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SUSTAINABLE MODES OF TRAVEL STRATEGY
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SUSTAINABLE MODES OF TRAVEL STRATEGY
1. 
INTRODUCTION

1.1
Section 6 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 (the Act), places 
on Local Authorities a statutory duty to produce a Sustainable Modes 
of Travel strategy. The requirements under the terms of the Act are that 
the authority must:

· assess the and transport needs of children and young people;

· with regard to the journey to, from or between education sites, undertake and publish an audit of  that sustainable travel and transport infrastructure;
· using the intelligence gained from the audit, produce and publish a strategy to develop the sustainable travel and transport infrastructure within the authority, so that the travel and transport needs of children and young people are better served, and
· promote sustainable travel and transport modes on the journey to, from, and between schools and other institutions.

The document is supplementary to the Merseyside Local Transport 
Plan (which sets a strategic context for transportation on 
Merseyside) and represents Knowsley Council’s first Sustainable 
Modes of Travel Strategy.
2.
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

2.1
The strategy is a statement of our overall vision, objectives and 
work programme for improving accessibility to schools.


The underlying aspiration of the strategy is to provide parents and 
young people with contemporary guidance and information on the 
availability of sustainable travel options. 


It should be noted that it is a “working document” and as such, will be 
subject to continuous development and improvement.  


The strategy aims and objectives are to:  

· provide parents and young people with sustainable travel 

information

· deliver an infrastructure audit assessing the accessibility of all 
education sites (how easy they are to get to)
· ensure all schools are engaged in the travel planning process 
by 2010
· provide a borough wide map with sustainable transport routes 
to every education site

· allow all schools to access the school travel plan programme

· reduce the number of car trips to all education sites

· increase levels of walking and cycling

· improve the infrastructure to and from education sites
3.
School Transport in Knowsley 
3.1
There are currently 75 education sites in the borough of Knowsley. This figure is comprised of 55 primary schools, 10 secondary schools, 8 special schools and 2 further education sites, one in Huyton and one in Kirkby.
3.2
There are approximately 23,000 children and young people aged 0-19 in full-time education. This figure consists of 14,033 children in primary schools, 8,762 children in secondary schools, 419 in special education needs and 2,056 in further education (Appendix 1). In line with national trends, the number of children and young people is expected to continue to decline in future years. 

 Responsibilities in relation to Travel 

3.3 
The E&I Act inserted new sections 508B and 508C into the Education Act 1996. This places a requirement on local authorities to ensure that suitable travel arrangements for eligible children are made, where necessary, to facilitate their attendance at qualifying schools or other relevant institution where the child is receiving education.


These new arrangements include making suitable provision for the following children of compulsory school age, whereby:

· a pupil is under eight years old and the shortest available walking route to the nearest suitable school is over two miles;

· a pupil is aged eight or above and the shortest available walking route to the nearest suitable school is over three miles;

· the route, whatever length, is unsafe, even if the child is accompanied by an adult; 

· children have special educational needs, and where the need for home to school transport is agreed as part of the formal assessment process;

· A pupil with a short - term medical problem requires transport to school or;

· There are exceptional circumstances to be taken into consideration.
3.4
Prior to the Act, legislation dictated that that children aged 8-11 years of age must receive school transport free of charge, providing that they live between 3-6 miles from their nearest school. The Act has reduced this travel-to-school distance from 3 to 2 miles for children from low income families. The change will come into force in September 2007 for Primary Schools and September 2008 for Secondary Schools. 



School Transport Policy

3.5
Knowsley Council fulfils its statutory requirements in its Transport Policy for Pupils of Compulsory School Age.  

The Council’s policy exceeds the requirements of legislation by utilising its discretionary powers:
· providing free transport for all primary school pupils and the shortest available walking route to the nearest school is over two miles. school from low income families who live between 2 and 6 miles from a their   

· by allowing for the discretion for officers to award transport provision to pupils attending denominational schools (other than Roman Catholic) outside the borough when confirmation of religious observance is submitted; 

· where, following permanent exclusion, a pupil is placed in a school over three miles from home at the Authority’s request and; 

· and in cases where applications do not meet the criteria within the Transport Policy but there are extenuating circumstances, the application will be considered by a senior officer.


Merseytravel’s Draft School Transport Policy

3.6
The objective of the Merseytravel Draft School Transport Policy is to: 

 
“..secure best-value from Merseytravel’s bus services 
budget, so as to provide bus services that are principally 
aimed at serving schools where and when appropriate and 
in a way that supports the aims of the Local Transport Plan 
for Merseyside”.

Policy Area 2 of the Merseytravel policy states that in order to access dedicated bus services, the school should have, or be in the process of developing a Travel Plan. 

MORE HERE 
4. 
ASSESSMENT OF THE TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT 
NEEDS


Auditing Needs  
4.1
The widening of parental choice under the terms of the Act is likely to affect travel patterns, given that children may choose to travel further to school and this has been considered in producing the sustainable travel audit. 

Building Schools for the Future (BSF)

4.2
In addition, the Building Schools for the Future programme - where seven new learning centres will replace the existing ten secondary schools by 2012 - is likely to have a significant impact on the future demand for dedicated bus services. It should be noted that as a condition of the planning consent, these new schools will be required to submit travel plans, as will all future new-build or extended school facilities, including those identified in the Statement of Implementation.


Data Collection: School Travel Plans and PLASC (School Survey) 

4.3
School travel planning has been afforded the highest of priorities in Knowsley.  Prior to the arrival of the dedicated DFCS bursary post, the Council had already appointed a full-time school travel plan advisor, and both the Council and the wider Local Strategic Partnership have set timed targets within corporate strategies and the Local Area Agreement.  Knowsley’s School Travel Plan Strategy outlines the local context and current status of school travel planning in Knowsley.
4.4
Data gathered from school travel plans and the School Census will form a major part of the assessment for travel and transport needs, and be used to monitor the effectiveness of schemes and initiatives. To date, 48 of the 75 schools in Knowsley have adopted a travel plan (Appendix 2). In order to meet the DCSF/DfT 2010 aspiration for every school to have a travel plan, it will be necessary for the remaining schools to develop travel plans at the rate of 9 per year over the remaining lifetime of the programme. Of the outstanding 27 schools, 18 are engaged on the travel plan programme and working towards adoption. Appendix 3 gives an indication of the type of measures and initiatives currently available to each school. A number of Capital Programme Schemes have already been successfully implemented as a direct result of initiatives outlined in School Travel Plans. Finance to support these measures is typically obtained from within the transportation element of the capital programme of Regeneration and Neighbourhoods portfolio (Appendix 4).

4.5
Since 2002, data relating to existing and preferred method of travel to school has been collected via the travel planning process. Of the 75 education sites in Knowsley 60 have collected hands up data.  The data tables are set out below. 
4.6
Current Mode of Travel

All schools:

	Walk
	Cycle
	Car
	Car Share
	Bus
	Train

	7768
	175
	4842
	970
	504
	13

	54%
	1%
	34%
	7%
	4%
	0%



Primary schools:

	Walk
	Cycle
	Car
	Car Share
	Bus
	Train

	5979
	133
	4380
	692
	224
	2

	52%
	1%
	38%
	6%
	2%
	1%



Secondary schools:

	Walk
	Cycle
	Car
	Car Share
	Bus
	Train

	1783
	41
	447
	75
	264
	11

	68%
	2%
	17%
	3%
	10%
	0%



SEN schools:

	Walk
	Cycle
	Car
	Car Share
	Bus
	Train

	6
	1
	15
	203
	16
	0

	2%
	0%
	6%
	84%
	7%
	0%


4.7
Preferred Mode of Travel

All schools:

	Walk
	Cycle
	Car
	Car Share
	Bus
	Train

	9468
	1631
	1642
	170
	1208
	153



Primary schools:

	Walk
	Cycle
	Car
	Car Share
	Bus
	Train

	8579
	1339
	1120
	152
	115
	105

	75%
	12%
	10%
	1%
	1%
	1%


	Walk
	Cycle
	Car
	Car Share
	Bus
	Train

	1131
	765
	289
	36
	375
	25

	43%
	29%
	11%
	2%
	14%
	1%


4.8 
PLASC School Survey


In support of our existing data systems, Knowsley’s Directorate of Children’s Services (DCS) conducts the national School Census, within which is a question on mode of travel (Appendix 5).  However, the data collected so far has shown to be unreliable, and as responding to the question is not mandatory, response levels have been low.   
4.9
Further Education Sites

Kirkby Community College is the partner provider for Roby Community College. There are over 2000 pupils and nearly 700 staff between the two sites. Neither college has yet developed a travel plan, although this issue is being progressed by the Travelwise Merseyside Team.

4.10
The College offers financial support towards transport costs. Students who live more than 3 miles from college may be entitled to reimbursement of up to 100% of the cost of a Merseytravel SOLO ticket depending on their financial circumstances. Knowsley Directorate of Children’s Services also receives external funding from the Learning and Skills Council to provide financial support to further education students aged 16 – 19.  A grant of £100 is available as a contribution towards the cost of transport to students who live more than 3 miles from their school or college and who are claiming Education Maintenance Allowance.  Students aged 16 – 19 who do not qualify for Education Maintenance Allowance can receive a grant of £50 towards transport costs. However, this funding may stop at the end of the 2007/08 academic year.

4.11
An accessibility assessment, using the national Accession modelling software, has been undertaken at both FE sites.  The assessment revealed that over 90% of young people live within 30 minutes of further education in Knowsley. Areas of Halewood are beyond the 30 minutes travel time, and it is hoped that actions arising from the infrastructure audit will move towards addressing the issue. It should be noted that the DfT threshold for travel to FE sites is between 30-60 minutes.
4.12
Implications

Here

5.
Audit of Sustainable Travel & Transport Infrastructure
5.1
As a part of the duty placed on the authority by the Act, the Council has undertaken a borough - wide audit of that infrastructure which is considered to aid and promote sustainable modes of travel. 


An inventory has been compiled, which details:
· schools and Further Education locations and contact details
· details of dedicated school bus services

· bus stop locations, bus routes and times

· train stations, train routes and times

· walking routes Draft Pedestrian Strategy
· cycle lanes

· school Crossing Patrol locations

· pedestrian, Puffin and Toucan crossing locations

· roads hierarchy, speeds limits, traffic calming, 20mph zones
· school Travel Plans
· details of road safety education and training initiatives Rd Safety Plan
· extended schools activities
5.2
The inventory data has been fed into a user-friendly software engine and transformed into a “Getting to School” sustainable travel website. “Getting to School” is basically a web - based mapping programme. The website is designed to be user-friendly and to provide a holistic overview of the facilities and services available on the journey to all schools and colleges in the borough. It will provide parents and young people with easy access to a wide range of information, including that set out at 5.1 above.  Parents and young people will now be able to select a school (or college) of their choice, view the available sustainable travel options, draw conclusions and make informed decisions.  An example of the type of information available is presented at Appendix 6. 

6.
ACTION PLAN 


Introduce action plan here.

5. 
Marketing Strategy 
Knowsley Audit of the Sustainable travel Infrastructure
A. Promotional Strategy 

The Act also requires the Council to promote sustainable travel on the journey to and from schools and other educational establishments. The Council believes that this will be achieved by promoting sustainable travel initiatives as part of the school travel planning process. In addition, the “Getting to School” website will be promoted to all schools as part of the Year 6 transition information provided to parents and young people. 
B. Travelwise Merseyside

Merseytravel, Knowsley, Liverpool, Sefton, St Helens and Wirral Councils form the Local Transport Plan (LTP) partnership. The partners work together under the Travelwise Merseyside campaign.
C. Travel Plan Events

Our annual workshop event will support all schools with their travel plan and provide opportunities to share good practice and new ideas for marketing sustainable modes. This event also recognises schools who are working to reduce car use and encourage the use of sustainable modes.  The event is supported by the Travelwise Merseyside campaign.
D. Award Scheme
A Merseyside area-wide award scheme has been introduced. This allows each school with a newly adopted travel plan to receive a TravelWise award certificate.  The certificate is updated every year on receipt of their travel plan monitoring.

E. Curriculum activity
Sustainable living is a theme running through the National Curriculum at all Key Stages. In order to maximise curriculum opportunities Travelwise has developed education and training materials, which promote the benefits of sustainable transport modes.  An interactive curriculum resource is available within the TravelWise website, in addition to a School Travel Plan Guide which provides teaching ideas.  

Other curriculum links will be developed for secondary schools using Geography related mapping skills.
F. Websites

TravelWise School Zone website is the place for teachers, parents and pupils to find out about School Travel Plans in Merseyside.  For teachers there will be advice regarding writing and maintaining travel plans, as well as lesson plans and downloadable materials. These are available at: www.LetsTravelWise.org/SchoolZone 

Each of the partner’s web sites will be linked to the TravelWise School Zone. This site will provide web-based information resources for pupils and their parents to offer information and advice on home to school travel. This will include information on public transport services and sustainable ways of travelling to and from school. 

Schools will also be encouraged to sign up for the regular TravelWise electronic newsletters

G. Media strategy

The Travelwise Communications Strategy is designed to deliver comprehensive communications activity in support of the LTP objectives and unify all branding. As part of this strategy a proactive media campaign will be carried out in support of the school travel programme. This aims to harness the local media to convey positive messages regarding school travel plans and sustainable travel to school and facilitates a co-ordinated Merseyside approach. 

H. Walking
Schools on Merseyside are supported in promoting walking in many different ways such as Walking Days, Walking Bus, Walking Buddies, Golden Shoe Award and other classroom incentives. They have also received pedometer packs to promote Step Challenge and led walks have been organised as part of the Walking the Way to Health Initiative.  

Building on the successes of Walk to School Week, which has been running in Merseyside since 2001, Walk to School Merseyside is designed to integrate the two national/international weeks with a year round programme of walking events tailored to the individual needs of each school.  There is a wide variety of help and resources to support schools in their own walking initiatives. 

I. Cycling
Cycling promotion activities are co-ordinated across Merseyside and integrated alongside wider travel awareness activities. Promotions include:


· Bike Time, a series of bike rides in each authority promoting easy, fun family rides

· Cycle maps 

· Annual marketing campaigns that includes advertising to raise awareness of cycle information and resources 

· Bike to School Week

The Merseyside Local Transport Plan makes a commitment to delivering more cyclist training in support of encouraging cycling. Training is delivered by the Merseyside Local Authority Road Safety teams and the partners have established the Merseyside Cyclist Training and Promotion Service, a five year partnership with Cycling Solutions, a local Community Interest Company that provides cycle training to the National Standards.  This Merseybike scheme was launched in April 2006 and offers level 1 and 2 training for Year 5 and 6 students. Level 3 training is available to some secondary schools and adults. Cycling offers significant potential for increasing sustainable travel to school in an environment of increased choice, specialisation and collaborative working in education provision. All schools with a travel plan will be encouraged to participate in the cycle training initiative and the partners will continue to seek additional funding packages to enable National Standard training to be offered to more students.

J. Public Transport

Merseyside’s network of rail and bus services offers a comprehensive and reliable service for many journeys. Lack of information about public transport alternatives is often one of the most significant barriers to their use. Travelwise will continue to promote public transport within the school community and have several successful initiatives for example:

· A How to Get to Guide, which provides information on how to access the site not only by public transport but also walking and cycling
· Information packs for pupils moving on to Secondary Schools 

· Timetable displays within the school and links via the school website to Merseytravel’s website and personalised journey planner   

The Community Links Access Team based within Merseytravel work in partnership with schools to promote sustainable travel. The teams Education Initiative includes teacher resources and educational sessions to present the messages of why public transport, walking and cycling are so important.  Training, on how to use the packs is given at staff inset, and teacher training events. Resources are available for all primary and secondary key stages in education covering all ages including a pack to assist those with learning difficulties.  The education packs and sessions are particularly useful for teachers working with School Travel Advisors on Travel Plans and are frequently incorporated into School Travel Plan action plans.  The work of the Community Links Team plays an important role in connecting transport issues into citizenship and supporting schools in addressing behaviour on public transport as well as the wider sustainable transport agenda.
K. Action Plan

Following the assessment of the travel needs of pupils, the audit of the sustainable travel and transport infrastructure and the production of this strategy, an Action Plan will be developed. This will outline targets and deadlines to further develop the infrastructure and will be implemented over the lifetime of the Second Local Transport Plan.
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