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PGR Newsletter Spring 2011

Update on Parent Governor Representative activity
In June, Helen Baker-Latham joined Sally Ann Phillips on the Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee to represent Parent Governors in Knowsley.

This edition of the Newsletter will provide an update on some of the work and activities which have been undertaken by your Parent Governor Representatives and the Scrutiny Committee over the past few months. 

The Committee held its first formal meeting in June to identify their priorities to review over the year. It resolved to conduct three ‘in-depth’ investigations into:
· Reviewing the effectiveness of intervention in Early Years,
· Youth Crime Prevention, and;
· Improving Family Health.
The review of the effectiveness of intervention in early years started in August and finished in December. The aim of the review was to examine the early intervention work undertaken by the Borough’s Children’s Centres to see how effective this activity has been in achieving the right outcomes. The working group recognised that giving every child the best start in life is vital to support their future life chances. The Councillors engaged in a series of meetings with experts in the field and undertook visits to different Children’s Centres across the Borough. 
The review group felt that the current provision had established strong foundations on which further progress could be built. A series of recommendations were put forward which aimed to expand, broaden and strengthen the support available to vulnerable families and children.
The second review of youth crime prevention examined the number of young people entering the youth justice system and aimed to agree recommendations to improve the impact of current arrangements. The outcome of this review will be highlighted in the summer newsletter.
Helen participated as an active member on both reviews and she was able to put forward her views as a parent in Knowsley and fully supported the recommendations which resulted. 
As well as scrutiny reviews, the Committee has also reviewed the Council’s Children and Young People’s Plan and endorsed the Council’s proposed actions for improving outcomes for children and young people. 
The Summer edition of the PGR Newsletter will feature a further update on the work of your Parent Governor Representatives. If you would like further information, please contact the Governor Support Service: governor.support@knowsley.gov.uk
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