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We’ve hit our targets...
but there’s still a long way to go!



Recycling brings rewards

Recycling for Knowsley - May 2009

Four Knowsley residents are £250
better off - thanks to their success
in our Knowsley News Recycling
Rewards competition.

Brenda Ryan, of Henlow Avenue, Kirkby, Mary O’Brien of
Swanside Avenue, Huyton, Sarah Dixon of Roughdale
Avenue, Kirkby and Mike Wade, of Waterside Park, Roby
are the first four lucky winners of our easy-to-enter
competition. This rewards residents’ who use their grey bin
to recycle paper, cardboard, plastic bottles, glass bottles,
glass jars and cans.

Since its launch in the last edition of Knowsley News, the
competition offering prizes totalling £3,000 in gift vouchers,
has attracted a bumper response from hundreds of
householders across the Borough. The competition will
continue in the next two editions of Knowsley News -
so there’s still plenty of time to enter.

Knowsley has hit its 25% recycling target for 2008/09. Residents
across the Borough currently recycle a quarter of all their waste.

This is a massive 64% increase on the previous year - and a vote of
confidence for the grey bin recycling service. Since the new service
was introduced last June, residents have recycled 8,000 tonnes
of waste.

So a big thank you to everyone whose recycling efforts have made
this possible.

But we still have a
long way to go. The Council needs to reduce the amount of waste
it sends to landfill and achieve an ambitious target to recycle 30%
of all houshold waste during the coming year.

If we don’t hit this target, the Government will impose heavy
landfill penalties. These penalties could reach £7 million -  money
which would be better spent on improving services for Knowsley
residents, such as teachers, schools and leisure centres.

I hope this recycling update will give you helpful information and
encourage you to make the most of your recycling service.

Councillor Dave Lonergan, Cabinet Member for Neighbourhood Delivery 

We’ve done it...
but there’s still a long way to go!

Recycling Rewards Winners: Brenda Ryan and Mike Wade
receive their vouchers from Knowsley Council’s Cabinet Member

for Neighbourhood Delivery Councillor Dave Lonergan (pictured right)
and John Flaherty (pictured left) - Service Director

for Neighbourhood Delivery.

Knowsley has
hit its 25%
recycling target
for 2008/09



Around 20% of the waste produced by an average
household is food waste. When this decomposes in a landfill
site it produces methane, which is a harmful greenhouse
gas that contributes to global warming.

That’s why we’re introducing a new ‘opt-in’ food waste
collection service to divert this waste away from landfill.
To help you decide if the new service is right for you, we’ve
answered a few of your potential questions.

Question: When will the food waste collection service start? 

Answer: The proposed start date is 5th October 2009.

Question: Do I have to participate in this service? 

Answer: The food waste collection service will be provided
on a voluntary ‘opt in’ basis - you tell us if you want to
get involved.

Question: Will I get a new bin?

Answer: Residents who ‘opt in’ to the new food waste
collection service will be provided with an external caddy for
storage of food waste. Residents will also be provided with a
small internal kitchen caddy and a supply of compostable

liners which can be used to store food waste before
transferring it to the external caddy. Food waste will be
collected by the Council on a weekly basis.

Question: What food waste will I be able to recycle?

• Meat and fish – raw and cooked including bones;
• All dairy products such as eggs and cheese;
• Raw and cooked vegetables and fruit;
• Bread, cakes and pastries;
• Rice, pasta and beans;
• Uneaten food from your plates and dishes; and
• Tea bags and coffee grounds.

Question: What happens to the food waste once it has
been collected?

Answer: The collected food waste will be delivered to
Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority for composting. This is
a continuous dry operation which normally takes between
10 and 14 days to complete. The process converts the
organic food waste into a natural fertiliser that enriches the
soil and returns nutrients to the earth.

Question: How do I sign up for this service?
Answer: Please let us know you are interested in joining the scheme before 29th May 2009. by:
•    logging onto our website: www.knowsley.gov.uk • calling into any one-stop shop in Knowsley
•    ringing our Customer Contact Centre on 443 4031 • completing and returning the form on the back page

of this newsletter

Food for thought

The Council is set to offer
households a new food waste
collection service from 5th
October this year.
The new service will be provided on a voluntary opt-in basis with residents asked to sign up for separate
food waste collections. Collecting food waste in this way will prevent it going straight to landfill, avoid
financial penalties of up to £150 per tonne, to minimise the impact of waste disposal on climate change.

Residents who opt in to the new service will be provided with a small caddy for storing food waste outside.
They will also receive a mini caddy and a supply of compostable liners which can be used to securely store
food waste in the kitchen before transferring it to the external caddy.

The food waste will be collected by the Council on a weekly basis and taken for composting into a soil
improving fertiliser.

coming soon...
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NEW food waste recycling service



For further information about your recycling services contact Knowsley Council’s Environmental Helpline on
0151 443 2400 www.knowsley.gov.uk

✗Yes Please No Thanks

I would like to join the food waste collection scheme

Name: ............................................................................................. Address: ........................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................ Postcode: ......................................................................................

Tel No: ............................................................................................ Email: .............................................................................................

Please send completed form to: Food Waste Collections, KMBC, FREEPOST LV6600, L36 6AB.

✃

✓
Envelopes

(please remove windows)
Paper/Newspapers

& Magazines

Food & Cereal boxes Cardboard Phone books

Food tins and drink cans
(Place lids inside cans)

Plastic bottles Glass bottles and jars

Plastic tubs Aerosols

Juice cartons (Tetra Pak)

Plastic bags

Polystyrene

We’ve been listening!
Did you know that you can now recycle
shredded paper in your blue green waste
bin? If you need a bigger blue bin please
contact Environmental Helpline on
443 2400.

Making the most of your recycling service. We’ve
answered a few of your most frequently asked
questions.

Question: Do I need to put my recyclable waste in
plastic bags?
Answer: NO! Please do not place any items of
recyclable waste into plastic carrier bags or bin bags
and please do not use bin liners in your grey recycling
bin. All recycled waste should be placed loose into your
grey bin.

Question: What kind of plastic can be recycled?
Answer: Only certain types of plastic can be recycled
in Knowsley. As a general rule, only dispose of plastic
bottles in your grey bin e.g. milk bottles, soft drinks
bottles, washing up liquid bottles, shampoo bottles,
detergent bottles. NO PLASTIC BAGS PLEASE

Question: Can drinks cartons be recycled?
Answer: Please do not put drinks cartons in your grey
bin. Special ‘TetraPak’ banks are provided for the
collection of drinks cartons at the following locations:
• Huyton ASDA
• Tesco Prescot
• Huyton Hey Car Park
• Higher Road, Halewood 
• McDonalds Car Park, Kirkby Town Centre 

Question: Should I crush my recycled waste before
I place it in the bin?
Answer: NO! please rinse plastic bottles and food and
drinks cans, to keep your bin clean, and place them
loose into your grey bin.

Question: What can I put into the
garden waste blue bin?
Answer: All of the following can be placed into
the blue bin: grass cuttings, leaves, hedge and
tree clippings, twigs and branches, flowers,
plants and weeds.

YOUR GUIDE TO GREY BIN RECYCLING            REMEMBER - PLEASE DO NOT PLACE ITEMS IN PLASTIC BAGS


