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A quarterly monitor of the main indicators of economic pressure on people in Knowsley 
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Key indicators | Economic pressures on Knowsley residents 

 

 Interest Rate  April 2012 
(Bank Rate)  0.5% 

(Previous quarter 
0.5%) 

Unchanged for many months – inflation is creating pressure to increase it, but this would 
impact directly on around 2 out of every 5 households in the Borough that have mortgages. 
Some mortgage lenders are starting to increase rates (in particular those on standard variable 
mortgages) so many residents are likely to be under increasing financial pressure. 
 

 Inflation  March 2012 
(Consumer Prices Index)   3.5% 

(Feb – 3.4%) 

 

March brought an end to five months of falls in the CPI rate, which had peaked at 5.2% in 
September last year. The Bank of England target remains 2% and this unexpected increase was 
driven by increasing food and clothing prices. More in-depth analysis of the CPI is included in 
the next section. 
 

 

Food Prices  April 2012 
(10 basic food items) 

 

 
Branded 

£16.29 
(£15.34) 

Budget  

£8.81 
(£8.67) 

The cost of both the branded and budget items have increased since January. Reflects some of 
the national trends as seen through the analysis of the CPI rate. The branded basket rose by 
nearly £1 (the biggest increase experienced when looking at this data) and was driven by goods 
such as meat, cereals and dairy products.  Prices show the total cost of a basket of 10 branded 
and equivalent ‘budget’ food items price-checked in Knowsley:  
Potatoes, Bread, Corn Flakes, Skimmed Milk, Fresh Chicken, Tinned Tuna, Apples, Eggs, Tea Bags, Butter 

 

 Fuel Prices April 2012 
(Avg. within 10 miles of Huyton)  

Unleaded  

141.8p 
(131.8p) 

Diesel 

146.6p    
(140.2p)   

Significant changes this quarter. Unleaded petrol risen by 10p since January and diesel by 6p. 
Recent pressures caused by panic buying over potential tanker driver strike linked to price 
increases though acceptance that long term trend remains an increasing one adding further 
financial pressure. See next section for some historical trends. 

 Public Transport Prices April 
2012 
(Avg. Local fare to Liverpool) 

 
Train (return) 

£3.90 
Bus 

£1.90 
 

Transport fares have remained unchanged since the increases seen in January. The average rail 
fare is now £3.90. Figures are based on average bus fare and peak return train fares to 
Liverpool from Huyton, Kirkby, Prescot/Whiston, and Halewood.  
 

 House Prices March 2012 
(Overall property sale prices HM 
Land registry via Hometrack) 

 £115,898 
(£109,335) 

The overall average house price in Knowsley is up by just over £6,000 (1.3%) on the November 
2011 figure. In March 2011 the figure was £122,844. 

 Rent Levels Feb 2012 
(3 bed roomed property)  

Private 

£544 
RSL 

£292 
Private rent levels have increased – up from £498 to £544 (up by 9%) so additional pressures 
for those renting and those unable to get onto property ladder. RSL rent levels frozen at £292. 
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Key Indicators | Tracking economic pressures 

 
Inflation  

 
CPI Food Price Analysis 
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Breakdown of Contributions to Annual CPI Index March 2012

Product March 
2011 

March 
2012 

Best beef mince (kg) £5.97 £6.91 

Pork Sausages (kg) £4.14 £4.35 

Fresh Chicken (per kg) £3.12 £3.28 

White loaf £1.21 £1.23 

Butter (250g) £1.15 £1.39 

Cheddar Cheese (per kg) £7.59 £7.85 

Milk (pint) £0.44 £0.46 

Potatoes (per kg) £0.68 £0.68 

Cucumber £0.78 £0.98 

Apples (per kg) £1.65 £1.71 

Mushrooms (per kg) £2.84 £3.08 

INSERT TEXT 

As the cost of living rises, the pressure on household and family incomes increases. The CPI 

inflation rate data shows an increase of 4.8% in food prices over the last year. 

Key staple food groups have all increased over the year – meat prices by 6.1%, bread & 

cereals by 4.8% and vegetables by 4.2%. 

The table shows some specific items and the increases over the last year and in conjunction 

with the local food price analysis provides a usual guide to the increasing pressures on 

weekly budgets.  

Increasing food prices are important not only to economic resilience but also the health of 

local residents if key food groups such as meat, vegetables and fruit are increasing in cost 

then low price yet unhealthy alternatives may well be used instead. 

Source: ONS monthly CPI report, April 2012 

The overall CPI inflation rate is calculated via a range of goods 

and services sub-categories. This chart shows the annual % 

change that when added together resulted in the March figure 

of 3.5%. 

The most significant upward contributions to the 12 month CPI 

rate came from – Housing and household services (utility bill 

prices rose by 6%), transport costs (fuel prices rose by 5%) and 

food and beverages (food prices rose by 4.8%). 
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Key Indicators | Tracking changes to economic pressures 

 
The impact of rising petrol costs 

 
 
The increasing cost of utility bills 
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Household income is also pressurised by increasing utility bill costs. The 

average annual bill for a dual fuel customer has risen from £995 in 2008 to 

£1,310 in April 2012 – a rise of £315 (a 32% increase). 

Prices have increased significantly over the last year or so. In April 2011 the 

average dual fuel bill was £1,170 which has risen by £140 over the last 12 

months.  

Many companies have recently announced reductions in their prices but 

overall the long-term trend is for increasing utility bills.  

The cost of utility bills can also vary significantly depending on the type of 

tariff customers sign up to. Based on average consumption with Scottish 

power dual fuel bills can vary from £1,377 based on a ‘pay as you go’ tariff to 

£1,055 on a fixed price, online only tariff requiring monthly direct debits 

(Source: Scottish Power website April 2012). This can penalise poorer 

residents with no bank account/online access. 

Increasing petrol prices continue to be a strain on residents’ budgets. The 

chart shows the costs of filling a 60 litre ‘family car’ (such as a Focus) with 

unleaded petrol. Since April 2009 this has increased by £26.58 (47%). 

Using average wage data for Knowsley this has increased the proportion of 

monthly income used to fill up a car twice a month from 6.1% in 2009 to 

9.1% in 2012.  

Long-term projections show further increases via oil price rises and fuel duty 

so this pressure is likely to increase directly (through at the pump prices) and 

indirectly (through transport costs and other items reliant on oil 

consumption. 

Source: ONS CPI Inflation data report on fuel prices, April 2012 

Source: Ofgem Market Report April 2012. Based on average consumption data 2008-2012 
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Fuel Poverty | Pressures facing Knowsley residents 
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Fuel poverty in Knowsley 
 

Nearly 1 in 5 households (around 14,500) in Knowsley are classed as living in 

‘fuel poverty’ (defined as the need to spend more than 10% of household income to achieve 

adequate levels of warmth in the home.  

Projections show that by 2016 8.5 million people nationally will be unable to 

pay their fuel bills resulting in nearly 3,000 deaths.  

In Knowsley North Huyton has the highest level of fuel poverty (32%) with 

Halewood having the lowest level at 18%. Knowsley is above the LCR and 

national levels. 

Problem not only a financial and debt one but a serious health and wellbeing 

risk for key vulnerable groups (young families, elderly and low income families). 

Mapping fuel poverty in Knowsley 
 

 
 

Darker colours 

show higher levels 

of fuel poverty (is 

% of households at 

super output area) 

Source: DECC report, January 2012 and BBC news article, March 2012 
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Labour Market| Unemployment, vacancies, job seekers, and benefit claimants   

 
All data is March 2012 unless 

otherwise stated 

Knowsley 

Latest 

Previous 

Quarter 

Previous Year 

JSA Claimants                             

(% of working age  population)  Male                                     

Female       

6,644 (6.9%)  

4,419 (9.6%)   

2,225 (4.4%) 

6,266 (6.5%)  

4,153 (8.9%)   

2,113 (4.4%) 

6,165 (6.4%) 

4,112 (9.0%) 

2,053 (4.1%) 

JSA Claimants aged 18-24        

(% of all 18-24 yr olds)  Male                                    

Female       

2,245 (11.6%) 

1,480 (19.2%) 

765 (10.1%) 

2,110 (13.8%) 

1,400 (18.2%) 

710 (9.4%) 

1,700 (8.7%) 

1,110 (14.4%) 

580 (7.7%) 

JSA claiming for more than 1yr  

(% of all JSA Claimants)  Male                                     

Female       

1,305 (19.6%)  

845 (12.7%)    

460 (6.9%) 

1,005 (16%)  

665 (10.6%)    

345 (5.5%) 

800 (12.9%)  

560 (9.1%)    

240 (3.8%) 

Aug-11              Worklessness 

Male                                     

Female       

21,620 (22.4%) 

10,980 (23.9%)                

10,640 (21.1%) 

21,290 (22.1%) 

10,910 (23.8%)                

10,380 (20.6%) 

21,570 (22.4%)   

11,130 (24.2%)                

10,440 (20.7%) 

Aug-11              IB/ESA Claimants                           

Male                                     

Female       

12,150 (12.6%) 

6,560 (14.3%)                

5,590 (11.1%) 

12,070 (12.5%) 

6,540 (14.2%)                

5,530 (11%) 

12,470 (12.9%)   

6,860 (14.9%)                

5,570 (11%) 

Aug-11  Lone Parent Claimants                                 

Male                                     

Female       

2,800 (3%)     

60 (0.1%)           

2,740 (5.4%) 

2,830 (2.9%)     

60 (0.1%)           

2,770 (5.5%) 

3,200 (3.3%)           

..80 (0.2%)                

3,130 (6.2%) 

 

 

 

 

There are 6,644 residents in Knowsley claiming Job Seekers Allowance, 6.9% 

compared to 4.1% nationally.  
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Source: NOMIS downloads, April 2012 
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Labour Market – Benefit Claimants | Worklessness in Knowsley 

A detailed download on key DWP benefits is released each quarter. The download looks at ‘worklessness’ and is classified as those claiming a key DWP income 
related benefit (Job seekers allowance, Incapacity benefit, Lone parent benefit, Employment support allowance and other income related benefits). This 
information is from August 2011 (released in March 2012). Please see the monthly labour market bulletins are available via the PII division ‘Facts & Figures’ site on 
Bertha for more information on unemployment and benefit trends. 

 
How many people are workless in Knowsley?  Worklessness – an area cut   
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Worklessness varies 

across Knowsley. North 

Huyton and South Kirkby 

have the highest levels 

(29% of the WAP). 

At a ward level 

Stockbridge is nearly 3 

times higher the national 

figure and all but 2 wards 

are above the national 

level of 12.3% 

 

 

There are a total of 21,620 residents aged 16 to 64 in 

Knowsley who are classed as ‘workless’. This represents 22% 

of the working age population (WAP). Nationally this rate is 

12%. 

The chart below shows the distribution of the workless 

population by APB. 1 in 4 of Knowsley’s workless residents 

live in North Huyton with Halewood having the lowest 

proportion (11% of the total). 

Source: NOMIS, April 2012 
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Business | Key facts on businesses in Knowsley 

 
 
      
    
            

 
  

As of April 2011, there were a total of 3,040 VAT / PAYE registered businesses operating in Knowsley; accounting for almost 7.5% 

of the 40,810 total in the Liverpool City Region.   

Business Density is a rate (calculated as the number of VAT/PAYE-registered businesses per 10,000 residents aged 16 and over) 

which measures the size of a location’s business base in relation to the size of its population.  There are currently 217.6 businesses 

per 10,000 residents aged over 16 in Knowsley.  This is lower than half the national rate (455.2) and significantly lower than the 

Liverpool City Region rate of 306.  In addition to this, it is the lowest rate within the City Region and 112 businesses per 10,000 

population fewer than Sefton, the Authority with the highest rate. 

Retail is Knowsley’s largest sector with 400 units (or 13.2% of the total) allocated to this type of business.  This is closely followed by 

Construction which accounts for a further 385 (12.7%) units.  Since the onset of the recession in 2008, there has been a reduction 

of 120 businesses in the Borough (accounting for a % change of -3.8% in three years) which is somewhat similar to the national 

trend (a 3.6% reduction) and stronger than the Liverpool City Region change of -6% in the same period.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chart to the right shows that almost 6 out of 10 employ less than 5 

people and a further 17% of businesses have fewer than 10 employees.   

This means that just over 75% of the Borough’s businesses (2,300) are 

‘micro-entities’.  540 firms (18%) are classed as ‘small businesses’ 

(between 10 - 49 employees) while 6% (170) have between 50 – 249 

employees.  In addition to this, there are 30 businesses employing more 

than 250 people which accounts for 1% of the total. Between 2010 and 

2011, there was a 1% decrease in the number of businesses in Knowsley.  

This net decline (in line with national rates and lower than the LCR rate 

of -2.3%) occurred entirely amongst businesses with 10-49 employees.   

 

Perceptions from local businesses 

Knowsley Chamber of Commerce recently conducted 
a survey with around 50 local companies in order to 
understand the perceptions and experiences of 
business in the Borough. The findings show that, when 
asked the main reasons for having a business base in 
Knowsley; 

 60% said access to local customer base, 

 58% said access to transport infrastructure, 

However, when asked the same question, only 

 15% said the overall attractiveness of the area, 

 8% said the large ‘talent pool’ of suitably skilled 
workforce, 

Just over 60% said that they were unlikely to re-locate 
from their current site in the next few years.  Of the 
13% that said it was likely that they would re-locate, 
the reason was due to the site no longer being big 
enough for their needs. Around 45% of respondents 
intend to expand their businesses by taking on 
additional full time staff in the next 6-12 months with 
a further 51% intending to retain the same number of 
full time employees.   

 
The chart to the left shows that Knowsley’s business start-up rate in 2010 was 25.1 (per 10,000 residents aged 16+), which is the 

lowest in the Liverpool City Region (average of 32.2) and significantly below the national rate of 46.8.  Between 2004 and 2010 

there was a  -4.8% reduction in business start-ups which is much less severe than the national and sub-regional decreases of around 

20%. 

The Business Closure Rate in Knowsley in 2010 was 28.4 (per 10,000 residents aged 16+) which is the lowest rate in the Liverpool City 

Region and 15 points behind the sub-regional rate of 43.4 (for a broader comparison, the GB rate is almost 60 per 10,000).  Between 

2004 and 2010, Knowsley’s closure rate increased by 13.3%, which, despite being lower than the LCR rate of change by nearly 10% 

points, is in keeping with national and sub-regional trends that show an overall increase in business closures since 2004. 

 

 

 

 Business Size 

 

 Business Start-up Rate 
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Housing | Selling a Property in Knowsley 

 
Buying and Selling Property in Knowsley 
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Property searches via Rightmove

Properties in Knowsley take on 

average 9.2 weeks to sell, 

compared to the regional 

average of 15.1 weeks. There are 

on average 7.8 viewings per sale 

in Knowsley compared to the 

regional average of 9.9. 

In Knowsley properties achieve 

on average 93.8% of their asking 

price, compared to the regional 

average of 91.3%. 

Source: Hometrack, April 2012 

Information from Rightmove shows the number of property searches for 

Knowsley has increased. In January 2012 the number of searches made 

was just over 40,000. In April 2012 this figure had increased to 52,000. 

Kirkby remains the most popular destination with a total of just under 

15,000 searches and 242 properties registered for sale in the area. 

Historically the housing market tends to pick up around April and these 

trends will be updated in the summer resilience monitor. 

Source: Rightmove April 2012 
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Crime | Has the recession influenced crime levels in Knowsley? 

 
Recent crime trends in Knowsley 

 
 
Have key crime types being affected by the recession? 
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Recorded crime is reducing in Knowsley. Comparing 2011 to 2010 all 

crime fell by 7.5% in Knowsley (the highest in Merseyside) and higher 

than the national reduction of 3%. 

The rolling 12 month crime level has dropped from over 16,000 in 2007 to 

9,700 by March 2012. 

Locally comparing the last 12 months to the same period 2 years ago the 

reduction of 18% places Knowsley in the top 10% of Community Safety 

Partnerships nationally.  

The 12 months after the start of the recession (the green line) did see a 

slight increase but since 2009 the levels of crime have continued to 

decline.  

The impact of the ongoing recession on crime levels is a favourite topic for 

commentators and the media alike. Domestic burglary is one offence that 

historically has risen in previous recessions. 

The long term trend in Knowsley is a reducing one. In 2011 burglary fell by 

17.5% compared to 2010 (again the highest reduction in Merseyside) and 

significantly above the national reduction of 3%. 

The rolling 12 month figure has fallen from 800 in 2007 to just over 600 in 

2012 though for the 12/18 months post recession there was a spike in 

offences. 

Serious acquisitive crime (which includes burglary, vehicle crime and robbery) 

also continues to fall in Knowsley – by 16% in 2011 compared to 2010 – again 

the highest reduction in Merseyside. 

Sources: iQuanta Police crime system and British Crime Survey Quarterly report, April 2012 
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Geographical hotspots | Top 5 wards for the top 10 issues  

       

     

1. Shevington 
2. Park 
3. Northwood 
4. Whitefield 
5. Kirkby Central 
6. Cherryfield 
7. Prescot West 
8. Stockbridge 
9. Longview 
10. Prescot East 
11. Page Moss 

 

12. Whiston North 

13. St Michaels 

14. St Bartholomews 

15. Swanside 

16. Roby 

17. St Gabriels 

18. Whiston South 

19. Halewood North 

20. Halewood West 

21. Halewood South 

JSA Claimants 
under 6 

months     (> 45 
claimants per 1000 

working age 
population                         
Aug 2011) 

IB/SDA 
Claimants 

over 2 years           
(> 118 claimants 

per 1000 working 
age population                    

Aug 2011) 

ESA Claimants 
over 2 years               

(> 8 claimants per    
1000 working age 

population Aug 
2011) 

Anti-Social 
Behaviour               

(> 66 incidents per    
1000 population in 

financial year 
2011/2012) 

Crime                 
(> 88 crimes per    
1000 population 
in financial year 

2011/2012) 

Lone Parent 
Claimants 

(>40 claimants per 
1000 working age 

population Aug 2011) 
 

Decline in 
Educational 
Attainment               

(where key GCSE 
results have fallen 
2009/10-2010/11) 

Life Expectancy 
in Males               

(< 74 years of age 
2006-2010) 

Life Expectancy 
in Females               

(< 78.6 years of age 
2006-2010) 

Educational 
Attainment               

(< 33.7% achieving 5 
A*-C GCSEs including 

English and Maths 
2010/11) 

 

This series of maps focus on ten key issues across the wards of 

Knowsley. 

One key theme is key locations which are highlighted for multiple 

issues and problems. 

- Higher levels of worklessness and benefit claimant in 

Stockbridge, Longview, Kirkby Central and Northwood 

- Whitefield, Page Moss and Kirkby Central wards higher 

rates of crime and anti social behaviour  

Many of these wards also see lower life expectancy and poorer 

attainment levels. 
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Tracker Survey | Headline trends to date 
 

 

 

 

The charts below summarise some of the key trends to date for questions we have tracked on a regular basis. New results from the January 2012 tracker survey are also now 

included and future reports will focus on some of the specific themes we are beginning to survey as well as these core tracked themes.  

 

The chart above shows the level of respondents who have 

stated that they are very happy or happy. 6 out of 10 

residents report that they are either happy or very 

happy. 

In April 2009 79% of those people surveyed were happy 

overall, the most recent survey results from January 2012 

show that this level has reduced to around 61%. This is 

the lowest level reported since the surveys began though 

slight dips in happiness are seen each January. 
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The chart above shows the level of respondents who have 

stated that it is becoming more difficult to afford the 

things that make them happy. 

According the results from the post review survey in 

January 2012, around 1 in 4 respondents have stated that 

they are struggling to manage financially.  As this is the 

first survey that has question has been asked, it is not 

directly comparable with the previous spending related 

question posed in previous surveys, this will be monitored 

in future surveys.  Overall however, the long-term trend 

continues to remain relatively stable. 
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The chart above shows the level of respondents who have 

stated that they strongly agree or agree there are signs of 

tension between different groups in their community.   

In 2009 just over 1 in 5 of those in interviewed perceived 

tension in their local area. Results from subsequent 

surveys showed initial increases before reducing. 

Latest figures show a slight increase to 27% (the highest 

figure since April 2010). Monitoring will continue though 

interesting to note this is the first survey completed since 

the UK riots last year (which didn’t impact Knowsley 

directly but media reporting may influence residents 

views) 
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