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‘

Landscape character means the distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that occurs consistently in a 
particular type of landscape, and how these are perceived by people.  It reflects particular combinations of 
geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use and human settlement.  It creates the particular sense of place 
of different areas of the landscape.’ 

Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage (2002) Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland.
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The study identifies and describes the special character and distinctiveness of the 
Borough’s rural landscape, leading to the classification, naming and description of 
landscape character at the local authority scale.  The assessment will inform planning 
policy and ultimately lead to the production of a Supplementary Planning Guidance 
note which will identify key landscape characteristics that should be protected, and also 
landscape “detractors” which could be enhanced by new development.

The report sets the context in terms of both national and local planning policy and 
establishes the links with the Merseyside Historic Characterisation Project.  Data from 
the historic characterisation was not available when this report was published, but as is 
consistent with the process of landscape characterisation, this is an additional layer of 
information that can be added at a future date to further enhance the assessment.

The objective of this study is to define landscape character only, as set out in Stage 1 
of the assessment process set down in the Countryside Agency Landscape Character 
Assessment: Guidance for England and Scotland.  The findings of both the desk and 
field studies are presented and lead to the classification of the six landscape character 
types and the description of each of seven identified local authority landscape 
character areas.  These are nested into the national framework with descriptions of the 
four regional landscape character areas that cover or overlap with the Borough.

The assessment concludes with a set of recommendations that focus on the steps 
necessary to take this study forward into Stage 2 of the assessment process – Making 
Judgements, which will inform the publication of future supplementary planning 
guidance.  This is the ultimate document that will inform the conservation and 
enhancement of Knowsley’s landscape character.

Executive Summary
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  Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions (1999) A Better Quality of Life; a Strategy for Sustainable Development in the United Kingdom.
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In April 2004, Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council’s Planning Services division 
commissioned a Landscape Character Assessment of the Borough.  

The Council have recognised the requirement for a tool to aid decision-making that 
affects the landscape of Knowsley. 

Landscape Character Assessment is an important process in planning for 
sustainable development.  It makes a valuable contribution to achieving objectives 
of ‘environmental protection’ and ‘prudent resource use’ that are set out in the 
Government’s Sustainable Development Strategy ‘A Better Quality of Life’.1  The 
process leads to an understanding of why the landscape is what it is today, and how it 
has changed over time.  It is also a vehicle for ensuring that future changes respect the 
inherent character of a place, or indeed guide the enhancement of a landscape.

▌ OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF THE STUDY

Overall Objectives

The overall objective of the study is to identify and describe the special character and 
distinctiveness of the Borough’s rural landscape, leading to the classification, naming 
and description of landscape character at the local authority scale.

The scope of this particular report specifically concentrates on the characterisation 
process and does not extend to the process of making judgements about landscape 
character.  This will be the subject of a future study by Knowsley MBC.

The process of characterisation within this report does not contain the historic 
dimension of the landscape, as the source of data for the time depth aspects of the 
landscape were to be obtained from the Merseyside Historic Characterisation Project, 
which was not yet available at the time of the publication of this report.  As is consistent 
with the process of landscape characterisation, this is an additional layer of information 
that can be added at a subsequent date to further define character and so enhance the 
findings of the process.

Proposed Use of  the Assessment

The principle uses of the assessment will be:

• To act as a source of information to inform planning policy and decisions on 
individual applications;

• To enable the production of a well informed Supplementary Planning Guidance 
note which will identify key landscape characteristics that should be protected, 
and also landscape “detractors” which could be enhanced by new development;

• To act as a baseline assessment of landscape character, which developers 
(both public and private sector) and their agents can use to help them design 
appropriate development schemes, and also for subsequent use in Strategic 
Environmental Assessment, environmental monitoring reports and similar 
documents.

• To influence existing and future landscape conservation, restoration and 
enhancement strategies, such as the Mersey Forest Plan.

• As a source of public information for dissemination, for example on the Council’s 
website and in public libraries.

1. Introduction 1
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▌ THE BOROUGH OF KNOWSLEY

The study area is shown in Figure 1.  

The urban areas within Knowsley include a mix of mainly interwar and post war 
housing and industrial areas, together with a few older areas.  A considerable amount 
of the existing development is of a relatively homogenous character.  However, 
some areas are more distinctive and fifteen of the older areas are designated as 
Conservation Areas.
 
Approximately half of the Borough of Knowsley lies outside the boundaries of the 
urban area.  Much of this area comprises high quality farmland, although there are also 
leisure facilities, such as Knowsley Safari Park, and a number of areas of woodland. 
Some of the landscape is of a relatively high quality exemplified by the land contained 
within Lord Derby’s Estate.  Other areas, however, have been despoiled by urban 
influences such as roads, proximity of built development, former collieries and mineral 
workings.
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22. Planning Context

Landscape Character Assessment is a tool which can make a significant contribution 
to the objectives that relate to environmental protection and prudent resource use.  In 
particular, Landscape Character Assessment can help in processes which:

• identify what environmental and cultural features are present in a locality
• monitor change in the environment
• understand a location’s sensitivity to development and change
• inform the conditions for any development and change

Landscape Character Assessment is recognised by Government as an important tool in 
decision making relating to the environment, and has great relevance to the formulation 
and delivery of national and local planning policy.  

▌ NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY

Government planning policy places a high emphasis on design quality and 
sustainability in all new development – a key factor in how development, both in urban 
and rural areas relates to the character of its surroundings.  Several Planning Policy 
Guidance Notes (PPG’s) and the Rural White Paper (England) 2000 issued by central 
government make reference to the importance of Landscape Character Assessment:

PPS1  “Delivering Sustainable Development”, February 2005

PPS7  “Sustainable Development in Rural Areas”, August 2004

PPG15  Planning & the Historical Environment (England) 1994

Rural White Paper  Section 9.� of the government’s Rural
(England) (2000) White Paper, Our Countryside: The     

   Future – A Fair Deal For Rural England

Planning Policy Statement Note 7 establishes that the countryside should be 
safeguarded, and encourages local planning authorities to find “…continued protection 
of the open countryside for the benefit of all...” and encourages local authorities to 
prepare Landscape Character Assessments.  The Countryside Agency has published 
a broad brush countryside character map of England and Wales.  Local authorities 
are encouraged to carry out local character assessments, to provide a more refined 
approach at the local level. 

▌ LOCAL PLANNING POLICY

The Knowsley Unitary Development Plan, adopted in 2006, contains a number of 
policies which are intended to protect or enhance the character of the landscape.  

These policies aim to:

• Protect or enhance the appearance and character of the rural landscape G2
• Prevent the loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land, except in 

certain circumstances G�

Policy DQ1 of the Unitary Development Plan 2006 applies to all new development 
(irrespective of where it is sited) and states as follows:

“New development should be of a high quality design which will:

a. Respond to and enhance the characteristics of the immediate surrounding area 
through the use of appropriate scale, density, massing, height and building 
lines...” 

 
Policy G� (entitled “Landscape Character and Amenities of the Green Belt”) states:

“All new development within or adjacent to the Green Belt should protect or 
enhance:

a. the appearance and character of the rural landscape; and
b. The environmental quality of the countryside for people who use it for living in, 

carrying out businesses or for recreational pursuits”.

The supporting text to policy G� explains that the Council intends to prepare a 
landscape character assessment, in accordance with best practice advice from the 
Countryside Agency, together with Supplementary Planning Guidance which will 
identify guidelines for location and design of new buildings in the Green Belt; the key 
landscape qualities which will need to be protected; and the circumstances in which the 
Council will ask developers to enhance the character of the rural landscape. 
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Merseyside Historic Characterisation Project

The Merseyside Archaeological Unit is currently carrying out a map based historic 
characterisation survey of the whole of Merseyside.  This project is jointly funded by 
English Heritage and the five unitary authorities of Merseyside, and is managed by 
Liverpool Museum.

The project defines, delineates and describes discrete areas of urban and rural 
landscape, to enable there to be more informed decision making about the historic 
environment. It will: 

• Provide historic information to inform regeneration projects, planning decisions 
and documents e.g. the proposed new Local Development Frameworks;

• Inform decisions about designations e.g. Conservation Areas; Areas of Special 
Landscape Value; and

• Act as an educational and public information resource.

The outputs from this project will include a dataset presented on a Mapinfo 
Geographical Information System and separate Written Reports for each authority.

▌ PLANNING TOOLS

A number of planning tools exist which draw on the findings of landscape character 
assessment and demonstrate the importance of the process.

Environmental assessment

Government and European Union regulations require certain types of major 
development to be accompanied by an environmental assessment.  In addition, future 
Development Plans will need to be subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment.  
One important use of landscape character assessments is to provide an input into the 
landscape element of environmental assessments.  

Monitoring of  landscape change

The Government is placing increasing emphasis on the need to monitor change in 
local townscapes and landscapes.  Landscape character assessments can act as a 
valuable source of baseline information for understanding the evolution of landscapes.  
The Countryside Quality Counts project was established in 2002 to publish an indicator 
of change of countryside quality that would take into account attributes such as 
biodiversity, tranquilty, heritage and landscape character.  This was published in 2004 
showing where changes are occurring in the landscape, and whether these matter in 
terms of character.
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3. Landscape Character Assessment - National Framework

▌ PRINCIPLES AND PROCESS

The national framework for Landscape Character Assessment is set out in the good 
practice guidance Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and 
Scotland – 2002 published by the Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage.  
Key steps in the production of an assessment are identified as being to define the 
scope; desk study; field survey; classification and description; and making judgments 
based on landscape character. It also identifies applications in planning, landscape 
conservation and management.
The guidance defines Landscape Character Assessment ‘…as addressing both the 
characterisation process, involving identifying, mapping, classifying and describing 
landscape character, and the process of making judgements based on landscape 
character to inform a range of different decisions.’  It sees this distinction as being the 
most important principle of the approach.

Characterisation

The characterisation stage defines the scope of the assessment, data collection 
through a desk study and field survey, and then a description of the landscape, dividing 
it into areas of common character, mapping them, and describing their character and 
key issues.

Characterisation defines what it is that makes one area distinctive from another.  This 
results in the identification of one or both of the following categories:

-	 Landscape	Character	Types – distinct types of landscape that are relatively 
homogeneous in character.  They may occur in different parts of the country, 
but they share similar combinations of geology, topography, drainage patterns, 
vegetation and historical land use and settlement patterns.  These have generic 
names, such as river valley.

-	 Landscape	Character	Areas – single unique areas that are the discrete 
geographical areas of a particular landscape type.  These have names of 
specific places, such as Pex Hill.

Characterisation leads to the mapping of the landscape character types and/or areas 
and is accompanied by objective descriptions of their key characteristics.

Making judgements

This is based on the outputs of the characterisation process and is used to help 
manage change in the landscape.  Land management decisions ultimately lie with 
society – owners, politicians, land managers, local communities and many other 
stakeholders.  Their decisions will be sounder if they are based on information 
assembled through the Landscape Character Assessment process.  The focus of these 
decisions is not merely on maintaining existing character, but also making a positive 
contribution to landscape changes that arise as a consequence of land use change or 
development proposals.  It becomes a tool for enhancement and creation of character, 
as well as conservation.

�
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4. Methodology

The methodology used in this study follows detailed guidance set down in the 
Landscape Character Assessment: Guidance for England and Scotland, as shown in 
figure 2.  This ensures a consistency of approach with other landscape assessments 
and in particular with those undertaken by adjoining authorities.

The objective of this study is to define landscape character only, as set out in Stage 1 
of the assessment process.  The methodology will therefore follow Steps 1 to 4 of the 
guidance.

Step 3 – Field Survey

Step 2 – Desk Study

• Using the landscape character types and areas identified in step 2 as a guide, 
undertake field survey work in collaboration using standard pro-forma to record 
both objective information (roads, forests etc.) and subjective responses to 
the landscape (dramatic, exciting, enclosed etc.)

• Photographic record made of each survey viewpoint to assist the rigorous 
process of redefining/checking character boundaries defined during the 
study. This must be of a sufficiently detailed coverage to enable well-informed 
decisions to be made about each landscape character area (The Countryside 
Agency recommends a minimum of three survey points in each area). Formal 
field recording of objective and aesthetic factors are carried out at each 
point.

• The consideration and review of relevant background reports, other data 
and mapped information to help identify areas of common character (draft 
landscape character types & areas)

• Utilise all appropriate sources of information, including historical data and maps 
(such as the Ordnance Survey epochs dating from the mid 19th Century to 
the present day), British Geological Survey, Soil Surveys, aerial photographs, 
woodland inventories, estate plans, MAFF Agricultural Land Classification, 
the Merseyside Historic Characterisation Survey, Phase 1 Habitat Surveys 
etc.

Step 4 – Classification and Description

Step 1 – Defining the Scope

• Finalise the output of the characterisation process by classifying, naming, 
mapping and describing the Landscape Character Types and Areas 

• Classification to be undertaken at local authority scale or intermediate level.

• Descriptions draw on the information recorded during the field survey and 
describe the overall character with reference to geology, landform, land cover 
and use, settlement and enclosure and the interaction between them.

• The study is to cover the rural areas of Knowsley. It is carried out at a scale of 
1:25,000 and will “nest into” the national landscape character assessment.

• It will also be designed to complement (and not duplicate) the Merseyside 
Historic Characterisation project. 

• The study will define both landscape character types and landscape character 
areas (as defined in the Countryside Agency guidance).

4



Fig 2 Methodology
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▌ DESK STUDY

Step 2 of the assessment involves the preparation of map overlays of different 
landscape factors and is the basis of defining common character that is then checked 
in the field in Step 3.

Each of the following factors has been researched to produce a detailed information 
base for the field survey:

• Topography
• Geology
• Soils
• Tree/woodland Cover
• Hydrology
• Vegetation type
• Field and enclosure patterns
• Predominant land use and farm type
• Settlement patterns (linear, dispersed etc.)
• Degree of urban influence on the landscape.

Map overlays are then produced to record the following factors:

Natural
• Geology
• Soils - Agricultural Land Classification
• Landform and river & drainage systems
• Tree cover

Cultural
• Settlement patterns
• Land use

The maps overlays contained in figures 3 to 8 are utilised to identify common areas of 
character to be tested in the field study.

The overlays suggest that common areas of character at the local authority scale exist 
that are in general consistent with the boundaries of the character areas drawn at a 
national/regional scale in The Character of England map.2 

5. Desk Study and Field Survey5

Fig 3 Geology



Slowly permeable seasonally wet slightly acid but base-rich loamy and clayey soils

Loamy clayey soils of coastal flats with naturally high ground water
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WATER COURSES & WATER BODIES

LOW HILLS - 70m to 85m above sea level

LOW HILLS - 50m to 70m above sea level

ROLING LOWLAND - 20m to 50m above sea level

RIVER FLOOD PLAIN - 0m to 20m above sea level

KEY

Freely draining slight acid sandy soils

Naturally wet very acid sandy and loamy soils

Slightly acid loamy clayey soils with impeded drainage

Slowly permeable seasonally wet slightly acid but base-rich loamy and clayey soils

Water

Freely draining slightly acid loamy soils

Loamy clayey soils of coastal flats with naturally high ground water

Raised bog peat soils

Class 2: Very good quality agricultural land

Class 3: Good to moderate quality agricultural land

Class 5: Very poor quality agricultural land

Agricultural Land Classification

Class 1: Excellent quality agricultural land

9
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Fig 5 Landform, river and drainage systemsFig 4 Soils - Agricultural Land Classification



Urban areas
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HISTORIC ESTATE - Knowsley estate

URBAN - residential, commercial, industrial, public open spaces

SETTLED - golf courses, country parks, quarry, sewage works

ISOLATED FARMS

VILLAGE - population less than 2500

KEY
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Fig 7 Settlement patternsFig 6 Tree cover
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▌ FIELD SURVEY

The field survey provides the important ground level perspective of each of the areas 
identified in the desk study.  

The field surveys were undertaken in the summer and autumn 2004 from a minimum 
of three points in each area to record a range of information.  The standard pro-forma 
contained in Appendix III was used to ensure consistency in the consideration of the 
elements of the landscape that contribute to an area’s distinctiveness.  Photographs 
were taken at each point to record variations in character and to record typical aspects 
of the landscape.  A number of these are presented in Chapter 6 to illustrate the 
character areas.

The field study facilitated the following tasks:

• Description of character that cannot be identified during the desk study
• Identification of aesthetic qualities
• Verify and amend draft character types and areas

The field study largely confirmed the draft landscape character types & areas identified 
from the desk study, whilst providing additional information to assist the process of 
classification and description of landscape character.

5

Fig 8 Land use



Fig 9 The Character of England map
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It is stated in the Landscape Character Assessment Guidance that assessments at 
this intermediate, local authority scale need to sit within the framework of higher-level 
national or regional assessment.

▌ NATIONAL / REGIONAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS

Figure 9 is extracted from The Character of England map, to show Knowsley in the 
context of the national/regional landscape character areas.  Knowsley straddles four of 
these areas:

�2  Lancashire Plains
56  Lancashire Coal Measures
5�  Mersey Conurbation
60  Mersey Valley

A description of these character areas is contained later in this Chapter alongside the 
description of the local authority character areas in order to emphasize the relationship 
between the two different levels.  A spatial hierarchy of landscape assessment has 
been established to show the relationship between national/regional, local authority, 
and local assessments.  This tool is used in Figure 10 to show the relationship of the 
intermediate level types and areas identified in this assessment with the higher level 
assessments.  This shows the various local authority types and areas defined by this 
study.

6. Landscape Classification and Description6

The Character of England map

© CountrysideAgency copyright.

Based on the Ordnance Survey map.© Crown copyright.

© Countryside Agency copyright. Based on the Ordnance Survey map. © Crown copyright.

The Character of England map

© CountrysideAgency copyright.

Based on the Ordnance Survey map.© Crown copyright.



Fig 10 Knowsley Landscape Character Types & Areas
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Fig 11 Knowsley Landscape Character Types
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▌ LOCAL AUTHORITY LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPES

The landscape character types at the local authority scale are defined by patterns of 
drainage, landform, land use, and the proximity of the urban areas. Two or more of 
these dominant influences on the landscape have been used to define six character 
types for Knowsley. The location of these is shown in Figure 11.

Descriptions of  Local Authority Landscape Character Types

Urban fringe farmland - The visual quality of the low lying farmed landscape is heavily 
influence by the proximity of the edge of the urban areas.  The field pattern is very open 
with little enclosure, although there is a small number of woods and copses that add 
some enclosure and frame views across the landscape.

Urban fringe amenity land - Essentially flat, low lying topography dominated by 
recreational use as a golf course.  The close proximity to adjacent urban areas and 
transport corridors is a major influence on character.

Urban fringe farmed river plain - Gently undulating, low lying farmland with a high 
density of ponds and watercourse.  Areas adjacent to major watercourses are subject 
to flooding.  Fields vary in size and degree of enclosure but small woods and copses 
add a sense of intimacy to the scale of the landscape.

Urban fringe parkland - Formally a managed county estate enclosed by a sandstone 
wall that has seen the encroachment of the adjacent urban area and is now heavily 
influenced by the close proximity to major transport infrastructure.  

Low sandstone hills - Whilst the land is low lying the topography reflects the underlying 
sandstone and is more undulating than adjacent areas.  The area is farmed with fields 
of varying size, enclosed with high hedges or bordered with linear woods or copses.  
The urban edge is only visible from the higher ground but it is distant and exerts less 
influence.

Urban fringe farmed parkland - The landscape is defined by a managed county 
estate close to the urban fringe and major transport corridors close to a number of its 
boundaries.  These exert little influence as there is a great degree of enclosure arising 
from the high level of woodland cover and the presence of the sandstone wall that 
borders the estate.  Within the estate the character is defined both by designed historic 
parkland at the core of and the agricultural use at the periphery.

URBAN FRINGE FARMLAND

URBAN FRINGE FARMED PARKLAND

URBAN FRINGE PARKLAND

LOW SANDSTONE HILLS

URBAN FRINGE FARMED RIVER PLAIN

URBAN FRINGE AMENITY LAND

KEY



Fig 12 Knowsley Landscape Character Areas
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▌ LOCAL AUTHORITY LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS

Seven landscape character areas can be identified in Knowsley.  These are:

Simonswood Moss
Knowsley Estate
Halsnead Estate
Cronton and Pex Hill
Kirkby Golf Course
Knowsley Village / M57 Corridor
Tarbock

Figure 12 shows the location of these areas.

The boundaries of the local authority landscape character areas do not precisely 
coincide with the boundaries established at the national/regional level of assessment, 
as can be seen in Figure 12.  It is consistent with the assessment process that these 
boundaries vary at the local level as the scale and level of detail allows a greater 
amount of precision in establishing the limits of the character areas.

It should be pointed out the boundaries to some areas are indicative as changes 
in character are often gradual, with distinct character in the centre of an area and 
transition at the edges.

Descriptions of  Local Authority Landscape Character Areas

The description of landscape character follows for each identified area.  To further 
illustrate how these areas nest into the national/regional assessment the local authority 
area descriptions are preceeded by descriptions of their associated national/regional 
character areas.
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LANCASHIRE PLAINS



<  previous page photo:  North east view from Boundary Lane
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▌ REGIONAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

The Lancashire Plain is a flat and gently rolling plain broken by isolated hills. It is 
generally an area of high-grade agricultural land, which extends southwards from 
Morecambe Bay in the North to the outskirts of Liverpool and Knowsley in the south.  
The Irish Sea coast defines the present day limit of the region, although topographically 
the plain continues far out beneath the sea.

The plain is a rich patchwork of lush pasture and arable fields on a relatively flat to 
gently rolling landscape. This rural landscape is dissected by a complex network 
of drainage channels which reinforces the angular form of the field pattern and is a 
reminder of the area’s heritage of mosses and meres.

The southern plain containing Knowsley has a different physiographical history to that 
of the plain north of the Ribble and this is reflected in the land use of the area. It is 
predominantly highly productive arable land with large fields. There is widespread loss 
of hedgerows and many field boundaries are simply ditches in areas where there is no 
need for stock proofing. The boundaries to the network of lanes and tracks that criss-
cross this area are commonly without formal fences or hedges. The lack of hedgerows 
and hedgerow trees, combined with the essentially flat topography and large arable 
fields, creates a large-scale sweeping landscape. Trees and woodland tend to be in 
angular blocks of mixed species that accentuate the regular field pattern.  Woodland 
cover is generally sparse outside of the historic estates such as Knowsley Park. These 
blocks of trees together with brick built farmsteads provide vertical accents in an 
otherwise flat and horizontal landscape. 

Physical Influences

Although Permo-Triassic red mudstones, siltstones and sandstones constitute much 
of the floor of the Lancashire lowlands, it is only in the southern part that this solid 
bedrock emerges from beneath its thick coverage of glacial and post glacial deposits.  
The series of low sandstone ridges which occur in this area were formed when deep 
channels that were cut by ice sheets moving in a south-easterly direction from the Irish 
sea into the low-lying Cheshire Plain.  The estuaries of the Dee and the Mersey flow in 
the two main channels, while to the north of the Liverpool conurbation, the river valleys 
of the Alt, Ditton, Sankey and Douglas follow the same general pattern.

The plain to the south of the Ribble Estuary with its thick deposits of glacial till gives 
rise to the gently rolling topography that characterises much of the central and eastern 

parts of the region.  Localised hollows in this impermeable till were formerly filled by 
post glacial peat giving rise to the mosses and meres which dominated the area until 
only recently. 

Although place names incorporating moss and mere are numerous today most of 
these areas have now been well drained and reclaimed for agricultural, use such at 
Simonswood Moss to the east of Kirkby.  Where the plain exists in Knowsley, the till is 
overlain by a thin covering of ancient wind blown sand, which although it has little effect 
on the shape of the land it does influence the surface pattern of vegetation and land 
use, producing high quality Grade 1 and 2 soils. 

Historical and Cultural Influences

Large areas of the plain remained sparsely populated until the end of the 1�th Century. 
There is some limited evidence of the area being settled in the Mesolithic period and 
later by the Vikings and Angles.

The drainage of the mosslands and fens during the 19th Century transformed the 
marshes into high-grade pasture and arable land and saw the development of the 
modern landscape. 

Buildings and Settlement

The development of settlements on the plain is a relatively recent occurrence and 
coincides largely with the drainage of the marshes in the nineteenth century and further 
expansion during the industrial revolution. However the plain still remains rural in 
character with isolated brick farmsteads, small villages and numerous houses located 
along the network of country lanes.

The main area of settlement with influence on the plain within Knowsley is the large 
inland town of Kirkby and smaller village of Knowsley.

6
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Land Cover 

The plain to the south is generally Grade 1 and 2 agricultural land. The section within 
Knowsley is generally farmed for cereals and vegetables.

The field pattern in this area is large scale with widespread loss of the field structure of 
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Woodland is sparse outside of historic estates such as 
Knowsley Park. The surface texture of the plain is a continually changing patchwork of 
colour and texture relating to various crops and changing seasons.
 

▌ LOCAL AUTHORITY LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS

In Knowsley two distinct local landscape character areas can be distinguished within 
the Lancashire Plain regional landscape character area, each of which contain differing 
characteristics. These are:

Simonswood	Moss

Knowsley	Estate

 

SIMONSWOOD

MOSS

KNOWSLEY ESTATE
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Village
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Key SummarySIMONSWOOD MOSS

This area is located at the extreme southern end of the regional character area and is 
typical of the moss landscapes of the Lancashire Plains.  It has a flat low-lying topography 
with wide views across a mainly agricultural landscape.  It is a patchwork of large fields 
of arable and market garden crops, framed by woodland edges or rising ground on the 
horizon.  Sparse tree cover is largely restricted to groups of trees around buildings and 
along roads and farm tracks.  The open character is emphasised through localised loss 
of field boundaries including hedgerows, trees and ancient field patterns, evidenced by 
the presence of remnants of drainage ditches that characterised this landscape.  A strong 
visual element is the dark peaty soils

Remote brick built farmsteads, barns and wayside dwellings are scattered across the 
landscape.  The ‘urban edge’ of Kirkby and in particular Kirkby Industrial Park on the 
west of the area has localised distracting impact on the landscape, as does the landfill 
site at Coopers Moss, on Perimeter Road.  A number of overhead power lines and pylons 
detract from the overall landscape character of this area providing a dominating visual 
intrusion against the horizon.

.

Topography			 Flat low lying

Geology	 Glacial drift overlying sandstone (Permian) and undivided cyclic sedimentary rocks 
(Carboniferous)

Soil	Types Peaty soils

Land	Use	 Agricultural cropping – Arable and Market Gardening

Tree	Cover	 Sparse tree cover with some deciduous woodland blocks. Isolated trees and tree 
clusters limited to along tracks, roads and around farmsteads with a woodland edge 
on the horizon

Settlement	 Isolated farms and residential dwelling. Mainly red brick with some white render and 
pitched grey slate tiled roofs

Other	Distinguishing	Features	
- Large-scale field pattern with open character accentuated by the lack of field  

boundaries and the flat topography

- Dark peaty soil sitting largely below road, track and settlement levels  

- Mixed cropping provides a strong visual texture on the rising ground to the south of 
Rainhill.

- Sparse tree cover

- Urban influences on the area have high impact  on this area and lessen the ‘rural feel’ 
such as the industry on the urban fringe, overhead power lines and road corridors 
such as Perimeter Road and the A5�0.



South east view from Boundary Lane

North east view from Perimeter Road

North west view from Newcut Lane
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This area is dominated by the historic Knowsley Estate, which possesses unique 
characteristics associated with the formal nature of its parkland.  At the same time the 
area shares with many of the qualities of the neighbouring Simonswood Moss.  This is 
particularly the case in the north of the area where the topography is flat and low-lying 
topography.  This becomes a more gently rolling topography in the south as the land rises 
up towards Prescot.

To the north of the area there is agricultural activity with evidence of localised loss of field 
boundaries including hedgerows.  The mixed cropping and formal amenity areas provide 
a strong visual texture within the estate landscape.

The dominant element that defines this character area is the estate plantations and belts 
of trees.  Tree cover gives a strong sense of enclosure throughout the estate and has 
been used as a device to frame views within the more formal grounds.  The enclosed 
nature of the landscape means that the neighbouring urban edges of Huyton and St 
Helens do not distract from an inherently rural character.

Knowsley Hall is set within a walled parkland, and there are a number of outlying estate 
houses and farm dwellings.  Attractive landscape features such as sculptures, follies, 
ponds, lakes and specimen tree clumps provide focal points and contribute to the 
formality of the area.   Large areas of cut grass and areas with intensive grazing add to 
the impression of a well managed landscape that is a positive contributor to landscape 
character.
 

KNOWSLEY ESTATE Key Summary

Topography			 Both flat low-lying topography and gently rolling topography

Geology	 Glacial drift overlying sandstone (Permian) and undivided cyclic sedimentary rocks 
(Carboniferous)

Soil	Types Peaty soils / sandy clay

Land	Use	 Private formal estate with some agricultural cropping to the north of the estate  
– Cereal and Market Gardening

Tree	Cover	 Clumps, planting belts and small woodlands provide a high tree cover within the 
estate. Mixes of deciduous and evergreen species provide seasonal interest and are 
used to enhance vistas throughout the estate.

Settlement	 Large country house set in walled parkland with a number of outlying estate houses 
and farm dwellings. Mainly red brick with some sandstone and pitched grey slate tiled 
roofs

Other	Distinguishing	Features	
- The Estate consists of the flat low lying topography to the North containing the 

farmland and the rolling topography of the south containing the formal estate and the 
pastures.

- Urban influences on the area are minimal apart from some minor periphery noise from 
road traffic including the M57 and A580. This provides a sense of remoteness. 

- The Estate is enclosed within a sandstone wall providing a positive visual impact along 
its boundary. 

- The estate is well maintained and managed with ongoing restoration and replanting 
ensuring a quality landscape is sustained.

- Woodland tree lines are always prominent as a backdrop to the estate landscapes.

6



South west view from Riding Hill

North east view from White Man Statue

South east view from Pattens Walk
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LANCASHIRE COAL MEASURES



<  previous page photo:  South view from Pex Hill
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▌ REGIONAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

The Lancashire Coal Measures surround the towns of St Helens and Wigan and extend 
from the Mersey Valley in the south to the Lancashire and Amounderness Plain in the 
northwest. This is an elevated landscape rising to 170 metres at Billinge Hill and falling 
abruptly to the Lancashire Plain, Merseyside and the Mersey Valley including Knowsley. 
The area is dominated an industrial heritage associated with mining activities. It is the 
complex mosaic of degraded farmland, scattered urban centres, active mineral sites 
and derelict or reclaimed workings, and ‘flashes’, which gives this area a strong and 
distinctive identity.

The pattern of settlement and land use, together with a soft but varied topography, has 
created a very fragmented landscape. The urban form has created a physical barrier 
between many areas of open landscape. There tends to be a distinctive difference in the 
predominant land use and character of these landscape areas, which helps to further 
divide the area. The coal measures also tend to be a more undulating landform with a 
greater number of trees and woodland both of which reduce the scale of the landscape 
and create visual enclosure. 

The distinctive local landscape to the south of Wigan is dominated by the effects of 
past and present mining activity. At Cronton the landscape has been scarred with spoil 
heaps, which are now being reclaimed.

The field pattern is predominantly rectangular and is defined by degraded hedgerows. 
There are some areas of arable farming but frequently the drainage has been severely 
disrupted by colliery subsidence and the land is little more than recreational open space, 
which is utilised in some instances for horticulture.

However, it is industrial influences which give this area a strong cultural identity. Coal 
mining and industrial activity intermixed with housing dominate the majority of the 
landscape, leaving behind a legacy of derelict land, spoil heaps, landfill sites and 
numerous subsidence flashes.  

Physical Influences

The Lancashire Coal Measures are mantled by a patchy layer of glacial drift deposits. 
The Coal Measures extend west, out of the area towards Ormskirk and Huyton, and are 
buried there beneath a thick and continuous covering of drift.

Historical and Cultural Influences

The regional characteristics are derived from the human activity associated with the 
mining and working of coal from the extensive coal seams which run through the 
area. The area is now densely populated following the rapid expansion of a few small 
villages during the industrial revolution, with little evidence of the pre-1�th century 
landscape remaining. The pre-industrial landscape would have formed an extension 
to the Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain with ‘magpie’ architecture being 
commonplace.

The waste heaps on the Coal Measures are today’s reminders of 19th century extraction 
methods, which replaced the hundreds of separate, shallow coal-pits with fewer, larger 
mines tapping the richer deep seams. 

The coal seams in this area were principally mined to provide power for the local 
cotton industry, which has suffered almost complete extinction since the 1950s. The 
Lancashire coalfields, in common with the rest of the country, have experienced the 
demise of deep coalmining and its replacement by opencast operations.

This loss of deep coal mining has left a legacy of dereliction.

Buildings and Settlement

The Lancashire Coal Measures is a thickly settled industrial area, characterised by 
degraded agricultural land dissected by ribbons of development. The settlement pattern 
is based around the development of mines and industry, leading to a scattered pattern 
with a close intermingling of housing and industry.

There are very few examples of traditional vernacular architecture that remain. The area 
is dominated by brick-built 19th and 20th century housing estates. Further expansion is 
underway with new housing development reclaiming derelict land and replacing building 
stock, which is nearing the end of its life span.

Land Cover 

This is mainly an area of industrial development with several large tracts of Grade � 
agricultural land and isolated pockets of former farmland within the urban fabric.
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▌ LocaL authority Landscape character areas

The above description defines the Lancashire Coal Measures as a regional landscape 
character area. In Knowsley two distinct local landscape character areas can be 
distinguished within this regional area. These are:

Halsnead Estate

Cronton and Pex Hill

These areas exhibit some of the expected characteristics of the Lancashire Coal 
Measures, but the human activity associated with the mining and working of coal is a 
less prevalent.

Stockbridge 
Village

Cronton

Whiston

Knowsley 
Village

Tarbrock 
Green

Kirkby

Halewood

Prescot

Huyton

A580

M
57

M62
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Key summaryhaLsnead estate

The character of this area is strongly influenced by the former Halsnead Estate that 
existed to the south of Whiston. The character is defined by the existence of remnants of 
the former Estate, including long sections of the sandstone boundary wall, a gate house, 
and small woodland clumps.  The M62 motorway dissects the former estate and has a 
negative influence on the character of the area. It is both a visual and physical intrusion, 
with noise pollution being a major distraction. 

Coal mining activity occurred south of the M62 at the former Cronton Colliery. The spoil 
heap from this colliery still remains, but its presence and visual intrusion has been 
masked by reclamation and tree planting carried out in the 1990s.  

The area is gently rolling lowland, rising gradually to Prescot and Rainhill in the North.  
Arable fields are medium sized with either degraded hedgerows or no defined field 
boundaries. Some enclosure occurs from the proximity of wooded shelter belts on field 
margins. Tree cover is restricted to small woodland clumps, isolated trees and shelterbelts, 
often located around dwellings and along roads and tracks. There is a dispersed pattern 
of farmsteads and wayside dwellings. These are predominately red brick with slate roofs, 
but there are also properties with either red sandstone or white render.

topography   Rolling lowland

Geology Glacial drift overlying sandstone (Carboniferous and Triassic) and undivided cyclic 
sedimentary rocks (Carboniferous)

Soil Types Sandy Clay – well drained

Land Use Mainly agricultural cereal cropping with some amenity use (caravan park, cemetery)

Tree Cover Generally deciduous woodland in clumps or shelterbelts following dwelling boundaries 
or tracks. Some newly planted woodland planting on pockets of reclaimed land.

Settlement Isolated farmsteads and residential dwelling  with some in small clusters. Mainly red 
brick with pitched grey slate roofs, but also some red sandstone and white render.

Other Distinguishing Features 
- Remnants of the old Halsnead Estate.

- Urban influences such as the M62, residential dwellings and overhead power lines.  

- Liverpool is visible in the background to the west and to the east there is a golf course 
on the rising ground to the south of Rainhill.



Simons Close looking east towards Halsnead Estate

South east view from Fox Bank Lane Cemetery 

Old Halsnead Estate looking west off Fox Bank Lane
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The high ground at Pex Hill is the dominate feature within this area of rolling lowland 
topography. The lower ground is made up of medium sized fields with few field boundaries 
and barely any enclosure. Tree cover is restricted to isolated trees, small woodland 
clumps and tree planting along tracks and the boundaries of dwellings. A mixture of 
arable and pasture creates a strong texture in the landscape. 

There is a dispersed pattern of farmsteads and residential dwellings some in small 
clusters linked by a network of narrow rural lanes. The buildings are mainly red brick 
with pitched grey slate roofs. Tall church spires are prominent in urban areas. The 
neighbouring urban settlements of Widnes and Liverpool have an impact on the area, 
with distant views from some locations of industrial installations such as the Fiddlers 
Ferry power station. The close proximity of the urban fringe to the boundaries of the area 
also has a negative impact from the pressures this brings to farmland, but generally the 
prevailing characteristic is rural. 

topography   Rolling lowland

Geology Glacial drift overlying sandstone (Carboniferous and Triassic) and undivided cyclic 
sedimentary rocks (Carboniferous)

Soil Types Sandy Clay – well drained

Land Use Mainly agricultural arable cropping with some pasture and buffer zones against the 
urban fringe

Tree Cover Generally deciduous woodland in clumps or as isolated trees following dwelling 
boundaries, urban fringes or tracks

Settlement Isolated farmsteads and residential dwelling with some in small clusters. Mainly red 
brick with pitched grey slate roofs.

Other Distinguishing Features 
- Isolated trees and woodland clumps provide a solid tree line on the sky line in most 

directions

- Landscape is generally well maintained with little intrusion from urban areas

- Pex Hill is a dominant feature on the landscape with its profile and deciduous tree 
planting

- Some drainage ditches and field ponds exist along field boundaries but they are not a 
dominant characteristic across this landscape 

- Urban fringe settlement visible along boundaries in Widnes and Cronton

cronton and pex hiLL Key summary

6



East - West view from Penny Lane towards Cronton

Nort east view from Penny Lane

North view from Alder Lane
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Mersey conurBation
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<  previous page photo:  North east view from Aintree Lane

▌ regionaL Landscape character 

The Merseyside conurbation incorporates the City of Liverpool and its suburbs, 
together with the urban and industrial areas of Birkenhead, north-east of the mid-Wirral 
sandstone ridge.

The amount of open countryside within the urban fabric of the Merseyside conurbation 
is extremely limited and is generally restricted to isolated pockets of versatile, high 
quality Grade 2 agricultural land. It is also associated with infrastructure corridors such 
as the Leeds & Liverpool Canal that touches Knowsley’s northern boundary, and the 
railway and road networks, including the M57.

physical influences

The urban growth and built-up landscape of the Liverpool conurbation is dominant to 
the north of the Mersey Estuary and extends to Birkenhead to the south. The urban 
influence overrides the underlying geology and physiography, so that only hints of the 
landscape remain through elements such as the ridge at Allerton and Childwall.

historical and cultural influences

The urban sprawl has expanded in successive waves since the establishment of 
Liverpool as a major trading port in the 15th century. The urban sprawl has emanated 
from the pre-Victorian cores located at the water’s edge. The Liverpool ring road marks 
the general extent of Victorian Liverpool.

Buildings and settlement

Outside the ring road the majority of development is post-war housing with the open 
space consisting of farmland, golf courses and parkland associated with country 
houses, such as Croxteth and Bowring.

Land cover 

The land cover in the Mersey Conurbation is dominated by the densely populated areas 
of Liverpool and Birkenhead. Knowsley’s urban settlements of Kirkby, Huyton and 
Halewood are included in this Character Area.  The remaining areas within Knowsley 
tend to be concentrated along the M57 to the north of Huyton and consist mainly of 
Grade 2 agricultural land. 
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▌ LocaL authority Landscape character areas

The above description defines the Mersey Conurbation Character Area as a broad 
landscape character area. Within Knowsley the Mersey Conurbation landscape 
character area is concentrated along the M57 corridor. Two distinct local landscape 
character areas can be distinguished within this area:

Kirkby Golf Course

Knowsley Village / M57 Corridor
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Key summaryKirKBy goLF course

The area to the north of the A506 is flat and low-lying with large open areas of amenity 
landscape, including playing fields and a golf course. The River Alt crosses the area in a 
northerly direction and bisects the golf course. The area is sandwiched between the urban 
settlements of Aintree to the west and Kirkby to the east.  This urban fringe is in close 
proximity and therefore has a major impact on the landscape, as do the transport routes 
that cross the area, including the railway and the M57 motorway. The tree cover is largely 
restricted to small isolated clumps and linear groupings associated with roads, both of 
which filter the otherwise wide open views across the area. The amenity areas beyond 
the golf course are generally poorly maintained and suffer from the pressures associated 
with the urban fringe.  This creates a landscape low in quality with a predominately urban 
character.

topography   Flat and low lying

Geology Sandstone (Permian)

Soil Types Sandy loam

Land Use Predominantly amenity landscape and public open space

Tree Cover Generally deciduous woodland in clumps mainly on the golf course with shelterbelt 
planting or isolated trees along tracks and roads and water courses such as the River 
Alt

Settlement Urban fringe settlement is prominent (post war housing) at the boundaries with isolated 
residential dwellings. Mainly red brick with some render and pitched grey slate roofs

Other Distinguishing Features 
- Maintenance of landscape areas apart from the golf course is generally poor quality with 

evidence of vandalism and fly-tipping

- The River Alt cuts across the site but is only visible through the presence of bankside 
trees scattered along its length

- Noise pollution is evident from the M57



Leeds Liverpool canal looking west

North view from Kirkby Municipal Golf Course with river Alt

North view from Kirkby Municipal Golf Course
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This character area exists to the east and west of the M57 motorway and lies between 
Liverpool’s suburb of Croxteth and the outlying urban settlements of Kirkby and Knowsley 
Village.  The major impact on the landscape is the M57 motorway as it dissects the area 
into two. It is particularly dominant at its junctions and when on embankment. The urban 
settlements that border the area, are visible from all parts, and therefore have a major 
influence on the character of the area. There are a number of isolated farmsteads and 
scattered residential dwellings within the area, and these are generally red brick with 
slate roofs. 

The topography of this area is flat and low-lying, dissected in places by drainage ditches 
and water courses such as the River Alt and Knowsley Brook. A pattern of moderately 
large arable fields exists, with tree cover largely restricted to isolated groups around 
buildings and along roads. This pattern has arisen from a general loss of field boundaries 
including hedgerows, trees and ancient field boundaries. Much of the land to the west of 
the motorway is poorly maintained rough grass land which acts as a buffer between more 
intensively farmed arable land and the urban edge.

topography   Flat with some a gentle undulation towards the Knowsley Estate

Geology Sandstone (Permian)

Soil Types Sandy loam

Land Use Predominantly agriculture with arable cropping and pasture

Tree Cover Generally deciduous woodland in clumps or isolated trees along tracks, roads and 
old field boundaries. Some tree cover / shelterbelts around isolated dwellings, urban 
fringes, water courses and along roads such as the M57

Settlement Urban fringe settlement is prominent in the background with isolated farmsteads and 
scattered residential dwellings. Mainly red brick with some render with pitched grey 
slate roofs

Other Distinguishing Features 
- Evidence of encroachment and vandalism at urban fringes.

- Views of Industry and High Rise buildings have a negative visual impact

- Maintenance of landscape areas on the periphery of farmland is generally poor quality.

- The M57 in sections on its embankments is intrusive on the landscape

- Noise pollution is evident from the M57

KnoWsLey ViLLage / M57 corridor Key summary

6



North east view from Fir Tree Drive North

South view from Pinfold Lane

North view from Pinfold Lane
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Mersey VaLLey
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<  previous page photo:  West view from Ditton Brook / Brook House Farm

▌ Landscape character 

This area is located south of the Lancashire Coal Measures and Lancashire and 
Amounderness Plain, and north of the Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire 
Plain landscape areas. It is a varied landscape which extends from the Merseyside 
conurbation to the flat mosslands to the west of Manchester.

The character of this landscape has been highly influenced by the urban and industrial 
developments lining the banks of the Mersey. In most cases this has a detrimental effect 
on the aesthetic quality of the landscape. Further inland on the west side of the Mersey 
Valley the character becomes more open and two substantial bands of farmland follow 
the slopes of the valley. In the north the farmland is predominantly arable, with a large 
scale open field pattern, bearing similarities to the Lancashire and Amounderness Plain. 
A large part of this area is occupied by Knowsley Borough. 

The landscape tends to be badly degraded at the periphery of urban development.

physical influences

This is an area defined largely by its generally low-lying, low-relief topography. It lies 
mostly below 20m above OD. The south side of the valley slopes more steeply than 
the north. The surface geology consists principally of superficial deposits. The valley 
bottom is underlain by estuarine and river alluvium, bordered in places by wind-blown 
sand. Much of the remainder of the area is mantled by glacial boulder clay with pockets 
of sand and gravel. Brick earth deposits are a notable feature near Rixton. Outcrops of 
Triassic sandstone bedrock poke through the superficial deposits to the east and south 
of Runcorn.

historical and cultural influences

The Mersey Valley has historically formed a natural frontier zone of impenetrable 
marshes. This area represented the boundary between English Mercia and Danish 
Northumbria. The valley may also have formed a provincial boundary during the Roman 
period and possibly a tribal frontier even earlier. This frontier land once contained many 
fortifications, many of which have been lost to modern industrial development

Buildings and settlement

The establishment of both urban and industrial development has had a significant 
effect upon the character of the area. Major urban areas, such as Runcorn, Widnes and 
Warrington, cover much of this area. The predominant building material is red brick, 
with some sandstone villages, such as Eastham, located on the Wirral. Traditionally the 
buildings in this region would have been similar to the half-timbered buildings on the 
Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain. However, these have been engulfed and 
destroyed by the suburban sprawl of large housing estates. The village of Hale adjacent 
to Liverpool Airport has retained its distinctive character with many thatched houses 
lining the western approach.  

Land cover 

The land cover in the valley is dominated by the densely populated urban areas of 
Widnes, Warrington, Runcorn and Ellesmere Port. The area is crossed by roads, rail 
and transmission lines.

There are two substantial bands of farmland which follow the slopes of the valley, 
though these are often fragmented at the periphery of urban/industrial developments. 
To the north of the Mersey the farmland has a large scale open character, dominated by 
arable fields which extend up to the Lancashire Coal Measures. Fields are defined by 
intermittent hedgerows with isolated hedgerow trees.
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▌ Landscape character area

The above description defines the Mersey Valley Character Area as a broad landscape 
character area. Within Knowsley a single local authority landscape character area exists 
within the regional character area:

Tarbock

TARBOCK

Stockbridge 
Village

Cronton

Whiston

Knowsley 
Village

Tarbrock 
Green

Kirkby

Halewood

Prescot

Huyton

A580

M62

M
57
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Key summarytarBocK

This area is a broad river valley landscape, with flat to gentle undulating landform at 20 
metres above sea level or below.  The canalised Ditton Brook and its tributaries bisect 
the area and run generally northwest to southeast, towards the Mersey.  The area is 
heavily influenced by mixed agricultural activity.  The field pattern is regular and large 
scale, often poorly defined by degraded or missing hedgerows.  The more continuous 
hedgerows exist mainly along roads, and are more prominent in the north of this area.  
A large number of ponds are located within the landscape, often with wooded margins.  
These and the isolated trees and woodlands, which are mainly associated with Tarbock 
Village and farm buildings, create an impression that the area is more heavily wooded 
than it actually is.

Tarbock Green is located in the centre of the area and is the largest cluster of buildings, 
within a settlement pattern of isolated farms and small groupings of residential dwellings.  
Urban development is prominent at the fringes as the area is sandwiched between the 
residential areas of Hough Green to the east and Halewood and Netherley to the west. 
These fringes do not have a major influence as the lack of elevation and the tree cover 
limit their impact.  Main transport routes, such as the Knowsley Expressway and the 
A562, sever the landscape and have a greater negative impact.  The presence of pylons 
also has a localised distracting influence on character.

topography   Predominantly flat broad valley with some gentle undulating landform

Geology Sandstone (Carboniferous)

Soil Types Sand Clay. Some evidence of poor drainage and seasonal flooding

Land Use Predominantly agriculture cereal cropping with some market gardening and pasture in 
the north

Tree Cover Generally deciduous woodland in clumps with isolated trees along tracks, roads and 
old field boundaries. Some tree cover and shelterbelts around isolated dwellings, ponds 
and along roads such as the Knowsley Expressway

Settlement Urban fringe settlement can be seen in the background with isolated farmsteads and 
residential dwellings scattered throughout the landscape. Mainly red brick with some 
render with pitched grey slate roofs

Other Distinguishing Features 
- The Ditton Valley area is surrounded by transport links including railways and roads 

including the Knowsley Expressway.  Ambient noise from these transport routes detracts 
from the rural landscape

- Some distant views of industry such as the chemical works and Fiddlers Ferry power 
station provide a visual intrusion on the rural landscape

6



South east view from Prescot Road

North east view from Netherley Road

East view from Lower Road
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This study represents the completion of Stage 1 (Characterisation) of the landscape 
character assessment of the Knowsley at the local authority level.  Landscape 
character types and areas have been classified, named and described, in the context 
of existing assessments at the higher national/regional level, and within the framework 
offered by national guidance.

next steps

In order for this study to develop into an effective planning tool to aid decision-making 
on matters concerning the landscape, Stage 2 (Making Judgements) of the assessment 
needs to be undertaken.  The main use of landscape character assessment is to 
help in the process of managing change in the landscape, and to ensure this occurs 
in a positive manner.  The process of characterisation on its own will not inform 
such decisions. Judgements need to complete the process of landscape character 
assessment.

A range of judgements can be made about landscape character and the approach to 
be adopted depends on how the assessment is ultimately to be used.  This will also 
determine who makes the judgements, whether it is professionals or stakeholders.  
Stakeholders might include local residents and community groups; those who manage 
the land such as farmers; or visitors carrying out recreational pursuits.

Four types of application are usually adopted and decisions need to be made as to 
which is required before proceeding with Stage 2.  These are:

• Landscape strategies – used to guide decisions on maintaining existing 
character, enhancing character, restoring former character, or creating new 
character.

• Landscape guidelines – indicate actions required to ensure character is 
maintained or enhanced.  This is the most common approach that is adopted.

• Attaching status to landscapes – where special recognition is to be attached 
to a landscape.  This is unlikely to apply to Knowsley.

• Landscape capacity – to aid decisions on how well an area can adapt to major 
change, such as a change in land use, or from a major new development. 

In summary, to undertake Stage 2 of the assessment the next steps are:

1 Decide on approach to be adopted for making judgements

2 Determine the role to be played by stakeholders

3 Carry out additional research and/or undertake further field visits

4 Make judgements with or without stakeholder involvement

5 Produce outputs such as landscape strategies or landscape guidelines

7. recommendations7
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appendix i - data sources

Landscape character assessMent - generaL

Department of Landscape University of Sheffield and Land Use Consultants (2002). 
Landscape Character Assessment: Guidance for England and Scotland. The Countryside 
Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage.

Lancashire County Council (2000). A Landscape Strategy for Lancashire. Lancashire 
County Council.

Sefton Council (2003). Landscape Character Assessment of Sefton. Sefton Council.

Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions (1999). A Better Quality of 
Life: a Startegy for Sustainable Development in the United Kingdom. HMSO, London

Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions (2000). Our Countryside; 
The Future – A Fair Deal for Rural England. Rural White Paper. HMSO, London

desK study – data sources

English Nature (1999). Natural Areas in the North West Region.  English Nature.

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Agricultural Land Classification 
M2/3 Midlands and Western Region map. DEFRA.

Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council (1998). Unitary Development Plan. Knowsley 
MBC.

Soil Survey and Land Research Centre (1999). National Soil Map. Cranfield University.

British Geological Survey. Digital Geological Map of Great Britain 1:50,000 scale. British 
Geological Survey.

Landscape character cLassiFication and description

Countryside Commission and English Nature (1996) The Character of England: 
landscape, wildlife and natural features (map). CCX 41. Countryside Commission/
English Nature, Cheltenham. 

Countryside Commission (1998) Countryside Character. Volume 2: North West. CCP536. 
Countryside Commission, Cheltenham.

I



48

appendix ii - Field survey proformaII





2020 Knowsley 

9 West Street, Prescot, Merseyside L34 1LF
T 0151 477 2020  .  F 0151 477 2030

www.2020knowsley.com


