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Helen Talbot, of Sutherland Road,
Prescot; Mrs P Brocklebank, of Lytham
Court, Kirkby; Mr P Durie of Homer
Road, Knowsley Village and S Wignell
of Simonswood Lane, Northwood are
the latest lucky winners in our easy-to-
enter competition, which rewards
residents who use their grey bin to
recycle paper, cardboard, plastic
bottles, glass and cans.

Since its launch in the January edition
of Knowsley News, the competition –
offering prizes totalling £3,000 in gift
vouchers – has attracted a bumper
response from hundreds of
householders across the Borough.

And there’s still one last chance
to enter, so let’s get recycling!

How to claim your
Recycling Rewards
£250 in gift vouchers is up for
grabs for regular recyclers.

Simply cut out the coupon,
fill it in and send it to:
Knowsley News
Knowsley Metropolitan
Borough Council
Freepost LV6600
L36 6AB

Or hand it in to any of our
One Stop Shops. You can
also apply on-line at
www.knowsley.gov.uk
before the closing date of
Friday, 10 July 2009.

We’ll be holding a final prize
draw after this closing date –
with prizes awarded to four
lucky winners. Our refuse
collection and environmental
officers will be monitoring
recycling collections from all
selected addresses to ensure
entrants are regular recyclers.

Winners will be announced in the
next edition of Knowsley News and
on the Knowsley Council website.

Only one entry per household.
Entry is barred to employees of
Knowsley Council. The editor’s
decision is final.

Knowsley
Recycling Rewards
competition

How often do you put your
recycling bin out for collection?

Every fortnight

Less frequently

Never

What materials do you recycle?

Mixed glass

Plastics

Newspapers/magazines

Food and drink cans

Cardboard

Name

Address

Postcode

�
The first Recycling Rewards winners
Brenda Ryan and Mike Wade receive
their vouchers from Knowsley Council’s
Cabinet Member for Neighbourhood
Delivery Cllr Dave Lonergan (back right),
and John Flaherty, Service Director for
Neighbourhood Delivery (back left).

Four more Knowsley residents have once again
scooped £250 each, thanks to their success in our
Recycling Rewards Competition.

Recycling top tips:
– Plastic carrier bags, bin bags

and food wrappers CANNOT be
recycled. Please DO NOT put
them in your grey recycling bin.

– Shredded paper can be recycled
in your blue garden waste bin.

Recycling
Rewards Knowsley
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Your views
If you have any comments or
would like to write a letter for
publication, please contact the
editor, Steve Roberts.

Knowsley News
Knowsley Metropolitan
Borough Council
FREEPOST LV6600
L36 6AB

telephone: 443 3066
email:

knowsleynews
@knowsley.gov.uk

Knowsley News is also available
in other formats including Braille,
large print and audio tape. If you
are registered blind or visually
impaired you should receive an
audio tape version of the magazine.
Telephone customer services
on 443 4031

or email

customerservices
@knowsley.gov.uk
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Your neighbourhood 21

Now that summer is here, it is an ideal
opportunity to get out of the house and
‘catch up’ with some of the neighbours.

here are a number of events
over the coming months which
encourage us to do this, such

as the Knowsley Flower Show, the
Halewood Festival, and local events in
your community. Keep an eye out for
the chance to spend some time with
your “Good Neighbours” throughout
the magazine. You can also say
“thanks” to the person who makes
your community a better place to
live through the first ever Good
Neighbours in Knowsley Awards.

On the subject of awards,
congratulations go to the three local
businesses who won prestigious
Queen’s Business Awards this month.
In such difficult trading conditions,
it is good to know that our local
businesses continue to demonstrate
their excellence.

You can also read about the latest
opening of one of our new Centres for
Learning and get further advice on
how to weather the credit crunch.

T
10 Credit crunch update

11 Learning heritage skills from the best

12 Halewood Centre for Learning is
ready to open!

13 Get on board our Knowledge Bus
this summer!

14 Happy birthday to the Skills Academy

15 The Magnificent Seven have
started to arrive!
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Knowsley
“

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

ouncillor Dave Smithson, from Halewood, was first
elected as a councillor in Knowsley in May 2000.
His wife, Sarah, will be Mayoress and support him

in his work. When he’s not working, Councillor Smithson
enjoys going to the theatre, reading and watching most
sports. The Mayor and Mayoress will be supporting two
main charities this year, as well as other local charities.
These are Listening Ear Merseyside, a community-based
organisation that provides a free, confidential counselling
and support service; and Lyndale, a voluntary group and
charity providing care and support to people, families and
friends affected by cancer. The new Mayor and Mayoress
are looking forward to serving the borough of Knowsley.

C

Welcome to the latest edition of

THE NEW MAYOR OF KNOWSLEY HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY
WELCOMED INTO OFFICE.

Pictured on the front
cover: Residents enjoy
European Neighbours
Family Fun Day at
Old Rough, Kirkby.

Knowsleywelcomes its
newMayor andMayoress

In this edition of Knowsley News, you
will also have the opportunity to let us
know what you think of the magazine
and how we could improve future
editions. I hope you enjoy the
magazine, and enjoy spending time
with your good neighbours over the
summer.

“

In addition to the Mayor Making ceremony, delegates from Montana,
Bulgaria were also in Knowsley to sign a Memorandum of Understanding
with us, confirming our continued cooperation with them.

That’s when good
neighbours become
good friends

12
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Knowsley News

THEWARMERWEATHER GIVES US
ALL AN IDEAL OPPORTUNITY TO
SPEND SOME TIMEWITH OTHER
PEOPLE IN THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY.

That’s when
good neighbours
become
good friends

Good neighbour
awards

his summer, Knowsley Council
is hosting events across the
borough to bring together

people from all walks of life,
regardless of their age, background,
or gender.

They present an ideal opportunity to
catch up with your neighbours and
some of the people who live in your
community that you might not have
seen for a while. You never know, you
might even make some new friends
and meet some more “Good
Neighbours”!

Do you know somebody in your
community who deserves a special
thank you? A person who does that
extra little thing that makes your
neighbourhood a better place?

You have the opportunity to say
thanks through the first ever Good
Neighbours in Knowsley Awards,
in partnership with the Knowsley
Challenge.

All you have to do is say what
makes that person so special.

Application forms are available at
the council’s One Stop Shops or
can be completed and submitted at
the Good Neighbours stalls at the
summer events. The forms are also
available through the website at
www.knowsley.gov.uk/
goodneighbours

There will be an award for each
community, with nominations
sought for the following areas:
– North Huyton
– South Huyton
– North Kirkby
– South Kirkby
– Prescot, Whiston, Cronton
and Knowsley Village

– Halewood

There will also be an overall award
for Outstanding Achievement in the
Community.

The awards will be presented at
the Huyton Suite on Thursday 24th
September. The deadline for entries
is Tuesday 1 September.

It had been reported that
Knowsley was suffering from a
tea shortage, which was stopping
members of the local community
‘catching up’ with one another
over a cuppa.

Thankfully, these turned out to be
nothing more than rumours, but if
you want to be sure, come along
to the Good Neighbours stalls at
the following events to get your
free tea-bags, mugs and tea
towels. All you have to do is find
someone to share the cuppa with!

28 June
Rainey Day (King George V
Sports Complex, Huyton)

5 July
Halewood Community Festival
(Halewood Leisure Centre)

11 July
North Huyton Community Festival
(River Alt Resource Centre, Huyton)

18 July
Kirkby Community Festival
(Millbrook Park, Kirkby)

6 August
Knowsley Fun Day
(Towerhill, Kirkby)

8 August
McGoldrick Park Fun Day
(McGoldrick Park, Huyton)

9 August
Knowsley Flower Show
(Court Hey Park, Huyton)

More details on the events can
be found on pages 27-28

T

Like this section? Tell us – go to the survey on page 

the big lunch
You can organise your own event if you want.
In fact, people are doing this across the country on Sunday
19 July as part of The Big Lunch. For advice on how to do this,
download the information pack from Knowsley Council website
www.knowsley.gov.uk/goodneighbours, or ask at the One Stop
Shops. You can also visitwww.thebiglunch.com

“THE EVENTS ARE A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PEOPLE OF
KNOWSLEY TO DO SOMETHING
THEY LOVE – TALK TO EACH OTHER.
THERE IS ALSO A CHANCE FOR
RESIDENTS TO SAY A SPECIAL THANK
YOU TO THE PEOPLE WHOMAKE
THEIR COMMUNITY A BETTER PLACE
TO LIVE, THROUGH THE FIRST EVER
GOOD NEIGHBOURS IN KNOWSLEY
AWARDS.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

“

Catch up
over a cuppa
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What’s hotKnowsley News

LOCAL BAND ‘KLICK’ PERFORMED AT AN EVENT MARKING THE START
OF AN EXCITING NEW CHAPTER IN KNOWSLEY’S LIBRARIES.

Teenagers get
HeadSpace
at their local library

he days when young people
were ‘shushed up’ and ‘shooed
out’ are over as the council

launches new spaces in its libraries
where young people can relax, read
a book, talk to their friends or take
part in an activity.

Local teenagers have been involved
in the design of the spaces and young
volunteers are being recruited to
help run them.

Knowsley’s first HeadSpace was
launched at Halewood library with
books, craft activities and pampering
sessions for young people.

The HeadSpace project is a
partnership between the council and
the Reading Agency, an independent
charity working to inspire people to
read more. It is part of a national
project funded by the Big Lottery.

T

Like this section? Tell us – go to the survey on page 

“WEWANT TO CREATE A
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT KIND OF
LIBRARY PROVISION DEVELOPED
AND RUN IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
YOUNG PEOPLE. HEADSPACE WILL
BE A HUBWHERE YOUNG PEOPLE
WILL FEEL ENGAGED AND
WELCOMED ANDWHERE THEY
CAN CHILL OUT AND ENJOY
CUTTING-EDGE READING
EXPERIENCES.

Cllr Graham Wright,
Knowsley’s Cabinet Member
for Children’s Services

“

04 www.knowsley.gov.uk

Young people try out activities at the launch
of HeadSpace at Halewood library

Knowsley has been given an
extra quarter of a million pounds
by the Government to develop
new diplomas.

All 14 to 19 year olds in Britain
can now opt to take a diploma
which gives them more choice
about what they learn and where
they are taught.

The qualification covers all areas
of education and is provided by
a partnership of local schools,
colleges and employers. It offers
a mixture of classroom work and
hands on experience and can be
studied at three levels; foundation,
higher and advanced.

Knowsley has been chosen to
spearhead three new diplomas
because we’ve been providing
education through a similar
partnership for five years. The
authority has been given a further
grant of £252,162 to develop
three more areas. These will be
in construction and the built
environment, retail business and
sports and leisure.

It is also hoped Knowsley will
develop a diploma in travel and
tourism for 2011.

Moremoney
to expand
education

THIS DEVELOPMENT IN
LEARNING SHOULD PREPARE
YOUNG PEOPLE BETTER FOR
THE OUTSIDE WORLD, WHETHER
THEY OPT FOR UNIVERSITY OR
A JOB. IN KNOWSLEY WE HAVE
BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF
THESE DEVELOPMENTS AND THIS
EXTRA MONEYWILL HELP US
EXPANDWHATWE CAN OFFER
EVEN FURTHER.

Cllr Graham Wright,
Knowsley’s Cabinet Member
for Children’s Services

“

“

Local band ‘Klick’
perform at the launch

The advantages
of being a good tenant
Knowsley Housing Trust is offering
tenants who pay their rent and stick
to their tenancy agreement discounts
at local shops, access to childcare,
benefits advice and help to learn
new skills.

The Advantage initiative also offers
younger tenants the chance to take a

Council investment tomakeKnowsley

safer, cleaner and greener

YOU MAY REMEMBER, IN THE LAST EDITION OF KNOWSLEY NEWS, THAT WE
OUTLINED OUR PLANS FOR THIS YEAR’S BUDGET AND CONFIRMED THAT WE
WOULD BE INVESTING CLOSE TO £2 MILLION OVER THE COMING YEAR IN
OUR AIM TO MAKE KNOWSLEY SAFER, CLEANER AND GREENER.

he funding will be split across
a number of initiatives themed
around young people,

improving the environment and
community safety. Specific areas
include the permanent funding of
an Environmental Task Force and
targeted support for vulnerable
young people. The council has
committed almost £900,000 to recruit
additional Police Community Support

Officers (PCSOs) and secure existing
officers across the borough. It is
anticipated that up to 30 new PCSOs
will be appointed and take up their
posts prior to the start of the summer
holidays. The council and the police
are currently working together to
ensure that this is the case – all this
at a time when other councils are
reducing their PCSO numbers.

T
“THIS LATEST INVESTMENT ISYET ANOTHER POSITIVE STEP
FORWARD IN OUR AIM OF
MAKING THE BOROUGH SAFER,
CLEANER AND GREENER.
PCSOs PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN
LOCAL COMMUNITIES ACROSS
KNOWSLEY AND INCREASING
THEIR NUMBERS WILL ENHANCE
THE SERVICE OFFERED TO LOCAL
COMMUNITIES AND PROVIDE
FURTHER REASSURANCE TO
RESIDENTS.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

“

course in music or football with
professionals, including Everton
and Liverpool football clubs.
For more information, call 290 7000
or go towww.k-h-t.org
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Postcode
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What’s hot

Scrutiny
Committees
What they do for you

Like this section? Tell us on the survey below

here has been plenty of
interest and hundreds of
candidates are currently

going through the selection process
for this year’s programme.

Cllr Round, the inspiration behind
the scheme, said: “The Knowsley
Apprentice gives young people a
new route into work, where they can
develop their skills and experience
in a real life workplace.

“Each successful candidate is paid
a proper wage and will achieve
valuable qualifications. They will also
learn key skills to equip them to
progress in today’s competitive job
market. Last year’s apprentices are
reaping the benefits and we are
giving one hundred more people the
opportunity to get involved this year.”

The apprentices will be starting
their new jobs later in the year.
We’ll bring you updates in future
editions of Knowsley News.

What is your vision of Knowsley in 2025?
Your involvement in developing the vision for
Knowsley is crucial. During the summer you will have
the opportunity to tell us what you think about the
proposed options for planning policies. These policies
will guide how we use the land in Knowsley for building
houses, shops, leisure facilities, places of work, green
spaces, local facilities and transport.

We’ll let you know how you can get involved nearer the
time. For now we can add your details to our database.
Simply cut out the coupon, fill it in and return to:
Regeneration Division, PO Box 26, Archway Road,
Huyton, L36 9FB.
Or you can call 443 2380 or email
forwardplanningteam@knowsley.gov.uk

WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING
FOR SCRUTINY?

Knowsley News

Agree Disagree No opinion

I look forward to receiving my copy of Knowsley News

I enjoy reading Knowsley News

Knowsley News is easy to read

Knowsley News is well designed

Knowsley News includes interesting and useful information

Which sections do you like to read? Like Dislike No opinion

What’s hot

In focus

Lifestyle

Your neighbourhood

What’s on

Is there anything else you would like to see in the magazine? Yes No

If yes, what?

Do you think Knowsley News could be improved? Yes No

If yes, how?

Knowsley News is your local magazine to keep you updated on what’s
going on across the Borough. Based on your feedback, we have changed
the format and content of the magazine to be fresher, easier to read,
informative and interesting.We’d like to know what you think.

Knowsley News survey

Please tick the boxes and return your completed survey to Knowsley News (Survey),
Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council, FREEPOST LV6600, L36 6AB

�

�

he new Christ the King Centre
for Learning was officially
opened in January 2009 to

provide state-of-the-art educational
space and a host of community
facilities.

With a desire to ensure that these
facilities were of the highest quality
and easily accessible by the
community, the Children, Young
People and Families Scrutiny
Committee decided to run a review.

The running of the Centre and the
activities and services provided were
reviewed in detail to identify teething
problems and look at any issues

that may arise in the first few
months of operation.

A number of recommendations
were put forward, including more
marketing to increase awareness and
the establishment of robust policies
and procedures to govern the smooth
operation of the building. These were
formally agreed and are now being
implemented at Christ the King.

In addition to this, the Future
Schooling team have been able to
take these recommendations to help
inform the delivery and launch of a
further six Centres for Learning
across the borough.

06 www.knowsley.gov.uk

Following a review, the Health and
Well-being Scrutiny Committee
made recommendations to allocate
more resources to meet the
growing demand and need for
Knowsley’s ‘Activity for Life’
programme.

In response to community
feedback, members of the Safer,
Stronger Communities Scrutiny
Committee confirmed that tackling
anti social behaviour is a major
priority for them over the next
12months.

After considering a report on the
future sustainability of Kirkby
Market, a working group of the
Economic Development and
Environment Scrutiny Committee
suggested that all rents should be
frozen and more work done to
attract visitors.

For more in depth case studies
on these updates visit
www.knowsley.gov.uk

T

Knowsley 2025
Help us to plan Knowsley

AFTER THE ENORMOUS SUCCESS OF LAST YEAR’S KNOWSLEY APPRENTICE
PROGRAMME, THE SEARCH IS ON FOR MORE BRIGHT, TALENTED AND
ENTHUSIASTIC PEOPLE WHO HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO SUCCEED.

ENSURING YOU HAVE ACCESS TO THE FACILITIES YOU DESERVE.

T
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I would like to join the
food waste collection scheme

Name

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Email

Knowsley’s
big clean-up

egular clean-ups have been
taking place and council
teams have been litter picking,

sweeping pavements, cutting grass,
cleaning up graffiti and removing
fly-tipped waste.

It cost Knowsley Council £2.7million
to clean up last year. The Big Deal
campaign aims to reduce this cost
and encourage people to think about
their actions before they drop litter,
including cigarette butts, chewing
gum and food takeaway packaging.
The awareness campaign will be
stepping up a gear by taking
enforcement action against those
responsible for littering. As part of the
campaign, officers will be issuing

R £75 fixed penalty notices for people
caught dropping litter in the borough.

Owners of businesses – including
takeaways and fast food restaurants –
who fail to take appropriate action to
deal with litter created as a result of
their work, could face action too. The
new fixed penalties also allow officers
to fine people caught fly-posting in the
borough as well as owners of private
land who fail to clean up. Enforcement
teams across the borough have been
issuing warnings to those caught
littering, giving people a chance to
change their ways before fines are
issued. On-the-spot fines will now be
enforced.

Knowsley Council is continuing its
drive to improve recycling rates by
introducing a new food waste
recycling service.

You will be provided with a small
caddy for storing food waste outside
and a mini caddy, complete with
compostable liners, for internal use.

The average household bin contains
about 40% food waste. By collecting
it separately and recycling it, we can
prevent it from being buried in
landfill sites. Collected food is
composted and turned into a soil
improving fertilizer. The new scheme
will be introduced on 5 October 2009.

Sign up for the new weekly service
now by completing this form and
returning it to Food Waste Scheme,
Knowsley Council, FREEPOST LV6600,
L36 6AB, or call our Customer Contact
Centre on 443 2400.

You can also register on-line.
Log on towww.knowsley.gov.uk
to find out more.

KNOWSLEY COUNCIL IS GETTING
TOUGH ON LITTER LOUTS.
KNOWSLEY’S ‘BIG DEAL’
CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN RAISING
AWARENESS OF THE PROBLEMS
OF LITTER AND FLY-TIPPING BY
PROMOTING MESSAGES ON
BILLBOARDS, TAXIS AND POSTERS
ACROSS THE BOROUGH.

�
New foodwaste
recycling service
for Knowsley

he Get Real campaign is
helping retailers gain a
greater understanding of their

responsibilities, whilst warning adults
of the consequences of buying age-
restricted products for young people.

People breaking the law in this area
can face up to two years in prison and
fines of up to £5,000. The campaign
also aims to stop youngsters trying to
buy these things in the first place.
Over the last six months, Knowsley

Council’s Trading Standards Officers
have teamed up with Merseyside Police
and carried out a range of activities
including test purchasing initiatives.
Sales of alcohol to underage volunteers
is reducing, so the message that
underage sales will not be tolerated is
being adhered to. Where sales have
taken place, the sellers have been
issued with an £80 Fixed Penalty Notice
and, in appropriate circumstances, a
review of the owner’s premises licence
or prosecution has taken place.

T

KNOWSLEY COUNCIL AND ITS PARTNERS HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT
IN-ROADS TOWARDS STOPPING SALES OF ALL AGE-RESTRICTED GOODS
IN THE BOROUGH. ALCOHOL, CIGARETTES, KNIVES, FIREWORKS,
SOLVENTS, DVDS, COMPUTER GAMES, AEROSOL PAINT AND LOTTERY
TICKETS ARE PART OF THE COUNCIL’S ‘GET REAL’ CAMPAIGN.

“THESE LAWS ARE IN PLACE
FOR GOOD REASON. YOUNG
PEOPLE CAN PUT THEMSELVES
AND OTHERS IN DANGER BY USING
THINGS LIKE ALCOHOL, SOLVENTS,
FIREWORKS, TOBACCO AND
KNIVES. THAT IS WHY THIS
CAMPAIGN IS SO IMPORTANT
AND A PRIORITY FOR KNOWSLEY
COUNCIL. WEWANT TO KEEP OUR
YOUNG PEOPLE SAFE ANDWELL,
WHILST PREVENTING ANTI-SOCIAL
BEHAVIOUR IN THE BOROUGH.
I AM ALSO PLEASED TO SAY THAT
THE CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN VERY
SUCCESSFUL TO DATE, ALTHOUGH
WEWILL CONTINUE TOWORK
HARD TO GET OURMESSAGE
ACROSS TO THOSEWHO PERSIST
IN BREAKING THE LAW.

Cllr Ken Keith
Knowsley’s Cabinet Member for
Corporate and Customer Services

“

Knowyour age limits!

Know the facts!

Alcohol and tobacco

Lottery tickets/cards

Volatile substances,
solvents and lighter fuel

Aerosol paint

Videos, DVDs and
computer games

Offensive weapons
and knives

Fireworks and sparklers

Party poppers and
novelty fireworks

18

16

18

16

181512

18

18

16
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Like this section? Tell us – go to the survey on page 
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Knowsley residents are invited to
help change their communities
for the better by becoming a
Community Crime Fighter.

The Criminal Justice System relies
on active, committed individuals
in local communities who are
prepared to stand up against
crime and anti-social behaviour,
or give their free time to help
make their community safer.

The Community Crime Fighters
training will provide members
of the public with free training,
information and support to help
them work more effectively with
Neighbourhood Policing Teams,
local authorities and criminal
justice agencies in reducing crime.

Training will include information
on the services residents can and
should expect from the police
and other agencies and ways to
get more involved with reducing
crime and the fear of crime
throughout Knowsley.

Find out more
For more information on
becoming a Community Crime
Fighter or to register to attend
a free training event, email
saferknowsleypartnership
@knowsley.gov.uk or call
443 3393.

Are you
active in your
community?
Or do you
want to be?

AGE RESTRICTIONS



Did you know?

You don’t need to be working
to qualify for Child Tax Credit.

You don't need to have children
to qualify for Working Tax Credit.

For more info contact the
Tax Credit Office on
0845 300 3900
or visit
www.hmrc.gov.uk/taxcredits

The opportunity was funded by
the Heritage Lottery Fund for
the Conservation Skills and
Interpretation Project.

10 www.knowsley.gov.uk
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In focus

Credit crunch update
Are you getting all
the financial support
you’re entitled to?

In today’s difficult financial times,
everyone’s trying to make their money
go further. Yet many people are
missing out on help that they’re
entitled to, without even realising it.

Councillor Norman Keats, Knowsley’s
Cabinet Member for Finance and
Information Technology said:

“Around £5 billion of benefits go
unclaimed in this country each year.
We want to help to make sure that our
residents are claiming all the benefits
that they’re entitled to and getting the
help and support they need in these
challenging times.”

Learning
heritage skills
from the best
STUDENTS FROM KNOWSLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE WHO STUDY
BRICKLAYING, JOINERY AND INTERIOR DESIGN, HAVE SPENT TIMEWITH
PROFESSIONAL EXPERTS TO LEARN HOW TO USE THEIR SKILLS IN THE
HERITAGE SECTOR.

hey took part in practical
work including lime scaling,
historic jointing, gothic

stencilling, marbling and graining
and making sash windows with a
National Trust carpenter.

These skills and knowledge will
remain with them for a lifetime.
And with high demand for workers
in this area of the construction
industry, the students have gained
an invaluable advantage for their
future careers.

T

Raven Court
update

How to get the
help you need

If your circumstances have
changed, you are confused
about the benefits you can
claim or just want some help
and guidance, then please take
action and get in touch. The council
can advise residents about their
entitlement to Housing and/or
Council Tax Benefit and other
welfare benefits through its One
Stop Shops (Kirkby, Huyton,
Halewood & Prescot) and the
Contact Centre.

There is also a team of Benefit
Visiting Officers who will visit
residents in their own homes
if they are vulnerable or have
difficulty getting to a One Stop
Shop. Appointments can be
made by telephoning the Contact
Centre on 443 4042.

Knowsley Housing Trust also offers
a welfare benefit visiting service to
their tenants. Appointments can
be made by telephoning 290 7408.

Did you know?

Housing & Council Tax Benefit
can help towards the cost of your
rent and council tax charges.

Collect an application form
from the Council’s One Stop
Shops or by telephoning the
Contact Centre.

Did you know?

Last year, your Revenues Service
collected a record breaking
£115.4 million in Council Tax, Business
Rates and other charges. This helped
to keep your Council Tax the second
lowest on Merseyside whilst
maintaining excellent services.
To improve our service and reduce
costs, this year we included benefit
letters in with the Council Tax bills.
A telephone survey revealed that
over 90% of customers thought this
was a good idea and all but one
person received their bill on time.

The easiest way to pay your Council
Tax is by Direct Debit. Sign up now
at www.knowsley.gov.uk, call
443 4476 or visit any of our
One Stop Shops.

If you are struggling to pay your
council bills, call or visit us now –
we may be able to help.

Plans for new modern shopping
facilities and a supermarket at the heart
of Halewood are progressing. This will
complete the Raven Court regeneration
and provide a much needed new
district centre for Halewood.

Phase 2 has received an additional boost
as two competing developers submitted
proposals for the retail element. The two
bids propose Tesco and Aldi as the main
supermarket.

Council officers are now evaluating
both proposals to make a
recommendation to council as soon
as possible. Whilst this process has added
a few weeks to the programme, getting
the right scheme is crucial to the long-
term success of the development and for
the residents of Halewood. Meanwhile,
work is continuing to prepare the site so
the chosen developer can start work as
soon as possible. Demolition of the
surgery is complete and most of the
shop units are now empty.

Knowsley is taking action on
empty properties blighting your
neighbourhood. Unoccupied
homes can often attract vandalism,
anti-social behaviour and other
nuisances.

Did you know that, if you own an
empty property, the council can give
free advice and guidance on the
options to bring the property back
into use? You could earn rental
income, get help finding tenants or
even increase the value of your
property. By bringing empty properties
back into use, the council is helping

local families
who need it
most to find a
home and get on to
the property ladder.
If you would like to report an empty
property in your neighbourhood,
please call 443 5836 or email
housing@knowsley.gov.uk

EmptyHomes

Autumndecision
looks likely
for Kirkby
Following the close of the Kirkby
Public Inquiry in February this
year, the Planning Inspectorate
has confirmed that the Secretary
of State will issue her decision on,
or before, 27 November 2009.

We eagerly await the outcome
of the inquiry which will help to
determine the future for the town
and hopefully, in the process,
secure much needed investment
into the borough.

As always we will keep you up to
date on progress and inform you
as soon as a decision is reached.
All inquiry information can be
found on our website
www.knowsley.gov.uk



Get on board our
Knowledge Bus
this summer!

THE FUTURE SCHOOLING IN KNOWSLEY TEAM’S KNOWLEDGE BUS
TOOK TO THE ROADS RECENTLY IN KNOWSLEY AND LIVERPOOL.

“I ENCOURAGE EVERYONE INKNOWSLEY TO GET ON BOARD
THE KNOWLEDGE BUS TO FIND
OUT FOR THEMSELVES THE
EXCITING EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARE ON
THEIR DOORSTEP. KNOWSLEY
IS AT THE FOREFRONT OF
TEACHING AND LEARNING,
PROVIDING A NEW AND
THRILLING ENVIRONMENT
FOR CHILDREN AND THEIR
PARENTS.

Sheena Ramsey
Chief Executive of Knowsley Council

“

12 www.knowsley.gov.uk
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he bus was named by pupil
Rachelle Parr, from Higherside
Secondary School, and is a

new travelling centre for learning
which will tour Knowsley throughout
the year.

There are interactive displays and
exhibitions from primary schools and
Centres for Learning. There will also
be information about educational
opportunities for those aged 16

and over. In addition, the bus provides
useful information and activities on
the Future Schooling in Knowsley
programme.

There are laptops, and a classroom
inside, along with teaching experts
on board, to help youngsters and
their families to learn more about
educational opportunities in
Knowsley.

Look out for the Knowledge
Bus at the following events:
5 July – Halewood Community
Festival
18 July – Kirkby Community Festival
25 July – Liverpool-Knowsley Mini
Cup, King George V playing fields
8 August – McGoldrick Park
9 August – Knowsley Flower Show

he Centre is one of the
largest being built and will
accommodate up to 1,400

pupils. Specialising in arts and drama,
Halewood is an exciting and inspiring
place to learn. Bright, modern spaces
and state-of-the-art equipment are
provided for every subject. The
Centre has been designed with the
whole community in mind and will
be available for community use
throughout the week.

Barrie Yates, Project Director for
Transform Schools, said: “Transform
Schools are pleased to be part of

Knowsley’s Future Schooling programme
and we are delighted to hand over this
fantastic facility to the pupils, teachers
and the local community. Halewood
Centre for Learning is a world class
educational facility”.

The existing school is still in place
but is due to be demolished over the
summer, providing the final sports
pitches for the Centre for Learning in
October 2009 and March 2010. An
official opening ceremony and open
day will take place on 3 July to allow
the whole community to view
the school.

Did you know…?
– The building covers 12,434m,

that’s bigger than a football pitch!

– Each year group has access to its
own outdoor courtyard space for
educational and recreational use.

T

T
TRANSFORM SCHOOLS HANDED OVER HALEWOOD CENTRE FOR LEARNING TO
KNOWSLEY COUNCIL IN MARCH THIS YEAR AFTER 20 MONTHS OF CONSTRUCTION.

Halewood
Centre for Learning
is ready to open!

“I AM DELIGHTEDWITH THE
BUILDING! THE PUPILS THINK IT’S
AN ‘AWESOME’ SPACE ANDWE
ARE ALL EXCITED TO BE MOVING
INTO OUR NEW FACILITY IN JUNE.
IT REALLY IS AN ASSET FOR THE
WHOLE COMMUNITY.

Ann Behan
Principal, Halewood Centre
for Learning

“

Above: Chief Executive Sheena Ramsey,
Service Director Simon McEneny,
Cllr GrahamWright and Executive
Director of Children & Family Services
Damian Allen cut the ribbon to launch
the Knowledge Bus.

Like this section? Tell us – go to the survey on page 
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he Skills Academy is a
Government initiative that
enables a partnership

between Construction Skills,
employers, clients, colleges and
the Learning and Skills Council
(LSC) to deliver project-specific site
training. The academy enables
employers to train local people
into jobs and raise the skill level
of the workforce.

Project Skills Coordinator Ceri
Talbot has worked with project
staff and the supply chain to
coordinate education, skills and
employment initiatives on the
project since May 2008.

Ceri said: “It’s been a promising
start for the Skills Academy, despite
the current economic climate.
We have made good progress in
establishing relationships with
local schools, colleges and training
providers and this has helped
enormously in identifying
opportunities for training and
development.”

One of the success stories of the
Skills Academy has been Philip
Hendrick, 22, from Prescot.
Mechanical and electrical
contractor Balfour Kilpatrick
took Philip on as an adult
trainee electrical engineer in
October 2008.

Philip had previously studied at
Knowsley Community College for
an NVQ Level 2 in Electrical
Engineering and spotted the

opportunities available on the
internet. Since starting on the project,
he has worked on two of the seven
construction sites – Halewood Centre
for Learning and All Saints Catholic
Centre for Learning in Kirkby,
which he is currently working on.

THE NATIONAL SKILLS ACADEMY, SET UP BY BALFOUR BEATTY ON THE FUTURE SCHOOLING
IN KNOWSLEY CONSTRUCTION SITES, HAS JUST CELEBRATED ITS FIRST BIRTHDAY.

T
hrist the King Catholic and
Church of England Centre for
Learning was launched in

January 2009 and is now operational.
This was followed by Halewood Centre
for Learning, which was handed over
by Transform Schools in March. This
centre will be officially opened on
3 July 2009 with a launch ceremony
and open day event to allow the local
community to come and view the
fantastic new facilities.

A further three centres will be handed
over in the summer – Huyton Arts and
Sports Centre for Learning in South
Huyton, Knowsley Park Centre for
Learning in Prescot and Kirkby Sports
College Centre for Learning in Kirkby.
Site teams at these centres are
currently working hard to meet their
respective handover dates.

As you would expect, these centres
are all at a similar stage in terms of
progress, with works focusing on
curtain walling, cladding to external
elevations, ongoing mechanical and
electrical work and construction of
new sports pitches/multi-use
games areas.

Work is also continuing to progress
well on the last two sites – All Saints
Catholic Centre for Learning in Kirkby
and St. Edmund Arrowsmith Catholic
Centre for Learning in Whiston,
with activity concentrating on duct
installation, drainage works, cladding
to external elevations and electrical
installation work.

IT’S TWO DOWN AND FIVE TO GO! THE COUNTDOWN IS NOW ON FOR THE
COMPLETION AND HANDOVER OF THE REMAINING CENTRES FOR LEARNING,
AS PART OF KNOWSLEY’S FUTURE SCHOOLING PROGRAMME TO REPLACE
ALL OF ITS EXISTING SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN THE AREA.

TheMagnificent Seven
have started to arrive!
C

Happy Birthday…
to the Skills Academy

Since starting on site, Philip has
learned a range of skills and will
shortly be working on NVQ Level 3
in Electrical Engineering to
consolidate his knowledge.

The Skills Academy has also been
involved in up-skilling the workforce
with site-specific training and has
linked in with local schools and
colleges to:
– offer work placements to local
youngsters;

– provide Continuing Professional
Development training to teachers;

– assist Knowsley College with their
bid to deliver the new construction
diploma from 2010.

The aim is to build upon these
achievements in the forthcoming year.

The new Centres for Learning will
provide future generations in
Knowsley with excellent new
facilities upon which to transform
educational provision within the
borough. Construction on all the
centres is scheduled for completion
by November 2009.

Above
Kirkby Sports College is well on course
for opening in September 2009

Below
All Saints Catholic Centre for Learning
will be opening its doors to pupils,
parents and teachers in January 2010

“I WAS REALLY HAPPY TO BE
OFFERED THE OPPORTUNITY
TOWORK ON THE PROJECT AS
THERE AREN’T A LOT OF JOBS
AVAILABLE AT THE MOMENT.
I REALLY ENJOY THE JOB AND
FEEL LUCKY TO BE GIVEN THE
CHANCE TO BE INVOLVED.

Philip Hendrick

“

14 www.knowsley.gov.uk
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he event runs from 11am to
5pm on Sunday,  August, in
Court Hey Park and is one of

the largest, free horticultural shows
in the North West.

There are a wide range of categories,
from floral art to vegetable growing
with cash prizes and classes for
children. There is also a photography
exhibition.

There will be a giant marquee housing
hundreds of flowers, a craft marquee,
dog and falconry displays, trade
stands, a large farmer’s market, DJ
workshops, children’s fairground rides
and free health checks and advice.

Visitors are encouraged to use public
transport to get to the event as
parking is limited. Call Traveline on
0871 200 2233 for bus and train
information.

A SUMMER CHALLENGE TO ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO
READ MORE IS BEING EXTENDED TO ALL AGE GROUPS.

he Quest Seekers Summer
Challenge calls on people to
read six or more library books

of their choice during the holidays.

The free scheme was originally for
children who won medals and
certificates but is now open to
everyone. Entrants will be entered into
a free prize draw for book tokens.

It is organised by The Reading
Agency, an independent charity that
encourages reading and begins on
17 July.

You can find out more by visiting
the www.questseekers.org.uk
website or by contacting your local
library who can also let you know
about other events.

There will also be a free, regular
park and ride service from Huyton
Bus Station and Bowring Park Golf
Course and an hourly shuttle bus
from Kirkby town centre.

To enter your produce in the show,
or for advice, contact show secretary
Christine Yates on 480 8666.

For a copy of the show schedule,
call Lisa or Sharon on 443 2155 or
log onto our website
www.knowsleyflowershow.com

T

T

Play away Frensham Park, Halewood
Flower show
is blossoming

“THE FLOWER SHOW IS ONE OF
THE MAIN EVENTS IN THE
KNOWSLEY CALENDAR.

IT IS FREE AND FULL OF ALL SORTS
OF ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES AND
IS NOT JUST ABOUT FLOWERS
AND GARDENING. IT IS A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY FOR FAMILIES
AND FRIENDS TO SPEND TIME
TOGETHER.

Cllr Eddie Connor
Knowsley’s Cabinet Member for Leisure,
Community and Culture

“

Lifestyle

Knowsley’s Cabinet Member for
Leisure, Community and Culture,
Cllr Eddie Connor, said: “These facilities
are already attracting hundreds of
children and families and the next phase
will be even bigger with the creation of
two giant play spaces at Mill Dam in
Kirkby and Jubilee Park in Huyton.”

The existing play spaces are at:
– Wood Road Recreation Ground;
– Halewood Park;
– Frensham Park;
– Halewood Doorstep Green and

Hollies Recreation Ground in
Halewood;

– Hall Lane Park in Cronton;
– Foxshaw Close;
– Old Rough in North Kirkby;
– Roby Playing Field and St John’s

Millennium Green in South Huyton;
– Eaton Street Park in Prescot; and
– Knowsley Village Recreation

Ground.

he Play Pathfinder spaces are
aimed at 8 to 13 year olds and
offer the latest in natural

outdoor play, as well as the usual
swings and slides.

There are to be 28 of them in a
programme that is the first of its kind
on Merseyside.

Local youngster Jessica Fairclough
opened the first at Henley Park in
Whiston with Knowsley’s Leader and
former Mayor, Cllrs Ron Round and
Michael Foulkes.

Thirteen have opened already, with
a further fifteen expected to be
ready by next March, and local people
have been consulted on what they
would like.

Next year’s spaces will be:
– Alt Park;
– Jubilee Park and Stockbridge

Village in North Huyton;
– Bowring Park and McGoldrick

Park in South Huyton;
– Bryer Road Play Space in

Prescot/Whiston;
– Stadt Moers Park and Lickers Lane

in Whiston;
– King George V (Brownsfield) in

Prescot;
– Saxon Green and Mill Dam Park

in North Kirkby;
– Copthorne Play Space in North

Kirkby and Field Lane Park; and
– Webster Park and Wignall Park

in South Kirkby.

NOVICE AND EXPERT GARDENERS ARE INVITED TO ENTER THEIR BLOOMS
AND PRODUCE INTO THIS YEAR’S KNOWSLEY FLOWER SHOW.

Like this section?
Tell us – go to the survey on page 

T
PLAY FACILITIES FOR YOUNGSTERS IN KNOWSLEY ARE BEING TRANSFORMED IN A £4 MILLION PROJECT.

See our What ,s on
Guide on pages 27 and
28 for details of the
full programme of summer
holiday activities at
the new play spaces.Lets all read more

Old Rough, Kirkby

St John’s Millennium Green, Huyton

Knowsley’s outgoing Mayor, Cllr Michael Foulkes,
Council Leader Cllr Ron Round and Jessica
Fairclough (centre) open the space in Henley Park
with Whiston Mayor Cllr Brian Corkhill, Mayoress
Dorothy Corkhill and other local children

Knowsley News
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s well as taking part in the
free activities, families were
able to find out more about

the work of Aiming High, including
opportunities available for disabled
children and young people and their
families to enjoy short breaks,
activities and overnight stays.

Aiming High for disabled children and
young people is the Government’s
new plan to make things better for all
disabled children, young people and
their families. Knowsley has been
awarded an extra £1.5 million for

disabled children’s services.
Consultation is on-going across the
borough to find out how we can
better plan our services to meet
your children’s and family’s needs.

The programme is aimed at children
with a physical disability, life limiting
illness, additional or special
educational needs, Autism or
behaviour problems.

For more information about Aiming
High please visit the council website
www.knowsley.gov.uk

FAMILIES ENJOYED AN
AFTERNOON OF ACTIVITIES
INCLUDING FACE PAINTING, JUDO
AND REIKI AT A FAMILY FUN DAY
AS PART OF THE AIMING HIGH
FOR DISABLED CHILDREN AND
YOUNG PEOPLE PROJECT.

he ‘Vinvolved’ youth
volunteering project, hosted
by Knowsley CVS (Council

for Voluntary Service), staged the
event held at Kirkby Civic Suite
which attracted over 160 people.
The volunteers have contributed
over £100,000 worth of free hours
to various projects, ranging from
hospital and care work to helping
on a city farm. Involvement in the
projects has helped the young
people to build their confidence
whilst gaining valuable experience
and learning a wide range of skills.
Local musician Danny Morris and
the AJ Dancer productions
performed live music and dance
during the evening and there
was also a fun casino to fit
in with the James Bond theme.

Six of the young people were
presented with ‘Volunteer of the
Year’ awards for their outstanding
contribution to the organisations
they’ve worked for. If you would
like more information on the
awards or are interested in
volunteering, please contact
Cathy Georgeson on 489 1222
or email
c.georgeson@knowsleycvs.org

A FUN-PACKED DAY IS IN STORE FOR
LOCAL PEOPLE AS PLANS ARE PUT IN
PLACE FOR THE ANNUAL HALEWOOD
FESTIVAL 2009.

he event, to be held at
Halewood Leisure Centre on
Sunday 5 July, is completely

free and with lots of new activities to
keep everybody entertained, this year
promises to be bigger and better
than ever!

A new marquee will be part of the
festival with plenty of information
available on relaxation and wellbeing.
This will include advice on how to lead
a healthier lifestyle with health checks,
fitness testing and complementary

therapies all provided free of charge.
With lots of interesting and unusual
stalls, the Craft Fayre will be the ideal
place to pick up great gifts or
something special for yourself.

The event will rock to the sounds of
‘Reverberate’, giving youngsters the
opportunity try some live DJ, rap
and MC workshops. All the usual
children’s activities are on offer with
an arts and crafts funzone, face
painting, seaside fun and small
fairground rides. The Children’s Fancy
Dress Competition will take place at
2.30pm at the Main Arena so children
up to the age of 15 are asked to dress
up in something funky and wild with
lots of prizes on offer.

There will be sports demonstrations
including athletics, badminton and
basketball and a welly throwing
competition taking place between
1 and 3pm. Keep the kids
entertained with the climbing wall
and the Play Ranger’s agility test.
With a larger American themed
main arena this year, you will see a
fantastic line-up including the ever
popular falconry, martial arts,
cheerleading and air cadets, plus a
dance extravaganza including line
dancing and disco dancing. A free
shuttle bus will be available to and
from Halewood Leisure Centre for
local residents.

For more information contact
Carla Simkin on 443 2156.

Festival of fun on the way

Family
fun day
in Huyton

Licence to thrill
for young volunteers
YOUNG VOLUNTEERS ACROSS KNOWSLEY WERE TREATED TO A
SPECIAL JAMES BOND THEMED AWARDS NIGHT TO CELEBRATE
THEIR HARD WORK THROUGHOUT THE BOROUGH.

Active
challenge

T

A

T

Volunteering Awards police cadets

Volunteering Awards young volunteer winners

A RECORD 553 RUNNERS TOOK PART IN THE 16TH
ANNUAL ACTIVE KNOWSLEY CHALLENGE HELD IN THE
GROUNDS OF KNOWSLEY HALL ON SUNDAY 17 MAY.

he day, organised by NHS
Knowsley and Knowsley
Council and sponsored by

Renova Developments, Knowsley
Village Parish Council and the Lord
Lieutenant of Merseyside, was made
up of events ranging from guided
walks, guided cycle rides, orienteering
taster sessions and, for the first time,
a 5 mile guided walk. There was also
a Junior 2k Challenge, which over

200 young people took part in, and
a 5k Team Challenge. The overall
winning team were Calderstones 1A,
with an impressive collective time of
1 hour, 20 minutes and 35 seconds.

There was a great turn-out for the
event and everyone seemed to be
enjoying themselves and getting
involved in the activities.

T

Like this section? Tell us – go to the survey on page 

“EVERYTHING FROM HEALTHY
EATING TO PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
WAS AVAILABLE AT THE ACTIVE
CHALLENGE AND IT DIDN’T
MATTER HOW OLD OR HOW
FIT PEOPLE WERE, THERE
REALLY WAS SOMETHING FOR
ALL THE FAMILY.

Diana Forrest
Director of Public Health
for Knowsley

“



Your neighbourhood

Did you know?
You can drop in to the South
Huyton office to tell us about
incidents of anti-social behaviour,
litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at the One Stop
Shop, Municipal Buildings,
Archway Road, Huyton L36 9YU.

SOUTH HUYTON

Spring fayre
success

nited Residents Association
in Roby recently held a spring
fayre at Roby Community

Centre. The fayre had a variety of
stalls selling items ranging from
home-made cream teas to hanging
baskets. Knowsley Play Service were
also on hand to offer face painting.
The successful day raised almost £500
and all proceeds will go towards
supporting local community events.

U

Highlighting
homelessness
through
performance
The Huyton Youth Theatre are to
create a show highlighting youth
homelessness in and around
Knowsley. The group of 18 young
people were asked by the
Homeless Prevention Team to put
together the performance and are
working with a professional
actor/director, Fillipo Fiori. The
final production will be performed
in secondary schools in Knowsley
during June and July. Please
contact Leanne at Knowsley Arts
Service on 443 5619 or email
leanne.jones@knowsley.gov.uk

Big clean-up
on St. John’s
A clean-up day on St. John’s estate
saw a massive one tonne of weeds
being collected. Knowsley Council
in partnership with Knowsley
Housing Trust (KHT) organised the
spring clean, where six skips were
filled with rubbish and graffiti
removed from around the
estate. Other clean-up activities
included offering to remove
rubbish from residents’ driveways
and cutting the grassed areas
around the estate. Anti-vandal
paint was also applied to the rear
of the community centre in an
attempt to deter break-ins.

Neighbourhood
Network
pledge to work
together

St Gabriel’s Neighbourhood Network
recently held their annual general
meeting, where they signed their
‘network charter’. The charter
highlights what the network partners
agree to work towards in the St.
Gabriel’s area. This includes working

together to overcome challenges
and developing a strong local
community. If you would like to find
out more about the Neighbourhood
Network or how you could get
involved, ring Tommy Dunn on
443 3047.

21

Awards
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nowsley Development
Trust (KDT) was one of
only ten companies in the

country to receive a sustainable
development award.

It’s the first time a Knowsley
organisation has won this award,
which recognises companies who
consider the economic, social and
environmental development of their
business and contribute towards a
better quality of life for everyone.
KDT supports businesses at the
North Mersey Business Centre by
providing affordable rents, flexible
tenancies and support on business
issues such as personnel.

KDT Chief Executive Steve Dumbell
said: “The award is the highest
accolade you can get, so it means a
lot to us. It’s the culmination
of 18 years of work.”

Aerelink, who design and
implement wireless solutions,
received the award for Innovation.

“We’re very excited about winning,”
said managing director Steve Swift.

“In the current economic climate,
it shows people we are a sustainable
company.”

ColorMatrix, which supplies liquid
colourant for plastic products, won
an international trade award for
the third time.

William Ravenna, managing director,
said: “This is a testament to the
continued hard work and
commitment of our dedicated teams.”

Award winning
enterprise
in Knowsley
THREE KNOWSLEY BUSINESSES RECENTLY WON PRESTIGIOUS
QUEEN’S AWARDS FOR ENTERPRISE. THE AWARDS, REGARDED AS
THE HIGHEST HONOUR A BUSINESS CAN RECEIVE, ARE PRESENTED TO
ORGANISATIONS DEMONSTRATING EXCELLENCE IN INTERNATIONAL
TRADE, INNOVATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

K

“THERE ARE MANY ORGANISATIONS
IN KNOWSLEY THAT DEMONSTRATE
EXCELLENCE IN THEIR WORK IN A
NUMBER OF WAYS. IT’S GREAT
NEWS THAT THESE THREE HAVE
BEEN RECOGNISED AND RECEIVED
THE UK’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS
AWARDS FOR BUSINESS.

Cllr Ron Round
Leader of Knowsley Council

“

WINNERS OF THE
QUEEN’S AWARDS FOR
ENTERPRISE 2009

Sustainable Development:
Knowsley Development
Trust Ltd

Innovation:
Aerelink

International Trade:
ColorMatrix Europe Ltd

Like this section? Tell us – go to the survey on page 



Did you know?
You can call in to the South
Kirkby office to tell us about
incidents of anti-social behaviour,
litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at the One Stop

Shop, Cherryfield Drive,
Kirkby L32 1TX.

Get ready for
Kirkby festival
This year’s Kirkby festival is
gearing up to be the best ever,
with everything from live music
to stiltwalking.

The event takes place on
Saturday, 18 July, at Millbrook
Park, Millennium Green.

There will also be circus
skills, arts workshops,
a fairground and much
more – and admission
is free for all.

More information is
available from Knowsley
Arts Service on 443 5619
or the Kirkby Community
Development team
on 443 5963.

Knowsley News Your neighbourhood
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NORTH HUYTON

Tournament success
helps spread
anti-knife message

Page Moss
big spring clean

A team of young footballers from
Stockbridge Village played their way to
the North West final of the ‘It Doesn’t
Have To Happen’ tournament.
The competition was supporting a
Government campaign to raise
awareness of the consequences
of knife crime and was backed by Kickz
football scheme. Although the team
were unsuccessful in winning the
tournament, they played exceptionally
well throughout and helped share
the message of how dangerous
carrying knives
can be.

New Knowsley Works Plus Centre
opens in Stockbridge Village

SOUTH KIRKBY

You can call in to the North
Huyton office to tell us about
incidents of anti-social behaviour,
litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at the River Alt
Resource Centre, Woolfall Heath
Avenue, Huyton L36 3YE.

WORK IS UNDER WAY ON A
£1.7M HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
IN SOUTH KIRKBY.

13 new two- and three-bedroom
houses are being built in Birkin Walk
and Broad Lane after Knowsley
Housing Trust (KHT) teamed up with
Knowsley Council and the Homes
and Community Agency.

The properties will be available
for rent through KHT and will provide
some much needed affordable homes
for the community. Work will be
complete by Autumn this year.

A Broad new future

Carers have
a new home
KNOWSLEY CARERS CENTRE
HAS RELOCATED TO A NEWLY
REFURBISHED HOME IN
BEWLEY DRIVE, KIRKBY.

The Centre boasts a large carers’
room, training room, massage room
and additional services to support the
thousands of carers living in Knowsley.
The charity provides information,
support groups, carer breaks and free
holistic therapies for carers to help
them cope. The Centre is also a place
where carers can relax and meet new
friends, helping to improve their lives

and wellbeing while also valuing their
role in society. The Knowsley Carers
Centre is an independent charitable
company and a member of the
Princess Royal Trust for Carers.
If you live in Knowsley and care for
someone who is ill – whether a child,
partner, family member or friend –
contact Knowsley Carers Centre on
549 1412/443 4023 to find out more.

Darrell heads for Camp America
A young football coach has been
whisked off to Arizona, USA to teach
children how to play football.

21 year-old Darrell Roberts from Finch
House Estate, Huyton, started off
playing caged soccer, a programme
run by the Merseyside Fire Support
Network. Through this initiative, he
was able to complete his Level One
Coaching with Liverpool Football
Club Academy. Darrell has now been

chosen to share his coaching skills
abroad with the Camp America
scheme, which will see him based in
Arizona for up to four months. To
commemorate his success, the former
Mayor of Knowsley, Cllr Foulkes,
presented Darrell with a certificate
just before he jetted off to America.
For more information on the caged
soccer programme, please contact
Christine Gardner at L14 Community
House on 480 1314.
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Residents in Page Moss were given
a hand in lightening their load
when they were provided with
skips to get rid of their rubbish.
Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT)
placed 22 skips around the Page
Moss area for residents to remove
bulky rubbish. In addition, the
council’s Pride Team helped to
dispose of 25 tonnes of rubbish
residents couldn’t lift. In total,
around 230 tonnes of household
rubbish was removed from Page
Moss. A further 10 skips were
placed in the Longview area,
which helped residents dispose of
70 tonnes of household rubbish.
If you have rubbish you would like
the council’s waste
pick-up service to
collect, ring them
on 443 2400.

Snakes
pull in the
crowds

A family fun day at South Kirkby
Children’s Centre helped draw
in the crowds with attractions
including abseiling, face painting,
a fire engine and live snakes
and owls.

More than 200 people enjoyed
the event, which also gave them
the chance to visit the Children’s
Centre and find out more about
the facilities on offer.

Thanks go to the team at the
Centre, Kirkby Park Ranger,
Merseyside Fire and Rescue
and the Play Rangers who
worked hard to make the day
a success.

esidents in Stockbridge Village
are being offered support into
employment, training and

education thanks to the opening of
a Knowsley Works Plus Centre.
The Centre provides a whole host
of services, including free advice on
getting out of debt, independent
guidance from qualified advisors,
as well as help with CV writing and
interview techniques. The Centre
welcomes residents who have been
long-term unemployed, and those
whose circumstances may make it
difficult for them to find work. This
includes lone parents, disabled
people and those aged 50-plus. For
more information, please contact
Knowsley Works Plus on 443 5015.

R
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John Healey, Local Government Minister, opens the Centre
with the Leader of Knowsley Council Cllr Ron Round, and Nick Kavanagh,
Executive Director for Regeneration, Economy and Skills.

Did you know?



Gardens
to remember
There’s a new garden of
remembrance at St Andrew’s
Church, Towerhill. People can bury
the ashes of loved ones, or just sit
in peace and remember them.
If you are interested, please call
Reverend Andy Heber on 548 7969.
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Your neighbourhood

NORTH KIRKBY

Did you know?
You can drop in to the North Kirkby office to tell us about incidents
of anti-social behaviour, litter problems or anything you think we could help
sort out. You will find us at The Barn, Shevingtons Lane, Kirkby L33 1XA.

Fun and games
at kids’ club

Spirit of Kirkby on stage

St Andrew’s kids’ club in Towerhill
is going from strength to strength.
As well as the monthly Sunday
afternoon meetings, the club now
holds football and netball coaching
run by an FA qualified coach.
Plans are also afoot to hold an
environmentally friendly holiday
club called Waste Watchers in July
for children aged 5-11. For more
information, call Reverend Andy
Heber on 548 7969.

Hot stuff
Young people from Littledale and
Tower Hill learned something of
the skills and responsibilities of
fire fighting in a week long course.
Twelve youngsters learned about
hose reeling, using breathing
apparatus in a smoke filled room,
lifesaving first aid and why hoax
calls can be so dangerous.

HALEWOOD

eople have been flocking to
the £m Halewood Centre
since its opening earlier this

year. The Library has been a roaring
success, with customer visits more
than doubling in the first few
weeks. There are lots of new books
for both adults and children, as well
as free internet access. The Post
Office has also proved to be very

P

Brightening up
North Kirkby

Improvements are underway in
the area including the removal of
around 200 tonnes of rubbish from
the back of Warrenhouse Road in
Northwood and a new footpath at
Conifer Close and Grantham Road.
In addition community clean ups and
maintenance work at Towerhill Park,
a new playground in Old Rough (part
of the Play Pathfinder project) and
spring planting in Copthorne and
Lexington Way will also take place.

popular, with customers saying how
happy they are to see so many
services available in the same
building.

The other facilities available at the
Halewood Centre include a One Stop
Shop, GP Surgeries, Halewood Credit
Union, Halewood Town Council,
Knowsley Works and Job Centre Plus.

Halewood Centre impresses residents

Businesses
working together
Members of the business
community in Halewood have met
with representatives from the
council, Merseytravel, Fresh Start,
and Knowsley Works to discuss the
impact on their businesses of the
improvements which have been
made to the area, and those that
are planned for the future.

Given the difficult economic
conditions, Halewood’s businesses
welcomed all the support they
could receive and were pleased
to have the opportunity to come
together and discuss these
issues on a regular basis.

25

The seaside came to Halewood as
part of a range of activities
promoted through Families Week.
This was the first time that the week
has been run, with the aim of
helping families to spend more
quality time together. The activities
on offer in Halewood included
soccer skills courses, wheelchair
basketball, fairground rides and dog
displays. One of the highlights of the
week was ‘Torry by the Sea’, when
The New Hutte Neighbourhood
Centre was transformed into a
fantastic seaside location for the day
– complete with sand, sandcastles,
ice creams and deckchairs!

Over 2,500 events took place across
the country during Families Week,
with the events in Halewood being
organised by the council, Knowsley
Housing Trust, Torrington Drive
Community Association and
Halewood Children’s Centre.

The sea comes to

Halewood

Did you know?
You can call in to the Halewood
office to tell us about incidents
of anti-social behaviour, litter
problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at New Hutte
Neighbourhood Centre, Lichfield
Road, Halewood L26 1TT.
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The cast of Spirit of the Stone,
which dramatised tales from Kirkby

The Spirit of the Stone
drama that retold the local
folklore of Kirkby, including

the Towerhill rent strikes and the
Grey Lady who haunted St. Chad’s,
has attracted sell-out audiences.

Residents of all ages got involved in
the project, researching the stories,
writing the script, creating the set
and props for the play and playing
the parts. They were helped by the
Everyman and Playhouse theatres and
Knowsley Arts and Heritage Service.
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PRESCOT, WHISTON, CRONTON AND KNOWSLEY VILLAGE

What’s on

What’s on in June – September...

Community
improvements
to continue
Two familiar faces will become
even more familiar as they continue
to support community led schemes
and vulnerable residents in Prescot
and Whiston. Rob Rimmer and
Dave Cox are from the Prescot and
Whiston Environmental Pride Team
and their contribution to local
initiatives has been well received by
community groups, as well as the
dozens of other local residents they
have helped with separate issues.
Over the past few months they have
cleared fly tipping, fitted home
security equipment, removed
graffiti and cleared vulnerable
residents’
gardens.

Crunch time
Two police officers have been
given training and personal
protective equipment to allow
them to use quad bikes, to help
remove the danger of quad and
scrambler bikes from the streets
and green spaces of Whiston.
Quads and scramblers have been
causing problems for local
residents through excessive noise
and instances of dangerous and
reckless riding.

The training and equipment for
police officers Tracey Martin and
Simon McArdle has been funded
through the Prescot and Whiston
Neighbourhood Team and
Knowsley Housing Trust, and will
result in even more illegal quad
and scrambler bikes being crushed.

his year’s Prescot Festival is
taking place between Friday
19th and Sunday 28th June.

The event will include the ever-
popular Last Night at the Proms on
Saturday 27th and a Jazz Finale with
Dr Jazz and the Cheshire Cats on

T Sunday 28th. On Wednesday evening
(24th), Whiston singer-songwriter
Rachel Dunn will host an Acoustic
Night, and the Birkenhead Operatic
Society will feature songs from the
shows on Thursday evening (25th).

The festival celebrates Prescot’s
rich historical and cultural heritage,
and is now in its fifth year.

More details, including the full list
of events, can be found at
www.prescotfestival.co.uk

Prescot festival in full flow

Historic building
is restored to
former glory

A Grade II listed building dating
back to 1614 has been lovingly
restored by skilled craftsmen in
Prescot. Number 30 Eccleston
Street – home to Going Places
travel agents – has had the original
timber restored and recoated with
Scandinavian tar, and the wattle
and daub plasterwork has been
lime washed. The restored building
will continue to be recognised as
an important heritage asset in one
of Knowsley’s most historic towns.

Did you know?
You can call in to the Prescot,
Whiston, Cronton and Knowsley
Village office to tell us about
incidents of anti-social behaviour,
litter problems or anything else
you think we could help sort out.
You will find us at George Howard
Community Centre, Lickers Lane
Whiston, Prescot, Merseyside
L35 3SR.

Like this section? Tell us – go to the survey on page 

TUESDAY 7 JULY

Knowsley Community Dance
showcase
Venue: Theatre Royal, St Helens

A dance showcase event funded by
Grassroots.

Phone: 489 4616

TUESDAY 7 JULY

Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Orchestra
Venue: Kirkby Suite

This fabulous summer concert brings
together local schools and community
groups to join one of the world’s
oldest and most prestigious orchestras.
Cost: £6.50/£3.50 concessions.

Contact: Knowsley Arts and
Heritage Service on 443 5619

SATURDAY 11 JULY

North Huyton’s Community Festival
Venue: River Alt Resource Centre,
Woolfall Health Avenue, Huyton and
adjacent playing field
Time: 12-4pm

Enjoy a range of sporting activities,
healthy eating options, arts and crafts
and much more. From grandparents
and parents to young children, there’s
fun for all ages.

Contact: Karen Gleaves at North
Huyton NDC on 443 5870

TUESDAY 14 JULY

Race for Life
Venue: Knowsley Hall
Time: 7pm

The impressive grounds of Knowsley
Hall provide the venue for this 5k run
for Cancer Research UK for the seventh
year. More than 2,000 female runners
are expected to take part and raise
cash for this good cause.

Contact: Application forms are
available from www.raceforlife.org.uk
or 08705 134 314

SATURDAY 25 JULY

Bowring Park Golf Open
Venue: Bowring Park Golf Club
Time: 7am-3pm tee times

This annual open competition attracts
more than a hundred leading amateur
golfers from the area.

Contact: Bowring Park Golf Society
on 443 3074

SATURDAY 25 JULY –
SUNDAY 26 JULY

Liverpool-Knowsley Mini Cup
Venue: King George V Playing Fields,
Huyton Time: 9am-5pm

‘Little brother’ to the International
Tournament, spectators can enjoy
watching more than 1,000 players
ranging from 7 to 10 years from all
over the North West.

Contact: Dave Mercer on 443 2152

TUESDAY 28 JULY –
SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER

Wish you were here
Venue: Prescot Museum

Exhibition that traces the development
of holidays through postcards,
photographs, artefacts and souvenirs.
There will be a range of activities for
younger visitors during the school
holidays.

Contact: 430 7787
Website: www.prescotmuseum.org.uk

TUESDAY 28 JULY –
SUNDAY 2 AUGUST

Liverpool-Knowsley International
Youth Soccer Tournament

Youth Soccer tournament in which
over 100 teams from throughout the
world compete. The 2008 tournament
welcomed teams from the likes of
Canada, China and Denmark.

Contact: Dave Mercer on 443 2152
Website:
www.LKsoccertournament.com

WEDNESDAY 5 AUGUST

National Play Day event
Venue: King George V Playing
Fields, Huyton
Time: 10am-3pm

All ages welcome to take part in freely
chosen, risky, challenging and exciting
play activities. All activities are free and
no need to book, just turn up. Part of the
Playday 2009: Make Time Campaign.

Contact: Play Service
on 443 5971
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Consumer Advice/Trading Standards
443 4737

Council Tax 443 4476

Council Tax and Benefits
Fraud Hotline 0800 073 111

Dangerous buildings/structures/trees
443 2380

Education general enquiries 443 3232

Fire/Police/Ambulance (emergency) 999

Government’s Consumer Direct Service
08454 04 05 06

Highways (including footways and
street lighting) 443 2400
Highways Emergency 443 2800

Homelessness 290 7190

Housing repairs 290 7375/449 3958

Job vacancies 443 5000

Knowsley Housing Trust (KHT)
General Enquiries 290 7000
Housing Repairs 0500 96 96 94

Knowsley Council’s bulky
household waste service 443 2400

Knowsley Council general enquiries
489 6000

Knowsley Hate Crime and Domestic
Violence Helpline 0800 953 4433

Merseyside Fire and Rescue
switchboard 296 4000

Merseyside Police switchboard 709 6010

NHS Direct 0845 4647

Pest control 443 2455

Planning enquiries 443 2380

Refuse collection 443 2400

Schools admissions and exclusions
443 5733

School attendance service 443 3279

School bus passes 443 5609

Social services and homelessness
07659 590 081

Traffic signal faults 443 2349

Truancy Hotline 0800 073 6161

For more information visit
www.knowsley.gov.uk

or email
customerservices@knowsley.gov.uk

Meetings in Knowsley

Anti-Social Behaviour Helpline 443 2000

Benefits (housing and Council Tax)
443 4042

Births/deaths/marriages 443 5210

Business rates 443 5210

Business services (advice, funding,
recruitment and training) 477 4000

Children’s Information Service 443 5633

Citizens Advice Bureau 0845 122 1300

Complaints and compliments 443 4031

Council
Wednesday 8 July, 6pm
Wednesday 2 September, 6pm

Cabinet
Wednesday 8 July, 2pm
Wednesday 5 August, pm
Wednesday 2 September, 2pm
Wednesday 23 September, 2pm

Planning Committee
Thursday 9 July, 6pm
Thursday 13 August, 6pm
Thursday 17 September, 6pm

Licensing Committee
Thursday 25 June, 2pm
Thursday 27 August, 2pm

Governance and Audit Committee
Thursday 25 June, 4pm
Tuesday 22 September, 4pm

Appeals Committee
Tuesday 7 July, 10am
Tuesday 4 August, 10am
Tuesday 8 September, 10am

Standards Committee
Thursday 16 July, 5pm

Joint Consultative Committee
Friday 10 July, 10am

Cabinet/Scrutiny/Area Partnership
Board Liaison Meeting
Wednesday 29 July, 2pm

Halewood Partnership Board
Tuesday 14 July

South Huyton Partnership Board
Wednesday 15 July

North Huyton Partnership Board
Thursday 16 July

South Kirkby Partnership Board
Tuesday 21 July

Prescot, Whiston, Cronton, Knowsley
Village Partnership Board
Wednesday 22 July

North Kirkby Partnership Board
Thursday 23 July

Area Partnership Board
Coordinating Group
Monday, 29 June, 4pm

Economic Development and
Environment Scrutiny Committee
Monday 14 September, 6pm
(budget meeting)

Health and Wellbeing Scrutiny
Committee
Tuesday 15 September, 6pm
(budget meeting)

Children, Young People and Families
Scrutiny Committee
Wednesday 1 July, 6pm
Wednesday 23 September, 6pm
(budget meeting)

Safer, Stronger Communities Scrutiny
Committee
Thursday 2 July, 6pm
Thursday 24 September, 6pm
(budget meeting)

Scrutiny Coordinating Committee
Monday 13 July, pm
Monday 28 September, 6pm
(budget meeting)

PLEASE CONTACT DEMOCRATIC SERVICES FOR CONFIRMATION OF TIMES AND VENUES ON 443 3502

Usefu
l

numb
ers
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THURSDAY 6 AUGUST

Knowsley Fun Day and Junior
Coarse Fishing Festival
Venue: Mill Farm Adventure
Playground, Mill Dam, Kirkby
Time: 12-4pm

A great fun day with lots of attractions
for all the family plus a Junior Coarse
Fishing Festival for all junior fishing
enthusiasts.

Cost: £4.50 to enter competition.
Anglers must be 16 years and over.
Contact: Steve Guy on 443 2153

SATURDAY  AUGUST

Fun Day
Venue: McGoldrick Park
Time: 1-4pm

An afternoon of fun for all the family,
including dog show, hawk display, face
painting, circus skills and much, much
more.

Contact: Rangers on 443 3682

MONDAY 10 – FRIDAY 14 AUGUST

Knowsley Hall Open Days
Venue: Knowsley Hall
Time: Tours run from 10am-4pm

A rare chance to see the inside of
Knowsley Hall, home to the Earls of
Derby since 1385. An informative
guided tour of the beautiful
architecture, art and furnishings.

Cost: £ per person
Contact: 489 4827
Website: www.knowsley.com

FRIDAY 14 AUGUST

Knowsley Junior Open Golf
Tournament
Venue: Bowring Park Golf Course

Popular golf tournament for all junior
players aged 5 to 17 years. Junior
players are divided into three
categories and start at different times
on the day.

Cost: £9.50 to enter tournament
(£4.75 for under-12s)
Contact: Steve Guy on 443 2153 for
times and bookings

SATURDAY 29 AUGUST

Whiston Gardening Summer Show
Venue: Whiston Town Hall
Time: 2-5pm

Come and see the beautiful floral art
on show and pick up some useful
gardening advice. Free light
refreshments provided.

Contact: June Jones on 289 1992

FRIDAY 18 SEPTEMBER

Bengali Festival
Venue: Kirkby Suite
Time: 4pm-midnight

Durga Puja is a religious festival
celebrated by people joining together
in prayer, dining and cultural events.
Over 250 visitors attend from all over
the UK as well as visitors and guests
from India.

Contact: Kirkby Suite on 443 4063

SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER

Pet show
Venue: Court Hey Park
Time: 1-3pm

Bring along your own pets and enter
them into our show. Categories for all
shapes and sizes. Please arrive by 1pm
to register.

Contact: Rangers on 443 3682

SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER

Halewood Country Show
Venue: Halewood Park
Time: 1-4pm

A fun afternoon themed “all things
rural”. Birds of prey and dog display
teams, demonstrations of traditional
country crafts including charcoal
making and willow weaving, plus a
circus skills workshop, face painting
and arts and crafts activities.

Contact: Rangers on 488 6151

SATURDAY 29 – SUNDAY 30 AUGUST

United Kingdom Federation of Jazz
Bands World Championship
Venue: BT Convention Centre,
Liverpool
Time: 8:30am-6pm
(Sunday until 5pm)

Carolinas Jazz Band hosts the annual
world championships. Enjoy watching
the performances of 45 jazz bands
competing in this year’s competition.
Cost: £1 adults, 50p children (one-off
payment gets entrance for both days)

Contact: Beverley Harris on
07999 241153


