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Clerks guidance note No. 5

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR APPOINTMENT GUIDANCE NOTES

Foundation governors (at Voluntary Aided, Voluntary Controlled and some Foundation Schools) are appointed by the body or bodies named in the Instrument of Government.  They are appointed to preserve and develop the religious character of the school (if it has a religious character) and to secure compliance with the trust deed.  The body or bodies that are to appoint foundation governors must be named in the school’s Instrument of Government, together with the number of foundation governors each is to appoint.  

Where the Instrument of Government provides for a foundation governor to act ex officio provision should be made for a substitute foundation governor, if the ex officio governor is unable or unwilling to act as a governor or where there is an extended vacancy in the post that qualifies as a governor ex officio. 

A foundation governor may be removed from office by the person designated in the Instrument of Government with responsibility for his/her appointment.

Appointment procedures agreed by the Diocesan Authorities must be followed.

FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT

Once notification received from Diocesan Authority, the school should undertake an eCRB check prior to appointment. Once satisfactory clearance has been obtained the clerk should inform the Governor Support Service who will send out Local Authority welcome pack (available for SLA members only)

The Clerk should:

· Ensure the school obtains the required eCRB check, prior to appointment

· Once satisfactory clearance is received, advise Governor Support Service who will arrange for the distribution of the welcome pack (pack available to Service Level Agreement members only).

· Send out school based induction pack and welcome letter (samples available from Governor Support on request)
Governing bodies should ensure that new governors are aware of the Local Authority Induction training available.

These notes are offered as guidance only and although we endeavour to keep these up to date in cases of query, reference should always be made to current legislation and the School Governors Guide to the Law.
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