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Executive Summary 

i. This report presents a Core Evidence Base for the Metropolitan Borough of Knowsley 

Metropolitan Borough.  It provides data and analysis for Knowsley MBC and the Local 

Strategic Partnership to help them plan their activities over the next few years by identifying 

key challenges and opportunities.  The evidence it provides will shape three main strategies 

for the Borough: 

• Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) – The Borough Council and the Local 

Strategic Partnership are preparing a new Sustainable Community Strategy for Knowsley 

Borough, the document which sets the long-term vision and priorities for the area.  The 

SCS is expected to balance economic, social and environmental goals.   

• Local Development Framework (LDF) – The Borough is now preparing the documents 

which will guide local planning policy over the next few years.  The LDF has to be based 

on robust evidence.  

• Economic Regeneration Strategy – This document will set the vision and strategic 

priorities for the development of the area’s economy of the next 10-15 years.  It also 

requires a strong evidence base.   

ii. The Core Evidence Base paints a picture of a Borough which has made significant progress 

in strengthening its economy and tackling some deep rooted social problems.  At the same 

time, the data underline the tough challenges that remain in the Borough’s efforts to improve 

the lives of its residents and make the area a more sustainable place.   

Population 

iii. The current population of Knowsley Borough stands at around 151,000 in 61,000 households.   

Over the last 20 years, the population has fallen, but the rate of decline has been slowing.  

The latest available estimates suggest that the number of residents has actually risen in the 

last two years.   

iv. The age structure of Knowsley Borough’s population is broadly similar to that of Merseyside, 

the North West and the UK average.  Its working age population (age 15-64) is a little smaller 

than the national average, while there is a slightly higher proportion of residents in the 0-14 

age groups than regionally or nationally.  As is the case in many parts of the UK, the number 

of older people (over 65 years old) in the Borough has steadily increased over the last 20 

years.  It rose by 25% between 1985 and 2006.  

v. There are a number of other notable characteristics of the Borough’s resident population.  

They include:  

• The Borough has a comparatively small Black and Minority Ethnic population, 

representing under 2% of the population; 

• There are higher than average proportions of lone parent households, which are 

particularly concentrated in North Huyton, North and South Kirkby.  

• There is lower than average proportion of single person households.    

The Economy, Employment and Enterprise 

vi. Around 55,000 people are employed in the Borough, a figure that has increased significantly 

in absolute terms over the last decade.  It is home to an estimated 3,200 businesses, with 

around 1,900 recorded as VAT registered.  As is the case with employment, the business 
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base has expanded over the last few years, reflecting a push for enterprise and the 

favourable economic climate. 

vii. However, the way the Borough earns its living is changing.  Its manufacturing base remains 

strong, accounting for 10% of businesses and more than 20% of total employment.  However, 

in the last decade, the main growth sectors have been retail, public services, financial 

intermediation and labour recruitment.  Real estate, renting and other business activities 

(service companies) now account for around 19% of the business base.  This pattern 

suggests that Knowsley Borough’s economy is gaining a stronger foothold in the service 

sector, and is becoming more like the UK economy as a whole.  Over the next 10-15 years, 

this trend is likely to continue as the number of service businesses rises.    

viii. There are mixed messages about the overall performance of the Borough’s economy.  The 

Borough’s GVA per capita (based on that of East Merseyside) lags behind that of Greater 

Merseyside, the North West and the UK.  However, as Figure 1-1 shows, the period since 

1998 has seen substantial numbers of new jobs created.  This is consistent with major new 

investments by businesses on the Borough’s industrial parks and an increase of 10% in the 

business base.   

Figure 1-1:  Employment Change, 1998 - 2004 

 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

ix. The data tells us that Knowsley Borough is both an important location for employment in the 

Liverpool City Region and a major source of workers for the area.  The 2001 Census data 

indicate a daily net outflow of commuters from Knowsley Borough of around 1,000 people.   

x. Around 53,000 people travel to work in the Borough each day, with places such as Vauxhall, 

Birkenhead, Garston, Widnes, Croxteth and Bickerstaffe being the main sources of 

commuters. 



Knowsley MBC: Core Evidence Base  

Ref: A-00352  

Page iii 

xi. Around 54,000 people leave the Borough each day to work elsewhere in the area.  Speke, 

Knotty Ash, Fazakerley and Fairfield are among the most important destinations of out-

commuters.   

xii. The proportion of Knowsley Borough’s out-commuters who are employed in lower skilled 

occupations is higher than is the case for the in-commuters.  The data also suggest that 

higher paid jobs in the Borough tend to be taken by those who live outside it. Over 33% of in 

commuters are employed as Managers or senior officials, in professional occupations or 

associate professional and technical occupations, compared to 28.5% of those residents who 

work outside the Borough.  

xiii. The Borough’s award winning efforts to become a more enterprising place are reflected in the 

data on business creation which show a clear upward trend over the last 10 years.  As the 

business density data in Figure 1-2 below illustrate, Knowsley has a marked change in its 

business density, the number of businesses per 10,000 of the working age population.  This 

suggests that efforts to stimulate entrepreneurship are paying dividends.  However, an 

additional 233 VAT registrations per year would be required in the Borough to raise its 

business start up rate to the UK average.   

Figure 1-2: Business Density, 1999 - 2007 

Source: BETA model, 2007 

xiv. Employment forecasts provided by Experian/Business Strategies Ltd. for the Core Evidence 

Base suggest that the Borough will see little overall growth in employment over the next 15 

years (based on data for 2005-20).   However, the data point to the potential for significant 

expansion in service sector employment over the same period, particularly in the financial 

services sector.  Communications – which includes the logistics and distribution industry – 

and the health care sector are also projected to see a strong rate of employment growth.  

xv. Over the same period, the Borough is expected to experience falls in the number of people 

employed in some sectors.  The food, drink and tobacco industry, the transport sector and 
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hotels & catering are all projected to experience falls in employment.  Efforts to support 

growing sectors, assist people to seek work elsewhere in the Borough and Merseyside and 

encourage more people to take up enterprise could play an important part in offsetting these 

effects.   

Economic Activity and Inactivity  

xvi. The Core Evidence Base underlines the importance which Knowsley MBC and its partners 

have attached to ensuring that more residents are in work, training and education.  Around 

73% of the Borough’s working age population of 89,000 are economically active, a figure 

which is 3 percentage points behind the North West and 5 percentage points behind the UK. 

In order to achieve the national rate, an additional 8,500 residents would have to become 

economically active.   

xvii. Rates of economic activity are particularly low in North Huyton, where just 56% of the area’s 

working age population is economically active and a large proportion of these (17%) are 

unemployed.  The rates of economic activity in South Kirkby (61%) and North Kirkby (62%) 

are also well below the Knowsley Borough average.   

xviii. The number of people claiming Incapacity Benefit (IB) or Severe Disability Allowance (SDA) is 

a particularly significant issue for Knowsley Borough.  The proportion of the working age 

population who are on long term sickness benefits is 28%, 12 percentage points higher than 

the national rate and 7 percentage points higher than the regional rate.  Incapacity benefit or 

Severe Disablement Allowance is claimed by just over 13% of the working age population.  

While the Borough has clearly had recent success in creating jobs, the latest data indicate 

that 4.3% of the population are in receipt of Job Seekers Allowance, the highest rate on 

Merseyside and 2 percentage points ahead of both the national and regional figures.  

xix. As Figure 1-3 shows, there are clearly positive signs that the Borough is reducing economic 

inactivity rates.  A combination of a concerted programme of action by Knowsley MBC and its 

partners (eg. through the Knowsley Works initiative) and a favourable economic climate are 

probably responsible for this change.   
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Figure 1-3: Changes in Economic Inactivity, 1999-2006 

 

Source: Benefit Claimants, Labour Force Survey and Annual Population Survey. National Statistics (from Nomis 
website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). © Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of 
HMSO  

xx. Over the period since 1999, there has been a 17% reduction in the number of people claiming 

IB/SDA.  There has been a 7 percentage point decrease in the number of income support 

claimants over and above that brought about by the introduction of Child Tax Credits in 2003.  

While the challenge of economic inactivity remains a substantial one, it is a priority for the 

Borough Council and its partners, and the focus of collective action by them.   

Deprivation and Incomes  

xxi. The Borough of Knowsley is one of the most deprived local authority areas in the country.  

Overall, the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) ranks the Borough as the third most deprived 

in the country.   Around 50% of residents live in the 10% most deprived super output areas 

(SOAs).  As shows, the scale and severity of deprivation in the Borough ranks alongside that 

of the most deprived areas of the North West.   
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Figure 1-4: Deprivation in Knowsley Borough and the surrounding area 

Source: Based on Index of Multiple Deprivation, Office of the Deputy Prime Minster (2004) © Crown Copyright 
material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO 

xxii. The Borough ranks first on the IMD for local concentration, a ranking which is based on the 

number of localised hot spots of deprivation (ie those ranked as most deprived).  It also has 

some of the most widespread deprivation, with a national rank of 8
th
 for the extent of 

deprivation which measures the proportion of a district's population living in the most deprived 

SOAs in the country.  Of Knowsley Borough’s 99 SOAs, 42 fall within the most deprived 5% in 

England, and 19 within the most deprived 1%.The problem of deprivation is particularly acute 

in northern parts of the Borough, with the majority of SOAs in North and South Kirkby falling 

within the most deprived 5% in the country.  

xxiii. The extent of deprivation in the Borough is underlined in data on the earnings of the 

Borough’s residents.  They have the lowest median gross weekly pay (full time only) of all the 

districts of Merseyside, and the figure is around £70 lower than the UK average.   Income 

Support claimants stand at 12.4% of the working age population, 3 percentage points above 

the Merseyside rate and 7 percentage points above the national average.    

Education and Skills 

xxiv. The main messages from the Core Evidence Base are that the Borough is making progress in 

raising attainment levels among its young people of school age, but that its performance 

continues to lag behind that of Merseyside, the North West and England as a whole.   

xxv. In 2006, just under half of pupils at secondary schools in the Borough achieved 5 or more A*-

C grades at GCSE, a figure which stood at 12 percentage points below the national average.   
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xxvi. A similar pattern is evident for more general measures of attainment at GSCE level, with the 

number of students achieving A*-G grades lagging several percentage points behind the 

England average.   

• There are particular issues about attainment in the core subjects of mathematics and 

English.  Provisional figures for 2007 suggest that at Key Stage 3 only 57% of pupils 

achieved level 5+ in English, compared to 73% nationally. For mathematics, the figures 

were 64% and 77% respectively.  

• Attainment at GCE A level is also behind the England average.   

xxvii. Of particular concern for the Borough must be the proportion of pupils living in the Borough 

who left school in 2006 with no passes at GCSE (7%), a much higher percentage than 

nationally (4%).  

xxviii. However, the current data do not reflect the positive trend in attainment.  For the period 

between 2003 and 2006 the data shows a 32% increase in the number of 15 year olds 

achieving 5 or more GCSE grades A* to C and a 24% decrease in the number who achieved 

no GCSE passes.  There has also been a significant decrease (24%) in the number of pupils 

achieving no passes at GCSE in Knowsley Borough. 

xxix. The Borough’s skills base reflects an area where there are a higher than average number of 

people in lower paid occupations, high levels of deprivation and lower than average school 

attainment levels. Fewer people than average are qualified to degree level (NVQ Level 4), 

while the number of people qualified to NVQ Levels 1 and 2 also lags behind.  The number of 

residents who lack any qualifications is 13 percentage points above the national average and 

7 percentage points above the average for Merseyside. 

xxx. Comparatively high numbers of young people age 16-18 who are not in education, 

employment or training.  The so-called NEET group stood at around 720 in September 2007, 

with particularly high numbers in the Longview, Northwood, Page Moss and Park areas of the 

Borough which account for nearly one third of the total. 

Employment Land and Housing 

xxxi. How the Borough uses its employment land and develops its housing offer are key factors in 

sustainable development.  It is critical that the Borough secures appropriate uses for land 

which enable it to fulfil its aspirations for economic growth while at the same time reflecting 

the need to limit CO2 emissions and protect the environment.   

xxxii. The key points about commercial land and premises from the Core Evidence Base are:  

• A total stock of employment land of around 165 hectares, which at current take up rates 

represents a supply that will last for around 13 years, although there are some issues 

about the suitability for development of a proportion of this land.   

• The Borough has a comparatively small stock of office premises, with only 5% 

designated for this use, some 10 percentage points behind the figure for Merseyside.  

• Reflecting the Borough’s industrial base, the majority of commercial floorspace is 

designated for factory uses (around 60%).   

xxxiii. Over the period between 1998 and 2006 Knowsley Borough saw strong growth in the 

development of office space (reflecting new investments) and robust rates of development of 

new factory and other industrial floorspace.  
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xxxiv. A similar set of issues applies to housing in the Borough.  Government plans to substantially 

increase house building over the next two decades have important implications for Knowsley 

Borough.  Give its location in the Liverpool City Region, and close to Manchester and 

Warrington, the Borough could face pressure to accommodate growth above and beyond the 

230 dwellings a year which is the figure set by the North West Regional Spatial Strategy for 

the period to 2016.  While much of this growth is expected to be accommodated on previously 

developed land, additional growth may create pressure to unlock green field sites.  

xxxv.  The main messages about current housing provision are:  

• Owner occupiers are significantly underrepresented in the Borough.  Only 62% of homes 

are owner occupied, compared to 69% in the North West and England.  The private 

rented sector is also smaller (7%), lagging 5 percentage points behind England. 

• Social housing is important in Knowsley Borough.  The proportion of homes in the social 

rented sector is significantly higher than average at around 30%.   

• House prices have substantially risen (130%) in the Borough between 2000 and 2007, 

exceeding that of the UK but around 10 percentage points behind that of the North West 

and Merseyside.   

xxxvi. On the face of it, the Borough’s private housing still looks more affordable than elsewhere in 

the North West.  But the price gap has closed in recent years and when prices are set against 

the incomes of people who live in the Borough, there appear to be significant problems of 

affordability for existing residents who may be looking to buy. 

Health and Crime 

xxxvii. Crime and health are key social issues for the Borough and are priority issues for the LSP 

and Knowsley MBC.  Actions to tackle crime and improve community safety forms part of one 

of the Local Area Agreement blocks (Safer and Stronger Communities Fund), and will be  a 

central issue to be addressed through the new Sustainable Community Strategy.  Health is 

one of the four blocks of the Local Area Agreement (Healthy Communities and Older People) 

and will also be one of the main components of the new Sustainable Community Strategy.   

xxxviii. Health – The data from the Core Evidence Base suggest that high levels of deprivation in the 

Borough and issues connected to the lifestyles that some residents lead have some 

significant consequences for health.  The key points from this report are:  

• Life expectancy for men and women in the Borough is 3 years lower than the national 

figure. 

• Data on the causes of death show that the Borough has significantly higher than average 

numbers of residents who die from lung cancer, liver disease, respiratory problems and 

heart disease.  These are conditions associated with smoking, drinking and other lifestyle 

choices.   

• Within the Borough, the data show that the populations of North Huyton, North Kirkby 

and South Kirkby face the most significant health related problems.    

xxxix. The Primary Care Trust is about to embark on Strategic Health Needs Assessment for the 

Borough which will provide a rich, new source of data about the health of the Borough’s 

residents and the basis for long term planning of services.  

xl. Crime - The Core Evidence Base suggests that overall levels of crime in the Borough are 

higher than the national average.  As recorded by the British Crime Survey (BCS) data for 
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2007 offences per 1,000 population indicated compared to 61 in England.  However, the trend 

is downward with a 4% reduction in British Crime Survey offences recorded between 2003 

and 2007.  The main points from the report are:  

• Knowsley Borough performs better than the Merseyside average in recorded instances of 

violence against the person and domestic burglary, but the incidence of thefts from motor 

vehicles in the Borough is much higher (15 recorded instances per 1,000 population) 

than the Merseyside and England averages (9 per 1,000 population). 

• Parts of the Borough which are more vulnerable to crime than the Knowsley average 

tend to be concentrated around the built up areas of Kirkby, Huyton and Halewood.  

• Crime against businesses is an important issue by many companies in the Borough and 

there are now concerted efforts involving the Chamber of Commerce, the Borough 

Council, the Police and other partners to tackle it.  

• Residents’ perceptions of crime are an important factor in quality of life and satisfaction 

with a place.  Fear of crime can undermine efforts to create vibrant and sustainable 

communities.  The Core Evidence Base has highlighted the following issues:  

• 58% of respondents to a residents’ survey indicated that the level of crime in the Borough 

should be reduced and 63% indicated that the problem had worsened between 2002 and 

2005. 

xli. The survey also provides an indication of the fear of crime in the area with nearly half of the 

respondents to the survey indicating that they did not feel safe in the Borough’s parks and 

open spaces. 

The Environment  

xlii. The final section of the Core Evidence Base deals with two related sets of issues: the quality 

of the environment and the Borough’s performance on the climate change agenda.  These 

issues will be central to the Sustainable Community Strategy which has to ensure that 

economic and social priorities for the Borough are balanced with attention to environmental 

objectives.    

xliii. Action to improve environmental quality is an important issue for the Borough’s residents and 

for the area’s aspirations to attract more businesses and residents in the future.  Climate 

change and other issues about environmental protection have become increasingly important 

in the way that people live their lives and earn their living.  Knowsley’s Strategic Housing and 

Environment Partnership is in the process of developing a strategy to respond to the 

challenges it presents to the Borough.   

xliv. The Core Evidence Base highlights a number of important messages about the quality of the 

Borough’s environment and residents’ views about it.  Key points include:  

• 64%) of Knowsley Borough’s land area is classified as green space, this is considerably 

larger than the Merseyside average of 45%.  While it is not clear how much of this green 

space is accessible to residents, 6 of Knowsley’s parks have been awarded Green Flag 

status.   

• Encams, the organisation which runs the Keep Britain Tidy Campaign, has carried out a 

national assessment of the performance of local authorities on the management of key 

street level environmental problems, including litter, fly tipping, fly posting and graffiti.  In 



Knowsley MBC: Core Evidence Base  

Ref: A-00352  

Page x 

Knowsley Borough, a much larger proportion (15%) of the Borough’s environmental 

elements were classed as poor than nationally (5%) or on Merseyside (11%).   

• Despite the evidence about low environmental quality, improvement has clearly been 

evident over recent years, with 65% of respondents to the Knowsley MBC General 

Residents ’ Survey indicating that the Borough had improved as a place to live since 

2002. 

xlv. Data on environmental sustainability present a mixed picture of the Borough’s performance 

against indicators measuring Carbon emissions, biodiversity, waste generation and recycling.    

xlvi. Air quality in Knowsley Borough is worse than the North West average, with a combined air 

quality ratio of 1.22, compared to the North West’s ratio of 1.13.  With the exception of 

Liverpool, Knowsley’s air has the highest concentration of pollutants of all the districts of 

Merseyside. 

xlvii. CO2 emissions per 1,000 population in the Borough are lower than those of Merseyside, the 

North West and national averages.  Of this, the largest portion of emissions are as a result of 

industry and commercial activity.  

xlviii. Biodiversity within the Borough is a key environmental concern for Knowsley MBC and its 

partners.  In 2005, surveys found that less than half of the monitored sites were being 

managed and that invasive plants were recorded in 10 of the 13 sites monitored. 

xlix. In 2005/06, 452 kg of household waste per head of population was collected in Knowsley, the 

highest of all the Merseyside districts.  Of more concern perhaps is the 10% increase in the 

amount of household waste collected per resident since 2004/05, an increase which is much 

higher than that of the other Merseyside districts.  

Opportunities and Challenges 

l. The key messages to be drawn from the Core Evidence Base can be summarised in the form 

of opportunities and challenges for the Borough.  Many of these issues are already priorities 

for the Borough Council and its partners.  They will also feature strongly in the Sustainable 

Communities Strategy, Local Development Framework and Economic Regeneration Strategy.  

li. Many of these opportunities have been recognized by the LSP and by Knowsley Borough 

Council, and they are directly addressed in several strategies and studies which have been 

produced over the last 2-3 years (Enterprise and Start Ups, Business Competitiveness, Visitor 

Economy).   

• An expanding service sector – Forecasts for the Core Evidence Base suggest potential 

for employment to expand by up to 40% over the next 15 years.   

• Expansion and development of the Borough’s existing business parks - and the 

development of new sites (particularly for office premises) will need to be part of the 

approach to commercial land and property if the area is to capitalize on opportunities for 

growth.   

• Major projects are underway or planned – The potential for a major new development 

in Kirkby town centre, underpinned by the relocation of Everton FC, the substantial house 

building project at Huyton, and the expansion of Whiston Hospital present significant new 

economic opportunities for the Borough.   

• A location for new housing – Growth in house building – both social and private – is 

expected in the Borough over the next few years.  With its advantageous location in 
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relation to Liverpool, Manchester and Warrington, the Borough should position itself to be 

able to attract a wide range of new residents to the area.   

• A growing health and social care sector – Forecasts suggest that employment in 

health and social care could rise by 30% over the period to 2020.  The Borough should 

look to capitalize on these new employment opportunities and on the expansion of these 

sectors to promote better public health outcomes more broadly.   

• Investment in schools – The £150 million Building Schools for the Future programme 

has the potential to raise the standard of secondary education in the Borough and 

generate new opportunities for construction employment. 

• Quality green spaces – The Borough has some good quality green spaces, allied to 

popular outdoor destinations such as Knowsley Safari Park and the grounds of Knowsley 

Hall.  There is an opportunity to make more of these assets both for current residents 

and for the population of Merseyside which is in easy reach of Knowsley Borough.  

• Developing the visitor economy – With the Safari Park and Knowsley Hall as 

established destinations, there is an opportunity to do more to expand the Borough’s 

visitor economy.  Action should aim to attract more people to visit the Borough, as well as 

improving the quality of life for people who already live there.   

Challenges 

• Population change - Long term population projections point to falls in the working age 

population and substantial increases in the number of retired people in Knowsley 

Borough.  This could reduce the size of the resident workforce in the Borough and put 

additional pressure on health and social care services.  

•  Assisting those detached from the labour market – This is an established priority for 

Knowsley MBC and its partners and the scale of resources committed to these issues 

attests to the magnitude of the problem.  The programme of action which the Borough 

Council and its partners have now been operating for several years would need to be 

sustained over the long term.   

• The need to improve educational attainment - Securing higher attainment levels is 

critical to improving economic opportunities for the Borough’s young people and a 

sustained programme to raise aspirations and attainment levels of young people must 

continue to be key actions for partners.   

• Affordable housing where people need it - Affordability has become a problem for the 

Borough’s resident population, reflecting lower than average incomes in the area.     

• Improving the health of the population - The health data presented in the Core 

Evidence Base present a stark picture of a population which has many of the lifestyle 

characteristics associated with deprivation.  They have a significant impact on the current 

workforce (high incapacity benefit rates) and will continue to in the long term.  Action to 

persuade residents to make different lifestyle choices will continue to be essential. 

• Crime – In a recent survey, two thirds of respondents indicated that crime was the most 

important determinant of whether or not the Borough was a good place to live.  Survey 

data shows particular concerns about anti-social behaviour.  These are important factors 

both for the Borough’s ability to improve the quality of life for its existing population and 

for its efforts in the long term to attract more people to move into the area. 
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lii. The Sustainable Community Strategy, Local Development Framework and Economic 

Regeneration Strategy will need to reflect these opportunities and challenges for the Borough, 

and support the continuing action of the Local Strategic Partnership and Knowsley Borough 

Council where these issues are already being addressed.   
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1. Introduction  

1.1 Regeneris Consulting has been commissioned by Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council to 

develop a comprehensive Core Evidence Base (CEB) for the Borough.  The CEB aims to 

provide a suite of intelligence for Knowsley MBC and the Local Strategic Partnership which 

will assist in the planning and delivery of some of their key activities over the next few years.  

It will underpin the development of a number of key strategies for the area.  These include:   

• Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) – The Borough Council and the Local Strategic 
Partnership are preparing a new Sustainable Community Strategy for Knowsley 
Borough, the document which sets the long-term vision and priorities for the area.  
Partner organisations will sign up to a strategy which is expected to balance 
economic, social, and environmental goals.  A strong evidence base is an essential 
step in the process of developing the SCS.   

• Local Development Framework – The Borough is in the early stages of preparing a 
series of statutory planning documents, which will guide local planning policy and 
decisions over the long term.  A robust evidence base is a key requirement of the 
Local Development Framework (LDF), the principal strategic planning document.   

• Economic Regeneration Strategy – The Borough is in the process of producing an 
Economic Regeneration Strategy which will set the vision and strategic priorities for 
the development of the area’s economy of the next 10-15 years.  An important part 
of the process of preparing the ERS will be to review and synthesise quantitative  
evidence of the strengths and weaknesses of the Borough’s economy.   

1.2 The primary focus of this evidence base is the Borough as a whole. This report examines 

current economic, social and environmental conditions in the area, examines recent changes 

across a wide range of issues and assesses the likely future direction of the area.  In effect, 

this is a ‘State of Knowsley Borough’ report which is intended to offer a valuable source of 

data and analysis to organisations across the Borough, Merseyside and the wider North West.   

1.3 With Knowsley MBC having committed to operating through six area partnerships, it is also 

important that the report captures key characteristics and performance of the Borough’s sub 

areas.  The six areas are North Kirkby, South Kirkby, North Huyton, South Huyton, Prescot, 

Whiston & Cronton and Halewood.  There are some significant differences between these 

sub-areas and each faces particular challenges which require tailored policy and funding 

solutions from the Borough Council and its partners.  Conversely, having a richer 

understanding of Knowsley Borough’s internal characteristics can also help to ensure that 

resources are targeted at areas of opportunity where this is appropriate.   

1.4 This evidence base is built on a comprehensive range of data sources ranging from nationally 

available data bases administered by the Office for National Statistics to local information 

such as surveys which address very specific issues for the Borough.   

1.5 Every indicator which has been included in the Core Evidence Base is available at a district 

level.  In addition to the analysis of this district level data, this report has sought to 

systematically compare the Borough with other areas in order to set its performance in its 

broader context.  The comparators are:  

• Greater Merseyside (Liverpool, Sefton, St. Helens, Halton and the Wirral) 

• North West region 

• United Kingdom (or Great Britain/England and Wales depending upon the data 
source) 
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1.6 The analysis of the characteristics of the six area partnerships has drawn on a combination of 

Super Output Area (Middle and Lower layers), ward level and postcode sector data.  The 

boundaries of the area partnerships were defined by the Borough Council on the basis of 

wards.  

1.7 The structure of this report is based on the main themes for the evidence base and these are 

set out as follows:   

• Section 2 provides brief background detail on the geographical location and other 
key characteristics of Knowsley Borough.   

• Section 3 explores the main features of the Borough’s population and the way it is 
changing.  

• Section 4 presents a detailed analysis of the Borough’s economy, covering key 
business sectors, employment and enterprise. 

• Section 5 examines the changing patterns of economic activity and inactivity 
across the Borough.   

• Section 6 sets out data on the incomes of people who live and work in Knowsley, 
and discusses the travel to work patterns of residents and the labour force. 

• Section 7 considers the issue of deprivation in the Borough, which poses 
particularly acute challenges for residents.  

• Section 8 looks at education and skills in the Borough, covering issues from 
attainment levels in schools to the qualifications of the resident adult population.   

• Section 9 offers an analysis of commercial land and property which is intended to 
inform the Local Development Framework process. 

• Section 10 explores housing in Knowsley Borough including both the volume of 
provision and the quality of the stock. 

• Section 11 presents data on the health of the Borough’s population, the first of 3 
key social issues. 

• Section 12 sets out a range of data on crime and perceptions of crime among the 
Borough’s residents. 

• Section 13 provides a broad picture of the environmental quality of Knowsley 
Borough and explores data on climate change.   
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2.  Knowsley Borough in Context 

2.1 The Metropolitan Borough of Knowsley is an integral part of the Liverpool City Region. 

Centred on the core city of Liverpool, the City Region extends across districts of Knowsley, St. 

Helens, Sefton, the Wirral and Halton into parts of Warrington, North Cheshire, Flintshire and 

West Lancashire.  Working through The Mersey Partnership, the Borough Council and an 

extensive array of private and public sector partners on Merseyside have committed 

themselves to a Development Programme and action plan which aims to re-establish 

Liverpool’s status as a premier European City Region by 2025, based on an ‘internationally 

competitive economy and cultural offer, an outstanding quality of life and vibrant 

communities contributing to a sharing in sustainable wealth creation’. 

2.2 The Borough plays a number of key roles in the Liverpool City Region.  It is a major 

employment location, offering several major industrial and business parks including one of 

the largest in Europe (Knowsley Industrial Park) and a strategic regional investment site 

(Kings Business Park).  Strong recent growth in employment reflects efforts by public and 

private sector partners to expand the business base and promote enterprise in the Borough, 

and the last decade and a half have seen some high profile inward investments by companies 

such as QVC, Vertex, Sonae and others.  The Borough also has a number of important visitor 

destinations (Knowsley Hall and the Safari Park), and plans to develop a high profile new 

attraction in the Shakespeare North Centre at Prescot.   

2.3 Geographically the Borough covers an administrative area of 86km².   It shares an eastern 

boundary with the city of Liverpool, and also benefits from close proximity to the Manchester 

City Region and is located around 25 miles from Manchester city centre.   The Borough is one 

of the 5 districts that make up Merseyside, defined as including the metropolitan districts of 

Knowsley, Liverpool, Sefton, St Helens and Wirral. Greater Merseyside is extended to include 

the unitary authority of Halton.  
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Figure 2-1: Location of Knowsley and surrounding areas 

 

Source: Knowsley Business Directory (From Knowsley Business Directory Website: 
www.ebusinessdirectories.co.uk)  

2.4 An extensive reorganisation of England’s local government arrangements in 1972 brought 

about the creation of Knowsley Metropolitan Borough, when the urban districts of Huyton, 

Kirkby and Prescot were grouped with rural districts of Whiston and parts of West Lancashire 

to form a new local authority area. The grouping of these areas and shape of the Borough 

gives Knowsley an unusual characteristic; instead of having one main urban centre, it has 

three smaller ones in Kirkby, Huyton and Prescot.  

2.5 The M57 motorway runs perpendicular to the M62 through the length of the Borough and 

provides a fast route between Kirkby in the north and Huyton in the centre, as well as 

connecting Knowsley with southern Lancashire and Wigan. However, Knowsley Borough’s 

major transport links run from east to west, providing better strategic transport links between 

its main urban areas and neighbouring districts than those which link together towns and 

villages within the Borough.  The M62 motorway runs through Knowsley and connects 

Knowsley with Manchester (c. 40 minutes) to the east and Liverpool to the west (c. 20 
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minutes).  There are 5 Merseyrail stations in the Borough providing rapid connections into 

Liverpool city centre.   A railfreight terminal provides good freight access to Liverpool Port 

and the national rail network.  Liverpool John Lennon Airport is located just across the 

Borough’s south western boundary and provides an important transport gateway for residents 

and businesses as well as a significant source of employment.  

 

Figure 2-2: Knowsley Borough Map 

 

Source: Knowsley Borough Council, 2007 

2.6 As part of an initiative by Knowsley MBC to increase the involvement of local communities in 

decisions about services, six area partnerships (or sub-areas) were created (see Figure 2-3).  

These are North Kirkby, South Kirkby, North and South Huyton, Halewood and Prescot, 

Whiston, Cronton & Knowsley Village.  
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Figure 2-3:  Knowsley Borough’s Area Partnerships 

 

Source: Source: Digital Mapping Solutions from Dotted Eyes. © Crown Copyright 2006. All rights reserved. Licence 

number 100019918 
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3.  The Population of Knowsley 

Key Points 

• The current population of the Borough stands at around 151,000 

• The working age population is a little smaller than the national average, but on par with 
the North West and Merseyside 

• There is a slightly higher proportion of residents in the 0-14 age groups than regionally 
or nationally 

• Long term population decline has been a feature over the last 20 years, but the rate of 
decline has slowed and the most recent data suggest small population increases 

• The population of over 65s increased by 25% between 1985 and 2006 

• The Borough has a comparatively small Black and Minority Ethnic population, 
representing under 2% of the population 

• Of the 61,000 households in Knowsley Borough, there are higher than average 
proportions of lone-parent households, and a lower than average proportion of single 
person households 

• Lone parent households are particularly concentrated in North Huyton, North and South 
Kirkby 

3.1 The Borough’s resident population is currently estimated to stand at around 151,000.  Some 

63% of residents are of working age, 19% are below working age and 20% are aged 60 and 

over, many of whom have now retired from the workforce. Whilst the working age population 

of Knowsley (64%) is proportionally a little smaller than the national average it is broadly 

equivalent to that of the Merseyside area and the North West region.  Knowsley Borough has 

a slightly higher proportion (19%) of residents in the 0-14 age groups than is the case either 

nationally or regionally (18%), an encouraging statistic for the Borough’s future workforce.   

Table 3-1: Population in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 

Age Knowsley Knowsley 

% 

Merseyside 

% 

North West 

% 

GB 

% 

Ages 0-14 29,100 19% 17% 18% 18% 

Ages 15-29 30,500 20% 20% 20% 20% 

Ages 30-44 32,700 22% 20% 21% 22% 

Ages 45-59 29,200 19% 20% 20% 19% 

Ages 60-74 19,600 13% 14% 14% 14% 

Ages 75+ 10,000 7% 8% 8% 8% 

Total 151,000 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Working Age 95,500 63% 63% 63% 64% 

Source: Mid-Year Population Estimates, 2006. National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). 

Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Recent population change 

3.2 As Figure 3-1 shows, Knowsley Borough has experienced long term decline in the size of its 

population (c. 8%) between 1981 and 2006 at a time when the national and regional 

populations were steadily increasing.  During an extended period of recession on Merseyside 

during the 1980s, the rate of population loss was particularly high - between 1982 and 1989, 

the average annual population loss was 1.8%. However, this decline slowed considerably 

during the course of the 1990s to around 0.3% per annum between 1990 and 2005.  In the 
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2000s, the population has continued to fall, with the data showing a loss of 600 people 

(0.3%) between 2004 and 2005.1   

 

Figure 3-1: Recent Population Change (Index 1981 = 100) 

 

Source: Mid-Year Population Estimates, National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). Crown 
copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

3.3 Population decline has been particularly pronounced among those of working age.  Over the 

20 years from 1986, the Borough’s working age population fell by 9%.  The majority of this 

loss occurred in the 1980s, partly reflecting pressure to find work elsewhere in the UK.  More 

recently this trend appears to have been reversed and the working age population increased 

by 3% between 1996 and 2006.  

3.4 While the Borough’s working age population has fallen over the long term, its population of 

over 65s has significantly expanded, increasing by around 25% between 1986 and 2006.  

There are now 22,400 people aged over 65 in Knowsley, accounting for 15% of the 

Borough’s total population.  During the 2000s, the rate of growth of the over 65 population 

has been higher than that of the working age population, with this cohort growing by around 

4% between 2000 and 2005 compared to 0.4% for the working age population. 

                                                
1 Our understanding is that revised estimates which are shortly to be published by the Office for National 
Statistics may indicate a very slight increase in population over the last 3-4 years.   
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Table 3-2: Total population and change over time in Knowsley Borough 

Age Group Knowsley 

total 

population 

2006 

5 year 

change 

10 year 

change 

20 year 

change 

Aged under 1 year 1,900 6% -2% -27% 

Aged 1-4 years 7,200 -5% -10% -29% 

Aged 5-9 years 9,400 -13% -21% -20% 

Aged 10-14 years 10,600 -9% -22% -14% 

Aged 15-19 years 11,500 4% -10% -20% 

Aged 20-24 years 10,600 31% 25% -31% 

Aged 25-29 years 8,400 -6% 22% -37% 

Aged 30-34 years 8,900 -25% -31% -16% 

Aged 35-39 years 11,800 -4% -31% 17% 

Aged 40-44 years 12,000 5% 0% 46% 

Aged 45-49 years 11,200 18% 25% 32% 

Aged 50-54 years 9,200 1% 22% 0% 

Aged 55-59 years 8,800 22% 26% -6% 

Aged 60-64 years 6,700 -9% 13% -20% 

Aged 65 -69 years 6,700 -7% -15% 6% 

Aged 70-74 years 6,200 -5% -12% 24% 

Aged 75-79 years 5,100 16% 7% 42% 

Aged 80-84 years 3,000 20% 38% 50% 

Aged 85 years and over 1,400 -22% 25% 27% 

Total population 149,400 -22% -2% -8% 

Working age population 95,500 3% 3% -9% 

Over 65 population 22,400 0 7% 25% 

Source: Mid-Year Population Estimates, National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). Crown 

copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Note: Percentage figures rounded to nearest 0.5% 

Population Projections 

3.5 Although the rate of overall population loss has slowed in recent years, population projections 

for Knowsley indicate that the downward trend will continue. National estimates suggest that 

a further 2% shrinkage of Knowsley’s population is to be expected over the next 20 years, 

bringing the population of the Borough to around 146,500 by 2025.  The data point to an 

increasingly ageing population, with the number of residents over 50 expected to rise by 

around 25%.  The number of people over the age of 85 is projected to double, reflecting 

trends towards improvements in lifestyles, health and care provision.   

3.6 Of some concern for the Borough may be the projected contraction of its population of under 

50s, which is expected to fall by close to 15% over the next 20 years.  This suggests that, 

without additional in-migration, the size of the workforce is set to fall, an important issue for 

the future of the area’s economy.   
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Table 3-3: Population projections for Knowsley Borough 

 Change 

2005-2010 

Change 

2002 – 

2015 

Change 

2005 – 

2020 

Change 

2005 – 

2025 

Aged 0-4 years 1% 0% -1% -4% 

Aged 5-9 years -7% -6% -6% -7% 

Aged 10-14 years -15% -20% -19% -19% 

Aged 15-19 years -8% -20% -25% -25% 

Aged 20-24 years 0.7% -1% -14% -19% 

Aged 25-29 years 23% 31% 23% 9% 

Aged 30 -34 years -18% 1% 6% 0% 

Aged 35-39 years  -21% -33% -20% -15% 

Aged 40-44 years -4% -23% -34% -21% 

Aged 45-49 years 9% 5% -15% -26% 

Aged 50-54 years 17% 28% 21% 0% 

Aged 55-59 years 2% 18% 29% 24% 

Aged 60-64 years 19% 21% 40% 54% 

Aged 65-69 years -11% 6% 9% 26% 

Aged 70-74 years 0% -11% 8% 11% 

Aged 75-79 years 0% 2% -6% 14% 

Aged 80-84 years 17% 23% 30% 20% 

Aged 85 years and over 22% 50% 72% 100% 

Total population -1% -2% -2% -2% 

Working age population 0.1% -2% -5% -8.0% 

Source: ONS, 2004 based SNPP Metropolitan Districts: population projections by sex and quinary age group.   

Diversity of the population 

3.7 Knowsley Borough has a smaller than average Black and Minority Ethnic population, with 

fewer than 2% of its residents classifying their ethnicity as non-white at the time of the 2001 

Census.  Of this BME community, the majority (0.8% of the total population) defined 

themselves as Mixed Race while there were also small numbers of Asian/Asian British people 

(0.2%), Black/Black British people (0.2%) and Chinese or other ethnic groups (0.3%) 

resident in the Borough.   

3.8 While this is a much smaller proportion of BME residents than the figures for England (9%) 

and the North West (6%), the populations of other Merseyside districts, with the exception of 

Liverpool appear to mirror this ethnic composition. For example, both Sefton and Wirral have 

the same proportion of non-white residents as Knowsley, and the proportions in St Helens 

and Halton are less, at 1% of residents. Liverpool is the only Merseyside district with a larger 

BME population (6%).  
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Table 3-4: Ethnicity in Knowsley Borough and Comparator Areas 

 White Mixed race Asian or 

Asian British 

Black or 

Black British 

Chinese or 

other ethnic 

group 

England 90.9% 1.3% 4.6% 2.3% 0.9% 

North West 94.4% 0.9% 3.4% 0.6% 0.6% 

Merseyside 97.1% 1.0% 0.6% 0.5% 0.8% 

Knowsley 98.4% 0.8% 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 

Liverpool 94.3% 1.8% 1.1% 1.2% 1.6% 

Sefton 98.4% 0.6% 0.4% 0.2% 0.4% 

St Helens 98.8% 0.4% 0.4% 0.1% 0.3% 

Wirral 98.3% 0.6% 0.4% 0.2% 0.5% 

Halton 98.8% 0.6% 0.2% 0.1% 0.3% 

Source: Census, 2001, ethnicity data. National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk).  © Crown 

copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Household types 

3.9 There are around 61,000 households in the Knowsley Borough.  The majority (64%) of these 

are single family households, a larger proportion than for Merseyside as a whole (61%) and 

the North West and England (63%).  Couple family households represent a lower proportion 

of all households in Knowsley (40%) than is the case in the North West (44%) or England as 

a whole (45%).  Single person households also appear to be underrepresented in the 

Borough, accounting for only 29% of households compared to 33% on Merseyside, 31% in 

the North West and 30% in England.  The proportion of lone parent families is particularly 

high, representing just over 17% of all households in the Borough. This is almost double the 

national figure of 9.5% and is the highest on Merseyside.  
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Table 3-5: Household Composition in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 

 Knowsley Merseyside North West England 

One Person Households 29% 32.5% 40% 30% 

Single pensioners 14.5% 16% 15% 14.5% 

One family  64% 61% 63.5% 63% 

Couple family  40% 39% 44% 45% 

Couple family with no children 12% 13% 16% 18% 

Couple family with dependent 

children 

20% 18.5% 20.5% 21% 

Lone parent family  17.5% 14% 11% 9.5% 

Lone parent family with 

dependent children 

12% 9.5% 7.5% 6.5% 

Other household 7% 6.5% 5% 6.5% 

Source: Census, 2001, Household Type data. National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk).  © 

Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Occupations  

3.10 The analysis of the occupational profile of residents in Table 3-6 indicates some key 

differences from national and regional profiles. In particular, there is clearly a higher than 

average proportion of residents employed in relatively low paid and lower skilled occupations:   

• Standard Occupational Classifications (SOCs) 1-3 include professional, technical and 
managerial roles, which, generally speaking are more highly paid than occupations in 
other SOCs. In Knowsley Borough, 29% of the workforce is employed in these roles, 
compared to 42% nationally, 40% in the North West and 38% across Merseyside. 

• The proportion of Knowsley Borough’s workforce that is employed within SOCs 7-9, 
which includes sales, customer service, elementary, process, plant and machine 
operative occupations is 34%, several percentage points higher than nationally or 
regionally. 
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Table 3-6: Occupations in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 

 Knowsley Merseyside North 

West 

UK 

1.Managers and senior officials 10% 13% 14% 15% 

2.Professional  7% 11% 12% 13% 

3.Associate professional & technical  11% 14% 14% 14% 

4.Administrative and secretarial  14% 13% 13% 12% 

5.Skilled trades  13% 10% 11% 11% 

6.Personal service  10% 10% 8% 8% 

7.Sales and customer service  9% 9% 8% 8% 

8.Process, plant and machine operatives 11% 8% 8% 7% 

9.Elementary occupations 15% 11% 11% 11% 

Source: Annual Population Survey, National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). Crown 
copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Sub Area Analysis 

3.11 The key population indicators for Knowsley’s six sub-areas are set out in Error! Reference 

source not found. below.  The most notable features of the sub-areas are:   

• The size of the population in each of the six differs markedly, ranging from 16,066 
people in North Kirkby to 30,433 in Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village. 

• Within each of these areas, the proportion of residents who are of working age also 
varies, with North Kirkby having the largest working age population (66%) and North 
and South Huyton the smallest (60%).   

• Halewood stands out as having a slightly smaller white population (97.2%) than the 
other sub areas, underlined by the data indicating that 26% of the Borough’s non-
white population live in this sub-area.   

• A slightly higher number of Asian/Asian British people live in Prescot, Whiston, 
Cronton and Knowsley Village than in other sub areas.   

• There are some significant variations in household types between the different 
partnership areas.  For example, at 23% the proportion of lone parent households is 
particularly high in North Huyton.  North Kirkby and South Kirkby also have significant 
number of lone parent households (20% and 21% of the total respectively).  

• Whilst couple family households make up the majority for Knowsley Borough as a 
whole as well as across most sub areas, in North Huyton one person households 
account for the largest proportion (32.7%). In South Kirkby there is almost balance 
between one person households (31%) and couple households (32%) 
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Table 3-7:  Key Statistics for Knowsley Borough Sub Areas: Population 

  North Kirkby South 

Huyton 

Halewood North Huyton Prescot, 

Whiston, 

Cronton and 

Knowsley 

Village 

South 

Kirkby 

Knowsley 

Population 

structure 

Total population 16,066 28,730 22,453 27,486 30,433 24,225 151,000 

Working Age 

Population 

66% 60% 63% 60% 61% 61% 95,500 

Ages 0-14 23% 20% 22% 23% 21% 21% 19% 

Ages 15-29 22% 17% 18% 19% 18% 20% 20% 

Ages 30-44 23% 24% 26% 23% 23% 22% 22% 

Ages 45-59 19% 18% 17% 15% 18% 17% 19% 

Ages 60-74 10% 16% 13% 15% 15% 14% 13% 

Ages 75+ 4% 7% 5% 5% 6% 7% 7% 

Ethnicity White 99% 99% 97% 99% 98% 99% 98% 

Mixed Race 0.8% 0.8% 1.2% 0.7% 0.8% 0.8% 0.8% 

Asian/Asian 

British 

0.1% 0.2% 0.4% 0.1% 0.5% 0.1% 0.2% 

Black/Black 

British 

0.3% 0.1% 0.4% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 

Chinese / other 0.1% 0.2% 0.7% 0.2% 0.3% 0.2% 0.3% 

Household 

Type 

One person 

households 

26.7% 26.6% 26.5% 32.7% 29.7% 31.1% 29.0% 

Couple family 

households 

40.4% 45.4% 46.4% 31.9% 42.8% 31.9% 39.7% 

Lone parent 

households 

19.9% 14.9% 14.9% 22.8% 13.7% 21.0% 17.3% 

Source: Census, 2001. National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk).  © Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 
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4. The Economy, Employment and Enterprise   

 

• The Borough’s GVA per capita (as East Merseyside) lags behind that of Merseyside, the 
North West and the UK. 

• The business base expanded by around 10% between 1998 and 2005, reflecting 
success in attracting some new investors to the area. 

• Manufacturing continues to be a key feature of the business base, accounting for 10% 
of businesses and more than 20% of total employment. 

• There are particular concentrations of manufacturing employment in the automotive 
industry, non-electrical domestic appliances and specialist board manufacturing. 

• Real estate, renting and other business activities (service companies) account for 
around 19% of the business base, some 11 percentage points behind the national 
average.  There are concentrations of employment in call centres, financial 
intermediation and a range of other business services. 

• Wholesale and retailing account for 22% of the business base and around 5,500 jobs in 
the Borough, though the sector has seen some contraction in recent years. 

• Key growth sectors between 1998 and 2005 include retail (through investments by mail 
order companies), public services, financial intermediation and labour recruitment. 

• Employment growth forecasts point to strong potential for expansion in banking, 
insurance and other business services, the health and social care sector, retail and 
transport.    

• Business density and start up rates are behind the regional and national averages.  An 
additional 233 VAT registrations per year would be required in the Borough to raise its 
business start up rate to the UK average.   

• However, business density has risen by over 7% since 2000, partly reflecting efforts by 
partners to generate new enterprises.   

4.1 The Borough’s economy continues to reflect its long-standing strengths in manufacturing.  

The continued presence of volume manufacturers such as Jaguar and the presence of 

significant concentrations of smaller companies on the Borough’s industrial estates attest to 

an area which has a strong base of skilled and semi-skilled labour.  However, the data 

presented in this section also point to an economy that is undergoing transition. In particular, 

growth in the number of businesses and employment in services industries indicate that 

Knowsley Borough is experiencing a shift away from manufacturing which is consistent with 

the pattern of economic change across the UK.   

Gross Value Added 

4.2 Gross Value Added (GVA) is an indicator of wealth creation, measuring the contribution to the 

economy of each producer, industry or sector. It is used to measure total economic activity in 

an area.  Data for Knowsley Borough’s GVA are not available.  Instead, the Borough is 

grouped together with St. Helens as East Merseyside.  As Table 4-1 indicates, the combined 

GVA of Knowsley and St Helens was £11,676 per head of population in 2004 and it had 

increased by 65% since 1995. While this increase exceeds the national increase (58.1%) and 

regional increase (52.5%) in GVA per head over the same period, East Merseyside’s GVA 

remains significantly lower than the national and regional GVA per head values.   
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Table 4-1: GVA per capita and change, 1995-2004 

 1995 2003 2004 % change 

2003-2004 

% change 

1995-2004 

East 

Merseyside 

£7,075 £11,071 £11,676 5.5% 65.0% 

Liverpool £9,248 £14,692 £15,530 5.7% 67.9% 

Sefton £7,245 £10,721 £11,321 5.6% 56.3% 

Wirral £6,408 £9,450 £9,891 4.7% 54.4% 

Merseyside £7,671 £11,798 £12,448 5.5% 62.3% 

North West £9,829 £14,230 £14,994 5.4% 52.5% 

UK £11,037 £16,549 £17,451 5.5% 58.10% 

Source: Merseyside Economic Review, 2006. The Mersey Partnership 

The Business base  

4.3 Annual Business Inquiry data indicates that Knowsley Borough’s business base is made up of 

just over 2,900 firms. Between 1998 and 2005, the business base experienced a net growth 

of around 250 businesses (c.9.5%), indicative of an area which experienced positive 

economic change over this period as companies chose to locate in the Borough and the local 

economy capitalised on the strength of the UK economy.   

4.4 The composition of the business base exhibits some important differences from the national 

and regional picture with a number of sectors having significantly higher concentrations in the 

Borough than the UK or North West averages.  Key features of the business base include:   

• Manufacturing – Around 10% of Knowsley Borough’s businesses operate in the 
manufacturing sector, whereas it accounts for only 7% of businesses nationally 8% 
of businesses in the North West.  

• Construction – Accounting for just over 11% of the Borough’s businesses, 
construction is more strongly represented than is the case for Merseyside (c. 9%) or 
the North West (9%) 

• Health and Social work – Represents around 8% of Knowsley’s business base. 
This is the same proportion as for Merseyside as a whole, but is over 2 percentage 
points larger then regionally and nationally.  

4.5 A number of key sectors are comparatively underrepresented in Knowsley Borough.  These 

include:  

• Real-estate, renting and business – This broad category of service activities 
accounts for almost 30% of the national business base, but in Knowsley Borough only 
just over 19% of businesses operate in this sector, suggesting that there is still some 
distance to travel towards the UK average.   

• Financial intermediation businesses account for only just over 1% of the 
business base in Knowsley, whereas they represent close to 2.5% of the UK’s 
business base.   
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Table 4-2: The Business base in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 2005 

 Knowsley  Knowsley 
(%) 

Merseyside 

(%) 

North 
West 

(%) 

GB 

(%) 

A: Agriculture, hunting and 
forestry 

10 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.4% 

B: Fishing 0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 

C: Mining and quarrying 0 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 

D: Manufacturing 290 10.0% 7.1% 7.6% 7.2% 

E: Electricity, gas and 
water supply 

10 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 

F: Construction 330 11.2% 8.7% 9.0% 9.5% 

G: Wholesale and retail  650 22.4% 23.5% 23.6% 21.5% 

H: Hotels/restaurants 180 6.1% 7.6% 7.4% 7.1% 

I: Transport, storage and 
communications 

180 6.2% 4.3% 4.7% 4.4% 

J: Financial intermediation 40 1.2% 2.3% 2.2% 2.3% 

K: Real estate, renting and 
business  

570 19.4% 24.9% 27.1% 29.5% 

L: Public admin/ defence 60 2.0% 1.4% 1.1% 1.2% 

M: Education 130 4.5% 3.4% 3.0% 2.8% 

N: Health/ social work 230 7.8% 7.8% 5.8% 5.4% 

O: Other community, social 
and personal service 
activities 

260 8.9% 8.9% 8.1% 8.6% 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO 

Recent Change 

4.6 The Borough’s business base has changed considerably since 1998.  The most significant 

shifts have occurred in the following sectors:  

• Real estate, renting and business activities – The proportion of businesses in 
this broad sector grew from 13% in 1998 to over 19% in 2005, representing an 
additional 210 businesses and a total increase of around 60%.  

• Hotels and Restaurant – The share of these leisure industries in the Borough’s 
business base contracted slightly from 9% in 1998 to 6% in 2005. This represents a 
loss of 66 businesses. This figure of 6% compares to a national rate of 7% and a 
regional rate of 7.5%.   

• Construction – This sector grew by 16% between 1998-2005 and a higher 
proportion (11%) of Knowsley Borough’s businesses operate in the construction 
industry than is the case in the North West (9%) or nationally (9.5%).  

• Wholesale and retail – In 1998, the sector accounted for over a quarter of the 
Borough’s business base.  However, despite some high profile new investments (eg. 
QVC) this sector’s share of the business base decreased slightly by 4.5% over the 
period to 2005 and now accounts for 22% of the total.   

• Manufacturing – Overall, the proportion of manufacturing of the business base 
share remained stable between 1998 and 2005.  The actual number of companies in 
this classification grew by only 24, an increase of 9%.  
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Table 4-3: Change in Knowsley Borough’s business base, 1998 - 2005 

 % of 
businesses 

1998 

% of 
businesses 

2005 

Absolute 
change 

% 
change 

A: Agriculture, hunting and forestry 0.2% 0.1% -1 -20% 

B: Fishing - - - - 

C: Mining and quarrying - - - - 

D: Manufacturing 10.1% 10% 24 9% 

E: Electricity, gas and water supply 0.1% 0.2% 2 67% 

F: Construction 10.6% 11.2% 46 16% 

G: Wholesale and retail trade 25.7% 22.4% -31 -5% 

H: Hotels and restaurants 9.1% 6.1% -66 -27% 

I: Transport, storage and 
communication 

6.6% 6.2% 4 2% 

J: Financial intermediation 0.8% 1.2% 13 59% 

K:Real estate, renting and business 
activities 

13.4% 19.4% 210 59% 

L: Public administration and defence 2.8% 2.0% -16 -22% 

M: Education 3.7% 4.5% 33 34% 

N: Health and social work 7.4% 7.8% 32 16% 

O : Other community, social and 
personal service activities 

9.5% 8.9% 7 3% 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

Business size  

4.7 As Figure 4-1 shows, small businesses (employing 1-10 people) make up the majority (75%) 

of the Borough’s business base.  This is a significantly lower proportion than the national 

(84%) or regional (82%) averages.  However, the area’s economy supports a higher than 

average proportion of medium sized businesses which employ between 11 and 49 people.  

Around 19% of businesses fall into this category, compared to 14% in the North West and 

13% in Great Britain.  There is also an overrepresentation of larger businesses (1.4% of the 

total) which employ 200 or more employees.  This proportion is double that of Great Britain 

(0.7%) and may suggest that the Borough is more exposed than elsewhere in the country to 

large scale job losses should any of these large companies relocate out of the Borough.  
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Figure 4-1: Business size in Knowsley Borough, 2005 

 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

Sectors and Employment  

4.8 The analysis of sectoral employment in Knowsley Borough reaffirms the prominent role that 

manufacturing plays in the area’s economy and shows there to be some significant 

concentrations of particular sectors.  Using location quotients, Table 4-4 shows those sectors 

in which there is a higher concentration of employment in Knowsley Borough than the 

national average.2 Together, these sectors account for just over 52% of total employment in 

the Borough.   

                                                
2 The location quotient of sectoral employment in an area is used as a way of analysing the degree of 
concentration of that sector relative to some benchmark figure, in this case, Great Britain. A location quotient 
above 1 indicates a higher degree of concentration locally than in the benchmark area.  This section of the 
report uses a location quotient of >1.2 to denote an above average concentration.  
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Table 4-4: Higher than Average Employment Concentrations in Knowsley, 2005 

Industry Employment 

2005 

Knowsley 

LQ vs. GB 

2005 

% of total 

employment 

297: Manufacture: domestic appliances  1,040 23.0 1.9% 

202:Manufacture: panels and boards 220 19.3 0.4% 

341: Manufacture: motor vehicles 2,430 14.9 4.5% 

313: Manufacture: wire and cable 220 12.7 0.4% 

526: Retail sale of not in stores 1,660 9.0 3.0% 

274: Manufacture: metals 310 8.5 0.6% 

246: Manufacture: chemical products 480 8.3 0.9% 

243: Manufacture: paints and varnishes  250 6.5 0.5% 

261: Manufacture: glass /glass products 260 4.7 0.5% 

332: Manufacture: measurement inst. 530 4.3 1.0% 

312: Manufacture: electricity apparatus 300 4.2 0.5% 

159: Manufacture: beverages 370 4.2 0.7% 

155: Manufacture: dairy products 220 3.9 0.4% 

343: Manufacture: parts and accessories for 
motor vehicles and their engines 

400 2.5 0.7% 

241: Manufacture: basic chemicals 250 2.4 0.4% 

671: Financial Intermed. activities (ex. 
Insurance / Pension)  

730 2.4 1.3% 

212: Manufacture: paper /paperboard articles 280 2.3 0.5% 

222: Printing and printing services  700 2.1 1.3% 

295: Manufacture: other machinery 220 1.9 0.4% 

702: Letting of own property 690 1.9 1.3% 

361: Manufacture: furniture 370 1.8 0.7% 

747: Industrial cleaning 1,590 1.7 2.9% 

453: Building installation 1,120 1.7 2.1% 

515: Wholesale: intermed, waste and scrap 750 1.6 1.4% 

281: Manufacture: metal products 210 1.5 0.4% 

292: Manufacture: other machinery 290 1.5 0.5% 

804: Adult and other education 760 1.5 1.4% 

851: Human health activities 5,900 1.4 10.8% 

853: Social work activities 3,320 1.4 6.1% 

353: Manufacture: aircraft and spacecraft 250 1.3 0.5% 

513: Wholesale: food, drink and tobacco 500 1.3 0.9% 

602: Other land transport 1,310 1.3 2.4% 

631: Cargo handling and storage 370 1.3 0.7% 

285: Treatment and coating of metals;  280 1.2 0.5% 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

 

Manufacturing 

4.9 The high concentration of manufacturing employment in Knowsley Borough reflects the 

composition of its business base.  In 2005 the sector accounted for around 20% of total 
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employment or 12,000 jobs.  While there is considerable diversity in the manufacturing base 

a number of specific sub-sectors stand out:   

• Knowsley has a clear specialism in the manufacture of motor vehicles. This sector 
employs over 2,400 people and has a location quotient of 14.9.  A key factor in this 
degree of concentration is the continued presence of the Ford Jaguar factory located 
in Halewood.  

• A direct consequence of the concentration of vehicle manufacturing on Merseyside is 
a higher than average volume of employment in the manufacturing of parts and 
accessories for motor vehicles and their engines. This is a significant source of 
jobs for the Borough (400), representing a concentration which two and a half times 
the national average. 

• Companies which manufacture non-electrical domestic appliances employ over 
1,000 people in Knowsley and employment in this industry is 84 times more 
concentrated in Knowsley than nationally.   

• The manufacture of chemical products provides a significant amount of 
employment in Knowsley, accounting for close to 500 jobs and having a Location 
Quotient of 8.3. Within this sector, manufacture of photographic chemical 

material has a LQ of 12.9.    

• More than 300 people are employed in copper production, largely attributable to 
the Copper Cable Company based in Prescot.  This sector is 46 times more 
concentrated in the Borough than it is nationally.  

• Manufacture of veneer sheets; plywood, laminboard, particle board, 
fibreboard and other panels and boards is not a large sector in terms of 
employment, providing just over 200 jobs, but with an LQ of 19.3, this represents a 
clear specialism for the Borough.  Companies such as SONAE operate in this sphere 
of manufacturing.  

Wholesale and retail trade 

4.10 While over 5,500 people are employed in retail in Knowsley, the concentration of retail jobs 

generally is slightly below the national average with an LQ of only 0.9.  However, within this 

broad sector, some specific concentrations stand out:  

• Employment is particularly concentrated in the non-store retailing sub-sector, 
which employs over 1,500 people and has a location quotient of 9. The majority of 
this employment is within the Retail sale via mail order house, which has a 
concentration of over 14 times the national average.  Much of this employment is 
likely to be accounted for by QVC based at Knowsley Industrial Park and companies 
such as Ethel Austin.  

• In wholesaling, a concentration exists in the wholesale of food beverages and 
tobacco sector, which employs more than 500 people and has a location quotient of 
1.3.  Around 750 people are employed in the wholesale of non-agricultural 
intermediate products, waste and scrap sector, which has an LQ of 1.6. Within 
this sector, the wholesale of solid, liquid and gaseous fuels and related 
products, is a particular specialisation, with an LQ of 11.7.  

Services 

4.11 The Borough has a solid platform of employment in service industries.  Significant 

concentrations include:  

• Activities auxiliary to financial intermediation, except insurance and 

pension – This sector has a location quotient of 2.4 and employs more than 700 
people.  Companies such as Vertex account for a high proportion of this employment.    
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• Printing and service activities related to printing – With an LQ of 2.1 and over 
700 employed in the industry, this sector is clearly important to the local labour 
market.   

• Industrial cleaning – Around 1600 people are employed in this sector and with an 
LQ of 1.7 it is 70% more concentrated in the Borough’s economy than that of the UK 
as a whole.  

Public Services 

4.12 Public services account for a large proportion of the Borough’s employment, with Health and 

Social work, Education and public administration and defence accounting for over 17,000 

jobs.  This represents around 32% of total employment.  Within this broad category there are 

particular concentrations which should be highlighted:   

• Around 17% of employment is accounted for by the Health and Social Work 
sector, which provides more than 9,000 jobs and is 1.4 times as concentrated than 
nationally. Within this sector, the majority of jobs are in Human Health activities, 
which alone accounts for around 11% of all employment in the Borough.    

• Social work activities employ over 3,000 people in the Borough and account for 6.1% 
of employment.  Within this sector, employment is particularly concentrated in the 
social work activities with accommodation sub-sector.   

• Broadly speaking, the importance of education related jobs to the local labour 
market is consistent with its role in national employment.  However, there appears to 
be a concentration of jobs in adult and other education which has an LQ of 1.5.    

Land Transport 

4.13 More than 1,300 people are employed in land transport, representing 2.4% of employment 

in the Borough. The majority these jobs (c. 900) are found in freight transport by road, 

where employment is 1.6 times as concentrated as it is nationally.  

Building Installation 

4.14 Reflecting the strength of the construction sector in the Borough, more than 1,100 people are 

employed in building installation and, with an LQ of 1.7, it is 70% more important as a 

source of jobs than the national average. The installation of electrical wiring and 

fittings sub sector provides close to 600 jobs and has an LQ of 1.7.    

Other Key Employment Sectors 

4.15 Table 4-5 highlights the sectors in the Borough which provide a source of large numbers of 

jobs in the Borough, but which have a location quotient of less than 1.2 and as such, do not 

represent a particular specialism for the area. They incude:  

• Retail in non specialised stores accounts for over 2,000 jobs, almost 4% of total 
employment.  In addition, retail in specialised stores accounts for an additional 1,000 
of jobs.  

• Building of complete or part of constructions accounts for over 1,000 jobs.   

• Primary and secondary education combined account for almost 3,700 of  jobs, 
just under 7% of the total.   

• Administration of the State and the economic and social policy of the 

community accounts for almost 2,000 jobs in the Borough, while the provision of 
services to the community as a whole accounts for almost 7,000.  

• Miscellaneous business activities not elsewhere classified provide around 
1,100 jobs.  This sector includes call centre activities, which are four times more 
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important to the Borough’s economy as a source of employment than they are 
nationally. 

Table 4-5: Other Key Employment Sectors in Knowsley Borough, 2005 

Industry Employment 

2005 

Knowsley LQ 

vs. GB 2005 

% of total 

employment 

801: Primary education 2,280 1.1 4.2% 

521: Retail sale in non specialised stores 2,140 0.8 3.9% 

751 : Public admin, econ and social policy 1,990 1.1 3.6% 

802: Secondary education 1,420 1.0 2.6% 

748 : Miscellaneous business activities  1,190 1.2 2.2% 

524 : Other retail sale in specialised stores 1,090 0.4 2.0% 

452 : Civil engineering 1,040 0.8 1.9% 

803: Higher education 930 0.8 1.7% 

651: Monetary intermediation 920 0.9 1.7% 

554: Bars 760 0.7 1.4% 

745 : Labour recruitment and provision  730 0.5 1.3% 

752 : Provision of community services 700 0.7 1.3% 

930: Other service activities 640 1.0 1.2% 

553: Restaurants 580 0.4 1.1% 

741: Professional services 400 0.2 0.7% 

642: Telecommunication activities 380 0.8 0.7% 

522 : Retail of food, drink  and tobacco  380 1.0 0.7% 

913: Activities of other membership orgs. 360 1.0 0.7% 

514: Wholesale of household goods 370 0.7 0.7% 

501: Sale of motor vehicles 350 0.7 0.6% 

641: Post and courier activities 350 0.6 0.6% 

926: Sporting activities 340 0.6 0.6% 

551: Hotels 300 0.5 0.6% 

746 : Investigation and security activities 300 0.9 0.6% 

158: Manufacture of food products 280 0.9 0.5% 

252: Manufacture of plastic products 280 0.8 0.5% 

454: Building completion 280 0.7 0.5% 

523 : Pharmaceutical and medical retail 250 1.1 0.5% 

927: Other recreational activities 250 0.9 0.5% 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

 

Recent Employment Trends  

4.16 Table 4-6 shows the change in employment for Knowsley Borough and the comparator areas 

between 1998 and 2005.  Over this period, the overall number of people employed increased 

by 32% to just over 54,500. This was the largest increase on Merseyside and outstripped 

Liverpool’s employment growth by a substantial 20 percentage points. This growth also 

considerably exceeded national and regional employment growth of 9% and 7% respectively.  

Whilst the Borough did start from a relatively low baseline position of 41,500 in 1998, an 

increase of over 13,000 jobs over a 7 year period represents a very positive change and a 

platform from which the Borough can look to secure further growth.  
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Table 4-6: Change in employment in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 1998 - 

2005 

 1998 

Employees 

2005 

Employees 

1998 – 2005 

% change 

Great Britain 24,144,260 26,338,090 9% 

North West 2,772,390 2,968,870 7% 

Merseyside 495,580 539,140 9% 

Knowsley 41,490 54,580 32% 

Liverpool 202,120 226,150 12% 

Sefton 93,600 101,420 8% 

St Helens 54,580 59,790 10% 

Wirral 103,810 97,210 -6% 

Halton 54,810 54,710 -0.2% 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

 

4.17 The information in Figure 4-2 indicates that the rate of growth in employment in the Borough 

has not been steady, with the majority of growth occurring between 1999 and 2000 when a 

16% increase was recorded. Since then, the rate of employment growth has slowed, with 

decreases in employment in the Borough in 2003 and 2005.  

4.18 This data also indicates that, between 1998 and 2005, the growth of part time employment in 

the Borough increased much more rapidly than full time employment. With the exception of 

2004, when a 4% decrease was recorded, part time employment in the Borough has grown 

year on year.   However, following from the pattern for full time employment, the lion’s share 

of this increase occurred between 1999 and 2000.  
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Figure 4-2: Change in employment in Knowsley Borough (Indexed: 1998 = 100) 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

Growth Sectors  

4.19 Table 4-7 shows the key growth sectors in Knowsley Borough between 1998 and 2005.  

Particularly significant growth has occurred in a number of key sectors:  

• Public Services – An additional 6,900 jobs were generated in education, health and 
social work, broken down as follows:  

� Employment in human health activities increased by 309%.  

� Social work activities increased by 66% (an increase of 1,320 jobs). 

� Employment in secondary education grew by more than 700.  

• Manufacturing – Whilst employment in manufacturing as a whole decreased by 
17% between 1998 and 2005, certain sub-sectors have shown significant increases in 
employment.  Certain sectors, such as the manufacture of parts and accessories for 
motor vehicles and their engines, veneer sheets and laminboard have seen 
particularly strong growths.    

• Retail - Almost 20% of Knowsley’s increase in employment between 1998 and 2005 
can be attributed to the employment growth in the Retail sector.  

� The largest increase was in non-specialised stores with food beverage 

and tobacco predominating, where close to 900 additional jobs were 

created, an increase of 94%.  

� Another notable increase was in the Retail Sale of not in stores category. 

This sector includes Retail sale via mail order houses which generated an 

additional 1,600 between 1998 and 2005.  QVC’s expansion accounted for 

the majority of this growth.   
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• Services – It is encouraging that Knowsley has been successful in creating 
employment in service industries.  Significant employment growth has occurred in the 
following sub-sectors:   

� Monetary intermediation, where the addition of more than 700 jobs 

increased employment by over 350%; 

� Activities auxiliary to financial intermediation, except insurance and 

pension jobs funding grew from a negligible figure in 1998 to over 700 in 

2005; 

� Labour recruitment and provision of personnel in which more than 500  

new jobs were created, an increase of 263%; 

� Printing and services related to printing expanded by nearly 500 jobs 

between 1998 and 2005, an increase of 204%. 

Table 4-7: Key growth sectors in Knowsley Borough, 1998-2005 

Industry Change in 

employment 
1998-2005 

% change 

1998-2005 

671 : Activities auxiliary to financial intermediation, except 
insurance and pension funding 

720 11,933% 

642 : Telecommunications 370 4,089% 

343 : Manufacture of parts and accessories for motor vehicles and 
their engines 

380 2,553% 

526 : Retail sale of not in stores 1,560 1,516% 

748 : Miscellaneous business activities not elsewhere classified 940 373% 

651 : Monetary intermediation 710 352% 

804 : Adult and other education 590 337% 

747 : Industrial cleaning 1,210 323% 

851 : Human health activities 4,460 309% 

745 : Labour recruitment and provision of personnel 530 263% 

222 : Printing and services activities related to printing 470 204% 

453: Building installation 690 162% 

930 : Other service activities 350 121% 

702 : Letting of own property 380 121% 

802 : Secondary Education 730 105% 

521 : Retail sale in non-specialised stores 1,000 89% 

853 : Social work activities 1,320 66% 

515: Wholesale of non-agricultural intermediate products, waste 
and scrap 

290 64% 

803 : Higher education 360 63% 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

 

Employment Losses 

4.20 Table 4-8 lists those sectors that saw the largest falls in employment between 1998 and 

2005. Employment losses in this period were dominated by the manufacturing sector, where 

overall employment declined by 17%, a net fall of over 2,500 jobs. This reflects a pattern 

which has been experienced in many parts of the UK as manufacturing companies have 



Knowsley MBC: Core Evidence Base  

Ref: A-00352  

Page 27 

reduced employment to streamline operations and outsourced production in the face of stiff 

competition from China, Eastern Europe and other locations. The sectors in Knowsley that 

have been most badly affected by this include:  

• Manufacture of basic chemicals which showed a net reduction of around 44%; 

• Manufacture of plastic products which saw a contraction of 50% or 2800 jobs;  

• Manufacture of basic precious and other non-ferrous metals in which the 
continued loss of jobs can be attributed to the reduction of employment in the 
manufacture of copper;  

• Manufacture of other general purpose machinery, particularly the manufacture 
of lifting and handling machinery which experienced a fall of close to 300 jobs;  

• Manufacture of insulated wire and cable which saw a fall of around 230 jobs, a 
reduction of over 50%; 

• Manufacture of instruments and appliances for measuring, checking, testing, 
navigating and other purposes which lost around 300 jobs, a 35% contraction; 

• Manufacture of motor vehicles remains a key sector for the Borough, but over 
2,000 jobs were lost between 1998-2005, a 47% reduction. 
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Table 4-8: Sectors experiencing losses of employment in Knowsley Borough 1998-2005 

Industry Change in 

employment 

1998-2005 

% change 

1998-2005 

341 : Manufacture of motor vehicles -2,190 -47% 

452 : Building of complete construction or parts thereof; civil 
engineering 

-1,010 -49% 

555: Canteens and catering -540 -71% 

522 : Retail sale of food, beverages and tobacco in specialised 
stores 

-440 -54% 

554: Bars -390 -34% 

332 : Manufacture of instruments and appliances for measuring, 
checking, testing, navigating and other purposes, except industrial 
process control equipment 

-320 -38% 

513 : Wholesale of food, beverages and tobacco -320 -39% 

752 : Provision of services to the community as a whole -290 -29% 

252: Manufacture of plastic products -280 -51% 

274: Manufacture of basic precious and other non-ferrous metals -280 -48% 

313 : Manufacture of insulated wire and cable -230 -51% 

241: Manufacture of basic chemicals -190 -44% 

292 : Manufacture of other general purpose machinery -190 -40% 

551 : Hotels -180 -37% 

502 : Maintenance and repair of motor vehicles -80 -28% 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

 

4.21 In addition to significant losses in the manufacturing sector, other sectors saw considerable 

employment loss between 1998 and 2005. These included:  

• Building and civil engineering – Employment in this sector reduced by almost 
half, a loss of just over 1,000 jobs; 

• Canteens and catering – A fall of more than 500 jobs, a 71% reduction; 

• Retail sale of food, beverages and tobacco in specialised stores –  Employment 
reduced by over half.   

• Bars – Close to 400 job losses, a 34% reduction; 

• Wholesale of food, beverages and tobacco – A 39% reduction in employment, 
representing just over 300 jobs; 

• Provision of services to the community as a whole – Fell by 29%, around 300 
jobs.   
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Enterprise and Business Start-ups 

4.22 Knowsley MBC and its partners made it a priority in recent years to promote enterprise in the 

Borough.  A number of initiatives now operate to encourage the development and growth of 

commercial and social enterprises, while the 2006 Enterprise and Business Start Up Strategy 

will guide future activity and the allocation of resources.  The Borough is starting from a low 

baseline position and the efforts that are made on this front will play a key part in 

determining the future vitality of the local economy.  

Figure 4-3: Business Density, 2005 

 

 

Source: BETA model and VAT registration data. © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of 
the controller of HMSO 

4.23 The chart above shows the business densities for Knowsley Borough and its comparator 

areas. The BETA model data provides a more complete estimation of business density than 

VAT registration statistics alone as it is compiled in such as way as to include small 

businesses which may be trading below the VAT threshold and therefore not included in VAT 

registered business stocks. The data indicates that in 20053, the size of Knowsley’s business 

base relative to its working age population lagged considerably behind that of the UK, North 

West and Merseyside, on both measures. With a current business density of 339 businesses 

per 10,000 working aged residents and a VAT registered business density of 193 per 10,000 

working aged residents. The UK VAT registered figure is nearly two and a half times this, at 

480 per 10,000 WAP. Similarly, North West’s VAT registered business base is more than twice 

the size of Knowsley Borough’s when compared to the region’s working age population, and 

                                                
3 BETA model data is available for 2007, however the most up to data VAT registered business stocks data is for 
2005. To allow comparison between these two datasets, 2005 BETA model statistics have been used unless 
otherwise stated.   
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Merseyside has 79 more VAT registered businesses per 10,000 of its total working age 

population.4 However, comparison with the national and regional rates are somewhat 

misleading since both areas contain large areas with very low population densities which 

tends to significantly inflate the business density figures.   

4.24 The difference between these measures can be used to indicate the size of the business base 

which is trading below the VAT threshold in an area. In Knowsley, there are 121 such 

businesses per 10,000 working age residents, a much lower small business density than on 

Merseyside (179), the North West (171) or the UK (140).  

Table 4-9: Change in Business Density 1999-2007 

 Business Density Absolute 
change 1999 

- 2007 

% change 
1999 – 

2007 
  

1999 

 

2007 

UK 507 645 138 27% 

North West 473 585 112 24% 

Merseyside 380 471 91 24% 

Knowsley 243 339 96 39% 

Liverpool 411 456 45 11% 

Sefton 426 530 104 24% 

St Helens 342 458 116 34% 

Wirral 381 513 133 35% 

Halton 334 465 131 39% 

Source: BETA model 

4.25 Knowsley Borough’s low business density is a reflection of the Borough’s comparatively weak 

enterprise performance. However, it is important to recognise the significant increase in the 

Borough’s business density between 2000 and 2005. The 7.2% increase in VAT registered 

businesses (representing growth of 20 VAT registered businesses per 10,000 of the working 

age population) was more than double the increase over the same period in Great Britain 

(3.4%) and is considerably higher than the regional increase of 4.5% for the same period. It 

is important to note however, that this relatively large increase has come from a very low 

baseline of 280 businesses per 10,000 working age population. 

4.26 BETA model data, which is available for 2007, indicates that an increase of 39% in the 

Borough’s business density occurred since 1999, outstripping the Merseyside and North West 

increases by 15 percentage points and being significantly larger than the UK increase of 27% 

in the same period. The much larger growth rate of Knowsley’s business base than nationally 

or regionally provides an indication that the enterprise gap between Knowsley and its sub 

region and the North West as a whole is beginning to close, however, while the direction of 

travel is positive there is a long way to go. An additional 2,927 businesses are required in 

Knowsley for its business density to equal that found nationally. For Knowsley’s performance 

to equal that of Merseyside, which as a sub region performs badly in comparison to the North 

West, an additional 1,250 businesses would be required.   

                                                
4 Values for Business Density that have been calculated using ABI data tend to be higher that those which use 
VAT registered business stock data. This occurs because ABI data  includes non VAT registered businesses that 
are PAYE registered, and therefore counts very small businesses with an annual turnover of less than £56,000, 
whereas VAT registered stocks data does not. 



Knowsley MBC: Core Evidence Base  

Ref: A-00352  

Page 31 

 

Table 4-10: Change in VAT registered Business Density for Knowsley Borough and 
Comparator areas, 2000-2005 

 2000 

Businesses per 
10,000 WAP 

2005 

Businesses per 
10,000 WAP 

2000-2005 

Absolute 
change in 

business 
density 

 

2000-2005 

% change in 
business 

density 

Great Britain 580 600 20 3.4% 

North West 520 540 30 4.5% 

Merseyside 430 420 -10 -1.9% 

Knowsley 280 300 20 7.2% 

Liverpool 420 430 5 1.3% 

St Helens 370 400 21 5.5% 

Sefton 580 480 -106** -18.2%** 

Wirral 400 430 27 6.8% 

Halton 390 430 36 9.2% 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

** The data for Sefton appear as to be an outlier and need further verification.   

 

Business start up rates  

4.27 Knowsley Borough faces a considerable task if it is to raise levels of self-employment to the 

national average.  A significantly lower proportion of those in employment in Knowsley are 

self employed (9%) than is the case nationally (13%) or regionally (12%). Across 

Merseyside, the average is 10% and Knowsley Borough has the second lowest level of self-

employment of the Greater Merseyside local authority areas.   
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Figure 4-4: VAT registrations, de-registrations and stocks at end of year for Knowsley 
Borough and Comparator Areas, 2005 

 

Source: VAT registrations and de-registrations, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © 
Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

4.28 The chart in Figure 4-4 shows that in 2005, there were 22 VAT registrations in the Borough 

per 10,000 of the working age population, a business start-up rate that is significantly lower 

than in the North West (39) and less than half that of the UK (45).  An additional 233 VAT 

registrations per year would be required in the Borough to raise its business start up rate, as 

measured by VAT registrations, to the UK average, underlining the scale of the challenge that 

Knowsley MBC and its partners face.   

4.29 BETA model data also indicates that Knowsley’s business start up rate lags considerably 

behind the national, regional and sub regional start up rates even when businesses trading 

below the VAT threshold are included, with a start up rate of 46 businesses per 10,000 

population compared to 74 nationally and 68 regionally.  In fact, the difference between 

Knowsley’s start up rate and that occurring nationally appears larger when measured using 

BETA model data than when VAT registration figures are used. This implies that the non-VAT 

registered business density in Knowsley Borough lags more severely behind the national 

figure than the VAT registered business density. On a more positive note however, the last 6 

years has seen an impressive 76% increase in the Borough’s business density, outstripping 

the national and regional increases of 42% and 46% and being the largest increase on 

Merseyside by far.  
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Table 4-11: Business Start up Rate 

 Number of 

Starts 2001 

Starts per 

10,000 WAP 

2001 

Number of 

starts 2007 

Starts per 

10,000 

WAP 2007 

% Change 

2001/2007 

UK 202,717 54 287,097 74 42% 

North West 21,110 48 30,727 68 46% 

Merseyside 3,480 40 4,912 55 41% 

Knowsley 255 26 448 46 76% 

Liverpool 1,220 42 1,699 55 39% 

Sefton 846 48 941 53 11% 

St Helens 420 37 680 59 62% 

Wirral 739 37 1145 58 55% 

Source: BETA model 

4.30 In addition to the positive and sizable change in business density indicated by BETA model 

data, survival rates in the Borough compare very well to those of its comparator areas, with 

survival rates at 1, 3 and 6 years exceeding those which occur nationally, regionally and sub 

regionally.  

Table 4-12: Business Survival Rates 2001 – 2006 

 1 year survival Rate 

2006 

3 year survival rate 

2004 

6 year survival rate 

2001 

UK 86% 66% 49% 

North West 86% 64% 49% 

Merseyside 88% 65% 48% 

Knowsley 87% 68% 50% 

Liverpool 87% 64% 45% 

Sefton 88% 67% 51% 

St Helens 89% 64% 50% 

Wirral 88% 65% 48% 

Source: BETA model 

Employment forecasts 

4.31 Figure 4-5 shows the sectors of Borough’s economy which are expected to grow significantly 

in the next 15 years. Only those which have a forecasted growth of more than 200 jobs or 

more than 10% are shown. A high level of growth (37% overall) is expected in higher value 

business services:  

• Employment in Banking and Insurance is expected to increase by 134% by 2020, 
taking employment in this sector up to close to 3,500 jobs and increasing this sector’s 
share in the Borough’s total employment from 2.4% to 5.6% 

• Employment in other financial and business services is projected to increase by 
19%.  This sector includes real estate activities, renting of machinery and equipment 
and computer related activities.  

• Employment in the business services sector will increase by 14%, an addition of 
close to 700 jobs, increasing its overall share of employment to just under 10%. 

4.32 In addition to the growth in higher value services, a large number of additional jobs are 

expected in the Health sector, with a 28% increase forecast by 2020, bringing the number of 
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people employed in health related activities up to 11,170 and increasing this sector’s share of 

employment from 15% in 2005 to 19% in 2020.  

4.33 Growth is also expected in the following sectors;  

• Retailing: A 4% increase in employment in this sector; 

• Transport: Employment in this sector is expected to increase by 15%; 

• Other services: Over 350 jobs will be created in this sector, an increase of 15%. 

Figure 4-5: Employment forecasts for Knowsley Borough – Growth Sectors 

 

Source: Experian Business Strategies Ltd © 

4.34 Figure 4-5 shows the sectors of Knowsley’s economy which are projected to shrink between 

2005 and 2020. These are sectors where losses are expected to exceed 200 jobs. Many of 

the job losses are concentrated in industries which are a more traditional component of the 

Borough’s economy, particularly in manufacturing, where an overall loss of more than 3,000 

jobs is forecast between 2002 and 2015, representing a 26% decline in employment.   

• Transport equipment: This sector includes the manufacture of motor vehicles, a 
sector which is currently of great importance to employment in Knowsley, with 
Jaguar’s factory being located in Halewood.  A 42% fall in employment is projected.    

• The manufacture of food, drink and tobacco is expected to undergo a 77% loss of 
employment by 2020, reducing this sector’s share of employment from 2% in 2005 to 
0.4% by 2020.  

• Employment in the manufacture of chemicals and chemical products will decrease 
by 27%. 

• Manufacture of machinery and equipment not elsewhere specified is expected to 
fall by 21%.  However, the sector is expected to remain a significant feature of the 
economy, still accounting for almost 3% of the Borough’s employment (but falling 
from 3.7 in 2005).   
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4.35 An 8% increase in the overall employment in public services is forecast between 2005 and 

2015, however there are two sectors within this where employment is set to contract;  

• It is predicted that the public administration and defence sector will lose 10% of 
employment between 2002-2020, reducing this sector’s share of Knowsley’s total 
employment to 4.5%.  

• A 15% loss of employment in the education sector is forecast by 2020.  This will  
reduce the sector’s share of employment in Knowsley Borough from 9% in 2005 to 
7%.   

4.36 In addition to large losses to Knowsley’s manufacturing and public services employment base, 

the employment forecasts projects significant losses in the following sectors  

• The construction sector is expected to experience a loss of almost 10% of jobs.  
However it will retain its large size and this sector’s share of overall employment will 
only decrease modestly.  

• In the hotels and catering sector, a 31% reduction in employment is expected.   

Sub Area Analysis 

4.37 Analysis of the characteristics of the Borough’s six sub-areas highlights a number of 

significant differences between them, relating to employment and the business base.  The 

key points to note from Table 4-6 are:   

• Employment generated in Knowsley is heavily concentrated in sub areas in which 
Knowsley’s business and industrial parks are located. Two sub areas in particular 
stand out as having high concentrations of employment - Prescot, Whiston Cronton 
and Knowsley Village and South Kirkby. Around 35% of total employment is located 
in the Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village sub area which contains 
Prescot Business Park, Huyton Business Park and Knowsley Industrial and Business 
Parks.  

• More than 16,700 people are employed in the South Kirkby sub area representing 
31% of the Borough’s total employment. This sub-area is the location of Knowsley 
Industrial and Business Park in this sub area.   

• These two areas have the highest business densities at 573 businesses per 10,000 
WAP in South Kirkby and 395 businesses per 10,000 WAP in Prescot, Whiston, 
Cronton and Knowsley Village.  

• Interestingly, the size of businesses in these areas tends to be larger than in other 
parts of the Borough. There is an average of 26 employees per business in Prescot, 
Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village and an average of 20 employees per business 
in South Kirkby. 

• By contrast in the other sub areas such as North Kirkby (2.1% of Knowsley’s total 
employment) businesses tend to be smaller, employing an average of 9 people per 
business.
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Table 4-13: Key Statistics for Knowsley Borough Sub Areas: Economy and Employment 

  North Kirkby South 

Huyton 

Halewood North 

Huyton 

Prescot, 

Whiston, 
Cronton and 

Knowsley 
Village 

South Kirkby Knowsley 

Employment Total Number of jobs 1,152 8,824 6,160 2,706 19,011 16,724 54,577 

% of Knowsley’s jobs 2.1% 16.2% 11.3% 5.0% 34.8% 30.6% 100% 

Business Base Total number of businesses 131 625 359 221 735 843 2,914 

% of Knowsley’s businesses 4.5% 21.4% 12.3% 7.6% 25.2% 28.9% 100% 

Business density per 10,000 
WAP 

124 360 253 133 395 573 300 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry, National Statistics (from Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   
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5. Economic Activity and Inactivity  

Key Points 

• Around 73% of the Borough’s working age population of 89,000 are economically 
active.  This is 3 percentage points behind the North West and 5 percentage points 
behind the UK. 

• If the economic activity rate were to match the regional and national rates, an 
additional 8,500 people would need to become economically active.   

• Self-employment (8.2% of the population) is more than 3 percentage points lower than 
the UK rate, and lower than the North West and Merseyside rates by 1-2 percentage 
points.   

• The proportion of the working age population who are on long term sickness benefits is 
28%, 12 percentage points higher than the national rate and 7 percentage points 
higher than the regional rate.  Incapacity benefit or Severe Disablement Allowance is 
claimed by 13.4% of the working age population. 

• The JSA claimant rate of 4.3% of the Borough’s working age population is the highest 
on Merseyside and 2 percentage points ahead of both the national and regional figures.  

• Income Support claimants stand at 12.4% of the working age population, 3 percentage 
points above the Merseyside rate and 7 percentage points above the national average.  

• The data suggest that since 1999 there was a 7 percentage point decrease in the 
number of income support claimants over and above that brought about by the 
introduction of Child Tax Credits in 2003. 

• In the same period, there was a 17% reduction in the number of people claiming 
IB/SDA. 

• Rates of economic activity are particularly low in North Huyton, where just 56% of the 
area’s working age population is economically active and a large proportion of these 
(17%) are unemployed.  The rates of economic activity in South Kirkby (61%) and 
North Kirkby (62%) are also well below the Knowsley Borough average.   

5.1 Of a total working age population of 89,000 in Knowsley, 65,000 (73%) are economically 

active, defined as those who are in work, self-employed or are seeking work (but are 

currently unemployed).  While the proportion of Knowsley’s working age population who are 

economically active is similar to that of Merseyside (72.7%) the Borough underperforms 

relative to the North West (76.7%) and the UK as a whole, where over 78% of the working 

age population are economically active. If the Borough’s economic activity rate were to match 

that of the North West and UK, an additional 8,500 residents would need to become 

economically active.   

5.2 Figure 5-1 shows the proportions of Knowsley’s economically active population who are 

employees, self employed and unemployed.  The key points from the analysis are:  

• The proportion of the economically active population who are employees (82.6%) is 
comparable to the national figure of 82.1%, but is lower than the rate for Merseyside 
(83.1%) and the North West (83.5%).  

• The proportion of Knowsley’s working age population who are self employed is 8.2%, 
more than 3 percentage points lower than for the UK as a whole and lower than the 
Merseyside and North West figures of 9.6% and 10.7% respectively.  

• The apparent mismatch between these two sets of figures is accounted for in the 
proportion of Knowsley’s economically active population who are unemployed; at 
8.3% this accounts for a much larger proportion than nationally (5.5%) and 
regionally (5.4%) and is 1.3 percentage points higher than the Merseyside figure.   
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Figure 5-1: Economic Activity and Inactivity in Knowsley Borough, 2006 

 

Source: Annual Population Survey (Jan 2006 – Dec 2006) and Census of Population, 2001, National Statistics (from 
Nomis Website: www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the 
controller of HMSO.   

Note: Annual Population Survey (APS) provides insufficient breakdown of economic inactivity, ratios from the 2001 
Census have been applied to 2005 APS data 

5.3 The rate of economic inactivity in the Borough’s working age population (27%) is broadly 

comparable to the rate on Merseyside (27.3%) but is significantly higher than nationally 

(21.6%) and regionally (23.3%). The breakdown of the economically inactive population in 

Knowsley Borough is also detailed in Figure 5-1 above.  The key points to note are:   

• The proportion of Knowsley’s economically inactive population who are long-term sick 
(28%) is significantly higher than the national (16%) and regional (21%) rates.  

• At only 10% of those defined as economically inactive, the low student population 
probably reflects the absence of HE institutions and comparatively low educational 
attainment levels in the Borough.   

• Residents who have taken early retirement (32%) are underrepresented compared to 
the Merseyside (36%) national (41%) and regional (40%) averages.   

5.4 Figure 5-1 indicates that the split between full time and part time employees in Knowsley 

Borough is broadly in line with the national breakdown, with 29% working part time and 71% 

full time. However when compared to the Merseyside and North West figures, part time 

working represents a slightly higher proportion, with only 27% of Merseyside employees and 

28% of North West employees working part time. 
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5.5 Three issues stand out in data on the number of hours worked by the Borough’s residents:   

• In the full time workforce, the majority of people (c. 53%) work between 35-44 
hours.  This is more than 8 percentage points higher than the national figure and 4 
percentage points higher than the regional figure, and might be partly attributable to 
the higher proportion of employment in large manufacturing businesses and the 
public sector where hours are perhaps more strictly regulated by shifts etc.   

• At just over 17.5% the proportion of the Borough’s workforce who work more than 
45 hours per week is considerably lower than than nationally (26%) or regionally 
(22%).  Again, this might be attributable to differences in the business base and a 
higher number of employers operating regulated hours.   

• A smaller proportion of the part time workforce (2.1%) work fewer than 10 hours per 
week than nationally (3.6%).   

Figure 5-2: Hours worked in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 2006 

 

Source: Annual Population Survey, National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). Crown copyright 
material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Benefit claimants 

5.6 Concerted action is being undertaken across Knowsley Borough and the wider Merseyside 

area to address the issue of the high numbers of residents in receipt of benefits of various 

types.  A downward trend since the late 1990s is clear in the data, suggesting that this 

activity together with the strong performance of the UK economy are generating positive 

change.   
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5.7 As Table 5-1 indicates, claimant rates for the three main working age benefits - Job Seekers 

Allowance (JSA), Incapacity Benefit/Severe Disablement Allowance (IB/SDA) and Income 

Support (IS) are higher in Knowsley than the national, regional and Merseyside rates: 

• The JSA claimant rate of 4.3% of the Borough’s working age population is the highest 
on Merseyside and 2 percentage points ahead of both the national and regional 
figures.  

• Incapacity benefit/Severe disablement allowance is claimed by 13.4% of the working 
age population. This is 2 percentage points higher than the Merseyside average and 
more than double the national figure of 6.5%.  

• Income Support claimants stand at 12.4% of the working age population, 3 
percentage points above the Merseyside rate and 7 percentage points above the 
national average.  

Table 5-1: Working age benefit claimants in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 
February 2007 

Area JSA claimants 

(% of working age 
population) 

IB / SDA Claimants 

(% of working age 
population) 

IS claimants 

(% of working age 
population) 

England 2.4% 6.5% 5.4% 

North West 2.7% 9.2% 6.8% 

Merseyside 3.9% 11.2% 9.4% 

Knowsley 4.3% 13.4% 12.4% 

Liverpool 5.0% 12.6% 11.6% 

Sefton 3.0% 9.2% 6.8% 

St Helens 2.9% 11.0% 7.5% 

Wirral  3.5% 10.0% 8.1% 

Halton 3.2% 11.1% 8.2% 

Source: Benefit Claimants.  National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). © Crown copyright 
material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

 

5.8 While IB/SDA claimants account for a larger proportion of Knowsley’s working age population 

than nationally and regionally, the breakdown by benefit type is broadly similar, with the 

majority of claimants receiving long-term IB (see Table 5-2).   



Knowsley MBC: Core Evidence Base  

Ref: A-00352  

Page 41 

 

Table 5-2: Breakdown of IB/SDA claimants for Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 
February 2007 

 IB/SDA 

claimants 

IB Short 

term (%) 

IB long 

term (%) 

IB credits 

(%) 

SDA (%) 

England 2,180,870 7% 45% 38% 10% 

North West 414,350 6% 48% 37% 9% 

Merseyside 100,640 6% 45% 40% 10% 

Knowsley 13,020 6% 43% 41% 10% 

Liverpool 38,770 5% 41% 45% 9% 

Sefton 16,300 6% 53% 35% 11% 

St Helens 12,710 7% 48% 30% 9% 

Wirral 19,830 6% 47% 37% 10% 

Halton 8,810 7% 52% 31% 11% 

Source: Benefit Claimants.  National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). © Crown copyright 
material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

5.9 Figure 5-3 shows that more than 60% of all IB/SDA claimants have been receiving the benefit 

for more than 5 years. This figure is somewhat higher than the rates for England (55%) and 

the North West (57%) and suggests that the Borough faces particular challenges in assisting 

long standing claimants back into employment, training or other economic activity.   

Figure 5-3: Duration of IB/SDA claims in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 

 

Source: Benefit Claimants.  National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). © Crown copyright 
material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

5.10 It is important to reflect on the marked downward trend in benefit claimant rates in Knowsley 

Borough.  Across the three main categories of working age benefit, there has been an overall 

downward trend since 1999, clearly illustrated in Figure 5-4. There was a 29% reduction in 

the number of JSA claimants between 1999 and 2006, a fall of over 1,700 people. In the 

same period, there was a 17% reduction in the number of people claiming IB/SDA.  The 

decrease in IS claimants is perhaps the most striking at 45% (or 9,960 people) in the same 

period.  Data from the Department for Work and Pensions suggest that Knowsley Borough 
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has performed better than Great Britain as a whole, where the number of JSA claimants has 

risen after reaching a low in 2004 and numbers claiming IB/SDA have fallen back to c. 1999 

levels after reaching a high in 2003.   

5.11 However, as Figure 5-4 also shows, the majority of this decrease occurred in 2003, where 

there was a sharp decline of 8,150 claimants. This can be accounted for by the introduction 

of Child Tax Credits in April 2003, which clearly contributed to the sharp decrease in IS 

claimants that year. Nevertheless, if the 2003 fall is extracted from the overall drop in IS 

claimants between 1999 and 2006, this still leaves an IS claimant reduction of 1,450 people, 

indicating that a 7% decrease over and above that brought about by the introduction of Child 

Tax Credits in 2003 occurred.  
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Figure 5-4: Benefit Claimants in Knowsley Borough 

 

Source: Benefit Claimants.  National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). © Crown copyright 
material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Sub Area Analysis  

5.12 The data highlights marked differences among the Borough’s sub-areas in economic activity 

and inactivity rates, and these are summarised in Table 5-3. The key points to note are:  

• In North Huyton, just 56% of the area’s working age population is economically 
active and a large proportion of these (17%) are unemployed.  The rate of economic 
activity in South Kirkby (61%) and North Kirkby (62%) is also well below the 
Knowsley average.   

• Rates of economic activity in Halewood (75%) and South Huyton (73%) are above 
the Borough average but are still very low in comparison to the national and regional 
rates.  

• Analysis at the sub area level indicates that benefit claimant rates are very high in 
comparison to the national average for all of Knowsley’s sub areas. Sub areas in 
which there are higher concentrations of benefit claimants, correspond to those 
where economic activity rates are low. 

• North Huyton in particular exhibits a particular concentration of benefit claimants 
across the three main working age benefits. 7% of the working age population in this 
Borough claim JSA, a much higher proportion than for Knowsley as a whole (4.3%) 
and almost three times the proportion of JSA claimants for England as a whole. 
Almost a fifth (19%) of North Huyton’s working age population claim IB/SDA  and 
low incomes in this Borough are reflected in the high IS claimant rate of 21%. 

• High benefit claimant rates are also evident in South Kirkby, particularly for IB/SDA 
and IS, where like North Huyton, almost a fifth of the population claims these 
benefits. The JSA claimant rate is also high in this sub area, with 6% of the working 
age population claiming this benefit. 
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•  It is only for JSA that the claimant rate in two of the Borough’s sub areas is 
comparable with the England average; in both South Huyton and Prescot, Whiston, 
Cronton and Knowsley village, JSA claimant rates are 3%, only slightly higher than 
the national rate.  

• These two sub areas also have the lowest proportions of IS and IB/SDA claimants, 
but in spite of being the lowest rates within Knowsley Borough they are still high in 
comparison to the England averages.  
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Table 5-3: Key Statistics for Knowsley Borough Sub Areas: Economic Activity and Inactivity 

  North Kirkby South 

Huyton 

Halewood North Huyton Prescot, 

Whiston, 
Cronton and 

Knowsley 
Village 

South 

Kirkby 

Knowsley 

Benefit 

Claimants 

JSA claimants 

(% of WAP) 

5% 3% 4% 7% 3% 6% 4% 

IS claimants 

(% of WAP) 

16% 8% 9% 21% 10% 19% 12% 

IB/SDA claimants 

(% of WAP) 

17% 11% 10% 19% 13% 19% 13% 

Economic 

Activity 

Economically Active 
(% of WAP) 

62% 73% 75% 56% 71% 61% 73% 

Employees  

(% of economically 
active) 

78% 80% 81% 74% 80% 77% 82% 

Self employed 

(% of economically 
active) 

7% 9% 8% 6% 8% 6% 8% 

Unemployed 

(% of economically 
active) 

12% 7% 8% 17% 8% 13% 8% 

Hours Worked Full time 79% 75% 77% 72% 76% 75% 71% 

Part time 21% 25% 23% 28% 24% 25% 29% 

Sources: 1. Benefit Claimants.  National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). © Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of 
HMSO.Source: 2.  Census, 2001, ethnicity data. National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk).  © Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the 
Controller of HMSO. 
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6. Travel to work and incomes 

Key Points 

• There is a daily net outflow of commuters from Knowsley Borough of around 1,000 
people.   

• Around 53,000 people travel to work in the Borough each day, with places such as 
Vauxhall, Birkenhead, Garston, Widnes, Croxteth and Bickerstaffe being the main 
sources of commuters. 

• Around 54,200 people leave the Borough each day to work elsewhere in the area.  
Speke, Knotty Ash, Fazakerley and Fairfield are among the most important destinations 
of out-commuters.   

• The proportion of Knowsley Borough’s out-commuters who are employed in lower 
skilled occupations is higher than is the case for the in-commuters.   

• The data also suggest that higher paid jobs in the Borough tend to be taken by those 
who live outside it. Over 33% of in commuters are employed as Managers or senior 
officials, in professional occupations or associate professional and technical occupations, 
compared to 28.5% of those residents who work outside the Borough.  

• Knowsley Borough’s residents have the lowest median gross weekly pay (full time only) 
of all the districts of Merseyside, and the figure is around £70 lower than the UK 
average.   

• The median gross weekly pay of those working in the Borough is £42 higher than the 
figure for those living there, underlining the point that higher paid jobs are more likely 
to be taken by in-commuters.   

Travel to work 

6.1 Patterns of commuting into and out of Knowsley Borough reflect the area’s proximity to 

Liverpool, Manchester and Warrington as well as the presence within the local authority area 

of strategically important employment sites such as Knowsley Industrial Estate, Knowsley 

Business Park and Huyton Business Park.  The analysis in this section suggests that 

substantial numbers of people are on the move each day and that this is a particularly 

important characteristic of the Borough, one which has some significant implications for the 

future. Based on the 2001 Census, Knowsley Borough’s total travel to work inflow is just over 

53,000 and the total outflow is around 54,200, representing a net outflow of a little over 

1,000 people.   

In-commuting 

6.2 The map in Figure 6-1 shows the origins of in-commuters, illustrating that the Borough’s 

workforce is drawn from a wide geographical area. This reflects the good transport links into 

the Borough and its central position in the Merseyside area.  The motorway and rail network 

allows people to commute from all of Greater Merseyside’s districts as well as from West 

Lancashire, and Cheshire. Places such as Vauxhall, Birkenhead, Garston, Widnes, Croxteth, 

Manor Park and Bickerstaffe are among the main sources of commuters. 
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Figure 6-1: Knowsley Borough travel to work inflow 

 

Source: Census, 2001, ethnicity data. National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk).  © Crown 
copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Out-commuting 

6.3 The travel to work outflow map in Figure 6-2 indicates that the largest proportion of 

Knowsley residents who travel out of the Borough for work each day commute to central and 

southern Liverpool. The Speke area which has a significant number of large employers in 

particular is an important destination for a large number of commuters from Knowsley.  This 

area borders the Halewood sub area and is also the location of Liverpool John Lennon Airport 

and the Jaguar factory.  Knotty Ash, Fazakerley and Fairfield are also among the most 

important destinations of out-commuters.   
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Figure 6-2: Knowsley Borough travel to work outflow 

 

Source: Census, 2001, ethnicity data. National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk).  © Crown 
copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Occupational profile of commuters 

6.4 The occupational profiles of commuters is set out in Table 6-1and reveals a number of 

important differences between those who live in the Borough but commute to work outside it, 

and those who commute to work in the Borough from other locations.  The key points are:   

• The proportion of Knowsley Borough’s out-commuters who are employed in lower 
skilled occupations is higher than is the case for the in-commuters. Around 32.5% of 
in-commuters work as plant and machine operatives, in sales and customer service 
occupations or elementary occupations while the equivalent figure for out-commuters 
is just over 36%.  This suggests that a slightly higher number of Knowsley Borough’s 
residents travel to work in lower paid occupations than those people commuting to 
work in the Borough.   

• Conversely, a larger proportion of those who travel into the Borough for work are 
employed in higher skilled and higher paid occupations.  Over 33% of in commuters 
are employed as Managers or senior officials, in professional occupations or associate 
professional and technical occupations, compared to 28.5% of those residents who 
work outside the Borough.   
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Table 6-1: Occupational profile of Knowsley Borough’s in and out commuters 

 In-commuters Out-commuters 

Managers and senior officials 11.5% 10.4% 

Professional occupations 10.0% 6.7% 

Associate professional and technical occupations 11.8% 11.4% 

Administrative and secretarial 12.6% 14.5% 

Skilled trades occupations 13.0% 11.8% 

Personal Service Occupations 8.7% 9.0% 

Sales and Customer Service occupations 8.0% 9.9% 

Plant and machine operatives 11.6% 12.4% 

Elementary occupations  12.8% 13.8 

Source: Census, 2001, National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk).  © Crown copyright 
material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

 

Incomes  

6.5 Analysis of data on the earnings of Knowsley Borough’s residents and workforce confirms the 

patterns that are evident in the commuting data.  Knowsley Borough’s residents have the 

lowest median gross weekly pay of all the districts of Merseyside.  Their earnings of £377 per 

week are around £70 less than the UK figure and £45 less than the figure for the North West.  

However, at £419 per week, the median gross weekly pay of those working in the Borough is 

£42 higher than the figure for those living there.  The difference between these two figures, 

suggests that many of the Borough’s higher paid jobs are filled by people who do not live in 

Knowsley.  

6.6 The median gross weekly pay of both Knowsley Borough’s residents and people who work 

there is lower than the North West and UK averages.  It is notable that the differential 

between residents earnings and the North West and UK averages are higher than those for 

the workplace earnings.  Again, this drives home the point that the Borough’s residents have 

a higher than average propensity to be working in comparatively lower paid occupations. 
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Table 6-2: Median Gross Weekly  Pay in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, Full 
Time employees only, 2006 

 Workplace data Residents’ data 

United Kingdom 447 447 

North West 421 422 

Merseyside 412 406 

Knowsley 419 377 

Liverpool 442 422 

St Helens 407 407 

Sefton 395 431 

Wirral 382 435 

Halton 471 380 

Source: ONS NOMIS  Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings.  © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the 
permission of the Controller of HMSO 
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7. Deprivation 

Key Points 

• The Borough of Knowsley is one of the most deprived local authority areas in the 
country.  Around 50% of residents live in the 10% most deprived super output areas 
(SOAs).   

• The Borough ranks 1st for local concentration, which is based on the number of 
localised hot spots of deprivation (i.e. those ranked as most deprived) as a proportion 
of the overall population.   

• It also has some of the most widespread deprivation, with a national rank of 8th for the 
extent of deprivation, which measures the proportion of a district's population living in 
the most deprived SOAs in the country.   

• Of Knowsley Borough’s 99 SOAs, 42 fall within the most deprived 5% in England, and 
19 within the most deprived 1%. 

• The problem of deprivation is particularly acute in northern parts of the Borough, with 
the majority of SOAs in North and South Kirkby falling within the most deprived 5% in 
the country. 

7.1 The Borough of Knowsley is among the most deprived in England.  According to the 2004 

Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD), around 50% of residents live in the 10% most deprived 

Super Output Areas in the country.  The latter are located in North Huyton, North Kirkby and 

South Kirkby.   

7.2 The IMD rankings across a number of domains are shown in Table 7-1. This shows two 

particularly striking features:  

• The Borough ranks 1st for local concentration, a measure based on the number of 
most deprived SOAs.   

• It also has some of the most widespread deprivation, with a national rank of 8th for 
the extent of deprivation which measures the proportion of a district's population 
living in the most deprived SOAs in the country.   

7.3 For the Income and Employment domains of the IMD, the Borough’s performance is better, 

although it still ranks among the most deprived local authority areas, with rankings of 38th for 

the Income domain and 30th for the Employment domain, both in the most deprived 15% for 

each indicator.  The Income domain is based on the proportion of people on very low 

incomes, e.g. on Income Support or Tax Credit.   The Employment domain reflects the 

proportion of people who are involuntarily outside the labour market (e.g. unemployment 

benefit claimants, those on New Deal). 

Table 7-1: Key IMD ranks for Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 

 Knowsley Liverpool Sefton St 

Helens 

Wirral Halton 

Rank of extent 8 5 78 37 49 18 

Rank of local 
concentration 

1 2 42 27 8 20 

Source: Index of Multiple Deprivation, Office of the Deputy Prime Minster (2004) © Crown Copyright material is 
reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO 

 

7.4 The map in Figure 7-1 illustrates how the Borough is part of the significant wider 

concentration of deprived areas across the Mersey belt from Liverpool to Manchester.   

However, in addition to the clear concentrations of deprivation that are evident in many of 
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the region’s urban areas, there are a number of areas which are ranked within the 20% least 

deprived in England, many of which are very close to Knowsley Borough.  For example a 

large portion of southern Warrington and much of the western side of the Wirral is ranked 

within the 20% least deprived in England.   

Figure 7-1: Deprivation in Knowsley Borough and the surrounding area 

Source: Based on Index of Multiple Deprivation, Office of the Deputy Prime Minster (2004) © Crown Copyright 
material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO 

7.5 Of Knowsley Borough’s 99 SOAs, 42 fall within the most deprived 5% in England, and 19 

within the most deprived 1%.  The problem of deprivation is more acute in northern parts of 

the Borough, with the majority of SOAs in North and South Kirkby falling within the most 

deprived 5% in the country.  One of South Kirkby’s SOAs is ranked as the 7th most deprived 

in the country, and one as the 14th. 

7.6 While the southern part of the Borough ranks as less deprived, a substantial proportion of the 

area still falls within the most deprived 20-40% of SOAs in England and concentrations of 

severe deprivation are evident in the south west of the Halewood sub area.  Only 4 ranked 

within the 50% least deprived SOAs in England.   

7.7 Table 7-2 shows the average IMD rank of SOAs within each of the 6 Knowsley sub areas. 

Given the widespread nature of deprivation in South Kirkby, it is no surprise that this sub area 

has the highest (i.e. most deprived) average IMD rank of SOAs of the 6 sub areas. North 

Huyton’s ranking is close to that of South Kirkby, despite having a smaller proportion of its 

SOAs being ranked within the most deprived 5% nationally.  
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Table 7-2: IMD rank of SOAs 

Partnership areas Average IMD rank 

of SOAs 

Percentile 

North Kirkby 3,294 10 

South Huyton 8,369 24 

Halewood 8,048 23 

North Huyton 1,487 4 

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village 8,113 24 

South Kirkby 1,485 4 

Source: Based on Index of Multiple Deprivation, Office of the Deputy Prime Minster (2004) © Crown Copyright 
material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO 
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8. Education and Skills  

Key Points 

• In 2006, just under half of pupils at secondary schools in the Borough achieved 5 or 
more A*-C grades at GCSE, a figure which stood at 12 percentage points below the 
national average.   

• Pupils who live in the Borough (but may go to school elsewhere) had a 5 percentage 
point lead over pupils educated at the Borough’s schools.   

• A similar pattern is evident for more general measures of attainment at GSCE level, with 
the number of students achieving A*-G grades lagging several percentage points 
behind the England average.   

• However, for the period between 2003 and 2006 the data shows a 32% increase in the 
number of 15 year olds achieving 5 or more GCSE grades A* to C and a 24% decrease 
in the number who achieved no GCSE passes. 

• There has also been a significant decrease (24%) in the number of pupils achieving no 
passes at GCSE in Knowsley Borough. 

• Attainment at GCE A level is also behind the England average.   

• Of particular concern for the Borough is the proportion of pupils living in the Borough 
who left school in 2006 with no passes at GCSE (7%), a much higher percentage than 
nationally (4%).  

• There are particular issues about attainment in the core subjects of mathematics and 
English.  At Key Stage 3 only 55% of pupils achieved level 5+ in English, compared to 
73% nationally. For mathematics, the figures where 66% and 77% respectively. 

• Fewer people than average are qualified to degree level (NVQ Level 4), while the 
number of people qualified to NVQ Levels 1 and 2 also lags behind. 

• In 2006 the number of people not in education, employment or training (NEET) stood 
at almost double the national average.   

8.1 This section of the Core Evidence Base looks at two critical issues for Knowsley Borough – 

educational attainment by pupils and skill levels of the adult population.  These are key 

factors in determining the quality of life and opportunities that the Borough’s residents are 

able to benefit from.  They are also critical to the current economic performance of the area 

and will be a main driver of future economic and social change.   

Student Attainment  

8.2 Table 8-1:  sets out a series of indicators on the attainment of the Borough’s pupils in the 

2004-05 academic year.  The data covers two slightly different categories of pupil:  

• Data for educational institutions within the Borough.  The assumption is that most 
(but not necessarily all) pupils will be resident in the Borough.  

• Pupils who are resident in the Borough but may attend schools in other local 
authority areas.   

8.3 The data indicate that the attainment of pupils at GCSE level for both categories of pupils lags 

behind the England average.  The key points from Table 8-1:  are:  

• Fewer than half of 15 year old pupils who reside in the Borough achieved 5 or more 
GSCE A*-C grades.  The figure was lower still for schools in the Borough where the 
number of pupils attaining 5 or more A*-C grades was 12 percentage points behind 
the England average.  Resident pupils had a 5 percentage point lead over pupils 
educated within the Borough, suggesting that those educated in other local authority 
areas are scoring higher grades.   
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• There was a similar pattern for attainment of GSCE A*-G grades, with both categories 
lagging several percentage points behind the England average.  Again, resident pupils 
appear to have performed slightly better than pupils educated within the Borough.    

• Attainment at GCE A level (2 or more passes) was also behind the England average 
for both categories.  The attainment level for resident pupils is only 2 percentage 
points behind the England average compared to 7 percentage points for educational 
institutions.  This suggests that pupils who choose to do A levels outside the Borough 
are securing higher grades than those who attend schools and colleges within the 
Borough.   

8.4 Of particular concern for the Borough is the proportion of pupils living in the Borough who left 

school with no passes at GCSE (7%), a much higher percentage than nationally (4%).  

Table 8-1:  Attainment in schools, 2004/05 

 % pupils in 

England 

% pupils in Knowsley 

Pupil Residence 

Data 

Educational 

Institution Data 

GCSE: 15 year old pupils 
achieving 5 + A* - C grades 

56% 49% 44% 

GCSE: 15 year old pupils 
achieving 5+ A* - G Grades 

89% 84% 81% 

GCSE: 15 year old pupils with no 
passes 

4% 7% 8% 

A Level: Pupils achieving 2 or 
more GCE / A level or equivalent 
passes 

93% 91% 86% 

Source: Key Figures for Education, Skills and Training.  Neighbourhood Statistics. ©Crown Copyright material is 
reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO 

8.5 The data below outline the attainment of pupils in Knowsley Borough in subjects at Key 

Stages 1, 2 and 3. Following the national, regional and Merseyside trends, the proportion of 

pupils who achieve the required standard decreases in each subsequent Key Stage. In 

addition, student attainment in the Borough lags significantly behind that of Merseyside, the 

North West and England in all three subjects areas:  

• Mathematics: The performance gap between the Borough and England appears to 
widen with each subsequent Key Stage for mathematics. At Key Stage 1, the 
percentage point lag between the proportion of the Borough’s pupils achieving level 
2+ and the England average is 3. By Key Stage 3, the differential has widened 
dramatically to 12%, with only 64% of pupils achieving level 5+ in mathematics, 
compared to 74% nationally.  

• English, Reading and writing: Performance in reading and writing lags 6 
percentage points behind the regional and national averages at Key Stage 1. 
However, by Key Stage 2, performance of the Borough’s pupils is comparable to the 
national average with 75% achieving level 4+ in English, compared to 77% 
nationally. However, by Key Stage 3, the gap widens with only around 57% of 
Knowsley’s pupils achieving level 5+, compared to 76% nationally.   

• Science: The largest differential in performance exists for the Science Key Stages.   
By Key Stage 3, only 58% of the Borough’s pupils achieve level 5+, compared to 
73% nationally.   
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Table 8-2: Provisional Attainment at Key Stages in Knowsley Borough and comparator 

areas, 2007 

 Knowsley Merseyside North West England 

Pupils Achieving level 5+ in 

English KS3 

(57%)* 71% 72% 74% 

Pupils Achieving level 5+ in 

Mathematics KS3 

64% 74% 75% 76% 

Pupils Achieving level 5+ in 

Science KS3 

58% 70% 71% 73% 

Pupils achieving level 4+ in English 

KS2 

77% 80% 81% 80% 

Pupils achieving level 4+ in Mathematics 

KS2 

75% 77% 79% 77% 

Pupils achieving level 4+ in 

Science KS2 

87% 88% 88% 87% 

Pupils achieving level 2+ in 

Reading KS1 

78% n/a 83% 84% 

Pupils achieving level 2+ in 

Writing KS1 

74% n/a 80% 80% 

Pupils achieving level 2+ in 

Mathematics KS1 

87% n/a 90% 90% 

Source: Neighbourhood Statistics, ONS. © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the 

permission of the controller of HMSO 

 

8.6 Table 8-3 below shows the performance at GCSE of individuals secondary schools in the 

Borough in 2006 compared to both the England and Knowsley Borough average. For 

England as a whole, the proportion achieving 5 or more GCSE grades A* to C including Maths 

and English is lower than the proportion achieving this standard in any GCSE subjects. This is 

also the case in Knowsley where only 26% of pupils achieve 5 or more GCSEs grades A* - C 

in subjects including Maths and English, nearly 20 percentage points lower than the England 

Average, whereas for all subjects, achievement of this level was 49% in Knowsley, compared 

to 59% nationally. In terms of providing basic skills, these GCSEs are considered to be those 

most important and are often minimum requirements for employment and post 16 education. 

8.7 In 2006, only two schools performed better than the England average - St Edmund 

Arrowsmith Catholic High School in Whiston/Prescot at 79% and Brookfield High 

School in South Kirkby where 73% of 15 year old pupils achieved 5 grades A*-C at GCSE, 14 

percentage points more than the England average.  This is particularly impressive considering 

that in 2003, only 30% of pupils at Brookfield High School achieved this level. However, while 

performance for all GCSE subjects outstrips the national average, performance in subjects 

including English and Maths falls well short at 19% of pupils. However, this does show an 

improvement from a very low 2003 baseline of 6%.  

8.8 For all but one school in the Borough, there has been an annual improvement in the 

proportion of pupils achieving 5 or more grades A* to C at GCSE.  This has contributed to a  

significant Borough-wide improvement in the proportion of pupils achieving this level, with 
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the rate increasing from 34% in 2003 to 49% in 2006, far outstripping the national increase 

of 6 percentage points in the same period.  

8.9 Prescot School in Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village performs above the 

Borough average, with 54% of its pupils achieving 5 or more A* to C at GCSE level. However 

this still lags behind the national figure of 59%.   

8.10 While Brookfield High School performs much better than the England average when all 

GCSE results are considered, the proportion of pupils who achieve grades A* to C at GCSE, 

including Maths and English is 19% - despite considerable improvement in 2007 this remains 

lower than the Borough and England averages. 

8.11 Knowsley Hey School  in South Huyton is the only school that has not shown an 

improvement in attainment since 2003 and is also lowest performing school in the Borough, 

with only 38% of pupils achieving 5 or more A*-C GCSE grades in 2006, a fall of 1 

percentage point since 2003.  
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Table 8-3:  Percentage of 15 year old pupils achieving 5+ grades A-C at GCSE at Knowsley 

Borough Schools, 2006 

 

Partnership 
Area 

 

School 

% of 15 year old pupils 

achieving 5+ GCSEs grades A- 
to C (All GCSEs) 

% of 15 year old pupils 

achieving 5+ GCSEs grades 
A- to C (Including English 

and Maths) 

2003 2004 2005 2006 2003 2004 2005 2006 

South Kirkby All Saints 
Catholic High 
School  

44% 44% 54% 47% 20% 17% 20% 22% 

Brookfield High 
School 

30% 31% 50% 73% 6% 15% 19% 19% 

North Kirkby Ruffwood 
School 

29% 41% 31% 44% 20% 20% 14% 18% 

South Huyton Bowring 
Community 
Sports College 

31% 36% 38% 47% 23% 24% 30% 29% 

Knowsley Hey 
School 

39% 38% 34% 38% 23% 27% 26% 27% 

North Huyton St Edmund of 
Cantebury 
Catholic High 
School 

19% 29% 31% 40% 11% 19% 20% 20% 

Prescot, 
Whiston, 
Cronton and 
Knowsley 
Village 

Higher Side 
Community 
Comprehensive 
School 

34% 33% 49% 41% 28% 20% 26% 19% 

Prescot School 33% 43% 50% 54% 24% 22% 25% 41% 

St Edmund 
Arrowsmith 
Catholic High 
School 

55% 52% 72% 79% 36% 34% 34% 44% 

Halewood Halewood 
College 

38% 43% 51% 48% 27% 27% 34% 30% 

England Average 53% 54% 56% 59% 42% 43% 44% 45% 

Knowsley Borough Average 34% 38% 44% 49% 21% 22% 26% 26% 

Source: Department for Schools, Children and families, Secondary School (GCSE and equivalent) achievement tables 
2006, © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSE 

Recent changes in educational attainment 

8.12 There has been a marked improvement in GCSE attainment in Knowsley Borough between 

2001/02 and 2004/05, as indicated in Table 8-4. This data shows a 32% increase in the 

number of 15 year olds achieving 5 or more GCSE grades A* to C and a 24% decrease in the 

number who achieved no GCSE passes. This increase has far outstripped the national 

increase of 22% and is the highest on Merseyside, although it is important to bear in mind 

that while significant improvements are being seen in the Borough, there is still some way to 

go before GCSE attainment in Knowsley Borough is comparable to the national average.  

8.13 There has been a significant decrease in the number of pupils achieving no passes at GCSE 

(24%) in Knowsley Borough. While this has not kept pace with the national decrease of 30%, 

the Borough’s progress in this area is notable, especially when considered in comparison to 
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Liverpool and St Helens, where the number of pupils achieving no GCSE passes actually 

increased in the same period. 

Table 8-4: Change in attainment in schools 2001/02 to 2004/05 

 15 year old pupils achieving 5 or 

more GCSE grades A* to C 

15 year old pupils achieving no 

passes at GCSE 

 2001/02 2004/05 % change 2001/02 2004/05 % change 

England 293,882 358,415 22% 34,899 26,881 -30% 

North West 29,249 46,221 58% 7,954 3,344 -138% 

Merseyside 8,098 9,609 19% 829 932 11% 

Knowsley 866 1,139 32% 189 153 -24% 

Liverpool 2,633 2,673 2% 338 419 20% 

St Helens 1,193 1,264 6% 109 115 6% 

Sefton 1,814 2,060 14% 185 105 -76% 

Wirral 1,840 2,401 30% 278 158 -76% 

Halton 859 905 5% 88 69 -28% 

Source: GCSE attainment, Neighbourhood Statistics, ONS © Crown copyright material is reproduced with the 

permission of the controller of HMSO 

 

 Skills base 

8.14 The Borough’s skills base reflects an area where there are a higher than average number of 

people in lower paid occupations, high levels of deprivation and lower than average school 

attainment levels.  Table 8-5 sets out a range of data on the qualifications of the Borough’s 

residents and those of people in comparator areas.  The main findings are:   

• Fewer people than average are qualified to degree level (NVQ Level 4).  Only 14% 
the Borough’s residents are qualified to NVQ Level 4 or better compared to the 
national average of 27%, the regional average of 25% and the Merseyside rate of 
22%.  This is a significant issue for Knowsley Borough since there are strong 
associations between higher level qualifications, higher earnings, better enterprise 
performance.   

• The Borough also lags behind the national average at NVQ Levels 1 and 2.  The 
problem is particularly notable at NVQ Level 2, with the Borough standing at 14 
percentage points behind the national and regional average, and 10 percentage 
points behind the Merseyside average.  Given the prevalence of lower skilled jobs in 
the Borough, this may be an important barrier to the ability of some residents to 
secure employment.    

• This weaker skills profile in the Borough is underlined by the number of residents 
who lack any qualifications which is 13 percentage points above the national average 
and 7 percentage points above the average for Merseyside. 
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Table 8-5: Skills of working age population in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 

 Knowsley 

% working 

age 

Merseyside 

% working 

age 

North West 

% working 

age 

England 

% working 

age 

NVQ 1+ 67% 75% 78% 78% 

NVQ 2+ 50% 60% 64% 64% 

NVQ 3+ 31% 40% 44% 45% 

NVQ 4+ 14% 22% 25% 27% 

Other qualifications 6% 6% 6% 8% 

No qualifications  27% 20% 16% 14% 

Source: ONS NOMIS Annual Population Survey. © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of 
the Controller of HMSO 

 

8.15 The chart in Figure 8-1 indicates that a disparity exists between the proportion of Knowsley 

Borough’s working age population receiving job related training and that of the North West 

and England and Wales. According to the Annual Population Survey, a lower percentage of 

Knowsley’s population stated that they had received job related training in the last 4 weeks 

than in England and Wales. The differential widens when the proportion receiving job related 

training in the last 13 weeks is considered. Only 16% of Knowsley Borough’s working aged 

population stated that this was the case, a proportion which is several percentage points 

behind the North West and England and Wales average.  

Figure 8-1: Receipt of job related training 

Source: Annual Population Survey. National Statistics (from Nomis website www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown 
copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO 

8.16 In addition to reflecting the relatively small size of Knowsley Borough’s working aged 

population, this disparity could also be a reflection of the occupational profile of the 
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Borough’s workforce. Within Knowsley Borough’s workforce, concentrations in occupational 

classifications that require less ongoing training such as elementary, process, plant and 

machinery could explain the disparity between local and national figures.  

Recent changes in skills base 

8.17 Recent changes in the Borough’s skills base have been mixed, as indicated belowError! 

Reference source not found.. As well as an overall increase in the proportion of the 

Borough’s working age population who have NVQ qualifications an increase in the proportion 

with no qualifications has also occurred. Key features of the Borough’s changing skills profile 

include;  

• A much larger increase in the proportion of the Borough’s working age population 
with NVQ level 3 or higher (26%) than nationally or regionally (19%). 

• An encouraging 10% increase in the proportion of the Borough’s population with NVQ 
level 4 or higher. However, this still lags several percentage points behind the 
national and regional increases.  

• A 7% increase in the proportion of the Borough’s working age population who have 
no qualifications. Knowsley is the only Borough on Merseyside in which an increase 
has occurred.  

Table 8-6: Percentage Points change in working age skills profile (1999 – 2006) 

 % point change in proportion of working age population with: 

 NVQ 1+ NVQ 2+ NVQ 3+ NVQ 4+ Other  None 

England and Wales 4% 6% 6% 5% -1% -3% 

North West 6% 6% 6% 5% -3% -3% 

Knowsley 2% 6% 6% 1% -3% 1% 

Liverpool 3% 4% 6% 3% 1% -3% 

Sefton 2% 5% 2% 4% 0% -3% 

St Helens 7% 7% 5% 7% -4% -3% 

Wirral 9% 8% 5% 5% -2% -6% 

Halton 7% 7% 5% 3% -4% -2% 

Source: Labour Force Survey and Annual Population Survey. National Statistics (from Nomis website 
www.nomisweb.co.uk) © Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO 

 

NEET 

8.18 The latest available data point to a significant number of 16-18 year old residents who are 

classified as Not in Employment, Education or Training (NEET) in the Borough.  While other 

districts of Merseyside have higher than average proportions of NEET, the c. 700 people who 

fall into this category in Knowsley Borough is the highest on Merseyside.   

8.19 This group consists of individuals who will be NEET for a short time as well as those who 

have major and multiple problems and could become disengaged from employment, 

education and training on a long term basis, thus increasing their likelihood of experiencing 

deprivation, poverty and social exclusion throughout their life. 

8.20 There are several reasons why some of the Borough’s 16-18 olds are outside employment, 

education and training.  Teenage mothers account for around 13% of the total, with a 

particularly high number present in Northwood.  There are a very small number of young 
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people whose role as carers prevents them from entering work, or staying in education.  

Around 4% of the NEET group is accounted for by young offenders.   

8.21 In September 2007, around 720 people were defined as being in the NEET category in the 

Borough.   There appear to be particular concentrations of the NEET group in the Longview, 

Northwood, Page Moss and Park areas of the Borough, which account for nearly one third of 

the total.  The lowest numbers are found in the Halewood West area.  As a result, Halewood 

West has a very high number of 16-18 year olds (97%) in employment education or training, 

while the figure for Park is just under 80%. 
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9. Land and Property  

Key Points 

• Latest available data suggest that the Borough has a total stock of employment land of 
around 165 hectares. 

• This represents a supply at current take up rates of around 13 years, recognising that 
there are some issues about the suitability for development of a proportion of this land.   

• Much of the Borough’s employment land is concentrated in a small number of key 
employment sites including Knowsley Industrial Park, Knowsley Business Park, Kings 
Business Park and Huyton Business Park.  There is also a substantial supply at the 
former BICC site.   

• The data on useage reflect the industrial structure of the Borough.  In 2006 around 
60% of total floorspace was for factory uses. 

• Only 5% of total floorspace was designated as offices, some 10 percentage points 
behind the Merseyside figure.  

• However, over the period between 1998 and 2006 Knowsley Borough saw strong 
growth in the development of office space (reflecting new investments) and robust 
rates of development of new factory and other industrial floorspace. 

• The total rateable value of commercial and industrial property in the Borough (2006) 
stands at around £71 million, accounting for around 10% of the total for Merseyside.   

• The total rateable value of Knowsley’s Commercial Offices is just under £5 million, 
representing only 0.3% of the total rateable value of Commercial Offices in the 
Merseyside area (c. £130 million).   

• Increases in the rateable value of commercial premises between 1998 and 2006 lagged 
20 percentage points behind the rate of growth for England.  However, strong demand 
for factories and warehouses was reflected in increases which are significantly above 
both the North West and England averages.   

9.1 This section looks in more detail at employment land and premises in the Borough.  This is a 

critical factor for the current economic vitality of the area and will be an important 

determinant of the type and scale of employment it is able to generate in future.  The key 

issue for the Borough is to ensure that is allocates a volume and range of employment land 

which can continue to service the requirements of existing businesses (for moves and 

expansion) and enable the area to accommodate employment growth.  Over the next few 

months, Knowsley Borough Council and its partners will be carrying out a comprehensive 

employment land study in conjunction with St. Helens and Sefton Councils, and this will 

provide a rich source of evidence to underpin the Borough’s Local Development Documents.   

Employment Land in Knowsley Borough  

9.2 Much of the Borough’s stock of employment land (around 165 hectares in 2004) is located on 

a small number of major sites:    

• Knowsley Industrial Park, Kirkby – This major site covers a gross area of around 
280 Ha.  The UDP allocates 63 Ha of land on the site for B1, B2 and B8 uses. Major 
businesses operating on the Industrial Park include Sonae, QVC, DHL, Delphi Delco. 
Recent investments in the area include Express by Holiday Inn, Suites Hotel, David 
Lloyd Leisure Centre and the Liverpool Football Club Youth Academy.  The site 
benefits from its proximity to the strategic road freight network and to Knowsley’s rail 
freight terminal.   

• Knowsley Business Park, Kirkby – This multi-use site covers around 85 Ha and 
the UDP allocated a further 3.5 Ha for future development.  Companies operating on 
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the estate include Cross Huller, Ethel Austin, Matalan, Cryovac and News 
International. 

• Kings Business Park, Huyton – This 21 Ha site was designated as a Regional 
Strategic Employment Site in previous versions of the North West Regional Economic 
Strategy.  This is a mixed use site combining high spec office space with a hotel and 
leisure facilities.  Several occupiers have taken up office space on the site and further 
development is possible through design and build arrangements.  The Computer 
Sciences Corporation, Vertex and the Knowsley Housing Trust operate on the site.   

• Huyton Business Park, Huyton – This is a large site of around 70 Ha with a 
further 8 Ha allocated for mixed industrial uses (factory, warehouse and office) in the 
UDP. The Business Park is home to companies including Marconi, Tradeteam, 
Halewood International and TRW.  

• BICC Site, Prescot – This area is located on land formerly occupied by the cable 
manufacturer BICC.  Pirelli has a large operation on the site, including one in area of 
c. 25 Ha adjoining the BICC site.  The UDP allocates a further 8 Ha for B1, B2 and B8 
development.   

• Roscoe’s Wood – The UDP allocates a 7.2 Ha site for B1 and B2 use, located at 
junction of the M57, M62 and A5300 Knowsley Expressway.  

• Ford Jaguar plant, Halewood – Around 19 Ha of land is identified in the UDP has 
being available for the expansion of the Jaguar plan.  This site could accommodate 
suppliers to the firm, as well as the company’s own operations.   

Current Floorspace and Recent Change  

9.3 The nature of commercial floorspace in Knowsley Borough reflects the area’s industrial base, 

particularly the concentration of large manufacturing businesses.  Close to 60% of total 

floorspace in 2006 was for factory uses, a volume which is considerably higher than the 

Merseyside, North West and UK averages.  Conversely, in 2006 Knowsley Borough had a 

comparatively smaller volume of office floorspace (5%) than the Merseyside (15%) and North 

West (13%) averages.    

Table 9-1 :Floorspace in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 

 Knowsley 

Floorspace 

2006 

(1,000s m2) 

% of total 

floorspace in 

Knowsley 2006 

% of total 

floorspace 

North West 

2006 

% of total 

floorspace 

England 

2006 

All bulk classes 2,395 - - - 

Retail premises 166 7% 17% 18% 

Offices 116 5% 13% 17% 

Commercial offices 92 4% 11% 14% 

Other offices 25 1% 3% 3% 

Factories 1,356 57% 39% 36% 

Warehouses 708 30% 28% 26% 

Other bulk premises 49 2% 3% 3% 

Source: Floorspace Data, Valuation Office Agency, 2007 © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the 

permission of the Controller of HMSO 

 

9.4 Table 9-2 shows the pattern of change in employment floorspace in Knowsley between 1998 

and 2006.  The data for Knowsley reflects both the general growth of the economy and the 
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increasing importance of service industries.  In all categories Knowsley saw strong growth, 

underlining the evidence of employment growth in the early 2000s.  

• Commercial office floorspace increased substantially in the Borough over this period, 
with an additional 53,000 sq m added to the stock. This level of growth was 
considerably higher than the Merseyside, North West and England average.   

• Factory floorspace in the Borough grew by 60% when the national and regional 
trends showed a contraction of floorspace.    

• Warehouse floorspace increased by close to 50%, with the Borough capitalising both 
on its good connectivity for the freight industry and the growth of import related 
distribution activity.   

• Retail floorspace also grew (c. 20%) over a time period when the North West and 
England showed little change.   
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Table 9-2: Change in floorspace  in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 1998 - 2006 

 Knowsley 

Absolute 

change 
1998 – 

2006 

(000s m2) 

% change 

Knowsley 

1998 – 
2006 

% change 

Merseyside 

1998-2006 

% change 

North West 

1998 - 
2006 

% change 

England 

1998 - 
2006 

All bulk classes 850 55% 10% 6% 10% 

Retail premises 26 19% 2% 3% 2% 

Offices 37 47% 33% 24% 21% 

Commercial offices 53 136% 43% 31% 26% 

Other offices -15 -38% -3% -1% 3% 

Factories 507 60% -3% -10% -5% 

Warehouses 230 48% 11% 16% 18% 

Source: Floorspace Data, Valuation Office Agency, 2007 © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the 
permission of the Controller of HMSO 

 

9.5 The rateable value data for Knowsley Borough (Table 9-3) point to a commercial property 

market which is significantly more affordable than those of neighbouring districts, the North 

West and England averages.  Values per sq m are lower than the North West and National 

averages across the board, but office property stands out with a value per sq m which is less 

than half the national average.   

9.6 The total rateable value of commercial and industrial property in the Borough (2006) stands 

at around £71 million, accounting for around 10% of the total for Merseyside.  However there 

are significant differences in values in the different categories.    

• The total rateable value of Knowsley’s Commercial Offices is just under £5 million, 
representing only 0.3% of the total rateable value of Commercial Offices in the 
Merseyside area (c. £130 million).  This probably reflects both the comparatively low 
rental values and volume of office floorspace in the Borough, as well as the 
significantly higher rental rates in Liverpool whether the overwhelming majority of 
Merseyside’s stock is concentrated.  

• By contrast, the value of factory property in Knowsley Borough at £29 million is 
around 24% of the total for Merseyside, consistent with the Borough’s status as a 
hub of manufacturing in the sub-region.    
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Table 9-3: Rateable value for Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 2006 

 Knowsley 

rateable 

value 

£/sq m 

Merseyside 

rateable 

value 

£/sq m 

North West 

rateable 

value 

£/sq m 

England 

rateable value 

per m2 

£/sq m 

All bulk classes 30 42 49 66 

Retail premises 94 102 115 132 

Offices 53 63 81 126 

Commercial Offices 54 65 87 134 

Other offices 49 51 57 84 

Factories 21 25 24 29 

Warehouses 28 30 30 40 

Source: Rateable Value data, Valuation Office Agency, 2007 © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the 

permission of the Controller of HMSO 

 

9.7 Table 9-4 shows recent changes in the rateable value of commercial and industry property, 

which provides a useful yardstick of the performance of the market in the Borough.  While 

the Borough has seen increases in value across all categories, the overall increase is still 

lower than that of the North West and England averages.  Clearly, this change is being 

measured from low baseline values in 1998.  For example, the value of warehouse floorspace 

stood at only £16 per sq m in 1998.   However, there has been a significant degree of 

catching up with values elsewhere in the country as the local market has strengthened in line 

with the trend in the UK economy.   

9.8 There are some important variations between the different categories:   

• Increases in the rateable value of commercial office property were 20 percentage 
points behind the England average, although they were higher than the rate of 
change in the North West and Merseyside.  

• Strong demand for factories and warehouses is reflected in increases which are 
significantly above both the North West and England averages.  The rateable value of 
warehouse property rose by 75% between 1998 and 2006, an especially sharp 
increase.   

Table 9-4: Change in Rateable value for Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 1998 – 

2006 

 Knowsley % 
change 

Merseyside % 
change 

North West % 
change 

England % 
change 

All Bulk classes 50% 52% 58% 57% 

Retail premises 57% 59% 72% 65% 

Offices 43% 44% 45% 68% 

Commercial 
Offices 

50% 45% 45% 68% 

Other offices 29% 31% 36% 56% 

Factories 50% 40% 41%` 32% 

Warehouses 75% 42% 43% 48% 

Source: Rateable Value data, Valuation Office Agency, 2007 © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the 
permission of the Controller of HMSO 
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Incubator Facilities and Managed Workspace 

9.9 In recent years there have been a number of developments in the Borough which offer small 

businesses start-up space, including managed workspace.  There are facilities at several 

locations which include:   

• Creative Space, Knowsley Business Resource Centre – This facility provides managed 
workspace for creative businesses.  Alongside with subsidised space and 
infrastructure, a team of staff provide access to training, grants and other specialist 
business support.    

• North Mersey BC Enterprise Centre - Operated by Knowsley Development Trust Ltd, 
this facility offers managed workspace and incubator units, including a purpose built 
Youth Enterprise Academy in the UK.  The facility offers a range of support services 
and has 13 staff.   

• Prescot Business Park – The new office and industrial units on the site are aimed at 
SMEs, although it does not explicitly offer incubator space.  

• The Granary - Knowsley College’s Village campus offers studios aimed at creative 
businesses.  A mixture of companies including artists, jewellery designers and 
photographers currently occupy these premises. 

• Roby Centre, Knowsley College – There are a number of business units within the 
Centre.  One unit is designated as a hot-desking facility.   

Future Supply   

9.10 Planning the provision of employment land for the future will be an important component of 

the Borough’s Local Development Framework and its Economic Regeneration Strategy.  The 

latest available data (2004) indicated that the Borough had around 165 Ha of employment 

land allocated. This allocation includes:  

• Land already with planning permission in 2005 (34 Ha) 

• Land at Prescot and Kings Business Park (26 Ha) 

• Land for new development where planning permissions were not in place (105 Ha).    

9.11 This represents its future stock of land for the development of employment premises.  

Historic take up rates for employment land provided by Knowsley Borough Council indicate 

average annual take up of around 10 Ha.  If this rate of take up were to continue, the 

Borough would have between 14 and 15 years of supply available to it.   

9.12 However, there is an important difference between gross allocated supply and the supply of 

sites where there is a realistic prospect of development.  For a number of reasons, there can 

be constraints on employment land which militate against its development.  Key factors 

include:  

• Contamination issues and the associated costs; 

• Lack of appropriate infrastructure (road access etc);  

• Existing uses and related permissions;  

• Policy constraints (e.g. some edge of town sites).   

9.13 Data from the 2004 White Young Green Merseyside Employment Land Study suggest that 

sub-region wide only 70% of allocated employment land could be considered as developable.  

Data produced for Knowsley Borough’s UDP in 2004 indicate that around 36% of employment 

land (105 Ha) was considered to be severely constrained.  If this element of the supply is 

extracted, the overall land available falls to 127 Ha or around 13 years of supply.   
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10. Housing  

Key Points 

• The proportion of homes in the social rented sector (30%) is much higher than 
average.  

• Owner occupiers are significantly under represented in the Borough.  Only 62% of 
homes are owner occupied, compared to 69% in the North West and England.   

• The private rented sector is also smaller (7%), lagging 5 percentage points behind 
England. 

• There is higher than average proportion of houses and bungalows in the Borough and, 
conversely, a lower than average proportion of flats, maisonettes and apartments.   

• While the condition of the social housing stock is overwhelmingly good (97%), there 
remain issues about the condition of the private stock which the Borough Council and 
its partners are addressing.  

• House prices have substantially risen (130%) in the Borough between 2000 and 2007, 
exceeding that of the UK but around 10 percentage points behind that of the North 
West and Merseyside.   

• Looking from the outside, the Borough offers good affordability with income-price ratios 
slightly lower than the national and regional averages.   

• However, set against income levels in the Borough, there appear to be significant 
problems of affordability for existing residents who may be looking to buy.  

10.1 The provision of good quality, affordable housing in well planned locations is a pivotal factor 

in the creation of sustainable communities.  The Borough needs to ensure that it has an 

appropriate range of housing to meet the requirements of its current population.  Looking to 

the future, the availability of land for housing and the scale and type of development that 

takes place will be an important determinant of economic growth and social change. 

Knowsley Borough Council and its partners and have carried out a number of studies to 

understand housing needs in the area, and these have provided useful sources of material for 

this section.  

Housing Tenure Types  

10.2 As Error! Reference source not found. shown, at the time of the 2001 Census the pattern 

of housing tenure in Knowsley Borough followed that of England as a whole, with the 

majority of homes being owner occupied and the social rented rented sector making up a 

larger proportion than the private rented sector.  However, the proportion of homes in the 

social rented sector (32%) was much higher than the proportion of the stock on Merseyside 

(24%), across the North West (21%) and England (19%).  This reflects both the availability 

of stock in the sector and higher levels of need.   
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Table 10-1: Tenure in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 2001 

 Knowsley % Merseyside % North West % England % 

Owner occupied 62% 65% 69% 69% 

Rented from Council 25% 15% 14% 13% 

Social Rented 7% 9% 7% 6% 

Private Rented / Living 

Rent Free 

7% 11% 11% 12% 

Source: Census, 2001, Housing Tenure data. National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk).  © 

Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO.  

 

10.3 While Owner Occupiers were still by far the largest group, they were under represented in the 

Borough (62%) compared to the North West and England, where 69% of dwellings were 

owner occupied. The private rented sector was also smaller (7%), lagging 5 percentage 

points behind England.  

10.4 Current data from the Borough Council’s Housing Needs Study (2007) show that there has 

been little significant change in Knowsley’s tenure pattern. The near reversal of the Housing 

Association Rented versus the Council rented figures reflects the stock transfer which 

occurred during this period.   

Table 10-2: Tenure patterns from Knowsley MBC Housing Needs Study, 2007 

Tenure 2007 Survey (%) No. implied Local Area Census 

Owner Occupier – 
Mortgage 

40.1 24819 38.4 

Owner Occupier - 
Outright 

22.6 13976 22.0 

Shared Ownership 0.7 457 1.2 

Private Rented 6.7 3718 6.7 

Tied to employment / 
other 

0.3 189 0.1 

    

HA Rented 29.5 18280 6.6 

Council Rented 0 0 25 

    

Total  100 61439 100 

Source: Knowsley MBC Housing Needs Survey, 2007 

 

10.5 In terms of housing type, at the time of the 2001 Census there was a larger proportion of 

houses and bungalows in Knowsley Borough (89%) than nationally (81%) or regionally 

(87%) and, as a consequence, the proportion of flats, maisonettes and apartments in 

Knowsley’s housing stock was somewhat lower (10.7%) than on Merseyside (14.8%) and  

England as a whole (19.1%).  This is consistent with the evidence on household type which 

indicates that there are comparatively fewer single person households in Knowsley Borough 

than elsewhere.  The lack of availability of suitable accommodation would seem to be one 

part of the explanation for this feature of household composition in the area.   
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Table 10-3: Housing Type in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 

 Knowsley % Merseyside % North West % England % 

House or bungalow 89% 85.1% 86.7% 80.5% 

Flat, maisonette or 

apartment 

10.7% 14.8% 13.0% 19.1% 

Caravan or other 

temporary mobile 

structure 

0.3% 0.1% 0.3% 0.4% 

Source: Census, 2001, Housing Type data. National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk).  © 

Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

 

10.6 The Knowsley MBC Housing Needs Survey (2007) suggests that the profile of Knowsley’s 

stock has altered in the following ways:  

• House or Bunglaow – 92.5%, an increase of 3.5%; 

• Flat, maisonette or apartment – 7.1%, a fall of 3.9%; 

• Caravan etc. – 0.3%, no change.  

10.7 These changes probably reflect regeneration schemes which have seen the demolition of 

some of the Borough’s flats and the construction of new houses.    

Condition of the Housing Stock    

10.8 Within Knowsley’s large social rented sector, there was a 96.4% decency rate in April 2007, 

suggesting that the Borough Council and the Associations it works with are maintaining good 

standards.   All the Borough’s Housing Associations (16 RSLs and 9 Cooperatives) expect to 

meet the Government’s deadline of 2010 to ensure that 100% of the 18,800 properties they 

manage achieve the Decent Homes Standard.    

10.9 The position is different in the private sector where non-decent housing stock appears to be a 

more significant problem.  The Knowsley Private Sector Stock Condition survey (2004) found 

that 2,270 homes or 5% of total private sector housing stock were unfit for human 

habitation, compared to a national average of 4%. A further 2,400 dwellings are in 

substantial disrepair although not unfit. The survey also found that a disproportionate number 

of unfit houses or houses in substantial disrepair had households headed by people aged over 

60 and or disabled and in receipt of benefits.   

10.10 A dwelling is defined as non-decent if it fails to meet any of the following criteria;  

• It meets the current statutory minimum standard for housing – at present it does not 
have a category 1 hazard under the Housing Health and Safety Hazard Rating System 
(HHSRS).  

• It is in a reasonable state of repair, having no old and defective major elements.  

• It has reasonably modern facilities and services – adequate bathroom, kitchen and 
common areas of flats and is not subject to undue noise.  

• Provides a reasonable degree of thermal comfort.  

10.11 The majority (65%) of Knowsley’s private sector housing which is classed as non-decent does 

not satisfy the thermal comfort criteria set out by the decent homes standard.  The second 
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most common reason for a dwelling to be classed as non-decent is that it is in a state of 

disrepair (42%).  

Housing need  

10.12 Knowsley MBC is currently in the process of completing a comprehensive assessment of 

housing need in the Borough, due for completion in 2007.  As part of this process, a 

residents’ questionnaire covering housing type and size, migration expectations, housing 

aspirations and occupants’ personal circumstances has provided useful evidence about the 

housing market.5  Some of the key findings are summarised below in Table 10-4. The main 

points are: 

• Under occupation is significantly more common in the Borough than over occupation 
and is particularly evident among Owner Occupiers with no mortgage, the group 
which is most likely to contain a large proportion of elderly people.  

• In spite of a relatively low incidence, over occupation is still evident in some tenure 
groups, particularly those renting their property from a Housing Association, where 
8.7% were over occupied, and 6.7% of those who owned their home and were still 
paying a mortgage were living in over-occupied properties.  This may reflect the 
higher propensity of young people to live longer in the parental home.    

Table 10-4: Under and over occupation in Knowsley 

 % under 

occupied 

% over occupied 

Owner occupied with mortgage 30.5% 6.7% 

Owner occupied with no mortgage 63.0% 0.9% 

Private rented 20.6% 4.4% 

Housing Association Rented 22.8% 8.7% 

Living Rent free* 47.5% - 

Shared ownership* 5.1% - 

Source: Knowsley Housing Needs study. Draft Report. DCA UK (2007) 

 

House Prices and Affordability   

10.13 In June 2007 the average prices of a house in Knowsley Borough stood at around £130,000 

compared to close to £134,000 for Merseyside, £135,500 in the North West and £181,000 for 

England and Wales. However, as Table 10-5 shows, these figures mask some significant 

variations between the different house types:  

• Terraced properties in Knowsley Borough are valued at just over £1,000 above the 
Merseyside average and more than £5,000 above the average price for the North 
West as a whole. This may be attributed to the location of this type of property 
predominantly in higher cost locations in the Borough, and the very low cost of this 
type of property in certain inner city areas in the region.   

• Semi detached houses in Knowsley Borough are the most competitively priced on 
Merseyside, with an average price of £125,000, almost £20,000 behind the 
Merseyside average.  This points to better affordability in a category of property 
which tends to be associated with young families.    

                                                
5 The survey is based on a sample size of 2,400 Knowsley Borough households which is sufficient to give a 95% 
confidence interval and provide a range of useful statistics.   
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• There is a large differential between the cost of detached homes in Knowsley 
Borough and Merseyside as a whole.  The average cost of a detached house in the 
Borough is £217,000, compared to a Merseyside average of £269,000.  This may be 
attributable to concentrations of high value property of this type in certain areas of 
Merseyside, but it may also indicate lower demand in the Borough.  

• Flats and Maisonettes are much cheaper than on Merseyside, at an average of 
£102,500 compared to £127,000.  Our understanding is that the provision of this type 
of property is comparatively limited in the Borough.   

Table 10-5: Average property prices in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, June 
2007 

 All houses Terraced Semi-

detached 

Detached Flats and 

Maisonettes 

England and Wales £181,000 £141,000 £171,000 £271,500 £170,000 

North West £135,500 £81,500 £138,000 £263,500 £129,000 

Merseyside £134,000 £86,000 £143,500 £269,000 £127,000 

Knowsley £130,500 £87,000 £125,000 £217,000 £102,500 

Liverpool £125,000 £86,000 £152,000 £269,500 £184,500 

Sefton £151,000 £89,500 £156,500 £297,000 £128,000 

St Helens £118,000 £77,000 £128,000 £250,500 £104,000 

Wirral £144,000 £90,000 £156,000 £310,000 £115,000 

Halton £121,500 £69,500 £113,000 £204,500 £79,00 

Source: Land Registry, 2007 © Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of 
HMSO 

All figures rounded to nearest £500. 

10.14 Across England and Wales, property prices have more than doubled between 2000 and 2007, 

and the Borough has clearly felt this trend. However, while the 130% increase in property 

prices in Knowsley Borough has exceeded the increase in England and Wales over the same 

period it falls short of the overall North West increase of 142% as well as the Merseyside 

increase of 146%.   

Table 10-6: Change in property prices in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas 2000-
2007 

 Knowsley 

% change 

Merseyside % 

change 

North West % 

change 

England and 

Wales % 
change 

All houses 130% 146% 142% 116% 

Detached  130% 147% 142% 103% 

Semi-detached 130% 147% 142% 124% 

Terraced 130% 146% 142% 128% 

Maisonette / flat 130% 149% 142% 94% 

Source: Land Registry, 2007 © Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of 
HMSO 

10.15 The affordability of housing has become an increasingly prominent issue over the last decade 

as house price rises have continued to outstrip increases in earnings year on year.  Compared 

to Merseyside and the North West, housing in the Borough is more affordable in all categories 

except for terraced houses, where a relative scarcity of such properties has inflated prices. 

However, while property in the Borough appears to be more affordable when compared to 

average earnings for England and Wales, the relatively low earnings of Knowsley Borough 

residents means that for them, property is far less affordable. While the Borough’s house 
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price to income ratio for all properties is 4.4 when compared to the average England and 

Wales income, it rises to 6.6 when compared to the average income in the Borough, 

posing similar challenges for residents to those which are faced by the UK population as a 

whole.    The Council and its partners are looking at the potential to develop housing and 

planning policies and strategies that will address local affordability issues. 

Table 10-7: House price to income ratios, 2006 

 House price to income ratio (based on England and Wales average 
earnings) 

 All properties Terrace Semi 
detached 

Detached Flat/ 

maisonette 

England and Wales 5.9 4.6 5.6 9.0 5.5 

North West 4.5 2.7 4.5 8.7 4.2 

Merseyside 4.5 2.9 4.8 9.0 4.2 

Knowsley 4.4 2.9 4.2 7.3 3.4 

Liverpool 4.0 2.8 4.9 8.6 5.9 

Sefton 5.1 3.0 5.3 10.0 4.3 

St Helens 4.0 2.6 4.4 8.6 3.6 

Wirral 4.8 3.0 5.2 10.4 3.8 

Halton 4.1 2.3 3.8 6.9 2.7 

Source: Calculations by Regeneris Consulting, based on Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings data and average 
property prices for 2006. Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO 

Housing Land and Future Provision  

10.16 The Knowsley Borough Unitary Development Plan adopted in 2006 foresees the release of 

land for housing at a rate which will enable the Borough to have completed an average of 

230 new dwellings each year over the period from 2002 to 2016.  This will give a total of 

3,220, a figure set by the North West Regional Spatial Strategy.   There will be additional 

provision for around 4,000 houses as replacement stock for houses demolished over the 

period.  Ongoing work on a housing needs study for Knowsley MBC will present a more 

detailed assessment of demand and supply issues over the long term.   

10.17 The means by which the Borough achieves this rate of new dwellings are set out in the UDP.  

They include houses which were completed in the period up to the end of March 2004, extant 

planning permissions which have not been completed, sites allocated in the UDP and 

developments in specific target areas including Huyton (New Deal area), Tower Hill in Kirkby 

and South Prescot.  A major regeneration of the stock in Huyton is identified in the UDP 

which will see approximately 1,150 dwellings demolished and 1,450 new dwellings 

constructed. 

10.18 Studies carried out for the Borough’s UDP process indicated that brownfield sites would 

provide much of the land for this projected housing development.  Consistent with national 

guidance, greenfield development would be very limited although parts of the Huyton and 

Tower Hill schemes were expected to include an element of housing on greenfield sites.  

10.19 Looking to the future, the Borough faces some challenging sustainability issues if it is to 

deliver the Government’s agenda for housing growth.  Extension of the growth points concept 

to the North of England, allied to the recommendations of the Barker Review and the 

Government’s recent commitment to deliver 3 million new homes by 2020, could put pressure 

on the Borough to deliver housing growth beyond that foreseen in the Regional Spatial 
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Strategy and local planning allocations.  This has significant implications for transport and 

communications, infrastructure, the environment, local services and the Borough’s existing 

communities.   
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11. Health 

Key Points 

• The health data highlights some significant issues connected to the lifestyles of the 
Borough’s residents.   

• Life expectancy for men and women in the Borough is 3 years lower than the national 
figure. 

• Data on the causes of death show that the Borough has significantly higher than 
average numbers of residents who die from lung cancer, liver disease, respiratory 
problems and heart disease.  These are conditions associated with smoking, drinking 
and other lifestyle choices.   

• Within the Borough, the data show that the populations of North Huyton, North Kirkby 
and South Kirkby face the most significant health related problems.    

• These findings are borne out by data which show that 35% of the Borough’s population 
of over 16s are smokers, and 25% classify themselves as binge drinkers.   

• The incidence of low birth weight in Knowsley Borough is higher than nationally, with 
8.5% of babies weighing less than 2,500g at birth compared to 7.9% nationally, 
although the difference is not statistically significant. 

• Across the UK, 19% of the working age population are classed as disabled, while in 
Knowsley Borough this rises to almost a quarter of the working age population (24%). 

11.1 The health of the Borough’s population is a key issue for Knowsley MBC and its key partners.  

It is one of the four blocks of the Local Area Agreement (Healthy Communities and Older 

People) and will be a central component of the new Sustainable Community Strategy.  A 

healthy population enjoys a better quality of life and, as a workforce, it is vital to the 

performance of the economy.  Responding to the health needs of the Borough demands a 

robust evidence base.  The Primary Care Trust is about to embark on Strategic Health Needs 

Assessment for the Borough which will provide a rich, new source of data about the health of 

the Borough’s residents and the basis for long term planning of services.   

Life Expectancy  

11.2 The Borough’s Local Area Agreement is frank in stating that the health of residents is poor.  

This is clearly reflected in data on life expectancy.  For men in the Borough, life expectancy at 

birth is 74 years, which is 3 years lower than the national figure and 1 year lower than the 

Merseyside and North West averages. While female life expectancy at birth is slightly longer 

at 78 years, this is still 3 years shorter than the national average and 1 year shorter than 

Merseyside. 
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Figure 11-1: Life Expectancy at Birth, 2003/2005 

 

Source: Health and Wellbeing Statistics, ONS Neighbourhood Statistics. © Crown Copyright Material is reproduced 

with the permission of the controller of HMSO 

General Health of Population 

11.3 Standardised Mortality Ratios provide a useful comparative indicator about the health of a 

population.  The SMR measures localised rates of deaths from particular conditions relative to 

national (England and Wales) average rates after adjustments have been made for the age 

structure and relative social status (or deprivation) of the study population.   The data below 

uses 100 to represent the England and Wales average.   

11.4 Table 11-1 shows SMRs for Knowsley Borough and the North West for a range of diseases 

and indicates that all cause mortality in the Borough is significantly higher than the regional 

and national figures.  Looking at individual causes of death, there are a number of diseases 

which stand out as having SMRs which are particularly high: 

• For lung cancer the male SMR of 160 is very high but the female SMR of 199 is 
almost double the England and Wales average.  

• Male and female SMRs for respiratory disease are also much higher than nationally 
with both being above 150.  

• Female mortality from Chronic Liver Disease is significantly higher than the national 
average, with an SMR of 189.  The male SMR is 86 and is not significantly different to 
the national figure.    

• Mortality from strokes in females is lower in Knowsley Borough than England and 
Wales, with an SMR of 92.  
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Table 11-1: Standardised Mortality Ratios, 2003-05 

 

Disease 

Knowsley SMR North West SMR 

 Males Females Males Females 

All causes 130 126 112 110 

All circulatory diseases 130 117 114 110 

Coronary Heart Disease 142 139 117 116 

Stroke 116 92 115 109 

Cancer 130 128 110 108 

Lung Cancer 160 199 119 128 

Cervical cancer - 145 - 123 

Breast cancer - 101 - 98 

Prostate cancer 83 - 96 - 

Respiratory disease 156 158 117 119 

Pneumonia 128 98 109 105 

Chronic liver disease 86 189 136 144 

Accidents 128 131 117 119 

Source: Knowsley Public Health Intelligence Team, 2007.  

Lifestyle 

11.5 What is clear from this SMR data is that lifestyle factors probably play a significant part in 

health outcomes in the Borough.  The diseases referred to in Table 11-2 are commonly 

associated with the excessive consumption of alcohol, smoking, lack of exercise and other 

related factors.  The data underline the importance which partners in the Borough have 

attached to changing behaviours in the resident population.   

11.6 Synthetic Estimates of Healthy Lifestyle Behaviours have been produced at the National 

Centre for Social Research and represent the expected prevalence of certain behaviours in an 

area, given the demographic and social characteristics of that area. There is much evidence 

to suggest clear links between these variables.  These data are useful in comparing the 

overall trends within Knowsley Borough to those in Merseyside, the North West and England.6  

They confirm that a higher than average proportion of the Borough’s residents have lifestyles 

which are detrimental to their health.   

11.7 Table 11-2 sets out some of the key data from the Synthetic Estimates for the Borough.  

Particular points to note are:   

• Some 35% of Knowsley’s over 16 population are smokers, compared to 26% in the 
North West and 24% in England. This means that a larger proportion of Knowsley’s 
population have an increased risk of developing smoking related disease such as 
respiratory diseases, various cancers and Coronary Heart Disease.  

• The consumption of more than 8 units of alcohol for men and 6 for women on the 
heaviest drinking day of the week is classified as binge drinking in the model. The 

                                                
6  The confidence intervals for the Synthetic Estimates data are large and consequently they are better used as a  
guide than an accurate reflection of lifestyle behaviours.   
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data indicate that a quarter of Knowsley Borough’s population are classified as binge 
drinkers, a much higher proportion than nationally (17%).  

• The consumption of fruit and vegetables is very important in maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle and the proportion of Knowsley’s over 16 population who consume more 
than 5 portions of fruit and vegetables per day (11%) is less than half of the national 
average (24%). While a larger proportion of the population age 5-15 consume more 
than 5 portions of fruit and vegetables per day (28%), this is still very low and 10 
percentage points behind the national average of 38%.  

Table 11-2: Lifestyle Data for Knowsley Borough and Comparator Areas 

 Knowsley Merseyside North 

West 

England 

 

Smokers (% over 16 population) 35% 31% 26% 24% 

Binge Drinkers (% over 16 population) 25% 14% 22% 17% 

Obese (% of over 16 population) 22% 21% 22% 22% 

Daily consumption of more than 5 
portions of fruit/vegetables (% over 16 
population) 

11% 16% 21% 24% 

Daily consumption of more than 5 
portions of fruit/vegetables (% aged 5-
15 inclusive) 

28% 32% 35% 38% 

Source: Department of Health, Synthetic Estimates of Healthy Lifestyle Behaviours. © Crown copyright material is 
reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.  

Early Years 

11.8 Knowsley’s Infant Mortality Rate is 4.9 per 1,000 live births, which is lower than the national 

figure of 5.1 per 1,000 and the regional figure of 5.7 per 1,000. The Perinatal Mortality Rate7 

in the Borough is also lower than nationally, at 7.7 per 1,000 compared to 8.2 in England and 

8.5 in the North West. While this is positive, the incidence of low birth weight in Knowsley 

Borough is higher than nationally, with 8.5% of babies weighing less than 2,500g at birth 

compared to 7.9% nationally.8  Low birth weight is thought to be linked to a higher risk of 

death in a child’s early years and an increased likelihood of health difficulties in childhood. 

Table 11-3: Early Years Indicators 

 Under 18 Conception 

Rate (2005) 

Infant Mortality Rate 

(per 1,000) 

(2003-05) 

Perinatal 

Mortality Rate 

(per 1,000) 

(2003-05) 

England 41.6 5.1 8.2 

North West 45.7 5.7 8.5 

Knowsley 44.3 4.9 7.7 

Source: Knowsley Public Health Intelligence Team, 2007.   

11.9 The immunisation statistics in Table 11-4indicate that a smaller proportion of children in the 

Borough receive the standard childhood immunisations of Diptheria, Tetanus and Polio (92%) 

than in the Cheshire and Merseyside Strategic Health Authority as a whole, where take up of 

                                                
7 Perinatal relates to the period around the birth of a child; defined as 5 months prior to and 1 month after birth.  

8 It should be noted that the difference between the Knowsley Borough rate and the national rate is not 
statistically significant.   



Knowsley MBC: Core Evidence Base  

Ref: A-00352  

Page 80 

these immunisations is the same as the national rate (94%) and slightly lower than that of 

the North West at 95%. For the MMR immunisation, the proportion of children in the Borough 

who have this immunisation before their second birthday (72%) is far lower than in Cheshire 

and Merseyside SHA (80%) and is 11 percentage points lower than in the North West.  

Table 11-4: Childhood immunisations in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 

2003/04 

 Knowsley Cheshire and 

Merseyside 

SHA 

North 

West 

England 

 

Diptheria , tetanus, Polio 

(% of children immunised before 2nd 

birthday) 

92% 94% 95% 94% 

MMR 

(% of children immunised before 2nd 

birthday) 

72% 80% 83% 80% 

Source: Department of Health; NHS Immunisation statistics, 2003/04. © Crown copyright material is reproduced 

with the permission of the controller of HMSO 

11.10 While Knowsley Borough’s under 18 conception rate of 44 per 1,000 females aged 15-17 is 

comparable with that of the North West (46), it is higher than the England figure of 42 per 

1,000.9  The higher than average incidence of teenage conception is a concern for the 

Borough, most notably because the likelihood of a child experiencing deprivation and poverty 

increases when under 18 conception occurs.  A wide variety of factors influence this 

relationship.  However, the effect of parenthood on availability for work and the interruption 

to a parent’s education have a detrimental effect on the economic and social well being of 

both parent and child. 

Disability 

11.11 Across the UK, 19% of the working age population are classed as disabled, while in Knowsley 

Borough this rises to almost a quarter of the working age population (24%). This is the 

highest proportion on Merseyside and is 4 percentage points larger than the corresponding 

regional figure.  This evidence is consistent with the data on Incapacity Benefits and the 

Severe Disablement Allowance.   

                                                
9  The difference between the two rates is not statistically significant.   
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Table 11-5: Disability in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 2005 

 Number of working age 

people who are disabled 

% of working aged people 

who are disabled 

UK 6,824,200 19% 

North West 818,600 20% 

Merseyside 168,600 21% 

Knowsley 21,100 24% 

Liverpool 57,100 21% 

Sefton 24,300 23% 

St Helens 30,800 19% 

Wirral 35,300 19% 

Halton 15,100 21% 

Source: Annual Population Survey, National Statistics (from Nomis website: www.nomisweb.co.uk). Crown 

copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. 

Sub Area analysis 

Standardised Mortality Rates 

11.12 There is a great deal of variation in the Standardised Mortality Rates (SMRs) of Knowsley’s six 

sub areas: Broadly speaking, the SMRs for South Huyton and Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and 

Knowsley Village tend to be above 100 but below the Borough average, while the other four 

sub areas perform significantly above the national averages.  For example, Prescot, Whiston, 

Cronton and Knowsley Village and South Huyton both have an all causes SMR of 112 while 

the other four sub areas have all causes SMRs in excess of 130, with North Huyton having the 

highest at 142.  

11.13 Mortality rates for individual diseases tend to follow this pattern, with South Huyton and 

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village performing better on the whole than the 

other four sub areas, although there is some variation according to the cause of death. The 

contrasts within the Borough are well illustrated by the Strokes SMR.  Knowsley Borough as a 

whole performs relatively well (SMR: 101). South Huyton’s Strokes SMR is 80, significantly 

below the national and Borough wide average.10  However in Halewood, the SMR for Strokes 

is 139 – significantly higher.  

11.14 Inequality in the Lung Cancer SMR is a great concern for Knowsley with four sub areas 

experiencing more than twice the national level of deaths from this disease.  Only South 

Huyton (86) and Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village (135) have SMRs lower 

than the Borough average and less than twice the national level. In South Kirkby the Lung 

Cancer SMR is 253, meaning that death from this disease is two and a half times more 

prevalent in this sub area than nationally.  

Life Expectancy 

11.15 Male life expectancy at birth is lowest in North Huyton, at less than 72 years – 2.2 years 

lower than the Borough average and 5.2 years lower than the England and Wales average.  

For females, life expectancy in North Kirkby is lowest at 76.5 years, compared to the 

                                                
10  However, the difference between the two rates is not statistically significant.   
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Knowsley Borough average of 78.4 years.  Female life expectancy is higher in Prescot 

Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village (81 years) and South Huyton has a higher male life 

expectancy (76 years).  Both of these figures are comparable to the England and Wales 

averages.  

Early Years 

11.16 The incidence of low birth weight is lowest in South Huyton, where 5.6% of babies are born 

weighing less than 2.5kg – a much lower rate than for England and Wales as a whole. 

However, low birth weight incidence in Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village is 

9.7% of births, almost 2 percentage points higher then nationally.  

11.17 The Borough southern sub areas perform well in terms of their under 18 conception rate, 

with South Huyton, Halewood and Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village all having 

under 18 conception rates that are below the England figure and Knowsley averages of  42 

and 46. However, northern sub areas do not perform as well on this indicator and North 

Kirkby’s under 18 conception rate is 68, more than double that of South Huyton and 

Halewood.  

Lifestyle 

11.18 Smoking rates are above the national average in all but one of the Borough’s sub areas 

(South Huyton). In North Kirkby, South Kirkby and North Huyton, smoking rates are 

significantly above the Knowsley average.   

11.19 Exactly a fifth of Knowsley’s residents are classed as obese, a very large proportion but still 

lower than the average for England as a whole, where a quarter of residents are classed as 

obese. Again, variation between the Borough’s sub areas exists, with the lowest rate (15.7%) 

occurring in South Huyton and the highest (24.6%) in North Kirkby 

11.20 The incidence of binge drinking is clearly a significant problem in Knowsley Borough, with 

31% of residents being classed as binge drinkers. As is the case for other indicators, the sub 

areas in the south of the Borough perform better on this measure than the sub areas in the 

north.   
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Table 11-6: Key Statistics for Knowsley Borough Sub Areas: Health 

  North Kirkby South 

Huyton 

Halewood North 

Huyton 

Prescot, 

Whiston, 
Cronton 

and 
Knowsley 

Village 

South 

Kirkby 

Knowsley 

Standard Mortality 
Ratio 

All causes  139 112 139 142 112 135 128 

Coronary Heart 
Disease  

148 118 143 176 128 138 141 

Stroke 114 80 139 92 95 112 101 

Cancer 144 94 145 140 119 153 129 

Lung Cancer 230 86 208 212 135 253 177 

Respiratory 
Disease 

182 136 165 180 135 165 157 

Life Expectancy Male 73.5 76.1 74.7 71.7 74.8 72.4 73.9 

Female 76.5 79.8 77.1 77.7 81.1 77.9 78.4 

Births Low Birth weight 9.0% 5.6% 7.8% 9.2% 9.7% 9.3% 8.5% 

Under 18 
conception rate 
per 1,000 

68 30 33 57 37 51 45.6 

Child Health Breast feeding 
initiation 

20.9 37.6 35.1 20.5 33.1 24.6 27.3 

Lifestyle Smoking 43.2 22.2 26.3 38.9 27.4 39.7 32.6 

Obesity 24.6 15.7 19.9 21.4 19.8 20.6 20.0 

Binge Drinking 30.7 31.3 27.4 34.6 27.9 36.3 31.4 

Source: Knowsley PCT Public Health Intelligence Team, 2007. © Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.  
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12. Crime  

Key Points 

• The level of crime as recorded by the British Crime Survey (BCS) indicates 
that a higher level of crime exists in Knowsley Borough than nationally with 
75 offences per 1,000 population indicated compared to 61 in England.  

• Knowsley Borough performs better than the Merseyside average in 
recorded instances of violence against the person and domestic burglary, 
but the incidence of thefts from motor vehicles in the Borough is much 
higher (15 recorded instances per 1,000 population) than the Merseyside 
and England averages (9 per 1,000 population) 

• Both BCS and Recorded Crime statistics indicate that the level of crime in 
the Borough has fallen over recent years, with a 4% reduction in BCS 
offences recorded between 2003 and 2007.  

• Local residents’ surveys indicate that the fear of crime in the Borough 
remains significant.  Around 66% of residents in a recent survey indicated 
that crime was the most important determinant of overall quality of life in 
the Borough. 

12.1 Crime is a key issue for Knowsley Borough.  The Borough’s Crime and Disorder Reduction 

Partnership Action represents the focal point of concerted action by organisations in the area 

to deal with this significant social problem.  Actions to tackle crime and improve community 

safety forms part of one of the Local Area Agreement blocks (Safer and Stronger 

Communities Fund), and it will clearly be an important issue to be addressed through the new 

Sustainable Community Strategy.  The evidence on crime presented in this section of the 

Core Evidence Base incorporates data on both actual incidence and on perceptions about 

crime amongst residents, since perceptions are critical to how safe a community feel.    

Offences Committed 

12.2 The Police Recorded Crime Statistics displayed in Table 12-1 indicate that significant progress 

has been made, with decreases in the number of recorded crimes across a range of offences 

being evident between 2005/06 and 2006/07. For some offences, Knowsley Borough’s crime 

rate is lower than the national rate:   

• The number of reported incidents of violence against the person is lower in 
Knowsley Borough (13 recorded offences per 1,000 population) than on Merseyside 
and in England and Wales, where 19 offences were recorded per 1,000 people in 
2006/07.  

• Knowsley Borough’s domestic burglary rate is the same as the England and Wales 
average, with 2 fewer burglaries recorded per 1,000 population in 2006/07 than for 
Merseyside as a whole, where 7 burglaries are reported per 1,000 population.  

12.3 However, there is a much higher incidence of vehicle crime in the Borough than nationally. 

While the number of reported thefts of motor vehicles (5 per 1,000 population) is the same 

as the rate for Merseyside and only slightly higher than the England and Wales average (4 

per 1,000 population), theft from motor vehicles is much more common in the Borough than 

England and Wales with 15 offences per 1,000 population recorded compared to 9 per 1,000 

for Merseyside and England and Wales.  

12.4 While police recorded crime statistics provide a useful guide to the level of crime in an area, 

there are two important limitations to this data. Firstly, because only crimes which are 
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reported to the police are recorded within these statistics, there is a problem with the 

representativeness of this data.  British Crime Survey research indicates that while crimes 

such as vehicle theft are most likely to be reported (95% reporting rate) because of the 

material loss incurred and insurance requirements, other crimes such as common assault 

(30% reporting rate) are less likely to be reported.  This is possibly due to perceptions that 

the incident was too trivial, that the police would not be able to trace the offender, or for fear 

of reprisals.   

Table 12-1: Recorded Crime Statistics per 1,000 population for Knowsley and comparator 

areas 2006/07 

 Knowsley % 

change 
2005/06 

to 
2006/07 

Merseyside England and 

Wales 

Violence against the person 13 -38% 19 19 

Robbery 1 -40% 2 2 

Theft of a motor vehicle 5 -25% 5 4 

Theft from a motor vehicle 15 -9% 9 9 

Burglary (dwelling) 5 -18% 7 5 

Source: Recorded Crimes for key offences, ONS. © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of 
the controller of HMSO.  

12.5 The overall level of crime that is measured by the British Crime Survey (BCS) can provide a 

better reflection of the true extent of household and personal crime than police recorded 

statistics. This survey draws on the experience of crime and includes crimes that are not 

reported to the police in its analysis. The BCS comparator subset covers about 60% of all 

recorded crimes and includes vehicle crimes, burglary, bicycle theft, theft from a person, 

vandalism, common assault and wounding. The BCS comparator crimes data set out in Table 

12-2 highlights a number of issues for Knowsley Borough:  

• The overall level of crime is significantly higher than in the North West or England, 
with 75 crimes per 1,000 population recorded in the Borough compared to 70 in the 
North West and 61 in England.  

• Knowsley Borough’s BCS comparator crime rate is the second highest on Merseyside 
after Liverpool. 

• The level of crime reported in the BCS appears to fluctuate annually - between 
2003/04 and 2005/06 the level of crime in Knowsley Borough increased substantially 
from 78 crimes per 1,000 population to 87. The following year, this dropped to 75 
crimes per 1,000 population.  
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Table 12-2: BCS Comparator Crimes per 1,000 population, 2003/04 to 2006/07 

 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 change 

2003/04 

to 

2006/07 

England 69 64 63 61 -12% 

North West 79 73 72 70 -12% 

Knowsley 78 81 87 75 -4% 

Liverpool 108 110 109 99 -8% 

Sefton 59 59 56 51 -13% 

St Helens 74 73 73 64 -14% 

Wirral 69 65 57 53 -23% 

Halton 80 83 81 69 -13% 

Source: British Crime Survey Comparator Crimes Subset, National Statistics. © Crown copyright material is 

reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.  

Residents’ Perceptions of Crime  

12.6 As well as nationally recorded datasets, an important indication of crime and fear of crime in 

Knowsley Borough can be gauged through responses to Knowsley MBC’s Council General 

Residents’ Survey, which contains a number of questions relating specifically to crime. In the 

2005 survey, 66% of respondents indicated that the level of crime is the most important 

factor in making the Borough a good place to live. The importance that residents attach to 

crime’s impact on their quality of life is reinforced by the fact that much smaller proportions 

of respondents identified issues such as affordable decent housing (32%), educational 

provision (28.2%), job prospects (24%) and public transport (33%) as being the most 

important to making the Borough a good place to live. Responses to other crime-related 

questions are summarised in Error! Reference source not found. and include: 

• The level of crime: 58% of respondents indicated that the level of crime in the 
Borough should be reduced and 63% indicated that the problem had worsened 
between 2002 and 2005. 

• Graffiti and vandalism: 57% of survey respondents stated that graffiti and 
vandalism was either a very big or fairly big problem in the Borough.  Only 12% of 
respondents indicated that it was not a problem.  

• Fear of crime: The survey also provides an indication of the fear of crime in the 
area with nearly half of the respondents to the survey indicating that they did not feel 
safe in the Borough’s parks and open spaces. 

• Anti Social Behaviour – Over half of the residents surveyed indicated that they 
often witness anti-social behaviour in their local neighbourhood.  This is identified as 
a key social issue by people who live in the Borough.   
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Table 12-3: Knowsley MBC General Residents’ Survey Responses, 2005 

 Proportion of 

respondents 

Graffiti and deliberate damage to vehicles or property is either a very big, 

or fairly big problem 

57% 

Crime level needs to be reduced 58% 

Level of crime has worsened in last 3 years 63% 

Level of crime has improved in last 3 years 7% 

Do not feel safe in the Borough’s parks and open spaces 47.6% 

Often witness anti-social behaviour in local neighbourhood 51% 

Source: Knowsley Council General Residents’ Survey, 2005. Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council.  

Business Crime 

12.7 Business Crime is seen as a key issue for companies based in Knowsley Borough, and there 

are concerted efforts involving the Chamber of Commerce, the Borough Council, the Police 

and other partners to tackle it.  The Business Watch service is a partnership operating with 

the Borough’s three major industrial parks (Huyton Business Park, Knowsley Business Park 

and Knowsley Industrial Park). It provides its estimated 300+ members with a range of 

services including advice about security, information exchange and training.   

Sub Area Analysis 

12.8 The Vulnerable Localities Index (VLI) is based on crime, IMD and demographic data sets and 

provides localised information on the vulnerability of locations within Knowsley. A score in 

excess of 100 indicates that the location is more vulnerable than the Knowsley average, while 

a score of less than 100 indicates that the location is less vulnerable. The map in Figure 12-1 

shows the variation in vulnerability to crime across Knowsley.  

• Parts of the Borough which are more vulnerable to crime than the Knowsley average 
tend to be concentrated around the built up areas of Kirkby, Huyton and Halewood.  

• There are 7 areas which are more than twice as vulnerable to crime as the Knowsley 
Average, with a VLI score over 200. 5 of these areas are located in the North Huyton 
Partnership area, where there are also a large number of Census Output Areas 
(COAs) with a VLI score between 150 and 200.  

• Vulnerability in also much higher than the Borough average in North and South 
Kirkby, in which a large proportion of COAs have VLI scores over 150 and one COA in 
South Kirkby has a score of 230.  

• Isolated areas of high vulnerability exist in Halewood and Prescot, Whiston, Cronton 
and Knowsley Village, One of the 7 COAs with a score over 200 is in the Prescot, 
Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley village sub area.  
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Figure 12-1: Vulnerable Localities Index 

 

Source: Knowsley CDRP, Vulnerable Localities Index, 2007 

12.9 BCS Comparator Crime data for each of the sub areas is shown in Error! Reference source 

not found. below. The sub areas in the south of the Borough tend to have lower crime rates 

than those in the north, with South Huyton, Halewood and Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and 

Knowsley Village all having lower crime rates than the northern sub areas. The highest crime 

rate by far can be seen in the North Huyton sub area, where 103 crimes per 1,000 population 

were committed in 2006/07. This is considerably higher than the Knowsley Borough average 

of 75 crimes per 1,000 people and nearly twice the Halewood figure of 57 crimes per 1,000.  

12.10 Statistics for recent changes in crime levels indicate that the largest falls have occurred in 

North and South Kirkby, with decreases of 25% and 27% between 2005/06 and 2006/07. 

Where crime rates in these areas were much higher than the Borough average in 2005/06, 

the change in 2006/07 has brought rates of crime in these areas into line with the Borough 

average.  

12.11 The reduction of crime in the most poorly performing sub areas between 2005/06 and 

2006/07 has been impressive, with a combined reduction of 22% in South Kirkby, North 

Huyton and North Kirkby, compared to an 11% reduction in the better performing sub areas 

of Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village, Halewood and South Huyton (where a 

9% increase of crime occurred in the same period)  
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Table 12-4: Key Crime Statistics for Knowsley Borough Sub Areas 

  North Kirkby South 

Huyton 

Halewood North 

Huyton 

Prescot, 

Whiston, 
Cronton and 

Knowsley 
Village 

South 

Kirkby 

Knowsley 

BCS 

Comparator 
Crimes 

Crimes per 1,000 population 
2005/06 

97 79 53 125 79 105 87 

Crimes per 1,000 population 
2006/07 

74 62 57 103 65 77 75 

% change 2005/06 – 2006/07 -25% -14% 9% -18% -18% -27% -13% 

Knowsley 
MBC General 

Residents’ 
Survey 

Identify vandalism, graffiti and 
other deliberate damage to 
property as “a very big 
problem” 

46% 23% 22% 40% 21% 40% 31% 

Stated that level of crime had 
reduced 2002-05 

6% 3% 6% 6% 10% 6% 6% 

Stated that the level of crime 
had increased 2002-05 

66% 58% 42% 63% 50% 63% 57% 

Source: 1. BCS Comparator Crimes. Neighbourhood Statistics. © Crown copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO. 2. Knowsley Council General Residents’ 
Survey, 2005. Knowsley metropolitan Borough Council  
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13. The Environment and Quality of Life 

Key Points 

• The proportion of Knowsley Borough’s land area which is classed as greenspace is 
higher than that of other Merseyside districts.  

• Issues around the quality of the Borough’s environment are prominent, with 
particular problems being evident in parks and open spaces, litter and detritus and 
abandoned vehicles.  

• Around 60% of residents surveyed by Knowsley Borough Council (2005) indicated 
that they were dissatisfied with the quality of parks and open spaces in the 
Borough.   

• In a recent survey conducted across the Borough, 62% of environmental indicators 
were scored as either poor or unsatisfactory.  

• Air quality in Knowsley Borough is worse than the North West average, with a 
combined air quality ratio of 1.22, compared to the North West’s ratio of 1.13. 

13.1 Planning to safeguard and promote a high quality environment has becoming an increasingly 

important part of the work of Knowsley MBC and its partners.  The Sustainable Community 

Strategy for the Borough has to ensure that economic and social priorities are balanced with 

environmental objectives.  Similarly, the Local Development Framework will need to set out 

an approach to planning which underpins the Borough’s sustainable development.  With the 

growing imperative of climate change, action to respond to the changes it will bring to the 

area are critical. The Borough’s Strategic Housing and Environment Partnership is in the 

process of developing a strategy to respond to the challenges it presents.  Evidence about the 

Borough’s existing environmental quality has an important part to play in this process.   

Environmental Quality  

13.2 Table 13-1: shows that the majority (64%) of Knowsley Borough’s land area is classified as 

green space, this is considerably larger than the Merseyside average of 45% and is especially 

large when compared to other Merseyside districts such as Wirral and Sefton, where 

greenspace accounts for 39% and 44% of land area. However, it is important to note that it 

is not possible to tell from this measure what proportion of this greenspace is accessible to 

local residents.  

13.3 It is however, possible to provide some measure of the quality of this greenspace. The Green 

flag award is the national standard for parks and green spaces in England and Wales. Parks 

are awarded with the Green Flag is they meet a number of criteria around cleanliness, 

maintenance, access, safety, conservation, management and community involvement. For 

2007/08, 6 of Knowsley’s parks have been awarded Green Flag status.  

• Court Hey Park, Huyon 

• Henley Park, Whiston 

• King George V Playing Fields, Huyton 

• Millbrook Park Millenium Green, Kirkby 

• Sawpit Park, Huyton 

• St Chad’s Gardens, Kirkby 
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Table 13-1: Selected Land use categories for Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 

2005 

 Domestic 

Buildings 

Non-domestic 

buildings 

Road Domestic 

gardens 

Greenspace 

England 1% 1% 2% 4% 88% 

North West 1% 1% 3% 4% 83% 

Merseyside 5% 2% 9% 13% 45% 

Knowsley 4% 3% 9% 13% 64% 

Liverpool 7% 4% 12% 15% 23% 

Sefton 4% 2% 6% 12% 44% 

St Helens 3% 2% 7% 11% 71% 

Wirral 4% 2% 6% 14% 39% 

Halton 4% 3% 8% 10% 51% 

Source: Generalised Land Use Database, ONS. © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of 

the controller of HMSO. 

13.4 Table 13-2:  indicates that there are a number of issues for residents about environmental 

quality within the Borough:  

• Quality of local parks and open spaces: Around 60% of respondents to the 2005 
Knowsley MBC’s General Residents’ Survey indicated that they were not satisfied with 
the quality of local parks and open spaces.  

• Litter and detritus: A major assessment of a large number of sites in the Borough 
was carried out in 2005 as part of the monitoring of national floor targets. In almost 
19% of the sites surveyed, an unacceptable level of litter and detritus was reported, 
a much higher proportion of sites surveyed than in England (15.1%).  

• Abandoned Vehicles: in 2005/06 there were 1.6 abandoned vehicles per 1,000 
households in the Borough. While this is far fewer abandoned vehicles than in 
Liverpool (6.7 per 1,000 households) and England (6.0 per 1,000 households) the 
number is high compared to the North West (3.2) and other districts of Merseyside, 
such as Sefton (1.2) and St Helens (0.5). 
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Table 13-2: Environmental Indicators, 2005/06 

 % of unacceptable 

levels of litter and 

detritus 

 

Abandoned 

vehicles per 

1,000 households 

England 15% 6 

North West Not available 3 

Knowsley 19% 2 

Liverpool 14% 7 

Sefton 23% 1 

St Helens 16% 1 

Wirral 25% 2 

Halton 8% 9 

Source: Floor targets interactive, ONS. © Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the 

controller of HMSO. 

13.5 Local Environmental Quality Surveys have been carried out on 174 of England’s Local 

Authority areas by Encams, the organisation which runs the Keep Britain Tidy Campaign. 

These surveys provide detailed information on the performance of local authorities on the 

management of key street level environmental problems, including litter, fly tipping, fly 

posting and graffiti. The overall ratings across the 32 indicators of environmental quality are 

indicated in Table 13-3: . The results indicate that at the national level, overall environmental 

quality is problematic, with more than half of the 32 environmental elements assessed in 

England being classed as either poor or unsatisfactory. In Knowsley Borough, a much larger 

proportion (15%) of the Borough’s environmental elements were classed as poor than 

nationally (5%) or on Merseyside (11%).  Poor and unsatisfactory standards were identified 

across a range of environmental indicators.  Litter, street furniture and highway infrastructure 

were identified as being particularly problematic.  

13.6 Despite the evidence about low environmental quality, improvement has clearly been evident 

over recent years, with 65% of respondents to the Knowsley MBC General Residents’ Survey 

indicating that the Borough had improved as a place to live since 2002.  
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Table 13-3: Environmental Standards in Knowsley Borough and comparator areas, 

2006/07 

 % of headline environmental elements assessed 

 Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor 

England 26 21 47 5 

Merseyside 23 18 47 11 

Knowsley 22 15 47 15 

Liverpool 22 20 50 8 

Sefton 25 21 42 12 

St Helens 23 16 47 15 

Wirral 25 19 50 6 

Source: Encams Local Environmental Quality Assessment, 2006/07 

Environmental Sustainability 

13.7 The need to address the climate change agenda and promote sustainable development has 

increased in prominence over recent years, with considerable attention at Knowsley MBC 

being focused on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and energy consumption both 

domestically and in the Borough’s businesses.   

Energy Consumption 

13.8 Energy consumption broken down by the consuming sector, is shown in Figure 13-1 which 

shows that the largest proportion of energy consumed in the Borough is used by the industry 

and commercial sector. Domestic energy use accounts for 31% of the total, and energy use 

for transport accounts for the remaining 27%. This is broadly reflective of the pattern 

observed across the North West as a whole, however across Merseyside industry and 

commercial uses of energy account for less of the total. This is a reflection of the high 

concentration of energy intensive businesses within the Borough such as manufacturing.  
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Figure 13-1: Energy Consumption in Knowsley, 2004 

 

Source: DEFRA Local and Regional estimated of Energy consumption 

13.9 Knowsley’s domestic energy needs are largely met by the use of Natural Gas and electricity, 

as is the case across the country. Knowsley’s per capita consumption of both of these is lower 

than the Merseyside and North West averages with 6.95 GWh of Natural Gas and 1.81 GWh 

of electricity consumed per capita in the Borough. Other energy sources such as coal, 

manufactured fuels, petroleum products and renewable energy sources are much less heavily 

used in a domestic capacity, implying that there may be potential to expand the use of these 

energy sources. This is particularly true of Renewable Energy Sources, from which 0.06GWh 

of domestic energy consumption was sources, compared to 0.11 GWh in Merseyside and 0.21 

across the North West, more than three times the Knowsley figure.  
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Figure 13-2: Domestic Energy Consumption per capita, by source, 2004 

 

Source: Total Final Energy Consumption in Gwh, Department for Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, © 
Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the controller of HMSO.   

13.10 In terms of industrial and commercial energy consumption, again natural gas and electricity 

feature most prominently, however petroleum products are more heavily used. Interestingly, 

while domestic energy consumption in Knowsley was below regional and sub regional levels, 

the level of consumption of Natural Gas for industrial and commercial purposes, relative to 

the size of population was much larger for Knowsley than for Merseyside and the North West.   
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Figure 13-3: Industrial and Commercial energy consumption by source  

Source: DEFRA 

13.11 Considerable resources have been expended on reducing home energy expenditure in the 

Borough. Energy efficient measures such as loft and cavity wall insulation and hot water tank 

jackets have been provided free of charge to vulnerable households and have been effective 

as a means of tackling fuel poverty in the Borough as well as energy efficiency, saving an 

estimated 10,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions in the Borough between 2003/04 and 2006/07.  

13.12 In October 2006, British Gas undertook a home energy survey of one million UK homes and 

found that Knowsley homes were the most energy efficient in the country.  

Table 13-4: Energy Efficiency in the Borough 

 Number provided CO2 saving 

Cavity wall Insulation 6523 5,554 tonnes 

Loft insulation 5915 4,514 tonnes 

Hot water tank jacket 613 92 tonnes 

Total 13,051 10,160 tonnes 

Source: Knowsley MBC, 2007 

Emissions and Air Quality 

13.13 The combined air quality ratios displayed in Figure 13-5 represent the ratio of the addition of 

four indices of pollutants (Nitrogen Dioxide, Particulates, Sulphur Dioxide and Benzene) to the 

annual objectives set out in the Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. A ratio of more than 1 implies that the concentration of pollutants in the air 

exceeds the target set out in the Annual Objectives. The ratios indicate that: 
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• Air quality in Knowsley Borough is worse than the North West average, with a 
combined air quality ratio of 1.22, compared to the North West’s ratio of 1.13.  

• With the exception of Liverpool, Knowsley’s air has the highest concentration of 
pollutants of all the districts of Merseyside. 

13.14 Figure 13-5 also displays the Carbon Dioxide emissions in each area and shows that the 

Borough’s per capita CO2
 emissions are the same as for England as a whole, at 9.10 tonnes of 

CO2 per head of population.  This is lower than the North West figure of 9.20 tonnes per 

capita, although consumption of CO2
 in Wirral, Liverpool and Sefton is considerably lower 

than Knowsley Borough’s.   The chart in Figure 13-5 illustrates how Knowsley’s Carbon 

emissions compare with those nationally, regionally and sub regionally. CO2 emissions per 

1,000 population in the Borough  are lower than the Merseyside,  North West and national 

averages at 8.6 kt of carbon per 1,000 residents. Of this, the largest portion of emissions are 

as a result of Industry and Commercial activity, with domestic and road transport 

consumption accounting for less of the total. The proportion of Knowsley’s total emissions 

accounted for by industrial and commercial activity is 45%, which is the same as the 

Merseyside average, however the proportion of industrial and commercial emissions 

generated in Sefton and Wirral is much lower, and that carbon emissions generated in Halton 

are much larger at 7.5 kt per 1,000 residents.  

Figure 13-4: Carbon Dioxide Emissions per 1,000 population, 2004 

 

Source: DEFRA Local and Regional estimated of Carbon Emissions 
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Figure 13-5: Carbon Dioxide Emissions and Air Quality in Knowsley Borough and 
comparator areas 

 

Source: DEFRA (CO2) and ONS combined Air Quality Indicator (ONS Neighbourhood Statistics (Neighbourhood 
Renewal Unit, DCLG data as part of Indices of Deprivation, 2004)) © Crown copyright material is reproduced with 
the permission of the controller of HMSO. 

Biodiversity 

13.15 Biodiversity  within the Borough is a key environmental concern for Knowsley MBC and its 

partners. Under Policy ENV9 of the Knowsley Unitary Development Plan, Knowsley Borough 

has 63 sites of biological interest, 5 sites of local geographical interest and one nature reserve 

(Acornfield Plantation in Kirkby). Local site monitoring is carried out by the Merseyside 

Biodiversity Group, and covers 20% of sites identified in Knowsley’s UDP. In 2005, it was 

found that less than half of the monitored sites were being managed and that invasive plants 

were recorded in 10 of the 13 sites monitored. The most commonly recorded activities on the 

Borough’s monitored sites were walking, motor biking and tipping.  However, it was noted in 

the monitoring report that none of the sites showed any evidence of significant damage of 

loss as a result of these activities.  

Waste and Recycling 

13.16 In 2005/06, 452 kg of household waste per head of population was collected in Knowsley, the 

highest of all the Merseyside districts. Of more concern perhaps is the 10% increase in the 

amount of household waste collected per resident since 2004/05, an increase which is much 

larger than that of the other Merseyside districts, none of which saw waste increases in 

excess of 1.5% and in Liverpool and Wirral, the volume of waste collected actually decreased 

slightly.  
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Table 13-5: Waste and Recycling 2005/06 

 Household waste collected 

per head of population (kg) 

% change since 2004/05 

Knowsley 452 10.6% 

Liverpool 433 -0.9% 

Sefton 412 1.5% 

St Helens 450 1.4% 

Wirral 438 -0.6% 

Source: BVPI, Audit Commission 

13.17 Knowsley’s household recycling and composting rate is 13%, a rate which does not compare 

well with the Merseyside average of 18%. It is notable that the proportion of Knowsley’s 

households to which kerbside recycling collection is available (95.8%) is the lowest on 

Merseyside with the exception of Liverpool. In addition to relative underperformance on 

domestic recycling, Knowsley’s municipal recycling performance, which includes non domestic 

waste is also poor in comparison to other Merseyside districts and is actually several 

percentage points lower than the domestic rate. This indicates that there is potential to 

improve the recycling performance of businesses within Knowsley, which would have a large 

impact on the Borough’s performance.  

Figure 13-6: Local Authority recycling Rates, 2005/06 

 

Source: DEFRA 

13.18 The Regeneris Sustainable Prosperity Index (SPI) is an Index of Sustainable Economic 

Welfare which, for all local authority areas in England, provides an alternative to conventional 

measures of economic progress such as Gross Value Added. It takes household income as a 

starting point, makes adjustments for regional price differences, and takes into account the 
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time and costs involved in commuting and congestion, the value of unpaid domestic labour 

and the cost of greenhouse gas emissions. 

Table 13-6: Regeneris Sustainable Prosperity Index (SPI) 

 SPI Ranking (out of England 
districts) 

SPI (%  of England) 

North West 8 (of 9 GORs) 94% 

Knowsley 351 77% 

Liverpool 299 89% 

Sefton 292 90% 

St Helens 265 92% 

Wirral 101 106% 

Halton 344 82% 

Source: Regeneris Index of Sustainable Economic Wellbeing, 2007 

13.19 The Sustainable Prosperity Index for Knowsley is 23% below that for England, and ranks in 

the bottom three local authority districts nationally. This means that average household 

income, controlling for costs of commuting and congestion, price differentials and carbon 

emissions, is 23% below the national average in Knowsley. This is driven by relatively low 

base level of average household income.”   

Leisure and Culture 

13.20 Knowsley MBC’s contribution to culture services and outcomes are regularly assessed by the 

Audit Commission. Unfortunately, the Council’s Culture Service Assessment (CPA) score has 

recently fallen from 3* to 2*. Of the 18 cultural indicators assessed, three were within the 

lower quartile nationally, which resulted in the reduced rating. These indicators are: 

• Satisfaction with theatres and concert halls 

• Satisfaction with parks 

• Active borrowers 

13.21 Given that there are no theatres or concert halls within the Borough’s boundaries, it is 

unsurprising that Knowsley scored poorly on this indicator, however, it of more concern that 

the Borough performed poorly on the active borrowers indicator, which is a measure of the 

proportion on an area’s population who regularly borrow from one of the Borough’s libraries. 

Provision of library facilities within the Borough is good with 7 libraries distributed throughout 

the Borough, a housebound library service, which delivers books on a monthly basis to any 

resident who is unable to use their local library because of disability or a health problem as 

well as a mobile library service covering the whole Borough.      

13.22 While it has already been noted that Knowsley Borough has a high density of Green Flag 

parks within its boundaries, the message from the Audit Commission with regard to parks and 

open spaces echoes that of the 2005 Knowsley MBC General Residents’ Survey, implying that 

although the quality of these spaces appears to be good, there is clearly an issue which is 

impacting on resident’s satisfaction with them.   
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