
St. Mary & St. Paul's Church of England Primary School 

Determined Admissions Policy for 2017-18 

 

The Governing Body of St. Mary and St. Paul's applies the regulations on admissions fairly and 

equally to all those who wish to attend this school, in line with current statutory requirements.  

 

We aim to serve our local community by providing an education of the highest quality within 

the context of the Christian faith, but we are also an inclusive school, and as such we welcome 

children from all backgrounds and of all abilities.  

 

Each September there will be 30 places available for children to be admitted into Reception 

Class. This is the maximum number of children that our school can accommodate as we teach 

children in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage One in classes with a maximum number of 30. 

To be eligible for admission to Reception Class in September, children should have reached 

their 4th birthday before 1st September. However, while the majority of children start Reception 

Class in September, parents do have the option to defer entry to Reception Class if their child 

has not reached statutory school age. If this is arranged, the child’s place is reserved. It must, 

however, be taken up within the school year for which the application was made. Parents 

should discuss the matter with the Headteacher before any decision is made. 

 

When the number of requests for admission is equal to or less than the number of available 

places, the Governors will grant all requests. Where the number of requests exceeds the 

number of available places, priority will be given in the following order: 

 

1) Children who are cared for by the Local Authority or who were, in certain circumstances, 

previously looked after by the Local Authority1; 

2) Children who already have brothers or sisters2 in the school at the time of the proposed 

admission; 

3) Children whose parents/carers worship regularly at either The Parish Church of St Mary the 

Virgin, Prescot or St Paul’s Church, Prescot3; 

4) Children whose parents/carers worship regularly at any other Christian Church that is a 

member of ‘Churches Together in England’3; 

5) Other children not falling into any of the above categories. 

For applications under criteria 3 or 4, parents/carers must complete the school’s 

Supplementary Form, which must then be signed by a member of the clergy at their church 

and then returned directly to the school before the closing date for admissions. 

 

Tiebreaker: 

Where it is necessary to distinguish between applicants in a particular category, children living 

nearest the school4, as measured in a straight line by the computerised measuring system used 

by the Local Authority, will have priority.  On the rare occasions when the distance tie-break 

does not assist, random selection will be used to determine the allocation of places.  



Where there are twins, triplets etc. wanting admission and there is only a single place left 

within the admission number, then the governing body will exercise as much flexibility as 

possible with the requirements of infant class sizes. In exceptional circumstances, where 

imposing the infant class size limit of 30 would split a set of twins or triplets, we are now able 

to offer places for both twins and all triplets, even when this means breaching infant class size 

limits. 

 

Notes: 

Children who have an Education, Health & Care Plan where St. Mary and St. Paul's is the named 

school will have precedence for a school place. 
1 Evidence that a child is looked after, or previously looked after, must be provided at the point 

of application.  A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority or being 

provided with accommodation by a Local Authority (under Section 22 of the Children Act 1989). 

A previously looked after child is one who immediately moved from that status after becoming 

subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. 

2 “Brothers or sisters” will be considered to include half/step-brothers and sisters, foster 

children and children living at the same address who are considered to be family members. 
3 “Worshipping regularly” is taken to mean a minimum of monthly attendance at scheduled 

church services for a period of at least six months prior to the closing date for school 

admissions.  
4
 The address which receives child benefit will normally be used if the child’s time is split 

between two homes, but the Authority reserves the right to request other proofs as fit the 

individual circumstances. Parents/carers should not state a childminder’s or other relatives 

address. 

 

Appeals: 

If we do not offer a child a place, it is because to do so would prejudice the education of other 

children by allowing the numbers of children in the school to increase too much. In the event of 

a child not being offered a place, or having a place withdrawn, the parent has the right of 

appeal and would be expected to contact the school, the Diocese or the Local Authority for 

further information on the relevant procedures. 

 

St. Mary and St. Paul's is a Voluntary Aided Church of England Primary School within Knowsley 

Local Authority. Further details of Knowsley admissions procedures, including all relevant dates 

for submission of application forms and information about late and mid-year applications, can 

be found in Knowsley’s Primary Schools Admissions Booklet or can be obtained from the 

Admissions Team at Knowsley. 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Mary & St. Paul's Church of England Primary School 

 

Nursery Admissions Policy 

 

The Governing Body of St. Mary and St. Paul's applies the regulations on admissions fairly and 

equally to all those who wish to attend this school, in line with current statutory requirements. 

We aim to serve our local community by providing a nursery education of the highest quality 

within the context of the Christian faith, but we are also an inclusive school, and as such we 

welcome children from all backgrounds and of all abilities.  

 

Children will normally be admitted to the Nursery after they have had their third birthday. The 

school currently provides 52 part-time Nursery places. A part-time place will normally be offered 

to parents for their child, for a total of 15 hours a week.  

 

When the number of requests for admission is equal to or less than the number of available 

places, the Governors will grant all requests. Where the number of requests exceeds the 

number of available places, priority will be given in the following order: 

 

1) Children who are cared for by the Local Authority or who were, in certain circumstances, 

previously looked after by the Local Authority1; 

2) Children who are at least three years of age by 31st August 2016 and who already have 

brothers or sisters2 in the school at the time of the proposed admission; 

3) Children who are at least three years of age by 31st August 2016 and whose parents/carers 

worship regularly at either The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, Prescot or St Paul’s Church, 

Prescot3; 

4) Children who are at least three years of age by 31st August 2016 and whose parents/carers 

worship regularly at any other Christian Church that is a member of ‘Churches Together in 

England’3; 

5) Other children not falling into any of the above categories and who are at least three years 

of age by 31st August 2016. 

For applications under criteria 3 or 4, parents/carers must complete the school’s 

Supplementary Form, which must then be signed by a member of the clergy at their church 

and then returned directly to the school before the closing date for admissions. 

Tiebreaker: 

Where it is necessary to distinguish between applicants in a particular category, random 

selection will be used to determine the allocation of places. 

 

Notes: 

Children who have an Education, Health & Care Plan where St. Mary and St. Paul's is the named 

school will have precedence for a Nursery place. 
1 *Evidence that a child is looked after, or previously looked after, must be provided at the point 

of application.  A looked after child is a child who is in the care of a local authority or being 



provided with accommodation by a Local Authority (under Section 22 of the Children Act 1989). 

A previously looked after child is one who immediately moved from that status after becoming 

subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. 
2 “Brothers or sisters” will be considered to include half/step-brothers and sisters, foster 

children and children living at the same address who are considered to be family members. 
3 “Worshipping regularly” is taken to mean a minimum of monthly attendance at scheduled 

church services for a period of at least six months prior to the closing date for school 

admissions.  

 

Where places remain unfilled, applications on behalf of younger children will be considered, 

with children being admitted at the start of the half term following their third birthday. Details 

of term dates can be obtained from the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Mary & St Paul’s 
Supplementary Form  

 
This form should be completed in addition to the Local Authority’s admissions form by any 
applicants who wish to be considered under criterion 3 or 4 of the school policy and returned 
directly to the school by the closing date specified. 

 
Name of child:  
 
Surname…………………………………………….Forenames…………………………...……………………… 
 
Date of Birth………………………………….. 
 
Name of parent/guardian: …………………………...…………………………………….... 
 
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Post Code……………………………………… 
 
Home Telephone ………………………………………..Mobile………………………………………………… 
 
Place of worship one of parents/carers regularly attends: 
 
Name of place of worship……………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Name of vicar/priest/minister/faith leader…………………………………………………… 
 
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Post Code……………………………………….. Telephone……………………………….. 
 
 
Worship attendance: to be completed by the parent/carer 
 
Do you attend worship, on average, at least once a month? Yes  No 

 
 
Have you been attending worship regularly for at least the last 6 months?      Yes      No 
 
 
Clergy endorsement: please obtain your faith leader’s signature below in order to confirm this 
information before submitting this form to school. 
 
 
Signed……………………………………….   Vicar/minister………………………………………… 
 
 
Date………………………………………… 


