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W ith Christmas just around the 
corner, I am sure many of you are 

looking forward to celebrating the festive 
season with your loved ones. For many 
people Christmas is a great time to spend 
with their friends and families. I certainly 
know from talking to lots of residents, 
that the excitement is already starting to 
build – with our youngest residents in 
particular!

It is great to see our town centres looking 
so festive and it was wonderful to see 
so many people turn out to see the 
Christmas lights switched on in Huyton, 
Kirkby and Prescot.  

But with all these festivities it is also 
important to remember those in our 

community who might find Christmas 
a struggle – maybe financially, those 
missing loved ones who may not be 
around or people who might be dealing 
with mental health issues.
 
So, while you enjoy the festivities, keep 
an eye out for neighbours, friends or 
family members who might need a little 
more support and make sure we all have 
a very happy Christmas. I wish you and 
your families a fun-filled festive season 
and good health and happiness in 2019.

Cllr Graham Morgan
Leader of Knowsley Council

Welcome to

FESTIVE OPENING HOURS
You can access a wide range of our customer services throughout the Christmas and 
New Year period via our website at www.knowsley.gov.uk

However, please note that our One Stop Shops, Contact Centre and Register Office 
opening times will vary over the festive period (summarised below) with normal hours 
resuming on Wednesday 2 January 2019.

For ceremony availability at the Register Office over the Christmas and New Year period, 
please ring 0151 443 2900.

   

Monday 17 December 9am-5pm (except 9am-5pm (except 9am-5pm 
to Friday 21 December Wednesday which is Wednesday which
  9am-4pm) is 9am-4pm)

Monday 24 December  Closed Closed 9am-12pm

Tuesday 25 December Closed Closed Closed
and Wednesday
26 December  

Thursday 27 December 9am-5pm 9am-5pm 10am-4pm

Friday 28 December 9am-5pm 9am-5pm 9am-5pm

Monday 31 December Closed Closed 9am-12pm

Tuesday 1 January Closed Closed Closed

One Stop Shops Contact Centre Register Office



FESTIVE OPENING HOURS

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

A recent Ofsted inspection of Knowsley's 
Children’s Services has found significant 
improvements have continued 
to be made over the last 12 months. 

In the most recent visit, inspectors looked at the first point of 
contact for children who may need help or protection. They 
described the services they looked at as being of a good quality 
with improved outcomes for children and young people. 

Cllr Margaret Harvey, Cabinet Member for Children’s Services 
said,

        The feedback from inspectors was really positive 
and further testament to the hard work, dedication and 
commitment of our staff. It’s great news for the council 
and for the many children and families in the borough 
who come in contact with these services. 

A record number of 850 guests came 
together at this year’s Knowsley 
Business Awards, to celebrate 
the success of individuals and 
organisations from across Knowsley 
and beyond.
 
Thirteen awards were handed out on 
the night, with 10 highly commended 
accolades and also a surprise 
announcement, a Judges’ Choice 
Award for Prescot Ambassadors.
 

More improvements made
in Children’s Services

Huge celebration 
for Business Awards

You can read more on
www.knowsleybusinessawards.com
 
Knowsley Business Awards 2018 Winners

Applied Nutrition Ltd – Small Business of
the Year

Machmade Ltd – Developing Future Skills

Cybertill – Medium Business of the Year

Colloids Limited – Large Business of the Year

Anwyl Homes – Housing Development of 
the Year

Blends Ltd – Excellence in Manufacturing 
(up to 100 employees)

Dairy Crest Limited – Excellence in 
Manufacturing (over 100 employees)

Villages Housing Trust – Corporate Social 
Responsibility Award

JK Brickwork NW Ltd – Micro Business of 
the Year

Orbit Developments – Commercial 
Development of the Year

Krol Corlett Construction – Contractor of 
the Year

Danielle Flynn, Jaguar Land Rover – 
Apprentice of the Year

Josh Fearon, Noodles Nursery – Employee 
of the Year

Judges' Choice Awards – Prescot Ambassadors

One of the oldest municipal golf courses in the 
country – at Bowring Park, Huyton – has been 
saved from closure by the council. 

The course’s future was thrown into doubt when 
operator Mack Golf went into liquidation in 
October.

But the council agreed to step in to save the 
course, and the jobs of those employed there, 
until a permanent new operator is found. 

It is further good news for the park as a whole, 
which is undergoing a major restoration thanks  
to £2m from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Bowring Park
golf course is

Councillor Graham Morgan, Leader 
of Knowsley Council, said,

        The awards provide an 
opportunity for the business 
community in Knowsley and further 
afield to come together to recognise 
those individuals and organisations 
who are contributing towards the 
economic success of the area. I would 
like to congratulate all of this year’s 
winners and those who were highly 
commended and thank everyone 
who took the time to submit a 
nomination.

An outstanding £11,000 was raised 
on the night which will be donated 
to the Mayor of Knowsley’s chosen 
charities, Breast Mates Cancer 
Support Group and Hop Skip and 
Jump Foundation.
 
The Business Awards ceremony is 
not possible without the wonderful 
support of all of the sponsors.

OPEN
One Stop Shops Contact Centre Register Office



Let’s Talk 2030 is asking anyone who lives, 
works or studies in the borough to share 
their views and help develop this new, 
long-term vision for Knowsley’s future.

There are many ways to take part – from 
filling in a short survey online to signing 
up for focus groups, or even just sharing 
your views using social media.
 
Already, a wide range of important 
subjects have been raised by participants, 
including skills, transport, health and 
wellbeing and more.

Not one but three Knowsley schools 
were presented with awards at last 
month’s Educate Awards. The prestigious 
ceremony, held in Liverpool Cathedral, 
recognised the achievements of schools 
and school staff across the whole of the 
north west. 

Following on from Knowsley’s success at last 
year’s event, five schools were shortlisted this 
year with three of those walking away with 
awards on the evening.

Knowsley’s winners were Halewood Academy 
(winners of the Innovative and Creative Literacy 
Award); Northwood Community Primary 
School (winners of the Community Partnership 
Award) and Plantation Primary School (winners 
of the Outstanding Commitment to Sport in a 
Primary School Award). 

Also recognised were St Aloysius Catholic 
Primary School, who were runners-up in 
the Outstanding Commitment to Sport in a 
Primary School Award, and Halewood CofE 
Primary School, runners-up in the Wow 
Recognition Award.

If you are the parent or carer of 
a child or young person with 
special educational needs and / or 
disabilities (SEND), make sure you 
take a look at
www.knowsleyinfo.co.uk/
localoffer.

The website is a one stop shop
for all SEND information and 
support. It contains useful links 
and documents covering a range 
of topics. There is information 
about local events and groups 
to join, and advice available for 
children from pre-school age 
through to those becoming
adults (16-25 years).

Cllr Margaret Harvey, Cabinet Member 
for Children’s Services, said, 

        Congratulations to the 
Knowsley schools recognised at 
this year’s Educate Awards. Once 
again the borough has been well 
represented in these prestigious 
regional awards which celebrate best 
practice and innovation in education.

The winning schools have all thought 
creatively to enhance learning and 
give children and their families 
opportunities that will shape their 
futures for the better, which is 
fantastic to see.

Now, Let’s Talk 2030 wants to talk to even 
more residents about these, and any other 
issues that matter to them, as we look 
ahead to the future.

Share your views by completing the survey 
on the council’s website (consultation 
section) or pick up a copy from any One 
Stop Shop or library across the borough.

This survey is only the beginning and will 
be used to help us shape more detailed 
conversations with you over the next few 

months. Find out more by following 
@knowsley2030 on Twitter or like the 
‘Knowsley 2030’ Facebook page.
You’ll also find regular updates on
www.Knowsleynews.co.uk
(search ‘2030’).

Work is already well underway to shape a plan for how Knowsley will
be in 2030. And your help is needed to get it ‘right.’

L E T ' S  TA L K

News In 
Brief...

Plantation Primary winners

Halewood Academy winners

Northwood Primary winners

Knowsley schools win
big at Educate Awards

www.knowsley.gov.uk



In recent months the village has come 
to life with new traders and regular 
Foodie Friday events attracting hundreds 
of visitors. Alongside this, the council 
has pledged £1.75 million to make 
improvements to the public space in the 
village centre including plans to install 
new street lighting and improvements 
to the shop fronts on Derby Road.  In 
addition, state-of-the-art CCTV will have 
been installed across the village centre by 
Christmas to improve security and help 
people to feel safe. 

Exciting times for

A Kirkby-based organisation, 
Comics Youth CIC, scooped 
three awards at the Health and 
Wellbeing Awards organised by 
the Royal Society for Public Health.  

Comics Youth CIC, supported by 
Knowsley Better Together funding, 
has been developed by young 
people for young people and works 
across the Liverpool City Region. The 
organisation provides creative avenues 
for learning for young people aged 
8 - 25 years. The sessions help to build 
confidence, encourage interaction 
and support people experiencing 
emotional problems or mental health 
issues. 

For more information visit
www.comicsyouth.co.uk

Council predict balanced 
budget next year

REMEMBER...

Despite incredibly challenging financial conditions, the 
council is predicting a balanced budget for 2019/20. In a 
report shared with Cabinet last month, early indications 
show the council is able to identify funding to balance the 
budget without the need for further cuts to services or jobs 
in the next financial year. 

Cllr Jayne Aston, Cabinet Member for Resources, said,

        Since 2010 the Government has cut Knowsley’s funding 
by 50% and we have managed, and continue to manage 
some very challenging financial issues. 

We have taken a planned approach to meeting these 
challenges and whilst we still await confirmation on 
our Local Funding Settlement from Government, we are 
optimistic that we will not have to make further cuts next 
year. This is great news for our residents and our workforce.

A full budget update with final recommendations for the 2019/20 
budget will be considered by Cabinet in February 2019. 

Knowsley organisation
picks up national awards

The council is working alongside local businesses and other 
organisations to rejuvenate Huyton Village Centre.

Plans are also progressing for two new 
restaurants shortly on Derby Road which 
will help to kick-start the night-time 
economy and provide more choice
for residents and visitors. 

You can help to shape future plans 
by completing an online survey by 
Friday 11 January 2019.
Visit the council’s website
(consultation section) to take 
part.

A special Christmas Foodie Friday will take 
place on Friday 21 December (2pm until 8pm)

www.knowsleynews.co.uk



www.knowsley.gov.uk

Halewood Leisure Centre is set to 
benefit from new investment, thanks 
to Knowsley Council and Volair. 

Work is already underway to create 
a children’s soft play area with 
additional child-friendly toilets, a 
children’s party room and café area in 
the centre’s atrium. Work is due to be 
completed in February 2019.

There are also plans to create a 3G all-
weather football pitch at the site too, 
subject to funding approval.  

These latest improvements complement 
the fitness suite refurbishment carried 
out last year.

Leisure 
investment 
in Halewood

Triple success for independent Knowsley venue

Lots going 
on in
Prescot
There is a real buzz around Prescot 
and if you have visited the town 
recently, or followed progress on 
social media, you will have seen the 
string of new restaurants, bars and 
independent businesses that have 
opened in the town. 

This renaissance is all part of the 
council’s vision for the rejuvenation 
of the town inspired by the Prescot 
Townscape Heritage Initiative and the 
new Shakespeare North Playhouse. The 
Playhouse, opening in spring 2021, will 
bring hundreds of thousands of new 

visitors into Prescot. Enabling works will 
start in early 2019 and construction will 
begin in summer 2019. 

Just a few yards away from the site 
of the Playhouse, work continues on 
the transformation of Market Place 
which will become a vibrant indoor and 
outdoor space for arts and community 
events and home to MATE Bistro serving 
Italian inspired food. This is due to open 
late spring 2019. 

And in a surprise announcement at 
the recent Knowsley Business Awards, 
a number of Prescot businesses were 
presented with the Judges’ Choice 
Award. This recognised the collective 
ambassadorial spirit of the independent 
business community in Prescot which 
is alive with passion, enthusiasm and 
commitment to the town centre.

You can read more on
www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Suites Hotel & Spa was a big winner at the Merseyside Independent 
Business Awards scooping a total of three awards. 

Suites Hotel & Spa winners

Prescot Ambassadors

The Knowsley-based four-star venue 
was crowned overall Merseyside 
Independent Business of the Year 
and also named Best Employer and 
Best Place to Stay.

Other Knowsley winners included 
Rachael Forshaw at Sovereign 
Transport Services, who was named 
Business Person of the Year and 
Nexus Protect who were Highly 
Commended as Best Start Up.

Free tickets!
Prescot Cables is offering Knowsley 
families, community groups, youth 
organisations or charities the 
opportunity to go along to a match - 
for free!

Prescot Cables is a not-for-profit 
community football club which is 
owned and run by the supporters. In 
order to attract more people along 
to matches they are offering this ‘try 
before you buy’ opportunity.

You can pick up a family ticket (2 adults 
and up to 3 children) from any of the 
council’s One Stop Shops in Halewood, 
Huyton, Kirkby and Prescot. If you’re a 
charitable or community organisation, 
please apply for tickets by emailing 
geoff.conway@prescotcablesfc.com 

The tickets can be used at a Prescot 
Cables home match of your choice 
between now and the end of the 
2018/19 season in April 2019. Fixture 
details are available on the Prescot 
Cables website.

News In Brief...



DELIVERING MORE BY WORKING 
BETTER TOGETHER

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Find out more on all these stories at

www.knowsleynews.co.uk

Knowsley Better Together is all about working together 
– empowering people and building on the strengths of 
those living and working in Knowsley for the benefit of 
the borough. 

In just over a year, Knowsley Better Together has helped over 
100 local initiatives to get off the ground. For example, the 
council’s 24/7 team is working differently (by providing support 
throughout the night) to help residents return home quickly 
following a stay in hospital. Coffee mornings are also being 
run in local communities, providing opportunities to socialise 
and target the issue of loneliness. Neighbours are looking 
out for one another and helping with shopping or picking up 
prescriptions.  

The opportunities are endless to work better together. If you 
have an idea, email bettertogether@knowsley.gov.uk

New adoption agency 
Adoption in Merseyside (AiM) is the 
new adoption agency for Knowsley, 
Liverpool, Sefton and Wirral. AiM is 
dedicated to finding 
loving, stable homes 
for Merseyside’s 
children and providing 
first class support to 
adopters.

If you are considering becoming an 
adoptive parent, visit
www.adoptioninmerseyside.co.uk 
or call 0151 477 8700.

Halewood Post Office
Halewood Post Office has relocated 
from the Halewood Centre on 
Roseheath Drive to Shop Express in 
Halewood Shopping Centre, Leathers 
Lane.

A full list of opening times and services 
can be found at
www.postoffice.co.uk/branchfinder

News In Brief...

in Kirkby
Christmas

New Range Rover 
Evoque to be built in 
Knowsley
Jaguar Land Rover has confirmed that 
its new model Range Rover Evoque 
will be built at its Halewood plant. 
This is fantastic news for Knowsley, 
Merseyside and for the thousands of 
workers employed there.

Thousands of visitors turned out 
for this year’s Christmas lights 
switch on in Kirkby. The event, 
which is a popular highlight in the 
town’s annual calendar, featured 
B*Witched’s front woman Edele, 
Dave Finnegan’s Commitments 
and Britain’s Got Talent winner Jai 
McDowall.
 
It was a great start to the Christmas 
shopping season with town centre 
retailers and market traders looking 
forward to a busy few weeks.
 
Shoppers are reminded that 
highways work is still ongoing in and 

around the town centre, including 
improvements to the junction of 
County Road, Hall Lane and Old 
Rough Lane.  Junction 6 of the 
M57 and Valley Road will also be 
upgraded to cope with the increased 
demand once the redevelopment of 
the town centre is completed.  This 
work has been funded by the Local 
Growth Fund and is due to be 
complete by spring 2019.
 
Site preparation work in the town 
centre is now almost complete too 
with the construction of the new 
supermarket due to commence in the 
new year.



With temperatures falling, there are lots of 
things we can do to help us stay warm and 
well this winter. 
• Make sure you have hot food and drinks and wear lots of thin layers 

• If possible, make sure your home is heated to at least 18oC

• If you have a long-term health condition and start to feel unwell, get   
 early advice from your pharmacist 

• Make sure you pick up your prescriptions well before Christmas

• If you need help when your GP and pharmacy is closed, call NHS 111

• Check the weather forecast (visit www.metoffice.gov.uk) and plan   
 ahead before travelling

• And remember to keep in touch with older relatives or neighbours,   
 and check on them when you can

Let's be winter ready

Look out for details of changes to 
your waste collections over the festive 

season on the council’s website and 
on bin stickers distributed to every 

household this month. 

And remember you can recycle your 
Christmas wrapping paper (not foil), cards 

(not handmade), bottles, tins and cardboard 
packaging in your grey bin. You can also recycle 

your real Christmas trees at drop off points 
across the borough between Saturday

29 December 2018 to Sunday 13 January 2019.

TOP TIPS

For more information visit www.nhs.uk

The festivities can be a very exciting time for some, but for 
others it can be a particularly lonely time of year. We can all play 
our part by keeping an eye on our vulnerable neighbours and 
relatives – just checking that they are okay will mean a great deal 
to them.

There are lots of community groups and volunteering 
opportunities in Knowsley if you’d like to get out and about 
more – visit www.thelivewelldirectory.com to find out more.  
There’s also Knowsley Older People’s Voice who hold a number of 
events to ensure residents have information about services they 
need – find out more by calling 0151 449 3954 or visit 
www.kopv.org.uk

And remember the Samaritans are available 365 days a year if 
you are worried about something or feeling lonely this Christmas. 
You can contact them on 116 123 (freephone number). 

'Better
Together'
at Christmas

Details are on the 
council's website


