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KNOWSLEY RESILIENCE MONITOR | October 2012 

A quarterly monitor of the main indicators of economic pressure on 

people in Knowsley 

 

  

The October 2012 Knowsley Resilience Monitor continues to examine the impact of the ongoing recession and economic downturn on our 

residents and communities.  The focus remains on 3 key themes and includes a mixture of new analysis and updated information on datasets 

included in previous versions of the monitor. 

 Analysis of the labour market including a summary of the headline unemployment numbers, analysis of skills levels in the Borough, the 

levels of ‘workless households’ and analysis of the duration of JSA claimants in the Borough. Further information on the labour market could 

be found via our regular Labour Market statistics bulletin produced by Policy, Impact and Intelligence located on our facts and figures which 

can be accessed here   (http://bertha.knowsley.gov.uk/factsandfigures/Pages/Resilience%20Monitors.aspx) 

 Analysis of how the ongoing recession is impacting on household finances. This section includes analysis of the increasing price of 

household essentials including food, petrol and utility bills. There is also some updated data from the Knowsley foodbank project. 

 The resilience of the housing market is also analysed in this monitor. The problems facing first time buyers is focused on with our 

affordability analysis and the ongoing pressures for homeowners is analysed using information on mortgage repossessions and 

homelessness prevention. 

The final section includes a geographic analysis of some of our key issues and a summary of the trends from our residents tracker survey (further 

information on customer insight can be found via our Policy, Impact and Intelligence ‘Facts and Figures site’ accessed here   

http://bertha.knowsley.gov.uk/factsandfigures/Pages/Insights.aspx) 

 

 

 

 

http://bertha.knowsley.gov.uk/factsandfigures/Pages/Resilience%20Monitors.aspx
http://bertha.knowsley.gov.uk/factsandfigures/Pages/Insights.aspx
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Key indicators | Economic pressures on Knowsley residents 

 Interest Rate  Sept 2012 
(Bank Rate)  0.5% 

(Previous quarter 
0.5%) 

The Bank of England rate remains unchanged at 0.5%. September saw a 10% fall in mortgage 
lending levels compared to August and levels are 15% lower than last year. A lack of 
competitive lending rates, especially for first time buyers (who have a 95% requirement), 
remains a blockage in the housing market. Lower mortgage rates are available but only with 
high deposits. Tesco have recently launched a 1.99% mortgage but this requires a 40% deposit. 

 Inflation  Sept 2012 
(Consumer Prices Index)   2.2% 

(July – 2.4%) 

 

CPI annual inflation was 2.2 per cent in September 2012, down from 2.4 per cent in July. It is 
now at its lowest since November 2009, when it was 1.9 per cent. It is expected that this rate 
will start to rise in coming months with upward pressures coming from utility bills, fuel prices 
and food prices. 

 

Food Prices  Sept 2012 
(10 basic food items) 

 

 
Branded 

£16.05 
(£15.28) 

Budget  

£8.85 
(£8.23) 

The cost locally of both the branded and budget items have increases slightly since July. It is 
expected that the price of many core food goods will increase over coming months as a result 
of bad weather hitting crops.  Prices show the total cost of a basket of 10 branded and 
equivalent ‘budget’ food items price-checked in Knowsley:  
Potatoes, Bread, Corn Flakes, Skimmed Milk, Fresh Chicken, Tinned Tuna, Apples, Eggs, Tea Bags, Butter 

 Fuel Prices Sept 2012 
(Avg. within 10 miles of Huyton, 
per litre) 

 
Unleaded  

138.8p 
(131.9p) 

Diesel 

143.0p    
(136.4p)   

Prices at the pump have risen again this quarter. Within 10 miles of Huyton the average price of 
a litre of unleaded is 138.8p (up from 131.9p in July) and diesel is 143.0p (up from 136.4p in 
July). Filling an unleaded 60 litre car is now £4 more expensive than in July. Supermarkets 
continue to sell petrol cheaper than other retailers – the price gap within Knowsley for 
unleaded petrol is 10pence per litre between supermarkets and other retailers. 

 Public Transport Prices Sept 
2012 
(Avg. Local fare to Liverpool) 

 
Train (return) 

£3.90 
Bus 

£1.90 
 

Fares have remained unchanged since the increases in January. The average rail fare is now 
£3.90. Figures are based on average bus fare and peak return train fares to Liverpool from 
Huyton, Kirkby, Prescot/Whiston, and Halewood.  

 House Prices July 2012 
(Overall property sale prices HM 
Land registry via Hometrack) 

 £112,226 
(£115,898) 

Average house price (sales) has fallen by just over £3,600 since April 2012 (3.1%). The average 
price in May 2011 was £118,031 which represents a reduction of nearly £6,000 in 12 months. 

 Rent Levels Feb 2012 
(3 bed roomed property)  

Private 

£544 
RSL 

£292 
There are no changes to these levels since July. Private rent levels remain at £544 with RSL rent 
levels at £292. 
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Census 2011 | Headline Population Trends  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headline figures 
 

The 2011 Census of England & Wales counted population as at 27 March. The 
first results were published on Monday 16 July. 
 
The headlines from the first set of results were: 
 

• Knowsley’s response rate increased from 90% in 2001 to 93% in 2011  
• Knowsley population fell by 3% (over 4,500) between 2001-2011 

(150,459 to 145,900) (note: some ONS publications are showing a 
reduction of 3.5%. The difference is due to the ONS rounding figures the 
nearest 1,000) 

• England &Wales (E&W) population grew by 3.7 million (7.1%) since 2001, 
from 52.4 million 56.1 million  

• Largest growth in the population in E&W since first census in 1801 
• Liverpool City Region (LCR) population grew by 26,766 (1.8%).  

- Liverpool and Halton experienced the greatest increases 
• Knowsley is fairly evenly split in terms of gender: 

52.6% (76,600) female and 47.4%  (69,300) male 
• Older population - particularly 85+ males - had biggest % increase  
• Knowsley and LCR show 40-44’s having the largest % of people  

(E&W largest group is 30-44) 
• Census also provides range of alternative population estimates including 

GP register counts (159,100 as at April 2011 using this data source). 
 
Further, more detailed, releases from the Census will be done from November 
2012 onwards. The most up to date briefings can be found on our Census 2011 
section of the Pii ‘Facts and Figures’ site which can be accessed here. 

6 would be aged between 0 and 4 

19 would be aged between 5 and 19 

31 would be aged between 20 and 44 

22 would be aged between 45 to 59 

14 would be aged between 60 to 74 

8 would be aged over 75 

 

53 would be female 

47 would be male 

If Knowsley were a village of 100 

people..... 

 

 Source: ONS Census release 2012 

http://bertha.knowsley.gov.uk/factsandfigures/Pages/Census2011.aspx
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Labour Market | Key Statistics 

Headline statistics 

All data Sept 2012 unless 
stated - Source: NOMIS 

Knowsley  
(Sept 2012) 

Previous Quarter 
(July 2012) 

Previous Year   
(Sept 2011) 

Comments 

 JSA Claimants 
(% of working age popn) 
Male 
Female 

6,202 (6.4%) 
 

4,092 (8.9%) 
2,110 (4.2%) 

6,202 (6.4%) 
 

4,092 (8.9%) 
2,110 (4.2%) 

6,274 (6.5%) 
 

4,077 (8.9%) 
2,197 (4.4%) 

JSA claimant count remains steady 
compared to last quarter/year at 6.4%. 
No significant changes in the gender split. 
Gap to LCR (5.6%) and GB (3.8%) remains 
but not widened in recent months. 

 JSA Claimants aged 18-24 
(% of all 18-24 yr olds) 
Male 
Female 

2,020 (13.2%) 
 

1,275 (16.6%) 
740 (9.4%) 

1,975 (12.9%) 
 

1,285 (16.7%) 
690 (9.1%) 

2,075 (13.6%) 
 

1,345 (17.5%) 
730 (9.6%) 

13.2% of current 18-24 population 
claiming JSA and rate has dropped by 
0.4% points since last year. More young 
males claiming JSA than females. 

JSA - more than 1 year 
(% of all JSA claimants) 
Male 
Female 

1,725 (27.8%) 
 

1,120 (18.1%) 
605 (9.7%) 

1,495 (24.1%) 
 

970 (15.6%) 
525 (8.4%) 

830 (13.2%) 
 

570 (9.1%) 
260 (4.1%) 

Rate of long-term JSA claimants has 
increased significantly compared to last 
year. 27% have received benefit for over 1 
year, up from 13% in Sept 2011. More 
info on this is included in this monitor. 

Worklessness (Feb 12) 
Male 
Female 

21,810 (22.6%) 
11,160 (23.3%) 
10,650 (21.3%) 

21,460 (22.3%) 
10,970 (23.9%) 
10,490 (20.8%) 

21,620 (22.1%) 
10,910 (23.8%) 
10,380 (20.6%) 

22.6% of the working age population of 
the Borough are currently claiming a key 
DWP out of work benefit 

IB/ESA Claimants 
Male 
Female 

11,910 (12.4%) 
6,350 (13.8%) 
5,560 (11%) 

11,990 (12.4%) 
6,440 (14.0%) 
5,550 (11%) 

12,150 (12.6%) 
6,560 (14.3%) 
5,590 (11.1%) 

The last year has seen no significant 
change in claimants for this benefit – 
around 12% of the WAP of the Borough 
claim one of these benefits. 

Lone Parent Claimants 
Male 
Female 

2,760 (2.9%) 
50 (0.1%) 

2,710 (5.4%) 

2,740 (2.8%) 
60 (0.1%) 

2,680 (5.3%) 

2,800 (2.9%) 
60 (0.1%) 

2,740 (5.4%) 

The lone parent claimant rate has 
remained stable over the last year – 
around 2.9% of the Borough’s working 
age population. 

JSA Claimants per unfilled 
vacancy 

10.9 6.4 7.9 The rate of 10.9 JSA claimants per unfilled 
vacancy is higher than previous periods 
and above the national rate of 4.2. 

Source: NOMIS download October 2012 
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Labour Market | Headline Trend Statistics 

Key labour market statistics trends 
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This series of charts track the long-term trends for JSA claimant 

levels, worklessness trends and JSA claimants per vacancy. 

For both JSA claimant levels and worklessness the patterns remain 

consistent – levels are above both the LCR and GB level but this 

gap has not widened significantly over the last few years. 

The claimants per vacancy chart shows the fluctuations 

experienced in the local labour market. The national trend is 

slightly declining yet for Knowsley there are some sharp troughs 

and spikes in the levels. 

 

 
Source: ONS Census release 2012 
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Labour Market – Benefit Claimants | Increasing Levels of Longer Term Claimants 
 

Increasing levels of long-term JSA claimants  
Source: NOMIS downloads, July 2012 
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The number of residents claiming JSA for 

over a year in Knowsley is increasing. It is 

vital that once residents are out of work 

they find new employment quickly rather 

than become long-term claimants yet the 

current economic downturn and economic 

stagnation is making this harder. 

The chart to the right tracks JSA claimants by 

the duration of claim since March 2009. 

In  March 2009 72% of the whole cohort had 

claimed for less than six months (shown in 

the blue column) and 9% had claimed for 

over a year (in the green and purple colour). 

Over time the pattern in the columns starts 

to shift with the proportion on the benefit 

for longer increasing. 

In September 2012 54% of the whole JSA 

cohort had claimed for less than six months 

(down from 72% in 2009) and 28% had 

claimed for over a year (up from 9% in 

2009). 

 

 

Source: ONS Census release 2012. Please note some figures may vary slightly with other NOMIS data due to 

type of download used for this chart 
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Labour Market – Benefit Claimants | Worklessness in Knowsley 
 
A detailed download on key DWP benefits is released each quarter. The download looks at ‘worklessness’ and is classified as those claiming a key DWP income 
related benefit (Job seekers allowance, Incapacity benefit, Lone parent benefit, Employment support allowance and other income related benefits). This 
information is from February 2012 (released in August 2012). Monthly labour market bulletins are available via the PII division ‘Facts & Figures’ site on Bertha for 
more information on unemployment and benefit trends. 

 
How many people are workless in Knowsley?  Worklessness – an area cut   
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Source: NOMIS downloads, July 2012 

Worklessness varies 

across Knowsley. North 

Huyton and South 

Kirkby have the highest 

levels (29% of the 

WAP). 

At a ward level 

Stockbridge is nearly 3 

times higher the 

national figure and all 

but 2 wards are above 

the national level of 

12.3% 

 

 

There are a total of 21,810 residents aged 16 to 64 in 

Knowsley who are classed as ‘workless’. This represents 

22.6% of the working age population (WAP). Nationally 

this rate is 12.5%. 

The chart below shows the distribution of the workless 

population by APB. 1 in 4 of Knowsley’s workless 

residents live in North Huyton with Halewood having 

the lowest proportion (11% of the total). 

Source: NOMIS, August 2012 

 

 

21,810 
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Workless Households | Regional Comparisons 

The Office of National Statistics recently published data looking at workless households. A workless household is “a household that contains at least one person 
aged 16 to 64, where no one aged 16 or over is in employment” 
 

Workless households       Trends Since 2004  
 
  In 2011 24.8% of households in Knowsley were classed as 

workless. The national rate was 18.9%. 

Liverpool has the highest level of workless households in the 

country with 31.6%. 

Sickness or disability is the main reason for being workless across 

the country. 

This chart looks at the trends in workless households since 2004. 

The rate in Knowsley has actually fallen from 28% in 2004 to 24% in 

2011. This is an improvement relative to the rest of Merseyside, but it 

still above both the regional and national levels. 

 

 

 

Source: ONS Workless Households by Region, 2011 
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Skills | Working Age Skills Levels in Knowsley 

Skills – Gaps in qualification levels 
 
 
  

There are currently 16,900 working age residents without any 

qualifications in Knowsley.    

This accounts for around one in five of the 16-64 population; almost 

twice the national level.  

 In order to keep up with the national rate, Knowsley would need 

6,900 fewer residents with no skills and 3,800 fewer to match the 

City Region average. 

The charts to the right show the ‘Skills Gap’ for GCSEs, A-levels  and 

Degrees between the Borough’s residents and their working age 

counterparts in the City Region and Great Britain.  

The UK Commission’s Employer Skills Survey 2011 is the first UK-wide 

employer survey and looks at a host of measures to provide a 

comprehensive picture of the UK economy.  Detailed results broken 

down by Local Enterprise Partnership areas provide insight from 

Knowsley residents’ potential employers across the Liverpool City 

Region. 

Just over half of LCR organisations had staff who trained towards a 

nationally recognised qualification in the twelve months preceding 

the survey.  The chart to the right shows that, whilst LCR employees 

are more likely to train towards an NVQ Level 2 or 3 qualifications 

than their national counterparts, they are less likely to be working 

towards degree-level qualifications.  
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Key Indicators | Tracking economic pressures 

 
Inflation  

 
 
CPI Analysis 
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This chart focuses on the individual elements that make up 

the wider CPI rate of 2.2% and shows the % change over a 

12-month period. 

The main upward pressures on the 12-month CPI rate came 

from an increase in transport costs (via fuel prices and air 

fare increases) and catering. 

 

 

Source: ONS Monthly CPI report 

 

 

 

Inflation as measured by the Consumer Price Index* (CPI) fell to 2.2% in September 2012. This is the 

slowest rate of inflation since November 2009, when it was 1.9 per cent. 

The recent decreases in the CPI rate may alleviate some of the pressures on household income and 

as the previous table shows some recent price reductions (in fuel and some key food goods) may 

also contribute to this but it is expected that the rate will start to increase in coming months. 

The recent increase in prices for both gas and electricity announced by many utility providers could 

see the CPI rate increase towards the end of 2012/early 2013. Predicted increases in food prices due 

to poor harvests will also see the pressure on household finances grow in coming months.  The chart 

below examines the upward/downward pressures on the CPI rate. 

  * excludes mortgage interest 
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Food Prices| Impact on Family Finances  
 

 
  

Product (pence) Sept 
2011 

Sept  
2012 

Best beef mince (kg) 625 742 

Pork Sausages (kg) 425 431 

Fresh Chicken (per kg) 324 307 

White loaf 121 124 

Butter (250g) 143 134 

Cheddar Cheese (per kg) 795 792 

Milk (pint) 46 46 

Potatoes (per kg) 66 73 

Broccoli (per kg) 218 223 

Apples (per kg) 184 173 

Tomatoes (per kg) 193 208 

Salmon Fillets (per kg) 1514 1566 

Eggs (per dozen) 316 322 

Carrots (per kg) 79 89 

As the cost of living rises, the pressure on household and family incomes increases. 

The CPI inflation rate data shows an increase of 2% in food prices over the last year. 

The table shows some specific items and the increases over the last year and in 

conjunction with the local food price analysis provides a usual guide to the 

increasing pressures on weekly budgets.  

Increasing food prices are important not only to economic resilience but also the 

health of local residents if key food groups such as meat, vegetables and fruit are 

increasing in cost then low price yet unhealthy alternatives may well be used 

instead. 

Global food prices over the last few years have increased steadily as the chart 

shows and although the September CPI figure is the lowest since 2009 it is 

anticipated that increasing food prices in coming months will see this figure start to 

rise again. 

The weather over the summer months was poor with high levels of rainfall in many 

places of the country. This has led to speculation that the price of key food goods 

(such as potatoes and vegetables) may increase over coming months. Variable 

weather globally in places such as Asia and North America has also led to 

Government agencies and the United Nations to warn of potential increases in key 

products such as rice and flour based products (bread, pasta etc). 

 

Source: ONS monthly CPI report, October 2012, BBC and The Guardian articles on food shortages 

and the weather 
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Food Poverty | Impact on Family Finances  
 
Food banks – Quick Facts       Knowsley Food Bank 
          
  
 

 
          
    
 
      
    
          
  

     
 
 
 
 
  

There is growing evidence that some families are struggling to meet even the basic 
demand of affording food. 13 million people nationally are estimated to be below 
the poverty line and the use of ‘food banks’ to feed families is becoming another 
side effect of the ongoing recession. Nationally: 
 

 128,697 people in 2011/12 used food banks 

 This is double the previous year 

 By 2015, 500,000 people are predicted to be using such schemes 

 There are now 201 food banks operating nationally. Last year alone 101 
opened 

 Low incomes and delays/problems with benefits are the main reasons for 
growth in the number of these schemes 

 
The Knowsley foodbank figures for June to September 2012 show: 
 

 336 vouchers were handed out to a total of 788 people (in the previous 9 
month period 389 vouchers were handed out so early indications are that 
demand is increasing) 

 53% of vouchers were for adults, 47% for children 

 The majority of vouchers were for Knowsley residents though residents of 
North Liverpool also asked for help 

 Northwood, Cherryfield, Kirkby Central and Whitefield were the top wards 
in the Borough 

 Benefit delays and changes were the main reasons behind relying on the 
foodbank (50% of total) followed by debt, low income and refusal of crisis 
loan 

 78% of family types seeking help were either single or single parents 

 Source: Trussell Trust website 

 

 Source: Trussell Trust website 
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Petrol Prices | Pressures facing Knowsley residents  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Cost of Petrol 
 

The increasing cost of petrol continues to place a strain on the finances 

of families and businesses. 

The first chart shows the upward trend in a price of fuel. Since 2005 

both unleaded and diesel fuel has increased by 48%. Unleaded fuel 

increased from 93.5 pence in 2005 to 138.4 pence in 2012 with diesel 

fuel increasing from 96.6 pence in 2005 to 143.3 pence in 2012. 

The impact on family spending is shown in the second chart which 

analyses the cost of filling a 60 litre family car (such as a Ford Focus). In 

2005 this would cost £56.10 but in 2012 this has increased to £83.04. If 

families are filling up on average 3 times a month this is an extra £80 a 

month. 

The increase in costs has lead to a recent fall in consumption. Petrol 

deliveries were down by 11% in Q2 2012 compared to 2011. 

Supermarkets continue to sell petrol cheaper than the main oil 

companies and often use loyalty cards/promotional offers to provide 

additional discounts to customers based on in-store spending levels. 

January 2013 will see further increases in prices at the pump with the 

planned changes to fuel duty and tax. This would see an increase of 3 

pence per litre. Previous increases (one was due to come into force in 

August 2012) were cancelled and political pressure will no doubt be on 

the Chancellor again to cancel this rise. 
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average car. £27 

more than in 2005 
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has increased by 

48% since 2005. 



KNOWSLEY RESILIENCE MONITOR | OCTOBER 2012 

PRODUCED BY POLICY, IMPACT AND INTELLIGENCE | KNOWSLEY COUNCIL | ENQUIRIES: 0151 443 3067 | 15 
 

 

Household Energy Bills | Pressures facing Knowsley residents  

 

        
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Provider Gas Electricity When 

Scot Power 7% increase 7% increase Dec 2012 

SSE 9% increase 9% increase Oct 2012 

British Gas 6% increase 6% increase Nov 2012 

Npower 8.8% increase 9.1% increase Nov 2012 

EoN and EDF yet to announce changes (as at 18th October) 

The rising cost of utility bills 
 

The pressure of rising household utility bills continues to increase. 

October 2012 saw many of the main utilities providers increase the 

prices for gas and electricity. 

The cost of household utility bills has increased steadily over the 

last 10 years and projections are for them to carry on this upward 

trend as reserves become depleted and government policies push 

up prices. Between 2007 and 2010 gas bills have risen by 40% and 

electricity bills by 25% pushing the average household energy bill to 

over £1200. 

Pressure on the government to cut prices or encourage suppliers to 

offer cheaper tariffs continues as many residents will be paying 

higher energy prices as they use ‘pay as you use’ tariffs rather than 

online set tariffs that offer fixed, lower prices over a set period. 

Recent energy price changes are shown below: 

 

£326 

£762 

£256

£489

0 

100 

200 

300 

400 

500 

600 

700 

800 

900 

2002   2003   2004   2005   2006   2007   2008   2009   2010   2011   

A
n

n
u

al
 B

ill
 (

£
)

Annual average household utility bills (2002-2011)

Gas Electricity

Gas bills 

increased by 

40% between 
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Fuel Poverty | Pressures facing Knowsley residents (from March 2012) 
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Fuel poverty in Knowsley 
 

Nearly 1 in 5 households (around 14,500) in Knowsley are classed as living in 

‘fuel poverty’ (defined as the need to spend more than 10% of household income to 

achieve adequate levels of warmth in the home.  

Projections show that by 2016 8.5 million people nationally will be unable to 

pay their fuel bills resulting in nearly 3,000 deaths.  

In Knowsley North Huyton has the highest level of fuel poverty (32%) with 

Halewood having the lowest level at 18%. Knowsley is above the LCR and 

national levels. Problem not only a financial and debt one but a serious 

health and wellbeing risk for key vulnerable groups (young families, elderly 

and low income families). 

Mapping fuel poverty in Knowsley 
 

 
 

Darker colours 

show higher levels 

of fuel poverty (is 

% of households at 

super output area) 

 

 Source: DECC report, January 2012 and BBC news article, March 2012 
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Disposable Income | Level of Household Incomes 

 
  Disposable Income 
 

The Office of National Statistics (ONS) has recently published data on 
household disposable income from 2010. Gross Disposable Household 
Income (GDHI) is measured at a regional level and with this dataset 
Knowsley is included in the ‘East Merseyside’ area with Halton and St 
Helen’s. 
 
GDHI simply defined looks at household income after taxes and 
benefits are deducted. 
 
Nationally GDHI per head in 2010 was £15,709. The highest area was 
London (£20,238) and the North West regional GDHI was £14,176. 
 
The ‘East Merseyside’ area had a GDHI of £13,469 (slightly above the 
Liverpool figure of £12,766). 
 
Growth in GDHI between 2008 and 2009 was 5.2% nationally and the 
recession had a clear impact on this income growth. In East Merseyside 
this growth was 3.2%. 
 
The GDHI has increased in ‘East Merseyside’ between 1997 and 2010 
but remains behind the national average. 
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Housing | Affordability of Housing in Knowsley 

 
Mortgage Costs in Knowsley 
 
 

 
          
    
 
      
    
          
  

     
Affordability by Property Type 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The following chart highlights the current monthly cost of a typical 
mortgage* in the Borough, based on varying degrees of deposit.   
 
Depending on the deposit available from the purchaser:  
 
 The current monthly mortgage cost for a 1 bed flat varies from £250 

to £300 per calendar month.  
 

 A typical 2 bed mortgage varies in cost from a high of £410 to a low 
of £360 per calendar month.  
 

 A typical 3 bed home costs from £660 to £560 per calendar month. 
 

The cost of affording a home varies between tenure types. The chart 
to the right details the monthly cost of privately renting, repaying a 
typical repayment mortgage and living in the new affordable housing 
tenure type ‘affordable rent’ (calculates at 80% of current market 
rent). 
 
It is often assumed that a mortgage is the most expensive housing 
option. For larger family homes this is the case, but for smaller 1 and 2 
bed properties, with a 5% deposit, having a mortgage is cheaper on a 
monthly basis than privately renting. Affordable rent products will be 
appealing to the public as they reduce the costs of living by 20%. 
 
The major barrier to purchasing a property for many Knowsley 
residents is the deposit, preventing approximately 40% of all First time 
buyers.     
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Housing | Homelessness in Knowsley 

 
Homelessness presentations and preventions in Knowsley  
  

Reason % of Presentations 

Parents no longer willing to accommodate 27% 

Violent relationship breakdown 9% 

Other forms of violence 25% 

Other forms of harassment 11% 

Termination of assured tenancy 13% 

Knowsley has the second highest level of possession claims per 1,000 homes nationally. One 
real risk from this is increasing numbers of families becoming homeless. 
 
In 2011/12 there were a total of 1,752 customer contacts to the service (up from 1,238 in 
2009/10). There were a total of 169 homeless applications in 2011/12, down from 328 in 
2009/10 – the development of a Mortgage Rescue Scheme (MRS) in Knowsley with a dedicated 
MRS Officer has helped residents with mortgage arrears and reduced the number of 
applications. The risk remains though with ongoing financial pressures and any future interest 
rate changes would also see many families be at risk from repossession and homelessness. 
 

The number of homeless preventions (cases that have been prevented from becoming 
homeless due to early intervention and assistance) is shown in the first chart – rising from 555 
in 2010/11 to 596 in 2011/12.  

Where residents present as homeless the pie chart shows the area of the Borough in which 
those residents live. Kirkby accounted for 37% of the total and increased from 2010/11. Huyton 
accounted for 28% of all presentations and had seen a decrease from 2010/11. 

The table below looks at the reasons behind the presentation for homelessness in Knowsley. 
27% of presentations were linked to residents no longer able to live with their parents. The risk 
of this increasing in coming months with ongoing welfare reform/housing benefit change could 
see further pressure on this service. 
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Housing | Repossession Levels in Knowsley 

 
Mortgage repossession data           Repossessions in Knowsley 
 
 
 
 
 

Insert text 

Insert text 

The housing charity Shelter reported the 
repossession risk hotspots across England. The 
results in this report are based on 12 months of 
data for the financial year 2011/12. These 
hotspots are identified as areas with the 
highest proportion of private homes on which 
repossession claims have been issued by 
mortgage lenders. This process is the first step 
in a homeowner losing their home.  
 
Nationally Knowsley was ranked as having the 
second highest rate with 8.44 repossession 
claims per 1,000 homes behind Barking and 
Dagenham. The below map looks at 
repossession rates in the LCR. 
 

 

The higher rates of possession claims are 
strongly associated with higher and 
increasing rates of unemployment.   
 
Looking at rates of job seekers allowance 
across Knowsley provides an indicator of 
unemployment across the borough showing 
areas that may have greater susceptibility to 
repossession in the future, these include the 
following wards: 
 
Page Moss, Northwood, Kirkby Central, 
Stockbridge, Longview, Whitefield, Prescot 
East and Knowsley Park. 
 
Whilst unemployment figures highly in 
terms of risk any rise in interest rates could 
trigger an increase in arrears and 
repossessions. The historically low base 
rates of the last three years have to some 
extent masked the true scale of household 
debt.  
 
An increase in interest rates would directly 
increase the monthly repayments of lenders 
who are either on tracker rate or standard 
variable rate mortgages. 
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Housing | Property Market Analysis 

 
Searches for properties in Knowsley 

 
Property sales in Knowsley 
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Searches for available property (via Rightmove) in Knowsley are 
shown in the chart to the left. 
 
Rightmove searches made in September were higher than January 
(winter months are historically low) in each of the main urban areas 
of the Borough. 
 
Searches made in Kirkby increased from 11,108 to 18,310, 
Halewood searches increased from 5,456 to 9,060. 

In 2008 a total of 1,162 properties were sold in Knowsley. In 
subsequent years this level has fallen to below 900. In the current 
year to date (to end of Sept) a total of 451 properties were sold so a 
simple projection puts the 2012 total sales at around 600 – 
significantly lower than previous years. 
 
The type of property sale is shown in the table below. ‘2nd hand’ 
house sales remain the dominant type of property sold in the 
Borough with the number of new build houses/flats falling each 
year. 
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Geographical hotspots | Top 5 wards for the top 10 issues  

       

     

1. Shevington 
2. Park 
3. Northwood 
4. Whitefield 
5. Kirkby Central 
6. Cherryfield 
7. Prescot West 
8. Stockbridge 
9. Longview 
10. Prescot East 
11. Page Moss 

 

12. Whiston North 

13. St Michaels 

14. St Bartholomews 

15. Swanside 

16. Roby 

17. St Gabriels 

18. Whiston South 

19. Halewood North 

20. Halewood West 

21. Halewood South 

 

 

JSA Claimants 
under 6 

months     (> 39 
claimants per 1000 

working age 
population                         
Sept 2012) 

IB/SDA 
Claimants        

(> 123 claimants 
per 1000 working 

age population                    
Feb 2012) 

ESA Claimants 
(> 6 claimants per    
1000 working age 

population Feb 
2012) 

Anti-Social 
Behaviour               

(> 16 incidents per    
1000 population in 

Q1 2012/2013 

Crime                 
(> 20 crimes per    
1000 population 

in Q1 2012/2013) 

Lone Parent 
Claimants 

(>25claimants per 
1000 working age 

population Feb 2012) 
 

Worklessness 

(>189 claimants per 
1000 working age 

population Feb 2012) 
 

Life Expectancy 
in Males               

(< 74 years of age 
2006-2010) 

Life Expectancy 
in Females               

(< 78.6 years of age 
2006-2010) 

Educational 
Attainment               

(< 33.7% achieving 5 
A*-C GCSEs including 

English and Maths 
2010/11) 

 

This series of maps focus on ten key issues across the wards of 
Knowsley. There are no major changes since the last report. One key 
theme is key locations which are highlighted for multiple issues and 
problems. 

- Higher levels of worklessness and benefit claimant in 
Stockbridge, Longview, Kirkby Central and Northwood 

- Page Moss and Kirkby Central wards higher rates of crime and 
anti social behaviour. Whitefield and St Bartholomew’s are 
both influenced by impact of town centres. 

Many of these wards also see lower life expectancy and poorer 
attainment levels. 
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Tracker Survey | Core Questions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The charts below summarise some of the key trends to date for questions we have tracked on a regular basis. New results from the January 2012 tracker survey are also now 

included and future reports will focus on some of the specific themes we are beginning to survey as well as these core tracked themes.  
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55% of respondents stated they were either happy or very happy 
when surveyed in July 2012.  
 
On average since April 2009 7 out of 10 people feel generally happy. 

The trend is a declining one though but given the backdrop of this 

question (recession, negative media stories) this is perhaps not an 

unexpected trend. 

 
Residents in Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village 

(PWCKV) had the highest happiness levels (72% were either fairly or 

very happy).  North Kirkby residents reported the lowest levels of 

happiness with 43% stating they were either very of fairly happy. 

 

21% of residents perceived tension in their communities 
when surveyed in July 2012. 
 
On average since April 2009 1 in 4 residents believe that 
there is tension between different groups in their area. The 
long term trend is a declining one. 
 
Residents in North Kirkby perceived higher levels of tension 

with 40% agreeing that there were signs of it their 

communities. Halewood and PWCKV residents reported the 

lowest levels of tension with 12%. 
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Tracker Survey | Financial Resilience 
 

Measuring the perceptions of Knowsley residents’ financial resilience 
 
Our residents’ survey has a number of core questions that help measure and track the perceptions on a number of key themes. Financial resilience is 
one of these themes and each quarter residents are asked 3 questions around their financial ‘health and resilience’. 
 
The results from the July tracker survey are shown below and represented if Knowsley was a village of 100 people. 
 
Managing financially these days                 Financial position compared to last year                        Financial position in a year 
 
If Knowsley was a village of 100 people:      If Knowsley was a village of 100 people:         If Knowsley was a village of 100 people:  
 
- 11 would be doing well financially    - 10 would be better off than last year                      - 10 will be better off this time next year 
- 61 would be getting by financially    - 49 would be about the same as last year                - 50 will be in same position this time next year 
- 27 would be struggling financially    - 41 would be worse off than last year                        - 39 will be worse off this time next year 

     (1 responded as ‘didn’t know) 
 
 


