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PGR Newsletter Autumn 2010

New Parent Governor Representative elected onto the Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee
On 24th June, Helen Baker-Latham was elected as the new Parent Governor Representative onto the Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee. Helen will represent the voice of parents across Knowsley on education matters considered by the Scrutiny Committee. 
Helen is a Parent Governor at St Margaret Mary’s Junior School. 

”I have a real passion for helping people and making a real difference to their lives, as is reflected in my job roles and work as member of the Union of Catholic Mothers. I worked in JobCentre Plus for 23 years before recently transferring to the Health and Safety Executive as a Senior Policy Advisor.

I give you my full commitment as your Parent Governor Representative. I will do my utmost to consult with you and become an influential voice, expressing parental views and concerns from across the Borough at a strategic level. I will utilise my knowledge and experience to ensure all our children stay safe, receive every opportunity to reach their full potential and help provide the support they need and deserve. 

I truly believe that together we can make a difference to improve our Borough to become a flagship for all our children, and our children’s children who all deserve a brighter future.”

Helen joined the Scrutiny Committee at its first meeting on 24th June to set the work programme for the municipal year. The meeting was held as a workshop to discuss the priorities of the Council, community and local partners relating to young people and families. After constructive debate, it was agreed that the Committee would conduct three in-depth investigations into the following areas:
· Transforming early years services
· Youth Crime Prevention Strategy

· Improving Family Health

The Committee also agreed to conduct mini examinations into the Building Schools for the Future Project, the Children and Young People’s Plan and Residential Care for children in Knowsley.

Helen believes “The fact the first meeting was held as a workshop gave me the ideal opportunity to meet and speak with everyone involved. Although I was new I felt my opinions were really valued. The Scrutiny support team and Councillor Moorhead have been really helpful settling me in early so I can provide valuable input at the earliest opportunity.  We decided on three key in depth reviews and I will be forming part of the working group to review the Youth Crime Prevention Strategy. I’m really looking forward to the year ahead. My next steps are to work with the Scrutiny support team and Parent Governor Support team to develop a strategy for communicating with all parents across the Borough. This will enable me to provide an effective voice for all parents in Knowsley in local decision making.         
There is more information on the role of Parent Governor Representatives and the Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee on their dedicated webpages.
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