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news

Welcome to the latest edition of

f you are looking for inspiration, 

pages 28 & 29 are jam-packed with 

events for the whole family to enjoy. 

The articles we’ve included on page 12 

might also give you some ideas for more 

active challenges, to get you all fi t and 

healthy in 2011.

 

In addition to ideas about things to do 

in your leisure time, we have dedicated 

Once you think you’ve found them all, you 

can tell Easter Bunny the good news by 

visiting the Knowsley Council website. 

You will need to give the Easter Bunny 

your name, age, telephone number or 

email address, and let him know how 

many golden eggs you’ve found.

If you’ve found all of the missing golden 

eggs, you will be entered into a special 

prize draw. Those lucky youngsters whose 

names are picked out of a hat will get a 

reward from the Easter Bunny of an 

Easter egg.

the centre four pages of the magazine to 

businesses in the borough. We have been 

out and about across Knowsley talking 

to business owners and traders to see 

how they have been coping in the tough 

economic conditions. What has become 

clear is that a ‘business as usual’ approach is 

helping fi rms and owners face challenges 

and keep the borough thriving.

As always, I hope you enjoy reading 
the magazine and fi nd the news and 
updates of interest to you.I

     After a long and cold winter, spring has fi nally arrived in 
Knowsley! As the weather warms up and the lighter nights 
are only just around the corner, there is more reason than 
ever to get out and about in the borough.

Easter is just around the corner, and the Easter Bunny has already been busy in Knowsley! But whilst 
he’s been working hard getting all of the eggs ready to deliver, he seems to have lost some.

“

Cllr Ron Round

Leader of Knowsley Council

The Easter Bunny needs your help!

 www.knowsley.gov.uk

Good luck and happy hunting! 

he Easter Bunny needs 
your help to hunt for 
the missing golden 

eggs, which are all hidden 
somewhere in this magazine. 
How many can you fi nd? 

T

”

For our younger readers...

*The competition is open to our younger readers (under 16s)
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Your views
If you have any comments please 

contact the editor, Steve Roberts.

Knowsley News

Chief Executive’s Directorate

Knowsley Council

Huyton Municipal Buildings

Archway Road

Huyton, L36 9YU

telephone: 443 3066
email: 
knowsleynews@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley News is also available 
in other formats including Braille, 
large print and audio tape. If you are 
registered blind or visually impaired 
you should receive an audio tape 
version of the magazine. Ring 
customer services on 443 4031

or email:
customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk

in this issue: Good Neighbour 
Awards
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This has meant some really hard decisions over what needs to be 
prioritised and how the council can reduce spending while protecting 
the key services that Knowsley residents and businesses depend on.  
On 2 March 2011 the council agreed its budget for the forthcoming year 
and identifi ed the savings it needs to reach its £23.6 million target in 
2011/12. 

The majority of savings and effi  ciencies have been taken from back offi  ce 

processes and lower priority services in a bid to protect the services that are 

most important to you.

Despite diminishing resources, the budget strategy has ensured that facilities 

such as libraries and children’s centres will remain open. Eligibility criteria for 

adult and children’s social care will be protected, and key street scene service 

levels will be maintained for streets, highways, town centres and parks.

A range of key initiatives will also go ahead. These projects include: 

•  Town centre regeneration plans for Kirkby, Stockbridge Village, Halewood 
and Prescot will continue as planned

•  The replacement of street lighting across the borough will go ahead

•  Investment into leisure facilities in Stockbridge Village, Prescot and Huyton 
will be delivered

•  The investment in our primary school rebuilding and refurbishment 
programme will continue.

As part of setting this year’s budget, the council has also announced that 

there will be no increase in council tax for residents this year and no 

compulsory redundancies for permanent council staff . 

02    www.knowsley.gov.uk
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Budget update
Knowsley Council has faced a massive reduction in the funding it 
receives from the Government for 2011/12, with over 20% less 
money to fund services next year. 

Sheena Ramsey, Chief Executive of 

Knowsley Council, commented,

“

”

        Given the fi nancial challenges 
we are facing, this has been an 
extremely diffi  cult budget process 
and one that has involved some 
tough decisions and signifi cant 
changes to the way in which we 
work and deliver our services.

We realise however that we are 
not the only ones facing up to 
challenges both fi nancial and 
otherwise. Therefore, we have set 
our budget very much with our 
residents and their needs in mind.

Although we have made signifi cant 
progress to address our budget 
issues, the challenge continues 
and we still have signifi cant future 
fi nancial issues to address in the 
coming years. We are likely to 
have to fi nd another £30 million 
between now and 2014.  

As ever, I have been impressed and 
proud of the support we have 
received from Knowsley’s 

communities during 
what has been an 

uncertain time for 
all. I am confi dent 
that with your 
support we will 

continue 
to meet 
challenges, 
like this, 
head on.

The savings have been made from:

•  A reduction of approximately 100 senior management positions to 
make savings of £4.3 million

•  The deletion of 430 staff  posts through voluntary severance, 
managed redeployment and early retirement

• Reduced and streamlined back offi  ce and support services

•  Redesigning front line services and reallocating resources from lower 
priority services

• Maximising effi  ciencies from across the council 



At the end of last year, we asked 
all our readers for their views and 
opinions about what matters most 
to you in the borough. We asked 
you to tell us what your priorities are 
and how you and your communities 
might be able to support our work.

What’s hot
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Here is a summary of what you told us...

Sheena Ramsey added,

“

”

        As you know, we have 
been working hard to identify 
the savings we need in recent 
months and your feedback and 
support has helped us greatly in 
this work. 

Your comments give us a 
fantastic insight into what 
matters most to you and what 
services and support you rely on. 

Thanks to everyone who took 
the time to complete our survey 
and share their views.

Your views...

•  More than half of you are aware of the government’s plans to 

encourage more people to become involved in their local community. 

•  Of those who responded, more than two thirds (68%) either agreed 

or strongly agreed that people should be more involved in the 

community in the coming years. 

•  In general, those who responded were unsure as to whether people 

will be more involved in their community in the coming years. 

•  Those who responded felt that people in the community 

should get more involved with community safety.

•  Community safety (for example, police), environment 

& waste (for example, bin collections, recycling and open 

spaces) and health (for example, services supporting GPs, 

walk-in centres and hospitals) are the things that are most 

important to you in Knowsley.

Community safety

Leisure and culture

Childrens services and education

Environment and waste

Housing and homelessness

Roads, planning and economy

Adult social care

Health
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The awards paid tribute to people who have made a signifi cant 

diff erence to the lives of their neighbours or the local community.

ary Edgar from North Huyton 

was presented with the 

borough-wide Good Neighbour 

in Knowsley Award.  Mary is described as 

being a wonderful neighbour who goes 

the extra mile, even fi nding the time to set 

up the Knitwits knitting group - teaching 

others new skills and donating the items 

made to charity.

The awards have been set up by the 

Knowsley Partnership to demonstrate the 

depth of goodwill and community spirit 

that exists in Knowsley.

Over the coming months, there are even more reasons to celebrate with your neighbours . . .

On Friday 29 April, the Royal Wedding 

between Prince William and Kate 

Middleton takes place, and the annual 

Big Lunch is on Sunday 5 June. 

Both off er a great opportunity for friends, 

neighbours and communities to come 

together; laugh, share food and get to 

know each other. It is a great chance for 

the people of Knowsley to do something 

which they love doing – talking to 

each other and having fun!

Why not use this as an opportunity to 

organise your own street party and get 

to know your neighbours?

For help and advice on how to organise 

an event, ring 443 3759 or visit 

www.thebiglunch.com

Sheena Ramsey, Chief Executive of 

Knowsley Council, said, “There are many 

great people who live in Knowsley, but 

I was overwhelmed that we received 

more than 300 nominations. This clearly 

demonstrates the strength of community 

spirit we have here in the borough.”

She added, 

A total of 22 awards were presented 
and the overall area winners were:

Victoria Hodson North Kirkby
Elaine Parr South Kirkby
Jan Owens South Huyton
Tony See Halewood
Doreen McCulloch Prescot, Whiston, Cronton & Knowsley Village

Good Neighbour celebrations

The stars from Knowsley’s communities were given a standing 
ovation at the second Good Neighbour Awards. 

04     www.knowsley.gov.uk

“         All nominees were worthy 

winners and are a credit to 

themselves, their families, their 

communities, and to Knowsley.

M
ty

Aaron and Alan Hughes, winners of the 

child (0 to 11) category, South Huyton.

given aa sssttaannddiinnngggg
s.

” 

Mary Edgar, winner of borough-wide 

Good Neighbour in Knowsley Award

Good Neighbours celebrate 
community spirit in Knowsley
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The Safer Knowsley Partnership 

tackles crime and disorder by bringing 

together all the organisations directly 

involved.

This includes Knowsley Council, Merseyside 

Police, NHS Knowsley, Merseyside Fire and 

Rescue Service, Merseyside Probation and 

Merseyside Police Authority.

Local people raise their concerns to the 

partnership at public meetings, surveys, 

via email, face-to-face conversations with 

offi  cers and by phone.

As a result of the concerns raised, the 

partnership has targeted drug and alcohol 

misuse, theft, burglary, domestic abuse and 

hate crime, as well as anti-social behaviour.

They’ve also worked on lesser-known 

issues such as managing off enders in the 

community, setting projects for community 

payback and preventative work with 

children and young 

people in schools 

and youth centres.

The partnership’s commitment 

to tackle crime and disorder 

continues, and there is a list of 

useful contacts at the back of this 

magazine.

Elections 2011

05

Crime in Knowsley 
is down 14%

The fall in crime in 2010 included:

91 fewer vehicle thefts

665 fewer incidents of criminal damage

50 fewer robberies

164 fewer burglaries

ent 

email elections@knowsley.gov.uk to 
request an application form. 

Thursday 14 April 2011 is the 
deadline for receipt of registration forms 
and postal vote applications for local 

There will be two polling station changes on the 5 May 2011, which are:

elections and referendum.

Details of the candidates nominated for 
the local elections will be announced in 
April. Visit the Knowsley Council website 
for further updates.

The borough and parish elections 

are taking place in Knowsley on 

Thursday 5 May, so make sure you 

are registered to vote. This is your 

opportunity to elect councillors to 

work for the good of your community. 

A national referendum on proposed 
changes to voting arrangements for 
future Parliamentary Elections will also 
be held on this date. 

If you are not registered to vote, or if 
you want to apply for a postal vote, 
contact Knowsley Council’s elections 

helpline on 443 2222. You can also 

St Dominic’s RC School
Southdean Road, Huyton

Simonswood Primary School
Minstead Avenue, Kirkby 

Old location New location

Hope Primary School
Lordens Road, Huyton

Sacred Heart Parochial Club
Briery Hey Avenue, Kirkby

There were 1,719 fewer victims of crime last year 
than in 2009. And 1,283 fewer incidents of 
anti-social behaviour were reported.

In an emergency, people should always dial 999.
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More services and information 
now available online

The new secure service is being launched 

specifi cally for council tax and benefi ts 

information at this stage. The council will, 

however, be looking at ways to bring 

more services and transactions online in 

the coming months. These developments 

to the council website will enhance the 

facilities that are already available through 

the ‘Do it online’ section of the site. 

Bringing more facilities and transactions 

online will make life easier for those 

residents who wish to access information 

outside of working hours or at weekends. 

This will also help to reduce the costs 

associated with written correspondence 

and enquiries to the contact centre or 

One Stop Shops. 

As a Knowsley resident, you are now able to view your council tax bill and benefi ts information via 
the council’s website. For the fi rst time ever, residents who register will be able to access ‘real time’ 
information about their payments and bills online.

To register for free, please visit the council’s 

website and click on the ‘Residents sign in’ 

button on the homepage.  

A similar service has 

also been launched 

for landlords in the 

borough (see page 8).

Knowsley Housing Trust has closed its Tower Hill offi  ce and is 
refurbishing its Page Moss offi  ce until mid-April. This will aff ect 
you if you usually make council payments at these offi  ces.

However, it is still very simple to make a 
payment to Knowsley Council. You can 
ring 443 4476 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 
5pm and Saturday 10am to 12.30pm) or 
pay online through the council’s website. 
You can also pay by cash at any Paypoint 
outlet. Find your nearest outlet by visiting 
www.paypoint.co.uk/locator.aspx

Payments can be made by card, cheque 
or cash at the council’s One Stop Shops 
in Halewood, Huyton, Kirkby and Prescot. 
The new opening times for all One 
Stop Shops are 9am to 5pm, Monday 

to Friday only.

Stockbridge Village One Stop Shop 

surgeries are no longer available. Residents 

should now visit one of the other One Stop 

Shops, ring the Contact Centre on 

489 6000 or use our online services.

Please note that the Saturday surgery of 

Maria Eagle MP will now be based on the 

ground fl oor of the Halewood Centre.

Local councillor Saturday surgeries at the 

Prescot One Stop Shop conference room 

will remain in the same location.

Customer services update

Knowsley NewsKnowsley News

Residents sign in

Do it online



The council has supported parks, allotments 

and community groups to make successful 

funding bids to a number of agencies. 

These include the Big Lottery, KHT and the 

Forestry Commission.  Bids for a further 

£500,000 have also been submitted. 

The funding is bringing new play equipment, 

woodland, meadowland and allotment 

improvements.  

There will also be new park entrances and 

pathways, a walking club development, family 

fun days and outdoor education programmes.

The funding is a key part of Knowsley’s Green 

Space Strategy - a four-year plan to improve 

green spaces across the borough. For more 

information, please contact 443 2443. 

On Saturday 28 May, visitors to Prescot will 

be transported back to the 14th century at the 

Elizabethan Fayre. Enjoy traditional crafts such 

as weavers, potters and thatchers, as well as birds 

of prey, Elizabethan dancing and much more! 

The fayre will be open from 10am to 2.30pm.

Admission is free. For more information, please 

ring Prescot Museum on 430 7787. 

Prescot town centre will also be hosting the 

popular producers’ market on Saturday 2 April. 

There will be a wide range of produce, crafts 

     and other products on off er. For more   

              details, please ring 477 4000. 

and when the lights should come on. 

The column lights in residential and 

town centre areas will also be fi tted with 

white bulbs to improve visibility. 

The council has appointed Tay Valley 

Lighting Limited (TVL) as the preferred 

bidder to deliver the 25-year service 

contract expected to start this summer.

The scheme will deliver a range of 

benefi ts to residents, businesses and 

visitors alike including improved visibility, 

road safety and feelings of safety, as well 

as environmental improvements such as 

reduced energy consumption.

What’s hot
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Green spaces grab grants  
Parks and open spaces across 
Knowsley will benefi t from an extra 
£380,000 of funding thanks to a 
fundraising partnership between the 
council and local groups.

Benefi ting from the funding: 

Court Farm Woods (top), Sawpit 

Park (above) and Millbrook Park 

Millennium Green.

£58 million street lighting 
scheme in Knowsley 
will go ahead

Elizabethan fayre and 
producers’ market comes 
to Prescot

he Department for Transport has 

agreed to provide up to 

£58 million to replace more than 

70% of Knowsley’s street lighting as 

well as many traffi  c signs, bollards, 

beacons and subway lights.  

The scheme will use new technology 

which can detect natural lighting levels 

T
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New online 
information 
service for 
landlords in 
Knowsley

Changes to welfare benefi ts
Residents need to be aware of major changes which are 
being introduced by the Government.

Rented properties 
get thumbs up

The free service removes 
the need for time consuming 
and expensive written 
correspondence and enquiries 
made through the Contact 
Centre or One Stop Shops. 
It also gives landlords the 
freedom to choose when they 
want to access information, 
even if it is out-of-hours or at 
the weekend. 

All landlords currently 
registered with the council and 
receiving payments directly 
have been informed of the new 
service and encouraged to sign 
up. Registration only takes a 
matter of minutes and landlords 
will then be provided with a 
personal log in and password 
which will allow them access to 
their own secure information 
online.

The scheme ensures that homes are of 

a good quality, meet health and safety 

regulations and are well-managed.

It’s good news for landlords who get 

free support and advice from the 

council and good news for tenants 

who can have confi dence that a 

property meets all regulations.

Landlords will also soon 

benefi t from home fi re safety 

checks and anti-social 

behaviour advice.

A new service for 
landlords in Knowsley 
has now been launched 
on the council’s website. 
The new landlord 
information portal 
allows landlords to 
access real-time 
information about the 
properties they own, 
seven days a week. 

Dozens of privately rented properties across 
Knowsley have been given the seal of 
approval through the council’s Landlord 
Accreditation Scheme.

•  The Government’s changes may 

reduce the amount of money paid out 

through Local Housing Allowance. You 

will no longer be able to claim more 

money than the amount you pay in rent 

to your landlord, and the amount the 

council pay each week may reduce.

•  If you have someone who lives in 

your home, is claiming benefi ts, and 

is expected to contribute towards 

your rent, the amount they need to 

pay will increase from April.

The council has written to all residents who receive benefi ts to make them aware of these 

changes and how they are likely to be aff ected. 

For more information, visit the Knowsley Council website. 

Two changes will come into eff ect in April:

If you are a private landlord and want 

to fi nd out more about the scheme, 

please ring 443 2287 or email 

housing@knowsley.gov.uk  
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Help to keep the roof 
over your head

A scheme in Knowsley is 
rescuing people from 
homelessness by 
off ering new 
solutions to 
mortgage debt.

House swap 
changes life
Knowsley resident Barbara White 

has swapped homes in a new 

scheme to tackle overcrowding 

and under-occupation.

Fifty-nine-year-old Barbara was living 
in a three-bedroom house in North 
Huyton but health problems were 
making it diffi  cult for her to get around.

She talked over her situation with the 
housing options service and she’s now 
in a one-bedroom bungalow in a quiet 
close.

“It’s absolutely brilliant,” said Barbara, 
whose move to the house in Prescot 
took just six weeks from start to fi nish.

“I love it. I should’ve done this years 
ago, but didn’t think I could.”

“It’s much easier for me to get around 
as there are no stairs and I can clean up 
in just an hour, so I can keep on top of 
everything.”

Barbara’s old house is now home to a 
family who needed a larger property.

A derelict house has been brought 
back to life and is now home to 
a young family.

The three-bedroom property on 

Shaftesbury Avenue in Kirkby had been 

repossessed and left to fall into disrepair, 

before being transformed by the council 

and Knowsley Housing Trust.

The property was attracting anti-social 

behaviour and had become a blight on 

the neighbourhood.

Now it has been completely renovated 

and provides spacious modern living 

facilities. The local community also 

benefi ted from work and training 

opportunities during the construction. 

One Knowsley resident who was 

unemployed has gone on to gain a 

full-time, permanent position with the 

main contractor on the project.

Derelict  property   transformed

The Mortgage Rescue Scheme means 

people who are struggling to pay for 

their homes can sell them to a housing 

association and rent them back.

The owner then pays the housing 

association rent or the remaining part of 

the mortgage at a reduced rate.

The scheme is run in Knowsley by the 

council’s housing service, working in 

partnership with Knowsley Housing Trust.

One resident who has benefi ted from the 

scheme said, 

“       This has really taken the 

pressure off  us. We’ve put a lot 

into this house over the years and 

would’ve had nothing to show for 

that if we’d lost it. Getting this help 

has taken all the stress off  us. ”

Before

After
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Steelwork signing 
marks project progress

To mark the progress of this 

£25 million regeneration initiative, 

a steel signing event on the site of 

the new primary school took place 

last month. Pupils from the current 

Nine Tree and Brookside Community 

primary schools (which will come 

together to form the new school) along 

with representatives of the council and 

contractors Morgan Sindall, signed the 

steel girders that will form the skeleton 

of the new school. 

The new school building will provide 

state-of-the-art educational space and 

facilities will include a range of classrooms, 

breakout spaces and a main hall. In 

addition, the school will also boast 

exciting outdoor features such as a large 

play deck, timber shelters for outdoor 

teaching, sensory gardens and 

horticulture / growing areas. 

There will also be a nursery for three to 

fi ve-year-olds and a children’s centre 

off ering excellent 0 to fi ve-year-old 

provision under one roof. In addition, 

there will be community facilities and 

direct access to the learning resource 

centre (library).

“I think this is excellent,” said seven-year-old 

Lewis Cass, who is currently at Brookside 

school and was among the four children 

who signed the steel posts.

“It will be great to have a new school – and 

this one has got an upstairs – I’ve never 

been to a school with an upstairs before.”

Paige Rimmer, who’s 10 and also goes to 

Brookside, said,

The new school, children and family 

centre is just one part of a much wider 

regeneration project that will transform 

Stockbridge Village Centre. Other 

developments on the way include a 

new neighbourhood centre containing 

a swimming pool, state-of-the-art gym 

and leisure facilities, learning resource 

centre and police access point. In addition, 

there will also be a multi-use games 

area (MUGA), a new supermarket and 

improvements to landscaping and public 

open space in the village centre.

With work progressing rapidly on the site, 

these new facilities will soon be ready for 

the entire community to enjoy. 

“
”

        It’s great – we’ll have loads 

of room and we’ll get to play in 

a rooftop play area.

Anyone who has recently visited 
Stockbridge Village will be aware that 
work to construct a new school, health, 
leisure and retail facilities in the village 
centre is progressing well. 

The foundations have already been 
completed and steelwork across the 
site is now up as the buildings 
begin to take shape.

(L-R) Sarah Tomlinson, 11, Nine Tree Primary; Lewis Case, 7, 

Brookside Primary; Jill Albertina, head teacher of new school; 

Edward Anderson, 11, Nine Tree Primary and Paige Rimmer, 10, 

Brookside Primary.

Knowsley NewsKnowsley News

Key dates:
Primary school

-  Open September 2011

New supermarket

-  Open autumn 2011

Neighbourhood centre

-  Open early 2012

Landscape work and new 

public spaces

-  Completed spring/summer 2012
School news

The Temporary Governing Body has now 

offi  cially agreed that the school will be 

named Stockbridge Village Primary School. 

In addition, they have confi rmed that they 

have now appointed Ms Jill Albertina as 

the new head teacher (pictured top right).
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Knowsley Leisure and Culture Park
- a step closer

Neptune Developments has signed a 

legal agreement with Knowsley Council 

to build a new supermarket on the 

site along with a range of individual 

shopping units. The 48,000 sq ft 

scheme will accommodate a number 

of well-known retailers.

The plans were approved by the council 

in November and include a new bus 

interchange facility, car parking and 

possibly a new pub/restaurant.

The retail development completes the major 

regeneration of the site, which also saw the 

opening of the groundbreaking Halewood 

Centre in January 2009. The Halewood Centre 

brings together a range of Knowsley Council, 

NHS Knowsley and community services in 

one building.

The new facility on Longview Drive in 

Huyton is due to be opened this autumn.  

Two 25m lane pools, including an 

eight-lane competition pool and ramp 

access for disabled users, will be among 

the facilities. There will also be a 

six-court sports hall, fi tness suite, squash 

court, spa facilities, dance studios and a 

café area.

Approval has also been secured to build 

an outdoor velodrome and BMX cycle 

track at the rear of the new facility.  This 

is being funded by NHS Knowsley, British 

Cycling Whole Sports Plan and Sport 

England Sustainable Facilities Fund.

The 400m velodrome will have a 7m 

wide cycle track. The BMX track will be 

in the middle of the velodrome. Work on 

this started at the end of February and 

will be open this autumn. Sheena Ramsey, 

Chief Executive of Knowsley Council, 

commented, 

A multi-million pound investment in leisure facilities 
in Knowsley is taking shape. Work has been completed 
on major sections of the external walls and the swimming 
pools - a major feature of the new development. 

“        These are exciting times and you can now 

clearly see the progress made. The new velodrome 

will also create an opportunity to form a new cycling 

club. The entire site provides not only improvements to 

leisure facilities in the area, but also to the local economy 

and employment opportunities within the borough.”
Raven Court update Plans to complete the £16 million regeneration of Halewood’s 

Raven Court site have moved a major step forward.
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Knowsley Active Challenge 2011

Knowsley women 
urged to enter 
Race for Life 2011  
Mums, nans, sisters, aunts and female 

friends are being urged to enter the 

Race for Life at Knowsley Hall on 

Wednesday 6 July. 

Race for Life is the UK’s largest women-

only fundraising event. Women of all ages, 

shapes, sizes and abilities join together 

to walk, jog or run 5km to raise money to 

help beat cancer.

Louise Stephenson, Swimming 

Development Manager at Knowsley  

Health and Wellbeing, said, “This is 

fantastic news for local swimmers in the 

community. It will provide them with the 

resources needed to access swimming 

from beginners through to elite levels.”

For information ring 443 2123.

Go the distance in 2011 by taking part in the Knowsley Active Challenge on Sunday 15 May.

Set in the beautiful grounds 
of Knowsley Hall, this 
really is a running event 
with a diff erence. 

You can join in the following: Whatever your age or ability, why not 

get involved and have a great family 

fun day out? Browse the stalls and 

enjoy the free entertainment and 

activities on off er throughout the day.

The closing date for entries is Friday 

6 May. For more information ring 

Michelle Gilmurray on 443 5894, 

email michelle.gilmurray@

knowsley.gov.uk or visit the council’s 

website for an entry form.

>  3km or 8km walks 
>  Junior Active Challenge 
>  Adult 5km Challenge

Olympian launches new 
swimming strategy in Knowsley
Olympic medalist Steve Parry launched Knowsley’s fi rst Aquatic Strategy 
and National Teaching Plan with help from local school children.

The children, all from local swimming 

clubs across the borough, helped to 

celebrate the occasion by having their 

very own mini Olympic Games.

 

The strategy has been created to help 

increase the number of local people 

involved with swimming in Knowsley. 

It also aims to create a 

pathway for swimmers 

from the beginning 

stages through to 

podium success 

at events like the 

Olympic Games. 

Women in Knowsley can 

enter Race for Life at 

www.raceforlife.org 

or by calling    

0871 641 1111.
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Business as usual
Despite the current economic climate, business continues to thrive in Knowsley. From farm shops to market stalls, there’s a 
wide range of businesses doing well across the borough. The following four pages will feature a mixture of news stories and 
interviews with local businesses from across Knowsley.

Terry’s Village NewsTerry’s Village News is a newspaper kiosk in 
Huyton town centre. Terry Corcoran, the owner, 

has been selling newspapers for an impressive 
64 years. 

Q. Why did you choose this location?
A. I’ve always been in the heart of the village but it was 

nice to start selling papers under cover. It was a wooden 

kiosk at fi rst but then we rebuilt it in brick.Q. How have you managed in the economic downturn?

A. Our business doesn’t seem to have been aff ected – 

people always seem to want to buy a paper!Q. What is the secret of success in business?
A. Be friendly to people and keep smiling! Some of our 

older customers might not have spoken to people for days. 

We chat to them - about the old days and the air raids, all 

that sort of thing. Young people are also regular 

customers here.

“

”

       Q. When did you set up the business?
A. We’ve been working from this kiosk in 
the centre of Huyton Village for about 20 
years.  But I’ve been selling newspapers in 

Huyton since I was an eight-year-old boy 
back in 1947, outside the Mayfair cinema. 

Halewood’s world famous Jaguar Land 

Rover plant has just completed a huge 

recruitment drive – with Knowsley 

Council helping the company secure 

the best people for the job, locally. 

Particular emphasis during recruitment 

was on securing positions for people 

               who had been out of work for 

                             some time.

1,500 new jobs at 
Jaguar Land Rover
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Business grants secure Knowsley jobs
Business improvement grants are helping Knowsley businesses 
expand - creating and safeguarding jobs in the process.
 
In the last few months alone, the 

council’s Business Support Team 

has helped four local businesses 

access £144,000, allowing £4 million 

of investment to go ahead.

 

Among the businesses to benefi t 

were Colormatrix Europe Ltd; who 

were given a grant towards the cost of 

building new laboratories, offi  ces and a 

global technology centre at Knowsley 

Business Park.

Custom Design and Develop Ltd and 

Selwood Ltd, both based at Knowsley 

Industrial Park, also received grants to 

expand their premises, creating 10 jobs 

at each company.

 

Hardwood Sales Ltd at Huyton Business 

Park have been able to create 12 jobs 

after receiving a grant which helped 

them demolish their old unit and build 

a new base.
Some of the 

new recruits at 

Jaguar Land Rover, Halewood
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Q. Why did you decide to set up your business?

A. My family had been running a wool shop in Prescot and 

we decided to branch out into selling clothes and fashion.

Q. How have you managed in the economic 

downturn?

A. It was tough back in the autumn, but things have 

picked up now. The sales of children’s clothes has stayed 

strong  – I think people will always spend on things for the 

children. You just have to plod on when things get tough 

and make sure that you are giving customers the best 

service possible.

Margaret Rose Fashions

Margaret Rose Fashions, a ladies and children’s 

clothes shop on Eccleston Street, Prescot, is owned 

by David Rose. David set up the business in 1968.

“
”

      Q. What is the secret of success in business?

A. Pleasing the customer. Many of the people 

who come to our shop have been coming for a 

long time and we know what they like – we 

often buy things with a particular customer 

in mind.  It’s all about service.

Yew Tree Farm Shop
Graham and Ann Lund own Yew Tree Farm Shop in Halewood. The couple have been running the farm for about 30 years and opened the shop a few years ago.

Q. What is your business about?A. We sell all sorts of fruit, vegetables, meat and preserves – most of it grown and produced locally. Shopping here is a lot diff erent than shopping at a supermarket. People bring their children to have a look at the animals as well as to buy things in the shop.
Q. Why did you decide to set it up? A. The farm is small and it’s really tough to make a living from farming alone - we realised we’d have to diversify to survive.

Q. What is the secret of success in business?A. Hard work! And looking after your customers. 

“

”

         Q. How have you managed in the economic downturn?
A. At fi rst it wasn’t bad but we’re noticing it now. People are being a lot more cautious with their money. But we can’t complain, we’re doing alright and everybody’s in the same boat aren’t they? We’re always looking at ways of generating more income and diversifying. 

14     www.knowsley.gov.uk

Rebecca Oakes, David’s daughter

Graham and Ann Lund



Sugar ‘n’ SpiceNuala Hoolihan owns Sugar ‘n’ Spice - a general 

store in Knowsley Village. She started trading in 

October 2010.

Q. Why did you choose that location? 
A. We were already running the newsagents next door 

and then this property became vacant. It seemed to be a 

great opportunity.
Q. How have you managed in the economic downturn?

A. I’m always looking for new promotions and ways of 

boosting our takings. The key seems to be fi lling the 

gaps in the market – stocking the sort of things people 

can’t get elsewhere.
Q. What is the secret of success in business?

A. It’s all about personal service. I get to know my 

customers and it’s important to interact with them. I hate 

having to tell people I haven’t got what they want and if 

it happens once, I try not to let it happen again.

Jan’s Jewellery

Jan’s Jewellery is based in Kirkby Market. Janet 

Sayers, the owner, has been running the market 

stall for fi ve years.

Q. Why did you decide to set up your business?

A. I’d been making my own bits and pieces of jewellery 

and selling them at car boot sales. I was doing well and 

enjoying it, so decided to take it further.

Q. How have you managed in the economic 

downturn?

A. I’ve done okay really – I think people will always 

want to go out and buy jewellery to make 

themselves look good when they do. I’ve also 

kept my prices as low as I can.

Q. What is the secret of success in business?

 A. Pricing is the key – it’s important to keep 

       your mark up low and for people to feel 

           they’re getting a bargain. I like to give 

              people something diff erent too 

                – that’s why I make a lot of it 

 myself and look for vintage 

 pieces at car boot sales.

“
”

        Q. Why did you choose that location?

A. I used to come to Kirkby Market when I was 

little and always liked it – it always seemed busy 

and the people seemed lovely. I had to move to a 

bigger stall after I started here as the fi rst one 

was getting too crowded.

“

”

        Q. Why did you decide to set up your 

business?
A. We felt there was a need for somewhere in the 

village where people could get general household 

goods, and those bits and pieces that they might 

have forgotten in the weekly shop.

15

Business as usual

Nuala Hoolihan 

Janet Sayers

Kirkby Market will also be 
open every Monday from 
9 May 2011.
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Rays Bakery
Prescot-based Rays bakery, coff ee shop 

and delicatessen, is owned by Michele 

Ray. Michele’s grandmother started the 

business back in 1924. 

Q. What is your business about?

A. We sell bread, cakes, savouries, preserves, 

meats, coff ee, tea, cheeses, amongst other 

things. 

Q. What do you like about what you do?

A. The satisfaction I get from creating 

something that somebody then buys and 

really enjoys is the best bit.

Q. How have you managed in the 

economic downturn?

A. We are having to come up with new ideas 

all the time to stay ahead. If you stay still you 

don’t survive. 

Q. What is the secret of success in business?

A. Maintaining the high quality of what we 

make and sell. It’s a diffi  cult balance but it 

has to be struck – that’s maybe why we have 

survived for 86 years!

“
”

         Q. Why did you decide to set up 

your business?

A. My grandmother set up the bakery in 

1924. I bought the business from my 

father in 1987, which is when we opened 

the coff ee shop and delicatessen.

A Fresh Start 
for business
Since June 2005, more than 1,300 new businesses have 
been helped off  the ground by Fresh Start Knowsley. 

Run by Knowsley Council, Fresh Start 
off ers a package of support to 
entrepreneurs in the borough.

When the Tots & Toddlers playgroup in Kirkby was 
faced with closure, two local mums decided to take 
up the challenge and reinvent the group as a nursery 
- providing aff ordable childcare for local parents.
 
Kelly Gratton and Tracy Thomas contacted Fresh 
Start for advice and received business coaching 
from one of the council’s providers, ELECT. They 
gave them advice and supported them in preparing 
a business plan, which helped them to secure a 
Fresh Start grant.
 
Kelly said,

 
The nursery off ers day care for children aged 
18 months and over from 9am to 3pm, Monday to 
Friday. The cost is £12 per session or £24 per day. 
Tots & Toddlers is a Community Interest Company, 
which means it is non-profi t and all proceeds go 
back into the OFSTED registered nursery.
 
Tots & Toddlers currently has places available for 
local children. Anyone interested can call 
07595 764 735 or email 
totsandtoddlersmillfarm@live.co.uk
 
If you have recently set up a business or 
are thinking about doing 
so, contact Fresh Start for 
help and advice on 
477 4000.

“         We didn’t really have a clue about 

starting a business, but Fresh Start and ELECT 

made the process simple. We couldn’t have 

done it without them. ”

Tracy Thomas and Kelly Gratton received help from Fresh Start 

to set up Tots & Toddlers nursery in Mill Farm, Kirkby, which 

aims to provide local people with aff ordable childcare.

Colette Hickson



Recycling update
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Recycle   your garden waste
Now spring has arrived, it’s time 
to make your garden beautiful. 
And remember, you can recycle
all your garden waste.

Knowsley’s garden waste collection 

service has now restarted and residents 

can recycle grass cuttings, leaves, 

weeds, prunings, hedge clippings and 

even shredded paper in their blue bin.

Anyone needing a larger, or additional 

blue bin for their garden waste can 

contact the environmental helpline 

on 443 2400.

An innovative training programme 

has given Knowsley’s seven centres 

for learning new recycling heroes.

More than 150 cleaning and catering 

staff  at Knowsley’s new state-of-the-art 

secondary schools have completed 

an NVQ level 2 in Recycling.

The qualifi cation has given staff  the 

skills and knowledge to help boost 

recycling rates from the schools’  kitchens, 

classrooms and recreational areas. 

In a class of 
their own

Banish junk mail Spring clean swap days
Having a spring clear-out and don’t know what to do with your unwanted 
items? Organising a community swap day might be the answer. 

Supported by the council and KHT, 

community groups across 

Knowsley have been holding swap 

days. This is where locals can bring 

along their unwanted items and 

swap them for something they need, 

completely free of charge.

As well as recycling a wide range of 

items - everything from furniture to 

books and toys - the initiative helps 

reduce landfi ll waste. A recent swap day 

at Whiston diverted around one tonne 

of waste from landfi ll. 

For further information and support 

with setting up your own swap day, 

contact Lesley Barnabas on 

443 2485 or email 

Lesley.barnabas@knowsley.gov.uk

Remember: 
When recycling all your paper, card, plastic & glass bottles and jars 

in your grey bin, please do not crush or smash bottles and jars.

Area 2009/2010 2010/2011 % change
  (to Jan ’11)

North Huyton 22.57% 24.30% + 7.67%

North Kirkby 23.54% 24.78% + 5.27%

South Kirkby 25.58% 26.43% +3.32%

Prescot/Whiston/Cronton/ 30.05% 28.30% -5.82%
Knowsley Village

Halewood 28.22% 29.86% +5.81%

Area 2009/2010 2010/2011 % change
(to Jan ’11)

North Huyton 22.57% 24.30% + 7.67%

North Kirkby 23.54% 24.78% + 5.27%

South Kirkby 25.58% 26.43% +3.32%

Prescot/Whiston/Cronton/ 30.05% 28.30% -5.82%
Knowsley Village

Halewood 28.22% 29.86% +5.81%

More than 9,000 Knowsley residents 

have signed up to a free service to 

stop them receiving junk mail.

The Mailing Preference Service (MPS) can 

remove your name and address from up 

to 95% of direct-mail lists. 

For further information, visit  

www.mpsonline.org.uk or ring 

0845 703 4599. Remember, you can 

recycle most of your junk mail in your 

grey recycling bin.

How are we doing with our recycling?

Figures are for the fi nancial year (April to March). Recycling rates for the full year 2010/2011 are not yet 

available. Figures shown are for period April 2010 to January 2011.



Primary school children across Knowsley are being 
encouraged to give school attendance 100%.
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Keep up-to-date with the latest 

information about primary school 

meals in Knowsley by checking out 

the ‘My School Lunch’ website.

The website, which can be found 

at www.myschoollunch.co.uk/

knowsley (or through the Knowsley 

Council website), includes the latest 

menus, nutritional information 

and fun activities. There are also 

regular competitions, with the 

latest off ering a £50 Love to Shop 

voucher as the top prize.

Children can also follow the latest 

antics of the ‘High Fivers’ who 

promote the benefi ts of healthy 

eating and exercise.

Doors soon to open on two new 
primary schools in Knowsley
Northwood Community Primary 
School, on the same site as All 
Saints Catholic Centre for Learning, 
will open on 18 April. It will 
be a two form entry, 420 place 
community primary school with a 
nursery, facilities for children with 
special educational needs, and a 
language unit. 

There will also be a children’s centre 

with childcare provision onsite and 

an outreach team to support and work 

with the primary schools across Kirkby. 

Hope Primary School, in North Huyton, 

will open on 26 April.  It will have a part-

time nursery and is on the same site as 

Christ the King Centre for Learning.

‘My School     
 Lunch’ website

Attending on time and every 

day helps children to achieve at 

school and will enable them to:

Good habits can be formed when 

children fi rst arrive at nursery and 

reception. By nurturing positive 

attendance early, parents and 

carers are helping their children 

to develop regular attendance 

that will be benefi cial now and 

later in life. Days missed will aff ect their 

learning and they will have to spend time 

catching up on missed lessons.  Those 

who do not attend regularly are also less 

likely to achieve at school.

When you miss 
school, you 
miss out!

•    Have fun and learn 
new things

•  Make new friends

•  Be the best they can be

Young people

Pupils at St Aidan’s Catholic Primary School are 

rewarded for their 100% attendance
St Aidan’s pupil, Joel O’Brien, 6, with his special 

certifi cate for 100% attendance



Scrutiny committees: 
supporting Knowsley’s 
children and families
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It will ensure the cleanliness and 

hygiene of beauty treatment premises 

in the borough and the instruments, 

materials and equipment used.

The new bylaw will cover treatments 

including acupuncture, tattooing, 

semi-permanent skin-colouring, 

cosmetic piercing and electrolysis.

Businesses which carry out the 

treatments will have to register with the 

council and meet strict standards, or risk 

a conviction or fi ne. 

Mike Harden, Knowsley Council’s 

Executive Director of Corporate 

Resources, said, 

“

”
Avoiding rogue traders

Safer beauty therapy in 
Knowsley

Knowsley is set to introduce a new bylaw to off er more 
protection to people who undergo cosmetic treatments.

The Children, Young People and 
Families Scrutiny Committee 
looks at issues and decisions 
made about services for 
children - including social care, 
education and training.

Last year, the committee agreed to 

set up a working group to review 

the support that was available, 

particularly for young children and 

their families.

The members of the working group 

visited diff erent children’s centres 

across the borough. They invited 

families who use the centres and 

members of staff  to give their views 

and opinions of the service.

From this, the working group were 

able to suggest ways to strengthen 

the support available to vulnerable 

families and children. This included 

carrying out research to fi nd out 

more about the needs of vulnerable 

families in Knowsley. This will allow 

useful and practical support to be 

given to those who need it most. 

       This is all about driving up 

standards within the industry and 

giving customers confi dence in the 

quality of treatment they receive.

It will also enable us to properly 

regulate this industry in Knowsley, 

and we will not hesitate to take 

enforcement action if businesses 

fail to meet these higher

standards.

Spring is a great time to take care of jobs around the home, 
but don’t fall victim to rogue traders.
Knowsley Trading Standards is encouraging residents to follow this advice:

•  Don’t feel under pressure to make 
decisions which could lead to 
unnecessary, expensive or poor 
quality work being carried out.

•  Elderly or vulnerable residents 
should contact the Trader 
Approved Scheme Knowsley 
(T.A.S.K) on 546 6680 or Care & 
Repair Knowsley on 548 6668.

•   Get at least two quotations before 
agreeing to get any work carried out.

•  Ask someone you trust for a 
second opinion.

•  If a trader calls at your home, 
you have a seven day cooling 
off  period in which you can 
cancel any contract above £35.

•  If in doubt, contact Consumer 
Direct on 08454 04 05 06.

In focus
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drive whilst having a conversation using 

headphones - to show how distracting a 

mobile phone can be whilst driving.  

The crackdown was a joint initiative 

between Knowsley Council’s Road Safety 

Team and Merseyside Police. 

Far from being a victimless crime, it 

makes it easier for children to start 

smoking, takes advantage of 

cash-strapped families and helps 

fund serious, organised crime.  

Anyone caught selling counterfeit or 

smuggled tobacco faces up to 10 years 

in prison, an unlimited fi ne, confi scation 

of their illegal products and seizure of 

the proceeds of their crime. Enforcement 

agencies are tracking down those 

involved in the trade.

Knowsley is supporting the North of 

England Illicit Tobacco campaign “Get 

Some Answers” which aims to raise 

awareness of the dangers of illegal  

tobacco in the borough.  Anyone who 

suspects illegal tobacco is being sold in 

their area should contact Crimestoppers 

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

More information is available at 

Would you 
like to be a 
foster carer?
Knowsley is looking for 
foster carers as part of the 
You Can Foster campaign 
at www.youcanfoster.org 
 

Being a foster carer is a 

personally rewarding role and a 

way of providing a family life to 

children who cannot live with 

their own family.  

 

Unlike adoption, fostering is a 

temporary situation for many 

children. Some children will only 

require foster care for a few days or 

weeks while others may need 

longer-term foster care. Knowsley 

also provides respite foster care. 

This generally involves caring for the 

same child at regular intervals, for 

example, every other weekend.

Foster carers are supportive, caring 

and committed to making a 

diff erence to the lives of children 

and their families.  

 

To fi nd out more about fostering, 

please ring 443 3958.p g

Knowsley is looking
for lots of different t

ypes of

foster carers as part
of the You Can Foster

campaign

www.youcanfoster.or
g
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Driving home the cost of 
answering that call
Motorists caught using their mobile phones whilst driving were 
made to face the children who could have been their victims.

Police stopped the off ending drivers 

near St Aidan’s Primary School in 

Huyton and off ered them the choice 

of three points on their licence and a fi ne, 

or a grilling from the pupils.

They also watched a DVD featuring parents 

who had lost their children 

in road accidents. 

In addition, 

the motorists 

took part in a 

simulated 

Illegal tobacco
Illegal tobacco is a real burning issue.

www.get-some-answers.co.uk
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A DVD has been produced as part of 

the Knowsley Partnership’s campaign 

to raise awareness of hate crime. The 

DVD, called Talking Heads, features 

hate crime victims discussing their 

own experiences and how their 

issues were dealt with. 

It features a number of examples of 

hate crime; including issues aff ecting 

black and ethnic minority groups, 

those with disabilities and elderly 

people.  It has been used as a training 

aid to help agencies understand the 

issues, share ideas and identify areas 

for improvement.  

Due to its success, Liverpool City 

Safe will be developing the DVD and 

producing a Merseyside-wide version. 

It will not only address hate crime from 

a victim’s perspective, but will 

also interview the victim’s 

family, friends and 

the wider 

community. 

You should now have received 
your census questionnaire to 
complete. This year, you can 
complete the census online, 
as well as by post.

The census collects information about 

the population every 10 years. You 

need to take part so that services in 

the area such as schools, hospitals, 

housing, roads and emergency 

services can be planned and funded 

for the future.

Completing the census is 

straight forward. Most questions 

can be answered by simply 

clicking or ticking a box.  

Returning your completed 

census is a legal requirement, 

so make sure you fi ll it in and 

return it as soon as possible.

For further advice and support, 

visit www.census.gov.uk or 

call the census helpline on 

0300 0201 101.

New carers groupTackling 
hate crime in 
Knowsley

Census reminder

new group has been set 
up to help people who 
care for an adult or a child 

with autism, autistic spectrum 
conditions or Asperger’s 
syndrome.

The group hopes to help improve the 

quality of life for carers and those they 

look after. 

Carers are invited to drop in to the 

sessions, which are held at Kirkby 

Leisure Centre, Cherryfi eld Drive, 

between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. 

For details of how often the group 

meets, please ring Ann or Caroline 

on 443 4245.

A

s

i



South Huyton
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Members of the newly-formed 
Green Neighbour Challenge Group 
in Bowring Park are already taking 

steps to reduce their carbon 
footprint.

The year-long scheme is aimed 
at reducing energy and water 

consumption, as well as changing 
travel and shopping habits. 
Since signing up to the 

scheme, the group of 31 

families have cut their carbon footprints 
by between 10% and 16%. 

It’s hoped they will save around 70 tonnes 
of CO2 over the year - an average of 
2.2 tonnes per household. One tonne of 
CO2 is the equivalent of an average car 
driving 3,000 miles.

This pilot initiative, part of the council’s 
Climate Change Strategy, is the fi rst of 
its kind in Knowsley and will be rolled out 
across the borough from 2011/12 onwards.  

Green neighbours rise to the challenge 
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Did you know?
You can drop in to the South

Huyton offi  ce to tell us about incidents 
of anti-social behaviour, litter problems 

or anything else you think we could 
help sort out.

You will fi nd us at One Stop Shop,
Municipal Buildings, Archway

Road, Huyton L36 9YU

Telephone: 443 3047

New group takes 
centre stage 

They may call themselves ‘small fry’, 

but members of Knowsley’s newest 

community theatre have big plans for 

their new venture.

Based at Huyton Sports and Arts Centre 

for Learning on Seel Road, the new Small 

Fry Community Theatre is off ering free 

weekly sessions to locals of all ages. So 

far there’s been a good response from 

budding thespians making the most 

of the opportunity to express their 

creativity and dramatic talents.

The new venture is supported by 

Knowsley Council and grew out of an 

initiative which saw students from LIPA 

(Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts) 

working with communities across the 

borough to create and perform drama 

about local issues aff ecting them.

Anyone interested in 
getting involved can 
come along to the 
sessions every Tuesday at 
6.45pm or email Shaun at 
S.Woods08@lipa.ac.uk

s

Creating ‘bee-spoke’ homes 

even-year-old Daisy Swift joined a  

‘bee-house’ making event run by 

the Green Space Ranger Service. 

South Huyton benefi ted from a 
full month of Community Payback 
work in February.  The Community 
Payback workers were involved 
with litter picking, painting, 
fl y-tipping removal and cutting 
back overgrown areas.

Community Payback

The sessions, run in parks across the 

borough, are aimed at helping to boost 

the local bee population.

David Coulson, Knowsley Council’s 

Executive Director for Neighbourhood 

Services, said, “Bees are extremely 

important to our environment as they 

pollinate many of the crops we depend on. 

Now 25% of our native bees are listed as 

endangered species, so fi nding nest sites 

has become crucially important.”
even year old Daisy Swift joined a

Daisy shows off  her ‘bee-utiful’ creation.

Green Neighbour Louie Wilson 

S
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Did you know?
You can call in to the North

Huyton offi  ce to tell us about incidents 
of anti-social behaviour, litter problems 

or anything else you think we could 
help sort out.

You will fi nd us at One Stop Shop,
Municipal Buildings, Archway

Road, Huyton L36 9YU

Telephone: 443 3032

Community centre cheque boost 
A big-hearted building fi rm has shown its 
support for Mosscroft Community Centre 
in Huyton.

Balfour Beatty has donated more than £500 
to the centre to help with the running costs 
of various community activities, including the 
pensioners’ bingo sessions and Christmas party.

The donations have been made in recognition 
of the disruption caused to the centre by the 
building work being carried by Balfour Beatty 
at the new leisure centre nearby.

Pioneering work to transform the 

Reeds Road area of Huyton has 

won a regional community award. 

The award recognises the 

successful partnership between 

community members, the council, 

police and KHT, in tackling anti-

social behaviour and creating a 

number of exciting local projects. 

The Community Empowerment 

and Social Cohesion Award 

Scheme is sponsored by North 

West Together We Can (NWTWC). 

Award for Reeds 
Road project

School children at St Columba’s 

Catholic Primary School were given 

a special preview of the work of 

Merseyside Police when offi  cers 

visited the school.

Offi  cers from the police dogs section 

and Matrix - the force’s specialist gun 

and gang crime team - gave a talk to 

the pupils as well as a demonstration by 

the force’s bomb detection dogs. The 

children were also shown a mock protest 

event and had a fl yover by the police 

helicopter.

The visit helped the children to see 

the variety of work undertaken by 

Pupils preview police work 
Merseyside Police whilst learning 

about the Matrix team.

North Huyton

Stockbridge caretaker 
has helped his school 
win a major award with 

his plans to save the planet.

Craig Young’s eco warriors have saved 

up to £3,500 of the running costs at 

St Albert’s Catholic Primary School. Pupils 

switch off  lights at break times, classroom 

temperatures are standardised and a 

recycling campaign has reduced the 

number of school bins from four to one.

St Albert’s is going ‘green’ 
The children’s green fi ngered activities, 

including creating allotments, fl owerbeds 

and growing fruit in pots, 

have also earned the 

school a “thriving” 

status in the ‘In Your 

Neighbourhood 

Awards’, organised 

by the Royal 

Horticultural 

Society.

Staff  and pupils at the school also won 

the title of Climate Change Champions in 

the recent Pride of Knowsley Awards.A

Gaynor Marley (left) and Mark McCall 
from Balfour Beatty hand a cheque to 
centre manager Pauline Cavanagh.



People power 
at Webster 
Park
People power is helping to 
tackle anti-social behaviour 
at Webster Park.

group of concerned 

residents have got together 

to form a new ‘Friends of 

Webster Park’ group. 

The group has been working with 

local councillors and council offi  cers 

to create activities especially for 

young people; including soccer 

skills, street cage soccer, boxercise 

and dance. The group is also 

looking for funding to develop a 

toddlers’ play area.
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Did you know?
You can ring the South 

Kirkby offi  ce to tell us about incidents 
of anti-social behaviour, litter problems 

or anything else you think we could 
help sort out.

Telephone: 443 5450

South Kirkby

For 25p or the donation of a jam jar, visitors to Kirkby town 
centre were able to enjoy the ultimate cinematic experience 
complete with ushers, red velvet curtains and popcorn.

Cinema comes to life 
in Kirkby town centre

The cinema which was set up in an empty 

shop unit, was created using residents’ 

memories of the cinema and showed 

screenings of children’s cartoons and short fi lms 

‘Elvis in Kirkby’ and ‘Fighting chance’. 

e

T

A

Southdene open day
Southdene residents turned out in droves to support a 
fundraising fun day at Southdene Community Centre.

Arts & craft sessions, raffl  es and tombolas were the highlights of the 

day. It was organized by Southdene Community Association to enable 

local groups to raise funds for future activities. 

The day was a great success and has paved the 

way for more fundraising events at the centre. 

Garage 
improvements
Major improvements have 
transformed a garage site in Kirkby 
which has been an eyesore and 
magnet for anti-social behaviour.

Many of the garages on the Field Lane estate, 

between Beryl Walk and Clare Walk, were in 

poor condition and had attracted problems 

such as graffi  ti, arson and fl y-tipping.

The council has taken action to improve 

the safety and appearance of the site by 

installing new lighting and drainage, and 

by improving the highway. Community 

clean-up days have also seen residents 

improve their own garages.

No dog messing in Kirkby
A town centre action day has 
clamped down on irresponsible 
dog owners and people dropping 
litter.

Environment offi  cers, dog wardens 
and Police Community Support 
Offi  cers (PCSOs) joined 
forces for the one-day 
blitz of the town centre.

As well as raising 
awareness of the damage 
caused by environmental 
crime, the team issued 
on-the-spot fi nes to those 
found littering or failing to 
clean up their dogs’ mess.

matic experience
nd popcorn.

y

e 

Organiser John O’Shea 

outside the cinema in 

Kirkby town centre.
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Did you know?
You can ring the North 

Kirkby offi  ce to tell us about incidents 
of anti-social behaviour, litter problems 

or anything else you think we could 
help sort out.

Telephone: 443 5450

North Kirkby

An initiative to improve job prospects for the unemployed in upper Northwood 
is helping almost 30 people fi nd work.

Northwood employment pilot

nowsley Council, Job Centre Plus, 

community organisations and the 

charity ‘Tomorrow’s People’, have 

joined forces to develop a personalised, 

one-stop-shop approach to helping 

those who have been on Incapacity 

Benefi t for over two years or on Job 

Seekers Allowance for under 

six months.

Each person works with a personal 

employment advisor to develop an 

action plan and works to build up their 

skills and confi dence. 

For more information about this 

project please contact the Kirkby 

Neighbourhood Management 

Team on 443 5450.

K

Drama boosts bus 
stop campaign

Clean, safe and green update
A crackdown on burglary, 
anti-social behaviour and 
environmental crime is 
bringing impressive results.

The Kirkby Problem Solving Group – 

a joint operation between the police, 

council and partners, has celebrated 

successes including a 12% reduction 

in anti-social behaviour in 2010. Last 

year almost 80 Acceptable Behaviour 

Contracts (ABCs) were issued to 

young people whose behaviour 

could lead to an Anti-Social 

Behaviour Order (ASBO).

The group also raised awareness of 

burglary with police checking the 

security of properties and off ering 

crime prevention advice.

New signage was installed 

at hotspot locations 

to tackle fl y-tipping, 

resulting in a dramatic 

reduction in incidents.  

Partners have also 

conducted a dog fouling 

operation in Tower Hill, 

issuing off enders with 

£75 on-the-spot fi nes.

A resident receives crime 

prevention advice.

A drama project has given Northwood 

residents the confi dence to campaign for 

the return of a much-needed bus stop.

Members of Northwood Allotment Group 

joined a project run by Liverpool Institute 

for Performing Arts (LIPA) students, helping 

residents to use drama to highlight 

community issues aff ecting them. 

As a result of the group’s performance, a local 

bus stop which had been removed was reinstated.

Improving our landscape
Open spaces across North Kirkby 
are benefi ting from major 
landscape improvements. 

Projects nearing completion include 
Northwood Woodland Creation, 
St Kevin’s Drive estate, Mill Farm and 
Saxon Way.  

Northwood Woodland has seen a 
new pedestrian access installed at 
Shacklady Road and the pond area 
improved with new fi shing pegs.  
Mill Farm is undergoing signifi cant 
improvements including new 
footpaths, steps, lake improvements, 
landscaping and woodland thinning.
  
St Kevin’s and Saxon Green open space 
improvements have seen new trees 
planted, security features and general 
landscape improvements.  

Campaigning mums: 

Back L-R: Carol Birchall, June Carr, Tina Drury and (front) Nicky Drury.
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Did you know?
You can call in to the Halewood offi  ce 
to tell us about incidents of anti-social 

behaviour, litter problems or anything else 
you think we could help sort out.

You will fi nd us at New Hutte 
Neighbourhood Centre, Lichfi eld 

Road, Halewood L26 1TT

Telephone: 443 2175

Halewood pupils set to tackle climate change 
A Halewood school is making a pledge to 
help save the planet.
The ‘Green Team’ at Halewood Centre for Learning has 

developed a pledge for the pupils, teachers and governors 

at the school who are promising to: 

These aims will be promoted across the school on plasma 

screens and in pupils’ lesson planners, and complemented 

by weekly environmental awareness sessions. Supported 

by Knowsley Council, the school’s eco warriors are aiming 

to boost recycling and work towards an Eco Schools Award, 

Healthy Schools status, and even grow their own food.  

The centre for learning already has a Sustainable Travel Plan which 

encourages staff  and students to travel in an environmentally 

friendly way. The drive to increase recycling across the school will 

see the ‘Green Team’ weighing a day’s worth of recycling and 

         setting targets for improvements. 

  reduce their waste, energy and water use
  support projects to reduce their impact on 
the environment
  share the pledge with families and 
community members

nowsley’s fi rst outdoor ‘Green Gym’ 

has been installed in the centre of 

Halewood and is already proving 

popular with locals of all ages. 

The Green Gym at Wood Road, complements 

other outdoor play equipment and is aimed 

at adults wishing to improve their fi tness and 

fl exibility.  It’s all part of the Halewood Health 

Strategy aimed at improving the health of the 

over 55s. Halewood University of the Third 

Another fi rst for Halewood 
Age (U3A) has driven the concept, with help 

from the Community Development Team, 

Knowsley Housing Trust and Grassroots.   

Park improvements
A Halewood park is being given a 
new lease of life with a little help 
from local young people.

Around 175 pupils from Halewood 
Centre for Learning were asked their 
views on the future use of Halewood 
Park and what it meant to them, in a 
consultation run by Knowsley Council.

As a result, a group of ten 13 to 
14-year-olds have come up with 
designs for new entrances, due to 

be installed at Abberley Road and 
Stanford Crescent. 

Further in-depth consultation with local 
residents living near to the entrance is also 
planned as part of this work. 

These are among a number of proposed 
improvements, including the replacement 
of a board walk and woodland works. 
These improvements are to be made at 
the park in readiness for its application for 
prestigious Green Flag status in 2011.
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Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley Village

Phil Redmond unveils 
Stadt Moers sculpture 

Did you know?
You can ring the  neighbourhood 
offi  ce to tell us about incidents of 

anti-social behaviour, litter problems 
or anything else you think we 

could help sort out.

Telephone: 443 4672

The fi rst piece of public art in Whiston has 
been unveiled in Stadt Moers Park.

Local TV producer Phil Redmond offi  cially unveiled the 

two-metre tall wooden sculpture, created by the Friends of 

Stadt Moers Park and backed by Knowsley Council.

The sculpture is the result of a fi ve-year campaign by the 

‘friends’ to create a lasting monument refl ecting Whiston’s 

heritage of industry, mining, railway and agriculture.

Local artist John Merrill was commissioned to produce the 

sculpture - paid for with a grant by the National Lottery. 

John worked with local residents and school children to 

ensure their ideas were refl ected in the fi nal design.

The King George V Memorial Garden at 
Eaton Street Park will be restored to its 
former glory thanks to a £25,000 funding 
boost. 

The funding from the Big Lottery Fund and 
Ibstock Cory Environmental was secured 
by Prescot Town Council, supported by 
Knowsley Council and the newly-established 
Friends of Eaton Street Park group.

Prescot park regeneration
The rear of the park will also be 
revitalised as a natural meadowland 
habitat through support from Landlife 
and The National Wildfl ower Centre. 

To fi nd out more or get involved as a 
Friend of Eaton Street Park ring 
Philip Hurst on 443 2482 or email 
philip.hurst@knowsley.gov.uk

Preserving Prescot’s history 
project to restore a historic 
churchyard in  Prescot is 
nearing completion.

Knowsley Council is leading the 
renovation of St Mary’s Churchyard 
in the grounds of Prescot Cemetery. 
The three-year project has seen the 
transformation of the area formerly 
overrun with weeds and a magnet for 
fl y-tipping and anti-social behaviour.

Overgrowth in the upper sections of 
the churchyard has been cleared and 
the council team is helping to restore 
overturned memorials to provide a 
safe and secure environment. 

The project will see the creation of a new 
garden area, including bronze plaques 
rescued from the old BICC war memorial. 

Your neighbourhood team, the police and 
KHT are working together to tackle the 
problems caused by scrambler and quad 
bikes. 

Last year a number of vehicles were seized 
and crushed and this approach will continue, 
along with the introduction of  ‘no go’ zones. 

Please help us to tackle this problem by 
providing information about the users of 
these bikes, or where they are being stored. 
This information can be given confi dentially 
by ringing 443 2000.

Tackling bike 
nuisanceA

a
a

P
p
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Before:

After:

Phil Redmond with 

the sculpture at 

Stadt Moers Park.
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 Meetings in Knowsley

 Council
Wednesday 6 April, 4pm

Cabinet
Wednesday 20 April, 2pm
Tuesday 17 May (special meeting), 1pm

Planning Committee
Thursday 14 April, 4pm 

Governance and Audit Committee
Tuesday 19 April, 3pm 

Halewood Area Partnership Board
Tuesday 5 April, 4pm

South Huyton Area Partnership Board
Wednesday 6 April, 10am

North Huyton Area Partnership Board
Thursday 7 April, 2pm

South Kirkby Area Partnership Board
Tuesday 12 April, 4pm

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley 
Village Area Partnership Board
Wednesday, 13 April, 2pm

North Kirkby Area Partnership Board
Thursday 21 April, 4pm

Area Partnership Board 
Co-ordinating Group
Tuesday 26 April, 4pm 

Scrutiny Co-ordinating Committee 
Monday 11 April, 4pm

 Events
 Monday 4 April 

Hedgerow survey
King George V Dell 
10am to 12 noon
Discover what lives in a hedge, learn how to undertake 
a survey, identify fl ora and fauna and contribute to 
biodiversity data for the Merseyside region.
Contact: Rangers 443 2431

 Various dates between Tuesday 5 April 
and Saturday 16 April

Easter egg hunt
 An event for children and families. You are invited to 
use your map to hunt down the clues, solve the puzzle 
and claim your Easter surprise! All children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Taking place on various 
dates at a range of locations:

Tuesday 5 April
Court Hey Park, 1pm to 3pm
Contact: 443 3114 

Wednesday 6 April
Sawpit Park, 10am to 12 noon 
Contact: 443 3114

Saturday 9 April
Copthorne Community Centre, 1pm to 3pm 
Contact: 07810054159

Wednesday 13 April
Huyton Wetlands, 10am to 12 noon 
Contact: 443 2431

Thursday 14 April
Halewood Park, 1pm to 3pm 
Contact: 488 6151

Friday 15 April
Henley Park, 1pm to 3pm 
Contact: 443 1239

Saturday 16 April
Stadt Moers Park, 1pm to 3pm 

Contact: 443 1239

Saturday 23 April

St George’s fun day 
McGoldrick Park, 12 noon to 4pm  

Come and join the St Gabriel’s network for an afternoon 

of fun, with something for the whole family. 

Contact: Rangers 443 3114

Saturday 23 April

Spring clean-up
Mill Farm, 1pm to 3pm

Join the rangers on a practical task to tidy up and 

improve your local green space. Please wear sturdy 

footwear and suitable clothing. All tools and other 

equipment provided.

Contact: Rangers 07810054159

Saturday 7 May

Scarecrow making
Jubilee Park, 10am to 12 noon

Come along and make your 

own mini-scarecrow. 

All materials provided.

Contact: Rangers 443 2431

Sunday 8 May 

Bowls taster session
Jubilee Park, 10am to 12 noon

Compete against your friends and family, or just have a 

go yourself. Crown Green Bowling is a fantastic sport for 

all to enjoy.

Contact: Rangers 443 2431

9 May to 17 July

Hands-on exhibition 
Kirkby Gallery

Exhibition based on a project which helped people 

with disabilities to develop new creative skills through 

workshops. Artists taught them to use new skills and 

techniques and inspired them to look creatively at 

materials and experiences instead of end products. 

The exhibition displays the work created through the 

workshops.

Contact: Arts and Heritage Service 443 5617

Saturday 14 May

Conservation task day
Stadt Moers Park, 10am to 1pm

Help improve your local green space, have fun and get 

fi t outdoors. All equipment provided.

Contact: Rangers 489 1239

Saturday 14 May 

Discover nature walk
Stadt Moers Park, 1pm to 3pm

Join in with this ranger-led event 

and discover the fl ora and fauna 

of this valuable wetland.

Contact: Rangers 489 1239

Sunday 15 May

Discover nature
Halewood Park, 1pm to 3pm 

Join us on a journey of discovery around the park 

looking at the many habitats that provide homes for a 

range of wildlife.  

Contact: Rangers 488 6151

Sunday 15 May

Active Knowsley Challenge
Knowsley Hall

See page 12 for details.

Please note that at the time of going to print, not all of the meetings were confi rmed. Please 

check the Knowsley Council website for more details, or ring 443 3107.

Wednesday 6 April and Thursday 7 April

Easter egg rolling 
10am to 12 noon

Have a go at egg decorating and rolling. (Please 

bring your own hard-boiled egg.) Prizes for the best 

decorated egg and race winners.

All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Wednesday 6 April
Jubilee Park, 1pm to 3pm

Contact: 443 2431

Thursday 7 April
Alt Park, 10am to 12 noon 

Contact: 443 2431

Thursday 7 April
McGoldrick Park, 1pm to 3pm 

Contact: 443 3114

11 April to 17 July

‘Held’ exhibition 
Huyton Gallery 

Stress busting - creative ways to relieve anxiety 

and tension are illustrated by animations, ceramics, 

paintings, mosaics, textiles and sculptures within this 

unique exhibition.

Contact: Arts and Heritage Service 443 5617

Saturday 16 April

Conservation task day 
Stadt Moers, 10am to 1pm

Help improve your local green space, have fun and get 

fi t outdoors. Duke of Edinburgh groups welcome.

Contact: Rangers 443 1239

Saturday 16 April

Gladstone Roots talk
Court Hey Park, 1pm to 3pm

The Friends of Court Hey Park will be providing a 

wonderful insight into this substantial archaeological 

project, revealing fascinating facts about the many 

discoveries on site. 

Contact: Rangers 443 3114    



 What’s on

 Useful numbers

Anti-Social Behaviour Helpline 443 2000

Benefi ts (housing and council tax) 443 4042

Births / deaths / marriages 433 5210

Business rates 443 5210

Business services (advice, funding,
recruitment and training) 477 4000

Childcare Information Service 443 5635

Citizens Advice Bureau 0845 122 1300

Complaints and compliments 443 4031

Consumer Advice / Trading Standards 
 443 4737

Council Tax 433 4476

Council Tax and Benefi ts Fraud Hotline
 0800 073 111

Crimestoppers   0800 555 111

Dangerous buildings / structures / trees 
 443 2380

Education general enquiries 443 3232

Fire / Police / Ambulance 
 (emergency only) 999

Government’s Consumer Direct Service
 08454 04 05 06

Highways (including footways and street 
lighting) 443 2400

Highways Emergency 443 2800

Homelessness 290 7190

Housing repairs 290 7375 or 449 3958

Job vacancies 443 5000

Knowsley Community Messaging 443 2498

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT) General Enquiries 
 290 7000

Housing Repairs 0500 96 96 94

Knowsley Council’s bulky household waste 
service 443 2400

Knowsley Council general enquiries 489 6000

Knowsley Hate Crime and Domestic Violence
Helpline 0800 953 4433

Merseyside Fire and Rescue switchboard 
  296 4000

Merseyside Police switchboard 709 6010

NHS Direct 0845 4647

Pest Control 443 2455

Planning enquiries 443 2380

Refuse collection 443 2400

Schools admissions and exclusions 443 5733

School attendance service 443 3279

School bus pass 443 5609

Social services and homelessness 
 07659 590 081

Traffi  c signal faults 443 2349

Truancy Hotline 0800 073 6161

 

For more information visit the Knowsley 

Council website 

www.knowsley.gov.uk 

or email 

customerservice@knowsley.gov.uk

Saturday 21 May 

Henley Park fun day
Henley Park, 12 noon to 4pm
An afternoon of fun for all the family, including a 
climbing wall, circus skills, face painting, information 
stalls and much more.
Contact: Rangers 489 1239

Sunday 22 May

Tea dance
Sawpit Park, 1pm to 3pm
Come along for an afternoon of song and music.
Contact: Rangers 443 3114

Saturday 28 May 

Elizabethan fayre 
and producers’ 
market
Prescot town centre
See page 7 for details.

Thursday 2 June

In at the deep end
Halewood Park, 1pm to 3pm
What weird and wonderful things lurk in the murky 
depths of the pond? Let’s get dipping and fi nd out!  All 
dipping equipment provided.
Contact: Rangers 488 6151

Friday 3 June

Mini beast hunt
Halewood Park, 1pm to 3pm
Join the rangers for a rummage through the 
undergrowth to discover the many creepy-crawlies 
hiding there. All bug hunting equipment provided.
Contact: Rangers 488 6151
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Saturday 18 June

Whiston fun day
Stadt Moers Park, 12 noon to 4pm
An afternoon of fun for all 
the family. Includes various 
workshops, information stalls 
and much more.
Contact: Rangers 489 1239

Saturday 18 June

Gladstone play
Court Hey Park, Starts at 1pm
A play about the Gladstone family that used to live in 
the park, performed by St Gabriel’s Primary School.
Contact: South Huyton Ranger 443 3114 or 
07771550843

Saturday 25 June

Fun day
Jubilee Park, 12 noon to 4pm
An afternoon of fun for all the family.
Contact: Rangers 443 2431

Saturday 25 June

Rainey Day
King George V Sports Complex, 12 noon to 3pm
Now in its fourth year, this popular family fun event 
is organised in memory of John Rainey - a Knowsley 
employee and champion of rights for disabled people. 
Stalls representing local agencies which promote 
services for disabled people will be at the event. Lots of 
activities to take part in.
Contact: Gwen Forkin 443 3759 or visit 
www.raineyday.org.uk

Weekly (ongoing)

Indoor bowls league
Come and join us for an enjoyable evening once a week 
playing indoor bowls, with the Liverpool and District 
Short Mat Indoor Bowls League. Beginners or experts, 
men or women, old or young, all are welcome.
Contact: Eric 480 7529

 

Sunday 5 June

Knowsley green fair
National Wildfl ower Centre, Court Hey Park
11am to 5pm
A free, fun family green day out. Includes 
eco activities, craft stalls, live music, a 
circus and art workshops. Environmental 
information and advice also on off er.
Contact: Rangers 443 3682 or 738 1913

Saturday 11 June

Bowls taster session
McGoldrick Park, 1pm to 3pm
Compete against your friends and family, or just have a 
go yourself. Crown Green Bowling is a fantastic sport for 
all to enjoy.
Contact: Rangers 443 3114 

Sunday 12 June

Knowsley Village walk
Derby Arms Pub, Knowsley Village
Fresh air and beautiful scenery guaranteed on this 
pleasant and informative walk around the rural 
landscape. 
Contact: Kevin 07810054159

Friday 17 June to Sunday 26 June

The 7th Annual Prescot Arts Festival
Various times and venues in Prescot (please see 
Knowsley Council website for more details)
A fantastic festival of arts, music and entertainment; 
off ering something for everyone.
Contact: www.knowsley.gov.uk




