pitch Assessment 
and Strategy to determine whether there is a requirement for additional 
playing pitch facilities, as standards relating to land area alone does not 
reflect efficiency and / or inefficiency of actual provision relative to 
localised need. 
 
Provision of other typologies of public open space 
 

7.8. Of the four standards taken from the SPD (Parks and Gardens; Amenity 
Greenspace; Provision for Children and Young People; and Allotments), 
Halewood has a requirement for 33.28 ha. There are currently 84.22 ha 
within these typologies, an overall surplus of 50.94 ha.  
 

7.9. In addition to the above, there are also 9.24 ha of outdoor sports 
provision that is available for school use only. 
 

7.10. Notwithstanding the above, only parks and gardens and amenity 
greenspace are in surplus, against current standards, indicating that 
there is a requirement for improved quantitative provision within the 
other typologies to work towards meeting the UDP standards. The 
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majority of these deficiencies should be addressed if possible, with 
identification of where this could be achieved most practicably. In this 
context, utilising surplus amenity greenspace should be prioritised before 
considering potential release of surplus land for other development 
needs. 
 
Other public open space provision 
 

7.11. Halewood Community Area also has 48.25 ha of accessible Natural and 
Semi Natural sites not included in other typologies and 7.75 ha of 
Cemeteries / Churchyards.  
 
Map of Halewood Community Area 
 

7.12. On the following page, is a Map 7.1 indicating the boundary of Halewood 
community area.  
 

7.13. The subsequent sub-sections provide a more detailed assessment of 
provision in each SRA, including those forms of public open space to 
which the standards operate at SRA level and looking more closely at 
issues of localised quantity quality and accessibility.  
 
The sub-sections includes individual SRA maps, colour coded with the 
large sites labelled accordingly.  The standard key for the SRA maps is 
as below; 

 
Typology Amenity  

Greenspace 
Parks & 
Gardens 

Children & 
Young 
People 

Allotments Outdoor 
Sports 

Colour      

 

Other coded areas are; 
 

Typology Outdoor 
Sports 

(Schools) 

OS 
(Other 

LA) 

Natural & 
Semi 

Natural 

Cemeteries Private 
Greenspace 

Colour      
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SRA32: MACKETTS LANE 

 
Population: 4 607 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 3.69 9.96 6.27 

12.46 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

2.30 8.90 6.60 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.92 0.74 -0.18 

Allotments 0.23 0.00 -0.23 

  7.14 19.60     

 
Quantity:  

 
7.14. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 12.46 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of the adjoining Halewood Park (8.23 ha), which is attributed 
only a 4th of the total of the overall size of 32.94 ha to avoid a double 
count in the calculations given the provision is shared between 4 SRAs. 
This is supplemented by Frensham Park (1.73 ha) which in cumulative 
results in a large surplus in the parks and gardens, together with large 
areas at Arncliffe Road (5.88 ha) and Frederick Lunt Playing Fields 
(2.68 ha) that result in a large surplus in the amenity greenspace 
typology. There is also an additional natural and semi natural sites in 
the SRA at Edenhall Drive (2.36 ha), providing additional recreation 
opportunities. 
 

7.15. In contrast, there is a marginal deficit in the provision for children and 
young people typology, despite three existing locations; a play area 
and MUGA at Arncliffe Road, a play area at Frensham Park and a 
shared play facility at Halewood Park (1/2 share in calculation to avoid 
double count with SRA33 - located in middle of park between 
accesses). The facilities at Frensham Park and Halewood Park have 
been recently upgraded with additional facilities through the play 
pathfinder initiative. In this regard and noting recent investment, the 
overall quantitative requirement relative to current standards appears 
unrealistic and unachievable. 
 

7.16. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA; therefore existing 
deficits remain relative to the quantitative standards for this typology. 
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7.17. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are grass pitches at Arncliffe 
Road and Frederick Lunt Playing Fields which provide a contribution to 
the provision in Halewood Community Area. This results in a 
cumulative land area of 8.15 ha, which equates to a rate of 1.77 ha per 
1 000 residents which is marginally lower than the Council standard of 
1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA.  
 

7.18. With regard to the above, aside from exploring the possibility of 
securing public use of existing facilities at Holy Family Catholic Primary 
School, alternative consideration of the potential future contribution of 
any surplus amenity greenspace or vacant sites, such as the former 
Macketts school is required with appraisal relative to quality and 
accessibility requirements.  Any future use or release of these sites 
should also be informed by the context of conclusions of the Playing 
Pitch Assessment and Strategy in terms of current and future need for 
outdoor sports provision.  

 
Quality: 

 
7.19. Halewood Park is classified as one of only four Borough parks within 

Knowsley and now offers a range of recreation opportunities and 
community facilities, including the Trans-Pennine Trail linkage, an 
environment centre which runs events and ranger activities for the local 
community and an excellent quality play pathfinder facility. The overall 
quality of the park has now improved from a fair rating in 2008 to its 
current excellent rating through recent investment and it is expected to 
attain a Green Flag Award in 2011/12. The park is also designated as a 
Local Wildlife Site and is an essential part of the strategic greenspace 
comprising the Halewood Triangle. This is supplemented by the 
associated natural and semi natural site at Edenhall Drive. 
 

7.20. Frensham Park has recently been upgrade to the parks and gardens 
typology from amenity greenspace following the addition of a play 
pathfinder scheme of excellent quality. It is considered to be a high 
level facilities park, providing opportunities for a range of formal and 
informal activities, with a good quality rating at present. 
 

7.21. The good quality provision in the parks and gardens typology is 
supplemented by localised amenity greenspace, together with varying 
quality spaces distributed throughout the SRA, which have a variety of 
usage for recreational activities, accessibility and passive functions. For 
example, Arncliffe Playing Fields, which are leased to Halewood Town 
Council, provide an amenity greenspace function together with a good 
quality sports hub facility whilst accommodating the town council 
building and a playground, which is of poor quality and in need of 
improvement. Similarly, Frederick Lunt Playing Fields also have an 
amenity greenspace function together with good quality pitch provision 
that are well used, but remains deficient in associated facilities and 
therefore is in need of some improvement. 
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7.22. The remaining spaces distributed within the SRA are amenity 
greenspaces offering a passive function and consequently are low 
quality with no active recreational value. In this context, a reasonable 
priority for the SRA would be to focus consideration for future 
investment on continual improvements and maintenance of Halewood 
Park and Frensham Park, together with exploring the potential of 
improvements to the larger multi functional sites at Arncliffe Road and 
Frederick Lunt Playing Fields to raise their quality and further diversify 
their function.  
 
Accessibility: 

 
7.23. The presence of Halewood Park and Frensham Park within the SRA 

ensures that the 1 200m accessibility distance for the parks and 
gardens typology is achieved locally for all residential properties.  
 

7.24. The distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties, with varying scales 
of provision throughout the SRA ensuring diverse recreation 
opportunities to meet local needs. 
 

7.25. The existing children and young people‟s provision at Halewood Park, 
Frensham Park and Arncliffe Road ensures the 800m accessibility 
standard for this typology is satisfied by facilities within the SRA.  
 

7.26. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Holland Park (SRA38) ensures that the southern section of residential 
properties are within the 1 600m accessibility distance requirement. 
Nevertheless given the remaining deficiency and noting that the 
facilities are not easily accessible to local residents, suitable 
opportunities for a new facility within the SRA should be considered 
prior to potential release for alternative development. 
 

7.27. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. The diverse facilities available in the SRA, are 
supplemented by other recreational opportunities remaining within the 
wider Halewood Community Area which are sufficient to satisfy local 
needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards. This is also noting that 
Woolton Golf Course directly adjoins the SRA / Knowsley Boundary at 
Macketts Lane and is therefore easily accessible to local residents. 
 

7.28. Map 7.2 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 203. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA33: OKELL DRIVE 

 
Population: 3 359 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.69 8.23 5.54 

8.55 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

1.68 5.46 3.78 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.67 0.07 -0.60 

Allotments 0.17 0.00 -0.17 

  5.21 13.76     

 
Quantity: 

 
7.29. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 8.55 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of the adjoining Halewood Park (8.23 ha), which is attributed 
only a 4th of the total of the overall size of 32.94 ha to avoid a double 
count in the calculations as the provision is shared between 4 SRAs. 
This however still results in a significant surplus in the parks and 
gardens typology. It is also supplemented by large amenity 
greenspaces at Turnstone Drive (2.44 ha) and Okell Drive & Betony 
Close (1.65 ha) which together with a number of smaller spaces result 
in a large surplus in the amenity greenspace typology. There is also an 
additional natural and semi natural sites in the SRA at Church Road 
(2.17 ha), providing additional recreation opportunities. 
 

7.30. In contrast, there is a large deficit in the provision for children and 
young people typology, despite the presence of a shared play facility at 
Halewood Park (1/2 share in calculation to avoid double count with 
SRA32 - located in middle of park between accesses). The facility at 
Halewood Park has recently been added through the play pathfinder 
initiative. In this regard, noting recent investment, the scale of overall 
quantitative requirement relative to current standards appears 
unrealistic and unachievable, notwithstanding the potential need for 
additional facilities to satisfy accessibility requirements. 
 

7.31. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA; therefore existing 
deficits remain relative to the quantitative standards for this typology. 
 



210 

 

7.32. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the locality offers no contribution 
to Halewood Community Area calculations against the adopted Council 
standards. Furthermore there appears to be limited suitable land within 
the SRA to provide new outdoor sports provision other than Turnstone 
Drive, as the remaining amenity greenspaces are insufficient in size 
and unsuitable in shape. 

  
Quality: 

 
7.33. Halewood Park is classified as one of only four Borough parks within 

Knowsley and now offers a range of recreation opportunities and 
community facilities, including the Trans-Pennine Trail linkage, an 
environment centre which runs events and ranger activities for the local 
community and an excellent quality play pathfinder facility. The overall 
quality of the park has now improved from a fair rating in 2008 to its 
current excellent rating through recent investment. The park is also 
designated as a Local Wildlife Site and is an essential part of the 
strategic greenspace comprising the Halewood Triangle.  
 

7.34. The value of the facilities at Halewood Park is emphasised by the 
otherwise limited range of recreation facilities distributed within the 
SRA, with only amenity spaces otherwise present, which do not include 
formal facilities and consequently are low quality with limited active 
recreational value, despite the presence of large spaces at Turnstone 
Drive and off Okell Drive. In this context, a reasonable priority for the 
SRA would be to focus consideration for future investment on continual 
improvements and maintenance of Halewood Park, together with 
exploring the potential of improvements to the larger sites to raise their 
quality and diversify their function.  
 

7.35. In addition to the above, the large natural and semi natural site at 
Church Road is currently rated as poor quality and is therefore in need 
of investment. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
7.36. The presence of Halewood Park adjoining the SRA ensures that the 1 

200m accessibility distance for the parks and gardens typology is 
achieved locally for all residential properties.  
 

7.37. The distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties, with varying scales 
of provision throughout the SRA. 
 

7.38. The existing children and young people‟s provision at Halewood Park  
ensures the 800m accessibility standard for this typology is satisfied by 
facilities within the SRA aside from the northern section off Okell Drive. 
However the presence of an overlapping catchment from facilities at 
Arncliffe Road (SRA32) ensures that the remaining properties are with 
the required distance. Nevertheless these facilities are not easily 
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accessible from SRA33 aside from through Halewood Park and 
therefore suitable opportunities for additional facilities in the Okell Drive 
area of the SRA should be considered. 
 

7.39. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Holland Park (SRA38) ensures that the southern western section of 
residential properties are within the 1 600m accessibility distance 
requirement. Nevertheless given the remaining deficiency and noting 
that the facilities are not easily accessible to local residents, suitable 
opportunities for a new facility within the SRA should be considered 
prior to potential release for alternative development. 
 

7.40. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. Therefore despite the lack of available facilities in the 
SRA, sufficient recreational opportunities remain within the wider 
Halewood Community Area to satisfy local needs for access to a range 
of sporting opportunities, despite the overall quantitative deficit against 
the standards. Nevertheless opportunities relating to the suitability of 
Turnstone Drive for use as additional formal or informal outdoor sports 
provision should be considered in the future to improve the availability 
of local facilities. 
 

7.41. Map 7.3 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 203. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA34: COURT FARM 

 
Population: 1 271 
 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 1.02 0.00 -1.02 

-1.11 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

0.64 0.86 0.22 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.25 0.00 -0.25 

Allotments 0.06 0.00 -0.06 

  1.97 0.86     

 
Quantity: 

 
7.42. Overall this SRA has a deficit of 1.11 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to a deficit in 
three typologies of public open space, through an absence of provision 
relating to parks and gardens, provision for children and young people 
and allotments.  
 

7.43. In the context of the above, the only greenspaces provided relative to 
the SRA quantitative standards are amenity greenspaces, with the 
largest space being Applewood Grove (0.63 ha) with the remainder 
being incidental spaces consequential of the residential layout. 
 

7.44. To supplement the above, there are also two large natural or semi 
natural sites within the SRA at Cartbridge Lane (2.77 ha) and Court 
Farm (2.71 ha).  
 

7.45. In terms of the ability to address the above deficits, the SRA has limited 
land availability within the residential area due to the dense layout, with 
the main opportunity being the potential to deliver additional public 
open space associated to the development of the large area of vacant 
land at the Bridgefield Forum which was formerly a leisure centre and 
is now a housing land allocation. 
 

7.46. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there is only the bowling green at 
Church Road which provides a contribution to the provision in 
Halewood Community Area. This results in a land area of 0.18 ha, 
which equates to a rate of 0.14 ha per 1 000 residents which is 
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extremely low when compared to the Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 
000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA. In this regard, the 
only immediate opportunity is exploring the possibility of securing public 
use of existing facilities at Halewood CE Primary School.  
 

7.47. Any future use or release of sites should also be informed by the 
context of conclusions of the Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy in 
terms of current and future need for outdoor sports provision.  

 
Quality: 

 
7.48. Court Farm Woodlands represents a community woodland adjoining 

new development in this area (and Applewood Grove amenity 
greenspace). The woodland has good recreational value for local 
residents. In contrast, Cartbridge Lane is situated on the fringe of the 
SRA, providing a more passive and biodiversity focus reflected by its 
Local Wildlife Site status. 
 

7.49. The remaining spaces provide an otherwise limited range of 
recreation facilities distributed within the SRA, due to only amenity 
spaces otherwise being present, which do not include formal 
facilities and consequently are low quality with limited active 
recreational value. In this regard, opportunities to diversify the 
function of Applewood Grove should be considered, as this could 
provide a more diverse range of regeneration opportunities (i.e. 
provision for children and young people), notwithstanding 
quantitative deficits remaining. 
 

7.50. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the bowling green and associated 
provision at Church Road is considered to be good quality. Potential 
release of surplus sites for other development needs should only be 
encouraged in the event that the land is not required for additional 
outdoor sports provision or is otherwise unsuitable in this regard due to 
scale, shape or ground conditions. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
7.51. The absence of parks and gardens prevents the 1 200m accessibility 

distance for the typology being achieved locally for all residential 
properties. However the overlapping catchments of Halewood Park 
(SRAs 32, 33, 35 and 36) and Grace Park (SRA36) ensures that all 
residential properties other than a small north eastern section are 
within the required distance. In this context, local opportunities to 
improve Applewood Grove / Court Farm (or alternatively Hollies 
Recreation Ground in SRA35 that adjoins the SRA) to obtain a local 
parks and gardens function should be considered. 
 

7.52. The distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties, with differing scales 
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of provision throughout the SRA. A larger space at Hollies Road within 
SRA35 is also in close proximity. 
 

7.53. The absence of children and young people‟s provision prevents the 
800m accessibility standard for this typology being achieved within 
SRA. However the presence of an overlapping catchment from facilities 
at Hollies Recreation Ground (SRA35) ensures that the remaining 
properties are with the required distance. Nevertheless suitable 
opportunities for additional facilities within the SRA should be 
considered, particularly in terms of any future development of the 
Bridgefield Forum site. 
 

7.54. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
furthermore there is no overlapping catchment from nearby facilities to 
mitigate this deficit. Suitable opportunities for a new facility within the 
SRA should therefore be considered a priority in the future. 
 

7.55. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. Therefore despite the limited facilities in the SRA, 
sufficient recreational opportunities remain within the wider Halewood 
Community Area to satisfy local needs for access to a range of sporting 
opportunities, despite the overall quantitative deficit against the 
standards. Land opportunities to add to the provision is however limited 
within the SRA. 
 

7.56. Map 7.4 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 203. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA35: HALEWOOD VILLAGE 

 
Population: 3 109 

 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 
Overall SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.49 8.23 5.74 

11.03 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

1.55 7.16 5.61 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.62 0.46 -0.16 

Allotments 0.16 0.00 -0.16 

  4.82 15.85     

 
Quantity: 

 
7.57. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 11.03 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of the adjoining Halewood Park (8.23 ha), which is attributed 
only a 4th of the total of the overall size of 32.94 ha to avoid a double 
count in the calculations given the provision is shared between 4 SRAs, 
but still results in a significant surplus in the parks and gardens 
typology. This is supplemented by large amenity greenspaces at 
Hollies Recreation Ground (3.28 ha), and Plantation (1.06 ha) together 
with the multi functional site at St. Ives Way (2.2 ha) that also result in a 
large surplus in the amenity greenspace typology. There is also an 
additional large natural and semi natural site in the SRA at Halewood 
Station (2.36 ha), providing additional recreation opportunities. 
 

7.58. In contrast, there is a marginal deficit in the provision for children and 
young people typology, despite existing provision at Hollies Recreation 
Ground.  The provision has recently been upgraded with additional 
facilities through the play pathfinder initiative.  
 

7.59. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA; therefore existing 
deficits remain relative to the quantitative standards for this typology. 
 

7.60. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are grass pitches at Hollies 
Recreation Ground and a bowling green at Baileys Lane which provide 
a contribution to the provision in Halewood Community Area. This 
results in a cumulative land area of 2.72 ha, which equates to a rate of 
0.87 ha per 1 000 residents which is less than half the Council standard 
of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA. In 
this regard, the only existing opportunity for additional publicly 
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accessible facilities would be to explore the possibility of securing 
public use of existing facilities at Plantation Primary School.  
 

7.61. Any future use or release of greenspace sites should also be informed 
by the context of conclusions of the Playing Pitch Assessment and 
Strategy in terms of current and future need for outdoor sports 
provision. Potential release of surplus sites for other development 
needs should only be encouraged in the event that the land is not 
required for additional outdoor sports provision or is otherwise 
unsuitable in this regard due to scale, shape or ground conditions. 

 
Quality: 

 
7.62. Halewood Park is classified as one of only four Borough parks within 

Knowsley and now offers a range of recreation opportunities and 
community facilities, including the Trans-Pennine Trail linkage, an 
environment centre which runs events and ranger activities for the local 
community and an excellent quality play pathfinder facility. The overall 
quality of the park has now improved from a fair rating in 2008 to its 
current excellent rating through recent investment. The park is also 
designated as a Local Wildlife site and is an essential part of the 
strategic greenspace comprising the Halewood Triangle.  
 

7.63. Hollies Recreation Ground is a well used facility with good facilities for 
the residents of Halewood providing both an amenity greenspace and 
outdoor sports provision. There are also two playgrounds present on 
the site with one resulting from the recent investment through the Play 
Pathfinder scheme, meaning the facilities are of fair quality overall 
given the older facility remains in need of improvement.  
 

7.64. In contrast, the other large amenity greenspace site at St Ives Way, 
which also contains a mixture of woodland, has a poor layout as 
existing and is in need of improvement to access and natural 
surveillance to maximise its recreation potential and value to local 
residents. The remaining spaces distributed within the SRA are 
amenity greenspaces offering a predominately passive function and 
consequently are low quality with limited active recreational value on 
some sites. 
 

7.65. The bowling green at Baileys Lane is not in current use for formal 
outdoor sports provision and therefore currently comprises poor quality 
provision as it is currently used as an extended beer garden area. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
7.66. The presence of Halewood Park adjoining the SRA ensures that the 1 

200m accessibility distance for the parks and gardens typology is 
achieved locally for all residential properties. There is also a significant 
overlapping of catchment from Grace Park (SRA36). Nevertheless the 
eastern section of the SRA is quite distant from the provision, which 
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indicates that there may be some value in considering the potential of 
Hollies Recreation Ground to be improved to attain a parks and 
gardens function. This would also have added value in addressing 
accessibility issues related to the adjoining SRA34. 
 

7.67. The distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties, with varying scales 
of provision throughout the SRA ensuring diverse recreation 
opportunities to meet local needs. 
 

7.68. The existing children and young people‟s provision at Hollies 
Recreation Ground ensures the 800m accessibility standard for this 
typology is satisfied by facilities within the SRA. There is also a 
significant overlapping of catchment from Grace Park (SRA36). 
 

7.69. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective. 
However the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Holland Park (SRA38) ensures that the majority of residential 
properties aside from a small eastern section of the SRA are within the 
1 600m accessibility distance requirement. Nevertheless given the 
remaining deficiency and noting that the facilities are not easily 
accessible to local residents, suitable opportunities for a new facility 
within the SRA should be considered prior to potential releases for 
alternative development. 
 

7.70. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. Therefore the facilities available in the SRA, are 
supplemented by other recreational opportunities remaining within the 
wider Halewood Community Area which is sufficient to satisfy local 
needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards. As previously 
mentioned, opportunities to increase local accessibility are limited to 
exploring the possibility of securing public use of existing facilities at 
Plantation Primary School. 
 

7.71. Map 7.5 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 203. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA36: WOOD ROAD 

 
Population: 2 802 

 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.24 12.25 10.01 

9.35 

Amenity Greenspace 1.40 0.92 -0.48 

Provision for Children 
& Young People 

0.56 0.52 -0.04 

Allotments 0.14 0.00 -0.14 

  4.34 13.69     

 
Quantity: 

 
7.72. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 9.35 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of the adjoining Halewood Park (8.23 ha), which is attributed 
only a 4th of the total of the overall size of 32.94 ha to avoid a double 
count in the calculations given the provision is shared between 4 SRAs. 
This is supplemented by Grace Park (4.02 ha) which in cumulative 
results in a significant surplus of 10.01 ha in the parks and gardens 
typology.  
 

7.73. The SRA is served by amenity greenspaces of only limited scale, with 
the largest space being a multi functional site; Penmann Crescent (0.46 
ha), with the remainder comprising incidental spaces consequential of 
the dense residential layout. For this reason, there is a marginal deficit 
of land relative to this typology, although the increase functionality of 
the parks and gardens does mitigate this. 
 

7.74. There is also a marginal deficit relating to the provision for children and 
young people typology, despite the presence of an existing facility at 
Grace Park, which has recently upgraded with additional facilities 
through the play pathfinder initiative. In this context, noting the central 
location and the recent investment having taken place, it is 
questionable whether an additional facility will be appropriate given the 
limited scale of deficit. 
 

7.75. There are no allotment facilities within the SRA; therefore existing 
deficits remain relative to the quantitative standards for this typology. 
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7.76. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are grass pitches and 
synthetic pitches at Halewood CfL (3.28 ha) that have secured 
community use and a single grass pitch at Grace Park (0.97 ha) which 
provides a contribution to the provision in Halewood Community Area 
at present. This results in a cumulative land area of 4.25 ha, which 
equates to a rate of 1.52 ha per 1 000 residents which is marginally 
lower than the Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when 
applied pro-rata for the SRA. Additional facilities are expected to be 
provided in the future as part of the Halewood CfL planning approval 
and following the re-organisation of school provision, which will result in 
two additional  publicly available playing pitches provided at 
Greengates CP School following its closure. 
 

7.77. Any future use or release of sites should be informed by the context of 
conclusions of the Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy in terms of 
current and future need for outdoor sports provision. Potential release 
of surplus sites for other development needs should only be 
encouraged in the event that land is not required for additional outdoor 
sports provision or is otherwise unsuitable in this regard due to scale, 
shape or ground conditions. 

 
Quality: 

  
7.78. Halewood Park is classified as one of only four Borough parks within 

Knowsley and now offers a range of recreation opportunities and 
community facilities, including the Trans-Pennine Trail linkage, an 
environment centre which runs events and ranger activities for the local 
community and an excellent quality play pathfinder facility. The overall 
quality of the park has now improved from a fair rating in 2008 to its 
current excellent rating through recent investment. The park is also 
designated as a Local Wildlife site and is an essential part of the 
strategic greenspace comprising the Halewood Triangle.  
 

7.79. Grace Park is a well used facilities park by the residents of Halewood 
providing both a park and outdoor sports provision. There are also two 
playgrounds present on the site with one being a result of the recent 
investment resulting from the play pathfinder scheme, meaning the 
facilities are of good quality overall given the older facility remains in 
need of improvement.  
 

7.80. In contrast, the amenity greenspace / natural and semi-natural site at 
Penmann Crescent is the only active space in the SRA, but has a poor 
layout as existing and is therefore in need of improvement to access 
and natural surveillance to maximise its recreation potential and value 
to local residents. The remaining spaces distributed within the SRA are 
amenity greenspaces offering a passive function and consequently are 
low quality with no active recreational value. 
 

7.81. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the quality is varied. The playing 
pitches at Halewood CfL and associated facilities are rated as good 
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quality overall, whereas the Grace Park playing pitch is rated as fair 
quality and is only currently used for informal use. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
7.82. The presence of Halewood Park adjoining the SRA and the central 

location of Grace Park ensures that the 1 200m accessibility distance 
for the parks and gardens typology is achieved locally for all residential 
properties. 
 

7.83. The distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties; however the scale 
of provision is limited for active uses, although this is mitigated by the 
increased functionality of the abundant parks and gardens provision. 
 

7.84. The existing children and young people‟s provision at Grace Park 
ensures the 800m accessibility standard for this typology is satisfied by 
facilities within the SRA. There is also MUGA facilities at Halewood 
Centre for Learning and a catchment overlap from the MUGA facilities 
at Halewood Leisure Centre (SRA37) that supplements this provision 
and serves the majority of properties in the SRA within the required 
distance. This thereby provides a more diverse recreational offer within 
this typology to serve local needs. 
 

7.85. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Holland Park (SRA38) ensures that all residential properties are within 
the 1 600m accessibility distance requirement. In this context, given the 
close proximity of SRA38 and the limited demand derived from the 
SRA on its own, it is reasonable to consider that sharing the existing 
facility may be more appropriate than seeking to provide additional 
facilities within this SRA. 
 

7.86. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. On this basis, given the diverse facilities available in the 
SRA, are supplemented by other recreational opportunities remaining 
within the wider Halewood Community Area which is sufficient to satisfy 
local needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards. 
 

7.87. Map 7.6 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 203. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA37: BAILEYS LANE 

 
Population: 2 911 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 

Surplus / 
Deficit 

(ha) 

Overall SRA 
Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.33 0.00 -2.33 

-3.15 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

1.46 1.01 -0.45 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.58 0.35 -0.23 

Allotments 0.15 0.00 -0.15 

  4.51 1.36     

 
Quantity: 

 
7.88. Overall this SRA has a deficit of 3.15 ha of public open space relative 

to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to a deficit in 
all four typologies of public open space, including an absence of 
provision relating to parks and gardens and allotments.  
 

7.89. Despite the overall deficit of amenity greenspaces, there is provision 
within this typology.  The largest of these spaces is Higher Road (0.63 
ha) with the remainder being incidental spaces consequential of the 
residential layout. 
 

7.90. There is also provision for children and young people comprising 
MUGA facilities at Halewood Leisure Centre (0.35 ha), despite an 
overall typological deficit. 
 

7.91. To supplement the above, there are two natural or semi natural sites 
within the SRA at Finch Wood (3.96 ha) and Baileys Lane (0.38 ha), 
which do not contribute to the standards.  
 

7.92. Unfortunately there appears to be limited ability to address the above 
deficits, as the SRA has limited land availability within the residential 
area due to the dense layout. As the SRA in question does not have 
enough provision to meet the standards and therefore, release of 
further greenspace for other purposes (e.g. to meet development 
needs) would be inappropriate. 
 

7.93. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are three playing pitches at 
Halewood Leisure Centre together with associated facilities which 
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provide a contribution to the provision in Halewood Community Area. 
This comprises a land area of 4.88 ha, which equates to a rate of 1.67 
ha per 1 000 residents which is slightly lower than Council standard of 
1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata for the SRA. In this 
regard, the only immediate opportunity existing would be to explore the 
possibility of securing public use of existing facilities at Highfield 
School.  

 
Quality: 

 
7.94. The amenity greenspace at Higher Road is the only active space in this 

typology, but has limited quality as active recreation is confined by its 
shape and location favouring passive benefits. The remaining spaces 
distributed within the SRA are amenity greenspaces offering a passive 
function only and consequently are low quality with no active 
recreational value. 
 

7.95. The natural and semi natural space at Highfield School is publicly 
accessible, but has limited recreation value due to its isolated location. 
 

7.96. Halewood Leisure Centre is a modern and high quality indoor and 
outdoor sports facility serving the township of Halewood. The centre 
represents good quality outdoor sports provision and associated 
facilities.  

 
Accessibility: 

 
7.97. The absence of parks and gardens within the SRA prevents the 1 

200m accessibility distance for the typology being achieved locally 
within the SRA for all residential properties. However an overlapping 
catchment area associated to Grace Park (SRA36) ensures that all 
properties remain within the required distance for parks and gardens 
provision. Grace Park is easily accessible from the western boundary 
of the SRA where it is in close proximity. 
 

7.98. The distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties; however the scale 
of provision is limited for active uses. Nevertheless this is mitigated 
somewhat by the increased functionality of the Halewood Leisure 
Centre site. 
 

7.99. The existing children and young people‟s provision at Halewood 
Leisure Centre ensures the 800m accessibility standard for this 
typology is satisfied by facilities within the SRA for all residential 
properties. There is also a catchment overlap from the play facilities at 
Grace Park (SRA36) that supplements this provision and serves the 
majority of properties in the SRA within the required distance, thereby 
providing a more diverse recreational offer within this typology to serve 
local needs. 
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7.100. The absence of allotment facilities within the SRA indicates that the 
locality cannot satisfy its own needs from an accessibility perspective, 
however the presence of overlapping catchment from the facilities at 
Holland Park (SRA38) ensures that all residential properties are within 
the 1 600m accessibility distance requirement. In this context, given the 
close proximity of SRA38 and the limited demand derived from the 
SRA on its own, it is reasonable to consider that sharing the existing 
facility may be more appropriate than seeking to provide additional 
facilities within this SRA. 
 

7.101. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. Therefore the diverse facilities available in the SRA, are 
supplemented by other recreational opportunities remaining within the 
wider Halewood Community Area which is sufficient to satisfy local 
needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards. 
 

7.102. Map 7.7 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 203. A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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SRA38: TORRINGTON DRIVE 

 
Population: 3 412 
 

Typology 
Required 

(ha) 
Provision 

(ha) 
Surplus / 

Deficit (ha) 

Overall 
SRA 

Position 

Parks & Gardens 2.73 14.86 12.13 

13.81 

Amenity 
Greenspace 

1.71 3.70 1.99 

Provision for 
Children & Young 
People 

0.68 0.30 -0.38 

Allotments 0.17 0.24 0.07 

  5.29 19.10     

 
Quantity: 

 
7.103. Overall this SRA has a surplus of 13.81 ha of public open space 

relative to the Council‟s adopted standards. This is primarily due to the 
presence of Halewood Doorstep Green (14.86 ha) which results in a 
significant surplus in the parks and gardens typology, and is 
supplemented by the large amenity greenspace at New Hutte Lane 
(2.46 ha) which together with other spaces also contributes to a surplus 
in that typology. 
 

7.104. Aside from New Hutte Lane, the SRA is mainly served by amenity 
greenspaces of only limited scale, meaning of the remaining spaces, 
only Torrington Drive (0.38 ha) and Mirfield Close / Romford Way (0.33 
ha) are of notable size. The remainder comprise incidental spaces 
consequential to the residential layout. 
 

7.105. There is a marginal deficit relating to the provision for children and 
young people typology, despite the presence of an existing facility at 
Halewood Doorstep Green, which has recently added through the play 
pathfinder initiative. In this regard, noting recent investment, the scale 
of overall quantitative requirement relative to current standards appears 
unrealistic and unachievable, notwithstanding the potential need for 
additional facilities to satisfy accessibility requirements. 
 

7.106. The presence of the Holland Park (0.24 ha) allotment site within the 
SRA is sufficient to satisfy the quantitative standards for this typology. 
 

7.107. There is supplementary provision in the natural and semi-natural 
typology comprising a large site at New Hutte Wood (4.03 ha) 
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7.108. In terms of outdoor sports provision, there are the grass pitches at 

Halewood Doorstep Green which provide a contribution to the provision 
in Halewood Community Area at present. This land area of 3.46 ha, 
equates to a rate of 1.01 ha per 1 000 residents which is lower than the 
Council standard of 1.85 ha per 1 000 residents when applied pro-rata 
for the SRA. The potential contribution of the Former New Hutte School 
and / or the potential to secure community use of St. Andrew the 
Apostle Catholic Primary School in terms of providing additional 
provision, should be considered in the future. 
 

7.109. Any future use or release of sites should be informed by the context of 
conclusions of the Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy in terms of 
current and future need for outdoor sports provision. Potential release 
of surplus sites for other development needs should only be 
encouraged in the event that land is not required for additional outdoor 
sports provision or is otherwise unsuitable in this regard due to scale, 
shape or ground conditions. 

 
Quality: 

 
7.110. Halewood Doorstep Green is a high level park rated as good quality 

and has recently been upgraded from amenity greenspace. This was 
due to a diversification of the range of amenities / facilities through the 
addition of a new play pathfinder funded playground of excellent 
quality, woodland area and a pond. The site has a high landscape 
character overall and a well used footpath network with links to the 
Trans-Pennine Trail. 
 

7.111. The amenity greenspace at New Hutte Lane is the largest active space 
in this typology and links to the two others at Torrington Drive and 
Mirfield Close / Romford Way, with good quality amenity space and 
active use in the form of accessibility been residential premises. 
However the diversity of active recreation opportunities is limited by the 
absence of facilities and a combination of the shape, topography and 
tree cover. The remaining spaces distributed within the SRA are 
amenity greenspaces offering a passive function and consequently are 
low quality with no active recreational value. 
 

7.112. The New Hutte Woods site adjoins the large amenity greenspaces and 
provides good quality natural and semi natural provision that has been 
significantly improved through investment since 2008, when it was 
rated as very poor quality. The recreation opportunities associated to 
the woodland, supplement those on offer nearby.  
 

7.113. Holland Road Allotments are relatively new community allotments 
within the SRA, having been established in 2008. The site is rated as 
good quality, with a significant improvement having been achieved to 
address the original fair quality rating. The allotments are now full and a 
good example of meeting demand for allotment provision in the area. 
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7.114. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the playing pitches at Halewood 

Doorstep Green are rated as fair quality, but include no associated 
facilities. As a consequence, although they are well used for informal 
purposes, no formal use by teams is currently occurring. 

 
Accessibility: 

 
7.115. The presence of Halewood Doorstep Green within the SRA ensures 

the 1 200m accessibility distance for the parks and gardens typology is 
achieved locally within the SRA for all residential properties. The SRA 
is also served by overlapping catchment areas associated to Halewood 
Park (SRAs 32, 33, 35 and 36) and Grace Park (SRA36) which 
supplement the provision within the SRA. 
 

7.116. The distribution of amenity greenspaces satisfies the Council‟s 800m 
accessibility standards for all residential properties, with an appropriate 
distribution of spaces of different scale. 
 

7.117. The existing children and young people‟s provision at Halewood 
Doorstep Green ensures the 800m accessibility standard for this 
typology is satisfied by facilities within the SRA for all residential 
properties, except a section to the east of New Hutte Lane. This is due 
to the position of Halewood Doorstep Green to the west of the SRA and 
the elongated shape of the residential area. However in this regard, 
there is a catchment overlaps from the play facilities at Grace Park 
(SRA36) and Halewood Leisure Centre (SRA37) that supplements the 
SRA provision and serve the remainder of properties in the SRA within 
the required distance. Nevertheless opportunities to diversify the 
existing amenity greenspace in the New Hutte Lane / Mirfield Close 
areas could be considered in terms of the potential to provide an 
additional facility that would improve local accessibility. 
 

7.118. The presence of allotment facilities at Holland Park within the SRA 
ensures that all residential properties are within the 1 600m 
accessibility distance requirement. This facility also has additional 
value in terms of its overlapping catchment which addresses 
accessibility deficiencies in other areas of Halewood, particularly the 
neighbouring SRAs (32, 36 and 37). 
 

7.119. In terms of outdoor sports provision, the adopted accessibility distance 
is significant and therefore all properties are within the 6km 
requirement. Therefore the local facilities available in the SRA, are 
supplemented by other recreational opportunities remaining within the 
wider Halewood Community Area which is sufficient to satisfy local 
needs for access to a range of sporting opportunities, despite the 
overall quantitative deficit against the standards. 
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7.120. Map 7.8 on the following page provides an overview of the SRA 
provision – the key can be viewed on page 203.  A full list of the 
provision is available within Appendix B. 
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Conclusion 
 
 
8.1. Knowsley has significantly more public open space than is required by 

the current standards when considered in cumulative, although the 
scale of the surplus varies between Community Areas, for example, 
Huyton and Kirkby have almost double the cumulative surplus of 
Halewood and Prescot, Whiston and Cronton. 
 

8.2. Large quantitative greenspace surpluses are primarily associated to 
parks and gardens provision and amenity greenspace provision in 
cumulative at a Knowsley level and in all four Community Areas. 
However this is generally associated to significant sites that are 
distributed unevenly across the borough, with deficits still occurring in 
localised areas. There are also significant localised variations in quality 
and the ability of residents to access facilities, particularly with regard 
to parks and gardens. 
 

8.3. Although there are large amounts of localised surplus greenspaces, not 
all are considered suitable for potential release, in fact one key 
recommendation of the study is that all parks and gardens are retained 
in the future, with some additional provision proposed to meet localised 
deficits. There may be some amenity greenspaces suitable for release, 
provided there is an absence of wider green infrastructure functions 
and they are not suitable to be utilised to address any deficits in the 
local area. The majority of these spaces are likely to be small scale, 
given the general trend of increased functionality, recreational benefit 
and future green infrastructure potential associated to larger amenity 
greenspaces. 
 

8.4. The number of sites that fulfil the current definition of a park within 
PPG17 have doubled between 2008 and 2011. This is primarily due to 
quality improvements associated to the objectives of the Green Space 
Strategy and the diversification of former amenity greenspaces through 
the addition of local play facilities via the Play Pathfinder initiative. 
 

8.5. There is an overall quantity deficit relating to provision for children and 
young people and allotments in cumulative at a Knowsley level and in 
all four community areas. However it is questionable whether the 
quantity standard for provision for children and young people is too 
high, given a general lack of progress relative to achieving quantitative 
standards despite recent targeted investment that has addressed 
previously identified quality and accessibility deficits.  
 

8.6. There is also quantitative deficit in terms of allotment provision in 
cumulative at a Knowsley level and in all four Community Areas. 
However the distribution is variable and localised deficits in many 
cases are accommodated by overlapping catchment areas providing 
suitable accessibility.  
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8.7. An overview relating to outdoor sports provision is offered in the audit; 
however no specific recommendations can be drawn in this context as 
an updated needs assessment is required to reflect the significant and 
rapid changes in demand that can occur. This additional information is 
being provided in a separate study, known as a Playing Pitch 
Assessment and Strategy. This will encompass consideration of the 
implications of the Building Schools for the Future programme on 
existing provision and provide an indication of whether surplus school 
sites will be required to meet existing or future needs, or alternatively 
can be considered for release for other development requirements. 
 

8.8. Despite a general trend of improvement in the quantity, quality and 
accessibility of all typologies of greenspaces available to local residents 
through significant investment over the last five years, deficits remain in 
a number of areas. The current distribution of green space is therefore 
not equal for all residents of Knowsley and a number of typology and 
location specific recommendations are therefore offered in the next 
section to work towards equitable access to greenspaces for current 
and future residents. 
 

8.9. Additional recommendations are also offered to ensure positive 
planning for natural and semi natural spaces, green corridors, 
cemeteries, indoor sports facilities, despite the absence of existing 
standards for each. 
 

Recommendations 
 

Parks and Gardens 
 

8.10. All existing parks and gardens to be retained and managed at a good 
standard in working towards Green Flag award status.  
 

8.11. Investment priorities should be balanced between maintaining existing 
high quality spaces throughout Knowsley and targeting enhancements 
to ensure an appropriate distribution of accessible spaces with a good 
quality rating as a minimum. 
 

8.12. With regard to the above, enhancements should be prioritised to 
address existing deficiencies relative to quality and accessibility 
standards, by considering potential opportunities as follows; 

 Improvements to the quality and accessibility of existing sites at;  
- Alt Park (Huyton)  
- Bowring Park (Huyton)  
- Field Lane Park (Kirkby) 
- Knowsley Village Recreation Ground (Huyton) 
- Longmoor Lane (Kirkby) 
- Wastle Bridge Park (Huyton)  

 New provision or diversification of the function of existing or surplus 
amenity greenspace sites to address quantitative deficiencies 
should be prioritised as follows; 
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Kirkby 
- upgrades to Tower Hill amenity greenspace (SRA2) as part of 

wider regeneration priorities. 

Huyton 
- upgrades to existing large amenity greenspaces at either Lyons 

Pit or Pool Hey (SRA9) as part of wider regeneration priorities; 
- supporting private owner to upgrade St. Christopher Drive 

amenity greenspace (SRA11); 
- upgrades to Page Moss Playing Fields (Arnside Road / Merton 

Crescent) site (SRA13);  
- possible new provision arising from the Thingwall Hall 

development (SRA17), and; 
- upgrades to Springwood site (SRA20). 

Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
- upgrades to the Carr Lane woodland site, together with possible 

new provision arising from future development of South Prescot 
Action Area A (SRA25). 

Halewood 
- upgrades to Hollies Recreation Ground site (SRA35). 

 Focus upon better general linkages, entrances and access to parks. 
 Consider opportunities for further creation of Sustainable Urban 

Drainage Systems (SUDS). 

 
Amenity Greenspaces 
 

8.13. Emphasis upon the retention, maintenance and improvement of key 
sites providing positive benefit in terms of the quality and accessibility 
to create more attractive and useable spaces offering a range of active 
recreation opportunities and passive benefits.  
 

8.14. Focus investment in quality improvements as follows; 

 Improve grounds maintenance on these sites by focussing on core 
activities of grass cutting, litter, fly-tipping and dog fouling. 

 Improve biodiversity and visual amenity through the planting of 
wildflowers in suitable locations. 

 Make improvements in low value or problem amenity space to 
allow for safe informal use. 

 
8.15. Utilise existing localised surpluses to address deficits in other 

typologies of greenspace, as per paragraphs. 8.12, 8.22 and 8.27. 
 

8.16. Explore the possibility of potential release of some surplus sites to 
address alternative development needs, where the space has limited 
value, function and benefit as existing and where it is unsuitable in 
terms of scale, shape or location to address deficits in other 
greenspace typologies. 
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8.17. Consider opportunities for further creation of Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems (SUDS). 
 

8.18. After consideration of other greenspace requirements, areas which 
may have potential capacity to consider the release of some amenity 
greenspace based upon current and future quantity, quality and 
accessibility assessment, are considered to be the following; 

 Kirkby 
- Initial focus upon suitable sites of less than 0.5 ha in size in 

SRA1 (Shevingtons Lane) and SRA3 (Kirkby Park). 
- Potential release of parts of Tower Hill and other associated 

amenity greenspaces (excluding Mercer‟s Dell) in SRA2 (Tower 
Hill) to facilitate improvements to quality and accessibility of the 
remainder. 

- Initial focus upon suitable sites of less than 0.9 ha in size in 
SRA4 (Westvale) and SRA5 (Northwood). 

- Release of Eagle Court Recreation Ground as part of consented 
Kirkby re-development and consideration of the future 
regeneration potential of the Former All Saints School in SRA6 
(Southdene). 

 Huyton 
- Initial focus upon suitable sites of less than 0.3 ha in size in 

SRA8 (Knowsley Village) and SRA16 (Whiston Lane). 
- Initial focus upon suitable sites of less than 0.9 ha in size in 

SRA9 (Stockbridge Village), together with consideration of the 
possibility to release parts of larger sites to facilitate 
improvements to quality and accessibility of the remainder. 

- Temporary sites only as part of ongoing implementation of North 
Huyton project in SRA10 (Fincham) and SRA11 (Hillside). 

- Consideration of the future regeneration potential of the Former 
Bowring Comprehensive School in SRA12 (Huyton Farm). 

- Initial focus upon suitable sites of less than 0.5 ha in size in 
SRA15 (Huyton Village), SRA19 (Bowring Park) and SRA22 (St. 
Johns). 

 Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 
- Initial focus upon suitable sites of less than 0.4 ha in size in 

SRA25 (South Prescot) and SRA30 (Lickers Lane), excluding 
Foxshaw Close. 

- Initial focus upon suitable sites of less than 0.3 ha in size in 
SRA26 (East Prescot) and SRA28 (Milton Avenue). 

- Initial focus upon suitable sites of less than 0.5 ha in size in 
SRA27 (Cross Lane). 

 Halewood 
- Initial focus upon suitable sites of less than 0.5 ha in size in 

SRA32 (Macketts Lane). 
- Initial focus upon suitable sites of less than 0.4 ha in size in 

SRA33 (Okell Drive), SRA35 (Halewood Village) and SRA38 
(Torrington Drive). 
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8.19. The thresholds for scale of potential release in each area as identified 
above, is based upon appraised value of existing spaces in terms of 
quantity, quality and accessibility relative to adopted standards only.  A 
number of these sites below the identified threshold may be unsuitable 
for release on the basis of value relative to wider green infrastructure 
functions such as flood mitigation, wildlife and biodiversity value, etc. 
 
Provision for Children and Young People 

 
8.20. All existing provision for children and young people to be retained and 

managed to a good standard in working towards qualitative standards 
equivalent to Green Flag award status. 
 

8.21. Investment priorities should be balanced between maintaining existing 
high quality play spaces throughout Knowsley and targeting 
enhancements to ensure an appropriate distribution of accessible 
spaces suitable for all ages with a good quality rating as a minimum. 
 

8.22. With regard to the above, enhancements should be prioritised to 
address existing deficiencies relative to quality and accessibility 
standards, by considering potential opportunities as follows; 

 Improvements to the quality and accessibility of existing sites at;  
- Pingwood Play Area (Kirkby) 
- Wignall Park Skatepark (Kirkby) 
- Mill Lane or Knowsley Recreation Ground (Huyton) 
- Hollies Playground (Halewood) 

 Potential opportunities for new provision or diversification of the 
function of existing greenspace sites should be considered to 
improve accessibility for local residents as follows; 

Kirkby 

- A MUGA in SRA1 (Shevingtons Lane) and SRA7 (Field Lane). 
- Possible new provision arising from the Tower Hill regeneration 

in SRA2 (Tower Hill). 
- Additional play facilities in SRA3 (Kirkby Park), SRA4 

(Westvale), SRA5 (Northwood) and SRA6 (Southdene). 

Huyton 

- Additional play facilities in SRA9 (Stockbridge Village), SRA11 
(Hillside), SRA14 (Bluebell), SRA16 (Whiston Lane), SRA19 
(Bowring Park), SRA20 (Roscoes Wood) and SRA22 (St. 
Johns). 

- A MUGA in SRA13 (Page Moss). 
- Possible new provision arising from the Thingwall Hall 

development in SRA17 (Swanside). 

Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 

- Additional play facilities in SRA24 (North Prescot), SRA26 (East 
Prescot), SRA27 (Cross Lane) and SRA28 (Milton Avenue). 

- A MUGA in SRA31 (Cronton Village). 
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Halewood 

- Additional play facilities in SRA33 (Okell Drive) and SRA38 
(Torrington Drive). 

- Possible new provision arising from development of Bridgefield 
Forum in SRA34 (Court Farm). 

- A MUGA in SRA35 (Halewood Village). 
 

8.23. New and existing play spaces for both children and young people 
should be designed and managed using the key policies set out within 
Knowsley‟s Play Strategy. 

 
8.24. Consider policy amendments through the LDF process to reduce the 

overall quantitative standard for this typology, thereby aligning with the 
outcomes of this audit to ensure appropriate priorities for future 
investment. This is noting that the current standards appear 
unachievable in many areas despite recent improvements, given the 
average scale of individual facilities relative to the scale of deficit 
existing. It is therefore questionable whether the current standards 
reflect localised need relative to qualitative and accessibility 
requirements. 

 
Allotments 

 
8.25. All existing allotment provision to be retained and managed to a good 

standard in working towards qualitative standards equivalent to Green 
Flag award status. 
 

8.26. Investment priorities should be balanced between maintaining existing 
high quality allotment facilities throughout Knowsley and targeting 
enhancements to ensure an appropriate distribution of accessible 
spaces with a good quality rating as a minimum. 

 
8.27. With regard to the above, enhancements should be prioritised to 

address existing deficiencies relative to quality and accessibility 
standards, as follows; 

 Improvements to the quality and accessibility of existing sites at;  
- Quernmore (Kirkby) 
- Delaware Crescent 

 Potential opportunities for new provision or diversification of the 
function of existing greenspace sites should be prioritised with 
consideration of suitable sites in; 

Kirkby 

- SRA2 (Tower Hill) to provide an overlapping catchment 
coverage for SRA1 (Shevingtons Lane), SRA2 and SRA3 
(Kirkby Park). 

- SRA6 (Southdene) to provide overlapping catchment coverage 
for both SRA6 and SRA7 (Field Lane). 
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Huyton 

- SRA8 (Knowsley Village), subject to land availability. 
- SRA9 (Stockbridge Village) suitable to provide an overlapping 

catchment that would also serve the SRA10 (Fincham) and 
SRA11(Hillside) areas. 

Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 

- SRA25 (South Prescot) or SRA26 (East Prescot) with an 
overlapping catchment to serve SRA24 (North Prescot). 

- SRA30 (Lickers Lane), subject to land availability. 
- SRA31 (Cronton Village), subject to land availability. 

Halewood 

- SRA32 (Macketts Lane), SRA33 (Okell Drive), SRA34 (Court 
Farm) or SRA35 (Halewood Village) with an overlapping 
catchment covering each of these areas. 

 

8.28. Consider the possibility of expanding the area of measurement for 
allotment provision beyond SRA level. The standard may be more 
effectively addressed at a Community Area level through investment in 
shared facilities in locations where access to existing provision is 
deficient. This would assist in particular where localised opportunities 
are constrained by land availability and better reflect travel patterns to 
facilities which are generally wider than SRA boundaries. 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision 
 

8.29. The preparation of a separate Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy 
should provide the key recommendations for site specific priorities 
relative to quantity of provision, potential improvement of sites which 
are not in active use and whether current standards require 
amendment. 
 

8.30. Consider the possibility of expanding the scale of partnership 
agreements relating to existing school facilities and pitches, to meet 
any quantitative or qualitative shortfalls in provision that may be 
identified as part of the Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy. 
 

8.31. Investment priorities relating to quality should be balanced between; 

 Maintaining existing high quality facilities. 
 Enhancement of existing facilities to achieve a good quality rating 

as a minimum. 
 Development of new provision (if required). 
 
Indoor Sports Provision 

 
8.32. Prioritise continued investment in the hub and spoke approach to the 

provision of leisure facilities within Knowsley in supporting the wider 
Leisure Strategy. 
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Natural and Semi Natural 

 
8.33. All existing provision to be retained and managed to the highest 

standard in working towards qualitative standards equivalent to Green 
Flag award status. 

 
8.34. Investment priorities should be balanced between improving the quality 

and accessibility of site, whilst focusing upon supporting the wider 
delivery of the primary objectives of the Green Space Strategy, the 
Liverpool City Region Green Infrastructure Framework19, and the 
Liverpool City Region Ecological Framework20. The initial objective 
should be targeted enhancements to ensure an appropriate distribution 
of accessible spaces with a good quality rating as a minimum. 
 

8.35. Due to the unique circumstances of Knowsley, it appears appropriate to 
maintain the current approach of not setting a standard for Natural and 
Semi Natural spaces. This is noting that the proximity of most of the 
residential areas in Knowsley to the Green Belt, together with the 
presence of Local Wildlife Sites and the dual functionality of Borough 
Parks would fulfil the requirement. Furthermore potential for additional 
provision is limited by land availability and therefore necessitates 
prioritisation of preservation, enhancement and expansion (if possible) 
of existing sites. 
 

8.36. Preparation of management plans (and updates as appropriate) should 
be encouraged for all individual sites. 
 

8.37. Future investment should be prioritised for; 

 Preservation and enhancement of Local Wildlife Sites, Local 
Geological Sites and Local Nature Reserve, including the creation 
of new habitats for wildlife. 

 Address existing deficiencies relative to quality standards through 
improvements and enhancements to;  

Kirkby 

- Mercers Dell (SRA2 & SRA3), and; 
- Field Lane (SRA7). 

Huyton 

- Syders Grove (SRA8); 
- Homer Wood (Nr. SRA8); 
- Howards Pits (Nr. SRA8); 
- Meakins Pits (Nr. SRA8); 
- Ormskirk Lodge (Nr. SRA8); 

                                                 
19

  Being prepared by Mersey Forest in partnership with the constituent local authorities of the  
Mersey Forest area, see http://merseyforest.org.uk/ for more details 

20
  Liverpool City Region Ecological Framework (Merseyside Environmental Advisory Service,   

               2011) 

http://merseyforest.org.uk/
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- Little Wood Lodge (SRA9) 
- The Sanctuary (Nr. SRA9); 
- Oak Plantation (Nr. SRA11); 
- Huyton Leisure Centre (SRA19); 
- Rabbit Wood (SRA19), and; 
- Spring Wood (SRA20) 

Prescot, Whiston and Cronton 

- Carr Lane (SRA25), and; 
- Penny Wood (SRA 30). 

Halewood 

- Church Road Wood (SRA33), and; 
- Finch Wood (Nr. SRA 37) 

 Focus upon improving linkage with other types of open space, 
including promotion of access to rural sites through designated 
footpaths and bridleways. 

 
Green Corridors 
 

8.38. Green spaces that form part of green corridors should be provided 
protection from development in order to sustain the existing links 
created. 

 
8.39. Develop a strategic approach to the expansion of the existing network 

of green corridors within Knowsley, with a focus upon linking the major 
open spaces together, to provide greater opportunities for informal 
recreation and enhance access to the surrounding countryside on the 
fringes of urban areas. 
 

8.40. Direct future investment of existing Green Corridors toward; 

 Improvements to the quality, safety and access of the main existing 
green corridors; 

 Supporting diversity of landscape and ecological character 
between corridors; 

 Opportunities to create physical and visual links between different 
corridors, and; 

 Enhancement of the cycle and footpath network which provide 
access to and within these spaces. 

 
Cemeteries 
 

8.41. The long term sustainability of Knowsley‟s existing provision of 
cemeteries and churchyards should be assessed through a separate 
review to inform the extent of potential future need for expansion of 
existing sites or new provision. 



 

 

Appendix A



 

 

Greenspace Audit Calculations (SRA performance against standards) 
 

SRA Area Population Typology Required (ha) Provision (ha) Surplus / Deficit (ha) Overall SRA Position 

1 Shevingtons Lane 4826 

Parks & Gardens 3.86 6.77 2.91 

7.81 
Amenity Greenspace 2.41 8.29 5.88 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.97 0.23 -0.74 

Allotments 0.24 0.00 -0.24 

      Total 7.48 15.29     

2 Tower Hill 3627 

Parks & Gardens 2.90 0.00 -2.90 

27.22 
Amenity Greenspace 1.81 32.70 30.89 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.73 0.14 -0.59 

Allotments 0.18 0.00 -0.18 

      Total 5.62 32.84     

3 Kirkby Park 4068 

Parks & Gardens 3.25 9.24 5.99 

13.18 
Amenity Greenspace 2.03 9.61 7.58 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.81 0.64 -0.17 

Allotments 0.20 0.00 -0.20 

      Total 6.31 19.49     

4 Westvale 7227 

Parks & Gardens 5.78 16.67 10.89 

21.36 
Amenity Greenspace 3.61 15.01 11.40 

Provision for Children & Young People 1.45 0.16 -1.29 

Allotments 0.36 0.72 0.36 

      Total 11.20 32.56     

5 Northwood 7397 

Parks & Gardens 5.92 6.32 0.40 

24.81 
Amenity Greenspace 3.70 28.76 25.06 

Provision for Children & Young People 1.48 0.69 -0.79 

Allotments 0.37 0.50 0.13 

      Total 11.46 36.27     

6 Southdene 10928 

Parks & Gardens 8.74 7.40 -1.34 

14.30 
Amenity Greenspace 5.46 22.92 17.46 

Provision for Children & Young People 2.19 0.92 -1.27 

Allotments 0.55 0.00 -0.55 

      Total 16.94 31.24     

7 Field Lane 3526 

Parks & Gardens 2.82 6.51 3.69 

1.84 
Amenity Greenspace 1.76 0.46 -1.30 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.71 0.33 -0.38 

Allotments 0.18 0.00 -0.18 

      Total 5.46 7.30     

8 Knowsley Village 2525 

Parks & Gardens 2.02 1.81 -0.21 

2.09 
Amenity Greenspace 1.26 3.92 2.66 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.51 0.27 -0.24 

Allotments 0.13 0.00 -0.13 

      Total 3.91 6.00     

9 Stockbridge Village 5140 

Parks & Gardens 4.11 0.00 -4.11 

34.39 
Amenity Greenspace 2.57 42.07 39.50 

Provision for Children & Young People 1.03 0.29 -0.74 

Allotments 0.26 0.00 -0.26 

      Total 7.97 42.36     

        



 

 

        
SRA Area Population Typology Required (ha) Provision (ha) Surplus / Deficit (ha) Overall SRA Position 

10 Fincham 5433 

Parks & Gardens 4.35 1.38 -2.97 

2.50 
Amenity Greenspace 2.72 8.68 5.96 

Provision for Children & Young People 1.09 0.86 -0.23 

Allotments 0.27 0.00 -0.27 

      Total 8.42 10.92     

11 Hillside 6614 

Parks & Gardens 5.29 1.77 -3.52 

-2.73 
Amenity Greenspace 3.31 5.75 2.44 

Provision for Children & Young People 1.32 0.00 -1.32 

Allotments 0.33 0.00 -0.33 

      Total 10.25 7.52     

12 Huyton Farm 4539 

Parks & Gardens 3.63 5.71 2.08 

0.27 
Amenity Greenspace 2.27 1.18 -1.09 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.91 0.42 -0.49 

Allotments 0.23 0.00 -0.23 

      Total 7.04 7.31     

13 Page Moss 5313 

Parks & Gardens 4.25 1.55 -2.70 

-0.08 
Amenity Greenspace 2.66 6.12 3.46 

Provision for Children & Young People 1.06 0.49 -0.57 

Allotments 0.27 0.00 -0.27 

      Total 8.24 8.16     

14 Bluebell 6058 

Parks & Gardens 4.85 14.16 9.31 

8.52 
Amenity Greenspace 3.03 3.15 0.12 

Provision for Children & Young People 1.21 0.37 -0.84 

Allotments 0.30 0.23 -0.07 

      Total 9.39 17.91     

15 Huyton Village 1838 

Parks & Gardens 1.47 4.17 2.70 

3.93 
Amenity Greenspace 0.92 2.25 1.33 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.37 0.36 -0.01 

Allotments 0.09 0.00 -0.09 

      Total 2.85 6.78     

16 Whiston Lane 3732 

Parks & Gardens 2.99 6.61 3.62 

5.21 
Amenity Greenspace 1.87 3.52 1.65 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.75 0.00 -0.75 

Allotments 0.19 0.86 0.67 

      Total 5.78 10.99     

17 Swanside 5013 

Parks & Gardens 4.01 0.00 -4.01 

-6.68 
Amenity Greenspace 2.51 1.03 -1.48 

Provision for Children & Young People 1.00 0.06 -0.94 

Allotments 0.25 0.00 -0.25 

      Total 7.77 1.09     

18 Court Hey 1970 

Parks & Gardens 1.58 13.23 11.65 

11.96 
Amenity Greenspace 0.98 0.41 -0.57 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.39 0.24 -0.15 

Allotments 0.10 1.13 1.03 

      Total 3.05 15.01     

        



 

 

        
SRA Area Population Typology Required (ha) Provision (ha) Surplus / Deficit (ha) Overall SRA Position 

19 Bowring Park 3788 

Parks & Gardens 3.03 6.40 3.37 

5.79 
Amenity Greenspace 1.89 5.06 3.17 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.76 0.20 -0.56 

Allotments 0.19 0.00 -0.19 

      Total 5.87 11.66     

20 Roscoes Wood 1498 

Parks & Gardens 1.20 0.00 -1.20 

1.09 
Amenity Greenspace 0.75 3.41 2.66 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.30 0.00 -0.30 

Allotments 0.07 0.00 -0.07 

      Total 2.32 3.41     

21 Huyton Park 2416 

Parks & Gardens 1.93 5.78 3.85 

2.86 
Amenity Greenspace 1.21 0.26 -0.95 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.48 0.26 -0.22 

Allotments 0.12 0.31 0.19 

      Total 3.75 6.61     

22 St. Johns 3481 

Parks & Gardens 2.79 2.16 -0.63 

1.51 
Amenity Greenspace 1.74 4.38 2.64 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.70 0.37 -0.33 

Allotments 0.17 0.00 -0.17 

      Total 5.40 6.91     

23 Huyton Quarry 493 

Parks & Gardens 0.39 14.21 13.82 

14.75 
Amenity Greenspace 0.25 1.11 0.86 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.10 0.19 0.09 

Allotments 0.02 0.00 -0.02 

      Total 0.76 15.51     

24 North Prescot 2915 

Parks & Gardens 2.33 2.67 0.34 

-0.13 
Amenity Greenspace 1.46 1.54 0.08 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.58 0.18 -0.40 

Allotments 0.15 0.00 -0.15 

      Total 4.52 4.39     

25 South Prescot 1989 

Parks & Gardens 1.59 6.95 5.36 

7.03 
Amenity Greenspace 0.99 2.79 1.80 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.40 0.37 -0.03 

Allotments 0.10 0.00 -0.10 

      Total 3.08 10.11     

26 East Prescot 4332 

Parks & Gardens 3.47 2.21 -1.26 

1.46 
Amenity Greenspace 2.17 5.82 3.65 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.87 0.14 -0.73 

Allotments 0.22 0.00 -0.22 

      Total 6.71 8.17     

27 Cross Lane 7298 

Parks & Gardens 5.84 28.64 22.80 

26.09 
Amenity Greenspace 3.65 7.99 4.34 

Provision for Children & Young People 1.46 0.21 -1.25 

Allotments 0.36 0.56 0.20 

      Total 11.31 37.40     

        



 

 

        
SRA Area Population Typology Required (ha) Provision (ha) Surplus / Deficit (ha) Overall SRA Position 

28 Milton Avenue 1967 

Parks & Gardens 1.57 0.00 -1.57 

-2.14 
Amenity Greenspace 0.98 0.91 -0.07 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.39 0.00 -0.39 

Allotments 0.10 0.00 -0.10 

      Total 3.05 0.91     

29 Windy Arbor 1696 

Parks & Gardens 1.36 37.15 35.79 

35.51 
Amenity Greenspace 0.85 0.99 0.14 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.34 0.00 -0.34 

Allotments 0.08 0.00 -0.08 

      Total 2.63 38.14     

30 Lickers Lane 5061 

Parks & Gardens 4.05 1.24 -2.81 

2.08 
Amenity Greenspace 2.53 8.38 5.85 

Provision for Children & Young People 1.01 0.30 -0.71 

Allotments 0.25 0.00 -0.25 

      Total 7.84 9.92     

31 Cronton Village 1182 

Parks & Gardens 0.95 1.75 0.80 

0.46 
Amenity Greenspace 0.59 0.38 -0.21 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.24 0.16 -0.08 

Allotments 0.06 0.00 -0.06 

      Total 1.83 2.29     

32 Macketts Lane 4607 

Parks & Gardens 3.69 9.96 6.27 

12.46 
Amenity Greenspace 2.30 8.90 6.60 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.92 0.74 -0.18 

Allotments 0.23 0.00 -0.23 

      Total 7.14 19.60     

33 Okell Drive 3359 

Parks & Gardens 2.69 8.23 5.54 

8.55 
Amenity Greenspace 1.68 5.46 3.78 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.67 0.07 -0.60 

Allotments 0.17 0.00 -0.17 

      Total 5.21 13.76     

34 Court Farm 1271 

Parks & Gardens 1.02 0.00 -1.02 

-1.11 
Amenity Greenspace 0.64 0.86 0.22 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.25 0.00 -0.25 

Allotments 0.06 0.00 -0.06 

      Total 1.97 0.86     

35 Halewood Village 3109 

Parks & Gardens 2.49 8.23 5.74 

11.03 
Amenity Greenspace 1.55 7.16 5.61 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.62 0.46 -0.16 

Allotments 0.16 0.00 -0.16 

      Total 4.82 15.85     

36 Wood Road 2802 

Parks & Gardens 2.24 12.25 10.01 

9.35 
Amenity Greenspace 1.40 0.92 -0.48 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.56 0.52 -0.04 

Allotments 0.14 0.00 -0.14 

      Total 4.34 13.69     

        



 

 

        
SRA Area Population Typology Required (ha) Provision (ha) Surplus / Deficit (ha) Overall SRA Position 

37 Baileys Lane 2911 

Parks & Gardens 2.33 0.00 -2.33 

-3.15 
Amenity Greenspace 1.46 1.01 -0.45 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.58 0.35 -0.23 

Allotments 0.15 0.00 -0.15 

      Total 4.51 1.36     

38 Torrington Drive 3412 

Parks & Gardens 2.73 14.86 12.13 

13.81 
Amenity Greenspace 1.71 3.70 1.99 

Provision for Children & Young People 0.68 0.30 -0.38 

Allotments 0.17 0.24 0.07 

      Total 5.29 19.10     



 

 

Greenspace Audit Calculations (SRA Performance by Community Area) 
 

Area Est Population Typology Required (ha) Provision (ha) 
Provision per 1000 

residents (Ha) 
Surplus / Deficit (ha) Overall Position (+ / -) 

Knowsley 149361 

Parks & Gardens 119.49 265.99 1.78 146.50 

317.18 
Amenity Greenspace 74.68 266.86 1.79 192.18 

Provision for Children & Young People 29.87 11.29 0.08 -18.58 

Allotments 7.47 4.55 0.03 -2.92 

      231.51 548.69       

Kirkby 41599 

Parks & Gardens 33.28 52.91 1.27 19.63 

110.51 
Amenity Greenspace 20.80 117.75 2.83 96.95 

Provision for Children & Young People 8.32 3.11 0.07 -5.21 

Allotments 2.08 1.22 0.03 -0.86 

      64.48 174.99       

Huyton 59851 

Parks & Gardens 47.88 78.94 1.32 31.06 

85.38 
Amenity Greenspace 29.93 92.30 1.54 62.37 

Provision for Children & Young People 11.97 4.38 0.07 -7.59 

Allotments 2.99 2.53 0.04 -0.46 

      92.77 178.15       

Prescot, Whiston & 
Cronton Village 

26439 

Parks & Gardens 21.15 80.61 3.05 59.46 

63.82 
Amenity Greenspace 13.22 28.80 1.09 9.05 

Provision for Children & Young People 5.29 1.36 0.05 -3.93 

Allotments 1.32 0.56 0.02 -0.76 

      40.98 111.33       

Halewood 21472 

Parks & Gardens 17.18 53.53 2.49 36.35 

50.94 
Amenity Greenspace 10.74 28.01 1.30 17.27 

Provision for Children & Young People 4.29 2.44 0.11 -1.85 

Allotments 1.07 0.24 0.01 -0.83 

      33.28 84.22       

 



 

 

Greenspace Audit Calculations (Outdoor Sports Provision by Community Area) 
 

Area Est Population Typology Required (ha) 
Provision / 

Amount (ha) 

Provision per 
1000 residents 

(Ha) 

Provision / 
Amount (ha) (OS 

combined) 

Provision per 
1000 residents 
(OS combined) 

Surplus / Deficit 
(ha) for 

Community Use 
Only 

Current OS / 
OS-SG 

Combined 

Provision per 
1000 

residents (OS 
/ OS-SG 

combined) 

Surplus / 
Deficit (ha) 
for OS / OS-

SG 
combined 

Current OS / 
OS-SG 

(excluding 
golf courses) 

Provision per 
1000 residents 

(OS / OS-SG 
excluding GC) 

Land not 
currently 

available as OS 
for public use 

Knowsley 149361 

Outdoor Sport Provision (excluding Golf Courses) 
276.32 

177.94 1.19 
341.78 2.29 65.46 

402.95 2.70 126.63 369.14 1.60 

N/A 

Outdoor Sports Provision - Golf Courses 163.84 1.10 N/A 

Outdoor Sport Provision - School Grounds N/A 61.17 0.41 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outdoor Sports - No Public Access N/A 33.57 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
81.69 

Former OS or OS-SG - No Public Access N/A 48.12 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

      
 

484.64 
          

Kirkby 41599 

Outdoor Sport Provision (excluding Golf Courses) 
76.96 

45.07 1.08 
125.14 3.01 48.18 

144.39 3.47 67.43 45.07 1.55 

N/A 

Outdoor Sports Provision - Golf Courses 80.07 1.92 N/A 

Outdoor Sport Provision - School Grounds N/A 19.25 0.46 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outdoor Sports - No Public Access N/A 13.5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
32.10 

Former OS or OS-SG - No Public Access N/A 18.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

      
 

176.49 
          

Huyton 59851 

Outdoor Sport Provision (excluding Golf Courses) 
110.72 

76.12 1.27 
159.89 2.67 49.17 

183.16 3.06 72.44 76.12 1.66 

N/A 

Outdoor Sports Provision - Golf Courses 83.77 1.40 N/A 

Outdoor Sport Provision - School Grounds N/A 23.27 0.39 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outdoor Sports - No Public Access N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
13.89 

Former OS or OS-SG - No Public Access N/A 13.89 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

      
 

197.05 
          

Prescot, Whiston & 
Cronton Village 

26439 

Outdoor Sport Provision (excluding Golf Courses) 
48.91 

31.87 1.21 
31.87 1.21 -17.04 

41.28 1.56 -7.63 31.87 1.56 

N/A 

Outdoor Sports Provision - Golf Courses 0 0.00 N/A 

Outdoor Sport Provision - School Grounds N/A 9.41 0.36 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outdoor Sports - No Public Access N/A 1.21 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
6.64 

Former OS or OS-SG - No Public Access N/A 5.43 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

      
 

47.92 
          

Halewood 21472 

Outdoor Sport Provision (excluding Golf Courses) 
39.72 

24.88 1.16 
24.88 1.16 -14.84 

34.12 1.59 -5.60 24.88 1.59 

N/A 

Outdoor Sports Provision - Golf Courses 0 0.00 N/A 

Outdoor Sport Provision - School Grounds N/A 9.24 0.43 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Outdoor Sports - No Public Access N/A 18.86 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
29.06 

Former OS or OS-SG - No Public Access N/A 10.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

  
    63.18                     

 



 

 

Appendix B



 

 

SRA1 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Saxon Green 6.77 

    

SRA Total 6.77 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Bank Lane 0.33 

    

SRA Total 0.33 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Charlotte's Pagsy 3.43 

Clements Way 1.94 

Linnets Way 1.74 

Simonswood Brook 0.5 

Bank Lane 0.35 

Serenade Road 0.33 

    

SRA Total 8.29 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

7.94 0.35 

96% 4% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Saxon Green 0.23 

    

SRA Total 0.23 

 
Allotments: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Charlottes Pagsy 0.38 

    

SRA Total 0.38 



 

 

SRA 2 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
  

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

  
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Mercers Dell – see explanation* * 

Fairhaven 0.64 

Bank Lane & Shevingtons Lane 0.13 

    

SRA Total 0.77* 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Tower Hill 23.1 

Mercers Dell* 5.06 

Carl's Way 1.09 

Highfield 0.76 

Redmoor Crescent 0.73 

Pingwood Lane & Headbolt Lane 0.43 

Caldwell Close 0.26 

Riversdale Close 0.23 

Headbolt Lane 0.18 

Apollo Crescent 0.15 

Bank Lane & Shevingtons Lane 0.13 

Moorfield Avenue 0.13 

Fallowfield 0.1 

Heather Close 0.08 

Heathfields 0.07 

Tudor View 0.06 

Farlawne Close 0.06 

Shevingtons Lane & Moorfield 0.04 

Stretford Close 0.04 

    

SRA Total 32.7 

 
 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

31.23 1.47 

96% 4% 

 



 

 

Provision for Children and Young People: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Pingwood Play Area 0.07 

Pingwood MUGA 0.04 

Ebony Way Play Area 0.03 

    

SRA Total 0.14 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Moorfield 0.80 

Ebony Way Community Centre 0.57 

    

SRA Total 0.57 

 
  



 

 

SRA 3 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Mill Dam Park 9.24 

    

SRA Total 9.24 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Mercers Dell 3.75 

Southney Close 1.99 

Ennerdale Close & Bank Lane 1.1 

Granbourne Close 0.80 

Simonswood Brook 0.52 

Bank Lane & Boyes Brow 0.44 

Bank Lane & Windermere Drive 0.31 

Park Close 0.19 

Sefton Close & Park Road 0.18 

Rydal Close 0.08 

Bassenthwaite Avenue 0.05 

Mount Road 0.05 

Mount Road & Station Road 0.05 

Grasmere Close 0.04 

Derwent Close 0.03 

Seathwaite Crescent 0.03 

    

SRA Total 9.61 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

6.91 2.70 

72% 28% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Mill Dam Park 0.64 

    

SRA Total 0.64 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Allotments: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Mill Lane 0.23 

    

SRA Total 0.23 

 
  



 

 

SRA4 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Millbrook Park Millenium Green* 15.42 

St. Chad's Garden 1.25 

    

SRA Total 16.67 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations, greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
which have multiple functions are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. Omission of figure prevents double count where 
Millbrook Park is otherwise included in the Parks and Gardens typology. 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Millbrook Park* - see explanation * 

    

SRA Total * 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations, greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
which have multiple functions are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. Omission of figure prevents double count where 
Millbrook Park is otherwise included in the Parks and Gardens typology. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Valley Park 5.9 

Eastfield Walk 4.15 

Copthorne Walk 3.39 

County Road 0.61 

Corbet Road 0.18 

Norbury Close 0.14 

Hall Drive 0.12 

Ingoes Lane 0.09 

Manor Grove 0.08 

Whitefield Drive & Kirkby Row 0.08 

Trentham Walk 0.05 

Ledsham Road 0.05 

Stratton Road 0.04 

Franton Walk 0.04 

Bolton Walk 0.03 

Denver Road 0.03 

Church Green 0.03 

    

SRA Total 15.01 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

13.62 1.39 

91% 9% 



 

 

Provision for Children and Young People: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Copthorne Walk 0.16 

    

SRA Total 0.16 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Delaware Crescent 0.72 

    

SRA Total 0.72 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Millbrook Park 1.06 

    

SRA Total 1.06 

 
  



 

 

SRA5 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Old Rough* 6.08 

Gilsecroft Walk 0.24 

    

SRA Total 6.32 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Old Rough - see * explanation * 

    

SRA Total * 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations, greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
which have multiple functions are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. Omission of figure prevents double count where 
Old Rough is otherwise included in the Parks and Gardens typology. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Warrenhouse Playing Fields**** 14.42 

Overdale 4.43 

St. Kevins 3.04 

Warrenhouse Lane 2.6 

Bramcote Walk 1 

Bramcote Close 0.4 

Brook Hey Drive & Gilsecroft Avenue 0.29 

Roughwood Drive 0.24 

Briery Hey Avenue 0.23 

County Road & Westhead Avenue 0.22 

Tarves Walk 0.2 

Westhead Walk 0.19 

Brook Hey Drive & Quernmore Walk 0.15 

Brook Hey Drive & Deycroft Avenue 0.12 

Daleside Road 0.12 

Burnard Walk & Westhead Avenue 0.1 

Glasven Road 0.08 

Changford Road & Jarrett Road 0.07 

Brook Hey Drive & Roughwood Drive 0.07 

Changford Green 0.06 

Cygnet Court 0.06 

Simonswood Lane & Warrenhouse 
Road 0.06 

Wingate Road 0.06 

Roughwood Drive & Deycroft Avenue 0.05 

Roughwood Drive & Gilsecroft Avenue 0.05 

Glegside Road 0.05 



 

 

Old Rough Lane 0.05 

Westhead Avenue 0.05 

Kenbury Road & Roughwood Avenue 0.04 

Darmond Road & Simonswood Lane 0.04 

Simonswood Lane 0.04 

Burnard Crescent & Burnard Close 0.04 

Quarryside Drive & Colwall Road 0.03 

Darmond Road 0.03 

Bigdale Drive & Sanderling Road 0.03 

Quernmore Road 0.02 

Burnard Crescent & Westhead Avenue 0.02 

Mottram Close 0.01 

    

SRA Total 28.76 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes is also included in separate Community Area 
calculations, but is deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall 
provision figures. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

27.19 1.57 

95% 5% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Old Rough 0.34 

The Pride Centre, County Road 0.28 

Westhead Avenue 0.07 

    

SRA Total 0.69 

 
Allotments:  

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Quernmore 0.3 

Roughwood Drive 0.2 

    

SRA Total 0.5 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Warrenhouse Lane Playing Fields**** 13.09 

All Saints CfL 5.28 

David Lloyd Centre 0.34 

    

SRA Total 18.71 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where all 
land capable of use for these purposes is also included in separate Community Area calculations, 
but is deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 



 

 

SRA6 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Wignall Park 4.67 

Webster Park 2.73 

    

SRA Total 7.4 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Willow Tree Plantation 2.63 

Ribblers Lane 1.99 

Bluebell Woods 1.56 

    

SRA Total 6.18 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Kirkby Brook 8.05 

Tithebarn  5.22 

Eagle Court 3.66 

Delfby Crescent 2.33 

Leyburn Close 1.27 

County Road 0.27 

Thursby Walk 0.26 

Garth Walk 0.2 

Hartwood Close 0.19 

Dalry Walk 0.13 

Rockford Close 0.12 

Lyelake Close 0.12 

Cleadon Close 0.11 

Broad Lane 0.11 

Park Brow Drive 0.08 

Wellfield Avenue 0.08 

Hartwood Square 0.07 

Peatwood Road 0.07 

Bainton Close 0.06 

Findon Road 0.06 

Moreston Walk 0.06 

Grosmont Road 0.05 

Heskin Walk 0.05 

Overdene Walk 0.05 

Rhosesmor Close 0.05 

Thistle Hey Road 0.05 

Cawthorne Avenue 0.04 

Pinfold Crescent 0.04 

Shirdley Walk 0.04 



 

 

Heskin Close 0.03 

    

SRA Total 22.92 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

21.29 1.63 

93% 7% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Wignall Park 0.59 

Webster Park 0.22 

Southdene Community Centre 0.11 

    

SRA Total 0.92 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Former All Saints School site 7.84 

Kirkby Sports College 7.82 

Broad Lane / Lindby Road 3.63 

Webster Park 0.35 

Wignall Park 0.28 

Kirkby Leisure Centre 0.1 

    

SRA Total 20.02 

  



 

 

SRA7 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Longmoor Lane** 5.62 

Field Lane 0.89 

    

SRA Total 6.51 

 
** SRA7 calculations include land to the north of Valley Road that immediately adjoins the 
boundary, which remains accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not 
otherwise included in Knowsley’s calculations. 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Valley Road** 3.59 

Field Lane** 3.27 

    

SRA Total 6.86 

 
** SRA7 calculations include land to the north of Valley Road that immediately adjoins the 
boundary which remains accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not 
otherwise included in Knowsley’s calculations. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Amanda Road 0.34 

Jean Walk 0.06 

Elizabeth Road 0.03 

Sheila Walk 0.03 

    

SRA Total 0.46 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

0.34 0.12 

74% 26% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Field Lane 0.33 

    

SRA Total 0.33 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 



 

 

Outdoor Sports Provision: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Liverpool Municipal Golf Club** 80.07 

Longmoor Lane** 2.27 

Field Lane Park 0.15 

    

SRA Total 82.49 

 
** SRA7 calculations include land to the north of Valley Road that immediately adjoins the 
boundary which remains accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not 
otherwise included in Knowsley’s calculations.  



 

 

SRA 8 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Knowsley Village Recreation 
Ground**** 

1.81 

    

SRA Total 1.81 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect P&G / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Syders Grove 4.58 

Ormskirk Lodge** 1.51 

Pinfold Wood 0.73 

Dumbreeze Wood 0.67 

    

SRA Total 7.49 

 
** SRA8 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which remains accessible 
and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not otherwise included in Knowsley’s 
calculations. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Mill Lane** 0.9 

Syders Grove 0.88 

Ross Closs & Home Farm Road 0.63 

Riding Hill Road 0.34 

Frederick Lunt Avenue 0.27 

Knowsley Lane 0.16 

Riding Hill Walk 0.13 

Berry Hill Avenue & Home Farm Road 0.12 

Homer Road & Knowsley Lane 0.12 

Fountain Road 0.11 

Wilton Drive 0.07 

Homer Road 0.05 

Longborough Road 0.05 

Parklands 0.04 

Sugar Lane 0.03 

Berry Hill Avenue   0.02 

    

SRA Total 3.92 

 
** SRA8 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which 
remains accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not 
otherwise included in Knowsley’s calculations. 



 

 

 
 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

3.04 0.88 

78% 22% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Knowsley Village Recreation Ground 0.15 

Mill Lane** 0.12 

    

SRA Total 0.27 

 
** SRA8 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which remains accessible 
and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not otherwise included in Knowsley’s 
calculations. 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Mill Lane** 0.9 

Knowsley Village Recreation 
Ground**** 0.74 

    

SRA Total 1.64 

 
** SRA8 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which remains accessible 
and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not otherwise included in Knowsley’s 
calculations. 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect P&G / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures.  



 

 

SRA9 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Little Wood 6.95 

The Roughs** 4.13 

Stockbridge Lane 1.85 

    

SRA Total 12.93 

 
** SRA9 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which remains accessible 
and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not otherwise included in Knowsley’s 
calculations. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Pool Hey**** 15.11 

Boode Croft Doorstep Green 6.73 

Lyons Pit 4.09 

Waterpark Drive 3.22 

Little Wood South 2.8 

The Withens 2.29 

Line Square 1.45 

Croxteth Lane 1.37 

The Spinney 1.06 

Milestone Hey 0.75 

Custley Hey 0.71 

Boode Croft   0.65 

Hollow Croft 0.41 

Denes Way 0.32 

Waterpark Drive & Haswell Drive 0.31 

Haswell Drive & Whitethorne Drive 0.27 

Denecliff 0.18 

Woodfarm Hey 0.16 

Boydell Close 0.06 

Buckthorn Close 0.05 

Brandearth Hey 0.04 

Plum Tree Close 0.04 

    

SRA Total 42.07 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 



 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

40.96 1.11 

97% 3% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

The Croft 0.24 

Boode Croft Doorstep Green MUGA 0.05 

    

SRA Total 0.29 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Pool Hey**** 13.07 

Christ the King 2.85 

Waterpark Drive**** 1.07 

The Croft 0.11 

    

SRA Total 17.1 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary 
typology where all land capable of use for these purposes in separate 
Community Area calculations, but is deducted from overall Borough wide 
numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

  



 

 

SRA10 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Alt Park 1.38 

    

SRA Total 1.38 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Woolfall Heath 4.43 

    

SRA Total 4.43 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Stockbridge Lane 2.07 

Woolfall Heath 2 

Filton Road & Sleaford Road 1.94 

Alt Park 1.59 

Fairclough Road 0.36 

Fincham Green 0.23 

Fincham Square 0.22 

Stockbridge Lane 0.11 

Calgarth Road & Woolfall Heath 
Avenue 0.08 

Heath Road 0.04 

Barkbeth Road 0.04 

    

SRA Total 8.68 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

8.41 0.27 

97% 3% 

 

Temporary Provision   

Site Total Area (ha) 

Rosebank Way*** 1.74 

Mardale Road & Woolfall Heath 
Avenue*** 0.91 

    

SRA Total 2.65 
 

***Temporary provision only - pending implementation of 07/00338/OUT - excluded from 
calculations 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Provision for Children and Young People: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Alt Park 0.8 

Filton Road 0.06 

    

SRA Total 0.86 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Christ the King 4.47 

Alt Park 0.41 

Woolfall Heath Avenue 0.34 

    

SRA Total 5.22 

 
  



 

 

SRA11 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Wastle Bridge Park 1.77 

    

SRA Total 1.77 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Altmoor Road 1.59 

Pennard Avenue 1.33 

St. Christophers Drive 1.05 

Nyland Road 0.38 

Liverpool Road & Pennard Avenue 0.29 

Pennard Avenue & Woolfall Heath 
Avenue 0.23 

Lyme Close 0.23 

Cromford Road 0.19 

Parkway 0.15 

Wastle Bridge Road & Hillside Road 0.14 

Hillside Avenue 0.06 

Lyme Cross Road 0.04 

Moorcroft Road 0.04 

Radway Road 0.03 

    

SRA Total 5.75 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

5 0.75 

87% 13% 

 

Temporary Provision   

Site Total Area (ha) 

Hillside Avenue North*** 6.86 

Hillside Avenue South*** 0.75 

Pennard Avenue & Hillside Avenue*** 0.25 

    

SRA Total 7.86 

 
***Temporary provision only - pending implementation of 07/00338/OUT - excluded from 
calculations 

 



 

 

Provision for Children and Young People: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Lord Derby Playing Fields** 9.26 

Nyland Road 0.07 

    

SRA Total 9.33 

 
** SRA11 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which remains 
accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not otherwise included in 
Knowsley’s calculations. 

  



 

 

SRA12 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Jubilee Park**** 5.71 

    

SRA Total 5.71 

 
**** Represents partial double count to reflect P&G / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology 
where all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Greenway 0.65 

Page Green 0.14 

Huyton House Road 0.08 

Page Moss Parade 0.07 

Aylton Road 0.05 

Newby Drive 0.05 

Page Moss Avenue 0.04 

Elmswood Grove 0.04 

Sedburgh Grove 0.03 

Garrowby Drive 0.03 

    

SRA Total 1.18 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

0.87 0.39 

74% 33% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Jubilee Park 0.42 

    

SRA Total 0.42 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Allotments:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Jubilee Park**** 3.27 

Jubilee Park Bowling Green 0.21 

    

SRA Total 3.48 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect P&G / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where all 
land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is deducted 
from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures.  



 

 

SRA13 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Bowring Park 1.55 

    

SRA Total 1.55 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Roby Road 0.42 

    

SRA Total 0.42 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Arnside Road / Merton Crescent**** 5.41 

Craigwood Way 0.27 

Marconi 0.22 

Roby Road 0.12 

Woodlands Road 0.06 

Forest Drive 0.04 

    

SRA Total 6.12 
 

**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

5.9 0.22 

96% 4% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Arnside Road / Merton Crescent 0.49 

    

SRA Total 0.49 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
 
 



 

 

Outdoor Sports Provision: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Arnside Road / Merton Crescent**** 5.41 

    

SRA Total 5.41 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where all 
land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is deducted 
from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures.  



 

 

SRA14 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

KGV**** 9.97 

South Alt Park 4.14 

Stanley Road / Bluebell Lane 0.05 

    

SRA Total 14.16 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect P&G / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

KGV Woodland 2.18 

    

SRA Total 2.18 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Cassino Road 0.65 

Glade Road 0.61 

Coppice Crescent 0.56 

Longview Lane 0.32 

Bakers Green Road & Midway Road 0.22 

Malta Close 0.2 

Reeds Road 0.18 

Westminster Grove 0.16 

Brookwood Road 0.11 

Adswood Road (N) 0.08 

Adswood Road (S) 0.03 

Northwood Road 0.03 

    

SRA Total 3.15 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

1.63 1.52 

52% 48% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

KGV Stepping Stones 0.22 

KGV Play Area 0.15 

    

SRA Total 0.37 

 



 

 

Allotments: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Cuper Crescent 0.23 

    

SRA Total 0.23 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

KGV**** 10.82 

Huyton CC 1.51 

Huyton CC Bowling Green 0.13 

    

SRA Total 12.46 

 
**** Represents partial double count to reflect P&G / OS dual use of site - OS is 
primary typology where all land capable of use for these purposes in separate 
Community Area calculations, but is deducted from overall Borough wide 
numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

  



 

 

SRA15 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Huyton Wetlands* 4.17 

    

SRA Total 4.17 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Huyton Wetlands - *see explanation * 

Huyton Church Road 0.3 

 
  

SRA Total 0.3* 
 

* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park (Atlee 
Road) 

1.09 

St. Gabriels 0.61 

Hey Park 0.2 

Lyndhurst Way 0.08 

Hardie Road 0.07 

Lansbury Road 0.06 

Seel Road & St. Gabriels Way 0.04 

Henderson Road 0.04 

Derby Road 0.03 

Molyneux Close 0.03 

    

SRA Total 2.25 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

1.7 0.55 

76% 24% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park 0.36 

    

SRA Total 0.36 

 



 

 

Allotments: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Huyton Arts & Sports CfL 6.46 

Huyton Leisure & Culture Park 1.76 

    

SRA Total 8.22 

  



 

 

SRA16 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Stadt Moers 6.61 

    

SRA Total 6.61 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Wood Lane 0.3 

    

SRA Total 0.3 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Whiston Lane 2.42 

Lauren Close 0.31 

Helsby Green 0.19 

Essex Road 0.17 

Oxford Road 0.14 

York Road 0.06 

Longview Drive 0.05 

Hurst Park Drive 0.05 

Wood Lane 0.05 

Durham Way 0.05 

Lincoln Way 0.03 

    

SRA Total 3.52 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

2.92 0.6 

83% 17% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Stadt Moers 0.86 

    

SRA Total 0.86 

 



 

 

Outdoor Sports Provision: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Huyton Golf Club 37.95 

Mosscroft Primary School 1.6 

    

SRA Total 39.55 

 
  



 

 

SRA 17 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Malvern Avenue 0.47 

Mayfair Avenue 0.17 

Malvern Crescent 0.12 

Corwen Crescent 0.1 

Greystone Road 0.05 

Norbreck Avenue 0.05 

Westfield Avenue 0.04 

Penrose Avenue West 0.03 

    

SRA Total 1.03 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

0.64 0.39 

62% 38% 

 

Temporary Provision   

Site Total Area (ha) 

Thingwall Hall***** 
 

18.11 
 

 
***** Allocated for housing with planning permission - existing site: 17.94 of AGS minus 
commitment = 1.71 Ha (on site provision to be retained as part of 03/01150/OUT) - temporary 
provision excluded until implementation. 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Swanside Community Centre  0.06 

    

SRA Total 0.06 

 
 
 



 

 

Allotments: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Swanside Playing Fields 3.89 

Boundary PH Bowling Green 0.17 

    

SRA Total 4.06 

 
  



 

 

SRA18 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Court Hey Park 13.23 

    

SRA Total 13.23 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Roby Road** 0.43 

    

SRA Total 0.43 

 
** SRA18 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which remains 
accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not otherwise included in 
Knowsley’s calculations. 

 
           Amenity Greenspace:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Roby Road** 0.31 

Rimmer Avenue 0.1 

    

SRA Total 0.41 

 
** SRA18 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which remains 
accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not otherwise included in 
Knowsley’s calculations. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

0.31 0.1 

76% 24% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Court Hey Park 0.24 

    

SRA Total 0.24 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Bowring Park** 1.13 

    

SRA Total 1.13 

 
** SRA18 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which remains 
accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not otherwise included in 
Knowsley’s calculations. 

 



 

 

Outdoor Sports Provision: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Bowring Park Golf Club** 23.6 

Court Hey Park Cricket Ground 1.29 

Court Hey Park BG 0.17 

    

SRA Total 25.06 

 
** SRA18 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which 
remains accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not 
otherwise included in Knowsley’s calculations. 

  



 

 

SRA19 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Bowring Park 6.4 

    

SRA Total 6.4 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Oulton Lane 1.78 

Ten Acre Pits 1.4 

Rabbit Wood 0.97 

Huyton Leisure Centre 0.57 

Willow Wood 0.3 

    

SRA Total 5.02 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Former Huyton Leisure Centre 2.5 

Blacklow Brow**** 1.86 

Willow Avenue 0.31 

Oak Road 0.26 

Tarbock Road 0.11 

Ruskin Way 0.02 

    

SRA Total 5.06 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

4.47 0.59 

88% 12% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Bowring Park 0.2 

    

SRA Total 0.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Allotments: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Bowring Park 22.22 

Blacklow Brow**** 1.86 

Huyton Leisure Centre Tennis Courts 0.27 

    

SRA Total 24.35 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

  



 

 

SRA20 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Springwood - see * explanation N/A 

    

SRA Total N/A 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Springwood* 2.64 

Bardley Crescent 0.4 

Smithford Walk 0.14 

Cornel Way 0.14 

Cringles Drive 0.05 

Hawke Green 0.04 

    

SRA Total 3.41 
 

* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

2.64 0.77 

77% 23% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 



 

 

Outdoor Sports Provision: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
 
  



 

 

SRA21 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

McGoldrick Park 4.62 

Sawpit Park 1.16 

    

SRA Total 5.78 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

St. Johns Road 0.22 

St. Marks Road 0.04 

    

SRA Total 0.26 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

0.22 0.04 

85% 15% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

McGoldrick Park 0.26 

    

SRA Total 0.26 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Glendevon Road 0.31 

    

SRA Total 0.31 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

McGoldrick Park Bowling Green 0.14 

    

SRA Total 0.14 

 
 
 



 

 

SRA22 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

St. Johns Millennium Green 2.16 

    

SRA Total 2.16 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Cowper Way**** 1.65 

Logwood Road 0.86 

Tarbock Road 0.35 

Deepfield Drive 0.17 

Meadow Drive & Fieldway 0.17 

Edinburgh Drive 0.14 

Dryden Grove 0.13 

Manor Farm Road & St. Johns Road 0.13 

Caldwell Centre 0.12 

Manor Farm Road 0.09 

Boundary Walk 0.07 

Manor Farm Road & Meadow Drive 0.05 

Sandiway East 0.05 

Greenfield Drive 0.04 

Manley Road 0.04 

Oakfield Grove 0.04 

Shelley Close 0.04 

St. Johns Road 0.04 

Boundary Road & Elizabeth Road 0.03 

Tennyson Road 0.03 

Alder Avenue & Cowper Way 0.02 

Boundary Road   0.02 

Darwick Drive 0.02 

Greenfield Grove 0.02 

Meadow Drive & Elizabeth Road 0.02 

Scott Avenue 0.02 

Wordsworth Way 0.02 

    

SRA Total 4.38 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 



 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

3.33 1.05 

76% 24% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

St. Johns Millennium Green 0.37 

    

SRA Total 0.37 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Cowper Way**** 0.11 

    

SRA Total 0.11 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

  



 

 

SRA23 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Stadt Moers 14.21 

    

SRA Total 14.21 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

West View**** 1.11 

    

SRA Total 1.11 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

1.11 0 

100% 0% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Stadt Moers 0.19 

    

SRA Total 0.19 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

West View**** 0.48 

    

SRA Total 0.48 

 



 

 

**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

  



 

 

SRA24 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Eaton Street 2.67 

    

SRA Total 2.67 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Yates Plantation** 2.6 

St. Helens Road 2.35 

Knowsley Park Lane* - see explanation * 

    

SRA Total 4.95* 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 
 
** SRA18 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which remains 
accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not otherwise included in 
Knowsley’s calculations. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

St. Helens Road 0.9 

Knowsley Park Lane* 0.28 

Rowson Street 0.1 

Greenwood Close 0.08 

Columbia Road 0.07 

Knowsley Park Lane & Egerton Street 0.06 

Egerton Street 0.05 

    

SRA Total 1.54 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

1.18 0.36 

77% 23% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Eaton Park 0.18 

    

SRA Total 0.18 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Allotments: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Knowsley Park CfL 7.73 

Valerie Park 1.3 

Eaton Park Bowling Greens 0.24 

Warrington Road Bowling Green 0.16 

    

SRA Total 9.43 

  



 

 

SRA25 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Prescot KGV (Browns Field)**** 6.95 

    

SRA Total 6.95 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Carr Lane 8.28 

Pottery Fields 0.06 

    

SRA Total 8.34 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Wood Lane 0.82 

Bridge Road 0.51 

Manchester Road 0.45 

Cyprus Street 0.19 

Steley Way 0.17 

Beaconsfield 0.08 

Derby Street 0.07 

Market Place 0.07 

Wood Lane & Manchester Road 0.07 

Cyprus Street & Kemble Street 0.06 

Pennington Gardens 0.06 

Ackers Street 0.05 

Cables 0.04 

Church Street & Derby Street 0.04 

West Street 0.04 

Church Street & West Street 0.03 

Pottery Fields 0.03 

Chapel Street 0.01 

    

SRA Total 2.79 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

7.92 1.82 

81% 19% 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Provision for Children and Young People: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Prescot KGV (Browns Field) 0.37 

    

SRA Total 0.37 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Prescot KGV (Browns Field)**** 4.53 

Prescot Manor Bowling Club 0.24 

    

SRA Total 4.77 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

  



 

 

SRA26 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Henley Park 2.21 

    

SRA Total 2.21 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Two Butt Lane**** 5.06 

Edward Road 0.38 

Honeybourne Drive 0.31 

Vining Road 0.07 

    

SRA Total 5.82 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

5.75 0.07 

99% 1% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Henley Park 0.14 

    

SRA Total 0.14 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Outdoor Sports Provision: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Two Butt Lane**** 3.23 

Prescot Leisure Centre 1.27 

    

SRA Total 4.5 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

  



 

 

SRA27 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Stadt Moers 28.64 

    

SRA Total 28.64 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Whiston Greenway 2.36 

Ash Grove 0.89 

Lovett Drive 0.83 

Shaw Lane 0.77 

Willow Avenue 0.61 

Hazel Avenue1 0.37 

Dragon Lane 0.36 

Maple Grove 0.21 

Dennett Road 0.16 

Greenes Road 0.14 

Brook Street 0.13 

Carrs Terrace 0.1 

Hughes Avenue & Thomas Drive 0.1 

Lathum Close 0.1 

Saunders Avenue & Molyneux Drive 0.1 

Saunders Avenue   0.09 

Coronation Drive 0.07 

Cross Lane 0.07 

Gregson Road 0.07 

Hazel Avenue2 0.07 

Youatt Avenue 0.07 

Cherry Tree Close 0.06 

Hughes Avenue & Johnson Avenue 0.06 

Molyneux Drive   0.06 

Molyneux Drive Parade 0.04 

Johnson Avenue 0.03 

Pottery Close 0.03 

Cedar Road & Cherry Tree Close 0.02 

Shaw Lane & Dragon Lane 0.02 

    

SRA Total 7.99 

 
 



 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

6.2 1.79 

78% 22% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Bryer Road 0.15 

Stadt Moers 0.06 

    

SRA Total 0.21 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Molyneux Drive 0.56 

    

SRA Total 0.56 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

George & Dragon Bowling Green 0.11 

Old Colliery Road 0.08 

    

SRA Total 0.19 

 
  



 

 

SRA28 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Shelley Place 0.22 

Byron Avenue & Oak Road 0.17 

Dragon Crescent 0.14 

The Crescent 0.13 

Poets Green 0.1 

Milton Close 0.04 

Walpole Avenue 0.04 

Dryden Close 0.03 

The Crescent & Byron Avenue 0.02 

The Crescent & Keats Avenue 0.02 

    

SRA Total 0.91 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

0.32 0.59 

35%                    65% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Allotments:  

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
 
 



 

 

Outdoor Sports Provision: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

St. Edmund Arrowsmith CfL 5.15 

Whiston Willis 0.55 

    

SRA Total 5.7 

 
  



 

 

SRA29  by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Stadt Moers 37.15 

    

SRA Total 37.15 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Paradise Lane 0.52 

Jubilee Drive 0.34 

Cronton Avenue 0.13 

    

SRA Total 0.99 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

0.86 0.13 

87% 13% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
 
 



 

 

SRA30 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Whitestone Millennium Green 1.24 

    

SRA Total 1.24 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Penny Wood 2.73 

Driveway & Cumber Lane 0.67 

Lickers Lane 0.3 

Driveway & Fox’s Bank Lane 0.08 

    

SRA Total 3.78 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Lickers Lane Playing Fields**** 3.33 

Pennywood Drive 0.92 

Skeffington 0.62 

Manorwood Drive 0.58 

Lickers Lane 0.53 

Fisher Place & Nelson Place 0.47 

Driveway & Cumber Lane 0.4 

Sherwood Drive 0.31 

Copperwood Drive 0.28 

Foxshaw Close 0.19 

Deanwood Close 0.16 

Rudgate 0.14 

Langbar & Linwood Grove 0.12 

Lyneham 0.09 

Langbar   0.08 

Drake Close 0.05 

Ropers Bridge Close 0.04 

Dragon Lane & Ropers Bridge Close 0.03 

Beatty Close 0.02 

Driveway 0.02 

    

SRA Total 8.38 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

7.52 0.86 

90% 10% 



 

 

Provision for Children and Young People: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Foxshaw Close Play Area 0.13 

Lickers Lane Play Area 0.12 

Whitestone MUGA 0.05 

    

SRA Total 0.3 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Lickers Lane Playing Fields**** 3.33 

Horseshoe PH Bowling Green 0.17 

    

SRA Total 3.5 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

  



 

 

SRA31 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Hall Lane Park 1.7 

War Memorial, Smithy Lane 0.05 

    

SRA Total 1.75 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Houghton Croft* - see below * 

    

SRA Total * 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & 
Semi-Natural typology have multiple functions they are otherwise included in 
the secondary typology for calculation purposes reflective of their benefit to 
the public. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Houghton Croft* 0.38 

    

SRA Total 0.38 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & 
Semi-Natural typology have multiple functions they are otherwise included in 
the secondary typology for calculation purposes reflective of their benefit to 
the public. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

0.38 0 

100% 0% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Hall Lane Park Play Area 0.16 

    

SRA Total 0.16 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 



 

 

Outdoor Sports Provision: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Parklands, Chapel Lane** 2.62 

Hall Lane Park 0.41 

    

SRA Total 3.03 
 

** SRA31 calculations include land that immediately adjoins the boundary which remains 
accessible and functionally beneficial to the SRA residents and is not otherwise included in 
Knowsley’s calculations. 

  



 

 

SRA32 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Park** 8.23 

Frensham Park 1.73 

    

SRA Total 9.96 

 
** 4th of total of Borough Park which adjoins boundary and is accessible (shared to avoid double 
count). Overall park size 32.94 ha is fully accessible.  

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Edenhall Drive 2.36 

    

SRA Total 2.36 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Arncliffe Road 5.88 

Frederick Lunt Playing Fields**** 2.68 

Markfield Crescent 0.08 

Stanford Crescent 0.08 

Abberley Road 0.06 

Camberley Drive 0.06 

Didcot Close 0.03 

Edenhall Drive 0.03 

    

SRA Total 8.9 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

8.56 0.34 

96% 4% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Arncliffe Community Centre 0.49 

Frensham Park 0.18 

Halewood Park*** 0.07 

    

SRA Total 0.74 

 
*** 1/2 share to avoid double count with SRA33 - located in middle of park between accesses. 

 



 

 

Allotments: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Frederick Lunt Playing Fields**** 4.46 

Arncliffe Road**** 3.69 

    

SRA Total 8.15 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

  



 

 

SRA33 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Park** 8.23 

    

SRA Total 8.23 
 

** 4th of total of Borough Park which adjoins boundary and is accessible (shared to avoid 
double count). Overall park size 32.94 ha is fully accessible.  

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Church Road 2.17 

Lydiate Lane 0.39 

Openfields Close* - see explanation  * 

  SRA Total 2.56* 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural 
typology have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for 
calculation purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Turnstone Drive 2.44 

Okell Drive & Betony Close 1.65 

Okell Drive & Torcross Way 0.63 

Elworthy Drive & Okell Drive 0.44 

Openfields Close* 0.21 

Totnes Avenue 0.06 

Honeysuckle Close 0.03 

    

SRA Total 5.46 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural 
typology have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for 
calculation purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

4.53 0.93 

83% 17% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Park*** 0.07 

    

SRA Total 0.07 

 



 

 

Allotments: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

  



 

 

SRA34 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Cartbridge Lane 2.77 

Court Farm 2.71 

    

SRA Total 5.48 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Applewood Grove 0.63 

Cartbridge Lane & Hever Drive 0.13 

Tavington Road 0.1 

    

SRA Total 0.86 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

0.63 0.23 

73% 27% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Church Road Bowling Green 0.18 

    

SRA Total 0.18 

 
  



 

 

SRA35 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Park** 8.23 

    

SRA Total 8.23 
 

** 4th of total of Borough Park which adjoins boundary and is accessible (shared to avoid double 
count). Overall park size 32.94 ha is fully accessible.  

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Station 4.15 

Rainbow Drive 0.06 

St. Ives Way* - see below * 

    

SRA Total 4.21* 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Hilton Grace Recreation Ground**** 3.28 

St. Ives Way* 2.2 

Plantation 1.06 

Lower Close 0.21 

Elwyn Drive 0.12 

Hollies Road & Crantock Close 0.09 

Trispen Close & Okell Drive 0.09 

Hollies Road & Church Road 0.05 

Lower Road 0.03 

Trispen Close   0.03 

    

SRA Total 7.16 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

  
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

6.87 0.29 

96% 4% 

 
 



 

 

Provision for Children and Young People: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Hilton Grace Recreation Ground 0.46 

    

SRA Total 0.46 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Hilton Grace Recreation Ground**** 2.6 

Baileys Lane Bowling Green 0.12 

    

SRA Total 2.72 

  



 

 

SRA36 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Park** 8.23 

Grace Park  4.02  

  SRA Total 12.25 
 

** 4th of total of Borough Park which adjoins boundary and is accessible (shared to avoid double 
count). Overall park size 32.94 ha is fully accessible.  

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Penmann Crescent1* - see below * 

    

SRA Total * 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Penmann Crescent a* 0.46 

Pendleton Green 0.09 

Wensley Avenue 0.09 

Higher Road 0.08 

Wood Road & Penmann Crescent 0.08 

Fir Avenue 0.06 

Baileys Lane 0.02 

Broom Way 0.02 

Penmann Crescent b 0.02 

    

SRA Total 0.92 

 
* For the purposes of SRA calculations if greenspaces within the Natural & Semi-Natural typology 
have multiple functions they are otherwise included in the secondary typology for calculation 
purposes reflective of their benefit to the public. 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

0.46 0.46 

50% 50% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Grace Park 0.52 

    

SRA Total 0.52 



 

 

Allotments:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood CfL 3.28 

Grace Park 0.97 

    

SRA Total 4.25 

  



 

 

SRA37 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Finch Wood 3.96 

Baileys Lane 0.38 

    

SRA Total 4.34 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Higher Road 0.63 

Blakeacre Road 0.07 

Hornbeam Road & Birchen Road 0.07 

Baileys Lane & Higher Road 0.06 

Barncroft Road & Hillingden Avenue 0.05 

Barncroft Road & Kenton Avenue 0.04 

Baileys Lane   0.03 

Antons Road & Marsden Road 0.02 

Baileys Lane & Roseheath Drive 0.02 

Roseheath Drive & Marsden Road 0.02 

    

SRA Total 1.01 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

4.48 0.46 

91% 9% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Leisure Centre 0.35 

    

SRA Total 0.35 

 
Allotments: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

None 0 

    

SRA Total 0 

 



 

 

Outdoor Sports Provision: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Leisure Centre 4.88 

    

SRA Total 4.88 

  



 

 

SRA38 by Typology 
 

Parks and Gardens:  
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Doorstep Green**** 14.86 

    

SRA Total 14.86 

 
**** Represents double count to reflect AGS / OS dual use of site - OS is primary typology where 
all land capable of use for these purposes in separate Community Area calculations, but is 
deducted from overall Borough wide numbers to ensure accuracy of overall provision figures. 

 
Natural and Semi-Natural: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

New Hutte Wood 4.03 

    

SRA Total 4.03 

 
Amenity Greenspace: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

New Hutte Lane 2.46 

Torrington Drive 0.38 

Mirfield Close & Romford Way 0.33 

Maldon Close 0.11 

Redbourne Avenue & Romford Way 0.11 

New Hutte Lane & Higher Lane 0.07 

Torrington Drive & Boundary Farm 
Road 0.06 

Honeyhall Road 0.05 

Torrington Drive & Tiverton Close 0.05 

Holland Road 0.04 

Lakenheath Road 0.04 

    

SRA Total 3.7 

 

Active (ha) Passive (ha) 

3.17 0.53 

86% 14% 

 
Provision for Children and Young People: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Doorstep Green Play Area 0.3 

    

SRA Total 0.3 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Allotments: 
 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Holland Park 0.24 

    

SRA Total 0.24 

 
Outdoor Sports Provision: 

 

Site Total Area (ha) 

Halewood Doorstep Green**** 3.46 

    

SRA Total 3.46 

 
 



 

 

Appendix C



 

 

Site SRA 
Total Area 

(ha) 
Quality 
Score 

Quality 
Rating 

Charlotte's Pagsy 1 3.43 58 Good 

Clements Way 1 1.94 56 Good 

Linnet Way 1 1.74 53 Fair 

Serenade Road 1 0.33 53 Fair 

Simonswood Brook 1 0.5 52 Fair 

Caldwell Close 2 0.26 52 Fair 

Carl's Way 2 1.09 58 Good 

Highfield 2 0.76 58 Good 

Mercers Dell* 2 5.06 53 Fair 

Redmoor Crescent 2 0.73 54 Fair 

Riversdale Close 2 0.23 55 Fair 

Tower Hill 2 23.1 52 Fair 

Granbourne Close 3 0.80 68 Excellent 

Mercers Dell 3 3.75 53 Fair 

Park Close 3 0.19 55 Fair 

Sefton Close & Park Road 3 0.18 54 Fair 

Southney Close 3 1.99 55 Fair 

Copthorne Walk 4 3.39 60 Good 

Corbet Road 4 0.18 50 Fair 

Eastfield Walk 4 4.15 48 Fair 

Valley Park Meadow 4 5.9 64 Good 

Bramcote Close 5 0.4 52 Fair 

Bramcote Walk 5 1 56 Good 

Briery Hey Avenue 5 0.23 62 Good 

Brook Hey Drive & Deycroft Avenue 5 0.12 38 Poor 

Brook Hey Drive & Gilsecroft Avenue 5 0.29 38 Poor 

County Road & Westhead Avenue 5 0.22 56 Good 

Overdale 5 4.43 55 Fair 

Roughwood Drive 5 0.24 35 Very Poor 

St. Kevins 5 3.04 58 Good 

Tarves Walk 5 0.2 55 Fair 

Warrenhouse Lane 5 2.6 56 Good 

Warrenhouse Playing Fields**** 5 14.42 56 Good 

Dalry Walk 6 0.13 54 Fair 

Delfby Crescent 6 2.33 64 Good 

Eagle Court 6 3.66 55 Fair 

Garth Walk 6 0.2 42 Poor 

Hartwood Square 6 0.07 54 Fair 

Kirkby Brook 6 8.05 62 Good 

Leyburn Close 6 1.27 64 Good 

Thursby Walk 6 0.26 53 Fair 

Tithebarn  6 5.22 62 Good 

Amanda Road 7 0.34 52 Fair 

Knowsley Lane 8 0.16 66 Excellent 

Mill Lane** 8 0.9 68 Excellent 

Riding Hill Road 8 0.34 58 Good 

Riding Hill Walk 8 0.13 48 Fair 

Ross Closs & Home Farm Road 8 0.63 56 Good 

Syders Grove 8 0.88 66 Excellent 



 

 

Site SRA 
Total Area 

(ha) 
Quality 
Score 

Quality 
Rating 

Boode Croft   9 0.65 55 Fair 

Boode Croft Doorstep Green 9 6.73 56 Fair 

Croxteth Lane 9 1.37 66 Excellent 

Custley Hey 9 0.71 55 Fair 

Denes Way 9 0.32 52 Fair 

Hollow Croft 9 0.41 49 Fair 

Line Square 9 1.45 42 Poor 

Little Wood South 9 2.8 58 Good 

Lyons Pit 9 4.09 64 Good 

Milestone Hey 9 0.75 48 Fair 

Pool Hey**** 9 15.11 54 Fair 

The Spinney 9 1.06 55 Fair 

The Withens 9 2.29 58 Good 

Waterpark Drive 9 3.22 55 Fair 

Alt Park 10 1.59 55 Fair 

Fairclough Road 10 0.36 55 Fair 

Filton Road & Sleaford Road 10 1.94 55 Fair 

Fincham Green 10 0.23 63 Good 

Fincham Square 10 0.22 64 Good 

Stockbridge Lane 10 2.07 56 Good 

Woolfall Heath 10 2 54 Fair 

Altmoor Road 11 1.59 51 Fair 

Cromford Road 11 0.19 60 Good 

Lyme Close 11 0.23 62 Good 

Nyland Road 11 0.38 55 Fair 

Pennard Avenue 11 1.33 55 Fair 

Pennard Avenue & Woolfall Heath Avenue 11 0.23 60 Good 

St. Christophers Drive 11 1.05 62 Good 

Greenway 12 0.65 58 Good 

Page Green 12 0.14 56 Fair 

Arnside Road**** 13 5.41 60 Good 

Craigwood Way 13 0.27 50 Fair 

Marconi 13 0.22 53 Fair 

Bakers Green Road & Midway Road 14 0.22 52 Fair 

Cassino Road 14 0.65 62 Good 

Coppice Crescent 14 0.56 55 Fair 

Malta Close 14 0.2 48 Fair 

Knowsley Leisure & Culture Park (Atlee 
Road) 15 1.09 44 Poor 

St. Gabriels 15 0.61 60 Good 

Helston Green 16 0.19 58 Good 

Lauren Close 16 0.31 45 Poor 

Whiston Lane 16 2.42 60 Good 

Malvern Avenue 17 0.47 62 Good 

Mayfair Avenue 17 0.17 64 Good 

Roby Road 18 0.31 51 Fair 

Blacklow Brow**** 19 1.86 62 Good 

Huyton Leisure Centre 19 2.5 66 Excellent 

Tarbock Road 19 0.11 62 Good 

Springwood* 20 2.64 66 Excellent 



 

 

Site SRA 
Total Area 

(ha) 
Quality 
Score 

Quality 
Rating 

St. Johns Road 21 0.22 62 Good 

Caldwell Centre 22 0.12 56 Good 

Cowper Way**** 22 1.65 52 Fair 

Deepfield Drive 22 0.17 55 Fair 

Dryden Grove 22 0.13 52 Fair 

Edinburgh Drive 22 0.14 55 Fair 

Logwood Road 22 0.86 60 Good 

Manor Farm Road 22 0.09 44 Poor 

Meadow Drive & Fieldway 22 0.17 58 Good 

West View**** 23 1.11 67 Excellent 

Knowsley Park Lane* 24 0.28 57 Good 

St. Helens Road 24 0.9 67 Excellent 

Beaconsfield 25 0.08 55 Fair 

Market Place 25 0.07 57 Good 

Wood Lane 25 0.82 58 Good 

Edward Road 26 0.38 58 Good 

Honeybourne Drive 26 0.31 68 Excellent 

Two Butt Lane**** 26 5.06 64 Good 

Ash Grove 27 0.89 42 Poor 

Dennett Road 27 0.16 53 Fair 

Hazel Avenue 27 0.37 56 Good 

Lovett Drive 27 0.83 64 Good 

Maple Grove 27 0.21 30 Very Poor 

Shaw Lane 27 0.77 34 Very Poor 

Whiston Greenway 27 2.36 55 Fair 

Willow Avenue 27 0.61 53 Fair 

Poets Green 28 0.1 62 Good 

Shelley Place 28 0.22 58 Good 

Jubilee Drive 29 0.34 65 Good 

Paradise Lane 29 0.52 34 Very Poor 

Copperwood Drive 30 0.28 66 Excellent 

Deanwood Close 30 0.16 55 Fair 

Driveway & Cumber Lane 30 0.4 57 Good 

Fisher Place & Nelson Place 30 0.47 62 Good 

Foxshaw Close 30 0.19 65 Good 

Langbar & Linwood Grove 30 0.12 55 Fair 

Lickers Lane Playing Fields**** 30 3.33 66 Excellent 

Manorwood Drive 30 0.58 65 Good 

Pennywood Drive 30 0.92 53 Fair 

Rudgate 30 0.14 55 Fair 

Sherwood Drive 30 0.31 53 Fair 

Skeffington 30 0.62 53 Fair 

Houghton Croft* 31 0.38 32 Very Poor 

Arncliffe Road 32 5.88 66 Excellent 

Frederick Lunt, Abberley Road**** 32 2.68 62 Good 

Elworthy Drive & Okell Drive 33 0.44 58 Good 

Okell Drive & Betony Close 33 1.65 65 Good 

Turnstone Drive 33 2.44 65 Good 

Applewood Grove 34 0.63 68 Excellent 



 

 

Site SRA 
Total Area 

(ha) 
Quality 
Score 

Quality 
Rating 

Elwyn Drive 35 0.12 72 Excellent 

Hollies Recreation Ground**** 35 3.28 66 Excellent 

Lower Close 35 0.21 63 Good 

Plantation 35 1.06 67 Excellent 

St. Ives Way* 35 2.2 62 Good 

Penmann Crescent 1* 36 0.46 40 Poor 

Higher Road 37 0.63 55 Fair 

Mirfield Close & Romford Way 38 0.33 51 Fair 

New Hutte Lane 38 2.46 53 Fair 

Torrington Drive 38 0.38 53 Fair 

     

     *denotes dual use with N&SN - double count 
    deducted in other typology 
      
    ** denotes adjoining / immediately 
    accessible from SRA 
      
    ****denotes partial dual use with OS - 
    counted separately in SRA / CA calculations 
    to reflect accurate contribution to different  
     standards but withdouble count deducted 
     from overall Knowsley greenspace totals 
      
     



 

 

Appendix D



 

 

Children and Young People – SRA Analysis 
 

SRA SRA Area Population Current provision 
Rate per 1000 

residents 
Ha required at 

current standards 
Provision against 
0.2 ha standard 

Provision against 
0.1 ha standard 

1 Shevingtons Lane 4826 0.23 0.05 0.97 -0.74 -0.25 

2 Tower Hill 3627 0.14 0.04 0.73 -0.59 -0.22 

3 Kirkby Park 4068 0.64 0.16 0.81 -0.17 0.23 

4 Westvale 7227 0.16 0.02 1.45 -1.29 -0.56 

5 Northwood 7397 0.69 0.09 1.48 -0.79 -0.05 

6 Southdene 10928 0.92 0.08 2.19 -1.27 -0.17 

7 Field Lane 3526 0.33 0.09 0.71 -0.38 -0.02 

8 Knowsley Village 2525 0.27 0.11 0.51 -0.24 0.02 

9 Stockbridge Village 5140 0.29 0.06 1.03 -0.74 -0.22 

10 Fincham 5433 0.86 0.16 1.09 -0.23 0.32 

11 Hillside 6614 0.00 0.00 1.32 -1.32 -0.66 

12 Huyton Farm 4539 0.42 0.09 0.91 -0.49 -0.03 

13 Page Moss 5313 0.49 0.09 1.06 -0.57 -0.04 

14 Bluebell 6058 0.37 0.06 1.21 -0.84 -0.24 

15 Huyton Village 1838 0.36 0.20 0.37 -0.01 0.18 

16 Whiston Lane 3732 0.00 0.00 0.75 -0.75 -0.37 

17 Swanside 5013 0.06 0.01 1.00 -0.94 -0.44 

18 Court Hey 1970 0.24 0.12 0.39 -0.15 0.04 

19 Bowring Park 3788 0.20 0.05 0.76 -0.56 -0.18 

20 Roscoes Wood 1498 0.00 0.00 0.30 -0.30 -0.15 

21 Huyton Park 2416 0.26 0.11 0.48 -0.22 0.02 

22 St. Johns 3481 0.37 0.11 0.70 -0.33 0.02 

23 Huyton Quarry 493 0.19 0.39 0.10 0.09 0.14 

24 North Prescot 2915 0.18 0.06 0.58 -0.40 -0.11 

25 South Prescot 1989 0.37 0.19 0.40 -0.03 0.17 

26 East Prescot 4332 0.14 0.03 0.87 -0.73 -0.29 

27 Cross Lane 7298 0.21 0.03 1.46 -1.25 -0.52 

28 Milton Avenue 1967 0.00 0.00 0.39 -0.39 -0.20 

29 Windy Arbor 1696 0.00 0.00 0.34 -0.34 -0.17 

30 Lickers Lane 5061 0.30 0.06 1.01 -0.71 -0.21 

31 Cronton Village 1182 0.16 0.14 0.24 -0.08 0.04 

32 Macketts Lane 4607 0.74 0.16 0.92 -0.18 0.28 

33 Okell Drive 3359 0.07 0.02 0.67 -0.60 -0.27 

34 Court Farm 1271 0.00 0.00 0.25 -0.25 -0.13 

35 Halewood Village 3109 0.46 0.15 0.62 -0.16 0.15 

36 Wood Road 2802 0.52 0.19 0.56 -0.04 0.24 

37 Baileys Lane 2911 0.35 0.12 0.58 -0.23 0.06 

38 Torrington Drive 3412 0.30 0.09 0.68 -0.38 -0.04 

            
Current Local 

Standards 
Recommended 

Revised Standards 
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