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Knowsley Library Service – Local Studies and Archives Policy

Introduction 

Knowsley Library Service will, by virtue of its local studies and archive function, collect, preserve, organise and make available to the public for the purposes of research or consultation material relating to the lives and activities of our local communities, including the records generated by Knowsley MBC and its predecessor authorities. 

Knowsley Library Service is officially licensed as a repository for public records and was formally designated as such by the Lord Chancellor in 1991. As such, we will preserve and manage heritage collections in accordance with relevant legislative requirements and agreed professional standards 

Vision 

Knowsley Libraries will deliver and develop its heritage services as a meaningful tool of engagement for learning, tourism and leisure instilling a sense of place and purpose in its communities. 

Raising awareness and access 

Knowsley Library Service is committed to improving and broadening access to heritage collections and services both on and off site by:
· Publishing as much detail as possible about holdings through the creation of catalogues, lists and finding aids and making these available via national databases. 
· Allowing physical access to archive collections by appointment with an authorised officer. 
· Providing more opportunities for people to engage with heritage collections and services including family history. 
· Developing new audiences for heritage collections. 

· Raising the profile of Knowsley Archives by participating in regional and national networks and projects 

· Working towards the seamless integration of archives with traditional library resources 

· Selective digitisation of our most popular collections and publishing them on- line. 

Lifelong Learning 

We will play a key role in developing educational capacity at a local level, supporting learning, building knowledge and understanding of the local heritage by: 

· Investing in ICT and network connectivity to provide new opportunities for open and distance learners. 
· Creating digital content tailored to local needs. 
· Working in partnership with Schools Library Service/Museum Service etc. to deliver focused, interpretative heritage sessions to schools and community groups. 
· Offering an enquiry and advice service on heritage matters including family history 
· Providing opportunities for community engagement through meaningful volunteer placements 

