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KNOWSLEY RESILIENCE MONITOR | Winter 2012/2013 

A quarterly monitor of the main indicators of economic pressure on 

people in Knowsley 

 

 
 

The winter 2012/ 2013 Knowsley Resilience Monitor continues to examine the impact of the recession and economic downturn on our 

residents and communities.  The focus remains on 4 key themes and includes a mixture of new analysis and updated information on 

datasets included in previous versions of the monitor. This monitor includes: 

 Analysis of the 2011 Census focusing on population and the diversity of the Borough. 

 Analysis of the labour market including a summary of the headline unemployment numbers, gender of Job Seekers Allowance 

(JSA) claimants in the Borough and the weekly earnings of residents. Further information on the labour market can be found via 

our regular Analysis of how the recession is impacting on household finances. This section includes analysis of the increasing price 

of household essentials including food prices.  

 Analysis of the resilience and confidence of the local housing market based on data of the number of buyers registering with local 

estate agents and how long it takes to sell a property in the Borough. 

 Geographic analysis of some of our key issues and a summary of the trends from our resident tracker survey. 

Links to a range of other analytical products can be found at the end of this report. 
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Key indicators | Economic pressures on Knowsley residents 

 Interest Rate  Jan 2013 
(Bank Rate)  0.5% 

(Previous quarter 
0.5%) 

The Bank of England rate remains unchanged at 0.5%. Mortgage applications rose in the 
last 3 months of 2012 - lending in November 2012 was 13% higher than the previous 
year. Potential buyers who are unable to raise a deposit more than 10% still have a very 
limited range of mortgage products to choose from. A survey by Moneyfacts found a 
total of 831 products available for buyers who could raise a 25% deposit. Just 84 
products were available for those who had a 5% deposit. 

 Inflation  Dec 2012 
(Consumer Prices Index)   2.7% 

(Sept – 2.2%) 

 

CPI annual inflation was 2.7 per cent in December 2012. This is an increase compared to 
the 2.2% reported in September but the rate has remained unchanged now for the last 
3 months In December 2011 the rate was 4.2%. The largest upward pressure came from 
the price increases in gas and electricity bills. 

 

Food Prices  Jan 2013 
(10 basic food items) 

 

 
Branded 

£16.53 

(£16.05) 

Budget  

£9.22 
(£8.85) 

The cost locally of both the branded and budget items have increased again since 
September 2012. It is expected that the price of many core food goods will increase 
over coming months as a result of bad weather hitting crops.  Prices show the total cost 
of a basket of 10 branded and equivalent ‘budget’ food items price-checked in 
Knowsley:  
Potatoes, Bread, Corn Flakes, Skimmed Milk, Fresh Chicken, Tinned Tuna, Apples, Eggs, Tea Bags, Butter 

 Fuel Prices Jan 2013  
(Avg. within 10 miles of Huyton, 
per litre) 

 
Unleaded  

134.6p 
(138.9p) 

Diesel 

141.6p    
(143.0p)   

Prices at the pump have fallen this quarter. Within 10 miles of Huyton the average price 
of a litre of unleaded is 134.6p (down from 138.9p in October 2012) and diesel is 141.6p 
(down from 143p in October 2012). Supermarkets continue to sell petrol cheaper than 
other retailers – the price gap within Knowsley for unleaded petrol is 10pence per litre 
between supermarkets and other retailers. 

 Public Transport Prices Sept 
2012 
(Avg. Local fare to Liverpool) 

 
Train (return) 

£4.40 
Bus 

£1.90 
 

A return to Liverpool now costs £4.40 (up from £3.90). Figures are based on average bus 
fare and peak return train fares to Liverpool from Huyton, Kirkby, Prescot/Whiston, and 
Halewood.  

 House Prices Nov 2012 
(based on sales and valuations)  £122,795 

(£118,849) 
Average Knowsley house prices down by £3,946 (-3.2%) since 2011. UK house prices 
registered their first annual rise since October 2010, rising by 1.3% in January compared 
with a year earlier though the outlook for 2013 remains unclear due to ongoing tough 
market conditions. 

 Rent Levels Feb 2012 
(3 bed roomed property)  

Private 

£544 
RSL 

£292 
There are no changes to these levels since July. Private rent levels remain at £544 with 
RSL rent levels at £292. 
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Census 2011 | The Population of the Borough 
 

In December, the ONS released the second wave of data from the 2011 Census, containing some headline labour market statistics at Local Authority level.  

Detailed Census briefings are available via the dedicated section of the Knowsley Facts and Figures Intranet page which can be accessed here or the Council’s  

main Internet site which can be accessed here.  

 

  

The Population of Knowsley 
 

The 2011 Census of England & Wales counted population as at 27 March. At this point the population of the Borough was 145,893. 
 
North Huyton Area Partnership Board is the most populated in the Borough with 28,740 residents (19.7%) followed by Prescot, Whiston, Cronton 
and Knowsley Village (PWCKV) APB (28,402, 19.5%). South Kirkby has the lowest population with 20,106 residents. Longview ward is the highest 
populated ward in the Borough with 8,726 residents. Stockbridge and Whitefield have the lowest levels of population. 

This map is reproduced from the Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of Her Majesty’s 

Stationery Office © Crown Copyright Unauthorised Reproduction Infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or 

civil Proceedings. Knowsley MBC. 100017655 (2013) 

 

http://bertha.knowsley.gov.uk/factsandfigures/Pages/Census2011.aspx
http://www.knowsley.gov.uk/your-council/information,-facts-and-figures.aspx
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Census 2011 | Diversity profile of the Borough 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ethnic Group England and 

Wales (%) 

North West (%) Knowsley (%) 

White 85.9 90.2 97.3 

Mixed 2.2 1.6 1.4 

Asian 7.5 6.3 1.0 

Black 3.4 1.3 0.4 

Other 1.0 0.6 0.2 

Ethnic 

Group 

2011 2001 Change 

White 141,858 

(97.3%) 

148,082 

(98.4%) 

Decrease of 4% 

Mixed 1,913 

(1.4%) 

1,253 

(0.8%) 

Increase of 53% 

Asian 1,403  

(1%) 

352  

(0.2%) 

*No comparison possible – see 

note 

Black 505 

(0.4%) 

317 

(0.2%) 

Increase of 59% 

Other 214 

(0.2%) 

455 

(0.3%) 

*No comparison possible – see 

note 

BME 4,035 2,377 Increase of 70% 

Total 145,893 150,459 Decrease of 3% 

Headline figures 
 

Ethnic diversity in Knowsley is significantly lower than the regional and 

national averages. 

2.7% of Knowsley’s population are from Black Ethnic Minority (BME) groups 

compared to 14.1% in England and Wales and 9.8% in the North West 

region.  

However, diversity in the Borough has increased in the last decade. 

BME population increased by 70% between 2001 and 2011 from 2,377 to 

4,035. Proportion of population from BME groups increased from 1.6% in 

2001 to 2.7% in 2011 

96.4% of the Borough’s population were born in England.  This is higher than 

the England and Wales rate of 80%. 

 1.2% of the Borough were born in other parts of the United Kingdom 

 

 0.6% of the population was born in Other EU nations. In England and 

Wales 3.6% of the population were born in Other EU nations 

 

 1.4% of the population were born elsewhere in the world 

Data source: Adapted from data from the Office for National Statistics licensed under the 

Open Government Licence v.1.0 

* No comparison possible for these groups. In 2001 Chinese were included in the Other category but in 2011 this 

ethnic group was included in the Asian category. 
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Census 2011 | Characteristics of Knowsley Households  

 
Characteristics of Knowsley Households 

 
  

The 2011 Census includes information that helps profile 

household characteristics.  

96.6% of Knowsley households have central heating. This is 

slightly lower than the England and Wales level of 97.3% but 

higher than the Liverpool rate of 95.2%. 

The proportion of households with central heating has risen 

significantly since the last Census undertaken. In 2001 76.7% of 

households at the time had central heating. 

Car ownership levels in the Borough have changed slightly since 

2001 though remain behind the national level. 

In 2011 37% of households had no access to a car. This has 

fallen slightly from 42% in 2001. In England and Wales the level 

of households with no access to a car is 25%. 

18% of households in the Borough have access to 2 or more 

cars compared to 24% nationally. In 2001 15% of households in 

the Borough had access to 2 or more cars. 

 

Data source: Adapted from data from the Office for National Statistics 

licensed under the Open Government Licence v.1.0 
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Labour Market | Key Statistics 

Headline statistics 

All data Dec 2012 unless 
stated - Source: NOMIS 

Knowsley  
(Dec 2012) 

Previous Quarter 
(Sept 2012) 

Previous Year   
(Dec 2011) 

Comments 

 JSA Claimants 
(% of working age popn) 
Male 
Female 

5,929 (6.3%) 
 

3,812 (8.5%) 
2,117 (4.3%) 

6,202 (6.4%) 
 

4,092 (8.9%) 
2,110 (4.2%) 

6,266 (6.7%) 
 

4,153 (9.3%) 
2,113 (4.3%) 

JSA claimant count fallen since Sept 2012. 
No significant changes in the gender split. 
Gap to LCR (5.3%) and GB (3.7%) remains 
but not widened in recent months. 

 JSA Claimants aged 18-24 
(% of all 18-24 yr olds) 
Male 
Female 

1,770 (12.8%) 
 

1,155 (17.1%) 
610 (8.6%) 

2,020 (13.2%) 
 

1,275 (16.6%) 
740 (9.4%) 

2,110 (15.2%) 
 

1,400 (20.7%) 
710 (10%) 

12.8% of current 18-24 population 
claiming JSA and rate has dropped by 
0.4% points since last year. More young 
males claiming JSA than females. 

JSA - more than 1 year 
(% of all JSA claimants) 
Male 
Female 

1,675 (28.2%) 
 

1,110 (18.7%) 
565 (9.5%) 

1,725 (27.8%) 
 

1,120 (18.1%) 
605 (9.7%) 

1,005 (16%) 
 

665 (10.6%) 
390 (6.2%) 

Rate of long-term JSA claimants has 
increased significantly compared to last 
year. 28% have received benefit for over 
1 year, up from 16% in Dec 2011.  

Worklessness (Feb 12) 
Male 
Female 

21,810 (22.6%) 
11,160 (23.3%) 
10,650 (21.3%) 

21,810 (22.6%) 
11,160 (23.3%) 
10,650 (21.3%) 

21,460 (22.3%) 
10,970 (23.9%) 
10,490 (20.8%) 

22.6% of the working age population of 
the Borough are currently claiming a key 
DWP out of work benefit. Feb 2012 will 
see an update on this data. 

IB/ESA Claimants 
Male 
Female 

11,910 (12.4%) 
6,350 (13.8%) 
5,560 (11%) 

To be updated Feb 2013 

11,910 (12.4%) 
6,350 (13.8%) 
5,560 (11%) 

11,990 (12.4%) 
6,440 (14%) 
5,550 (11%) 

The last year has seen no significant 
change in claimants for this benefit – 
around 12% of the WAP of the Borough 
claim one of these benefits. 

Lone Parent Claimants 
Male 
Female 

2,760 (2.9%) 
50 (0.1%) 

2,710 (5.4%) 
To be updated Feb 2013 

2,760 (2.9%) 
50 (0.1%) 

2,710 (5.4%) 

2,740 (2.8%) 
60 (0.1%) 

2,680 (5.3%) 

The lone parent claimant rate has 
remained stable over the last year – 
around 2.9% of the Borough’s working 
age population. 

JSA Claimants per unfilled 
vacancy 

7.5 10.9 13.9 The rate of 7.5 JSA claimants per unfilled 
vacancy is lower than previous periods 
and above the national rate of 3.7. 
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Labour Market – Benefit Claimants | Characteristics of JSA claimants 
 

Changing nature of claimant characteristics 

 
  

Source: NOMIS download January 2013  

Source: NOMIS downloads, July 2012 Source: ONS Census release 2012 

In 2009 78% of 

JSA claimants 

in the Borough 

were male 

By November 

2012 this 

proportion had 

reduced to 63% 

The number of residents claiming Job 

Seekers Allowance (JSA) in the Borough 

has remained consistent over the last 

couple of years. 

The red line on the chart shows the 

number of JSA claimants in the Borough 

which has stayed relatively steady 

around the 6,000 per month mark – 6% 

of the Borough’s working age 

population. 

The level of female JSA claimants has 

increased since 2009.  

In March 2009 21% of the Knowsley JSA 

cohort were female (1,345) and by the 

end of 2012 the proportion had risen to 

36% of the cohort (2,117 individuals). 

The impact of redundancies in the 

public sector has had an impact on 

female employment. Many of the jobs 

lost are in part time public/service 

sector roles and the impact of this loss 

of household income will be substantial 

for many residents. 

Source: NOMIS, January 2013 
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Labour Market | Weekly Earnings 
 

How much do Knowsley residents earn?    

 
 
 

 

Source: NOMIS downloads, July 2012 

Latest data on weekly wages shows that 

Knowsley residents are paid lower than 

national counterparts. The Annual Survey of 

Hours and Earnings 2012 estimate that the 

average gross weekly wage for a Knowsley 

resident is £451. This compares to £508 

nationally – 11% lower. 

The average wages for a male in Knowsley is 

estimated to be £502 (9% lower than 

national level) while the level for females is 

£387 (13% lower than national level) 

The rate for male wages has increased by £36 

(8%) in the last year while the average wage 

for females has fallen by 3% (£12).   

Workplace wage rates (based on people who 

work in Knowsley - £492 a week) are, on 

average, higher (by 9%) than resident wage 

rates (based on people who live in Knowsley - 

£451 a week). This reflects a high proportion 

of residents working outside the Borough. 

The gap is higher for males than females. 

Source: NOMIS, January 2013 

 

 

 

Source: ONS Census release 2012 
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Key Indicators | Tracking economic pressures 

Inflation  

 
 
CPI Analysis 
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Inflation as measured by the Consumer Price Index* (CPI) 

remained at 2.7% in December 2012.  

The rate has remained at this level for the last 3 months though 

has risen from the 2.2% reported in the September resilience 

monitor. 

This chart focuses on the individual elements that make up the 

wider CPI rate of 2.7% and shows the % change over a 12-month 

period. 

The most significant upward contributions to the CPI 12-month 
rate to December 2012 came from: 
 

- Housing & household services: contributed 0.6 percentage 
points, with the majority of the contribution split pretty 
evenly between rents and home fuel bills. 

- Food & non-alcoholic beverages: contributed 0.4 
percentage points, with vegetables, meat and 
confectionary accounting for three quarters of the 
contribution. 

- Education: contributed 0.4 percentage points, with the 
upward effect coming predominantly from university 
tuition fees. 

- Restaurants & hotels: contributed 0.4 percentage points, 
with the majority of the contribution coming from catering 
services 

 
*Source: ONS Monthly Inflation Report 
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Food Prices| Impact on Family Finances  
 

 
  

Product  Price (pence) 

Dec 
2011 

Dec  
2012 

Best beef mince (kg) 682 745 

Pork Sausages (kg) 432 458 

Fresh Chicken (per kg) 317 311 

White loaf 116 130 

Butter (250g) 140 139 

Cheddar Cheese (per kg) 807 783 

Milk (pint) 46 46 

Potatoes (per kg) 63 89 

Broccoli (per kg) 211 246 

Apples (per kg) 172 191 

Tomatoes (per kg) 198 206 

Salmon Fillets (per kg) 1450 1619 

Eggs (per dozen) 311 325 

Carrots (per kg) 84 90 

National food prices 
 

The cost of food continued to rise in 2012. The annual rate of inflation 

for food was 4% and compared to November 2012 food prices in 

December rose by 1.2%. Vegetables, meat and confectionary 

accounted for the majority of the upward pressures on food prices. 

The table shows some specific items and the increases over the last 

year and in conjunction with the local food price analysis provides a 

usual guide to the increasing pressures on weekly budgets.  

In December 2011 the list of goods included in the table totalled 

£50.29. In December 2012 the cost had increased to £53.78. 

The weather over the summer months was poor with high levels of 

rainfall in many places of the country. This has led to speculation that 

the price of key food goods (such as potatoes and vegetables) may 

increase over coming months. Variable weather globally in places 

such as Asia and North America has also led to Government agencies 

and the United Nations to warn of potential increases in key products 

such as rice and flour based products (bread, pasta etc). 

Source: ONS monthly CPI report 
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Housing | Confidence in the local housing market 

 
Registered Buyers in Knowsley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowsley Sales to Asking Price 

 
  

In the month prior to November 2012 there has been a 7.8% increase in 
potential buyers looking to purchase a home in the borough, a greater 
increase than in any other local authority area in the Liverpool City Region.  
 
The amount of newly registered buyers on the Knowsley Housing Market has 
increased year on year by 14% points,  an increase that is slightly ahead of the 
Liverpool City Region average of 13.2% points, and a greater improvement in 
total new buyers than any other LCR authority with the exception of St 
Helens. 
 
Data from Rightmove shows some areas of the Borough are experiencing an 
increase in property searches compared to last January. Searches for 
properties in Halewood and Kirkby are up compared to last year.  

This graph shows the typical proportion of the asking price that is achieved 

for all sales agreed over the month. 

 

 The data comes from Hometrack's monthly survey of estate agents. 

Knowsley house prices have normalised over the last twelve months 

indicating that prices are becoming more realistic for potential buyers and the 

availability of affordable credit is becoming easier. 

 
Source: Hometrack report January 2013 
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Geographical hotspots | Top 5 wards for the top 10 issues  
   

    

     

1. Shevington 
2. Park 
3. Northwood 
4. Whitefield 
5. Kirkby Central 
6. Cherryfield 
7. Prescot West 
8. Stockbridge 
9. Longview 
10. Prescot East 
11. Page Moss 

 

 

 

12. Whiston North 

13. St Michaels 

14. St Bartholomews 

15. Swanside 

16. Roby 

17. St Gabriels 

18. Whiston South 

19. Halewood North 

20. Halewood West 

21. Halewood South 

 

IB/SDA 
Claimants        

(> 123 claimants 
per 1000 working 

age population                    
Feb 2012) 

ESA Claimants 
(> 6 claimants per    
1000 working age 

population Feb 
2012) 

Anti-Social 
Behaviour               

(> 61 incidents per 
1000 population in 

2012) 

Crime                 
(> 89 crimes per    
1000 population 

in 2012) 

Lone Parent 
Claimants 

(>25claimants per 
1000 working age 

population Feb 2012) 
 

Worklessness 

(>189 claimants 
per 1000 working 

age population 
Feb 2012) 

 

Life Expectancy 
in Males               

(< 74 years of age 
2006-2010) 

Life Expectancy 
in Females               

(< 78.6 years of age 
2006-2010) 

Educational 
Attainment               

(< 33.7% 
achieving 5 A*-C 
GCSEs including 

English and Maths 
2010/11) 

 

This series of maps focus on ten key issues across the wards 
of Knowsley. There are no major changes since the last 
report.  

- Higher levels of worklessness and benefit claimant in 
Stockbridge, Longview, Kirkby Central and 
Northwood 

- Page Moss and Kirkby Central wards higher rates of 
crime and anti social behaviour. Whitefield and St 
Bartholomew’s are both influenced by impact of 
town centres. 

Many of these wards also see lower life expectancy and 
poorer attainment levels. 

JSA Claimants 
under 6 

months     (> 49 
claimants per 1000 

working age 
population                         
Dec 2012) 
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Tracker Survey | Core Questions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The charts below summarise some of the key trends to date for questions we have tracked on a regular basis. New results from the January 2012 tracker survey are included and 

future reports will focus on some of the specific themes we are beginning to survey as well as these core tracked themes.  
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65% of respondents stated they were either happy or very happy 
when surveyed in October 2012.  
 
On average since April 2009, 7 out of 10 people feel generally happy. 

The trend is a declining one though but given the backdrop of this 

question (recession, negative media stories) this is perhaps not an 

unexpected trend. 

 
Residents in North Kirkby had the highest happiness levels (85% 

were either fairly or very happy).  North Huyton residents reported 

the lowest levels of happiness with 47% stating they were either 

very of fairly happy. 

 

15% of residents perceived tension in their communities 
when surveyed in October 2012. This is the lowest level 
reported since April 2009. 
 
On average since April 2009, 1 in 4 residents believe that 
there is tension between different groups in their area. The 
long term trend is a declining one. 
 
Residents in North Huyton and North Kirkby perceived higher 

levels of tension with 26% agreeing that there were signs of it 

their communities. Halewood and PWCKV residents reported 

the lowest levels of tension with 15%. 
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Tracker Survey | Internet Usage in Knowsley 
 

Measuring the access to and use of the internet in Knowsley 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Social networking and personal banking are some of 

the most popular activities for Knowsley residents who 

use the internet. 

Paying household bills and price comparison websites 

are also popular activities with around 1 in 3 residents 

stating they frequently use the net for these purposes. 

Grocery shopping over the internet remains lower – 

only 7% of residents said they used the internet for 

this purpose.  

Residents who don’t make use of the internet were 

asked why – 46% stated they had no interest in it with 

nearly 1 in 4 saying they didn’t know how to use it. 

 

Overall use of the internet Main uses of the internet 

Reasons for not using the internet 

69% of our residents said they use the 

internet.  

Residents in South Huyton had the 

highest positive response rate (77%) 

with North Huyton residents having 

the lowest internet usage (61%). 

 

 
Who uses the internet? 

Younger residents are more 

likely to use the internet – 

95% of those surveyed aged 

between 16 and 24 said 

they used the internet. 29% 

of those aged over 65 said 

they used the internet. 

Source: Knowsley Resident 

Tracker Survey, 2013 

 

24

46

30

Reasons for not using internet

Don't know how to 
use it

No interest

No access at 
home/mobile
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Further Information | Links to Further Reading 
 
 

 

 Information on the 2011 Census can be found here (http://bertha.knowsley.gov.uk/factsandfigures/Pages/Census2011.aspx) 

 

 Monthly labour market bulletin can be found here   (http://bertha.knowsley.gov.uk/factsandfigures/Pages/Resilience%20Monitors.aspx) 

and also on our Facts and Figures page on the Council’s website which can be accessed here.  

 

 A more in-depth needs monitoring report on Household Budget Pressures can be found here 

(http://bertha.knowsley.gov.uk/factsandfigures/Documents/Household-Budget-Pressures.pdf) 

 

 Trends from our residents tracker survey (further information on customer insight can be found via our Policy, Impact and Intelligence 

‘Facts and Figures site’ accessed here   (http://bertha.knowsley.gov.uk/factsandfigures/Pages/Insights.aspx) 
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